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• Back Cairdeas Trip • 1000 mile cycle • Meet Rev. Kenny Ferguson • Gaisgich Bhatasgeir

Plus: Anns a' Ghàrradh, Equestrian Champions, Remembrance Day and much more!

We Wish All Our Readers a 
Happy and Peaceful Christmas Season.
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Fàilte
Welcome to the final Loch a Tuath 
News for 2015. If like me you’re still 
wondering where the year has gone, 
don’t worry, there are plenty interest-
ing articles and updates this month to 
give you an idea of just how much has 
been going on across Sgire a Bhac. It’s 
a busy place! 

Also, if ever there was evidence of 
how times have changed since I last 
edited the Loch a Tuath News it’s in the 
transformation through electronic com-
munications. Instead of running around 
hand-delivering 3.5 inch floppy disks, 
precious original pictures and reams of 
handwritten notes, the majority of con-
tent now comes in via e-mail and the 
Internet. What a difference, and I hope 
an incentive to the successor to the 
current editor; whoever that may be! 
It’s a hugely rewarding thing to do and 
I’ve enjoyed pulling this issue together 
while Anna is away.

This month we have the tale of Murdo 
Stal’s incredible 1000 mile cycle as 
well as Gaisgich Bhatasgeir cover-
ing Nos. 3, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 13 Vatisker, 
compiled jointly by Neil Murray, The 
Anvil and Iain Murray, Ullapool and 9 
Back. Rev. Kenny Ferguson’s ‘con-
versation’ with Jock Murry is just as 

thought provoking and entertaining as 
you’d expect, while the pictures of 
Remembrance Day demonstrate the 
continuing commitment to remember 
the fallen and injured from our district. 
As ever it was a moving sight to see 
young and old attending the service at 
the war memorial, especially on what 
was a very wild and windy day. 

A couple of upcoming events are also 
advertised in this issue; a carol sing-
ing community event  on the 14th 
December with funds raised going to 
Tearfund’s Christmas Appeal  and the 
festive dinner for our over-60s on 16th 
January – perfect timing as the excess-
es of the holiday period will have worn 
off a bit by then!

The next issue in January has a tight 
deadline because of the holiday sea-
son so please note the deadline of 
11th December. Finally, a little apol-
ogy to Ellie Macdonald of Gress, She 
was credited with winning the Mod Art 
Poster competition in the last issue 
when in fact she got 3rd equal in the 
age 11-12 Traditional singing. Not an 
insignificant difference in competition, 
so perhaps we have another local Gold 
Medal winner in the making!

I wish you all every blessing over the 
festive season.

Anne Macaulay

Front Cover: Gress in the snow. 
Courtesy of Ivor Mackay

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: annatucker99@yahoo.co.uk
By post: 10c Upper Coll, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LT 

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible.  If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 
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grandmother was born in Urgha, 
Harris. We hope he enjoys his stay 
here.

Demolition of old House

Taigh a’ Ghreusaiche (No 44) built 
in the 1920s and one of the oldest 
houses in Gress has been demolished 
and the foundations of the new one 
are already in. We look forward to Ian 
and Alison Fox coming here to live in 
the next year.

Special Birthday

We wish Janet (Jimsie) Macdonald 
(No 9) a very happy 80th birthday and 
many more birthdays to come.

Halloween

The children would like to thank eve-
ryone for their donations towards the 
party and the fireworks display. There 
were quite a few new children this 
year who had started school and 
some had moved into the village. We 
must thank Catriona Bain and Sophie 
Graham for organising the children, 
the presents, games and food. Well 
done girls. The money left over is to 
be donated to CRY (cardiac risk in the 
young). 

Sympathy

Our thoughts are with David, Catriona 
and the family on the death of David’s 
father Fred Maclennan (Newton 
Street) aged 77 yrs on 12th November. 
Fred was no stranger to the village 
and always willing to lend a hand if 
anyone was in need. Our sympathy 
goes to Marie, Susan, Helen and all 
the grandchildren at this sad time.

Cancer Research Collections

Ishbel would like to thank all the vil-
lagers for their kind donations towards 
cancer research, a total of £402.93 
was raised. Donalda would like to 
thank everyone from Webb’s corner 
and the Poileagan. £259.67. Many 
thanks.

Well done

We would like to congratulate Isabelle 
Bain who achieved the highest mark 
(98%) in Scotland for the Higher 
History exam. She was invited to 
a ceremony in Glasgow hosted by 
the Scottish Association of History 
Teachers to receive a certificate and 
prize. 

BAck/VAtisker

Bereavement

Words seem so inadequate when 
we try to express our sympathy in 
this sad situation. We send our sin-
cere and heartfelt condolences to the 
young couple who lost their infant 
son - James - who passed away from 
this world in a Glasgow hospital on 
Saturday 31st October in the pres-
ence of his family. The baby's parents, 
James and Iona Morrison, moved to 
33 Back recently. We pray and hope 
that He who is the friend of the small-
est babe will in some small measure 
ease their hurting loss.

Och is truaithe thu a' bhàis.
S goirt an t-saighead tha nad làimh
Bhriseas bannan a' ghràidh o chèile 
Sgaras màthair bho clann 
Mar nì nach biodh ann
'S a leagas an gleann nan deur i. 

coll
Bereavements

The sympathy of the community goes 
to the family of the late Lilian Maciver, 
her husband Donald John (mac Calum 
Dhool) and to Stewart, Norman and 
Jonathan and families. Lilian passed 
away in Bethesda Hospice on the 
31st of October. She was formerly 
from North Kessock, Inverness where 
they had moved to a number of years 
ago having brought up their family in 
Coll. All other relatives, friends and 
neighbours are in our thoughts at this 
sad time.

To John and Jan Carmichael, 72 Coll, 
we also send our sympathy on the 
death of John’s older brother Callum 
Iain in Perth. His family are also in our 
thoughts at this sad time.  

Gress
Welcome to our village

Doctor Jamie Lingard from Matlock 
Derbyshire moved into the Keeper’s 
Cottage in Gress Lodge. He has a 
locum post for a year as a G.P. train-
ee in the Western Isles. He trained 
in Nottingham University. Jamie has 
links with the Western Isles as his 

toNG

Village Condolences

The whole community was so sorry 
to hear that Baby Seamus Morrison 
passed away on 31st of October, aged 
just 54 days. We extend our sincere 
and heartfelt sympathy to the whole 
family, especially his parents James 
and Iona, 33B Back.

We also remember Iona’s parents, 
Iain and Anne Mackenzie, 5 Cnoc 
a’ Bhleodainn, Tong and the rest of 
the family connected to the village.  
James’ family are from Ness and we 
send our condolences to them all at 
this extremely difficult time.

The following statement is from the 
family.

“James and Iona wish to express their 
sincere appreciation for the support 
they have received through prayer 
and kind words over the period of their 
dear son Seumas’s short life.

Seumas touched the hearts of many.”

Cancer Research UK

The Lewis Branch of Cancer Research 
UK wish to thank all those who con-
tributed towards the house to house 
collections in Aird Tong and Milking 
Hill/Springside.

Totals:

Aird Tong £97.96.

Milking Hill/Springside £92.33.

The collector would also like to sin-
cerely thank everyone who contrib-
uted so generously towards this very 
worthy cause.
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Nancy 

Lamont 
(Tong)

Calum (mac 
Jake) and Mary 
Murray (21 Gress) 
celebrating their 
70th birthdays 
and 45th 
wedding 
anniversary.

Alana and Sean Macinnes 
on their wedding day, 24th 
July 2015. (Tong)

This ‘spooktacular’ 
picture was taken at the Upper Coll 

Halloween party where the children 
(and adults!) enjoyed lots of treats 

and party games. A very big 
thank you to all of those in 

the village who donated and 
supported it.

A,.s na

Isabelle Bain, 
who achieved 

the highest mark 
(98%) in Scotland 

for the Higher History 
exam.

Bailtean
Pictures,.
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On 7 September a 
small group of ladies 
from the Back Càirdeas 
left on the early ferry 
for their annual outing.  
We were heading for the 
Salutation Hotel in Perth. 
It was a beautiful morn-
ing and you would not 
have known you were 
sailing across the Minch.  
We arrived in Perth about 
4pm and after dinner 
retired for the evening as 
we were all tired after such 
an early start.

Bus tours were arranged by the hotel and over the 
period we stayed there some of us went to Callander and 
Aberfeldy, to Crieff and to Oban on day trips. The shops 
were a great attraction and that meant the suit cases 
were twice as heavy for the long journey home. We all 
enjoyed great company as well as a rest from the kitchen 
sink. 

We give a big thank you 
to Catriona and Nan, who arranged the trip and who 
organise our meetings every second Wednesday in the 
Back Hut. All retired men and women in the area are wel-
comed for a ceilidh, guest speakers sometimes, tea and 
cakes provided, and all the latest gossip.

We would also like to thank all who so kindly gave a dona-
tion towards the outing. Many thanks.

Back Càirdeas Trip to Perth

Cairdeas Young Ladies in Perth

Wedding
Alana O'Brien, daughter of Murdo 
and Bellann o’ Brien, Stornoway, and 
Sean Macinnes, Baleshare, North 
Uist celebrated their wedding day 
with family and friends on 24th July 
2015.

Alana's grandfather (on her moth-
er’s side) is Norman Macfarlane, 
Tormod Ian Howdy. Her great-grand-
father (on her father’s side) is Murdo 
Macdonald, Schloochy. The bride’s 
great uncle Billy Macfarlane was 
home from New Zealand at the time 
and managed to join in with the fam-
ily celebrations.

Baby News
Nancy Lamont, born September 7th 
2015 to Alastair and Joanna Lamont, 
Mosspark, Glasgow. Nancy is a first 
Grandchild for Ian and Nana Lamont, 
5 Tong.

UPPer coll
Sympathy
We were all very sorry to hear that 

Mary Gillies, the mother of Anne 
Macaulay, Sollas, 81 Upper Coll, had 
passed away in Raigmore Hospital, 
Inverness, at the end of October. 
Mary, a native of Raasay, had spent 
most of her life in Glasgow but she 
and her husband returned to Raasay 
when they retired. Latterly, Mary 
lived outside Inverness to be close to 
Anne’s sister. We send our deepest 
sympathy to Anne and Iain and their 
family who are all in our thoughts at 
this sad time.

Retirement
Very best wishes go to Margaret 
Macmillan, 1 Upper Coll, on the 
occasion of her retirement. We hope 
that Margaret will enjoy a long and 
happy well- earned retirement and 
will enjoy not having to go out on the 
dark winter mornings to come! Her 
cooking skills will be much missed by 
her former colleagues in Tesco.

House moves
Very best wishes to Derek and Erica 
Murray and family (ex No. 57 Upper 
Coll) as they relocate to Tolsta, where 

they intend building their new home. 

At the same time we welcome to the 
village Alan and Naomi Macdonald, 
who have bought No. 57, and hope 
their stay will be a long and happy 
one. Naomi is the granddaughter 
of Shonny Na Loch and Mabel who 
were amongst the original tenants of 
the Gearraidh Ghuirm scheme when 
it was built. 

We also welcome Margaret Clark 
and family who have come to live in 
the old family home at No. 41 Upper 
Coll.  It is always good to see young 
families settling in the village.

Birthday wishes
Many happy returns to Tearlach 
Barden who has just celebrated his 
18th birthday. Tearlach is studying at 
Aberdeen University at present and 
we hope that he had a great time 
on the big day! Good wishes also 
to his mother Donna who is part of 
the group from the island visiting the 
Gambia to continue with the build-
ing of a school and other community 
projects in Kabekel village.

LATN December 2015.indd   5 26/11/2015   14:03:38



6

“Little Lambs Toddler 
Group met for the first 
time on Wednesday 28th 
October and thus far 
we have had a hugely 
encouraging turnout. 

Little Lambs is run 
by Back Free Church 
and is held in the new 
church hall every 
Wednesday from 1pm- 
2.45pm during school 
term time. Admission 
is £1 per adult, which 
goes towards refresh-
ments, toys, and story materials.

As we are a Christian Church there is a Christian theme 
to certain activities we do, but we aim to be sensitive 
and respectful of different beliefs and cultures. Our 
vision for Little Lambs is for it to be a welcoming, fun, 
engaging and enjoyable experience for all those who 
come along. We want everyone to enjoy being together!

L. A. M. B. S. - Living As My Bible Says”

Although the dust has not long settled on the 2015 football 
season for Back FC, the junior sides are already back in 
training and eager to build on last season. The junior teams 
and the development-club kids are now getting full use of the 
completed all-weather facility, which is a joy to behold. The 
kids are really starting to get a feel for the new surface and 
the facilities. 

For some, the competitive football has not stopped with 
the season still rolling on. This was the case for a few of 
the club's players, Kenneth Macleod, James Murray and 
Stuart Macdonald who were fortunate enough to have been 
selected to represent the Lewis & Harris junior select team 
which recently played an Aberdeen FC U17 side. The locals 
narrowly lost on the night 2-1. Everyone involved put on a 
great display on the night and were a credit to their Clubs. 

The north of Scotland select team also has Upper Coll 
representation in the form of goal machine Joel Martin who 
managed to score an impressive 48 goals for the club at 
under 14 & under 16 levels this season.  This form contin-
ued with another 4 goals in the recent 11-0 win over North 
of Scotland rivals Angus to take them into the next stage of 
the competition. 

The new Box Soccer franchise is also up and running, and 
they are also making full use of the all-weather facility in Coll. 
The indoor facilities at Back Football Club are the 'best in the 
world', according to former Hearts and Scotland striker John 
Colquhoun, owner ofb Box Soccer. 

“I have coached at venues all over the world and I can hon-
estly say that the facilities were the best I have ever been 
in,” said Colquhoun.

“The venue is absolutely incredible.”

So for now, it's back to the hard work for the next few months 
as the players get themselves prepared and ready for the 
2016 season in which we hope will be a successful one for 
all involved with Back FC.

Back Football Club
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Budget Process
The process for setting the Comhairle budget is now 
under way and we face challenging times as we head 
into 2016.

It is unlikely we will know the settlement we receive from 
the Government until early January. That will then give 
us an indication of the amount of savings that have to 
be made. Work is already being done across all depart-
ments to identify savings and every area of the author-
ity's finances is being looked at for efficiencies.

There will be further opportunities for consulting on 
the budget in January and February. Everyone should 
take the opportunity to have their say during this pro-
cess. Further details of the consultation process will be 
announced in the New Year.  In the meantime please 
don't hesitate to contact any of us if you have any ques-
tions or views on the forthcoming budget.

Community Councils
It is good news that following recent elections we will 
have strong and active Community Councils across the 
Loch a Tuath Ward in Tong, Back and Tolsta.  The elec-
tions in our area were uncontested as there were enough 
candidates to constitute the community councils.

Community Councils play an important role and can 
have an influential voice in promoting the interests of 

the community as well as levering in funding for different 
projects.

Congratulations to all those who put their names forward 
and many thanks to those who served in the last term 
and have stood down at this time.

Back FC Primary Development Club

It was a pleasure for us to contribute ward funding along 
with other sponsors towards new sets of strips for the 
Back FC Primary Development Club.

Attending the launch of the new strips gave us an 
opportunity to see the new training facility at the cen-
tre up close. It is very impressive and provides a first 
class environment for nurturing the skills and talents of 
the younger generation.  The number of young people 
involved in the club points to a healthy future for football 
in Back. Hats off to those who give of their time to train 
and mentor this group of young people.

Season's Greetings

Best wishes for a peaceful Christmas and a Happy New 
Year

Nollaig Chridheil agus Bliadhna Mhath Ur

Catriona, John A, and Donald.

Comhairle Column

    Community 
Carol Evening 

Join us on Monday 14th December at

7:30pm in Sgoil a’ Bhac
for an evening of carol singing.

Collection in aid of Tearfund’s

'Safe Refuge at Christmas' appeal

Community Council 
Senior’s   Christmas 

Dinner

16th January 2016 at 1.30pm

in “Eleven”, Caladh Inn, 
Stornoway.

Back Pharmacy coordinating 
lifts so call 01851 820 333 if you 

need transport
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From the Manse
Safe Refuge at Christmas
Over the festive period charities such as Tearfund will be sup-
porting families and children affected by the Middle East cri-
ses.  Tearfund’s Christmas campaign is called ‘Safe Refuge at 
Christmas’ and focuses on the work which Tearfund’s partners 
are doing to help refugees fleeing conflict. 

We would all do well to pause and reflect on the desperate cir-
cumstances of refugees like Ahed who fled Syria with his family, 
and who now lives as a refugee in Lebanon.  Ahed desperately 
wants to go back home, but is happy that he and his family live 
in peace.  Tearfund’s partners are supporting Ahed’s family with 
food parcels, and his mother is thankful for this consistent sup-
port.  Because of these parcels, they are able to supplement the 
family’s diet with dairy, fruit and vegetables for their children and 
pay for urgent medical expenses.

As we prepare for Christmas let’s remember poverty-stricken 
refugees who will have little of what we have in abundance.  
As we reach out in practical ways we can also actively pray for 
those in need.

For those of us who recognise the importance of prayer, we 
believe that prayer makes a difference.  Tearfund has published 
a ‘Prayer for Refugees.’  Perhaps we might all pray this prayer 
for those suffering in this crises and for those attempting to offer 
help and hope: 

Gracious God,
For every tear streaked child 
For every voiceless mother 
For every desperate father 
For every homeless and stateless family 
We cry out to you 
Lord have mercy 

For those slumped in despair 
For those on their knees unable to take another step 
For those who look and feel hunted and hopeless 
For those who live in the desperate captivity of fear 
Lord have mercy

Soften our hearts Move us to action 
Fill us with compassion 
Let us be channels of your love 
Lord have mercy 

Lord whose family had to flee a country 
Lord who had nowhere to lay your head 
Lord who weeps over the city 
Lord have mercy

Move us to make a difference 
To act with love and 
understanding 
To offer hope and 
strengthen the weak 
To put the needs of the 
broken above our own 
Lord have mercy…in 
Jesus name.  Amen.

I wish you all a happy and 
peaceful Christmas.

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services in 
Back and Tong during December 2015 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 6 December
11am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
11am:   Rev Donald A Macdonald  (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 13 December
11am:   Rev Calum I Macleod  (Baptism Service) 
6pm:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 20 December
11am:   Mr Iain R Morrison
11am:   Rev Kenneth M Ferguson (Gaelic)
6pm:   Mr Andrew Macleod

Sunday 27 December
11am:   Mr Dave Macdonald 
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 6 December

11am:     Rev Calum I Macleod (Baptism Service)

Sunday 13 December
6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon   (Gaelic)

Sunday 20 December
11am: Mr Andrew Macleod

Sunday 27 December
6pm:  Mr Neil Murray   
      (Gaelic)

December Service Times 
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Over a period of fourteen days, between 5th and 19th 
September, Murdo Stal MacDonald, and his friend 
Neal MacDuff Ingram undertook a cycle run from 
Stornoway around the U.K and back to raise money 
for the British Heart Foundation. In the end they cov-
ered 1087 miles, and, in doing so, raised over £7,000. 
What follows is a description of their epic trip, adapt-
ed from the blog which Murdo kept en route.

“Day One, early start. Cycled from Martin’s Memorial 
Church to ferry, then set off from Ullapool circa 10am. 
Following wind, wonderful.” This wind carried them to 
Inverness, fortified on the way by sausages, bacon, 
egg, and black pudding, from 'Out of the Blue', Garve. 
By the end of the day they had covered 94 miles, reach-
ing Aviemore where they erected their tent, hid from the 
midges and fortified themselves with a hearty carbon-
ara.

The second day involved more hard work, but they 
fortified themselves with porridge beforehand. The 
only route south is the A9 – “30 mile uphill slog to top 
of Drumochter Pass, vigilance essential, lorries, 
road drains, ruts, noise” 
(Ed - Did they not notice 
the accompanying cycle 
path?) The inner man 
seems to have played an 
important part in the trip - 
“We push on, munching fuel 
bars, mars bars, ice cream, 
slap-up meal of steaks” 
(courtesy sister Christina 
and husband). 

The next two days were spent 
working their way south and 
west. Pitlochry to Callander, 
a mere 86 miles, should have 
been straightforward, but a 
broken spoke literally put a 
spoke in the wheels! All was 
not just hard work – there was 
time for a detour to see the oldest 
living tree in Britain, the yew tree 
at Fortingall. From Callander to 
Troon took them from rural to 
industrial Scotland - “Trossachs, 
rolling hills, fragrant fields, ver-
dant joy, down to Balloch. . . .  
juggernauts roaring past hoot-
ing horns, fumes, deafening traf-
fic, through housing estates.”

The aching muscles were given 
some respite on day five: after 
fighting the traffic down the 
A77 they were able to put 
their feet up on the ferry to Belfast 

before attacking the highways of Ireland over the next 
two days. The weather was sunny but the traffic on the 
main road frightening. (Ed – are there no quiet byways 
to take in Ireland?) From Slane to Dublin the next day 
was only 38 miles, but it was eventful – a puncture, a 
broken pannier, trying to navigate through Dublin, and 
almost missing the ferry by going to the wrong port! But 
they made the ferry for an overnight crossing to Wales. 

Day 8 – it may have been from Holyhead to Holywell 
but it was anything but a holiday. They had to survive 
Welsh hills and getting lost (their own doing: “I did spot 
that we were somewhere near the village with the long 
name Llanfair-pwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysil
io-gogogoch, I thought, we must go there! Took a left, 
then right, then left, right, left, left, right, left, right, left, 
right lost. Asked the first person we saw where we were 
- he told us we were in there!”)

They were now heading north again, out of Liverpool 
and back towards Lewis and that 1,000 miles. On 
day 10 “Cycled from Bilsborrow to Penrith, just 71 
m i l e s . First rain of our trip, but only for one hour, 

light stuff, hardly worth mentioning really. 
Northwards up A6 through Lancaster, pic-
turesque, Carnforth, down into Kendal, ate 
some mintcake, had to, it's the done thing.” 
The next three days saw the pair push-
ing up over Shap and Beattock and back 
into Scotland, through Glasgow to the 
Highlands, more midges, across Rannoch 
Moor to Glencoe, “the most awesome sight 
when descending into the glen - incred-
ible - the most impressive vista on all 
these travels, Buachaille Etive Mòr. Free-
wheeling ecstasy in the purple wind, spec-
tacular!” Then there were more midges on 
the “47 more miles to Mallaig in the rain. 
Stopped at Glenfinnan to share our snack 
with 3777 midges. Many uphills then to 

Upper Coll Man Cycles 1000 Miles for the 
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Mallaig, in the dark.”

On day 14 Murdo wrote in celebratory fashion,” I'd like 
to inform you that at circa 11:30 today, 18th Sept., we 
broke the 1000 mile barrier, on the Sleat road four miles 
from the junction. What a moment, and the glorious sun 
shone . . . and the blue sky smiled. . . . What a photo 
with Beinn na Caillich et al in the background.”

But the celebra-
tions did not last as 
it was back to earth 
with another broken 
spoke at Broadford. 

“Day 15, ferry Uig 
to Tarbert, Tarbert 
to Stornoway, 39 
more miles, giving 
grand total of 1087. 
. . . last 39 miles to 
Stornoway where it 
all began 2 weeks 
ago. Clisham con-
quered. MacDuff and 
I eat our last lunch 

together on the old bridge on Harris/Lewis border . . 
. . one last push for Stornoway. Arrived 3:55, turned 
corner from Kenneth St. right onto Francis St. to 
cheers of applause and finishing line! A host of well-
wishers brought tears to my eyes. Thank you all.

We (Neal and I) 
would like to thank 
all of you who 
supported us dur-
ing our cycle. We 
clocked up 1087 
(mostly) joyous 
miles, and have 
to date raised 
over £7000. Your 
prayers certainly 
kept us safe and 
saved us from 
some rather sticky 
moments. Even if 
you are not a pray-
ing person, your 
kind thoughts and 
words were much 
appreciated.”

British Heart Foundation

Bowling Club update
While I was glued to the television 
watching the Scottish International 
Bowls Championship, it came to my 
mind the time Alex Marshall paid a visit 
to the club, to teach us and give tips on 
how to be good bowlers. He was not 
as well known then as he is today, now 
winning numerous competitions both 
on the international front and the world. 
That same man has won the World 
Singles Bowls Championship on six 
occasions, and has been the leader of 
the International team for many years.

Our own bowling season has just 
started and it is encouraging to see 
other people enrolling. The more the 
merrier with the ‘newbees’ taking to 
it like a duck to water. They’ve shown 
that they can play bowls! 

At Upper Coll the format we have is 
two sets of seven ends. The teams 
are drawn out of a hat for the first set, 
and after that set finishes, the teams 
are drawn out of the hat for the sec-
ond set; makes it more interesting for 
us all. A league table is not available 

yet, since we have only started the 
league, but it will be in the next issue.

There will also be a report of what 
happened in the Carpet World Cup 
which is the first competition of the 
season and takes place on Sat 28th of 
November. It’s an all-day competition 
involving bowlers from Stornoway and 
other areas and if it is anything like last 
years it will be great to be involved. 
So, we would encourage people to 
come along to see for themselves why 
bowls can be so entertaining.
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Meet Rev Kenneth M. Ferguson 
Iain Murray (Jock), who spent many years in the 
Metropolitan Police in London, interviews 
the Rev Kenny Ferguson. 

It’s good to interview a man with 
Gress connections. I was used 
to interviewing people under 
caution, so for that reason 
can I ask a question before-
hand. Have you ever bro-
ken the 8th Commandment, 
“Thou shall not steal?” 
I am sure I broke it many 
times. 

How was that? Stealing 
neighbour’s carrots? 
Well, I have to admit I used to 
belong to a group of boys who 
pulled turnips out of the ground. 
Does that answer your question? 

No, it does not, are you putting the 
blame onto the others?  
No, no, definitely not, I was part of the team. 

I remember your grandfather Goidy and at the age 
of 70 he used to give Butch and myself a good run 
for our carrots! 
Yes, he was fit and quite slim at that age. 

I think it’s OK to interview you without caution 
Kenny, thanks for not throwing me out for asking 
you such a stupid question. What are your connec-
tions with Gress? 
My father Donald was brought up at 2 Gress, he was 
part of the large Goidy family. My mother Jamesina 
Graham was a daughter of Murdo Graham, Sgurd, and 
I was brought up in the  Poileagan, Number 7 New 
Street. 

Did you go to Back School? 
I went to Back Public School from the age of five to 
fourteen, walking every day, rain, hail or snow. 

Kenny, we walked from Gress, one up on you! 
Yes, that's correct, quite a bit further than us! 

Did you have any further education Kenny? 
Yes, I went to the Lews Castle College between1960-1963 
and I studied textiles. After that I went to college in 
Yorkshire to do further studies in textiles between 1963 
and 1965. 

That was your first time away from home, what did 

you think of Yorkshire? 
I was quite happy there, very nice people 

but I wanted to come back home 

And did you come home? 
Yes, and I went to S.A. Newall’s 

the Harris Tweed manufacturers 
on James Street and saw the 
manager Mr Murdo Morrison. 
They had just completed 
a time and motion study 
throughout the Company and 
needed a Quality Controller. 
This was a new post and I 
got the job. 

How long were you with 
Newalls? 

From 1965 until 1981. As the 
years went by, they amalgamated 

with Thomas Smiths and Stephen 
Burns and formed a new company called 

Clansman Holdings, where I stayed until 
1981.  

When did you discover God was calling you? 
I was converted in 1970 and soon felt that I wanted to 
preach the Gospel.  

Where were you when you realised you had been 
converted? 
It was a slow sort of process. I feel that I was sympa-
thetic to the Gospel from about the age of twelve. I was 
brought up at home having family worship morning and 
evening and church on Sunday. It was gradually that 
the light broke through. 

Who was the minister in Back at that time? 
The Reverend Murdo MacAulay. He was a powerful 
preacher and packed a lot into his sermons but at the 
beginning it did not mean much to me; but as time 
went on it began to mean more.  I feel I was gradually 
being tuned on to a spiritual wave length and appreci-
ated what he was saying. I became more and more 
sympathetic to the Gospel message and saw the need 
to have Christ as my Saviour. Then there was a time 
when I was able to receive Christ as my own Saviour. 
The first prayer meeting I went to was in the Gress 
Meeting House. There were around fifty people in the 
Back congregation who were converted around that 
time. That was in the early 1970s. 

What year did you go into the Ministry? 
In 1981, at the age of 35. I had already done an 
Open University degree graduating in 1980. This took 
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five years to com-
plete. Up until then 
I was unsure if God 
wanted me to be 
a preacher. A year 
after I graduated 
I believe the Lord 
showed me very 
clearly that He was 
calling me to the 
ministry and from 
1981 to 1984 I stud-
ied in the Seminary 
in Edinburgh.  We 
lived in a top floor 
flat, and by that 
time Nan and I had 
two young children.  

This is the first 
mention of Nan, 
when did you meet her? 

I first met her in 1976 I used to see her from time to 
time at meetings.  

In other words you fancied her but did not have the 
guts to ask her out? 
Interestingly she had the same feelings for me herself 
and was waiting for years for me to ask her out! Being 
a Back boy I was not very fast but after a lot of prayer I 
finally asked her in 1977 and we were married in 1978 
in the Tong Free Church by the Reverend Alasdair 
Montgomery, the minister of Back at that time. We have 
three children, Graham, Donna and Jane, who are all 
married now. 

When did you qualify as an ordained Minister? 
I qualified in 1984 and my first congregation was in 
Crossbost where I spent sixteen happy years.  In the 
year 2000 I was called to Ness where I spent another 
twelve happy years. 

You must have been well liked to have stayed so 
long in both places. 
I was very fortunate to have gracious people, nice 
elders and Kirk Session. 

Have you been blessed with good health Kenny? 
I had surgery three times while I was in Ness, which 
meant I was off work for some time.  The people were 
very patient and supported me with prayer. I know it 
was God’s plan for me and I learnt much through it all. 

I believe you were the Moderator of the Free Church 
of Scotland at one time. 
Yes, I was Moderator in 2008. It was a great privilege. 
We did quite a bit of travelling in connection with that. In 

the previous year 
I went to South 
Africa to visit the 
Mission Field 
there. In 2008/09 
we visited Peru, 
New Zealand 
and Australia. I 
drove 600 miles 
from Brisbane 
to Sydney and 
preached in sister 
churches on the 
way.   My moth-
er had a relative 
Donald MacMillan 
(Mac a’ Bhàird) 
who I believe left 
Back and went 
to New Zealand 
in the 1860s. He 

eventually owned a hotel in a place called Burkes 
Pass, South Island. One Sunday he was on his way 
to church when drovers who had come down from the 
hill asked him to open the hotel for a drink. He refused 
because it was Sunday and they attacked him and 
as a result of this he died. I wanted to visit his grave.  
Murchadh a’ Stal’s son Murdo e-mailed me with a pic-
ture of Donald’s grave stone and the verse on the stone 
was Psalm 31:15 “My times are in your hands”. When 
I got that message I was actually working on the same 
verse for my sermon that evening. Donald MacMillan 
died in 1905 age 59.  

Kenny, I should have joined the Church instead 
of the Merchant Navy, you have seen more places 
than me! 
I wish you had, Iain. 

When did you return to your roots in Back? 
I did not return to the family home; my aunt Bellann left 
this house at 22 Back to me. It was built between 1975 
and 1976 and my Uncle Neil came home from America 
to live here but was unable to settle so returned to 
America. I have many happy memories of this spot as 
my aunt had a shop here and as a young lad I spent a 
lot of time filling shelves and serving in the shop. 

Is there anything you would like to change in your 
life?
No, I just want to become more like Christ. 

I thought you were going to say you wanted to be 
more like me ha, ha. 
You have your own good points, Iain. 

Thank you Kenny, for such a down to earth inter-
view which I am sure readers will enjoy.

Master chefs cooking guga in the shed! Kenny and his brother in law Donald John 
Thomson who was home from Canada in September.
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Bingo Night
The Parent Council held a very successful Bingo Night to 
raise money for the school funds. A total of £863 Was raised.  
Lots of fantastic prizes were won and it was a very enter-
taining fun evening, for all those who gathered, despite the 
powercut.  On behalf of the school and the parent council 
we wish to thank all who donated prizes, including the fol-
lowing local businesses: Scottish Fuels, Loganair, Macleod 
and Macleod Butchers, Lewis Mussels, Donald Campbell 
Motors, Grillburger, Back Pharmacy, KY Macdonald Pharmacy, 
Delights, YESSS, Jewson, The Caberfeidh, The Wee Bakery, 

Serenity Hair and Beauty, 
The White House, Tangles hair Design, Adventure Island, 
Willowglen Garden Centre, Charles Macleod Butcher, Furniture 
and Interior World and Carpet World. 

Cross Country
Saturday 7th November saw the opening race of the Alex 
Murray Construction Lewis and Harris Cross Country Series. 
Sgoil a’ Bhac was well represented at the event with pupils 
from P3-P7 participating.  The weather thankfully was quite 
favourable with blue skies and very light winds. Well done to 
all the pupils who ran so well.  The next race will be Saturday 
16th January 2016.

Sgoil a’ Bhac

Serenity Hair and Beauty, 

Sgoil a’ Bhac
Fhuair clas 3, 4 agus 5 cuireadh gu Sgoil 

Tholstaidh agus chòrd e gu mòr 

ri na sgoilearan agus ri na tid-

searan.  Dh’aontaich sinn le 

chèile beagan dràma agus 

ceòl Gàidhlig a dheànamh.  

Dh’ionnsaich agus sheinn 

sgoilearan Tholstadh 

“ ’S ann an ìle…..” agus 

‘se na guthan aca a bha 

binn!  Sheinn sgoilearan a’ 

Bhac ” Màiri Ruadh a’ danns 

air an làr.”  Chuir clas Tholstadh 

air dealbh-cluiche èibhinn mu Eachainn 

Bochd a’ cleachdadh na sgìlean Gàidhlig a tha iad 

air ionnsachadh.  Rinn G3,4,5 cleasachd dràma agus 

dh’fheumadh càch tomhais dè bha iad a’ deànamh.

Fhuair sinn sùgh-milis agus briosgaidean agus rinn sinn 

còmhradh gu leòr.  Bha madainn shoirbheachail again 

agus tha sinn airson taing a thoirt dhan a h-uile duine 

ann an sgoil Tholstadh airson na h-aoidheachd a thug iad 

dhuinn.

G P 3 - 5 
pupils and staff were 

delighted to have been 

invited to Tolsta School last 

week.

We decided that as part of our 

Term 2 work, we would like to share 

some of our language learning together.

The Back pupils prepared a beautiful Gaelic song and 

entertained them with mime and drama activities. The 

Tolsta pupils sang a traditional Gaelic song then told them 

a fun story about a naughty boy called Hector, Eachainn 

Bochd.  They used their Gaelic skills and artwork to tell the 

tale making it  very interesting.

It was a lovely morning and thank you to Tolsta School for 

their hospitality.

Sgoil a' Bhac pupils welcomed at Tolsta 
School

Heads down at the Bingo

Some of the Cross Country U11 competitiors
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Spooky Dress Down Day

The winners of our Halloween-
themed competitions were 
Cerys Maciver for the best 
picture in P1-3 and Dylan 
Howard for the best piece 
of writing in P4-7.

Blythswood Shoebox 
Appeal

Once again a brilliant 
effort was made with the 
shoebox appeal.  We man-
aged to fill 88 boxes!

Dè tha a’dol ann an clas 
G1/2?
Tha Clas Gaidhlig 1-2 air a 
bhith tràng.

Bha tòrr spòrs againn air an 
‘Jungle gym’ còmhla ri Mrs 
Graham.

Bha clas 1 ag ionnsachadh 
facail chumanta le creadh
agus peannt.

Rinn sinn seall agus innse.  
Thug sinn a-steach an rud a 
‘s fheàrr leinn airson innse 
dhan chlas mu 
dheidhinn.

Shoe boxes

Winners 
of our 
Halloween-

themed 
competitions.

In our class (EP3/4) we learnt 
about poppies and why we have 

Remembrance Day.  We have 
Remembrance Day to remember all sol-

diers that have died.  We also learnt about 
the Iolaire disaster and visited the local 

war memorial.  On Wednesday the 11th of 
November our whole class presented an 
assembly to the rest of the school, some 
parents even came along.  Our assem-
bly ended with a two minute silence.  

We all really enjoyed learning about 
Remembrance and doing the assem-

bly.

Kyla McMurdo EP4 

Red, ice cold blood spreading everywhere
Everyone is sad
Many soldiers lost their lives
Evil Hilter started World War Two
Millions of soldiers dying
Big battles over and over again

Everyone wearing poppies
Remember them

Jonathan Graham EP4

Remember, remember the 
11th of November
Every injured soldier
More men are dying
Evil wars
Muddy trenches
Brave soldiers never die they simply fade away 
Every poppy leaf is falling
Rest in peace

Luc Smith EP3 and Anya EP4

Some of the cross country 
competitiors

Jungle gym’
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Roving Reporters
Naomi, Sarah, Joel, Keith, Alasdair and Daniel James 
have been kept very busy as it has been another event-
ful month in Tong School.  Our reporters willingly give 
up their own time to ensure important school events are 
recorded.  Well done to all. 

Nursery News
There is always bright and colourful art work on display 
in the Nursery and Sgoil Àraich, and this month we have 
included beautiful Bonfire displays. 

Welcome to new pupils
We would like to say a warm welcome to our five new 
pupils: Heather Gallacher (P4), James Kearns (P4), sib-
lings Lorne, Mairi and Rhona Macleod (P4, P5 and P7). 
All our new children have moved from the mainland and 
we hope they enjoy being in Tong School. 

Our Amazing Shoebox Appeal
The boys and girls from Nursery to Primary 7 filled shoe 
boxes to give to the people who can’t afford to buy pre-
sents at Christmas. Even some soap and a toothbrush 
and toothpaste are treats. The boys and girls managed 
to fill a grand total of 59 shoeboxes. We would like to 
thank the boys, girls, mums and dads for all their hard 
work contributing 

to the Shoe Box 
Appeal.  The boxes 
will be sent to 
Eastern Europe and 
will make those who 
receive the gifts so 
happy. 

Touch Rugby
We entered two teams in a recent Touch Rugby com-
petition. One team was called All Blues and the other 

team was called Tong Legends. In the 
All Blues we had Cailean, Ewan, Keith, 
Harry, and MaryAnne was the team 
captain. The Tong Legends team was 
Alasdair, Sam, Gregor, Freya and 
Daniel. An important Touch Rugby rule 
is that you can’t tackle the player 
because it will be a foul. Touch Rugby 
is not as physical as Contact Rugby. 
The Tong Legends played very well as 
they scored 2 tries and they kept their 
line. The All Blues won all their games 
and did not let in a try. They got to the 
final and won against Shawbost 1-0  
and were awarded the trophy. We 

are thankful to Keith Bray (Keith Bray’s dad) who helped 
with the coaching beforehand and on the night of the 
competition.  

Remembrance Day

On Remembrance Sunday two pupils from Primary 7, 
Mary Anne Macphail and Aaron Ferguson, attended the 
Remembrance service at Back War Memorial to lay a 
wreath on behalf of Tong Primary School. The pupils 
represented the school very well. On the eleventh hour 
of the eleventh day of the eleventh month the whole 
school observed the two minutes’ silence. We paused to 
remember those who fought so bravely for our freedom.

Two Inspirational Talks

On 11th November Primary 4 -7 got a talk from a 
polar explorer called Craig Mathieson. He aston-
ished everyone with his polar stories. He has 
travelled to the North Pole and the South Pole.  
The teachers truly loved the sound of eating lots 
of chocolate to prepare for long trips! Craig asked 
for some volunteers to try on his huge explorer 
clothes. After that he told us some crazy facts 
that blew our minds away. Everyone very much 
enjoyed his talk and he has encouraged a lot of 
people to become polar explorers. 

On Monday 16th November we had a visit 
from Karen Darke, who is a Paralympian. She 
told us about the mountains that she climbed 

Tong School

Lots of Shoeboxes for the Blythswood Appeal

Sgoil Araich with Bonfire display

Pirates Ahoy!

Nursery with Bonfire Night display
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17Pirates Ahoy!O n 
Friday 30th 

October we had 
a pirate themed 
day. A lot of  
pupils and staff  
in the school 
dressed up as 
pirates and 
Anna and 
Fiona created a great pirate themed 
menu in canteen. There was 
pirate fingers (fish fingers),

pirate hoops (spaghetti hoops), chips 
and wedges. The dessert was “walk 
the plank” pudding (ice cream and a 
wafer).

Anna and Fiona created a pirate com-
petition: 

in the Nursery to Primary 3 they could 
design or colour a pirate.  Lylya from 
the Sgoil Àraich and Abbie from the 
Nursery won for creating great pictures.  

Cohen was awarded first place, Layla 
was second and Arran 
was in third place.

P4-7 pupils could 
write a poem or story. 
Freya was awarded 
first place, Grace was 
in second place and 
Heather came third.

On the day there was a 
very special pirate, there 
was a birthday pirate. The 
birthday pirate was… 

Emma Murray.

P4-7 Pirate Day Winners

Two ferocious pirates!

until she 
suffered an injury which means she 

is paralysed from below the waist, meaning she now 
needs a wheelchair. She takes part in cycling and uses 
special bikes which you pedal with your hands. She 
came last in lots of her races but she kept trying and 
training and then she achieved her 
goals! Both our recent talks have 
really inspired our pupils to achieve 
their goals. 

Eco Heroes

The Eco team is led by Mrs 
Cheeseman and each mem-
ber of the team has a picture of 
themselves as a hero on the Eco 
Heroes wall display. Roaring Ruby 
(Ruby) is the chairperson and 
Naomi is the Super Secretary. All 
the other team members have 
important jobs to keep the school 
safe and tidy. The Eco commit-
tee is looking forward to another 
hard- working term. 

Children in Need

On Monday the 16th November 
we held a Children in Need fundraiser. We had different 
stalls which included baking, toy car stall, bottle stall and 

nail paint-
ing. We would like to thank everyone who donated deli-
cious baking, nail varnish, bottles for the bottle stall and 
toy cars. We planned to hold it on Friday 13th November 

but the school was closed due to Storm 
Abigail. Everything was sold and 
the classes loved the event. We 
had a huge suwccess and raised 
almost £400.

Sports Hall Athletics

We entered two teams in the 
Sports Hall Athletics: they were 
called Tong Legends and All Blues. 
In the All Blues we had Keith, Harry, 
Aaron, MaryAnne, Joel and Ewan. 
In the Tong Legends it was Rhia, 
Gregor, Jamie, Grace, Rebecca, 
Sam and Daniel James. The Tong 
Legends were working as a team 
and did really well in the relays. The 
All Blues came joint second with 
Back Attack. The best sports were the 
basketball, speed bounce, relays, and 
shuttle run. We are thankful to Mrs 

Mackay for coming up and helping us.  

Sporting Success
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Each of our days lasts twenty-four hours. Each week 
is seven days. Each year is fifty-two weeks. And still, 
regardless of these facts, it seems every Christmas 
comes upon us quicker than it did the year before. I’ve 
often wondered why this is the case. The most obvi-
ous reason I could think of is that living so far away 
now means that my fellow expats and I need to plan 
as early as possible for a trip home. It’s not unusual 
for us to start organising our holiday plans as early as 
July. To leave it to the last minute is to feel the harsh 
sting of FlyBe’s wrath on our bank account, leaving us 
to a month of eating leftovers and wondering whether 
our money would have been better spent on a flight to 
New York.

But once the travel plans are in order, then comes the 
next great challenge: gift shopping. I know 
some see this as 
the greatest burden 
of the holiday sea-
son and so I warily 
admit that I love buy-
ing presents. I find the 
process of spending 
time figuring out what 
someone might want 
or like, wrapping them 
up in festive paper and 
huge oversized ribbons 
and bows is an oddly 
therapeutic task. The 
problem with buying pre-
sents often comes when 
the gift itself becomes 
the focus and not the 
intention with which they 
are given. Last year YouGov said 
that British people spent, on average, £821 
on Christmas. £604 of that was on gifts. 
And in a pressurised economic climate, 
where many families struggle with day to 
day living costs, it is easy to understand 
why more and more people see both the 
financial and sentimental benefits in creat-
ing their own homemade gifts.

This was something I found out when 
Carol (who often appears in these sto-
ries with me) and I recently attended a 
modern calligraphy workshop at Cushion 
& Cake, a café in Glasgow’s West End. 
We spent an evening drinking tea, eat-
ing Victoria sponge and being taught 
some basic hand lettering techniques at the sold 
out event. We had actually visited this particular café 
before to attend a bunting workshop and were told 
that almost all their events sell out quickly. Apparently, 
people have a real desire to eschew the commerciality 
of gift giving in order to present their loved ones with 

hand crafted pieces of art. Even in the islands the craze 
of crafting has had a huge renaissance. There are all 
sorts of classes and workshops where people can learn 
how to do everything from personalising lampshades 
to making Harris Tweed bags to icing cupcakes. My 
mother even reported that you no longer have to even 
leave the district to get your chance to flex your skills 
– having recently attended a highly enjoyable crafty 
workshop at The White House in Back. 

What strikes as most ironic about this latest trend is 
that the skills we all have to learn from scratch and pay 
to learn about were once part and parcel of island life. 
Not many people my age can say their dad can knit, for 
example. And my Seanair was one of those skilled men 
who made Harris Tweed for a living. My uncle made 

me a rug for my house a couple of years 
ago. A rug! And yet, I feel deserving of a 
Brownie badge when I manage to sew 
a button back on to a blouse. There 
are so many fantastic skills woven 
throughout our history. Sadly, many of 
them have faded into the distance with 
time and new fashions and our 21st 
century fast-paced lifestyle. There’s 
never enough time to stop, sit and 
create something lovely from scratch. 
Time passes so quickly. Before we 
know it, it’ll be Boxing Day and then 
Hogmanay. And Easter and Summer 
and Halloween. And then Christmas 
again. Time passes quickly and it’s 
one of the few things money can’t 
buy. We have to decide how we 

will spend each of the precious 
minutes we are 
given. That is why 
some of the most 
meaningful gifts 
I’ve received have 
cost nothing or 
very little. The very 
fact that the giver 
chose to use their 
most valuable time 
to show they care 
has always been 
worth more than 
anything money 
can buy. Which is 
why this wonderful 
upsurge in crafting 
and present-making 
proves that, despite 

what the holiday naysayers and the bright green 
Grinch’s say, Christmas can still be the most magical 
time of year. 

Nollaig Chridheil dhuibh uile ‘s Bliadhna Mhath Ur! 

Litir Dhachaigh Donna Màiri Maciver
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifie
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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Back in Time - Back           December 1945
Obituary

It is with deep regret we record two deaths which occurred 
recently in the district.  First was that of Alexander Maclennan, 
4 Coll, son of the late Donald Maclennan, 67 Coll.  He was 
predeceased by his wife nearly 2 years ago.  Alexander, who 
in early life had been a fisherman, died suddenly at the age of 
82 years.  The second death occurred at the County Hospital 
where Donald Macleod, son of Donald Macleod, 37 Back, 
passed away at the comparatively early age of 35 years.  He 
had been working till a few months prior to his death.  Of a 
genial and happy disposition, he had a natural capacity for 
making and keeping friends, and his ready laugh will be 
missed by many.  The esteem and popularity in which he was 
held was evidenced by the number of people who attended 
his funeral to Gress Cemetery.  To the bereaved families we 

extend our heartfelt sympathy.

Weather

A long spell of summery weather recently forecast by the 
bodachs, and patiently awaited by us, is evidently not forth-
coming.  Indeed, inaccurate forecasts of weather by our local 
“stations” are becoming increasingly frequent.  The constant 
changes of the Lewis weather are apparently deceiving them.  
At present one would think that March had come rather early 
for the weather is typically March.  A dry intensely cold east 
wind which compels one to hug the fireside.  But, “it’s an ill 
wind that blows nobody any good,” and this weather is ideal 
for weaving, a fact which is evidenced by the constant din 
coming from the many loomsheds.  We have not seen any 
snow so far, but we are expecting and preparing for it.

 WANTED:
EDITOR

LOCH A TUATH NEWS COMMUNITY MAGAZINE

  Upper Coll and Coll Friends 
on Ness Outing

Top: Eachainn a’ Stal (20 Upper 
Coll), Cairistìona a’ Chaomh (39 Upper Coll)

Second Row: Jessie Mary Dhòmhaill ‘an na Banntraich 
(40 Upper Coll), Am Pope 24 Upper Coll, Catriona Ghool 
(Bean Lofty), Peigi Bheag (16 Upper Coll), Màiri a’ Stal 
(20 Upper Coll), Titan (3 Upper Coll)

Below: Catriona Sheònaidh ‘an Alasdair (57 Coll), 
Calum an Adhair (Coll), Anna Chuirg (61 Coll) 
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A rich insight into Highland preaching at the height of the 
evangelical revival has just been provided by the transla-
tion into English of sermons by the Rev Archibald Cook 
of Daviot. 

The translation was begun by a native Gaelic-speaker 
from Tomatin, Miss May Dunbar, who died in 2008. The 
work was completed by three more Free Presbyterian 
Gaelic speakers. The material was further edited for 
publication and is now issued with the title Eternal 
Reality and costs £19.50 plus postage. 

Cook lived from 1788 to 1865 and was the first minister 
of Inverness’ Free North Church but was well-known 
across the north and in Glasgow for his powerful 
appeals to the conscience and his encouragement 
of weak believers. Born in Arran, he trained to be 
a minister in Glasgow, where he was also men-
tored by the famous Dr John Love of Anderston 
Chapel. Thousands of West Highland and Island 
fishermen heard him every summer in the 1820s 
and 1830s, when, as missionary-minister in Bruan 
and Berriedale mission of the Church of Scotland 
in Caithness, he held Gaelic services in Wick for 
fishermen who visited the port during the summer 
months. 

The Sermons of Archibald Cook
– New Publication by Free Presbyterian Publications

His experimental and searching preaching saw him 
called to Inverness in 1837, where a new bilingual 
congregation – the North Church -- was created 
for him.  A year after Cook and his congregation 
joined the new Free Church of Scotland in 1843; 
he accepted a call to Daviot a few miles to the 
south. It was there that the sermons in the new 
book were preached in Gaelic, often in the open 
air due to the large crowds coming to hear him. A 
friend in his early days of the Reverend Jonathan 
Ranken Anderson, he later worked alongside John 
Macdonald of Ferintosh, ‘Big’ John Macrae of 
Knockbain, Gustavus Aird of Lairg and Dr John 
Kennedy of Dingwall.  

Cook made a deep impression on the church of 
his day and his influence spread across Scotland.  
The leading American preacher and theologian,   
Benjamin B. Warfield, said that what made Cook’s 
preaching acceptable and effective was “the 
intense reality of the man”. His preaching was 
described as having the “free mercy of God” run-
ning through it “like a vein of the gold of Ophir”.

The translation is available from the Free 
Presbyterian Bookroom, 133 Woodlands Rd, Glasgow, G3 6LE, and Email: fpbook-

room@gmail.com Telephone 0141 332 1760.
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Part 1 - Buaile a' Bhac and Buaile an Ochd

Donald Campbell, 3 Vatisker
Donald, known locally as Am 
Pad, served with the RNR 
through the 1914-1918 
War and was a Leading 
Seaman based at the 
naval depot at Chatham, 
Kent known as HMS 
Pembroke. He was one 
of two sons of Norman 
Campbell, 8 Vatisker who 
answered the call and 
tragically both he and his 
brother Alexander lost their 
lives in the Iolaire Disaster 
of 1 January 1919. Of the 
two brothers only Donald's body 
was recovered and was interred 
at Gress. The Campbell family was one of nine house-
holds across the Loch a Tuath district who suffered a 
double bereavement during the war; it is of course of 
added poignancy that both deaths happened on the 
same night and just a matter of yards from their home 
soil. Donald, who was aged 50 years, was married to 
Catherine Macrae, 3 Vatisker and moved to this address 
following his marriage. Their daughter Jane married John 
Macaskill, 8 Vatisker (Leoid) - their son Donald (Teenie), 
Murray Place, Stornoway and daughter Cathy Morag 
Macleod, Broadbay View are Donald's closest relations 
today. 

Norman Maclean, 5 Vatisker
The story of Rector William 

Gibson's former students from 
the Nicolson Institute who 

made the ultimate sacrifice 
was depicted recently in 
the poignant stage play 
Sequamur written by D. 
S. Murray. One of those 
scholars was Norman 
Maclean who, having 
completed his studies in 
Stornoway and Aberdeen 
University enlisted 

with the Royal Garrison 
Artillery. He saw action at 

Gallipoli in April 1915, the 
horrors of which impacted on 

his mental health and he died in 
hospital in Alexandria, Egypt shortly afterwards on 18 
May 1915 aged 22 years. He is buried in Alexandria 
(Chatby) Military and War Memorial Cemetery. During 
his short life Norman was no stranger to adversity; in the 
summer of 1907 his parents Donald and Annie Maclean 
and his brother Alexander all passed away within weeks 

of each other, the latter as the result of a drowning acci-
dent within sight of the family croft. He was survived 
by four sisters: Mary, Effie, Kate and Annie and by one 
brother Kenneth who was well known as an insurance 
agent, a correspondent for the Stornoway Gazette and 
as a church elder. 5 Vatisker was latterly occupied by 
his nephew Donald MacGregor and his niece Margaret 
MacGregor, a teacher of Maths, who is affectionately 
remembered by her former pupils in Tolsta and Back 
Schools. 

Murdo Macleod, 6 Vatisker
Murdo served with the Gordon Highlanders and joined 
up in August 1914. He served 
one year in France but an 
illness he contracted in 
the trenches later devel-
oped into pleurisy and 
he passed away in a 
London hospital on 21 
March 1917 aged 23 
years. His remains 
were returned to 
the island for burial 
in Gress Cemetery. 
His father Murdo, 
known locally as 
Broon, was the broth-
er of Dòmhnall Donn, 
44 Back and he moved 
to 6 Vatisker following his 
marriage to Marion Campbell. 
Murdo junior had two brothers and five sisters: Alasdair 
and Allan both emigrated to Canada, Christina was mar-
ried in Ness, Rachel (Mrs Peacock) lived in Glasgow 
and Annie, Isabella and Katag were unmarried. Katag 
Broon had a popular grocery shop at the Buaile an Ochd/
Brebhig crossroad which is fondly remembered by older 
members of the community. No. 6 Vatisker is the only 
address in the village where a loss was incurred in both 
world wars - Murdo's cousin Murdo Campbell (Murchadh 
'an Durl) died at home in 1944 from an illness he con-
tracted during war service.

Murdo Murray, 7 Vatisker
The elder son of Neil and Margaret Murray, Murdo 
was serving with the 2nd Seaforth Highlanders when 
he was killed in action in France on 15 May 1917 
aged 30 years. He was buried at Etaples Military 
Cemetery which is the largest Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission cemetery in France, containing 
over ten thousand Commonwealth burials of the First 
World War. His younger brother Kenneth served with 
the US Army and survived the conflict. Murdo's niece 
Mary (Bean Ailean Phudair) later inherited the croft and 
her surviving family members are the closest relations 
today: Morag Macaskill (Lighthill), Kirsty Ann MacDonald 
(Portnaguran), John Neil MacDonald (Coll) and Murdo 

Gaisgich Bhatasgeir - The Fallen of Vatisker 
1914 - 1919
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MacDonald (Inverness). Murdo's loss compounded the 
sense of grief which the small community at Buaile 
an Ochd and Brebhig experienced during the first few 
months of 1917; six war deaths were recorded in this 
neighbourhood between February and May of that year.

Alexander Campbell, 8 Vatisker
Alexander (mac Ord) served 
as a Leading Seaman with 
the Royal Naval Reserve 
during WW1. He was 
drowned when the ill-
fated Iolaire, taking him 
home from the war, 
struck the Beasts of 
Holm at 1.55am on 
New Year’s Day 1919 
with the loss of twenty 
crew and one hundred 
and eighty one naval 
ratings who included 
his older brother Donald, 
3 Vatisker. He was 42 
years old and his body 
was never found. He was 
survived by his widow Jessie 
(nee Graham, 22 Vatisker) and 
by a family of one daughter and two sons: Peggy later 
married George Graham, 36 Vatisker (Seòras a' Chran), 
Norman (Tucsaidh) married Catherine Macleod, 1 New 
Park (Catriona Pheideir) and inherited the family croft 
and Alexander (an Gander) married Christina Stewart, 
17 Back (Ciorstag Sheoidhean). Sadly Alexander junior, 
who was born shortly after his father's death, also died 
prematurely aged 37 years in an accident at Kyle in 
1956.  Alexander's grand-daughters Alexina and Peggy 

(clann-nighean Sheòrais a' Chran) and surviving grand-
sons Alasdair and Alex Norman (balaich Tucsaidh) are 
the closest family members today. 

Donald Maciver, 13 Vatisker
Donald was serving with the 
2nd Seaforth Highlanders 
when he was killed in 
action at Hill 60 in 
Flanders on 26 April 
1915 aged 19 years. 
He was buried at the 
Seaforth Cemetery, 
Cheddar Villa in 
Belgium. He was one 
of three brothers who 
served their country; 
William (RNR) and 
John (Seaforths) both 
survived the war. His 
father Kenneth, known 
locally as An Siarach was a 
native of Barvas and moved 
to 13 Vatisker following his mar-
riage to Isabella Macleod. Her mother Isabella (nee 
MacDonald, originally of North Tolsta) was reputed to be 
the oldest person in Scotland when she died in 1945 aged 
107 years. Donald's four surviving brothers all emigrated 
to America and sisters Mary and Ishbel lived in the old 
family home until they passed away in the 1970s. Mary 
was unmarried and Ishbel was married to Murdo Maciver 
of North Tolsta (mac Forty) - he was killed in Alcadan in 
the Persian Gulf while in the Merchant Service. The clos-
est relations living in the district today are the family of the 
late Margaret Murray, Tong (Bean John Ailig Phòisean) 
who was Donald's first cousin.

Anchored in Broad Bay -  H.M.S Dauntless,  the second ship of the Type 45 or Daring-class air-defence destroyers built for the 
Royal Navy. Photo courtesy of Mal MacLeod
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Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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There is very little one can do in a garden this 
month except to do some armchair gardening, such 
as browsing through seed catalogues and reading 
gardening magazines. Being attracted by the blurb 
in the catalogue I always like to pur-
chase new seeds but, having 
experienced much disap-
pointment during the 
past few years, due 
to the cold and wet 
weather, I shall 
give it a miss this 
time.

December is a 
month of very 
little sunshine, 
strong winds, 
gales and low tem-
peratures. Yet it may 
not cancel out doing some 
basic essential jobs. If the 
ground is reasonably dry, this month 
could give you an opportunity to embark on winter 
digging and also for pruning shrubs, as many of them 
have been stripped of their leaves.

Weather permitting, shrubs can be planted, so look 
out for a bargain or two from garden centres who 
may want to make room for their Spring plants.

I was reading in the September issue of 'Events' an 

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...Armchair Gardening

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS
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(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £35.64 to Laura Graham, 5 Catherine Hill, Coll, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JS.
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A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.
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article by the local Consumer and Environmental 
Services about certain invasive plants and weeds 
which can be found in the Outer Hebrides, one of 
which was called the Japanese Knotweed. It was first 

introduced to Britain because it was an attractive 
plant, without anyone realising the dis-

astrous consequences of having it 
in one's garden or near to one's 

property. Due to its aggressive 
growth it can creep under 
foundations, burst through 
floorboards, choke drains 
and, worse still, insurance 
companies will refuse to 
insure the property if it is 
seen to be anywhere near 
it. With strong bamboo-like 
shoots it can ruin drive-
ways and pavements and 
its roots can go as deep as 
9 feet. Being a major envi-
ronmental problem in the 

UK it is illegal to plant it in your garden. It is con-
trolled under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, 
also as "Controlled Waste" under the Environmental 
Protection Act 1991. I do hope this plant is not in our 
island!

So, be careful what you buy and know what you are 
buying.

From The Poileagan

Japanese 
knot weed
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Despite the blustery conditions and threat of even more 
inclement weather to come, over 200 people attended the 
Service of Remembrance held at Back War memorial on 
Sunday the 8th of November. It was pleasing as always 
to see so many young families at the service – an indica-
tion, that although the events being commemorated took 
place so many years ago, people still remember and are 
grateful for the sacrifices made on our behalf to ensure 
the freedom that we still enjoy.

The service was conducted by Rev Calum Iain Macleod, 
with the praise led by Donald Maciver in Gaelic, and 

by Allan Maclachlan in English. 
After an appropriate address 

by the minister in which 
he spoke of the hard-

ships and cruelty suf-
fered on the battle-
field by some, but 
also about the sur-
vival of others, the 
customary two 
minute silence in 
memory of those 

Aaron Ferguson and MaryAnn Macphail (Tong) 
and Alana Macdonald and James Morrison (Back)

Cameron 
Urquhart 

laying a 
wreath at St 

Peters church, 
Galashiels on behalf of 

2180 ATC Squadron.

who made the ultimate sacrifice was held. Afterwards 
wreaths were laid at the memorial as follows: Iain 
Macaulay, Deputy Lord Lieutenant of the Western Isles, 
on behalf of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth; Councillor 
John A Maciver, on behalf of Comhairle Nan Eilean 
Siar; John Macdonald from the Royal British Legion; 
Lieutenant Colonel Crawford Maclellan on behalf of the 
Army and Reserve forces; representatives of the Army 
Cadets; Willie F Macleod on behalf of the Back War 
Memorial Committee, and by Alana  Macdonald and 
James Morrison, and Aaron Ferguson and MaryAnn 
Macphail from Back and Tong Schools respectively.

Tea and coffee were served in the Church Hall after the 
service and was much appreciated by all who took part. 
As usual a collection was taken at both services in the 
church for the upkeep of the Memorial, and the commit-
tee would like to extend their thanks to the minister, office 
bearers and congregation for their continuing generosity.

The committee would also like to send very best wish-
es for a successful trip and safe return to Lieutenant 
Maclellan, who will be undertaking a tour of duty with the 
British Army in Afghanistan at the beginning of the year.

Remembrance Day 2015

Crawford 
Maclellan, 
with his son 
Cameron, 
prior to his 
forthcoming 
tour of 

Afghanistan.
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Team Quest equestrian team 
Stornoway Legends, taking part in  
the British Young Riders’ Dressage 
Scheme (BYRDS) won the Scottish 
Regional Final Championships at 
Lochside Arena in early October, and 
they are now going on to represent 
Scotland at the National Finals in 
Buckinghamshire over two days in 
November. This is a huge achieve-
ment for the team members, Chanelle 
Divers, aged 20, on Coco Minstrel, 
Amy Frazer aged 18 on Trinity, Abby 
Jo Morrison aged 12 on Fronarth 
Rio and Kayleigh Kennedy aged 10, 
on Valentine Minuete.  Stornoway 
Legends were also champions in 
September for the Lochside Arena 
Team Quest Final in the BYRDS and 
also in open teams (9 teams of 4). 

The Scottish Regional Final, was 
judged by a top mainland judge, Lady Mary Hope. We 
also welcomed UK coach Julie Frizzel, a pararider and 
retired RAF wing commander of twenty one years’ ser-
vice, and Emma Stewart, Regional Development Officer 
of Scotland. There was a fantastic turnout on what turned 
out to be an amazing day. Two young dressage riders, 
Abby Jo Morrison, 36 Upper Coll, and Kayleigh Kennedy, 
received a double take that day; unbelievably, they were 
the overall champions! Abby Jo is the daughter of Ellie 
and Chris Morrison and Kayleigh is the daughter of Tracy 
and Kevin Kennedy, Point, (some Crofters’ customers will 
be familiar with Kevin, Kayleigh’s dad, who works there).

The Open Team Quest Championship Final was won by 
the Neigh Chance Team, two adults, Diane Morrison 
and Emma Sinclair (who lives in Tong but is soon moving 
into the new home  which she and Mark have just built in 
Gress), and the two youngsters, Abby Jo and Kayleigh. 
Unfortunately, Neigh Chance Team are unable to com-
pete at the National Finals as Diane and Emma have 

work commitments that week. Abby Jo and Kayleigh are 
delighted to be taking part with Stornoway Legends and 
Diane and Emma will be there in spirit. 

We are still fortunate to have two teams going down to the 
Nationals, as another team, Jamm were given a wild card 
and we are now going together to represent Scotland and 
our precious Western Isles.

I would like to thank instructors, family, friends, busi-
nesses and everyone else who contributed to help these 
girls get down to compete in the UK NATIONAL FINAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS, representing their country. A huge 
amount of hard work has gone into raising thousands of 
pounds for the teams to go to the Finals; it costs nearly 
£6000 just for the horse lorry to get them there and back 
and in the region of £11,000 altogether. It is, however, all 
worth the huge effort and will be a great honour and expe-
rience for all, win or lose.
Ellie Morrison

Stornoway Legends, Champions at regional finals at Lochside arena in October, with 
judge Lady Mary Hope

Local Equestrian Champions Represent Scotland

A Letter from New Zealand
Hello there, Joan

I have just received and read the 
latest Loch a Tuath News. I note my 
recent visit to Tong was mentioned, 
and yes, I did indeed have a memora-
ble time back in the village as always.

Apart from seeing family, the highlight 
of my stay was the bountiful display of 
summer blooms. As an avid horticul-
turist I was particularly pleased to see 
the little native orchid in bloom which 
I think is called Hebridean Spotted 
Orchid (Dachtylorhiza sp.). I have 
been visiting Tong regularly since I 
lived there as a 7 year old (I am now about to turn 60) and I don’t 
recall seeing the orchid in bloom before though my father Donald 

Dachtylorhiza orchid 
(left); Iris pseudacorus 

(above), Tong 2015

(Weems) Macleod mentioned it often.

The other flower which I took many photographs 
of was Iris pseudacorus. My fellow Iris lovers 
in New Zealand are amazed at how this Iris 
grows wild on Lewis – it is considered a noxious 

plant in New Zealand and we are offi-
cially not allowed to grow it. I have 

attached 2 photographs taken in 
Tong which have been much 
admired. I look forward to a 
return visit next year if all 
goes according to plan.

Warmest regards,
       Chris Edginton

Katikati, New Zealand
chilliswood@xtra.co.nz
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Material for publication in the JANUARY issue of Loch a Tuath 
News must be in before FRIDAY 11th DECEMBER 2015

Back’s 
U14 football team brought the curtain 
down on a quite remarkable season with a night out at the Caladh Inn Hotel. 
Still basking in the glory of their treble winning exploits, the boys had a great 
time, not even Jab’s jokes could dampen the spirits! Individual awards were 
presented by Wee Willie Macdonald to Jamie Mackinnon (Player’s Player 
of the Year), Connor Cunningham (Manager’s Player of the Year) and 

Joel Martin (Top Scorer).

More importantly though, 
the night was all about 
recognising the achieve-
ments of a great team of 
boys, every single one of 
whom played their part 
in this season’s success. 
Statistics, they say, speak 
for themselves, and this is 
a team that does its talk-
ing on the pitch: Played 11, 
Won 11, Goals scored 78, 
Goals conceded 5; fright-
ening stats which merely 
serve to underline their 
dominance at this level.

Next season can’t come 
quick enough!

Katy Graham

Back Under 14 Team
Back Row: Iain Anderson, Daniel Macdonald, 
David Macrae, Joel Martin, Connor Cunningham, 
Chris Martin, James Mutch, Ewen Mackenzie, John 
Bain, Jamie Mackinnon.

Front Row: James Maclennan, Scott Macleod, 
Steven Mutch, Ewen  Anderson, Calum Maclennan, 
Ben Macmillan, Stephen Macleod, Adam 
Mackinnon, Ross Maciver. 

Team Celebrations

Football Club Players of the Year
L to R: Jamie Mackinnon (Players Player of the Year), Connor 

Cunningham (Manager’s Player of the Year), Joel 
Martin (Top Scorer).

Stornoway Legends Team 
who were overall champions 
in September L to R Chanelle 
Divers, Abby Jo Morrison, 

Amy Frazer and Kayleigh Kennedy

Equestrian Champs
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