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• Meet Innes Campbell RNLI     • A Summer in Canada      • HMS Timbertown

Plus: From the Manse, As na Bailtean, Back in Time,

Football and Bowling and much more!

Happy Christmas to 
all our

Readers
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article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 

Fàilte
Welcome to the December issue of Loch 
a’ Tuath News, which as usual has some 
colour pages to brighten this time of the 
year and which we hope you will enjoy. 
However, from now on, it will not just be the 
December and July/August issues of the 
magazine which will have some colour; the 
Loch a’ Tuath News Committee decided 
that these pages will be a permanent 
feature. We feel this will make a big differ-
ence to the attractiveness of Loch a’ Tuath 
News, particularly on the front and back 
pages. please note that  the As na Bailtean 
pages are on p4 this month to make full 
use of our colour pages.

Our festive cover is courtesy of Ivor 
mackay, artist, Gearraidh Ghuirm, and we 
look forward to being able to reproduce 
some more of his work in the future. In 
the recent unseasonably calm and sunny 
weather, we have been treated to stun-
ning sunrises and sunsets and it is good 
to be able to reproduce the early morning 
image taken from the Poileagan by Angus 
macdonald.

Inside this issue there is a great variety 
of ‘goodies’ to enjoy. Living on an island 
we are all very aware of the perils of the 
sea and we meet Innes Campbell, Upper 
Coll, who is a member of the Stornoway 
Lifeboat Crew. Further from home, Donna 
mairi maciver shares her highlights of three 
months working and travelling in Canada. 

Remembrance Sunday was 

commemorated at the War memorial and 
in the Church in this the 100th anniversary 
of the First World War. We find out a little 
about the men from our area who were 
interned in Holland for four years as was 
told on the BBC Alba programme HMS 
Timbertown, and the souvenirs brought 
back from Groningen  which have remark-
ably survived moves from house to house 
over the years are highlighted.

In addition to these features, the fruits of 
the year in the Poileagan garden can be 
seen in colour; catch up with all the village 
happenings; read the football and bowling 
notes. And of course, not forgetting From 
the manse, Back in Time 1944, a letter 
to the editor, schools’ news (for which 
we thank all our young reporters), photo-
graphs old and new.

The Loch a’ Tuath News Facebook page 
continues to grow, to date we have 425 
‘Likes’. If you are a Facebook fan, and 
have not already done so, check out the 
page. 

All of us on the Loch a’ Tuath News com-
mittee wish our readers, near and far, a 
happy  and peaceful Christmas and new 
Year, enjoying the company of friends and 
family, and making contact with those who 
are far from the home fireside.

Anna Tucker

Deadline for January 2015 Issue: Please 
note that the deadline for this issue 
is Friday 12 December 2014. This is 
a number of days earlier than usual 
because of the Christmas period.

Front cover: A snowy scene at Dennis 
and Margaret Erskine’s house, Gress. 
(With grateful thanks to Ivor Mackay.)
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As NA 
BAilteAN

Dowanvale in Partick.  The other high-
light of her week was the Pensioners’ 
Club in Drumchapel.    margaret kept 
in touch with a wide circle of family and 
friends and was always keen to hear the 
news from “home” which was relayed 
by her many visitors or via the Loch a 
Tuath news.  Her genial nature and 
extraordinary memory, particularly for 
family connections cairdeas, made time 
in her company always interesting and 
entertaining.

margaret’s final wish was to come home 
and to be laid to rest in Gress along-
side her parents and her sister.  After a 
service in Drumchapel her sons made 
this final journey to Lewis fulfilling her 
wishes.  margaret’s legacy is a life well 
lived, a family well raised and friends in 
abundance.   Her sons have lost a lov-
ing and devoted mother whose impact 
on their lives will be forever cherished 
and always remembered.  

Wedding in Edinburgh with Back 
Connections

Laura Anne Hutchison married Theo 
Church on 26 July in Edinburgh. The 
marriage took place at Glencorse Old 
Kirk followed by a reception in the 
grounds of Glencorse House, on the 
outskirts of Edinburgh. Laura is the 
daughter of Colin and Sandra Hutchison 
and the granddaughter of the late Etta 
and John murdo macmillan. Laura’s 
granny was Eirig Anna Ailig Ruairidh, 
formerly of 9 Back and her grandfather 
was Head Teacher at Back School in the 
1970s. Laura and Theo are both teach-
ers and have made their home in Bath. 
We wish the young couple many happy 
years together.

Diamond Wedding

many congratulations go to Uilleam 
and Peigi mairi macdonald, 'Fasgadh', 
53 vatisker, who celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary on 16 September 
2014. The original bridal party joined 
in the celebrations with Uilleam and 
Peigi mairi.  Sixty years is indeed a 
tremendous milestone and we wish the 
'diamond couple' many more years of 
health and happiness.

BAck/VAtisker
Margaret Gray - Mairead Sheumais a' 
Ghobha

Margaret Gray

mairead was born at 52 vatisker on 1 
August 1921 and was the eldest of a 
family of six, two girls and four boys.  
Sadly tragedy struck the family when 
mary Ann, aged three, died of pneumo-
nia.  The effect on the rest of the family, 
father Seumas and mother mor, was 
devastating and the experience was 
to shape the family’s future when two 
of her brothers, norman and Duncan 
became doctors. Her other brother 
Angus was a crofter/weaver and suc-
ceeded his father as Janitor of Back 
School and the youngest brother, neil, 
was Head of the General Studies Dept. 
at the Lews Castle College. 

margaret left Lewis in 1941 to help 
with the war effort.  She worked in an 
ammunition factory in Glasgow where 
she met her husband to be, Bill Gray.  In 
the fullness of time they had four boys 
and set up home in Drumchapel while 
it was still in its infancy.  Sadly Bill and 
margaret separated and she was left 
to raise the four boys, William, James, 
Duncan and Andrew, on her own. With 
no Welfare State in place it took much 
hard work and strong resolve to put food 
on the table and clothes on their backs.  
margaret became a cook in Glasgow 
Corporation’s school meals department 
and worked there until her retirement 
in 1984.  Her family had grown up, 
flown the nest and she had time for the 
things that she loved.  She attended 
the Free Church in Drumchapel each 
Sunday and then when it moved to 

coll
Canadian Visitor

Willie maclean (Basher), was delighted 
to have a visit from his old neighbour 
John macleod (Hadie Caesar). The 
pair had not met for forty eight years! 
(Coincidentally, Donna maciver also 
mentions John in her Canadian article 
this month! Ed.)

Bereavements

The sympathy of the community goes 
to mina and Angus (Cangan), 51 Coll, 
on the death of minas' brother, Donald 
John murray, late of Habost in ness.

Our sympathy also goes to Rev. Alasdair 
and Chrissie Smith and family 73 Coll 
on the death of Alasdair’s brother Allan, 
also late of ness. 

In our thoughts also are moria and 
Calum Iain (malky), 61 Coll, and Carol 
Ann on the death of moria’s mother 
Annie Kate morrison, Lòn Ban, Scalpay. 
All the immediate families, friends and 
neighbours are also in our thoughts at 
this sad and difficult time. . 

In Hospital

At the time of writing Annie maclean 
(Banntrach Tash) is in the Western Isles 
Hospital. Annie has been a resident in 
Dun Eisdean Care home for some time. 
We hope it won't be long until you are 
back in the home with all the friends you 
have made. 

It is good to know that Jessie Bell 
mackay, 60 Coll, (Banntrach Aonghas 
Caoidh) is back in her own home after 
being in Raigmore and Western Isles 
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Danielle and Scott (Gress)

Laura and Theo (Back)

Willie Maclean (Basher) and John 
Macleod (Hadie) (Coll)

60th Wedding Celebration William Alex, Uilleam, Peigi 
Mairi, Alice and Mina (Back)

Iona 
and 

James 
(Tong)

Claire 
and Hugh 

(Tong)

Mark 
Campbell 
(Tong)

John Stewart and 
Leanne (Gress)

Craig 
and Mairi 
(Upper 
Coll)

Upper Coll 
(lower) 
guisers

As na Bailtean Photographs
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Hospitals. We do hope you are feeling 
better and making steady progress. We 
are sure Caldo will be so pleased to 
have you back to lovingly care for you 
once again.

Gress
Congratulations

Congratulations to David and Leanne 
Hill, marykirk, Aberdeenshire, on the 
birth of Freya Eilidh, on 9 november. A 
wee sister for Emilia mairi, and a sec-
ond granddaughter for John and Cathy 
Gunn.

Sympathy

We in the village were saddened to 
hear that Angusina mackenzie (Elipp, 
17 Gress) passed away suddenly in her 
daughter’s home in Aberdeen. Angusina 
had spent her married life in Kirkintilloch; 
her husband died a few years ago. They 
had three of a family and to them we 
send our condolences, also to her sister 
Ciorstag.  

Cancer Research UK Lewis and 
Harris Branch

Thank you to everyone in Gress who 
donated so willingly to the Cancer 
Research village collection. A total 
of £452.35 was raised. An excellent 
amount once again. Tapadh leibh.

Hallowe’en Thanks

The children of the village would also 
like to thank everyone who donated 
towards their Halloween evening. The 
money raised was used for the party 
and some went towards the firework 
display. The remainder will be given to 
CRY, Cardiac Risk in the Young.

Gambia Partnership

Dr neil Davis has been out in Gambia 
with sixteen volunteers with the Gambia 
Partnership. They have been staying in 
Banjul which is the capital city and on 
the coast. They are building a school for 
the children in a rural area who are una-
ble to get to the nearest school due to 
the distance and therefore have no edu-
cation. We look forward to hearing more 

of his experiences when he returns. 

Weddings 

The marriage of John Stewart mackenzie 
to Leanne macqueen took place at St 
Columba's Parish Church, Stornoway 
on 29 August 2014 with the reception 
at The Cabarfeidh Hotel.  John Stewart 
is the son of Angus murdo and Peggy 
mackenzie, 29 Gress, and Leanne is 
the daughter of margaret macqueen, 
Stornoway. 

Scott macleod and Danielle macdonald 
were married at martin's memorial 
Church on Kenneth Street at 2pm on 7 
november 2014, followed by a recep-
tion at The Clan mcQuarrie in Borve. 
The dinner was attended by 130 guests 
with more guests arriving for the even-
ing reception. Danielle was attended 
by three bridesmaids, Janet mcninch, 
Laura macLennan and Kate Storey and 
two flower girls, Carley Ferguson and 
maja Brackenridge. Scott and Danielle 
are currently residing in Glasgow and 
hope to move to Austen, Texas early next 
year. We wish them all the best for their 
future together. Danielle is the daughter 
of martin and morag macDonald (mac 
Swannie) and Scott is the eldest son of 
Gordon and Diane macleod (nighean 
Tormod Spàgain).

We send congratulations to both cou-
ples and wish them many years of hap-
piness together.

toNG
Weddings 

Congratulations to Iona mackenzie, 
daughter of Iain and Ann mackenzie 
(Tong) and James morrison, eldest son 
of Donald and Jean morrison, 27 Cross, 
ness who married on Friday 10 October 
in Stornoway Free Church. The mar-
riage was conducted by Rev Kenneth I. 
macleod, followed by a reception in the 
Clan macQuarrie Hall.

We also send our congratulations to 
Claire Campbell and Hugh murray who 
were married on 8 August 2014 in Tong 
Free Church. Claire is the daughter of 

Iain Alasdair and Etta Campbell, Aird 
Tong. Hugh is the son of William murray 
and the late Heather murray, Stornoway.

We wish send best wishes to both cou-
ples for their future happiness.

Graduation

mark Campbell, the son of Iain Alasdair 
and Etta Campbell, 9a Aird Tong, gradu-
ated from the University of Strathclyde 
with a masters in mechanical 
Engineering, with Distinction. mark 
is now working for GE Oil & Gas in 
Glasgow. 

Maree Wilson Pageant Update

Former Tong schoolgirl maree Wilson 
recently represented Scotland in the 
World Finals of Face of the Globe in 
Paris where she was placed fifth.  maree 
was placed first in the miss Charity 
and the People’s Choice Award. maree 
raised £2347.50 for the Pageant's cho-
sen Charity, Rainbow Child Foundation. 
We send her our heartiest congratula-
tions. Even although maree is shocked 
and amazed to have done so well, we 
are very proud of her and had no doubts 
that she would succeed.

Village Condolences

We were very sorry to hear that Peter 
macdonald passed away recently. Peter 
grew up in Ford view and went to Tong 
School before he moved to the main-
land, where he passed away. We extend 
our sincere sympathy to his family at 
this time.

Newcomers to the Village

We would like to welcome mr and mrs 
Hall to our community. They recently 
moved to 8 milking Hill, Aird Tong. We 
hope that they are settling into their new 
home and that they will soon feel part of 
the community.

Cancer Research   Isle of Lewis 
Branch

Cancer Research Isle of Lewis would like 
to thank the collector and all those who 
contributed to the door to door collection 
in Aird Tong, milking Hill and Springside. 
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A total of £178.31 was raised.

Upper coll
Guising and Bonfire Fun

Guising was carried out on Wednesday, 
29 October by the young people in 
Upper Coll and they had their party in 
Christopher Duff’s house on Saturday, 
1 november. There they enjoyed all 
the fun of party games, party food 
and treats. many thanks are given to 
those who gave so generously, and 
apologies go to those whom we didn’t 
manage to get to this time. The young 
ones’ little feet were getting very tired 
towards the end of the night! 

The village bonfire was held on 8 
november. The weather was perfect 
for the occasion with a fantastic fire-
work display, food and refreshments 
and the evening was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all who attended. Again, 
many thanks to those who contributed 
to the fireworks and catering.

Cancer Research UK    Lewis and 
Harris Branch

Unfortunately, no collection was made 
in the Gearraidh Ghuirm area (34- 42 
Upper Coll, 28-33 Upper Coll, the 'new 
road' behind Dòmhnall Chuimhnidh's 
Garage and Gearraidh Ghuirm) this 
year. If you are able to help out with 
collecting for this very worthy cause, in 

any part of this area next year, please 
get in touch with Anna on 820 685.

Cyprus Wedding

Congratulations go to Craig and mairi 
who were married in Paphos, Cyprus 
on 15 October 2014. 

Craig is the son of Angus and 
marabelle macdonald, 53 Upper Coll, 
and mairi is the daughter of Iain and 
Catriona Peteranna, Stewart Drive, 
Stornoway.  We send our very best 
wishes for their future happiness to 
the young couple as they start their 
married life.

many readers would have been fascinated 
by the programme HMS Timbertown which 
was recently shown on BBC Alba. In 
October 1915, over fifteen hundred men 
who were in the Royal naval Division, 
newly formed by Winston Churchill, 
made the crossing from Belgium into the 
netherlands in the hope of evading capture 
by the German Army. The men marched 
from the fort in Antwerp which had fallen to 
the Germans and eventually crossed over 
the netherlands border before they even-
tually reached the town of Groningen. Here 
they were interned under the Conditions 
of War as the netherlands was a neutral 
country. The local authorities built wooden 
huts where the men were housed, hence the name 
of the camp being HMS Timbertown. These sailors 
remained there for four years, although, incredibly, 
they were allowed home to help with the harvest if 
needed, on the promise that they would return!

As was told on the programme, one hundred and two 
of these men came from the Isle of Lewis, seven of 
them coming from Sgìr a’ Bhac and one from Aird 
Tong. A further sixteen came from north Tolsta and 
one from Glen Tolsta.

Those who came from our area were:

Donald Cameron, Aird Tong. 

Donald Graham, 40 Upper Coll.

Donald Graham, 71 Coll (Dòmhnall Piugh, father of 
Alex Angus and Agnes Graham, 19 Upper Coll).

Murdo Maciver, 31 Coll (Murchadh Allan, murdo 
Allan’s grandfather). It is said that murchadh had a 
skin condition for which he was prescribed ointment 
in the netherlands. On returning home, he took it 
to Kenny Frogan’s Chemist’s shop where Kenny 
Frogan made up the prescription. It then became 
known as ‘maciver’s Ointment’. mairead Ghurais 
and some of her family, also having a skin condition, 
tried ‘maciver’s Ointment’, but to no avail!

John Nicolson, 1 Coll.  John nicolson later drowned 
in a fishing accident in Broad Bay, leaving a wife and 
young son and an unborn daughter.

First World War
HMS Timbertown

Groningen Internees. Kenneth Gunn is second top right
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Calum Macmillan, 26 Back (Calum 
Mhurchaidh a’ Bhaird)

Donald Maclennan, Gress 
(Dòmhnall Sheogaidh, originally 
from north Tolsta). He composed 
a song, for his girlfriend, who later 
became his wife. His composition is 
often heard on the radio, sung by his 
granddaughter, marina (mardo).

Like many who fought in the war, 
the internees told little of their time 
in Groningen. However, some arte-
facts from that time remain, showing 
how they filled the long hours while 
interned, with studies and pastimes. 
Some of these artefacts are seen on 
these pages. If your family has any more information 
or any Timbertown souvenirs, Loch a’ Tuath News 
would be delighted to hear from you.

We are grateful to Agnes Stewart, Ishbel Gunn and 
margaret Tough for sharing their mementos with us.

If you wish to find out more about HMS Timbertown 
the following website will provide you with more 
information (in English!).

www.wereldoorlog1418.nl

Timbertown

M Macmillan, Uig Man and Donald 
Graham (Dòmhnall Piugh) in Groningen

Embroideries

These embroideries, done by Kenneth 
Gunn, have amazingly survived in 
excellent condition. The colours 
and stitching are remarkable. 
One, depicting a grave stone, was 
embroidered in memory of Kenneth’s 
father who died while Kenneth was 
interned and also in memory of his 
sister, Margaret, who had died aged 
twenty eight in 1911. The other depicts  
flags and the words ‘Faith’, ‘Hope’ and 
‘Love’ surrounding photos of Kenneth 
himself (top left), his brother and his 
two sisters Margaret and Catherine.

Medal      
This medal was 
presented to 
Dòmhnall Piugh, 
for being part of a 
winning tug of war 
team. The teams 
taking part were two 
teams of Lewis men, 
perhaps they had 
more brute force!
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From the Manse
Christ-like Hands

During World War II a church in the city of Strasbourg, 
Germany, was destroyed by bombing.  At first the people 
thought that nothing was left of the church but a heap of 
rubble, but when they began to clear away the rubbish they 
found a statue of Jesus.  It was covered with dust.  It was 
unspoiled, with exception to one thing.  Both hands had 
been broken off.  They searched everywhere but they could 
not find them.  When the church was rebuilt after the war 
was over, the statue was re-erected but without hands.

One day a sculptor made an offer to the minister of the 
church to have the statue made perfect again by having the 
hands replaced.  The minister and the leaders of the church 
met to discuss the matter.  Finally they decided to thank the 
man who had offered to replace the hands, but declined his 
offer.

The minister was asked why they refused the offer.  He said, 
‘So long as the statue of Jesus stands complete, but with no 
hands, people may remember that Jesus has no hands to do 
his work in the world except our hands, the hands of ordinary 
men and women and boys and girls.’

All kinds of people need our help over the festive period.  
Hungry people need to be fed.  Sick people need to be 
nursed.  Grieving people need to be comforted.  If Jesus 
is to help such people around us he needs the hands of all 
who love him.  Sometimes when there’s a big job to be done, 
people say, ‘Lend a hand, please.’  That is what Jesus says 
to us all.  ‘Lend me your hands, both of them, to do my work 
in the world.’  

Bethlehem’s manger reminds us that Jesus came into our 
sin-sick world to save us from sin.  His hands brought healing 
and comfort to many.  His outstretched hands were nailed to 
Calvary’s cross in love and mercy.  He came ‘once for all…
to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself’ (Hebrews 9:26).  

Are we prepared to reach out with Christ-like hands over 
Christmas?  Are our hands extended in mercy?  Are we sen-
sitive to the needs of others around us who may be in need 
of a helping hand?  Are we prepared to simply lend a hand?   

The bible encourages you and I to ‘put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ…’ (Romans 13:14).  We are encouraged to follow the 
example of Jesus.  He is our great role-model.  As Jesus 
gave, let’s see to it that we are prepared to give sacrificially, 
without holding back this Christmas.  

See from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.  

(Isaac Watts)

I wish you all a blessed and happy Christmas.

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the com-
munity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services 
in Back and Tong during December 2014 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 7 December
12pm:  Rev Calum I macleod    (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I macleod

Sunday 14 December
10:30am: Rev Calum I macleod
12 noon: Rev Calum I macleod
6pm:  Rev Alasdair I macleod  

Sunday 21 December
10:30am: Rev Alasdair I macleod
12 noon: Rev Donald A macdonald  (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I macleod 

Sunday 28 December
12 noon: Rev Calum I macleod    (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Alasdair I macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 7 December
10:30am: Rev Alasdair I macleod 

Sunday 14 December
6pm:  mr neil murray     (Gaelic)

Sunday 21 December
12 noon: Rev Calum I macleod

December Service Times 

Monthly Family Service
Tong Mission House

Every 3rd Sunday @ 12 Noon.
(With Crèche facilities)

***************

Sunday 21 December 2014
Preacher: 

Rev Calum I Macleod
Everyone Welcome
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Meet Innes Campbell, RNLI Mechanic
Innes, who lives at Miramar, 40b 
Upper Coll with his wife Rachel 
and two children, Ryan aged 
seven, and Kara aged three, is 
a mechanic on the Stornoway 
lifeboat, Tom Sanderson. Innes 
tells us about being a volunteer 
life boat crew member. We would 
also like to thank Stornoway 
RNLI for the fantastic accompa-
nying images.

How long have you been part 
of the lifeboat crew, Innes?

I joined the crew in July, 2006. I 
had hoped to join four years pre-
viously, but my employer at that 
time found it difficult to release 
me for training and call outs. 
When I started up my own busi-
ness, it was then easier for me to 
become a crew member, as I could work round the call 
outs.

What motivated you to be a crew member?

I grew up in Parkend and I have always loved the sea, 
boats, fishing and swimming at Holm. I wanted to give 
something back to the community.

What is involved in becoming a member of the 
crew?

You must be vetted first, then if you pass that hurdle 
there is a six months’ probationary period when it must 
be shown that you fit in with the rest of the crew. This 
is a major part of becoming a suitable crew 
member; you must show that you can work as 
part of a team which has to work together. The 
boat itself, is of course very trustworthy, but all 
the personnel on that boat have to be trusted 
too. There is loads to learn and there are lots 
of courses to go on.

You must also pass survival training at the 
RnLI training headquarters at Poole in Dorset. 
I spent a very intensive four days there, and 
also had a lot of practice at home, on the Tom 
Sanderson.

What specific skills are needed on the life-
boat?

There are two paths a crew member can 

follow, navigation or mechanics. 
However, that being said, you 
need to know about all aspects, 
in case anything untoward hap-
pens.

I am a mechanic and included in 
the mechanic’s training is a radio 
operator’s course; this training 
was done in Aberdeen, Poole 
and at home. Of all the courses 
I have done, the radio licence 
one is probably the one I would 
not want to do again. The cox 
and the mechanic are both full 
time crew members. There are 
also 2nd and 3rd coxswains and 
mechanics, who, along with all 
other crew, are volunteers.

Are you ‘on call’ all the time?

Yes, 24/7!

I remember when I was young, and living in 
Stornoway not all that far from the Lifeboat Shed, 
hearing the lifeboat rockets going off to summon 
the crew. In this technological age how are you 
summoned when the lifeboat is called out?

We all have pagers and are sent text at the same time 
to notify us of a shout.

Can you tell us what happens once your pager 
rings?

I have to drive as fast as is legally possible to the 
lifeboat station, grab my gear and get the boat away 

Innes and his family at 2014 Open Day

Open Day 2014.  Innes, Joanne Maclennan (ladies' guild Member) and 
Conal Ferguson, (crew member)



11

as quickly as possible. A maximum of seven 
crew members go out on each rescue; the 
cox, driver, mechanic and navigator and three 
more crew members. There are only seven 
jump seats on the boat, into which we are each 
strapped.

What is your most memorable experience 
when out on the lifeboat?

A January shout in a Force 9 gale, to the fish-
ing boat Our Hazel was my first experience of 
just how mental it can sometimes be. She was 
anchored off the beach at north Tolsta when 
her anchor line snapped and she ended up 
battered on the beach, at Tràigh Ghioradail, 
high and dry. my pager went at 10pm and we 
were there until 8am. Every bit of our equip-
ment was used, our tow rope also snapped so we had 
to fire a number of rocket lines into the beach, so that 
the Coastguard could re-attach our tow rope to the 
casualty vessel. It was also very snowy throughout the 
rescue. On our way out to this rescue, just past Bayble 
Island, we went down into a 12 feet ‘hole’ in the waves. 
However, after all that, it was a safe outcome.

What’s the furthest away rescue you have been 
involved in?

We went to the rescue of a trawler about forty four 
miles north of the Butt of Lewis, near Sùlasgeir.

In your time on the lifeboat, how many calls have 
you been out on?

To date, sixty-eight calls.

How much training do you have to do annually to 
keep your skills up to date?

We train locally every monday night, we must do a 
minimum of 12 exercises per year.  To date I have 
done 66 exercises in total 
according to our record.

What about the mainte-
nance of the boat, are 
you involved in that?

All crew members main-
tain the boat, and after 
each outing she must be 
washed and cleaned thor-
oughly. Every five years 
she gets a full refit, which 
includes new engines and 
painting. The repainting 
costs £60,000.  She is due 
to go away this month for 

her refit which will take up to 6 months to complete, 
during that time we will have a relief lifeboat.  Our boat 
is getting refitted with new generation Chrysler mTU 
engines as they no longer make the caterpillar type that 
we currently have.

What makes you continue to want to be part of the 
lifeboat crew?

I love being part of the Tom Sanderson team and I get 
a great ‘buzz’ from everything concerned with being 
part of that team. You never know what you will be up 
against on your next shout. 

Apart from your RNLI work do you have time for 
any other pastimes?

I loved playing football for the Aths, and then for Back 
when I came to live in Upper Coll. I was a team mem-
ber when Back last won the League Cup. I am also a 
keen fisherman. However, with running my own busi-
ness, being part of the lifeboat crew and looking after 
our two children, Ryan and Kara, there is not a lot of 
spare time now! 

Finally, Innes, are there 
any interesting statis-
tics you can give us 
regarding the work of 
the charity RNLI and its 
lifeboats?

In 2012, there were 
8 346 launches, 7 964 
people rescued and 328 
lives were saved. A life-
boat like Tom Sanderson, 
the Stornoway lifeboat 
costs £2m; the annual 
cost of a lifeboat station 
like the Stornoway one is 

Tom Sanderson Severn class all weather lifeboat
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£215,000. The full kit costs £1,296 per crew member. 
On a training night we will use an average 300 litres 
of fuel. The RnLI is the charity that saves lives at sea, 

it relies on volunteers to provide its lifesaving 
service, other dedicated volunteers to raise 
funds and awareness, and on the good will of 
the public to keep on going. I would like to take 
this opportunity of bringing to everyone's atten-
tion the great fundraising efforts and behind the 
scenes help that the Ladies’ Lifeboat Guild give 
to the crew and station. not forgetting the wives/
partners who are at home thinking of us each 
time we are out.

Thank you, Innes

Contrary to many peoples’ beliefs, that the RNLI 
is a government funded organisation, it is, as 
Innes has mentioned above, a charity organi-
sation relying for its funding on donations and 
being almost entirely run by volunteers. If you 
wish to find out more about the RNLI you could 

look at the website www.rnli.org or why not call in at 
our local Lifeboat Shop on Cromwell Street, opposite 
Lighting Electrical. (Editor)

Stornoway Lifeboat Family, crew, branch members and Ladies' Guild 
members on Tom SAnderson

Lewis and Harris Branch

The local branch of Alzheimer Scotland (Lewis and 
Harris) exists to support the work of the local service 
provided by Alzheimer Scotland (Lewis and Harris 
Services). Based at the recently re-furbished Resource 
Centre at 18 Bells Road, the Service provides support 
and advice for people with a diagnosis of dementia and 
their families and carers. 

Dementia is defined as ‘the progressive loss of the 
powers of the brain’. There are different kinds of 
dementia, the most common being Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. memory loss affects people in different ways and 
Alzheimer Scotland exists to support people living with 
dementia and their families and carers to maintain a 
good quality of life for as long as possible.

The support services include home support in Lewis 
and Harris where people living with dementia are sup-
ported in their own homes, offering the family and/
or carer respite. The Service is responsible for the 
running of the Solas day centre on Westview Terrace. 
Staffed by two members of staff on each day and 
supported by volunteers, the day centre is available 
through a referral system for people with a diagnosis 
of dementia and provides therapeutic activities and 
planned support in a friendly and relaxed environment. 

As well as the support service Alzheimer Scotland 
runs monthly dementia cafes in Stornoway, Carloway 
and Harris where people with dementia and their car-
ers can access information; support groups, a full time 
Dementia Link Worker in Lewis/Harris and a part time 
Dementia Link worker in Southern Isles, and a monthly 

singing group. 
The Resource 
Centre also 
stocks fun-
draising gift 
cards and other items for sale as well as access to 
information and publications, access to the Alzheimer 
Scotland website www.alzscot.org.uk also available. 

Would you be willing to volunteer to help with any of 
the Branch’s activities? We are constantly looking for 
willing people to support the day centre activities, help 
with the cafe and singing group, participate in fundrais-
ing activities and support the organisation financially or 
practically. 

Why not pop in to the Resource Centre at Bells 
Road for more information monday – Friday between 
9am-1pm? Or contact the Service manager, marion 
macinnes (01851 702123 or mmacInnes@alzscot.
org) or the Branch Chairman, Rev Dr Iain D Campbell 
(iaind@freeuk.com) or Secretary, Sonja macleod (son-
jawiccf@gmail.com). 

more information on Alzheimer Scotland, as well as 
details on how to become a member, can be found 
on the website, www.alzscot.org. There is a Dementia 
Helpline which offers 24 hour information and emo-
tional support. The number is 0808 8083000. 

This Christmas time, why not help us to help others?

Iain D Campbell

Alzheimer Scotland (Lewis and Harris) Branch 
Chairman

Alzheimer Scotland
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Kenny John mackenzie recently spoke about his 
last trip to Uganda at a congregational fellowship 
at Back Free Church. He shared a moving and 
compelling account of how a motorbike was gifted 
to Pastor Upoki, beds were bought for orphaned 
children and Kevin’s Well was brought to com-
pletion – all made possible with monetary gifts 
from a host of generous contributors from across 
Broadbay and beyond.

Footnote from Kenny John:
God willing, I intend to go to Uganda in 

mid- December for a month.  Our team on the 
ground there hope to continue to develop Kevin’s 
Well.  It has exceeded expectations with its flow 
rate at God is Good Nursery and Primary School.  
The plan is to build a water tower to place a 10,000 
litre tank on top, and for it to be pumped from the 
well.  We also intend to provide a borehole/well to 
Pastor Wilson Okot in Kitgum, northern Uganda 
for the local primary school he supports.  

Should you wish to support this ongoing work in 
any way then please contact Kenny John macken-
ziekenny@yahoo.co.uk 

Comhairle Column

It is hard to believe that we are approaching mid-
winter again. We hope that everyone in the Loch 
a' Tuath Ward will be able to spend quality time 
with friends and loved ones over coming weeks 
as we bid farewell to 2014 and look forward to 
welcoming in 2015. Times of celebration are 
often times of sadness for those who think back 
to times of happiness with loved ones and this 

is especially true for all of us who have suffered 
bereavement over the last twelve months.

We wish you all a very happy Christmas and new 
Year and look forward to joining our senior citi-
zens for lunch on the 24th of January at 1.30pm 
in the Cala Inn.

Catriona, Donald and John A.

Senior Citizens’ Lunch

Caladh Inn

Saturday 24 January
at 1.30 pm

To book a place please contact 
Joan Maclean 820581 or Anne 
Macarthur 820418. More details 
will be available in January issue.

Back Community 
Council

The recent door to door collections raised 
£967.30 in the Tong and Back district. The 
local committee extends grateful thanks to all 
our collectors and to all who contributed to 
raising such a great amount in the continuing 
fight to overcome cancer.

Unfortunately no collection was made in the 
Gearraidh Ghuirm area this year. If you know 
of anyone who would be willing to collect in 
this area next year, please contact Anna on 
820685. 

Cancer Research 
UK Collection

Kenny John Mackenzie’s Uganda Trip

Seasonal Greetings
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Roving Reporters

Four busy reporters have worked hard to bring 
the Tong School news to print this month.  Julie 
matheson, P6, and P7 pupils Sophie Graham, Ben 
maciver and Charlotte Penman, worked diligently to 
ensure important events have been covered.  Well 
done!

Nursery News

As part of the ‘People Who Help Us’ project, Dr 
Walker came to speak to the children about helping 
to look after patients. He used a teddy bear to show 
how he uses a stethoscope! The staff and children 
wish to send a thank you message to Dr Walker for 
taking the time to come along to Tong nursery. 

Dragons’ Den

On Friday 14th november P6/7 did a Dragons’ Den 
Competition. P6/7 had to design an invention that 
had never been invented before and they did an 
amazing job. They all came up with superb ideas 
and shared them with the whole school and the 
Dragons (miss mackenzie and ms Flett!).

It was very difficult for the “dragons” to decide which 
invention was the best but Adam mackinnon’s “pest 
control” house was the winning entry. In second 
place was Scott’s creative “Alien 51”go-kart and 
in third place was Faith’s fabulous soup-making 
machine. 

Each invention was unique and a considerable 
amount of time and effort went into each project.  
P1-5 were invited to watch the presentations and 
found it difficult to choose a winner.

Carrots are Tops!

This month Colin 
and Chrissie (Aird, 
Tong) donated a 
variety of home-
grown vegetables 
to our school so we could sell them and raise money 
for school funds. The money we did raise is going 
towards our first ever Tong School Christmas Light 
Switch On.  more details to follow in next month’s 
issue. 

THAnK YOU vERY mUCH, COLIn AnD CHRISSE 
!!!!

Tong School House System

Tong School has a new house system. There is a 
captain and a vice captain for each team. The house 
names are animals that we see usually on our island. 
There is the Starfish team (green), Otter team (yel-
low), Seals team (red) and Dolphins team (blue). 
The captains are (Ben-Otters), (Adam F-Dolphins), 
(Krysta-Seals) ( Adam m-Starfish).Each week the 
winning house team wins a massive golden  trophy. 
The starfish team were our winners for the first week.

P6/7 American Day

On Friday the 7th of november Primary 6/7 had an 
American dress up day. Everybody in P6/7 dressed 
up as famous Americans. This was the grand finale 
for our America project. miss Flett was dressed up 
as michelle Obama and she looked very elegant. 
Some of the characters were Lady Gaga, michael 
Jackson, Ariana Grande and marilyn monroe. It was 
fun to play Guess Who!

Tong School

Dr Walker with the Nursery children

Look at all the American citizens!
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Armistice Day

On Sunday 9th november two Tong School pupils 
(Sophie Graham and Ben maciver, P7 ) represented 
the school by laying a wreath at the Back War 
memorial. Rev C.I macleod took the solemn service. 
The day was stunning and a large crowd of over 300 
people attended.

On  Tuesday 11th november the school and nursery 
joined together for a very special Remembrance 
assembly.  Rev C.I macleod led our assembly and 
shared with us the importance of Remembrance 
Day. We observed the two minute silence (both at 
assembly and at the 11th hour of the 11th day of 
the 11th month) and closed the assembly by singing 
Psalm 23. 

Welcome To Tong School

We welcome Rosie and Simeon Fletcher to Tong 
Primary School. Rosie is in Primary 2 and Simeon 
is in Primary 5. We hope they enjoy being in Tong 
school and hope they make lots of new friends. 

Shoe Box Appeal

many thanks to families and friends who contributed 
shoeboxes for the Blythswood Shoebox Appeal.  The 
boxes will be truly appreciated by poor children and 
adults in Eastern Europe. It is hard for us to imagine 
how happy our small boxes will make them feel.

Sophie and Ben with Miss Mackenzie at the 
War Memorial in  Back

Rosie and Simeon, our new friends

Scott's Invention Presentation

Amazing 
Inventions
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

mURDO mACKAY PLAnT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,

I was delighted to learn last night that the whaling 
documentary Britain's Whale Hunters, The Untold Story, 
recently seen on Channel 4 won a BAFTA award in 
Glasgow. This was quite an achievement by the producer 
Tom Beard of Keo Films London, and the commentary by 
Adam nicholson, the proprietor of the Shiant Isles, was 
superb.

I had been trying to get a film company interested for the 
past three years, as it is now fifty years since British whal-
ing finished in Leith Harbour, South Georgia. The inter-
views with myself and Roddy morrison (Shawbost) were 
done in Gress. I was able to tell the interviewer that there 
were eighteen men from Gress alone, who went whaling.

Adam nicholson was most impressed, especially as he 
could see the Shiants from our conservatory. I asked 
Adam to write a short paragraph describing his part with 
the film (see below). I also suggested to Adam that the 
Harris Distillery should name their whisky "The Whaler's 
Dram”!!!

Best wishes,
Jock murray

Dear Jock,

Lovely to hear from you. Exciting wasn't it that we won! 
But I'm sure the reason we did was all that incredible 
archive footage, and more important than that, the inter-
views that Tom did with all you guys. People are amazed 
wherever I go, at the stories you had to tell. The Whaler's 
Dram is a good idea. They wanted to build the distillery on 
the old whaling station (at Bunnavoneadar), but weren't 
allowed to by Historic Scotland.

I don't think I've ever had such an eye-opening adventure 
as heading off to the South Atlantic and exploring the 
abandoned whaling stations there, simply for its opening 
of doors into a world that I, and I think almost everyone 
else, had no idea existed. The courage and skill and 
persistence and fantastic sense of humour of the whalers 
is in my mind set against the astonishing sea and land-
scapes in which they all lived and worked. The privilege 
to be allowed to get to know it, is one which I will never 
forget. The fact that the programme made by Tom Beard 
received a BAFTA in Glasgow on Sunday night is, as Tom 
said, only a bright little cherry on a wonderful cake.

All the very best and looking forward to seeing you next 
summer.

Adam

The book Sgoil a’ Bhac – memories Through the 
Ages is now on sale and it would make an ideal gift. 
The book comprises class and staff photographs, 
history, memories, extracts from school log books 
and English and Gaelic articles about Back School, 
from the opening of Back Public School in 1878 to 
the closure of the Secondary department in 2012. 
It runs to over 270 pages and is hardback, priced 
£14.99.

It is thought that the book will appeal to all former 
pupils of Sgoil a’ Bhac, or anyone with an interest 
in Sgoil a’ Bhac and the community it served. The 
book is available to buy in Gordon’s and in outlets in 
Stornoway.

Sgoil a’ Bhac Book
(Adam nicolson has written a fascinating account of the Shiant Islands, in his book Sea Room. Well worth a read. Ed.)
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559



21

Back in Time      
The Times are out of Joint
Practically no fishing has been carried on in this district for 
a good number of weeks past.  Local fishermen have found 
that it was not worth the effort, as a result of illegal trawl-
ing within Broadbay.  On 13th December, a horse-drawn 
float from Stornoway went through Coll, with a few boxes 
of trawled haddocks, which was very much appreciated.  
As far as we know, there was none left for Vatisker, Back 
or Gress.  The times are much changed.  It is not long ago 
since Stornoway depended on Back for fresh haddocks, and 
the idea of Stornoway supplying Back with haddocks is like 
sending coals to Newcastle.  We think the powers that be 
should consider closing the Minch as a post-war scheme, to 
show their appreciation to Lewis servicemen.

Obituary
Murdo Maciver, third son of Mr and Mrs John Maciver, 49 
Coll, was a naval reservist and saw much fighting during the 
combined operations in the North African campaign, in Sicily 
and later in Italy.  In Italy he became ill and was transferred to 
a hospital in North Africa for a period.  His condition gradu-
ally worsened and eventually he was discharged, arriving 
home just 3 months before his death at the age of twenty six.

Miss Jessie Maciver, 49 Coll, an aunt of Murdo Maciver’s, 
passed away shortly after her nephew.  She was 70 and had 
been in indifferent health for the past 2 years, but her end 
came unexpectedly.  She was held in high esteem by all who 
knew her, and was of a quite and kind disposition and very 
upright character.

Miss Christina Beaton, “Ciorstag Sheumais”, as she was 
locally known (late of 40 Coll) passed away at 18 Upper Coll, 
after a short illness.  Miss Beaton, who was aged 57 years was 
well known in church circles, not only in the Back district 
but throughout the island.  A member of the Free Church 
congregation at Back for a long period, she lived a life of 
faith and her death is much felt by all who had the pleasure 
of knowing her.

Wedding
A pretty wedding took place on 16th November at 33 Upper 
Coll, the home of the bride’s brother-in-law, when Christy 
Bell,  youngest daughter of Mrs Annie Stewart and the late 
Angus Stewart, Outend, Coll, was united in wedlock with 
Malcolm, only son of Mr and Mrs Malcolm Mackay, Outend 
Coll.  Rev Roderick Mackenzie officiated.  The bride, who 
was given away by Mr Alick Angus Stewart, RAF, 37 
Kenneth Street, Stornoway, looked beautiful, in white satin 
with long veil to match.  She was attended by Miss Annie 
Mackay, the groom’s sister. Miss Annie Graham, 9 Westview 
Terrace, Stornoway, was train bearer.  The bridesmaid wore 
blue lace.  Mr Donald Graham, the bride’s brother-in-law, 
was groomsman.  After the ceremony, a very large number 
of guests were entertained at the wedding feast.  The usual 
toasts were given and a large sheaf of congratulatory tel-
grams were read.  The happy couple were the recipients of 

     December 1944
numerous useful presents including a large sum of money.  
The groom, who is a naval reservist, had special leave for the 
occasion and has now rejoined his ship. We wish them every 
happiness.

On Leave
On leave this week are Donald Macleod, RNR, 6 Back;  
Malcolm Macritchie, RNR, 47 Back;  Donald Murray, RNR, 
7 Upper Coll;  Norman Campbell, RNR, 8 Vatisker;  Joan 
Macleod, WREN, 23 Vatisker;  Catherine Murray, NAAFI, 26 
Gress;  Gunner Mrs Murdina Campbell, ATS, 26 Back;  Annie 
Campbell, NAAFI, 9 Upper Coll;  Colin Maciver, RNR, 37 
Vatisker;  Norman Campbell, RNR, 6 Vatisker;  John Murray, 
MN, 43 Vatisker;  CPO Alexander Martin, 43 Back;  LSeaman 
Donald Martin, New Street, Back;  John Macaskill, RNR, 3 
Vatisker;  John Mackay, RNR, 23 Back;  John Macdonald, 
RNR, Stoker, 1st Class, 3 Upper Coll;  Allan Macdonald, 
RNR, 35 Gress;  John Morrison, RNR, 34 Gress;  Kenneth 
Stewart, MN, 5 Upper Coll;  Writer George Macleod, 63 Coll 
and Dollan Macleod, RNR, New Street, Back.

Prisoner of War
Paratrooper John Macdonald, RE, only son of Mrs Bella 
Macdonald, and the late Norman Macdonald, late of 50 
Coll, now residing in Inverness, who was posted missing at 
Arnhem, is now reported to be a prisoner of war.  Macdonald 
was through the North African and Italian campaigns.

Heavy Root Crop
Murdo Macleod, 37 Vatisker, who has an extraordinary crop 
of carrots had one weighing over two pounds.  Norman 
Macleod, 39 Back, had a potato which turned the scales at 
two pounds.  Good for Back!

TONG
Obituary
The village was cast into gloom when it became known that 
Mr Donald Macleod, of 12 Tong, had passed away in the early 
hours of Saturday morning, 2nd inst.  Donald, who was aged 
47 years, was a man of outstanding qualities and was held in 
high esteem by all.  For several years he was employed on 
government work in Glasgow, where he married last year and 
took up his residence.  Owing to ill health, he was compelled 
to come home two months ago.  He commenced work in one 
of the local mills and was employed there until a week prior 
to his death.  To his sorrowing widow, sisters and brothers, at 
home and abroad, we extend our deepest sympathy.

Home on Leave
Home on leave recently were the following servicemen and 
women:  Donald Macdonald, (Navy),  and Alex Macdonald, 
(Navy), 1 Aird, Tong;  James Maciver, (Navy), 33 Aird, 
Tong;  Margaret Mackinnon, (ATS), 25 Aird, Tong;  Norman 
Montgomery, (Navy), 18 Tong;  Chrissie Thomson, (ATS), 3 
Park, Tong;  Alex J Thomson, (Navy), 3 Park, Tong;  Mary 
Murray, (WAAF), 2 Park, Tong and Malcolm Maciver, (RA), 
Hillhead, Tong.
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JOHN A FINLAYSON
JOInERY & BUILDInG SERvICES

JOHN ALEX FINLAYSON
JOInER

SPRInGSIDE HOUSE
TOnG, STORnOWAY
ISLE OF LEWIS
07768 205834 / 01851 706567 AFTER 6Pm

marion@finlayson24.fsnet.co.uk



23

A Summer in Canada
The records of my first visit to Canada in the early 2000s 
are few. A handful of photos processed from Kodak’s fin-
est camera film providing the only evidence I was there, 
alongside a few flashbulb memories. Chinatown (the live 
frogs in tanks!), the mall of America (just like the movies!), 
root beer floats (terrible - like the mouthwash you get at 
the dentist!)

As with many Gaels who went before, Canada really 
stole a piece of my heart on that first trip. I always knew I 
wanted to go back and when the opportunity arose again, 
I seized it. 

I was fortunate in that I managed to secure one of only 
5350 coveted International Experience Canada visas, 
which allow 18-25 year olds UK citizens to travel and 
work in Canada for up to a year. The competition is fierce 
and the process is not as straightforward as it is for those 
applying for other traveller hotspots, such as Australia. 
not one for turning down a challenge – I summoned my 
best administrative skills and typed as fast as possible to 
complete my application.  Under the strict first-come, first-
serve basis (my application time was nine minutes) I was 
about the 300th person out of the first 2000 to complete 
it – both figures that I’m very proud of! 

So having signed off all my paperwork and done the 
impossible of reducing my wardrobe into one suitcase, I 
was on my way. After thirty two hours of travelling, three 
different planes, two seas, one ocean and with enough 
duty free to keep me in moisturiser for the summer, I had 
made it. vancouver, BC, Canada. And here are the Top 
Five highlights from my trip (a selection that could have 
easily expanded to Top Ten, Twenty or Fifty!)

Fort Langley

Though Canada has a rich and diverse history, it is also 
relatively young as a nation. There is little by way of the 
old architecture and historical landmarks that we are so 
accustomed to in Europe. This is what makes Fort Langley 

so unique, and wonderful. There is the Fort itself, once a 
thriving location for trade, and the surrounding area that 
has since built up around it. The Fort stands today as 
it did back in the 19th century, preserved so that future 
generations can visit and take a step into their own his-
tory (delightfully guided by experts in period dress). The 
town itself is an array of vintage markets, trinket shops 
and independent stores offering all sorts of local delights – 
from regional art to hand crafted jewellery to BC’s famous 
cranberries. Browsing for keepsakes whilst listening to the 
artist or local expert explain the significance of their piec-
es and displays was a thrill. It also brought much welcome 
relief from the typical maple leaf and moose emblazoned 
souvenirs I’d become accustomed to!

The most fascinating discovery I made whilst in Fort 
Langley, however, was in the local graveyard. There, 
amongst many other macs and Scottish mcs, was the 
grave of John macIver – a Rudhach who had left Lewis for 
Canada with his friend murdo morrison in the 19th century. 
mr macIver was instrumental in the initial settling of Fort 
Langley. To stand beside his grave and to acknowledge 
his extraordinary legacy felt important, as did investigating 
the small quay named mcIvor’s Landing after him. It was 
a wonderful reminder of the significant contribution Lewis 
men and women have made to so many cultures around 
the world as they travelled, explored and discovered. my 
father wrote about them in a previous edition of LATn.

Bella Coola

Turquoise waves of glacier water lapped up over the 
small stretch of rocks. Our bright orange drift boat stood 
out against the spectacular colours of the surrounding, 
unspoiled environment. “This,” our guide explained, “is 
Friendly Island”. This was also one of the spots where 
Alexander macKenzie first landed as he manoeuvred his 
way across British Columbia. He eventually became the 
first person ever to cross from the East to West Coast of 
Canada in one go. He was also a Leòdhasach. I stood 

Donna at Fort Langley

By Donna Mairi MacIver

Bella Coola River with cousins



24

amazed. We had drifted here in our reasonably comfort-
able, bright orange boat – and I had huffed slightly at 
the icy water that had managed to soak into my shoes. 
Whatever vessel mr macKenzie used, I could be certain 
he would have had much more to complain about.   

It had taken us two days of driving to reach here from 
vancouver, a total of about fifteen hours in the car. It 
takes about the same amount of time to drive from John 
O’ Groats to Land’s End but in Canada we hadn’t even 
managed to leave the province! As we floated down the 
Bella Coola River, I spotted a solitary bald eagle sat atop 
his perch, surveying his kingdom. He looked so regal. 
There was something quite humbling to see him there. It 
was a reminder that a whole other world exists there, a 
world that thrives and cares little for the trivialities of the 
everyday lives of those of us below. Having been born in 
an internet-less era, I can only imagine mr mackenzie’s 
thoughts when he saw these scenes for the first time. 

The City of Glass

Again and again, vancouver tops the list of most desir-
able places in the world to live. Its nickname – the City of 
Glass – is derived from the stunning modern architecture 
of the city centre, where blue glass is used in abundance. 
It is a city of two halves. On the one hand the streets are 
busy and bustling with sleek, sophisticated city slickers. 

On the other hand is the laid back vibe from enthusiastic 
locals and tourists heading to the nearby north Shore in 
search of some of the best hiking, biking and skiing in 
the world. The juxtaposition is wonderful. my favourite 
moment came as I headed to work in the morning, arriv-
ing at Waterfront station after a two hour commute and 
being greeted with the site of blue water, rolling hills and 
a Starbucks. A beautiful scene indeed.

One of the best discoveries I made in vancouver though, 
was the people. more precisely, the people of the expat 
Gael community. I hadn’t been in the city long when I was 
invited to a taigh-cèilidh by renowned Gaelic singer Cathy 
Ann macPhee, who normally lives in Ottawa. I couldn’t 
remember the last time I’d been to a taigh-cèilidh back in 
Scotland. How often we hear the sad utterances of those 
who once attended these events weekly “mas d’thàinig an 
Tv!” But let me console you – the taigh-cèilidh is well and 
truly alive! You just might have to travel a bit further than 
usual to enjoy it. I cannot describe how fantastic it was to 
sit overlooking the mighty Fraser River listening to three 
lovely men (murdo, murdo and John!) singing Bha mi Latha 
Samhraidh a 
Steòrnabhagh. 
By the end of 
the evening, 
the pipes were 
brought out 
and I looked 
around, feeling 
slightly sorry for 
the neighbours. 
That was until 
I spotted them 
gathering out-
side their own homes, smiling and waving. A moment I will 
never forget. Our host for the evening was John macleod 
(Haydi) from Stornoway, who has lived in Canada for 
nearly 40 years. He used to play in a band called the 
Karltones. A small world indeed; he recently met my father 
at the Taigh Dubh in Arnol, and my dad later took him 
round the new Gaelic media Centre on Seaforth Road, the 
street of his childhood. Changed days on Seaforth Road.

Calgary

Having spent nearly three months in Canada, I was joined 
by my friend Carol Ann macLeod (Outend Coll) for a few 
weeks of sightseeing. She made an arduous journey to 
see me (Glasgow to Philadelphia to Detroit to Phoenix to 
vancouver!) and I allowed her a couple of days of rest, 
including Canada Day celebrations on July 1st, before we 
set off on our adventure to Calgary. 

Rugged, sheer, breathtaking. Every cliché in the diction-
ary deserves to be rolled out for the spectacle that was 
the Rockies. Driving through the world famous range was 
incredible and, as I found myself thinking once again, 
made our existence seem like a drop in the ocean com-
pared to their magnitude and magnificence. The goal of 
our road trip was to visit the Calgary Stampede – one of the 

Bella Coola

Downtown Vancouver - the City of Glass

Donna with Murdo, Murdo and John
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most renowned 
events of it’s 
kind in the world. 
We scrambled 
together as 
much denim as 
our limited trav-
elling wardrobes 
would allow and 
purchased two 
rather fetching 
cowboy hats. 
Our formative 
years growing 
up around ani-
mals and agri-
culture meant 
we felt suitably 

prepared for the Stampede – there aren’t many places in 
the world where you can say you’ve helped herd sheep 
and be given a tip of a cowboy hat in admiration.

By its very definition, though, there is a strong element 
of animal entertainment at the Stampede. One of the 
consequences of being brought up in a crofting commu-
nity is the innate sense of respect that we feel towards 
animals and their welfare. Both Carol and I felt strongly 
that we would forgo that particular element of the event 
but that was certainly not to the detriment of our experi-
ence. Indeed, how can anything be better than standing 
at a food cart in a fairground asking for your favourite treat 
“deep fried, please!” (The Scots may have mars Bars – 
but the Canadians have Oreos!) We also managed to 
indulge in the famous Canadian dish of poutine – chips, 
gravy and cheese curds.  Thank goodness for all our hik-
ing and sightseeing, or we’d have had to buy two seats 
each for our return journey to Scotland!

Lake Louise
I spent four months in Canada. I spent only two hours of 
that time at Lake Louise. Yet, Lake Louise is beyond words 
and description 
and could eas-
ily have made 
the top of my 
list. This body 
of crystal water 
is the same as 
found in the 
Bella Coola 
River, enriched 
by the minerals 
in the melting 
glaciers. These 
sapphire waves 
sparkled in the 
summer sun, 
contrasting with 
the lush deep 
greens of the 

surround-
ing flora 
and for-
est and 
the earthy 
brown of 
the moun-
t a i n s . 
Carol Ann 
wrote in 
her jour-
nal about 
the day 
we visited the Lake, “Lake Louise is the most spectacular 
and unimaginable place. The water is glacier in colour 
and is surrounded by snow-capped mountains. We took 
a canoe out on the Lake and got to experience an ava-
lanche mid-way out. It sounded like thunder. It was an 
awesome sight! I'll never forget this place.”

And neither will I!

Read more about my trip on my (admittedly slightly 
spartan!) blog at: http://dmmaciver.wordpress.com and if 
you’re 18-25 years old, find out more about the opportu-
nities for year-long work visa’s in Canada at http://www.
canadainternational.gc.ca/united_kingdom-royaume_uni/
experience_canada_experience/ .

Donna and Carol at Calgary Stampede

Donna at Lake Louise

Gaels at Taigh-Ceilidh in Vancouver

Santa’s Grotto
Saturday 6th December

2 – 4pm

Grotto - £3 for visit and a present,

 £2 extra for a photo with Santa.

Post your letter to Santa in his special 
mailbox

 Tea, coffee & home baking 

RAFFLES

Granville Island - Vancouver City Centre
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FOOTBALL 
When martin macLean went to Brora Rangers, little did 
we realise that his brother Colin would be joining him too. 
He also is now a member of their first team squad, and in 
his first start against Fort William, Brora won 6-2 and the 
amazing thing about this result is that Colin scored all six 
goals. What an introduction to Highland League football.

The other plus point for Brora is that martin is now living 
and working on the mainland, and this has given him the 
opportunity to train with the squad, and this has already 
made a difference, as he seems to be on the score in 
almost every game.

Last year they won the double, and who knows what they 
will achieve this season. We will be updating readers of 
their progress as the season continues. meanwhile, best 
of luck to you both, and keep knocking that ball into the 
net!

Another of the Back proteges, James macLeod has also 
moved to the mainland and has secured a contract with 
Ross County and from all accounts he has continued to 
progress, being their under 18s regular keeper. While the 
other two players are trying to score, James has to try 
not to let the players score. Best wishes to you all, may 

you keep doing what you are good at, and continue to 
progress.

BOWLS   
The new indoor season has started, and it is heartening 
to see the newbees taking up the game, and they have 
taken to it like a duck to water, and maybe there are oth-
ers who would also like to be part of this club. The first 
competition, the Carpet World Cup takes place on 29 
november and we will be updating you with the results 
of this competition. The next one will be the Breacan Cup 
which, as always, is held on Boxing Day along with a 
sumptious dinner of salt mackerel or herring, and a wee 
bit of banter after.

The holders of this trophy is the trio of A.Cumming, J 
macAskill and Ivor Ferguson. Unfortunately, the latter is 
no longer able to play bowls, but maybe he will join for the 
spuds and mackerel,

The Carpet World Cup is of a different format as all the 
players enlisted will be drawn out of the hat, not selected 
as before. Good bowling to you all and we at the Bowling 
Club wish you all a merry Christmas and a Happy new 
Year.

D.A.Stewart

Football and Bowling Notes

An Evangelism, mission and Outreach 
Conference was held at Back from Friday 14 
to Sunday 16 november. Rev Chris macRae, 
Kilmallie and Ardnamurchan Free Church, 
spoke on the theme of Philippians 4:9 ‘Practice 
these things.’  He shared some of his experi-
ences of evangelism and outreach over the past 
ten years in Kilmallie.

Following Friday’s and Saturday morning’s con-
ference and light lunch organised by the Back 
WFm, there was the opportunity for everyone to 
engage in a door to door outreach from Tong to 

Gress.  This was based on sharing an informa-
tion leaflet about various events and activities 
at Back and encouraging a ‘Back to Church 
Sunday’ earmarked for Sunday 23rd november.  
Prayer teams met in the church hall during the 
door to door outreach.

Sunday included an all-day youth programme of 
events, with lunch and supper provided in the 
church hall.  This ran in conjunction with YF and 
Back Alive with around 50 young people partici-
pating.  Young people from other congregations 
also come along. 

Back Conference Weekend 2014

Planning to knock on 1000 doors between Tong and Gress

Enjoying Saturday's light lunch
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   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...Garden Colour 2014

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATn or cash 
for £35.64 to mrs m. A. Davidson, 3a new Street, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £35.64
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Birds 
in the 

birdbath

Solitary 
Gazania

Ripening 
Tomatoes

Fuchsia adorning 
the pergola

Colourful 
Petunias
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S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours



31

Around 300 people gathered at the War memorial on 
Sunday the 9th november to take part in the Annual 
Service of Remembrance held to honour and remem-
ber those who lost their lives in the wars and conflicts 
that have taken place over the years. It was especially 

poignant this year as 2014 marked the cen-
tenary of the start of World War One and 
added to the solemnity of the occasion. 

The service was conducted by Rev Calum 
Iain macleod with praise led by Councillor 
Donald Crichton, and following appropriate 
readings and praise, the minister gave a 
thought-provoking address based on vers-
es from 1 Corinthians 16:18 and one of 
Winston Churchill’s famous rallying wartime 
speeches.

Following the customary two minute 
silence, wreaths were laid as follows: mr 
Iain macaulay, Depute Lord Lieutenant of 
the Western Isles representing Her majesty 
the Queen; Councillor Catriona Stewart, 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar; John macdonald, 

Royal British Legion; major Crawford maclellan from 
the Army and Reserve Forces;  Cameron  maclellan, 
Army Cadets; Alasdair maciver , Back War memorial 
Trustees; with Ross maciver and Claire Stephen and 
Ben maciver and Sophie Graham representing Back and 
Tong Schools respectively.

Tea and Coffee was then served in the church hall fol-
lowed by the customary service in the church, conducted 
this year by associate minister Rev Alasdair I macleod. 
A retiring collection was taken in aid of the upkeep of the 
war memorial, and as always, the Trustees would like 
to thank the minister and office bearers for organising 
the collection, and the congregation for their generosity: 
each year the monies raised help maintain the memorial 
and site, and are much appreciated.

Remembrance Service 2014

Part of the large crowd

'Can I come in? It's cold out here..' (At 29 Coll)

George Graham, photographed when on duty in 
Malta. His son Norman received the Arctic Star 

awarded to  George, as reported last month.

Crawford 
MacLellan 
and 
Cameron 
MacLellan
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Material for publication in the JANUARY issue of Loch a Tuath 
News must be in before FRIDAY 12th DECEMBER 2014

Front Row: Orjana Latenstein van voorst (Back), Stephen Curry (Tong), marion macaulay (Upper Coll), Emma murray (Coll), Yvonne macleod 
(Coll), Joanne macleod (Upper Coll), Jennifer macDonald (Tong), Isobel Ann martin (Tong), Heather Whytock (Coll)
Middle row: Iain maciver (Tolsta), Craig macdonald (Upper Coll), mark macdonald (/vatisker), James Petrie (Upper Coll), Isobel macdonald 
(Upper Coll), Ross Hall (Broadbay view), Siobhan maclean (Coll), Gary macleod (Broadbay view), Karen 
mackay (Outend Coll), Lindsey Stewart (Broadbay view), Jonathan Sharp (Back), Ally maclean (Tolsta), 
Carol Ann maclennan (Outend Coll)
Back row: Iain macritchie (vatisker), Billy Anderson (vP), Andy Edwards (Back), Iain macdonald (Upper 
Coll), Stewart macleod (Gress), Daniel Stewart (Back), David maciver (Tong), Iain Kennedy (vatisker), 
David Scott (Back)

Early morning sky from the Poileagan, captured by Angus Macdonald (Emag)

Back School 
Christmas Social 

circa 1999


