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Welcome to the first issue of Volume 
24. It’s not quite the issue I thought 
it was going to be when I started 
putting it together…COVID-19 has 
changed our lives in an extremely 
short space of time. I’m struggling 
to process it all myself. We have 
extensive coverage in this issue. I will refer you 
to the Coinneach Aig Baile column, on page 
27, and to the ‘Special Report’ on p6. Things 
are changing daily, if not hourly, at the time of 
writing, so I’m 100% confident more will have 
happened since we put this edition together. 
The problem with print media is that it is out 
of date before it hits the shelves; even the daily 
newspapers have this problem. Therefore, 
please do keep an eye on our Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram pages for updates and keep in 
touch with each other. We also haven’t printed 
our usual ‘What’s On’ section this month for 
fear of adding to the confusion.

Aside from the COVID situation, and on a 
more positive note, a new volume is time for 
a little refresh of things, so the eagle-eyed 
among you will notice some subtle changes, 
as well as bigger ones. We are delighted to 
tell you that we have introduced two extra 
colour pages, so we will now have six full col-
our pages in each issue instead of four (eight 
in this issue to cheer us all up a bit). This is 
a huge improvement and gives us far more 
options with regard to layout. We’ve attempt-
ed to streamline some of the fonts used, and 
the back pages will now be used for sport, as 
with most newspapers. We are still keen for 
your input to keep improving the magazine. 
In particular, we would like to encourage 
Letters to the Editor, and opinion pieces on 
any topic relevant to the local area. Don’t be 
shy! We also need your help in collecting 
the village news. Please contact your village 
correspondents or email the editor directly. 
We can’t do it without you. This month has 
been particularly difficult to get news from 
the bailtean, so I would like to thank every-
one who has pulled together to produce this 
month’s edition. It hasn’t been an easy one. 
Remember, it is entirely free of charge to put 
news and photos in! We want to be your one-
stop-shop for sharing your special memories, 
such as new babies, weddings, graduations, 
prize-winnings, and so on. 

I was looking back at the survey we con-
ducted last year and I am pleased that we 
have managed to meet most of your requests. 
We’ve been publishing a Nature’s Diary col-
umn, Back in Time and Old Photos are still 

regular features.  We’ve been 
working hard to publish 
more interviews, although 
we do appreciate that the 
interviews haven’t been with 
older folk and their memo-
ries of the area, which came 
out as a ‘must’ in the survey 
results. Unfortunately, as vol-
unteers, most of whom have 
other full-time jobs, it’s really 
hard for us to find the time to 
do these. Therefore, if anyone 
would like to volunteer to 

help us with this, we would be really grate-
ful. And on that note, our AGM is scheduled 
for July (COVID situation depending), so we 
would invite you now to start thinking about 
whether you’d like to join the team. We are 
especially keen to get someone from Tong on 
our committee, so get your thinking caps on! 

Finally, we must inform you that we have 
taken the decision to close the LATN office. 
The main reasons behind this are threefold. 
Firstly, as a freelance editor, I work from 
home and have done so for many years. I 
have a good set-up and can do nearly every-
thing LATN-related from the comfort of my 
own study. Secondly, we decided that as I 
used the office so infrequently, we would be 
better putting the money we currently spend 
on rent into improvements in the magazine, 
for example the aforementioned new col-
our pages. Thirdly, print media is in decline 
worldwide and we have had to cut our print 
run significantly over the last few months. This 
means our income is down a bit, but we are 
determined to keep our cover price at £2 for 
as long as we possibly can and keep donating 
to local causes. Please, please, please continue to 
support us by buying a copy—and do let me 
know if there’s something we could improve 
on that would make you more likely to keep 
buying LATN.

All letters can now be sent to my home 
address as listed elsewhere on this page. 

Stay safe in these trying times, look after each 
other and follow the government’s advice. We 
can survive this only if we work as one. 

Until next time.
Jayne

www.lochatuathnews.com

 www.facebook.com/LochaTuathNews

 @lochatuathnews

 instagram.com/lochatuathnews

Cover image courtesy Iain Kennedy
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Loch a Tuath News by named 
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Submit an article or a photograph to the Loch a Tuath News by post (10 Broadbay View, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LA) or by email (latneditor2@outlook.com). Contributions are 
preferred in digital format if possible. We are able to scan photos and documents. Please 
contact the editor to make an appointment. If you need to have an article typed, please 
contact the secretary.

Missed any issues? If you would like a copy of any Loch a Tuath News sent to you, then 
please get in touch with Willie Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose 
£3.50 to cover cost and postage.

We need you to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of 
the community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the district, 
but they need your help. See the contact details on this page. Thanks!
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Back
New Babies
We are delighted to welcome two new 
babies into the Back fold this month. 
Congratulations to Stephen Campbell (mac 
Banna) and his wife Lillian (53b Back) 
on the birth of their daughter Ellie on 24 
February. Ellie, who arrived safely a few 
weeks ahead of schedule, is a little sister 
for Lucas, and a new grandchild for John 
Murdo and Christine Murray (Newvalley), 
and Etta Campbell (formerly of 53 Back).  

We also extend our congratulations to 
Douglas and Heather Macleod (Inverurie) 
on the birth of their daughter Rachel on 16 
March. Rachel is a wee sister for Andrew, 
a second grandchild for Iain and Margaret 
Martin (Helensburgh) and Dolina and 
Norman Macleod (Stornoway), and a 
second great-grandchild for Chirsty Ann 
MacArthur (50 Back).

An interesting titbit links the two babies. 
Mr Macleod and Mrs Campbell were in 
the same class from nursery through to 
primary 7 in Laxdale school! 

Bereavement
On 17 March we heard the news that Nellie 
Beaton had passed away in Hamilton, 
Ontario, Canada aged 90 years. She and 
her late husband Geordie Beaton, 40 
Vatisker, emigrated to Canada many years 
ago. Nellie was bereaved of both her par-
ents Neil and Chirsty Stewart at a young 
age and was then raised at the home of her 
grandfatherx Norman MacGregor (Tormod 
Eachainn), 54 Back. She is fondly remem-
bered by the older generation as a cheer-
ful, kind and gentle individual. In their 
time of sadness we extend our sympathy 
to her relatives in Back and Vatisker.

Our condolences also go to Calum Maclean 
and family, 58 Back, following the passing 
of his mother Catherine, late of Cross 
Skigersta Road, Ness.  

Former Teacher Passes Away
A generation of former schoolchildren will 
be saddened to hear that Chirsty Ann 
Macleod passed away on 15 March. She 
taught at Back School from the late 60s 
through to the early 90s and during the 
writer's time there she was the Primary 
5 teacher. On encountering Chirsty Ann 
after she retired she always expressed a 
keen interest in the destinations of her for-
mer pupils. Known to many as Ciorstaidh 
Ann Bhrue she was a professing Christian 
for many years and was a regular visitor 
to Back during our communion seasons. 
Our thoughts are with her relations at this 
sad time. 

Chirsty Ann's funeral at Barvas Cemetery 
on 20 March was the first graveside ser-
vice to take place on Lewis following the 
restrictions placed on public gatherings 
during this global pandemic. A solemn 
reminder, if we needed it, of the unprec-
edented times that we are currently living 
through.

Get Well Wishes

We send our best wishes to Nellie Maciver 
(2 Back), who is currently receiving medi-
cal treatment. Get well soon. 

New Driver
Congratulations to Euan Mackenzie (mac 
Red; 59 Back) who recently passed his 
driving test. Wishing you many years of 
safe driving. 

Belated Congratulations
Belated congratulations to Josie Duncan, 
daughter of Còisir Sgìre a’ Bhac’s conduc-
tor Avril Duncan, who was a finalist in 
BBC Radio Scotland’s Young Traditional 
Musician of the Year on 2 February.

Volunteers Sought
Volunteers are being sought to supervise the 
community skip in Back on Saturday morn-
ings 10-12pm. Contact Shona McLellan 
Taigh na Bruaich, New Street, if you can 
help (when things get back to normal).

Bella Cup
Congratulations to Ellen Mcmurdo, 8 New 
Street, Back, who was awarded the Bella 
Cup for Stornoway Running and Athletics 
Club (SRAC) 2019 for her consistent con-
tribution to the SRAC team, regularity at 
events and training, an outstanding atti-
tude and demonstrating good discipline. 
Photo courtesy SRAC Facebook page.

Vatisker
Bereavements
His many friends and relatives in the Back 
district were sorry to learn of the passing 
of William Macleod (Uilleam Ailig Phàdruig) 
on 17 February aged 84 years. At his funeral 
service he was described as "a kind and 
gracious Christian gentleman", a sentiment 
with which all who knew him would con-
cur. The warmth of welcome afforded to 
visitors by Uilleam and his late wife Dollag 
to their home in Tong was exemplary and it 
seems hard to accept that their place within 
our community is now empty. In their sad 
loss we extend our sympathy to his son 
Donald, daughter Alison Anne, the grand-
children and his sister Annie Stewart (Anna 
Bheag) at 18 Vatisker.

On 8 March, Donald John Macaskill, affec-
tionately known to all as Teenie passed away 
at Dun Berisay aged 73 years. The only son 
of John and Jane Macaskill (Leòid agus Sìne 
Bheag), he spent his formative years at 3a 
Vatisker but resided in Stornoway for most 
of his adult life. Of a friendly and obliging 
nature, Teenie was a popular individual with 
all ages. His dry sense of humour ensured 
that he was a natural performer in the plays 
staged by the Back drama groups of the 
60s and 70s, roles with which he is fondly 
remembered. He is survived by his sister 
Cathy Morag Macleod, 1 Broadbay View, 
and her family, to whom we offer our sym-
pathy in their bereavement. 

Young Musicians
Well done to Coinneach Mackenzie (22A), 

who was awarded a highly commended 
certificate in the primary piano section of 
the Young Musician of the Year competition 
(see also Coll news).

Coll
New Baby
John Norman Ross Graham was born on 16 
February 2020 to Andrew and Mairi, Upper 
Bayble. Neil and Lesley, 1 Coll, are delighted 
to welcome their first grandchild.

Bereavement
We regret to record the passing of Alexander 
Maclennan (Ailig Uisdein), 15b Coll, on 21 
February. Aged 97 years, he was the old-
est man in the Back district. His passing is 
a moment for reflection as he was the last 
local resident who served in WW2, during 
which he was based with the RAF in Sicily. 
Of a quiet and unassuming disposition, 
Alex was a well liked and respected indi-
vidual and will be much missed within the 
community. In their bereavement we offer 
our sympathy to his wife Peggy (Peigi a' 
Bhrùnaich) and sons Hugh, John Alex and 
Iain. Alex was predeceased by another son 
Kenneth in 1977. 

Condolences
Our deepest condolences go to Joan Mackay 
(formerly of 58 Outend Coll, nighean Shonnie 
an Shon) and her husband, Neil, on the sud-
den passing of Neil’s father Murdo Mackay 
(Shawbost), in February. We extend our 
sympathy also to his widow, Marion, and all 
the extended family.

80th Birthday
Congratulations to Angus Macleod 
(Cangan), 51 Coll, who celebrated his 80th 
birthday on 16 January. 

Get Well Wishes
Get well wishes go to Iain Angie Murray 
(57 Coll), who has recently had a spell in 
hospital. 

New Member for Bòrd na Gàidhlig
A new member for Bòrd na Gàidhlig is 
Stewart Macleod, 62 Outend Coll. He is a 
qualified accountant with varied experience 
in public finance. Stewart currently lives 
near Edinburgh and is a longstanding mem-
ber of Lothian Gaelic Choir. 

Young Musicians
Well done to James Anderson (92 Outend), 
who was awarded a highly commended cer-
tificate in the primary piano section of the 

As Na 
Bailtean
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 Rachel Macleod (Back)

New Baby!

Ellie Campbell (Back)
 John Norman Ross Graham (Coll) 

 Rhys Macritchie (Upper Coll) Jack Macritchie (Upper Coll)

New Babies!

Cara Macritchie (Upper Coll) 

Ruaraidh Cowan (Gress) James Anderson and Coinneach 
Mackenzie (Coll/Vatisker) Angus Macleod (Coll)  Arran Culley (Gress)

Talent
ed Macritchies
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Young Musician of the Year competition 
(see also Vatisker news).

Prince's Trust
Well done to Cameron Urquhart 
(Galashiels), son of Richard and Sheena, 
and grandson of Ishbel and Willie 
Maclean (42b Coll), who has completed 6 
weeks of training with the Prince’s Trust 
at Borders General Hospital. He starts his 
nurse training in Edinburgh shortly.

Gress
Congratulations
There are a few young people who are 
deserving of our congratulations this 
month. 

Well done to Craig Macleod (11a), who has 
completed his electrical apprenticeship.

Luke Macleod (18a) won an award for 
volunteering with the Air Training Corps, 
leading and instructing a group of younger 
cadets.

Congratulations to Ruaraidh Cowan on 
winning a 1st on the chanter in the pri-
mary section of the Western Isles Young 
Musicians’ competition held on 7 March. 
Ruaraidh is the oldest son of Euan and 
Geraldine (30 Gress). Well done also to 
Arran Culley (39b), who also got a 1st in 
trumpet at the same competition. Arran 
performed in Perth with the Lewis and 
Harris Youth Concert Band to compete in 
the Scottish Concert Band Festival. 

Bereavement

We were saddened to hear of the passing 
of Alasdair Stewart (Alasdair Neil John). 
He moved to Upper Coll from 16 Gress 
when he married Jessie Graham. He will 
be greatly missed in church circles and the 
elderly will miss his visits. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with Jessie and the family. 

Get Well Wishes
Get well wishes are extended to John 
Norman (Tohan) Macleod following his 
surgery. We hope he has a speedy recov-
ery and we see him out and about when 
the better weather arrives.

Tong
Bereavement
We were saddened to hear of the pass-
ing of a village stalwart and a respected 
church elder, William MacLeod, 25 Aird 
Tong. He was known to many across 
the island as Willie Isles through his long 
association with Isles Construction Ltd. 
Willie was an original member of the Tong 
Recreation Association and he played 
a key role in the building of the Tong 
Community Hall. Predeceased by his wife 
Dollag, he is survived by his son Donald, 
daughter Alison Anne and their families, 
and by his sister Annie Stewart, Vatisker.

Farewell
We wish Joan Matheson, Still Waters, 
Aird Tong, all the very best on her move 
to Bishopbriggs in Glasgow.  This move 
will take her closer to her family and sis-
ter. You will be missed in the village and 
as part of the LATN team.

Village Clean Up
All being well, the village clean-up will 
take place on the 26 April. As always we 
require the help of volunteers on the day. 
A village newsletter will be distributed 
ahead of the event. 

Band Night
This event was a huge success. People 
came from all over to enjoy an evening of 
music and dancing. A raffle was also held 
on the night. The evening raised a total of 
£1153 for hall funds. We look forward to 
the next one! 

Upper Coll
Bereavements
We were all very sorry to hear of the 
passing of Alasdair Stewart (Alasdair Neil 
John) of 13 Upper Coll on 4 March aged 
88 years. He will be remembered across 
our district as an esteemed church elder, 
a Sunday School teacher and a faith-
ful visitor to the old, the sick and the 
bereaved. Alasdair was a member of the 
original committee of Loch a Tuath News 
in 1997 and was instrumental in raising a 
considerable amount of funding through 
contacting local businesses for advertis-
ing. He was also the first correspondent 
for Upper Coll in the Bailtean columns. 
We send our most sincere condolences 
to Jessie and to Alasdair’s brother and 
sisters, Donald, Etta and Cairistìona. We 
also remember the extended family at 
home and away. He will be sorely missed 
by everyone in the community. 

Get well wishes
We send our best wishes to any villagers 
who have been unwell or in hospital.

Congratulations 
Congratulations are due to all the young 
Macritchies at number 12!

Rhys, pictured opposite dressed up for 
his sixth year dinner dance, has passed 
his driving test. Jack has been awarded 
an SVQ2 in Health and Social Care. He 
is pictured with his Gran Murdina after 
the SVQ ceremony. Cara was awarded 
a Highly Commended in the Primary 
Woodwind section of Young Musicians 
for her clarinet playing. She is shown 
with her certificate. Very well done to 
all of you and thank you for sharing 
your news and for your pictures too.

Village news
If anyone has any news at all they would 
like us to include in the Upper Coll col-
umn please do get in touch. We would 
love to hear from you.

New Baby!

 Ellen Mcmurdo (right, Back)

Cameron Urquhart (Coll) 
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coronavirus-covid-19) and that of the 
World Health Organization (https://
www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/
novel-coronavirus-2019). 

If you are affected by this, and need 
help with shopping and getting pre-
scriptions, and even just to chat, for 
the Loch a’ Tuath Area, please call this 
number: 07379 684 131.

If you live in Tong, you may wish to 
contact a member of the TRA: 07817 
530 062.

If you wish to volunteer to help in your 
area, call either of the numbers above. 
You can also cut out the form on p20 
and put it through doors in your village 
to let people know you are available to 
them. 

There is no need for anybody to be 
struggling or to be lonely. Offer your 
support if you can.

TIMELINE

On 17 March, CNES announced the 
closure of all their leisure facilities on 
the island, and on 18 March the Scottish 
government took the step of deciding 
to close all schools as of 20 March until 
further notice. It is speculated that they 
won’t re-open until later in the summer. 
Face-to-face teaching at UHI has also 
been suspended. 

On 19 March, it was announced that 
bus drivers will no longer be handling 
cash. Those with concessionary cards 
may continue to use these. All other 
passengers will not be charged for their 
journeys. Those with Slàinte Mhath 
subscriptions to ISL facilities will not 
be charged over the next few weeks, i.e. 
Direct Debit payments will not be taken 
from bank accounts until further notice.

Keep an eye on the CnES website for 
further updates, particularly regarding 
what will happen over coming weeks in 
education: www.cne-siar.gov.uk

Following on from Dr Finlayson’s 
update and information about corona-
virus in last month’s issue, a lot has hap-
pened since then, as you are all aware. 
As of 23 March, we are now in a ‘lock-
down’ situation. What does this mean?

For at least 3 weeks, all non-essen-
tial shops, libraries, parks and play-
grounds, and places of worship will 
be closed. People must stay at home 
except for:

• essential shopping for food or medi-
cines only, and only once a day;
• exercise once a day alone or with 
someone from the same household;
• travel to and from essential work;
• social events, including weddings 
and christenings, must not take place;
• funerals are restricted to immediate 
family only;
• gatherings of two or more people are 
prohibited.

Emergency legislation is being put 
in place to give police the power to 
enforce these measures, probably in the 
form of fines.

FOLLOW THE ADVICE

At the time of writing, there has been no 
case recorded on the island. However, 
people are being asked to self-isolate if 
they have any of the symptoms: a new 
continuous cough and/or a fever/high 
temperature (37.8C or higher). You may 
feel warm, cold or shivery. 

If you are around anyone who is coughing/sneez-
ing, try to maintain a distance of at least 1 meter 
(your arm span). Avoid touching your eyes, nose 
and mouth, and wash your hands frequently with 
regular soap and water, or alcohol gel. Practice 
respiratory hygiene. Cover your mouth and nose 
if you are sneezing or coughing. 

Reliable sources of information include the NHS 
Scotland website (https://www.nhsinform.scot/ill-
nesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/
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COVID-19

If you need help with shop-
ping and getting prescriptions 

during
self-isolation, volunteers are 

on hand to help

Back Community Council 
helpline phone number is

07379 684 131

Loganair are to reduce the number of 
flights to the island, and the ferry is 
now closed to all except for essential 
travel and freight only. Visit the Calmac 
website to see their list of priorities for 
what gets on board. 

Coll centre closed its doors to the public 
on 17 March, with all clubs and activ-
ities suspended until further notice. 
The Gress Angling Association’s trout 
tagging day, scheduled for 21 March, 
has been cancelled, as has all foot-
ball, including at the amateur level, 
as instructed by the SFA. Pony Club’s 
Easter camp has also been cancelled, as 
have any other gatherings. The annual 
40th Reunion, usually held in April, has 
been tentatively rescheduled for the 
autumn.

The Free Church has suspended all 
services; attendance at funerals should 
be limited to graveside services only; 
and all pastoral services should be sus-
pended, including visits to those self-
isolating at home. Stornoway funer-
al directors Archibald Macrae have 
stopped using the lift and are taking the 
deceased’s coffin straight to the grave-
yard. The traditional processions have 
also been halted until further notice.

To re-order prescriptions, phone the 
pharmacy and avoid going in if pos-
sible. If you have any symptoms of a 
cough/cold/fever, do not go in person. 
Ask someone to collect your prescrip-
tion for you or ask them to deliver. Back 
pharmacy are, at the time of writing, 
still doing deliveries but they ask that 
prescriptions can be left at the door so 
that the driver does not have to come 
into any unnecessary contact with peo-
ple. Keep up to date with the pharmacy 
rules on their Facebook page.

As you are no doubt aware, there has 
been an issue with people stockpiling 
goods, despite daily news bulletins and 
government updates to say that there is 
no need to do this. The supply chains 
are still in place. Be mindful of others 
and don’t buy more than you need for 
your household. First Minister, Nicola 
Sturgeon, reiterated on 20 March the 
importance of not panic buying. If you 
see someone struggling, please try and 
help in any way you can. 

WHAT NEXT?

It is likely that this information will 
have been updated and changed many 
times by the time this issue hits the 
shelves. Keep up to date by follow-
ing the government guidelines (https://
www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/) 
and keeping an eye on the various 
local Facebook pages, such as our own, 
and the welovestornoway.com website, 
which is updated very regularly.
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In light of COVID-19 (coronavirus) all things are changed and, 
as with all other organisations, there will be no meetings of the 
Community Council in the next while.

This means that despite a good response from the community 
to our recent survey we cannot go ahead and arrange a time to 
present our findings. The Community Council is very apprecia-
tive of all who took the time to fill in and return these forms.

During this difficult and uncertain time, the Community Council 
is keen to help people in the area and would be happy to try to 

arrange to collect and deliver shopping, prescriptions, etc. If this 
would be of help to you, please call our dedicated phone line 
07379 684 131 and we will try and help.

If you are able to offer to help in any way, please also phone this 
number and give your contact details and we will then be able 
to get in touch if anyone needs this kind of help.

In the meantime, please follow the government guidelines; wash 
your hands while singing Happy Birthday or Sine Bhan! Stay 
safe, look after yourselves and hopefully this will be over soon.

Back Community Council Update - April 2020

2020 is shaping up to be a busy year at Tong Hall. The Tong 
Recreation Association has already started the year with some 
big developments and a big party. 

In January we launched our new website tonghall.uk, where 
you can now find all our latest news, events, make bookings 
online and find out all about the hall and TRA. You can also 
sign up to our newsletter so you can keep up to date with all 
at the hall, including all our latest fundraising events. 

The hall’s event calendar is already filling up for 2020 with 
dates for our regular events such as village clean-ups, bonfire 
and annual village scarecrow competition already confirmed. 
We also have a whole range of fundraising events planned, 

including a sponsored walk, soup and pudding lunches, a village fun day and more. Dates for all these events will be com-
ing very soon (and COVID-19 depending).

We have already started our fundraising for 2020 with a bang. We held our first Band Night in March. We welcomed many 
to the hall for a great night of dancing, raffles and fun with a great line up of music and the night raised over £1000. We 
have been overwhelmed by kind comments and support for the event and hope to host another in the summer. We will 
keep you posted. 

Developments for the hall and facilities are also well underway. We were lucky enough to secure funding from the Landfill 
Trust to do a lot of much needed work to 
our roof last year. This year we have secured 
more funding from The National Lottery 
Fund Awards for All to update our play 
park and this spring, with the generous 
support of Breedons, we will be installing 
some new equipment and giving the park a 
much needed facelift. We are also working 
with CNES and lots of lovely people in the 
Loch a’ Tuath district to develop the new 
funds available via Crown Estate Funding.  

So, make sure you visit tonghall.uk or the 
Tong Hall Facebook page to keep up to 
date. You can also always reach us on tong-
centre@gmail.com

Kathryn Lamont Smith (TRA Vice Chair)

Dates for your diary (subject to change depending on the latest 
government advice regarding COVID-19)

• Spring Clean Up: 25 April 2020
• Tong Scarecrow Competition: week commencing 27 August 2020
• Autumn Clean Up: 24 October 2020
• Village Bonfire: 7 November 2020

More events to be confirmed ASAP.

 A facelift is 
coming!

 TRA committee

 Band Night

Tong Hall News
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International Women’s Day
Saturday 14 March saw another great celebration of women at 
Back FRC. The number attending was depleted slightly by the 
fear of COVID-19, but for those who ventured out a great day 
was had.

The art exhibition, as in previous years, was wonderful to see, 
with a wide range of medium and artists on display. Some 

B ack Footbal l and Recreation Cl ub - Upd ate

We understand this is very disappointing and apologise for 
any inconvenience caused. 

Updates will be available through our website and Facebook 
page as the situation changes. If you have any questions 
about future bookings please get in touch with Terri on 
07497925905 or email backfrc@gmail.com

The gym is included in this closure notice and as compensa-
tion all annual memberships will be extended by the period 
of closure automatically once we reopen. In the meantime 
we hope to be able to make available some information on 
workout programmes that can be done at home via our web-
site shortly.

wonderful lunches were available thanks to Sgoil a’ Bhac 
Parent council, and visitors could choose from a range of crea-
tive activities in the hall or some wonderful workshops in one 
of the side rooms. 

One of the highlights of the day was the Back Brownies ‘Best 
Raffle Ever’, the top prize of which included some much-
coveted toilet roll. 

Overall, a great time was had by all. Thanks must go to all 
the volunteers and workshop leaders who helped to make it 
happen.

Back Football and Recreation Club is closed.

Following the advice from Scottish Government (16 March) 
that all non-essential social contact should be avoided, we 
have made the difficult decision to close the centre and cancel 
all clubs and classes for the foreseeable future. 

 Some of 
the artwork 
on display

 Round the 
stalls

Enjoying a 
cuppa 

The 'best 
raffle ever' 

was won by 
Rhoda 
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NORRIE'S GARAGE
 Cars and Commercial Servicing and Repairs 

 MOT  Tyres 

 Wheel Alignment & Wheel Balancing 

 Large Stock of Truck and Trailer Parts 

TEL: 01851 705398
Email: info@norriesgarage.co.uk

43 BELLS ROAD, STORNOWAY

ISLE OF LEWIS HS1 2RL

GOOD RANGE OF 
TYRES IN STOCK
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Araich agus rinn iad 
àite airson fasgadh.

EP1–2 visit the 
Blackhouse 

EP1–2 had a great day out 
related to their topic ‘When 

Granny was a Girl’.  They got to 
see the houses that granny/great-

granny or great-great granny lived in. 
During their trip they visited the Arnol 

blackhouse and whitehouse, and visited the 
Gearrannan blackhouse village.

Scholastic Bookfair

The annual Scholastic bookfair was 
held and run by GP5–7 in February 
and was a huge success. A total 
of £639.74 was raised at the event. 
The school receives 50% of the final 
amount as commission so £319.87 
will be spent on resources for our 
school library.

Library Visit

EP3–4 had a lovely visit to the 
library this term. The class had Flat 
Stanley read to them and had fun 

A’ còcaireachd biadh Iapanach

Tha GP5, 6, 7 ag ionnsachadh tòrr mu dheidheinn Iapan. Abair 
gu robh spòrs aca a’ cocaireachd. Bhlas iad sushi, feamainn 
agus wasabi. 

Dè am beachd a th’agaibh air wasabi?

‘Grod.’

‘Bha e uamhasach teth ach math.’

‘Cha bu chaomh leum an blas ach bu chaomh leum 
an teas.’

‘Bha feamainn a’ còrdadh riumsa agus thug mi e 
dhachaigh airson ithe.’

Ambulance Visit

EP1–2 had a visit from an ambulance today. Richard 
and Chris, both paramedics, spoke to the children 
about their job.  They also opened up their big bag to 
let them explore bandages, slings, the foil blanket and 
much more. The most exciting part was seeing the ambu-
lance. The children described this as ‘epic’!

Learning About World War 2

EP5–6 had a visit from Mr MacDonald of the Stornoway Historical Society 
who shared his knowledge about World War 2 and the role the Isle of Lewis 
played and the impact this war had on the island.

Achievers’ Assembly

Here are our achievers for 
February.  We had such a 
lot of children who have 
achieved in lots of ways 
over the last few weeks. 
Congratulations to all.

Out and About with the 
Sgoil Araich

Bha tòrr spòrs aig an Sgoil 
Araich an dè. Thàinig 
Tim Pickering dhan Sgoil 

 Making sushi!

Sgoil a’ Bhac

 Tim Pickering building shelters with Sgoil Araich
 Sgoil Araich outdoors

Bu
i ldi

ng 
She

lter
s

February Achievers 
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thinking about what doors they would slide under if they were flat.

Cosmos Planetarium

The cosmos Planetarium visited Sgoil a’ Bhac earlier this session. 
All the children from the Sgoil Araich up to P7 spent time inside 
the dome. First of all they went on a voyage into space with Buzz 
Aldrin, Neil Armstrong and Michael Collins, before going to 
visit some of the planets in more detail.

School Closure

The whole community will be aware that on18 March, the First 
Minister for Scotland, Nicola Sturgeon, held a press conference 
announcing the closure of all schools from Friday 20 March 2020 
in order to suppress the spread of the virus COVID-19. Schools 

remained open for the last week of term in order to 
meet the needs of children of Key Workers. From 
Monday 30 March the children of Key Workers will 
be catered for within Hubs across the islands. This 
is likely to continue once the start of term resumes. 
The Director of Education along with other Senior 
Officers and Head Teachers have been very busy 
throughout this period making sure that learning 
and teaching continues - albeit in a different form. 
The great majority of our pupils and staff are now 
involved in the process of home learning and we 
know that when they return to school there is going 
to be much of interest to share with their teachers 
and SfL Assistants.

 Cosmos Planetarium visit
 EP3-4 Library visit

 GP5-7 proudly posing with their Scholastic bookfair certificates.

Experiencing  
a blackhouse

Ambulance 
visit 

EP5-6 listening 
to Malcolm
 Macdonald

Ambul ance
 Visit
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Roving Reporters

Amelia, Archie, Robyn, Michael, Rosie, 
Mia, Lylya, Cailean, Hannah, Emma and 
Abbie worked diligently to record 
the latest news from our very busy 
school. Well done to all. 

Scottish Tea Party

The children in the Sgoil Àraich 
and GM 1 organised a fun Scottish 
tea party for parents and friends. 
Everyone enjoyed some tasty Scottish 
treats and the children sang some super 
songs. A real highlight was a drama ses-
sion taken by Catriona Lexy Campbell. Abair 
spòrs! Tapadh leibh uile.

Chess Club

There are currently two lunch time chess clubs at the school. 
There is a club each Tuesday for beginners and one on 
Thursday for the intermediate group. We are all really enjoy-
ing the club and thank Robert for giving of his time to teach 
us all about this fun game.

Brilliant World Book Day

Everyone was so excited to have an opportunity to view the 
children from both playrooms leading assembly on World 
Book Day. The children from the Gaelic playroom opened 
assembly by singing one of our favourite songs: 
Ciamar a tha thu? This was followed by an amazing 
performance of the Julia Donaldson story A Squash 
and a Squeeze by the children from the English play-
room. As there are so many children in the nursery, 
lots of different characters were added into the Tong 
version! It was fun to see the old woman, the wise 
old man, the hen, the fish, the duck, the spiders and 
the lambs all squashing into the house. It isn’t easy 
to put on a show in front of an audience and we are 
very proud of all our little friends. It was lovely to 
see so many parents, grandparents and friends join-
ing us for assembly.

The Dolphin house 
won the World 

Book Day quiz and 
they earned fifty points 

for their team. There 
were twenty questions in 

the quiz and the winning team 
answered each question correctly. 

Great job, dolphins!

Rainbow Raiser

A splash of colour appeared in Tong School on Friday 
28 February as we participated in the Rainbow Raiser 
organised by the Leanne Fund charity. It is easy to 
participate as you simply pay £1 to wear colourful 
clothes. A fantastic total of £88 was raised and this 
will be used to help those living with cystic fibrosis. 

A Little Bit of Mindfulness

On 27 February, P4/5 held an assembly for the whole 
school and parents. Their theme was health and 

Tong School
 G1-4 Assembly

 P4+5 
assembly

 A rainbow of colour 
for the Leanne Fund 
charity
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Brilliant World 
Book Day

wellbeing and a skeleton joined the class for the perfor-
mance! Pupils were talking about different parts of the 
body. The pupils also performed a little sketch about 
peer pressure and not smoking. Emma was a person who 
smoked and she tried to pressure Cailean and Jackson to 
smoke but they said NO!  The class sang a song named ‘I 
Feel Good’. They taught us about the brain, the rib cage 
and everything inside the body. Layla brought the assem-
bly to a close by teaching everybody some mindfulness. 
Mindfulness puts your brain into a calm mental state by 
closing your eyes and inhaling and exhaling heavily while 
holding your stomach. P4/5 and Miss Flett would like to say 
a big thank you to all the parents, family and friends who 
came along to watch them perform their special assembly.  

GM 1–4 Assembly

Each class in the school has an opportunity to lead an 
assembly and share their learning. On Thursday 12 
March our assembly was taken by the pupils in GM1–4. 
The assembly was based on the four values of the school: 
honesty, respect, fairness and resilience. Wise words were 
delivered as the class showed a recipe to make a kind 
pupil. 

Reasabaidh airson sgoilear còir:
Onair
Urram
Ceartas
Seasmhachd

Everyone was so excited to have an opportunity to view 

the children from both playrooms leading assembly on 

World Book Day. The children from the Gaelic playroom 

opened assembly by singing one of our favourite songs: 

Ciamar a tha thu? This was followed by an amazing per-

formance of the Julia Donaldson story A Squash and a 

Squeeze by the children from the English playroom. As 

there are so many children in the nursery, lots of differ-

ent characters were added into the Tong version! It was 

fun to see the old woman, the wise old man, the hen, 

the fish, the duck, the spiders and the lambs all squash-

ing into the house. It isn’t easy to put on a show in front 

of an audience and we are very proud of all our little 

friends. It was lovely to see so many parents, grandpar-

ents and friends joining us for assembly.

The Dolphin house won the World Book Day quiz and 

they earned fifty points for their team. There were twenty 

questions in the quiz and the winning team answered 

each question correctly. Great job, dolphins!

 The children from the Gaelic playroom entertaining everyone 
at assembly Lots of visitors at the Scottish tea party 
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An Ultimatum for the Back Raiders

The next piece of action came in early 
March. Colonel Walter Lindsay, Lord 
Leverhulme’s representative on the 
island, visited Back and gave the 

raiders an ultimatum, that either they 
should withdraw or that the estate 

would initiate legal proceedings against 
them. However, before putting the law into action, Colonel 
Lindsay met with the raiders at the schoolhouse at Back on 6 
March, to make one last appeal to them to cease their lawless 
action. The raiders, of course, expressed their determination 
to continue.

At the same meeting, instructions were issued to the dis-
missed men that they would be reinstated should they turn 
up for work on the following Monday.

On Thursday, 11 March, the Scotsman announced, ‘Lewis 
Land Raids, the Law to take its course’. The correspondent 
wrote that ‘Lord Leverhulme’s patience with the Lewis land 
raiders is exhausted, and after two years of fruitless contro-
versy, he is determined to allow the law to take its course’. He 
also wrote that ‘The temper of the raiders does not suggest that the pains 
and penalties of the law have any terror for them’. 

Thus, on Monday 15 March, a messenger-at-arms from Glasgow duly 
arrived at Back to serve the interim interdicts to thirty-two men. At Coll the 
raiders accepted the interdicts without demur, while at Back some of the 
men could not be found.

Two weeks were given before the interdicts became enforced in the hope 
that some form of mediation by Board of Agriculture representatives might 
diffuse the situation, but this was unsuccessful. The raiders chose to ignore 
the summonses. They were duly cited to appear in court on 1 April ‘on 
a petition and complaint against them for breach of the interim interdict 
granted on 13th March last.’ None of the raiders attended and they were 
not represented, although it would appear that Donald Shaw, an Edinburgh 
lawyer with much experience of work done on behalf of the Land League, 
had been appointed to represent them. The solicitor for the complainers, the 
Lewis and Harris Welfare and Development Company Ltd, moved the court 
to grant a warrant for the arrest of all the men, with the exception of one, 
whom he wished to leave out meantime on account of family circumstances. 

However, Mr Macgregor, the solicitor, said that he did not want to appear 
harsh, and was prepared to undertake not to put the warrant into effect until 
12 April. In the meantime they would again approach the raiders in another 
attempt to make them end their actions, in which case the warrant would 
not be put into execution. The Sheriff felt he had no choice but to issue the 
warrant; it seemed to him it was impossible to do anything else. He con-
sidered that the position taken up by the pursuers to delay the arrests was 
‘very reasonable and proper, and accordingly granted warrant to arrest on 
the understanding that it would not be put into execution before 12th April’.

The Glasgow Herald reported that ‘If the law takes its course in Lewis, more 
than thirty raiders . . . will shortly be arrested’. It was hoped, once again, 
that the raiders might end their fight. Colonel Lindsay again visited the 
Back district to encourage the raiders to conform to the law. His appeal was 
unsuccessful. Thirty men at Coll farm listened respectfully to his plea, and 
actually accorded him ‘three cheers’. At Gress a smaller group of raiders 

refused to have any discussion. It was 
obvious there was deadlock, and the law 
would be required to take its course.

A number of days before the arrests 
were due to be made, another petition 
was sent to the Secretary of State. It had 
been signed by about 800 people from 
Back, this time pledging their support 
for the raiders. The petition called on the 
Government to ‘enforce the provisions of 
the Land Settlement Act and other Acts, 
having for their purpose the settlement 
of ex-servicemen and others on the soil’. 
It went on to state, ‘We ought to know 
what is good for the community and 
we have no hesitation in affirming that 
no industrial schemes in Stornoway or 
elsewhere can solve the situation on the 
island’. The petition was dismissed.

It is interesting to note that islanders 
in general were somewhat unconcerned 
about the situation in Back. Writing in the 
Glasgow Herald on 9 April, a special cor-
respondent noted, ‘Stornoway does not 
seem excited in the slightest degree over 
the prospect of an invasion of the island 
by a police contingent from the mainland 
in order to effect the arrest of the raiders 
. . . Listening to the casual conversation 
of Lewis men wherever they foregather 
leads one to the conclusion that at the 
moment what concerns most people . . 
. is the need for improved and cheaper 
transport to and from Stornoway’.

Mr Donald Campbell (Coll), right, and Mr Murdo  
Graham (Gress), arranging with Mr Donald Shaw, S.S.C., for 

the defence of interdicted ex-servicemen. The latter served 
with the Gordon Highlanders and was severely injured in 

the left foot. The former was a minesweeper during the war.

The Land Raids Continued: 1920 (Part 2)
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Visit to a Raided Farm

Shortly after the court hearing, on 10 April, a correspondent of the Glasgow 
Herald visited Coll. His report gives a good impression of the both the farm 
and the men’s attitudes at the time. 

The correspondent was also informed ‘that a number of men who took 
part in last year’s raiding of Coll farm had not joined in the illegal course 

this year, and that these men . . . were 
evidently now satisfied that the wel-
fare of all would now be best served by 
loyally accepting the proposals of Lord 
Leverhulme.’

Discussion at Westminster

The situation was such that it was raised 
in discussion in the House of Commons 
at the end of March. Mr Hogge (MP 
for Edinburgh East) asked the Prime 
Minister if he was aware that the inter-
dicts had been served on the Lewis men, 
and whether it was intended that room 
be found for the men or they be allowed 
to go to prison. The Secretary of State 
for Scotland replied that he was aware 
of the situation. He was aware that the 
War had altered the situation. He was in 
negotiation with Lord Leverhulme and 
his representatives, and was ‘clear that a 
solution must be found, and that without 
delay’.

Mr Hogge then asked if ‘my right hon. 
Friend agrees that a solution must be 
found without delay, will he see that 
these men . . . are not imprisoned for 
doing what thinks should be solved with-
out delay’.

The MP for Nottingham East then asked 
if the situation had arisen because of 
an unjust rating system, suggesting a 
complete absence of understanding of 
the situation. The Secretary of State dis-
missed this idea, then added that he had 
no power to control the imprisonment or 
otherwise of the men. Neil Mclean (MP 
for Govan) asked if it was true that one 
of the farms had been without a tenant 
for three years and the only thing on the 
land [was] a few sheep belonging to Lord 
Leverhulme, and that Lord Leverhulme 
says that if the Government wish the land 
he is quite prepared to give it.

The Secretary of State replied, ‘I am afraid 
the hon. Gentleman is not so familiar 
with the attitude of Lord Leverhulme as 
I am’. He said that he was unsure about 
the tenancy situation, but understood 
that it was Lord Leverhulme’s contention 
that the farm was required for the milk 
supply of Stornoway.

Finally Dr Murray, the local MP spoke, 
asking ‘whether in view of the fact that 
these negotiations have been pending for 
more than twelve months, is there any 
prospect of a speedy decision on the part 

None of the raiders whose names I had received as a 
reference happened to be at work at the time, although 
there were about a score of persons, including one or 
two women, busily engaged turning the soil, a good 
light loam, with spades. I hailed an elderly raider, 
announcing my identity as a newspaper man whose mis-
sion was to enquire into the land troubles. He shouted 
in Gaelic over his shoulder, and those within hearing 
distance soon dropped their spades to be present at 
the interview. In age and in physique they were a mixed 
group. Most of them wore the dark-blue jerseys of the 
fisher class. The old man, who was probably between 70 
and 80 years of age, was more fluent in the Gaelic than 
in English, and he left the speaking to a man of about 
30. The latter was an excellent type of the Lewis man, 
sturdy, broad shouldered and intelligent. He adopted 
quite naturally the role of spokesman, but his atti-
tude was a curious blend of suspicion and amiability. 
He would not feel quite assured that I was a newspaper 
representative; it was apparent that most strangers 
are suspected of being associated with the many works 
in progress by the estate. ‘You see for yourself what 
we are doing’, he said, ‘and we mean to carry on’. When 
I remarked that I could not see any sign of the houses 
they were supposed to be erecting, he informed me that 
the sites of the houses lay beyond the dyke at the head 
of the field, and that building was proceeding, but 
that only one house was at present ready for occupan-
cy. I asked if the prospect of regular employment in 
Stornoway and houses there had no attractions for the 
raiders. The spokesman agreed, and added, ‘We could 
not get berths there if we wanted’. My understanding 
was that there was employment now for any who applied, 
and when I indicated this, the raiders’ spokesman 
exclaimed – ‘We might get work, but we couldn’t get a 
house. There’s scarcely a new house ready in Stornoway 
yet, and it will be two or three years at least before 
any house will be given to us. So we are busy making 
homes for ourselves here, and getting the land ready 
for potatoes.” “Even though it means prison?’ ‘Yes, 
we are prepared for the consequences’. I raised the 
question of the Leverhulme rural housing scheme . . . 
and asked why the raiders rejected it. The spokesman 
said they had heard about it, but complained it was 
all very inadequate, especially as to when the houses 
would be built. I gathered that their knowledge of the 
scheme was hazy. What they are emphatic about is that 
they are prepared to pay fair rents – ‘every penny’, 
as the spokesman said – for the land they have raided, 
but they want security of tenure, with the safeguard 
of compensation against disturbances. In other words, 
they desire all the legal protection extended by the 
Landholders’ Act. 

. . . Other persons in Back district with whom I talked 
expressed gratification that a representative of ‘the 
Glasgow Herald’ had come to Lewis to study the position 
at first hand, as they felt that what Lord Leverhulme 
was doing for the locality and for Lewis generally was 
not sufficiently appreciated by the general public.
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The finale to our series of winter talks was on Friday 6 March 
2020, when Tom Maciver (Calum Iain a’ Gheb), formerly of 
Broadbay View, brought back many memories to the audience, 
with ‘Bac and Beyond’, telling the story of local community 
drama at home and away. He also informed the audience, in 
his own inimitable style, of the great contribution made to 
community drama by groups such as Na Bacaich and Na h-Eile-
anaich.  Under the direction of the late Donnie Maclean (Donnie 
Mhòchain), these groups were among the forerunners of Gaelic 
drama hitting the boards at the Scottish Community Drama 
Association (SCDA) competitions. What ploys they had, and 
what successes! 

It was, indeed, a fun-filled evening, and you can catch up on the 
whole story and the personalities involved by viewing the talk 
on our YouTube channel.

Once more, our sincere thanks go to all those who help to make 
these evenings such a success. We thank you all for your sup-
port. It is hoped that our next series of talks will commence in 
September.

The first AGM of the Comann was due to be held on 17 April 
at 7.30pm in The Hut. This is now postponed until a later date, 
owing to the current COVID-19 restrictions.

On 2 May 2020, we had planned to invite all those who have 
old photos or documents that can be shared to a ‘scanning’ day 
in The Hut, where your photographs could be scanned, details 
added, and then returned immediately. Your contributions 
would be a great addition to our archive. Unfortunately, in light 
of recent developments, we have to postpone this. A new date 
will be organised as soon as normal service resumes.

Meanwhile, the hunt for a base for CEBac goes on and it is good 

to report that there are perhaps positive 
moves afoot. Watch this space!

Not everyone wants to serve on a committee, 
but that does not stop you volunteering to help us in any way. If 
you have ideas, skills or would like to help in any way, please get 
in touch. If you can help with transcribing material, we would 
love to have your help. Our contact details are below.

Be sure to check out our YouTube channel for some historical 
videos (including a Back School concert from 1992).  All our talks 
to date can also be viewed. On our website, in the resources sec-
tion, you will find some digitised resources including Old History 
and Crofting of Gress and periodic newsletters, all produced by 
the old Comunn. Follow us on Facebook and Twitter for the lat-
est news and photos. There is also an associated Facebook page, 
‘Memories of Vatisker’, which is worth checking out.

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac
9 Broadbay View

Back
Isle of Lewis

HS2 0LA

Email: info@cebac.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ComannEBac/

Twitter: @cEBac_org
Website: https://cebac.org/

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac SCIO (Back Historical 
Society, CEBac) is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated 

Organisation (SCIO), SC049033, regulated by the Scottish 
Charity Regulator (OSCR).

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac – Back Historical 
Society March 2020 Update

Development Co. The former, seeming to totally contradict what he had pre-
viously said in Parliament, now stated that he had the power to release the 
men should they be imprisoned. This infuriated Leverhulme, as he had now 
lost the Government’s support, and rather than lose face over having the men 
imprisoned and then released he made the decision to stop the action. He was 
not going to concede totally, however, and responded by announcing that all 
work on the island was to be suspended. This, it may be presumed was also 
to increase hostility towards the raiders. The Highland News of 8 May report-
ed that ‘considerable excitement has prevailed in Stornoway during the past 
week since it became known that Lord Leverhulme has abandoned all his 
schemes for the welfare and development of the Lews’. Seeming to exonerate 
Leverhulme for any blame for this action, the report then stated that it was 
‘understood that the belated action of the Board of Agriculture, which caused 
the postponement of the execution of the warrants for the arrest of the Coll 
and Back raiders, [had] not been followed up by any definite plan of action 
on their part, and [had] led up to the present impasse’.

The situation was greeted with dismay by the now unemployed workers. 
Meetings were held in Stornoway and elsewhere. An appeal was sent to 
the Secretary of State, a resolution stated ‘We want work, not land’. It was 
agreed that a delegation would visit Back to interview the raiders in the hope 
of inducing them to quit the farms and fall in with Leverhulme’s schemes. It 
must be assumed that nothing came about as a result of that meeting.

Colin Tucker

TO BE CONTINUED IN THE NEXT ISSUE

of the board of agriculture with regard 
to them?’ rather curtly, the Secretary of 
State replied, ‘if my hon. friend had done 
me the honour of listening to the answer 
I gave, he would have heard me say that 
I am clear that a solution must be found, 
and that without delay’.

It is obvious that there would be little 
help for anyone from Westminster.

Lord Leverhulme’s Volte Face
All this time Lord Leverhulme had been 
absent from the island; he was in Madeira 
while the events had been taking place. 
His absence did not stop him taking a 
decision, and a major one at that. At the 
last minute, and to everyone’s complete 
astonishment, an instruction came from 
Lord Leverhulme to stop all the proceed-
ings against the raiders. 

The reason for this complete change 
of mind was the result of discussions 
between Robert Munro, the Secretary 
of State for Scotland, and a representa-
tive of Lewis and Harris Welfare and 
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On 7 March a charity winter show and auction in aid of 
SIMBA and the Stornoway maternity unit was held at the 
Steinish auction mart, organised by Murdie Maciver (mac 
Murchadh a’ Pheader) and his partner Stacey Easton. This 
was the second time they had organised such an event. 
Many local crofters took part in the stock judging competi-
tion, with the supreme champion being awarded to a Texel 
tup belonging to Murdo (Mo) Murray (9 Back). The couple 
raised an impressive £1730 for the charities in memory of 
their son James. 

Charity Winter Show

Mo pictured with his prize-winning Texel tup 

Congratulations to Jayden Maciver (Coll/Leurbost) and 
Charlotte Bayfield (Tong), who came joint first in the 
under-21 stock judging competition held by the Lewis 
and Harris Sheep Producers Assocation at Steinish 
Auction Mart on 28 February. 

Junior Stock Judging 
Winners

 Young Stock Judging Winners

Double trouble (courtesy Emma  
Jayne Macleod)

Floppy-eared friends (courtesy Lauren Howard) 

Lambing 
2020

 Charlotte Bayfield with her Beltex lamb  Sitting pretty (courtesy Isla Murray)

 Milk moustache (courtesy Isobel Ann Macdonald)
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MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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A new volunteer development officer, Louise Stewart, has been appointed 
for the Loch a’ Tuath area. Many of you will know Louise, who will be 
based at Back FRC in Upper Coll. She is the daughter of Catriona and 
Neil Stewart (38b Vatisker). Louise started in her new role on 25 February 
and will be working 25 hours a week in the job funded for two years by 
Investing in Communities. 

Louise is a graduate of Abertay University, Dundee, where she stud-
ied Sport and Exercise Science. Since graduating in 2016, she has pre-
dominantly worked in sports health, working at the ISL sports centre in 
Stornoway, where she was a lifeguard, did some coaching and delivered 
spin classes.  

At the end of 2017, Louise moved to Austria to live and work in a moun-
tain town and ski resort called Rauris, just over an hour south of Salzburg. 
Working in the hospitality and tourism sector, she enjoyed skiing in the 
winter and mountain trail biking and walking in the summer. She even 
tried her hand at some yodelling in the little alpine huts locals gather in! 

Louise returned to Vatisker in the spring of 2019, picking up where she left off doing some work at ISL. She is 
delighted to have been chosen as the new development officer for Loch a’ Tuath, a role that covers the entire 
area, from Tong to Tolsta. The aim 
is to increase the sustainability of 
the work done at Back FRC and the 
entire district through its volunteer 
network. Louise wants to support 
volunteers and establish new clubs 
and activities in response to demand. 
She is available at any time to listen 
to any ideas people may have for the 
development of the community. Any 
and all suggestions are welcome for 
consideration. 

Another of Louise’s aims is to devel-
op new volunteer roles within Back 
FRC, to recruit and train new volun-
teers, and support them. 

Amidst the ever-changing COVID-
19 situation, at the time of writ-
ing, Louise is looking for volunteers 
for a new Youth Club for two age 
groups: primary 1–3 and primary 
4–7. Volunteers are also being sought 
for the new badminton club (Smash 
in2 Badminton), when it gets going 
again after the current government 
restrictions are lifted. Some paid vol-
unteer roles will also be available. 

‘Any suggestions, not necessarily 
sport-related, that would be of ben-
efit for the whole area from Tong to 
Tolsta are welcome’, said Louise. 

Email her at: louise.backfrc@gmail.com

New Volunteer Development Officer for Loch a’ Tuath

COVID-19 has placed a great strain on our community with many frightened for 
their loved one’s safety and wellbeing. TIG are a community benefit society and 
everything we do must be for the benefit of our island communities. Here are the 
details of how we are continuing to serve our communities currently whilst help-
ing to ensure the safety of the people we serve and our staff. 

We have:
• Closed our offices in Cothrom, Claddach Kirkibost and Stornoway and all staff 
now work from home;
• Suspended all installation of insulation measures in homes immediately;
• Suspended work on our rent to buy low cost home ownership sites;
• Suspended energy advice and Care and Repair home visits.
Our staff are now able to support people whilst working from home. We will 
now:
• Continue offering energy advice to those who need it;
• Continue to offer wider advice about all services;
• Offer such bespoke advice via media, online, and over the phone
• We continue to support our Rent to Buy tenants, landlords and community 
clients 
How to contact TIG:
• If you wish to contact TIG please do – ring 01851 706 121 and leave a message; 
• Our receptionist will pick up messages remotely, pass them to the appropriate 
staff member and they will respond as soon as possible;
• Or email info@tighean.co.uk Same system applies. 
Our activities bring several millions of pounds of funding into our islands and 
we will do our utmost to keep these vital funds incoming. Mindful of our policy 
of supporting local contractors to deliver measures, adaptations for the disabled 
and other alterations to homes, we will start work again as soon as is practical and 
safe for all concerned.  

We continue to work with our partners including through the Outer Hebrides 
Community Planning Partnership to provide services and are working behind 
the scenes to support community efforts. Any partner who has ideas about help-
ing clients and want TIG to be involved, or ask for support should contact brian@
tighean.co.uk or 07741652612.  

We look forward to continuing to support the community. Stay safe everyone.

Stewart Wilson
Chief Executive

Brian Chaplin 
Chair

Covid-19 Update March 25th 
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 HiC
HOME improvement CENTRE

Kitchens  Powertools  Handtools  Ironmongery  Paint
Plaster Products  Fireparts  Timber  Household Tiles

Electrical/Plumbing Spares

01851 703646
Fax: 01851 702537

20 Bells Road, Stornoway
Mon - Fri 8am - 5:30pm, Sat 9am - 5pm GIFT VOUCHERS

22 Francis Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

RMk
tel: 01851 704949
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

● Insurance Brokers

● Business & Personal

● Excellent Service
ADVICE
YOU CAN
TRUST

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (10 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £34.00 (or £20 for electronic PDF) to Laura 
Burns, 29 Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LQ.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
Post Code___________________________________
Email address (for PDF copies)
____________________________________________
I enclose £33.50  or £20 for PDF 
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________

Proposed Assignation of a Croft
I, Norman Maciver, am applying to the Crofting Com-
mission to assign the tenancy of the croft at 15A Upper 
Coll, Stornoway, to James Maciver of 5 Memorial View, 
Marybank, Isle of Lewis. If you have any comments, 
you may submit these in writing to the Crofting Com-
mission, Great Glen House, Leachkin Road, Inverness, 
IV3 8NW or email info@crofting.gov.scotby 04/05/2020. 
Please note that any comments received by the Croft-
ing Commission are part of an open process and will 
be made available to myself and any interested parties. 
Your comments would also be released under a Free-
dom of Information enquiry.

Taking care of your mental wellbeing

Visit www.breathingspace.scot

Our advisors at Breathing Space are also 
available on 0800838587 (evenings and 
weekends) for anyone feeling low, anxious or 
stressed.
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L–R: Alex Maclennan (15 Coll), Peggy Maciver 
(Bean Fiadh), Annie Maclean (12 Coll), John Morrison (Eona).

 The wedding of Annie Morrison (New Street, Back) and Murdo Macleod (1 

Gress), 26 April 1944. The best man was George Morrison, brother of the bride. The 

bridesmaids were Morag Macleod, sister of the groom, and Annabella Macleod (35 

Back), a cousin of the bride.

 Ciorstag, who died young

Mary, Ciorstag and Peggy Stewart, 10 Back (L-R)  
Mary Stewart Bowden went to America and married, she had a son, Ralph. After living for many years in the States she still had a great affinity to Back and always sent a box of fresh fruit and sweets home until ill health took 

over.

Ciorstag , also pictured left, died at a young age.
Peggy went to California and had six sons who were all made to work in the 

family plumbing business. She died at the age of ninety nine.

 Catriona Stoggie, Kirsty Bell 
Dholaidh an Sìne, Christine a' Hut
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING
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I moved to the island at the 
end of 2009, along with my 
mum and sister. I'm origi-
nally from the South West of 
England, and although it was 
an ordinary and okay place 
to live, I'd always loved to 
be in Scotland. We used to 
holiday near Fort William 
when I was small and when 
I got interested in hill walk-
ing and mountaineering, my 
sister and I would spend our 

weeks holiday exploring the remote and wild areas. The move 
to Lewis happened after a bereavement. My dad passed away 
and we decided we needed a change, and as Scotland was 
a favourite place for the family in the past, and we all loved 
the outdoors, it was decided upon. Originally, it was to be 
the mainland, but we couldn't find what we wanted, and, by 
chance, we were watching the BBC’s ‘Countryfile’ programme 
one evening and there was a feature on the Isle of Lewis and 
Harris. We packed up the car and came up for a week’s holi-
day. During that week we spent a lot of time looking at houses, 
and before leaving to go back down to England, my mum put 
an offer in on a house with a croft on Point. That was it, it was 
done, we were moving to Lewis!

Family said we wouldn't go, and if we did, we wouldn't stay 
up there in the cold and rain. But, we packed up the house, put 
most of the items in storage as we had to rent for a while as the 
house purchase was finalised. We packed up the two cars, three 
adults, two dogs and a fish tank, and enough stuff to do us for 
a few months and drove for two days up the length of country 
and got on the ferry. From that day I knew that this was the 
place I was supposed to be. 

Early in 2010 mum got the keys to her house in Point. A beauti-
ful place, with space and land that went back to the sea. Never 
had I been able to walk about on land owned by us and be at the 
top of the cliffs, sea and seals below. Settling in to the house, I 
had got a job in Stornoway, just a shop job, something I'd always 
done, and was thinking how wonderful this was. Job during the 
week, free time in the hills, moors and on the beaches, bliss.

Mum had seen in the local paper an advert for a Harris Tweed 
weaving course. I'd been interested in crafts for a year or so 
before that, teaching myself to knit and crochet. I had pur-
chased a Harris Tweed bag when we were up looking for 
houses, and, before moving, I had worked for Clarks Shoes 
and had purchased a pair of Harris Tweed boots (both boots 
and bag I still have) and had seen a demonstration of weaving 
in the blackhouse over at Gearrannan. I never thought I'd be 

able to learn a skill like that, thinking it was 
something that was handed down over gen-
erations. However, I applied to the course, 
not ever thinking I'd get a place, and got on!

I'd only been on the Island for 5 months and 
I was going to train to weave Harris Tweed! 
The course was three months long, and after 
my test piece, that was it, I was a weaver! 
After purchasing a loom to have in our barn 
I set up, working from home, becoming self-
employed and doing something I enjoyed 
in a place I loved. Happy was not the word.

After settling into weaving, my sister was 
interested in having sheep (as well as hens) 
so we got a few Cheviot and a few Hebridean 
lambs to raise on the croft. I was there on 
hand for the bigger jobs (no one told us 
that sheep without horns are really tricky to 
hold!) and we raised eight for meat. I then 
thought, as they need to be sheared, I can 
make my own wool too! So I collected it up, 
sent it off (as I wanted it all to be the same 
thickness) to a company that spin small 
amounts and got back a beautiful blended 
yarn. As the yarn was grey, I wanted to add 
some lovely colours, so decided to hand dye 
some too.

This is where my crafty side of my business 
started really, I had too much yarn to use 
myself. Although I did just want to sit and 
look at the box full of lovely wool, I needed 
to use it, so I started making kits for a craft 
shop in Stornoway, with my own knitting 
patterns along with yarn. I also hate wasting 
crafty things, and while weaving I realised 
that there must be a use for the selvedge that 
comes off the double-width loom, so I decid-
ed to see what could be made with it. I had 
seen it knitted and crocheted, but I wanted 
something different. Using the small bits of 
yarn left over from weaving, I knitted sheep 
and cows, stuffed with the selvedge, which 
I knitted while sitting at the loom weaving.

I wanted to expand the ‘making’ side of 
my business, so I decided to learn to sew. 
My mum had been sewing for a while, 
making things out of Harris Tweed for 
the craft shop, so I decided to go into 
competition with her! Making different 

Artist in Residence: ‘The Crafty Weaver’
- Nikki Crabtree
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things than her worked well, as we had 
quite different ideas, and I learnt to sew.

As my sewing improved, I approached the 
Callanish Visitor Centre, and they started 
stocking my items, as did the Uig Community 
Shop and the craft shop at Gallan Head, 
Aird Uig. Most recently my items have 
been stocked by the The Woodlands Centre 
and Empty House Traders in Stornoway. I 
underestimated how busy those shops are! I 
realised then that this is more than a hobby; 
it is part of my business now. 

Splitting my time between crafting and 
weaving has enabled me to buy my own 
house in Upper Coll. We have views of 
the beach, the village and the beautiful 
surroundings. It's a work in progress. The 
house needs updating, but it has a garage, 
which is now my loomshed, and a spare 

room which is now my sewing room. Two re-homed Border 
collies later we are settled. I love my business, I have the free-
dom to create wonderful and beautiful things, have time off 
when the sun is shining, head out in the van for weekends 
camping, kayaking and exploring, and weaving a beautiful 
fabric that is iconic around the world.

I have also joined the Hebrides Mountain Rescue Team, not 
only the perfect way to get out and see the island, help the com-
munity and visitors if needed, but it has also made me get out 
from the shed and meet people, some of whom have become 
my best friends, and one is now my fiancé!

I'm not sure I'm an artist. My definition of an artist is quite dif-
ferent to what I do, but I do create unique things from wool, so 
maybe to some that is art.

Facebook: @thecraftyweaver 
Instagram: @thecraftyweaver1 
Email: thecraftyweaver@gmail.com

Well the winter is on its way out and we have 
that breath of spring, daffodils, crocus and 
that big harbinger: lambs! We lambed here for 
the first time last year. I had lambed before on 
the mainland, but never with my own sheep. 
So we waited with trepidation, read all the 
books, watched the YouTube clips (sometimes 
in my case with eyes shut— I am not good 
with blood) and got ourselves all the kit. I 
do remember Hector the vet trying to keep a 
straight face when I asked him if raspberry leaf 
tea would be good for the ‘girls’… well I know 
expectant mothers of the humankind often 
took it in times gone by. Whatever his answer, 
they had some anyway with their daily rations. 
Now before you think all this preparation was for a couple of hun-
dred ewes. We had six...but that’s a lot to worry about! 

We were on watch and at 7am one Saturday morning one of 
the two Potter girls (we had two Herdwick ewes and we called 
them The Potters after Beatrix, who brought the breed back from 
the brink) gave birth very quickly to a large lamb. Brilliant, we 
thought. No need for all these strange ropes and what not. She 
gave it a motherly wash, the lamb stood up and then mum walked 
away without a backward glance. This was not as expected! We 
left her for a time watching from a distance. The lamb fell over 
and we waited for mum to come back. It was only when the ever-
present ‘hoodies’ started to home in did we step in. Containing 
her with lamb did not work, so we had to feed him (with tubing, 
as Hector demonstrated at the vets that night at midnight). The 
second Potter lambed the following morning, again at 7am…and 
did exactly the same thing. Complete indifference to the lamb, 

more tubing and trying to get mum 
interested. Both took 48 hours before 
they would agree to let their lambs 
feed. Other half and I grew quite a 
few grey hairs in that time. They were 
rescue ewes, so we had no idea if this 
was a first lambing, but after that ini-
tial time they became good mums, and 
when a good friend on the mainland 
who also judges Herdwicks saw a pic-
ture of the lambs and said they were 
‘cracking’ I felt I had won the lottery. 
And what did we name these two first 
born for Glendale? Well it had to be 
Gordon and Bennett! 

C.H.

Nature’s Diary

Lambing time is here 
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 Nikki's 
knitted 
animals

 Wool 
drying in 
the sun

 Colourful 
Harris Tweed 
creations

Artist in 
Residence

Congratulations to Rhona Martin and Donnie 
Macleod on their wedding, which was held on 14 

March in Leith Theatre, Edinburgh, where they both 
currently live. Rhona is the daughter of Maggie and 
Alex Martin (55 Vatisker) and Donnie is the son of 
Murdina and Norman Macleod (Knock). After a few 
days of panic in the lead up to their big day, the wed-
ding went ahead. No mean feat in the face of the coro-
navirus crisis! COVID-19 didn’t stop the wedding but, 
unfortunately, the couple’s honeymoon to New York 
couldn’t go ahead. Instead, they spent a few lovely 
days in York (almost the same!).  

Beano Angus 
Macleod, a 
totally spoilt 
boy from Aird 
Tong, who 
lives with 
Aaron and 
Grace. He is 
half Westie, 
half mystery!

Wedding!
Pet 

Corner
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Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office

20 Kenneth Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2DR

Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767

Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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Obituary
We record with deep regret, the death 
on 16 March, 1950, of Miss Margaret 
Mackay (Mairead Bheag) of 39 Coll, 
at the advanced age of 83 years. She 
was the daughter of Christian parents, 
the late Mr and Mrs Mackay, 39 Coll, 
and the last surviving member of a 
highly respected family.

Of a gracious, humble and kind-heart-
ed disposition, she was the friend of 
everyone who loved the Saviour in 
sincerity and in truth. Mairead Bheag 
was brought up in a Godly atmosphere 
and became a communicant member 
of the Back Free Church when she was 
17 years of age. She regularly attended 

Communion services in all the island 
parishes, and could remember when 
they had not only to walk there, but 
had to carry their own provisions with 
them.

On one occasion she crossed the 
Minch in order to attend commun-
ions at Aultbea, Little Loch Broom 
and Gairloch. She had an amazing 
memory and could give in some detail 
extracts from sermons and Godly say-
ings she heard from some of the wor-
thy preachers of the past. Two of her 
greatest and sincerest friends the Rev. 
Murdo Maciver, Shawbost, and Mr 
Alex Maciver, Tong , predeceased her 
by a few weeks; they always visited 

her when they came to the district.

During the last few years when she 
was confined to the home, she was 
tenderly nursed by her sister-in-law, 
Mrs Mackay, and her nieces, Ishbel 
and Annie, and to them and other rela-
tions, we tender our sincere sympathy.

Awarded Fellowship
Mr Murdo Macritchie, M.A., Lighthill, 
Back, who is a divinity student at the 
Free Church College, Edinburgh, was 
recently awarded the Duncan Fraser 
Prize for New Testament study and 
also a scholarship for Post Graduate 
study at the Western Theological 
Seminary, Philadelphia, U.S.A.

Back in Time April 1950

able fellows struggling to 
find the small amounts 
they need.   

Sports facilities have been 
closed, community events 
cancelled, church meet-
ings threatened, family 
gatherings unable to take 
place and travel curtailed. 
We have never seen the 
like. Will the divorce sta-
tistics also go through 
the roof? Too many of us 
who spend too much time 
watching football now 
have to spend time speaking to our partners/wives. Isn’t it good to be 
able to laugh in the middle of it all?  I liked the one about the man who 
expressed surprise when he found his wife had been made redundant 
from Woolworths… think about it.     

Past calamities can help us understand why the authorities do have real 
cause for concern. In 1918 there was a flu pandemic that killed more peo-
ple than were lost in the whole of the First World War. Sixteen million were 
lost in the Great War. Fifty million died worldwide from the Spanish flu, 
but we rarely hear about it. These are figures impossible for us to grasp 
fully. 

Yes, we will moan. That is our nature. We find the warnings and orders 
an intrusion. And we all have our personal reasons for worrying that have 
nothing really to do with the danger of the disease. Mine: will either, or 
both, of our family weddings go ahead as planned? 

Let us try and exercise patience and look after our own and others’ affairs, 
hoping that this is all temporary and that we learn lessons that will make 
us better people in the future. 

We live in uncertain times. We live in 
fear of the unknown. All of a sudden our 
certainties have been shown to be the 
shallow uncertainties they really were. 
The stock markets that made the wealthi-
est wealthier have been shown to be the 
gambling cards they are. Our economy 
has gauged its well-being on the status 
of company shares. Out of nowhere, and 
with all the smart people having little to 
do with it, we are faced with an uncer-
tainty my generation has never faced. 

There have been other times of adversity. 
Our people have usually reacted by car-
rying on as close to normal as possible. 
Our reaction to wars and terrorism has 
been not to let adversity upset our nor-
mal day-to-day lives. However, this time, 
we have seen a side of ourselves that is 
selfish, unkind and uncaring. What other 
explanation can there be for the system-
atic emptying of shop shelves of goods, 
in quantities totally unrelated to our 
needs, to the disadvantage of those are 
unable to push themselves to the front of 
the queue? 

Do we really need all the toilet rolls in 
the shops, all the hand wash, all the 
meat, all the pasta? Of course not. The 
shops themselves have said they have 
plenty of supplies, but we have shown a 
most unpleasant side of ourselves by not 
accepting this and stocking up to a totally 
unnecessary level, and leaving our less 

Coinneach aig Baile
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 Katie Bell and Donald Stewart 29 Coll  in 1965

 Our very own columnist 
Coinneach Maciver is pictured 
with Lecil Travis Martin, otherwise 
known as Boxcar Willie, in April 
1979. Boxcar Willie was an American 
country music singer-songwriter, 
who sang in the ‘hobo’ music style, 
complete with dirty face, dungarees 
and a floppy hat! Boxcar Willie was 
a character in a ballad he wrote, but 
he later adopted it as his own stage 
name.

 Donna Campbell with her teacher Finella Macdonald on a trip from Tolsta to 
Muirneag in June 1991. They are pictured at Loch Scarasdale. Over 20 children went; 
the bus was driven by Alistair (Tuxy) Campbell, whose daughter is in the photo. 

Old 
Photos

Two young men of the late 1950s on Cromwell Street. 
Tormod Spàigean and Dòmhnall Choinnich Bhatasgeir outside 

Buth Mec (Grant and MacLeod's and later Electro Sports).

L–R: Sandra Fairgrieve, Don Neil Stewart, Mairi Maciver, Mairi Ishbel  
Anderson, Margaret McLeman.
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S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts, Tours

Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams  ●  Spectacles  ●  Contact Lenses
6 North Beach, Stornoway                 700808
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As we write this article we find ourselves in unprec-
edented times with the coronavirus affecting all 
normal activities. At the moment, we are unsure of 
what the summer will bring, whether we will have 
a football season in Lewis at all. It is all up in the air. 

Planning for the new season was well underway 
by the time this virus outbreak emerged to have 
such a drastic effect on us and at the time of writing 
we have had to put our preparations on hold. Pre-
season has gone very well with players putting in a 
tremendous effort and commitment, and the squad 
is looking strong and fit, apart from some small 
niggling injuries most which have now cleared up. 
We have only two players with relatively long-term 
injuries (these we hope might clear up as the spring 
progresses).

We have added last year’s Lewis and Harris top 
scorer, Fraser Macleod, top goalie James Macleod, 
and midfielder Lewis Mackenzie to our squad. These 
three players have added experience and undoubted 
ability to an already exciting young squad. 

This makes for an quietly confident outlook in which 
we hope to continue with the progress made over 
the last couple of years. Hopefully, all this will lead 
to Back FC once again being among the frontrunners 
when the silverware is being dished out. 

Let’s hope all goes well and come and support the 
blues when the season gets going. Keep an eye on 
the Back FRC Facebook page as well as the LATN 
social media pages for updates on what’s going on.

Back FC coaches 

Back FC Pre-season Update

The last bowling competition, the Kenneth 'Titan' MacDonald tro-
phy, took place at Upper Coll on Saturday 29 February. As this com-
petition is open to anyone, players from Stornoway and Breasclete 
were invited to take part; unfortunately, however, some players had 
to pull out, meaning that the pre-arranged ties had to be altered and 
the sections had teams of triples and pairs.

Section 1 had four pairs and two triples, and section 2 had one pair 
and five triples, but that did not spoil the competition too much. 
The first games involved section 1 with some of the results pretty 
even, but as the games progressed it was team 2 from section 1 who 
topped the section, unbeaten. Team 6 missed out by one point, when 
they could only draw with team 5. Section 2 also had an outright 
winner, with team 8 unbeaten after playing all their games, giving 
them the opportunity to play in the final against team 2, the winners 
of section 1

The final was won by team 2, which consisted of Malky and Iain 
France, who convincingly beat team 8, made up of N. Green, N. 
Macphail and D.A. Stewart.

The club would like to thank Duncan for arranging the competition, and to all who took part and contributed to 
the raffle, and also to those who provided the soup and savouries.

The winner of this year's league was Terry Condie, who was in the top eight all season. Coming a close second, 
one point behind, were Peter O’ Donnell and Mark Macdonald. These two players were all in contention until the 
final night. Congratulations to Terry and hard luck to the rest.

The last competition to be played was the knockout tournament, with twenty-four players in the draw, but after 
the rounds were played it was Iain Macleod and Mark Macdonald who reached the final, with Mark getting the 
better of his opponent from the start, and in the end winning convincingly. His accuracy was uncanny from the 
first bowl to the last. Congratulations to him on his win.

D.A. Stewart 

Bowls Bulletin

Mark Macdonald and Terry Condie 
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Material for publication in the MAY issue of Loch a Tuath 
News must be in before MONDAY 13 APRIL 2020

Well done to the Sgoil a’Bhac 
P6–7 pupils who recently took 
part in a Tchoukball festival.

Tchoukball is an indoor team 
sport that was developed in 
the 1970s by a Swiss biologist, 
who, concerned at the number 
of sports injuries, wanted to 
create a sport that reduced 
injuries and enabled people of 
all shapes, sizes and abilities 
to take part. It is played on an 
indoor court, at each end of 
which is a ‘frame’, similar to a 
trampoline, off which the ball 

bounces. Each team can score at either end of the court. To score a point, the ball 
must be thrown by an attacking player, similar to netball, and bounce inside the D. 
Physical contact is not allowed.

As reported in our last edition, James Graham (grandson of 
the late Kenny and Angusina Graham) has enjoyed a trial at 
what some consider to be the biggest football club in the world, 
Manchester United. On 8 March, the United under-15s drew 2-2 
with Norwich, with Graham, on trial from Ross County, playing 
in the match. Meanwhile, on 6 March, the Scotland SSFA under 
18 boys international team fought out a competitive 1-1 draw 
against Northern Ireland in the first match of the Centenary 
Shield competition, in which James came on in the second half 
as a substitute.

Unfortunately, the competition is now on hold, as with all other 
football matches, for the foreseeable future. The next match was 
due to take place on 19 March against the Republic of Ireland. 
We will update you with James’ progress when normal service 
resumes.Tr
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Iain (Tohan) Macleod, Mill View, Gress, 
the 50 TT Scottish Cycling Champion, was 
recently awarded his winner’s trophy at 
a ceremony that took place at the Stirling 
Court Hotel, Stirling.

His 50-mile cycle was completed in a time 
of 1:45:40. This year he's targeting the 100 
mile TT Scottish record, which currently 
stands at 3:36:10.

Photo credit: Pammie Ball.
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