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• Guinness Record Breaker    • Wedding Telegrams    • MV Loch Seaforth Launch Preview

Plus: Highland News Follow-up, Bowling News, WWI, As na Bailtean and much more!

Commonwealth Clyde 
Visits Tong School
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article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 

Fàilte
Welcome to this, the first issue of the 18th 
volume of Loch a Tuath News. It is hard to 
believe that it is a whole year since I took 
up the editorial reins and I would like to 
thank the editorial committee for its help 
and support and also all those who have 
contributed to the magazine in any way 
in that time. It has been a steep learning 
curve, but it has all been enjoyable, if fre-
netic at times. I have met so many people 
both in person and by email and I feel I 
have made a lot of new friends, both at 
home and abroad. 

In March, Donald Macleod (Donnie 
Maroot) hit the headlines when he broke 
the Guinness World Record for telling the 
most number of jokes within an hour. In 
so doing, he raised a fantastic amount for 
Western Isles Care Homes, and we are 
delighted to hear all about the record bid 
and fundraising from Donnie himself. For 
even more light relief, wallow in the nostal-
gia of the wit and wisdom of the Wedding 
Greetings Telegrams, collected by commit-
tee members.

Following on from the Highland News 
Gleanings describing the fatal death of the 
Gress miller, we catch up with his descend-
ants at home and away. Jimmy Stewart, a 
native of Argentina, the grandson of Angus 
Stewart, late of 17 Back, whose emigra-
tion to Buenos Aires was recounted in 
the January issue of Loch a Tuath News 
tells us about his visits to Back in 1958, 
and  his next visit fifty seven years later. 

As an opening to the commemoration of 
WW1, read an interesting article on the 
outbreak of that conflict which claimed 
so many lives. As we go to print, the MV 
Loch Seaforth, the new ferry, has just been 
launched. Find out about the lucky Loch a 
Tuath residents who attended the launch.

The Bowling Season has come to an end 
and there is news of recent tournaments. 
We now approach the beginning of the 
football season which we will hear about 
next month.

As always there are all our regular fea-
tures to enjoy. Catch up with news in As 
na Bailtean (it looks as if ‘no news is good 
news’ this month!), get seasonal garden-
ing tips, make a delicious tart for Easter,  
and find out all the exciting activities which 
have been going on in our local schools.

Loch a Tuath News Facebook page has 
366 ‘likes’. If you are a Facebook   afficio-
nado, why not give us a ‘like’?

Please note, that with increasing post-
al costs, subscription costs have had to 
increase, as has the cost of back copies. 
See the appropriate pages for details.

Anna Tucker

Front cover: The Youth Legacy 
Ambassadors for Eilean Siar recently 
visited Tong School to celebrate with 
them, as the school received their Game 
On Scotland Plaque, in recognition of 
offering wider learning experiences 
created around the Glasgow 2014 
Commonwealth Games and its Legacy. 
Clyde, the Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth 
Games mascot presented the plaque to 
Dr Alasdair Allan MSP on behalf of the 
school.
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As NA 
BAilteAN

Birthday Wishes 
Happy Birthday and retirement to 
Dollag Morrison (Banntrach vidue), 
82 Coll, as she celebrates her 60th 
birthday and retirement after over 
twenty years working in the Clisham 
ward of The Western Isles Hospital. 
Our thanks go to Chrisanne and Ian 
Murdo, her family, for giving us a night 
to remember at the Hut on the 1st 
March. We are all so proud of you with 
the buffet fit for a queen, and music to 
keep our feet tapping all night. Well 
done.

On Holiday from Australia
It was also nice to have Fiona 
Morrison, Dollag’s first cousin all the 
way from Australia to celebrate her 
60th birthday also as she and Dollag 
were  born on the same day. Fiona’s 
father Murdo returned home a cou-
ple of years ago to stay with Dollag, 
after she spent a holiday with him in 
Australia.

Gress
Birthday Congratulations
We wish John Macdonald (Swannie), 
a very happy 80th birthday, and Craig 
Macleod a very happy 18th birthday. 
We hope you both enjoyed your spe-
cial birthdays.

toNG
Birth Congratulations
Congratulations to Ann-Marie and 
Louis Don on the birth of their daugh-
ter Ria Maclennan.

Ria was born on 12th november 2013, 
a lovely wee sister for Owen and 
Chloe. She is a new granddaughter 
for Kenny Maclennan, 36 Aird Tong, 
and Maureen and Zeb, Coll.

BAck/VAtisker
Thank You Message
Many thanks to family, friends and 
neighbours for the lovely cards, gifts, 
flowers and good wishes, and for 
making my 90th Birthday so special.

Sincere thanks to you all.

Violet (22 Broadbay View)

coll
Young Pilot

Cameron on his first flying lesson

Congratulations to Cameron Urquhart 
on his first flying lesson at R.A.F 
Leuchars. Cameron goes to A.T.C 
in Galashiels and was one of those 
picked for this trip. He managed to 
loop the loop and complete a roll but 
not the stall. At thirteen years of age, 
how brave is that!  Cameron is the 
son of Sheena and Richard, grand-
son of Willie and Ishbal, 42b Coll. So 
Cameron, will your career be in the 
R.A.F. the same as your Dad?

Bereavements
The sympathy of the community goes 
to Catherine Margaret and Angus 
(Sally) Maclennan and family, 38 Coll, 
on the sudden death of Angus’ uncle 
Donald, who lived in Cromore. Death 
has been no stranger to them as 
Angus lost his Mother and Catherine 
her uncle last year. Our thoughts are 
with all other relatives friends and 
neighbours at this sad time.

On Sunday 16th of March we were 
saddened to hear John Murdo 
Graham (Mac nochan), formerly of 22 
Coll, but who had lived in Stornoway 
for many years had passed away after 
a long illness. Our thoughts are with 
his widow Murdina and family, all rela-
tives, neighbours and friends.

Condolences
We extend our sincere condolences 
to the family of Annie MacIver, daugh-
ter of the late Seonag and James 
MacIver, 33 Aird Tong, who passed 
away recently. We especially remem-
ber her beloved sister Maggie Mary 
and her devoted brothers James and 
Donald, and all the extended family at 
this sad time.

Upper coll
New Baby

Congratulations to Iain (Timber) and 
Catriona Matheson, 17 Upper Coll, on 
the arrival of their first granddaughter, 
Beth Kathryn MacRae. Beth was born 
on 25 January, 2014 to Dolanna and 
norrie, to whom we send our very 
best wishes on the birth of a beauti-
ful daughter. Beth is also the grand-
daughter of the late Angie Scotch 
and of Cathella and Alex  Bellamy, 
Lighthill, Back.

Unfortunately, when Beth was six 
weeks old she was flown to Yorkhill 
Hospital, Glasgow for surgery. We are 
very pleased to report that Beth is now 
doing well after what was a worrying 
time for her mum and dad.

All Change
Please note that the Upper Coll corre-
spondent’s address has now changed. 



4

It is now 10c Upper Coll, should you 
wish to contact me in person. Other 
contact details remain the same and 
can be found on page two. We have 
been given a lovely welcome in our 
‘new’ part of Col Uarach but will miss 
our neighbours in Gearraidh Ghuirm. 
We are, however, not far away! 

There have indeed been a lot of 

changes air an t-Sraid Iosal of late, 
as houses have changed ownership 
and new folk have moved in. Katie 
Hebditch, who comes from ness, 
has moved into 8 Upper Coll, Mark 
Macdonald, his wife Jo and baby 
Isabella now live in Tarin and David 
and Margaret Macritchie and their 
children Jack, Rhys and Cara, have 
moved from Tarin to their newly built 

house at 12 Upper Coll. David’s sister 
Maureen, 7 Upper Coll, who works in 
Saudi Arabia, has built a new house 
at 61 Upper Coll and looks forward 
to moving in.  We wish them all many 
happy days  in their new homes.

very best wishes also go to noelle 
Deplano as she settles in to her new 
home at 36 Upper Coll.

A Personal Tribute to a Friend

On Sunday, 6th March 2014, at his home at 25 
Goathill Road, Stornoway, John Murdo Graham 
passed peacefully away after a trying and distress-
ing terminal illness which he endured with remark-
able patience, Christian acceptance and fortitude.

He was the only, and cherished son of the late 
norman and Katie Graham, Claverhouse, 22a Coll. 
The only other member of the Graham family was 
Christina, an adored sister and aunt who was lov-
ingly cared for over many years until she died a few 
years ago.

In placing a stone on my friend’s ‘cairn’ it is not my 
intention to enumerate  his achievements and var-
ied contributions to many organisations, outwith his 
input to  education and church. These have been 
spoken about already and will be more accurately 
recorded by one of his retired teaching colleagues.

John Murdo and I, along with several close oth-
ers now no long longer with us, were ‘nursed on 
the self-same hill’. From there we advanced to the 
nicolson and to years of light, innocent camarade-
rie.

There followed four years of study at Glasgow 
College of Commerce and at Jordanhill College 
of Education. John returned to Lewis to teach 
Commercial subjects. He progressed from being 
Head of Department to being Assistant Rector, a 
post he held until he retired.

As a pupil, and then as a member of staff, he 
played a pivotal role in the School Football Team 
in the Senior League Winning XI when competition 
was very strong in the mid-fifties and early sixties.

The very essence of the man and a clear indica-
tion of what grace had done in him and for him was 
evidenced in his life. He could trace the strivings of 

the Spirit to a period early in his student days when 
he attended Govan Free Church where Rev Murdo 
Macaulay was minister, John was nominated to 
look after financial aspects of building the exist-
ing manse. This was an introduction and valuable 
experience for later on when he became treasurer 
in the Free Church in Stornoway.

It was during the ministry of the late Rev Murdo 
Macritchie that he made his public declaration of 
faith. He freely and often admitted that the minis-
ter’s prayers were an assuring, anointing balm to 
his soul. His faith in Christ became real, meaningful 
and enduring. This was very evident to the end. He 
also had a firm grip of the truth of the Scriptures.

To hear him pray was a privilege. His words were 
of one well versed in Biblical knowledge and 
experience that gave evidence of strong faith and 
increasing love for his Saviour.

As a deacon first, and then as an elder, he was 
a wise councillor, a man of peace with a really 
informed mind. It was for me a privilege to have 
been a friend in sickness and in health. As the time 
for his departure approached he spoke and thought 
of how little he understood of what awaits the child 
of God, but he believed that eternity was to be 
spent in God’s presence where there is ‘fulness 
of joy’ and at His right hand there are ‘pleasures 
evermore’.

The large attendance at his funeral at Stornoway 
Free Church on Tuesday afternoon, 18th March 
was striking evidence of the esteem in which John 
Murdo was held, by young and old.

The wider community as well as the town of 
Stornoway where he lived for the last forty seven 
years extend to his devoted, caring wife, daughter, 
three sons and grandchildren heartfelt sympathy.

N.M.

John Murdo Graham (1936-2014) 
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As we get ready to go to print there is great excite-
ment in some households on the island, 
including some in the Loch a Tuath 
area as  preparations are being 
made to attend the launch 
of the new ferry, Mv Loch 
Seaforth in Flensburg, 
Germany on 20 March 
2014.

Joan Murray (nèe 
Smith), Morrison 
Terrace, Tong, has the 
great honour of being 
‘godmother’ to the new 
ship and she and her sisters, 
Mary and Donalda will be guests 
of honour at the launch. Joan, 
Mary and Donalda are the daugh-
ters of the late Captain John Smith, 
who was captain of the old Loch 
Seaforth for nineteen years. The occasion will how-
ever be tinged with sadness as their sister Dolina, 
who had lived in Shawbost for many years, passed 
away last September.

Joan, Mary and Donalda are all going to be involved 
in the launch, but Joan, as the eldest daughter, has 
the huge honour of being ‘godmother’ and will have 
the privilege of  launching the Mv Loch Seaforth at 
the shipyard of Flensburger Schiffbau-Gesellschaft 
MBH & Co.

In all, a total of eleven family members will attend the 
launch, including fourteen year old Connor, Joan’s 
grandson, and Ruaraidh, Mary’s grandson who is 

fifteen. needless to say, Connor and Ruaraidh are 
very excited at the prospect of their spe-

cial trip.

Joan told us that the invitation 
from CMAL came out of the 

blue on 25th January and 
from then on there has 
been a flurry of prepa-
ration, not least getting 
passports organised for 
Joan and Donalda and 
choosing what would 

be suitable to wear! She 
added that it was wonderful 

that the name Loch Seaforth 
had been chosen for our new 

ferry, and that Loch Broom would 
have been her second choice 
as there had been another Loch 
Broom. She felt that it was not just 

an honour for the Smith sisters to be guests of CMAL 
and prominent at the launch, but also for the island.

At the time of the public vote for naming the new 
ferry there was a competition run by CMAL, the prize 
being a trip to Germany to be at the launch of the 
new ship. Mary Ann Davidson, new Street, Back 
and vice Chairperson of Loch a Tuath News, was 
the lucky winner and she and her son, David who is 
seventeen will also be setting off from Glasgow for 
Hamburg.

next month, we look forward to hearing all about the 
launch from Joan and Mary Ann!

Loch a Tuath Residents Play a Part in

Captain John Smith on the bridge of the 
Iona

the Launch of the MV Loch Seaforth

The first Mv Loch Seaforth on her launch day, 1947 at Denny’s 
Yard, Dumbarton Some of the dignitaries at the first Loch Seaforth’s launch
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As was reported widely in 
the local and national press 
and on BBC radio and tel-
evision, Friday 6 March 
2014 was a big day for 
Donald Macleod (Donnie 
Maroot). On that day he 
became the Guinness 
World Record holder for 
the number of jokes told 
within one hour, telling a 
massive total of 580 jokes 
and thereby smashing the 
previous record of 499 told 
by comedian Tim Vine. 
Donnie’s record breaking 
success has raised over 
£13 000 to date for four 
care homes, Bethesda in 
Stornoway, Harris House in Tarbert, Tagsa Uibhist in 
Benbecula and Cobhair Bharraigh in Castlebay. This 
sum is in addition to the £24 000 his Awful Joke Book. 
has raised in the past two years. Donnie is the son 
of Murdo Maroot and Katie Macleod, Stornoway and 
the grandson of Pickwick and Mairi Dhool and Alex 
(Frudhlig) Martin and  his wife, nighean Eachainn a’ 
Ghlinne, Lighthill and Gress. Until recently, Donnie 
was a member of Còisir Sgìr a’Bhac.

It was a great pleasure for Loch a Tuath news to 
catch up with Donnie after his success.

Congratulations, Donald, on becoming a 
Guinness Book of Records World record-break-
er. When did you start telling jokes and what 
sparked off this interest?
Thank you!  I started putting a terrible joke a day on 
Facebook a couple of years ago.  I went on holiday 
and when I got back there were a few messages ask-
ing why I’d stopped the jokes.  So that got me think-
ing that perhaps they weren’t as bad as I thought 
they were!

How did the idea of attempting to break the 
record of telling the most jokes in an hour come 
up?
I’m a big fan of Tim vine and saw that he used to 
hold the record, and thought that it would be a good 
chance to make a few bucks for charity and have a 
good night.

Can you tell us about how you trained for the 
event?
To be honest, I did no training for it.  That probably 

came across in my perfor-
mance....

How did you feel when 
you stood, mike in hand, 
ready to go?
It was great – no nerves at 
all, and I was raring to go.  
There was a packed audi-
ence, mostly friends, and 
they were great.   There 
were loads of jokes about 
the Western Isles, so it 
was fantastic to see so 
many people who ‘got’ 
them.

How do you deal with an 
unappreciative and unresponsive audience?
Told them another joke - there was no time to deal 
with hecklers!  Though I know who they were....

How easy is it to set up a Guinness book of 
Records Challenge?
It’s very easy.  The Guinness website is so simple 
even this amadan could use it!

You published ‘The Awful Joke Book’. How did 
that come about?
I pulled together about three hundred of the least 
awful jokes I had and sold them to raise money for 
the charities.  They made a great Christmas present 
for someone you don’t like...  

And then there was a follow-up volume?
Yes, I released the second volume just before 
Christmas there.  So far they’ve raised over £10,000 
for the Western Isles hospices, which is fab.  I think 
my sales technique of “Gie’s a tenner” worked well, 
along with my “no refunds” policy!

Which comedians and stand - up comics do you 
admire?
Tim vine, Stu Francis and Milton Jones are all great 
– quick one-line jokes.  Love them!

Your day job as Head of Actuarial at Scottish 
Friendly is another world from that of a come-
dian. Do you entertain your colleagues in odd 
moments, raising their spirits if the occasion 
arises?
I generally try and save my team from having to put 

Laughter is the Best Medicine

Donnie in full flow!!
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up with my jokes – their job is hard enough as it is, 
putting up with me!  Scottish Friendly were great, 
though, and sponsored the record attempt very 
generously.

What do all your friends and relatives think of 
your success?
I’ve been overwhelmed with how many people 
contacted me to pass on congratulations.  So 
many kind people made amazing donations, 
which is what it was all about.

After this success, do you see a change in 
career beckoning?! An island tour perhaps?
Are you joking?...

Finally, what about a few jokes?
“What’s the easiest building in Scalpay to lift? The 
light house”

“What do you call a woman with one leg?  Eileen”

“Doctor, doctor, my invisibility medicine is wearing 
off.”  “I’ll see you shortly.”

“How do Caledonian MacBrayne do the dishes?  
Ferry liquid”

Thank you Donald for taking time to talk to us, 
we wish you well with any further fundraising 

activities and long may you make us laugh! It is 
the best medicine, after all!

As we said, Donnie is raising money for Bethesda 
Care Home and Hospice, Stornoway, Harris House, 
Tarbert, Tagsa Uibhist in Benbecula and Cobhair 
Bharraigh in Castlebay. If you would like to help with 
his fundraising go to Scottish Friendly Community 
Blog and there you will find Donald’s ‘Just Giving 
details’.

A cordial invitation is given to all individuals from Tong to Tolsta to 
attend Sgoil a’ Bhac on Friday 9th May 2014 at 7pm for the launch 

of the long awaited book, Sgoil a’ Bhac Memories through the 
Ages (1879-2012).

The Rev Kenneth M. Ferguson, a former Poileagan pupil of the 
school will host the event.

Copies of the hardback book 
will be on sale at £14.99. 

Refreshments will be served, tea, 
coffee, soft drinks, home baking, wine and cheese. 

Tong senior pupils who enrolled in Back School from 1948 and 
north Tolsta senior pupils from 1952 feature in class photos and 
activity photos in the years since then.

Book Launch
Sgoil a’ Bhac Memories through the Ages (1879-2012)

Did you hear the one about......?

Angus 
Finlayson, 

Lower 
Hutt, New 

Zealand, 
a 
former 
pupil 
from 
Tong

Hedda 
Macleod, 

North 
Tolsta, a 
former 

Dux 
of 

Back
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From the Manse
To Be Continued

There’s a great sense of anticipation when watching 
a Tv series that’s to be continued.  Perhaps it’s a 
drama or a documentary with more to follow.  You’ve 
watched the first production, but it’s not the end.  It 
will continue at the same time next week.  

If we’re not familiar with the story of Jesus then we 
might think that by the time we reach Calvary it’s all 
over.  The gospel message seems to have come to an 
end, to a dead stop, when Jesus is crucified.  I once 
knew a person who read the gospel of Matthew and 
felt so sad after reading about Jesus being crucified 
that she closed her bible and thought ‘what a dread-
ful ending.  How cruel.  How pointless.’  However, if 
she had been prepared to read on she would have 
understood that the story wasn’t over at all.  It contin-
ues with a powerful resurrection story that changes 
everything.

That’s what makes Easter so special.  We know that 
Calvary is not ‘The End.’  The story of Jesus contin-
ues.  Though he died over two thousand years ago, 
Jesus lives.  And because he lives, we shall live also.  

Our lives seem to come to an end when we die and 
are buried.  But it is not so.  Our lives are to be con-
tinued on the other side of death.  In Jesus we need 
not be afraid of anything in life or death.  Death is not 
the end of life.  It is only the end of one episode in a 
story which will be continued for ever.  Jesus said, 
‘Because I live, you shall live also’ (John 14:19).  

That is the message of Easter.  Calvary was not the 
end of the journey.  It was the beginning of a wonder-
ful, ongoing story which shall never end – the story of 
God’s love and power.  Everything else in our world 
comes to an end.  This causes great sadness.  Every 
story, every system and scheme will end.  Jesus is the 
exception to the rule.  

Are we trusting in the risen Jesus as we continue our 
lives beyond Easter?

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,

Endless is the victory 

Thou o’er death hast won.  

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the com-
munity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services 
in Back and Tong during April 2014 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 6 April
12 noon: Mr Angus Macdonald (Gaelic)
6pm:  Mr Iain R Morrison 

Sunday 13 April
10:30am: Mr Andrew Macleod
12 noon: Rev Kenneth Ferguson (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Kenneth Ferguson

Sunday 20 April
10:30am: Rev Alasdair I Macleod
12 noon: Mr Joe Macphee (Gaelic)
6pm:  Mr Kevin Williamson  (WEC)

Sunday 27 April
10:30am: Dr Marten Walker
12 noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 6 April
10:30am: Mr Iain R Morrison 

Sunday 13 April
6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

Sunday 20 April
12 noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)

Sunday 27 April
6pm:  Mr neil Murray  (Gaelic)

April Service Times 

Monthly Family Service
Tong Mission House
Every 3rd Sunday @ 12 noon

 (With Crèche facilities)

***************

Easter Sunday 20 April 2014

Preacher:  Rev. Calum I Macleod
Everyone Welcome
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Visits from Argentina to the Island of Lewis

In the January issue of Loch a Tuath News, we read 
of Angie Stewart, 17 Back, who settled in Buenos 
Aires early in the 20th century. His grandson Jimmy 
Stewart, subsequently visited 
the island and here he tells 
us of his memories of his 
grandfather and of these vis-
its to Lewis, and to Back in 
particular. 

Jimmy and his wife Annick 
live in Buenos Aires for eight 
months a year and in a house 
by a river in Patagonia , 2000 
km. from Buenos Aires,  for 
four months a year. In Buenos 
Aires, it is a very urban envi-
ronment, living on the 20th 
floor of a high rise building 
and in Cholila, in the South, 
they live 10 km. from a village 
of 4000 inhabitants, where 
shopping  for essentials can 
be done, but it is necessary to 
drive for 90 km. for anything 
fancy.

My grandfather Angus Stewart 
of 17 Back died of a stroke when informed of the sud-
den death of his younger son Alasdair.  He was 78. 
He was married to norah Risdon, a bright, outgo-
ing, humorous girl who gave him four children. She 
was a perfect match for the introverted Angus. Today 
their many descendants live in Argentina, the United 
States, South Africa and Spain.

When I was seventeen I travelled abroad for the first 
time. I spent time working in London and then asked 
my parents to fund some travel. I was curious about 
my grandfather whom I knew as a man who loved his 
children and was always an enthusiastic supporter of 
their activities.  Alasdair, his younger son became a 
doctor in medicine and the three brothers stood out as 
rugby players and played for Argentina.  Angus him-
self was bookish and would lock himself in his study 
to read for hours.  He took me on long walks with his 
cocker spaniel Sandy. 

Argentina became isolated from the world in the thir-
ties, and later as a consequence of the war against 
Germany. Mail took three weeks and telephone calls 
(with very poor sound) had to be booked a day in 
advance. Times were hard and Angus lost touch with 
his relatives in Lewis. When he died he had not visited 
the island for 35 years.

One rainy evening I left Euston on a train for the 

Highlands. I reached Stornoway, slept in a youth hos-
tel and the next morning, depressed by the persistent 
grey sky, went for a walk in the Castle Grounds. Here 

there were trees, a shallow 
stream where fish, which could 
have been salmon, swam just 
below the surface. I stared 
and was shortly approached 
by one of the castle gardeners 
who I think suspected I was a 
poacher.  He questioned me 
and I told him the little I knew 
of my grandfather.” Meet me 
here in an hour’s time,” he 
said. We met again by the 
same stream and were joined 
by another man in his six-
ties. After hearing my story he 
said,” I am Donald Graham, 
married to Peigi Stewart, a 
cousin of your grandfather. I 
remembered meeting Angus 
at a community do at the 
Castle when I was just back 
from Flanders after the Great 
War. We wanted to meet your 
grandmother.” Donald was 

very good to me, I received great hospitality from him 
and stayed for a couple of nights at 76 Coll with Etta 
Anne and her mother Murdina, who was Peigi’s sister. 

During my short stay in Donald’s house I met his family 
and he steered me round to meet relatives. I missed 
George Stewart, my father’s second cousin but I met 
his wife Annie and sisters Mary Jane and Ciorstaidh 
Mary.  I was touched by the warmth of their welcome 
and by the freshness of their memories of my grandfa-
ther Angie as they called him.

In Argentina, Angus had retired from a fairly senior 
position at the Bank of London and South America. His 
first few years in Argentina were very hard and he was 
troubled by bad health. When he retired he felt he was 
well off. He had a good house close to the rugby club 
his sons had co-founded and he had a pension. My 
father Alfred Angus followed his footsteps as a practis-
ing accountant. He also did well, but neither of the two 
learned how to deal with inflation and their savings 
never held their value.  However, life was better than 
what Angus remembered of Lewis.  

I visited Stornoway and the Back area in 1958 two 
years after Macmillan proclaimed.  “You’ve never had 
it so good”.  Prosperity had not reached the islands.  
Life was hard. The story of the last hundred years had 
been of increasing population, precarious land tenure 

1958 and 2013

Angie Stewart, 17 Back
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and a permanent search for earnings to 
supplement the insufficient income from 
farming. In 1958 social and economic pro-
gress achieved after the war had still not 
reached the islands.  

I left Stornoway on a herring fishing boat. 
Ferries and airplanes were on strike.  We 
spent the night on the Minch.  Fortunately 
the sea was calm because I become very 
sea sick.  I felt very sorry for the crew 
because after a night out the catch was 
very poor. 

Last year, fifty-seven years after my first 
visit, I revisited the Island. This time I was 
with my wife Annick and we were met by 
Margo McLeod who had spent a year in 
Argentina helping my sister Marcela bring 
up her kids.  When I met her she was a 
very young girl who ventured out briefly 
into the South American sun and quickly 
took refuge in the shade. However, she was very 
white and her short exposure gave her second degree 
burns.  I had also had the pleasure of meeting Fiona 
McLeod, her brother Donald and of course my father’s 
second cousins, Ciorstaidh Mary and Mary Jane.  It 
was also a pleasure meeting other members of the 
family including Murdo Graham, one of Donald’s 
sons, and his wife Angusina.

I was surprised by the results of the U.K.’s economic 

prosperity in Stornoway. I hardly recognised the place 
and I found that everybody I met seemed to have a 
good house, a good car and access to health and 
social security. The children were scattered all over 
the world because of their access to superior educa-
tion. All in all I thought that the Isle of Lewis today is 
a very nice place to live.  I am visiting again this year 
because I found exploring my roots a deeply emo-
tional experience and also a very satisfying one.

Jimmy Stewart and his wife Annick

It was a pleasure and a privilege for Back Free Church to host 
the MAF ‘Every Picture Tells A Story’ photographic Exhibition 
at Back and Tong in March with input from Andy Martin 
and Alex Chalmers, MAF. Back School and north 
Tolsta School (P5-7) attended the exhibition at the 
Church Hall on Thursday.  On Friday children from 
Tong School (P4-7) attended the exhibition at Tong 
Community Centre.  The children learnt about the 
impact MAF is making in the developing world by 
bringing clean water, education and health services, 
economic development and spiritual hope to the world's 

most vulnerable people.

There was some 
excellent interaction from pupils with engaging and thought-

provoking questions for Andy. The day concluded with 
juice and cake.  Each school also made a generous 
donation to the MAF Fuel For Life campaign. MAF's 
Flight Simulator was included at Saturday's exhibition 
at the MA Hall, Stornoway.  The weekend came to a 
close with Andy giving a challenging talk to around 50 

young people from Broadbay, Tolsta and Stornoway at 
our YF on Sunday evening.  For more information about 

the work of MAF contact Alex Chalmers alexandaster@aol.
com./www.maf-uk.org

Alex and 
Andy

Mission Aviation Fellowship @ Back & Tong

Fun 
Activities
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Just Wed, Just Wonderful, Just Wait!
Wedding Greetings Telegrams
Do you remember the hilarity over the reading of 
Wedding Telegrams at wedding receptions in the 
not so distant past? Some folk think the telegram 
reading was the highlight of weddings! Or perhaps, 
when the number being read reached three figures, 
you remember getting a bit fed up! The Editorial 
Committee of Loch a Tuath News thought it would 
be entertaining to dig out some old telegrams of our 
own and of friends and family and here are some of 
our offerings. Look out for clues as to who some of 
the recipients were.

If you have any more which you think would amuse 
our readership, please send them in.

MAY YOU HAvE A HOME OF PEACE WHERE 
FAITH, HOPE AnD LOvE InCREASES

OnCE A KInG, ALWAYS A KInG, OnCE A KnIGHT’S 
SUFFICIEnT!

MAY YOUR LOvE BE AS DEEP AS THE MInCH 
AnD YOUR TROUBLES AS LIGHT AS ITS FOAM! 

TOnIGHT In YOUR ARMS, TOMORROW In YOUR 
POCKETS!

CAnCEL HOTEL BOOKInGS
SLEEP In MACDOnALD ARMS

MAY LOvE BE YOUR FUTURE HAPPInESS AnD 
GOD YOUR GUIDInG STAR

----- AnD------ DOn’T WASTE TIME FAMILY 
ALLOWAnCE TEn BOB A TIME

MAY HAPPInESS WITH YOU ABIDE, AS 
YOU TRAvEL SIDE BY SIDE

MAY THE SHIP OF HAPPInESS CAST 
AnCHOR AT YOUR DOOR

OLD WEAvER, nEW LOOM
BOBBIn WInDERS COMInG SOOn

HUnTInG SEASOn OvER, nO MORE 
DEER, JUST GROUSE

OnCE A LEMOn, nOW A PAIR

nO MORE COLD FEET COMInG OFF THE 
BEAT

SAY YOUR PRAYERS THIS AFTERnOOn 
YOU WOn’T HAvE TIME TOnIGHT

JOHn IS THE SKIPPER, DOnALDA THE MATE, 
CREW WILL FOLLOW AT A LATER DATE 

MAY YOUR HOnEYMOOn SALAD BE LETTUCE 
ALOnE

COnGRATULATIOnS FRAIL MAn WAS MADE 
FROM A HAnDFUL OF DUST BUT THE RIB FROM 
HIS SIDE MADE A GOOD BIT OF STUFF

COnGRATULATIOnS MAY ALL YOUR LITTLE 
BASHERS BE WEE SMASHERS

FAGAIBH nA BUIRD, nA CARACHAIBH CAIL
BIDH ISHBEL IS UILLEAM MACH AIR An SAIL

MATCH PLAYED, GAME WOn, HEARTS TWO, 
UnITED OnE
JUnIOR RESULTS TO COME

GED nACH EIL MI LATHAIR, LUIGInn SLAInTE IS 
SOnAS DHUIBH

WELL HOOKED LEMOn WITH YOUR 
RECOMMEnDED LURE

‘S IOMADH CROIS THA A’COIS A PHOSAIDH
‘S MI THA DOIGHEAL MAn A THA MI

THA RUD A TH’Ann CHO RUDAnACH, CHO TOIR 
SAnTA CLAUS BEAn OG DHAn A H UILE FEAR

WHAT A CHAnGE OF SITUATIOn
FROM SUPERInTEnDEnT TO CAILLEACH An 
DEACOIn!

UIMHnICH BEAn LOT
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EADAR TWEED IS PLAIDICHEAn ‘SE LEABAIDH A 
BHIOS ‘COSY’

(next one is from one school friend 
to another, both getting married 
the same day)
TOGETHER WE’vE BEEn 
TAKEn OFF THE SHELF
I WISH YOU ALL I WISH FOR 
MYSELF

nAM BIODH AGAM SGIATH 
A’CHALAMAIn, BHITHInn AIR 
DO SHEARMOn POSD

MAY THE ROOF OF YOUR 
HOME nEvER FALL In
AnD THE COUPLE WITHIn 
nEvER FALL OUT

COnGRATULATIOnS HURRY BACK AnD DO YOUR 
ROUnDS
MACnInCH’S MILK HAS ALL GOnE SOUR

CHAn FHAGAInn MO MHATHAIR AIRSOn An TÈ 
AS FHEARR A CHUnnAIC MI! COnGRATULATIOnS!  
JUST MARRIED, JUST WOnDERFUL, JUST WAIT!

GHABH THU FARMAD RI DO PHIUTHAR
nUAIR A GHABH THU FEAR A GRIAIS

GRESS WAS HIS FAvOURITE FISHInG SPOT 
BUT In THE EnD HIMSELF GOT CAUGHT!
(The groom was a policeman and angler!)

MAY YOUR LIFE BE LIKE ARITHMETIC
JOYS MULTIPLIED AnD SORROWS SUBTRACTED

nOW YOU ARE COLLARED, MAY YOUR TIE BIE A 
BRIGHT OnE

FORECAST HEBRIDES CLOSE AnD 
WARM AFTER MIDnIGHT
MAYBE A LITTLE SOn LATER

MAY THIS UnIOn nEvER GO On 
STRIKE

MAY LOvE LIGHT YOUR DWELLInG 
PLACE
AnD HAPPInESS HOLD THE KEY

SEE YOUR COnnECTIOnS DOn’T 
LEAK PLUMBER BOY

CAIDAIL ‘S nA BI DAFT

nA SEALL AS DO DHEIDH
‘S nA STAD AS A CHOMnARD

CHA B’URRAInn nA B’FHEARR nA 
BEAn OG BHO nA LOCHAn

(Some older readers may remember Embassy 
cigarette coupons and the Embassy catalogue.)

And finally, when Moley was running the Post 
Office in Back, they received one telegram which 
simply said MAnY HAPPY RETURnS which 
caused some hilarity!
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Nursery News
The Child’s choice topic in the nursery was the story 
book ‘The Gruffalo’.  We read the story together and 
we made some lovely cakes.  Here is Leah with her 
cake.

P1 & 2
P1/2 have been writing letters for their Katie Morag 
project.  Here’s Ruby’s…

Dear Grandma Mainland

I am writing to apologise for using your 
things without permission.

First I used your special shampoo to wash 
Alecina in the bath.

Next I used your hairdryer to dry Alecina 
and curlers to make her fleece curly.

Finally I sprayed some of your best 
perfume on her and Grannie Island and I 
put some of your clothes on.  I hope you 
forgive me.  I am very sorry.

Learning logs in P2 & 3
The pupils at Tong school are now looking 
at their learning over a week and seeing how they can 
show that they are confident individuals, successful 
learners, effective contributors and responsible citi-
zens.  Liam in P2/3 wrote the following at the end of 
last week:

This week I learned about subtraction and rounding 
numbers to the nearest ten.  Rupa and Eilidh told told 
us about catering (they did the cooking when they 
were filming the Katie Morag production).  They gave 
me a cupcake.  We had a fun time doing gymnastics 
with Mrs Rogers.  Mrs Macleod told us about bullying.  

We learned how to 
do Kung Fu punc-
tuation.

I can use numbers
I like to learn
I am active
I know how to behave
I can work in a team.

School Garden
The boys and girls at Tong school have started their 
hard work on the garden.  This used to be under the 
careful guidance of Mr MacDonald.  If anyone in the 
community loves gardening and would like to help us 
to keep our green fingers encouraged and can spare 
some time to come to the school and help us with seed 
growing, planting on and caring for the garden - please 
contact our Head Teacher, Mrs Kennedy.

Commonwealth Games Visitor to Tong
Last Friday Mrs Kennedy told us we were getting a 
visit on the 28th February from Clyde – the Mascot for 
the Commonwealth Games, Clyde Thistle. I felt very 
happy and excited.  A lot of people came.  I didn’t think 
so many people would come.

Clyde came because the school had agreed to get 
involved with the Commonwealth Games.  He present-
ed us with a plaque.  A man called Fraser talked about 
the Commonwealth Games.  He showed us a slide 
show and a little video.  He told us how many countries 
were competing and how many sports there were. 

 really enjoyed the whole talk but my favourite part 
was when Clyde messed up Mrs Rodger’s and Mrs 
Kennedy’s hair!!

Joanna Moore

Tong School

Gruffalo cake with Leah

Clyde visits Tong School
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Yummy!
This week we have all been trying some leek and potato 
soup which was made by our cooks in the school can-
teen.  The leeks were the last of the vegetables in the 
garden which Mr MacDonald helped us with last year.  
Mr MacDonald would be so pleased that they grew 

well and that 
they made 
a delicious 
soup.  

And a thank 
you to our 
great cooks 
who always 
make us 
tasty food.

Leeks from the garden Spring flowers

Crosscountry 
medals

Katie 
Morag 
visit photo

Clyde 
greeting 

the Tong 
School pupils

Reading 
buddies

Blythswood 
bread
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLAnT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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WORLD WAR I
What then, was the cause that triggered a war that was to change the world?  The day, 28th June 1914, began 
as any other day.  The then intended heir to the Austrian throne, Arch-Duke Franz Ferdinand was in Sarajevo, 
Serbia, when he was assassinated by a Serbian nationalist student, which sent shock-waves throughout 

Austria.  Exactly one month later, on the 28th July, Austria declared war 
on Serbia.  Russia being an ally of Serbia, mobilised her forces to defend 
Serbia.  Germany being an ally of Austria, declared war on Russia and 
France.  Britain seeing war declared on her allies, declared war on Germany 
on 4th August 1914.  This in turn resulted in the Empire being drawn in to the 
war, i.e. Australia, Canada and others.  What began with an assassination of 
one man culminated in global warfare engulfing many nations.  It was mainly 
fought in Europe, although it eventually spread to the Middle-East.

The war involved up to 70 million military personnel, of whom 60 million 
were Europeans: up to nearly 10 million combatants were killed, with up to 
27 million wounded.  Only 50 parishes in the whole of the United Kingdom 
could testify that they lost no son.  It was a war that was to mark the begin-
ning of a changing world, never to be the same again, as nation after nation 
was being  drawn in - with Turkey attacking Russia, Poland being overrun 
by the Germans, Belgium trodden by advancing German troops on the way 

to France but stopping short on the outskirts of Paris.  Britain then attacked Turkey and Italy declared war 
on Austria.  Furthermore it was to spread to sea and air, with aeroplane bombing used for the first time and 
submarine warfare, as Germany declared an all-out U-boat war on all shipping approaching the British Isles. 
In 1915, the Lusitania, a Cunard ocean liner on her way from new York, was torpedoed twelve miles off the 
coast of Ireland, resulting in a loss of 1,198 lives, some of which were American citizens.  This event was the 
means of the Americans being drawn into the war in 1917, thus turning the war in the favour of her allies.  

The war developed into a trench warfare, with just under 6,000 miles of trenches, plagued with disease and 
lice; surrounded by barbed wire; bombarded by artillery shelling day and night; and inflicting enormous casu-
alties on both sides.  The Battle of the Somme marked the bloodiest and darkest moment in British history, 
with over 57,000 casualties, including 19,000 dead in one day, with the Somme offensive eventually claiming 
500,000 men.  Chemical warfare was used by the Germans for the first time, as were tanks by the British.

These are statistics that apply to the battlefield.  In addition there were the mental scars which countless num-
bers never recovered from.  At home the situation also spoke of unimaginable human suffering, with widows 
and fatherless children, parents grieving for their sons and young women who were never able to marry due 
to the shortage of men folk. Is it any wonder that one called it ’The Winter of the World’?  The marching song 
of the First World War was a chorus taken from the music hall, 

“Pack up your troubles in your old kit bag and smile, smile, smile  
While you have a Lucifer to light your fag, smile boys, that’s the style.
What’s the use of worrying?
It never was worthwhile, so 
Pack up your troubles in your old kit bag, and smile, smile, smile.”

To everything there is a cause….

Times Headline

1914-18
To Everything There is a Cause...
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559
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Back in Time      
Obituary
We regret to record several deaths which occurred recently.  
Miss Isabella Maciver, only daughter of Mrs Maciver, and the 
late Allan Maciver, No 31 Coll, and sister of the local post-
man, has passed away. Miss Maciver, who was aged 64 years, 
appeared to be in her usual health until a few weeks prior to 
her passing.

Mr James Thomson, 52 Coll, a well-known landmark in the 
district has passed away at the age of 68 years.  The deceased, 
while a young man, followed his late father’s calling of shep-
herd.  He was unmarried.

Deep gloom was cast over the district when it became known 
that Murdo, eldest son of Mr and Mrs John Campbell, 6 
Vatisker, had passed away in the early hours of Sunday morn-
ing, 9th April.  The deceased who was aged 27 years, served 
in the Merchant Navy from the outbreak of hostilities, until he 
became ill about six months ago.  Murdo, who was unmarried, 
was loved and held in high esteem by all who knew him.

Communion
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was dispensed in the Free 
Church at Back on the last Sabbath of March.  Rev Roderick 
Mackenzie, minister of the congregation, was assisted by Rev 
Kenneth Macrae, MA, Stornoway and Rev William Campbell, 
MA, Point.  Good weather prevailed throughout the period and 
large congregations attended all diets of worship.

On Leave
On leave recently were Donald Macmillan, RNR, 35 Vatisker;  
Murdo Macleod, RNR, 47 Vatisker, and Donald A Macleod, 
RNR, 47 Vatisker; Cpl Annie Stewart, WAAF, New Street, 
Back;  John Graham, RAF, 9 Gress;  Murdo Maciver, RNR, 
15 Gress;  Donald Murray, RNR, 33 Gress;  Kenneth Macleod, 
RNR, 20 Back;  George Stewart, RAF, 2 Back;  George 
Beaton, RAF, 40 Vatisker;  Warrant Officer John Mackenzie, 
RN, The Manse;  LACW Johanna Nicolson, 4 Back;  D R 
Murray, Coder, RNR, 21 Back;  Donald Macleod, MN, 20 
Gress;  Agnes Martin, WRNS, 17 Vatisker;  Margaret M 
Mackay, NAAFI, 39 Coll;  Chirsty B Mackay, NAAFI, 23 
Back;  Annie Macdonald, WRNS, New Street, Back;  Malcolm 
Macleod, RAF, 14 Vatisker;  L Seaman Alexander Campbell, 
RNR, 8 Vatisker;  L Seaman Gun Layer John Mackay, 65 Coll;  
L Seaman Angus Mackay, 65 Coll;  Evander Mackay, RNR, 65 
Coll;  Malcolm Maciver, RNR, 43 Coll;  John Macleod, AFS, 
43 Coll;  CPO Donald Macleod, 37 Back;  Murdo Macleod, 
RNR, 32 Back;  George Robertson Scott, RAF, 43 Coll;  CPO 
Jane Maciver, WRNS, 4 Upper Coll;  Isabella Maciver, WAAF, 
11 Upper Coll;  Agnes Macleod, WRNS, 14 Upper Coll; John 
Campbell, RAF, 9 Upper Coll;  CPO George Macleod, RNR, 8 
Upper Coll;  Kenneth Maciver, RNR, 10 Upper Coll.

Wedding
A pretty wedding took place recently at 50 Coll, the home of 
the bride, when Catherine, fourth daughter of Mr and Mrs John 
Macdonald, became the bride of John Morrison, youngest son 

of the late Mr and Mrs John Morrison, 10 Coll.  Rev Roderick 
Mackenzie, Back, officiated.  The bride who was beautiful 
in white satin, was given away by her brother, John, and was 
attended by three bridesmaids – Annie Morrison, the groom’s 
sister and Effie Macdonald and Annie Macdonald, the bride’s 
sisters.  Miss Catherine Graham, 10 Upper Coll, was trainbear-
er.  L Seaman Norman Macdonald, the bride’s brother, who 
was home for the occasion, performed the duties of grooms-
man.  After the marriage ceremony a large number of guests 
were entertained.  The usual toasts were given and nearly 80 
congratulatory telegrams were read.  The happy couple were 
recipients of numerous useful presents, including a large sum 
of money, testifying to their popularity.  We wish the newly-
weds every happiness.

TONG

Home on leave
Home on leave at present are:-  Donald M Macdonald, MN, 
1 Aird, Tong;  Donald Maclennan, Navy, 17 Tong;  Mary J 
Macdonald, 3 Tong;  Kenneth Macdonald, Navy,  4 Tong;  Mrs 
M Maclennan, WAAF, 2 Tong;  Murdo Smith, 7 Tong Park, 
MN.  Those who left recently to take up their various duties are 
:-  Angus Maciver, Navy, 33 Aird Tong;  Donald Maciver, MN, 
21 Aird Tong;  John Macleod, Army, 9 Aird Tong;  Alexander 
Macdonald, 1 Aird Tong;  George Maciver, MN, 21 Aird Tong;  
L/Cpl F McCaig, 14 Aird Tong;  Malcolm Murray, Army, 
5 Tong;  Pipe Major Donald Macleod, Army, 3 Park, Tong;  
Norman Macdonald, Navy, Hillside Cottage, Tong;  James 
Maciver, Navy, 33 Aird Tong;  Alexander Finlayson, Navy, 
24 Aird Tong;  Alex J Macleod, Navy, 14 Aird Tong;  Donald 
Macleod, Army, “Druim”, Tong;  Donald Maciver, Canadian 
Army, 5 Park, Tong;  Hugh Davidson, Army, Hillhead, Tong 
and Malcolm Maciver, Junior.  Malcolm Maciver has now 
commenced work at a Government Training Centre in the 
south. We were also delighted to have with us John Davidson, 
Army, Hillhead, Tong after a 2-years spell in India, South 
Africa and Italy and Sergt Maciver, Royal Canadian Airforce, 
who was visiting his uncle and relatives at 21 Aird Tong.

Wounded
News was received on Fri, 7th inst., by Mr Angus Macleod, 
3 Park, Tong, late of North Tolsta, that his youngest son Pte 
Donald Macleod, has been wounded while on active service 
in Italy.  Donald, who went through most of the fighting in 
the Mediterranean zone, was wounded once before, in North 
Africa.  We all wish him a speedy recovery.

Obituary
We regret to record the death on Thursday 13th inst of Mrs 
Marion Macdonald, widow of Mr Murdo Macdonald, mis-
sionary, 1 Aird Tong, at the age of 60 years.  Mrs Macdonald, 
who had been in ill-health during the past few months, was a 
woman of outstanding qualities and will be sorely missed by 
all who knew her, especially in the Free Church congregation, 
of which she was a loyal member for a long number of years.  
To her sorrowing sons, daughter and relatives, the whole com-
munity extend their heartfelt sympathy in their bereavement.

     April 1944
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JOHN A FINLAYSON
JOInERY & BUILDInG SERvICES

JOHN ALEX FINLAYSON
JOInER

SPRInGSIDE HOUSE
TOnG, STORnOWAY
ISLE OF LEWIS
07768 205834 / 01851 706567 AFTER 6PM

marion@finlayson24.fsnet.co.uk
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10 YEARS AGO 
In the News in April 2004

2nd January: Stardust successfully flies past Comet Wild 2, 
collecting samples that it will return to Earth two years later.

2 April: Christopher Eccleston is announced as the ninth actor 
to play The Doctor in Doctor Who. The series, which last aired 
in December 1989, would return in March of the following year.

8 April: Darfur Conflict: The Humanitarian Ceasefire Agreement 
is signed by the Sudanese government and two rebel groups.

17 April: Israeli helicopters fire missiles at a convoy of vehicles 
in the Gaza strip, killing the Gaza leader of Hamas, Abdel Aziz 
al-Rantissi.

19 April: Tony Blair announces a change in government policy: 
there is to be a referendum on the proposed EU Constitution.

28 April: Landmark office building 30 St Mary Axe (“The 
Gherkin”) in the City of London, designed by norman Foster, 
opens.

29 April: Dick Cheney and George W. Bush testify before the 
9/11 Commission in a closed, unrecorded hearing in the Oval 
Office.

Films released in April 2004 included Shaun of the Dead, Kill Bill 
vol. 2 and Mean Girls.

UK number One singles in April 2004 included McFly with ‘Five 
Colours in Her Hair’.

From the 
Archives...

A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

An t - Snathad Mhor. Tong 
School triumph at Drama 
Competition at local Mod.

Johanna McKerracher and 
Andrew Harrison with the first 

lamb of spring belong ing to John 
Finlayson, Tong, Andrew's Shen

Stewart Maclennan of Sgoil a'Bhac 
contacting NASA Space Station
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This month we are pleased to add further details 
to the story of the Gress Mill Accident as was 
mentioned in the March issue, and we also hear 
about the descendants of Murdo Macmillan, the 
miller who was fatally injured. 

Gress Fatal Accident (1895)

Chrissie Mackay, (Chrissie 
Angie Og), newmarket and 
her cousin Alasdair (Jack) 
Beaton, Welwyn Garden 
City got in touch with fur-
ther details of the acci-
dent. Murdo Macmillan, 
the miller, was the great 
grandfather of Chrissie 
and Alasdair, Chrissie’s 
mother’s grandfather 
and Alasdair’s father’s 
grandfather. Cairistiona 
Mhurchaidh an Bhàird, 
Chrissie’s granny was the 
daughter of Murdo, and 
Chrissie heard about this 
tragedy at her granny’s 
knee.

Murdo left a widow, two 
girls and three boys. After 
the death of her husband, 
Chrissie’s great grand-
mother was left in poverty, 
having been used to a 
reasonable living for that 
time, up to the time of the 
tragedy. The family had owned a gable end house 
and a horse and cart. Murdo’s widow then had to 
work in Gress Lodge in order to make ends meet 
and bring up her young family. Chrissie’s granny 
was the elder girl, who was eight years of age 
when her father died and Chrissie remembers 
being told by her granny that she learned to make 
scones at that age in order to help her mother and 
that she was the main help in looking after the 
other children after their father’s tragic death.

Alasdair tells us, “I wasn’t born until 1939, long 
after the event and I didn’t know the extent of my 
great grandfather’s injuries, only that whatever 

he was wearing got caught up in the gears and 
dragged him into the mechanism.

As far as I remember, two of Murdo Macmillan’s 
sons emigrated to Canada, Iain and Murdo. One 
was injured in WW1 but I’m not sure which one. 
Calum passed away in the Stornoway Hospital 
after having surgery. It was explained afterwards 

that, being thirsty due to 
the effects of the anaes-
thetic he drank some 
water, but the quantity 
consumed proved fatal.

The youngest daugh-
ter Anne had a daugh-
ter, Murdina, Calum 
Campbell’s mother. My 
Grandmother Christina 
married my grandfather, 
a Siarach, (Ailig an-t-Shi-
araich). They lived at 8 
Upper Coll, where I was 
born and brought up. 
Christina and Ailig went 
on to have ten children, 
four sons and six daugh-
ters. Christina outlived 
seven of them before she 
died at the ripe old age 
of 103.The infant mortal-
ity rate was high in the 
1920s and 30s and she 
lost two infants, daughters 
Margaret and Alecina in 
the same week. Later, two 

more girls were born, named after the two who had 
died in infancy. Another young daughter, Kennag, 
died of leukaemia in her late teens. 

Murdo, the eldest, emigrated to Australia, in the 
late 30s, I think. He returned to the family home in 
the late 50s and married Peigi Sheonaidh Toss, 24 
Upper Coll. George was a CPO in the Royal navy 
during WW2 and for some time after spent the 
occasional spell on the Fishery Cruiser locally. He 
married Catherine Thompson (Catriona Stimpy), 4 
Tong Park, and spent a while fishing locally with 
Angie Weems.

Loch a Tuath Gleanings from the 

L. to R. Murdo, George (sitting), Peigi and Alecina, Margaret 
(Maggie Anne, Chrissie’s mother, aged 7), Granny (daughter 
of Murdo Macmillan).

Peigi and Alecina died shortly after this photograph was 
taken. Cairistiona went on to have two more girls, also called 
Peigi and Alecina.
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Highland News, A Follow-up
John Murdo was torpedoed on a merchant ship 
Elysia in 1942 and perished. I remember Dolangie 
MacLeod visiting our house to break the tragic 
news to my grandparents, I was three at the time. 
My Grandmother never got over her loss, there 
was no grave for her son on 
Lewis soil. 

Calum was the youngest, he 
moved down to England to 
work in the Shredded Wheat 
factory in the late 60s.Sadly 
he died in his sleep from 
a fatal heart attack at the 
young age of 42. I flew home 
with his remains accompa-
nied by another daughter 
Peigi, (my Auntie) also living 
in Welwyn Garden City at the 
time. It was yet another trag-
edy for my Grandmother.  My 
auntie Peigi is still alive at the 
grand old age of 96, keeping 
reasonably fit.

Other great grandchildren of 
Murdo are my cousin Chrissie 

in newmarket, my sister Marion in Stornoway and 
two brothers in Crossbost, John Murdo (who drove 
the library van) and Alasdair Iain. Calum Campbell, 
who lives at 26 Back, is also another great grand-
son of the late Murdo.” 

Five Generations of Chrissie’s Family in 1949
L. to R. Margaret Anne Maciver (Maggie Ailig an Shiaraich, Chrissie’s mother), Chrissie 

(mother of baby Christina), Cairistiona Macmillan (widow of the Gress miller and great 
granny of Chrissie), Cairistiona Mhurachaidh an Bàird (Chrissie’s granny)

Broadbay was the anchorage for an unusual visitor for a couple of days in March.  H.M.S. 
Dauntless is the most modern of the Royal navy’s destroyers and is one of six of the Type 45 
Class.  The Dauntless was launched at Govan in January 2007 and was commissioned in 2010.

H.M.S. Dauntless
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Beginner’s Luck as Peter becomes Back Bowling 
Champion
As the indoor season at Back Bowling Club drew 
to a close you could be forgiven for thinking 
that there was nothing left to play for. Well, 
you would be wrong. All that was left 
was to crown the Back singles cham-
pion for the year. Prestigious, cov-
eted, envied and only four games of 
eight ends needed to achieve the 
dream.

not all bowlers were available but 
apart from Ivor Ferguson, whom we 
all wish well as he recovers from ill-
ness, there were no excuses for not 
turning up. Even CAB Stewart was 
only 20 minutes late!

The draw process was complicated, 
but in the capable hands of Kenny 
Macleod and son James, we were 
soon underway with the preliminary 
rounds. First up was newcomer 
Peter O’Donnell and Ian Macleod. It was a tough draw for 
Peter as Iain had finished a close second in the league 
which was won last week by Ali Maclean. The game was 
tight but Peter sneaked it with the last bowl at the last end.

Elsewhere the tie of the round was undoubtedly between 
Ali and Duncan Maclean who could easily claim to be the 
top two bowlers at the club. Again the match was tight and 
although Duncan was always in with a shout he failed to 
get close enough with his last bowl and so the first shock 
of the night was complete.

On the other side of the draw George Fairclough eased 
past Ali ‘Tolsta’ whilst Maclolm Macleod looked in imperi-
ous form as he won through against Alex ‘Moley’ Macleod. 

The quarter finals took the standard of bowling up to a 
higher level. Cab Stewart drew three immaculate bowls in 
the final end to beat Ali Maclean; Kenny Macleod strolled 
past George Fairclough with some consummate short jack 
bowling and Malcom Macleod was in commanding form 
in despatching Sean Martin. Meanwhile Peter O’Donnell 
was demolishing young James Macleod after going 9-0 up 
within five ends. They were all hitting top form but who was 
peaking and who was puffing before the semi-finals?

The semi-finals were a tense affair as you would expect. 
Kenny and Malcolm never played their best but Kenny just 
managed to edge through. On the other carpet Cab Stewart 
seemed to have the upper hand on Peter O’Donnell but 
could only watch in disbelief as Peter, who was playing with 
Cab’s old bowls, stormed back to wrap the game up in the 
seventh end.

So the newcomer Peter O’Donnell had made the final but 
standing in his way was the more experienced bowler in 
Kenny Macleod. The first few ends were tight with Peter 
just ahead but he cranked up the pressure in the sixth end 
counting three delicious bowls to move into a precious four 
bowl lead with two ends remaining. He then delivered two 
exquisite first bowls in the seventh which lay hard against 
the jack and tightened the pressure on Kenny. Kenny’s 

brave last driven bowl could have got him back in the game 
but he could only watch in agony as the jack sailed off the 

carpet and cancelled out the end.

Peter then wrapped things up in the last end 
to claim his first ever bowls title. A notable 

achievement for the young fifty year old 
and something new to add to the tro-
phy cabinet after a long hiatus since 
lifting silverware for the footballing 
side of this club. 

As this year is the 10th anniver-
sary of Peter lifting the Highland 
Amateur Cup for Back FC then 
maybe, just maybe, his name was 
on the trophy all along.

The Kenneth Macdonald ‘Titan’ 
Bowling Competition
The Kenneth 'Titan' MacDonald 
bowling competition took place on 
Saturday22nd February and as 
always, there were people from 

other bowling clubs taking part, making this one of the best 
competitions to be involved in. In fact, there were more 
people wanting to play than we could accommodate, which 
underlines the popularity of it.

The competition consisted of twelve teams play in two sec-
tions playing three games of six ends, and winners would 
be decided on the top two teams in each section playing 
in the semifinals.  At the end of the day, it was the team of 
Alex Cumming, Bob Ferguson and John norman MacLeod 
who were triumphant. 

After the various speeches were delivered and a toast 
was raised to the occasion, the trophy was presented to 
the captain of the winning team by Kenneth MacDonald, 
Titan's nephew. What a fitting way to end the indoor bowl-
ing season. 

In this competition Bob Ferguson replaced Ivor Ferguson, 
who unfortunately was in hospital, and we extend to Ivor 
the good wishes of all the bowling community for a speedy 
recovery.

P. O’Donnell and D.A. Stewart

Beginner’s Luck

Alex Cumming, Bob Ferguson and John Norman Macleod, 
winners of the Kenneth Macdonald ‘Titan’ Trophy

Peter, victorious with his silverware, after 
becoming Back Bowling Champion
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no month is so important in the garden as the month 
of April and, for most it is the most favourite.  It marks 
the beginning of lawn-mowing and it is the month when 
the spring flowers are at their best, when summer bed-
ding plants appear in the garden 
centres and also the month 
to sow seed for autumn 
planting.  Some seeds 
can be sown directly 
where they are to 
grow and some 
benefit from being 
under glass.  

If you have gladiola 
bulbs do not plant 
them all at once, but 
stagger the planting 
to prolong the flowering 
time.  When planting seed 
in trays or pots, if you do not 
have a greenhouse, the window sill is the next best 
thing, giving the seed the necessary warmth and light 
in order to germinate.

Many of the plants which appear as summer and 
autumn bedding plants, are semi-hardy annuals which 
last only for that year.  next is the biennial which has 
a two year lifespan.  Both these are ideal for borders, 
giving a splash of colour. Then there are perennials 
which are long lasting and ideal for any garden, so it 
is good to check what you are buying before planting.  
Due to our cold and wet winters here in the north-west, 

it is best to plant perennials in April in order to give 
them a good start so that they are well-established 
before winter, whereas in warmer, drier areas autumn 
planting is recommended.

  Plants do arrive early in garden centres, as nurser-
ies release them as early as possible and before 

our soil is ready to receive them.  Last year 
the sweet pea plugs arrived too early for our 

part of the world, which resulted in their 
becoming pot-bound before the soil was 
sufficiently warm for planting out.  Some 
gardeners are put off planting certain 
vegetables because of the possibility of 
bolting year after year.  What is the exact 
cause of bolting - a plant going to seed 
before it develops?  It is as if the plant is 
being tricked into producing seed before 
its time.  It could be due to a poor variety 
of plant; a check in the growth due to 
the cold; too long in the pot before trans-

planting; or allowing the plant to dry out.

Finally, how are we to plant the poppy seeds?  Well, 
poppies are hardy plants and the seed can be sown 
direct in drills, with the soil finely raked and the seed 
covered lightly, making sure the soil does not dry out 
and always following the instructions on the packet.  
Or, alternatively, they can be sown in trays, under 
shelter, eventually transplanting them out.

From the Poileagan

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...April, a Favourite Gardening Month
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Salted Caramel Tart
If, like me, you have more than one sweet tooth, the 
thought of adding salt to caramel may make your toes curl 
in horror. Try this recipe and your ideas will change. Serve 
this with a quenelle of crème fraiche and wash it down with 
a rich espresso.

now, if at first glance you look at the list of ingredients and 
think ‘oh help’ fear not.  The recipe is actually very easy to 
make, take your time and relax!

Ingredients:

Sweet shortcrust pastry:
180 g plain flour
20 g ground almonds (for those with a food allergy just use 
200g plain or g/f flour)
100 g chilled butter, cubed, plus extra for greasing
1 tbsp. icing sugar
1/2 - 1 lightly beaten egg

Caramel Mixture:
225 g caster sugar
100 g chilled butter, cubed, plus extra for greasing
100 ml double cream
1 heaped tsp vanilla rock salt, or flaked sea salt (don’t be 
stingy with this)

Chocolate Layer:
100 g caster sugar
2 eggs
2 egg yolks
275 g dark chocolate
150 g butter, cubed
A splash of Amaretto 
(optional, but oh so 
nice)

The Pastry Case
Pop the flour, ground almonds, butter 
and icing sugar in a food processor and whizz briefly until 
the mix resembles breadcrumbs.  

now, add half the beaten egg and continue to pulse the 
mixture for a few seconds until it looks as if it is just going 
to come together.  Add more egg if you have to but just 
enough to make the mix moist enough to come together.  
There will be a little bit left over. Do not throw it out, you will 
need it later.  Don’t be tempted to keep on processing until 
you get a playdough-like ball.  This will only ensure you 
have a tough, texture-less pastry. Trust me on this!

Tip the mix onto a floured board and with your hands, bring 
it together and flatten into a circle about an inch thick.  
Wrap this in clingfilm and chuck it into the fridge for an 
hour to rest.

When you’re ready to begin again, roll out the pastry.  You 
want it to be fairly thin.  I’m not going to mention measure-
ments. Have a look with your eye. About a quarter of an 
inch thick should be sufficient.  Here’s a tip I’ve learned 
down the years. To save having flour flying everywhere, cut 
two sheets of clingfilm.  Pop the pastry between them and 
roll out.  The clingfilm doesn’t stick, the rolling pin glides 
across smoothly ensuring an evenly rolled pastry and you 
are not left with a horrible mess to clear up afterwards.

Butter a 23cm loose bottomed tart tin. Any shape will do, 

just make sure the pastry is rolled out to line the base and 
sides of your tin.

Press the pastry into the edges of the tin and neaten the 
edges.  Prick the base all over with a fork and chill the 
pastry in the fridge for another 30 minutes or the freezer for 
10 minutes.  This will stop your pastry from shrinking when 
you cook it.  Don’t throw away that clingfilm....!

Now preheat your oven to 180C/gas 4

Remove the pastry from the fridge. Take the Clingfilm you 
used to roll it out, line the pastry with it and fill with baking 
beans or dried pulses.  I keep a tub of dried chick peas 
which I use time and time again to ‘bake blind’ when I am 
making tarts and pastries.

Bake the pastry in your preheated oven for 15 – 20 minutes 
or until the pastry is dry to the touch. Remove the clingfilm 
and baking beans then brush the pastry with the remainder 
of that beaten egg.  Pop the tart case back in the oven 
for another 3 minutes until the pastry turns a light golden 
shade.  Take it out of the oven and set it aside to cool. 
(Leave the oven on... you will require its services shortly.

The Caramel 
Pop the sugar and 75ml water into a heavy-based 
saucepan over a low heat and stir until the sugar dissolves.

Add the butter, stirring as it melts into the sugar syrup.  
Allow it to come up to a bubble, and leave it, stirring 

occasionally, for about quarter of an hour or until 
you have a light, toffee-coloured mixture. At this 

point, pour in the cream, add the sea salt and 
boil it for another 3 or 4 minutes until the cara-
mel is slightly thickened.

Allow this to cool.  

Time for the chocolate layer...
Whisk the sugar, eggs and egg yolks until thickened 

and creamy in colour. You are going for mousse-like 
consistency here.

Place the chocolate, amaretto and butter in a heatproof 
bowl over a pan of simmering water and allow to melt 
gently.

Beat it well to get a rich, dark and glossy mixture and allow 
to cool slightly for a minute or two before adding to the sug-
ary mousse, whisking well until you again have a smooth, 
dark and glossy concoction.

Now comes the fun part...
Spread the caramel over the cooled pastry base.Spoon the 
chocolate mixture over the caramel, spreading it evenly.  At 
this stage, if you fancy, you can also strew a few flakes of 
vanilla rock or sea salt over the chocolate for pure ‘chefi-
ness’.

Bake the tart for about 20 minutes or until it is almost set 
but still a bit wobbly. Remove from the oven and allow to 
cool in the tin for 40–45 minutes.

Dust the top with some sieved icing sugar before removing 
to a beautiful serving plate and serving in slices with some 
crème fraiche.

now you can experiment with all sorts of salted caramel 
recipes.... salted caramel millionaire shortbread.... salted 
Banoffee pie.....salted caramel meringues.... the possibili-
ties are endless!
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Material for  
publication in the MAY issue of Loch a Tuath News must be 

in before WEDNESDAY 16th APRIL 2014

Back row: Katag Maciver. Iain Macleod (Mac Banntrach Iain Darrie). Iain Murdo Campbell (Mac a Chuilean). Kenneth Macdonald (Mac 
Moley). Callum Dan Macleod (Mac noffan). Donald n. Maciver (Mac a Yach). Kenny Don Macleod (Mac a Bhuilar). Angus Macleod (Mac 
normanna). John Murdo Morrison (Mac Mhurchaidh an Foderan). Kenny Maciver (Mac Fiadh). Peter Maclean (Mac Tack). Angus Murdo 
Macleod (Mac Mary Jean). 
Middle row: Donald Hector Macleod (Mac Banntrach Iain Darrie). John Angus Mackenzie (Mac Dollan Iain Thormoid).Willie Angie Morrison 
(Mac Coinneach Chuigs). Angus Macaulay (Mac Mhurds). Catriona Macinnes ( nighean Stoggy). Eilean Macmillan (nighean Marie Giant). 
Kitty Martin (nighean Dollan Dhubail). Marie Macleod (nighean Inag). Joan Kennedy (nighean Iain Mast). Etta Bella Macleod (nighean 
Mhurchaidh Dearg). Alasdair Macleod (Mac a Bhioran). Iain Dan Maclean (Mac Giggs). James Iain Macdonald (Mac Glen). Gordon 
Maclennan (Mac Mhurchaidh Uisdean Bhig).
Front row: Alasdair Beaton (Mac Iain Feadan). Chrissie Macaskill (nighean Dan Sheorais a Bhideanaich). Joey Morrison (nighean Yoona). 
Murdina Macleod (nighean Moley Laddie). Anna Maciver (nighean Iain a Yep). Rhoda Ferguson (nighean niall Iomhair). Chrissie Bell 
Maciver (nighean Chonochan). Mary Maciver (nighean Iain Kelson). Agnes M. Macleod (nighean a Bhuilar). Mary F. Mackenzie (nighean  
Choinneach Thormoid). Catherine Morrison (nighean Dhomhnaill Chuigs). Dolina Macleod (nighean Samson). Kirsty Bell Ferguson 
(nighean Dholly an Sine).

W. Macleod (Headmaster), 
Miss Macleod, Miss 
Maciver and the pupils 
photographed in the 
early eighties with the 
old schoolhouse, now 
demolished, in the 
background

P1/2 Back School 1958

Tong School


