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Happy New Year! It feels a bit 
strange saying that in the current cir-
cumstances. At least we sort of know 
what we’re in for…this time last year 
we were blissfully unaware of what 
was to come. 

Despite some optimism when I last wrote, 
and there is still cause for hope now that the 
vaccination programme is underway, we are 
still very much in the midst of the coronavirus 
crisis. Just as we were about to hit the 'print' 
button, the announcement came that we were 
to move into level 4 restrictions (more or less 
full lockdown again) as a result of the recent 
outbreak in the hospital. We'll have more on 
this in the next issue. 

With lots of NHS hospitals at crisis point, 
remember FACTS (face covering, avoid crowd-
ed places, clean your hands regularly, keep a 
two-metre distance from others and self-isolate 
if necessary). If the virus has nowhere to go, it 
will die off. It’s as simple as that. If we keep 
giving it an opportunity to jump from person 
to person, it will stick around. Keep your dis-
tance (and yes I’m speaking to you, the man 
who was breathing down my neck when I was 
trying to buy my lunch a few weeks ago). 

So, apart from COVID-19, what else is hap-
pening? Over the festive break we carried out 
some work on our website, which I hope you 
will now make a point of visiting regularly. 
We have a ‘Lastest News’ section for anything 
exciting that happens between issues (being a 
monthly publication we can’t always get things 
out as quickly as we would like), we have a 
‘Local Information’ page, where you can find 
funeral notices and bin collection dates. There 
is also a ‘Public Notices’ pages, where we will 
post any events or activities that are taking 
place locally (obviously not much of that going 
on at the minute!). If any local organisations or 
charities would like us to publish their posters 
(free of charge) on this page, all they need to do 
is email it to us at the usual address: latnedi-
tor2@outlook.com. We also have our ‘Issue 
Archive’, which hosts all our back issues up to 
two years ago. Our advertisers may also have 
noticed that we’ve put their adverts up on the 
website at no extra cost. This will be an added 
bonus for any business or individual who 
takes out an annual advert in the print edi-
tion. If you are considering placing an advert, 
please contact D.A. Stewart (contact details are 
on the right). 

Another thing we hope to get off the ground 
this year is a Local Directory of businesses, 
accommodation, shops and other attractions, 

etc., which would be hosted 
on our website. There would 
be a small annual charge for 
any entries in the Directory, 
but it may become a useful 
‘go-to’ guide for both locals 
and visitors to the area. If you 
would be interested in adver-
tising in the online directory, 
please get in touch with me 
(latneditor2@outlook.com). 

What have you got to look forward to in our 
February issue? The December/January issue 
was so full I didn’t have space to write and tell 
you about our new occasional series, which 
will accompany our regular ‘Back in Time’ 
feature. Eagle-eyed readers will have seen a 
reprinted cutting from the Aberdeen Weekly 
Journal, on page 27 of the last issue. As and 
when we receive them from our volunteer, we 
will publish similar cuttings of general interest 
to our readers, alongside our usual Back in 
Time offerings from the Gazette. We hope you 
enjoy them; do write in with your feedback. 

We also welcome Eleanor Smith to our grow-
ing list of regular columnists. She will be keep-
ing us fit, healthy and happy every month. 

Colin Tucker continues his investigations of 
the land raids, taking us into 1921; and we even 
have a couple of mysteries. The first involves 
a letter from 1917 and the other a stolen gold 
bar! All your usual favourites are included 
as ever, as well as an obituary for P/M Iain 
M. Morrison, the world-renowned champion 
piper, who sadly and unexpectedly passed 
away in December. 

I’ll end with yet another appeal for village 
news. Our correspondents and I are working 
very hard, but we still need your help in send-
ing things in regularly. If you don’t want to see 
‘As na Bailtean’ disappear, we need you to be 
sending things in, either to them or direct to 
my own inbox (latneditor2@outlook.com).

The next time I write, the evenings will be get-
ting a bit brighter and hopefully so will our 
outlook on life. Get your vaccine if you are 
offered it!

Stay safe and well

Jayne

www.lochatuathnews.com

 www.facebook.com/LochaTuathNews

 @lochatuathnews

 instagram.com/lochatuathnews

Cover image courtesy Catriona Macdonald
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contact the secretary.
Missed any issues? If you would like a copy of any Loch a Tuath News sent to you, then 
please get in touch with Colin Tucker, colintucker2000@yahoo.co.uk; tel.: 01851 820685.
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Back
Wedding Bells

Congratulations to Colin and Madison 
Maclean on the event of their marriage on 
7 December 2020 in Broughty Ferry. Colin 
is the son of Mina and Callum Maclean, 
Highcroft, Lighthill (Taigh Dhubaill). The 
young couple are making their home in 
Wick and we send them best wishes for a 
happy future together.

Engagement

Both families are delighted to announce 
the engagement of Beth Matheson, 17 
Back (nighean Uisdean agus Katie Sandra) to 
Sandy Morrison, Bakers’ Road (mac Willie 
Dola and the late Anna).

Retirement

Happy retirement wishes to Mary Flora 
Mackenzie (Wellpark, 66 Lighthill). She 
retired from KJ Macdonald’s pharmacy 
(Kenny Froggan’s) on Christmas Eve after 
an incredible 40 years of service. 

Serious Road Accident 

A serious accident occurred at Drum Thais 
(not Broadbay View as was widely report-
ed at the time), on the main road between 
Gress and Back on the afternoon of 14 
December. Nine-year-old Maisie Smith 
(Whitewater, 13 Back) was hit by a car 
travelling from the Gress direction and 
sustained serious injuries, which result-
ed in her being transferred to Yorkhill 
Children’s Hospital in Glasgow later that 
evening. We are pleased to report that after 
a spell in hospital, Maisie is at home and 
making a good recovery, to the relief of her 
family, friends and wider community. 

Bereavements

On 28 November 2020 we were sad to 
learn of the passing of Iseabail Gunn 
(Iseabail Ghurais) aged 87 years, 1 New 
Street.  She had been a member of the 
local Càirdeas group and known for her 
quiet wit and humour. Iseabail was well 
known to many of the young ones in our 
district, having worked in the Sgoil a’ Bhac 
canteen for many years. 

Iain Murdo Morrison (Iain Murdo Iònah) 
aged 74 passed away on 17 December 
2020. He is survived by his wife Flora, 
son Iain and daughters Catherine and 
Donalda, and his sisters Cathie Ann and 
Joey. Iain Murdo was well known in pip-
ing circles and left a rich legacy through 
his many years teaching piping to the 
youth of our district (see obituary on p.16).

Katie Mary Macleod aged 93 passed away 
on 14 January 2021. Katie Ailig ‘an Uisdean 
lived at 66 Back and was active and inde-
pendent into her nineties and will be 
remembered for her sunny disposition 
and kindness.

We extend our sympathy to all the fami-
lies, neighbours and friends in our com-
munity who mourn their passing.

Coll
New Residents

We extend a warm welcome to Angus 
Allan and Angela Maciver and their family 
to their newly renovated house at 8 Coll. 
We wish them many happy years in their 
new home.

We also extend a warm welcome to 
Michael and Catriona Libby, wee Rory 
and their pet cats to 4 Coll. Muriel and 
Alex would have been delighted to hear a 
young family is moving in. We wish them 
every happiness in their new home.

Award Winning Video

Congratulations to Keith Morrison, 
Outend Coll, who created the video for 
Peat & Diesel’s song ‘Calum Dan’s Transit 
Van’, which won the MG Alba Trad Award 
Video of the Year in December. 

Bereavement

Kenny (Fiadh) and Isobel Maciver (72 
Coll) were shocked by the sudden death of 
Isobel’s mother on 4 December 2020. Joan 
(Joey) Reid was 86 years old and in good 
health when she passed away at her home 
in Edinburgh. She was a lovely person 
and will be sadly missed by all the fam-
ily in Edinburgh, Coll, Gress and Tolsta. 
Joey and her husband Billy were frequent 
visitors to the island over the years. Kenny 
and Isobel would like to thank everyone 
for their love, support and kindness with 
flowers, money, cards and phone calls on 
this sad occasion. 

Gress
Bereavement

Jackie Mackenzie (25 Gress) passed away 
on 19 January aged 70 years. Jackie was 
living in the family home and was the 
youngest of four children. He worked 
for John Murray, the builders, for over 40 
years and he was an excellent worker but 
had to retire early due to health problems. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with his 
sister Dolina and all her family, and all 
his extended family and friends. We will 
miss seeing Jackie taking Coco for his walk 
every day and giving him a wave.

A Gentle Reminder

There have been complaints of dog foul-
ing around the village, especially on the 
path beside the main road. Please take 
extra poo bags with you when out walking 
with your dog. Thank you.

Vaccine

It is so reassuring that the COVID vaccine 
has been started to be given and quite a 
few villagers have received it. We are so 
thankful for this and pray that we will be 
able to meet again soon.

Get Well Wishes
To those who are recovering from surgery 
and awaiting treatment, we send our best 
wishes.   

Tong
Golden Wedding

Congratulations to Mary John and Brian 
Macleod (Loudy), Mon Monoch, Hillhead, 
Tong, on the occasion of their 50th wed-
ding anniversary. Brian and Mary John 
were married on 23 February 1971 in 
Greyfriars Church, Inverness, by Rev. 
Macdonald.

Happy Birthday

We wish Donald Macleod (Churchill) a 
happy birthday. He celebrated his 75th 
birthday on 18 January. Many happy 
returns Churchill!

Engagement

Congratulations to Sarah Morrison and 
John Macleod on their recently announced 
engagement. Sarah is the daughter of 
Shona and Norman Morrison, 40 Aird 
Tong, and John’s parents are John and 
Dinah Macleod of Lewis Street, Stornoway. 

Bereavement

Our condolences are with Nora 
MacDonald, Milkinghill, on the death of 
her grandson Robert Gourlay, Glasgow.  
Our condolences are further extended to 
his widow Emma, his parents Margaret 
and Henry, and his brother Alisdair.

Get Well

We wish Mary Bayfield a speedy recovery 
after a fall at home. Mary spent some time 
in hospital in Glasgow but has now been 
transferred to Western Isles Hospital. 

Alice Mackay, Milkinghill, has also had a 
fall in the recent cold spell and after treat-
ment for a broken arm in Western Isles 
Hospital she is now recovering at home.

Upper Coll
New Baby

Congratulations to Christopher and Lorna 
Matheson (55 Upper Coll) on the birth of 
their son Lucas Angus on 20 November 
2020, weighing 7lb 13oz. Lucas is a new 
grandson for Mathie and Anna Matheson 
(77 Coll) and Fallon and Mary Macarthur 
(Lochside Breasclete).

As Na 
Bailtean
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Andrew and Ailise Maciver (Upper Coll) 

 Peggy 
Macdonald 
(Vatisker)

 Colin Maclean and Madison 

Innes (Back)

Weddings!
Weddings!

 Iseabail Gunn (seated left) with her 
colleagues in the Sgoil a' Bhac canteen, Murdina 
Macdonald (Back) and Peggy Maclennan (Coll) 
and Mary Stewart (Back; seated)

Grace Macarthur Morrison (Vatisker)

 Lucas Angus Matheson (Upper Coll)

 Cooper Graham (Upper Coll)

 Mary Mackenzie (Back)

Jackie  
Mackenzie 

(Gress)

Eilidh  
Murray 

(Vatisker)

New Babies!New Babies!
Golden Wedding!Golden Wedding!
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Wedding Congratulations 
We send our warmest congratulations to 
Andrew Maciver on the occasion of his 
recent marriage to  Ailise McLoughlin 
of Letterkenny in Ballymena, Northern 
Ireland. The ceremony, which had restrict-
ed numbers because of the coronavirus reg-
ulations, took place in the Galgorm Hotel, 
Ballymena on 21 December. Andrew is a 
serving police officer and Ailise is a teacher. 
Their home is in Polbeck, West Lothian. 
Andrew is the son of Ishbal and Coinneach 
Maciver, 11 Upper Coll. We wish them 
many happy times together.

Bereavements
We are sorry to report the passing of Iain 
Mackay aged 78 on 19 November at his 
home at No. 51.

Iain had been in ill health over recent 
months. After a long period in hospital 
he was cared for at home in his last few 
weeks. Iain was well known for his unique 
style of Gaelic singing and his contribution 
to traditional Gaelic music will be missed. 
We send our sincere condolences to his 
widow Dolina and the wider family at this 
sad time.

We send our sympathies to Neil Maciver, 
No. 26, and family on the passing of his 
twin sister Peggy Macdonald, Bellshill 
Cottage, Vatisker on 18 December. Peggy 
will be fondly remembered by many in 
the village as the minibus driver who took 
them safely to and from Back School for 
many years.

We also send our sincere condolences to 
Colin Mackay and family at No. 66 who 
lost his father very suddenly on 11 January. 
Colin’s father, Malcom Dan Mackay 
(Moscow) was a well-known Stornoway 
haulier.

Get Well Wishes
We send our best wishes to any of our 
villagers who are recovering in hospital 
or at home from illness. We remember the 
additional challenges you are facing in 
coping with illness in these difficult times.

Welcome to the Village
We send a warm Upper Coll welcome to 
Stuart and Alex Morrison and their children 
Matthew and Georgie, who have moved in 
to No. 7. We wish you many happy times in 
your new home. 

Hall of Fame 
Congratulations to Margaret Stewart on her 
remarkable achievement on being inducted 
into the Scottish Traditional Music Hall of 
Fame in December. Meal do naidheachd!

Clever Canine Champion
Cooper was entered into the British Heart 
Foundation virtual dog show. He won 
the Clever Canines category and over-
all best in show. You can see him with 
his prizes on the picture page. Cooper 
belongs to the Graham family at Taigh Nis. 
Congratulations on your win Cooper!

Vatisker
New Baby
Congratulations to Angela and Derek 
Morrison of Matira, Vatisker, who wel-
comed their daughter Grace Macarthur 
Morrison into the world on 17 November 
2020, weighing 7lb 7oz. Grace is a much 
loved granddaughter for Calum Norrie and 
Alice Macarthur (Stornoway) and Murdo 
and Ann Morrison (Ness). 

Vatisker/Coll Engagement
Congratulations to Iain Kennedy and 
Eilidh Walker who recently got engaged. 
Iain is the son of Alasdair Iain and Dorothy, 
Aldorville (11 Vatisker) and Eilidh is the 
daughter of Murdo and Joanetta Walker 
(43 Coll). 

21st Birthday
Happy 21st birthday wishes are extended 
to Eilidh Murray of 1 Vatisker. She celebrat-
ed her special birthday on 17 December.

Bereavement
Peggy Macdonald of Bellshill, Vatisker, 
passed away peacefully at home on Friday 
18 December 2020 aged 86 years. Peggy 
was married to William Alex (Sandy) for 
62 years, and had four of a family: Calum, 
Alex, Ishbel and Stewart. She was also a 
much loved grandmother to Seòras and 
Sandy, and mother-in-law to Alison and 
Irene. 

Peggy was one of six children. Her siblings 
were Neil MacIver (Upper Coll), Seonag 
Morrison (Portree), Nan Murray (Gress), 
Donald John MacIver (Stornoway) and the 
late Neil Ivor MacIver (Coll).

Alex and Stewart were unable to attend 
their mothers funeral due to COVID restric-
tions preventing them travelling from 
Austria, where they both live. We send our 
condolences to all the family.

Condolences
Deepest condolences to Effie and Donald 
(DA) Macleod (Broadbay View) and their 
brothers Ivor and Kenneth (New Tolsta). 
The family was already mourning the pass-
ing of their mother only weeks earlier when 
their beloved brother Willie was unexpect-
edly taken ill and sadly passed away in 
the Queen Elizabeth University Hospital 
in Glasgow on 17 December 2020. Willie 
was a much-loved brother, brother-in-law, 
uncle, nephew, cousin and friend. The sud-
denness of his illness and passing came as a 
terrible shock to his already grieving family 
and has left a painful void in their hearts. 

 Brian and Mary John Macleod (Tong)

Congratulations to Rena (Catherine) Maciver on celebrating her 100th birthday on 
Saturday 23 January. Rena was brought up in Kirivick, Carloway, and after school 
found work in Glasgow, where she met and married John Maciver (Peteran) from 
Outend Coll. They made their home at 83 Outend Coll and raised five children: 
John, Kenny Angus, Catriona, Margaret and Irene. Rena continues to live indepen-
dently in her home and is grateful for all who support her.

As well as receiving a birthday card from Queen Elizabeth II in the post, she 
was presented with 
flowers at a social dis-
tance by Loch a’ Tuath 
Ward Councillor Donald 
Crichton and Council 
Convenor Norman A. 
Macdonald. Although 
a different celebration 
was planned before 
being faced with the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
Rena was able to see her 
family using technology 
that was unimaginable 
in 1921, the year she was 
born.

Celebrating 100 Years

Golden Wedding!Golden Wedding!
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Whales Come Ashore

December saw two whales come ashore on our 
beaches within about a week of each other. On 
6 December, a dead 12–14 ft minke whale was 
reported on Vatisker beach, not far from the 
pedestrian access slip. Mackays Coll were swift-
ly despatched to bury it. Just over a week later, 
a rare Sowerby’s beaked whale beached at Gress 
but later died, despite efforts to save it. Marine 
experts examined the carcass of the 15 ft whale 
and the remains were disposed of. Looking 
more like a dolphin than a whale, the shy 
Sowerby’s are rarely seen in the wild, diving for 
long periods of time. Little is known about them. 

Santa Came to Tong

Santa visited Tong in a decked-out tractor 
on 2 December, spreading Christmas joy to 
all the children in the village.  Organised by 
Tong School Parent Council, and supported 
by Tong Community Council and Tong Grazing Committee, Santa 
gave gifts to all the local children and kicked off December in style. 

Local Healthcare Workers Among First to Receive COVID-19 
Vaccine
Angela Gallagher (left; Coll) and Anne Clark (pictured right; Upper 
Coll) were, in December, among the first in the Western Isles to 
receive the COVID-19 vaccination jag. Angela is the manager of Dun 
Berisay care home in Stornoway, and Anne is a senior social care 
worker. The elderly and healthcare workers are the first in line to 
receive the vaccine over the coming weeks.

Bacachs’ Christmas Window Success

The best dressed Christmas windows in Stornoway were almost 
exclusively designed by women from Back. Well done to Lesley 
Macdonald (Coll) 
on winning best 
charity shop entry 
(Blythswood) and 
most creative dis-
play, and to the 
Harris Tweed 
Hebrides staff who 
won the most origi-
nal category (Anna 
from Gress and 
Mairi from Tong 
were on hand to 

New Babies
New Babies

Anna and  
Mairi of Harris 

Tweed Hebrides

 Santa's 
decked out 
tractor

 Lesley 
Macdonald with 
Blythswood's 
trophies

 Healthcare 
workers

collect the trophy). Congratulations also go to Delights, 
who won best festive display. The annual awards are 
run by Western Isles Lottery.

Junior Football Update

As a result of the island being moved to level 3 
COVID-19 restrictions on Boxing Day, competitions 
for the 18s were temporarily suspended. In December, 
Point FC were confirmed as 18s league champions, 
but we still have the Ladywell Cup competition 
to look forward to when play is allowed again. It 
was thought that the 15s could continue; however, 
with the recent move to level 4 COVID restrictions, 

Also in the News

The unfortunate Sowerby's  
beaked whale

 The dead minke which appeared to have ejected some of its insides

(continued on p. 13)
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Hello to all in and who are from am Bac.

I am not sure where to start but, I would like to share the 
story of my ancestors. Specifically, that of my great-grand-
mother, Christina MacKay, from 23 Back, now known as 
Pabbay House. Her death notice is reprinted below.

My discovery of family history has been long and ardu-
ous. But owing to perseverance and luck, I have found 
out a lot of information. Like a puzzle, some pieces will 
eventually fit together, and some are missing. I will share 
what I have come to know.

My grandfather, Angus McLean, was the youngest of 13 
children, who were all born in the prairies of Canada. His parents 
met on the ship coming here. My grandfather never spoke much of 
his parent’s other than what I have just shared. After he died, my 
father got his old pictures and such.

So, when I started to work on our family tree, I started with the list 
of his siblings that he had written on cardboard, with a little infor-
mation about his parents: their first names, the year each was born, 
the year they came over (1888) and that they married in Killarney, 
Manitoba in 1891. 

My father, Lorne MacLean (he had ‘McLean’ legally changed back 
to the Scottish spelling when he was old enough to do so), was able 
to share a little of what he knew of their lives here, but he did not 
know anything of their life in Scotland.

I asked my aunt if she had any information. She had a journal of 
my grandfather’s that listed his parent’s mothers’ maiden names. 
The surname of the mother of my great-grandfather, John McLean, 
was McAskill. My great-grandmother’s mother’s maiden name was 
MacKenzie (so he had listed). This threw me off for a long while, 
until this past year.

When COVID hit, I ended up on a rotation at work where I worked 
for four weeks and had two off. Funny how things will fall into place 
at just the right time. The first week I had off I started working on my 
tree again and out of the blue I was contacted by an Edith MacKay.

It turns out her husband is a grandson of Donald MacKay, who 

was my great-grandmother’s brother. I found out from Edith that 
their mother’s maiden name was, in fact, MacLeod. Hmmm…
where on Earth did the name MacKenzie come from then?

A while ago I had found a census from Back, which listed Christina 
as a servant for a MacKenzie family. She was 16 years old. I had 
also been sent (from an Iain MacLeod) a few pages out of a book 
that Bill Lawson wrote on Crofters from Back, which I have since 
purchased. I also purchased his book on emigrants to the Prairie 
Provinces. The same MacKenzie family was listed in it, but there 
was no mention of her.

They sailed from Glasgow on the Corean. I have a copy of the pas-
senger list and she is listed with the same MacKenzie family. Puzzle 
solved. 

I know for a fact that her brother, Donald, came over in approxi-
mately 1902. She still had siblings in Lewis. This information that I 
have on her brothers has never been confirmed: one brother (Angus) 
became a policeman and worked in Glasgow. He married later in 
life and had no children. Another brother (Alexander) was a cooper. 
Edith’s notes say that Alex was very strong and could hold a barrel in 
each arm. There is no other information on him that we have found. 

In Donald’s death notice, there were two living sisters mentioned, 
both who were still living in Scotland at the time: a Mrs MacLennan 
and a Mrs MacDonald. I would love to find out more about these 

missing puzzle pieces. Are there any descendants of these two 
women out there?

I also wish that I had asked questions when I was younger. All I 
know is that they met on the ship. It would be awesome to know 
if it was ‘love at first sight’. Did they start dating right away, or 
did that come in time?  What was their life like in Lewis? What 
is the real story behind Christina working for the MacKenzies 
and sailing over to Canada with them? I am not even sure my 
grandfather would have had the answers. I was born years after 
they had died. 

I have always had this romantic idea of what the Isle of Lewis 
was like back then. Now that things have become clearer, there 
is a realism that spoils the romanticism of it all. I had planned a 
trip to Lewis in September 2020, which was cancelled because of 
the COVID pandemic. I have vouchers that I can use within the 
next two years. My hope is to come and experience the island 
myself. I want to visit Back and North Shawbost, where my 
great-grandfather was from. A family descendant still lives in 
the house he was born in. I have been in contact with her and 
another family member from the ‘McLean’ side. I look forward 
to meeting them when I come.

I am sure I will get a feel of what the Isle of Lewis is all about. I 
will even try to learn some Gaelic. I never heard my grandfather 
speak it but my aunt says when he had a ‘few’ he would play 
the fiddle and sing, in Gaelic. I want to get a taste of that when, 
not if, I visit. 

Sandra MacLean, Southwestern Ontario, Canada

[If anyone has any information that may help Sandra find out more 
about her family, please email sandra_maclean@hotmail.com]

Great Uncle Donald MacKay 

Letter to the Editor

 Christina MacKay with her husbandJohn 
McLean taken in approximately 1891

The death occurred Friday even-
ing of Mrs. Christina McLean in 
her 84th year. Mrs. McLean had 
not been in good health for a 
number of years although she 
fulfilled her household duties. 
She suffered a stroke on Friday 
evening from which she did not 
rally. The funeral service was 
held on Tuesday afternoon at 
2.30 from the Saltcoats United 
church. Rev. G. A. Kemlo 
officiated and was assisted by 
Mr. Dickie, student minister at 
Barvas Presbyterian church. 

Mrs. McLean, the former 
Christina McKay, was born 
July 23, 1864, in Stornoway, 
Scotland, where she was educat-
ed. She came to Canada in June 
1888, settling in the Killarney 
district of Manitoba. In 1891 
she was married in Killarney to 
John McLean. The couple later 
moved to the Barvas district 
near Saltcoats. 

Besides her husband she is sur-
vived by seven sons and two 
daughters, Murdo, Malcolm, 
John, Finlay, Dan, Alex and 
Angus and Mrs. McIver of 
Regina; and Mrs. Smith of 
Winnipeg. Three sons and 
one daughter predeceased her. 
Two sisters, both residing in 
Scotland, and fifteen grandchil-
dren also survive.

Mrs. McLean was a life member 
of the Presbyterian church. 

The honorary pallbearers were 
Dan, John and Finlay McLean, 
John Graham, M. McLeary, 
and Finlay Morrison. The 
active pallbearers were A. 
A. Docherty, John Morrison, 
Angus Morrison, N. McKay, 
Dan McKenzie and A. C. 
McGregor. Interment was made 
in Saltcoats cemetery.

Mrs. John McLean Buried Yesterday
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NORRIE'S GARAGE
 Cars and Commercial Servicing and Repairs 

 MOT  Tyres 

 Wheel Alignment & Wheel Balancing 

 Large Stock of Truck and Trailer Parts 

TEL: 01851 705398
Email: info@norriesgarage.co.uk

43 BELLS ROAD, STORNOWAY

ISLE OF LEWIS HS1 2RL

GOOD RANGE OF 
TYRES IN STOCK
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Following the Scottish Government announcement that 
we will are under level 4 COVID-19 restrictions until 
further notice, clubs and facilities will be closed from 
midnight 29 January 2021.

• The golf range remains open. 
• The main office remains closed with staff working 
from home.

It’s not all doom and gloom, though. We have 
BoogieBounce instructors in training and more golf, 

badminton and a youth club still in the pipeline for when 
restrictions eventually do get lifted. Watch this space!

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT ADVANCE BOOKING 
CONTINUES TO BE REQUIRED FOR THE GOLF 
RANGE, TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OF TEST 
AND PROTECT.

For more information about anything please visit our 
website www.backfrc.org.uk or contact Terri at backfrc@
gmail.com.

Back Footbal l and Recreation Club - Update 

Festive Foyer

GP3/4 were very busying making the foyer 
of the school look very festive. Well done to 
GP3/4 for all their hard work.

Christmas Jumper Day

The children were asked to bring in a dona-
tion for Save the Children and the sum of 

£196.00 was raised.
 EP3,4,5 
Christmas 
Jumpers

 Santa's Postbox

Sgoil a’ BhacSgoil a’ Bhac

Last month, the Back School Parent Council registered with an organisation called Easy Fundraising. Easy 
Fundraising allows supporters of an organisation to raise funds through shopping! It's free to register and there 
is no cost to a supporter either (only what you buy, of course). Over 4000 retailers are registered with Easy 
Fundraising, and this even includes the likes of insurance comparison websites, utilities and food retailers (Just Eat, 
etc.). Registration is easy, especially if you are shopping on a phone or tablet. Click create an account, then find a 
cause to support—Back School Parent Council in our case—and get shopping. Users need to make sure they shop 
via Easy Fundraising if shopping on a PC or laptop, or via the app on a mobile device, and they will be redirected 
to the retailer.  The website address is www.easyfundraising.org.uk. Currently, a £5 bonus donation is being offered 
for new sign ups. Anyone who wishes to support the Parent Council can sign up. We support the school by fund-
ing a range of activities throughout the year such as parties and pantomime trips, and we make a donation to each 
group of leavers' school trip and leavers' hoodies, for example.

We appreciate that everyone is struggling to raise funds at the moment, but any help you can give by doing your 
shopping at no extra cost will help us immensely. 

Parent Council

Easy Fundraising for Parent Council
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Success and 
Achievements

We have devoted 
this issue to cele-
brating some of our 
special achievements 
and success stories 
from last term. During 
such an uncertain time, 
it is important to look back 
and remember happier times.

Giving is Good

As 2020 drew to a close, it was 
deemed appropriate to donate 
to two local charities. Parents, 
pupils and staff brought in a vari-
ety of food stuffs and small gifts 
for the local food bank. It was 
incredible to see the large amount 
which had been amassed. Dylan, 
Emma, Layla and Olivia, school 
vice captains, delivered the 
thoughtful selection of items.  

Santa Walk

Our second charitable event began as a brief chat about participating in 
the Santa Walk to raise funds for the local branch of Cancer Research. 
The plan was widely supported by pupils, parents, friends in the village 
and the wider community and soon donations came flooding in. Pupils 
and staff donned Santa hats and set off in high spirits on Monday 21 
December. A heavy shower of hailstones did not dampen the enthusi-
asm and everyone finished the course! An astonishing £2110.50 has been 
raised for the charity. We can’t thank our supporters enough for their 
generous donations and encouraging words. What a way to end 2020!

Tong’s Terrific Tractor Trip

It is impossible to stop Santa as he is the world’s most famous key-
worker! Although the annual Christmas light switch on at the school 
was curtailed, Santa was determined to visit the children of Tong. After 
liaising with the Parent Council, the Grazings’ Committee and the Tong 
Recreation Association, Santa chugged around the village in a tractor 
decorated with lights for the special occasion. Santa had a gift for every 
child in the school and we are thankful he altered his plans to cheer eve-
ryone up. Amelia and Chloe wrote about the exciting event:

Spectacular Santa in a Tractor

On 1 December, it was a cold, wet, 
windy and dark night. On that 
night Santa came around Tong on 
the Isle of Lewis because he want-
ed to spread kindness. Tong School 
Parent Council organised the fun 
event. Santa did not have a fabu-
lous sleigh, he had a tractor instead.

We spoke to Daniel and Coinneach at Santa stop seven. 
Daniel said, ‘It is cold and I see lights. It must be Santa.’  
Coinneach said, ‘Wow, that is Santa!’

Gently, the tractor stopped at every house in Tong. 
The tractor moved slowly all around the village. 
Every child wore high-viz vests so Santa could 
see them. The children got a selection box each. 
Everyone felt astonished, jolly and special.  The chil-
dren hope Santa will come next year. The children 
wish to thank Santa for going around on the tractor.

Reported by Amelia, P4

Santa’s Joy to Children

On 1 December in Tong, a jolly man called Santa turned 
the lights on his tractor bringing joy to boys and girls. 
Two little elves decorated his tractor with lights and 
filled it with sweets. Tong Parent Council organised 
the amazing event. Before the lights came on it was as 
dark as a dungeon. The tractor skidded all around the 
village on the ice. The children wore high-viz vests to 
keep them safe. Santa did not leave a house behind. 

We spoke to Santa Claus, age 1744. He said, ‘I loved it 
and I want to do it again because the children of Tong 
are kind.’

The children felt amazing. ‘THANK YOU VERY 
MUCH’, they said to Santa.

Reported by Chloe Maclennan. P4

Nursery News

Lots of Christmas cheer was evident in the Sgoil Àraich 
during the month of December. The children enjoyed 

 Santa's twinkling tractor trip

Tong School
 A shower of hailstones 

didn't dampen our 
enthusiasm!

Ready, steady, 
go with a 
ho,ho,ho! 



Christmas CheerChristmas Cheer
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Christmas Board 

Well done to the P6/7 
pupils, ably assisted by Mrs Cheesman, who 
designed and painted a beautiful Christmas 
board which was displayed in the town centre along with colourful 
designs from other island schools. The design depicted Rudolph wearing 
a kilt and trying to ensure his unruly sheep kept a two-metre distance 
from each other! Imagine the excitement when we realised the board had 
been awarded joint third place in a competition organised by the Western 
Isles Lifestyle Lottery. The £25 prize was  a special Christmas bonus!

Là na Gàidhlig

Bha latha mìorbhaileach againn airson Là na Gàidhlig air Dimairt an 
17mh latha den An t-Samhain. Bha tòrr òraidean thairis air Vscene againn 
anns a mhadainn. Dh’èist sinn ri òraidean bho luchd-obrach bho Radio 
nan Gaidheal agus MG Alba. Bha seanair Daniel Pickard deònach bùth-
obrach a dhèanamh le GM 1 agus 2. Leugh e sgeulachd còmhla rinn agus 
chruthaich sinn beathaichean fon a mhuir. Cuideachd bha Miss Munro 
a’ leughadh sgeulachdan ri na clasaichean aig Miss Ferguson agus Mrs 

Cheeseman. Rinn sinn Quiz e-Sgoil agus 
dh’èist sinn ri Robert Robertson a bha a 
freagairt ceistean agus a bruidhinn mu 
dheidhinn cho cudromach sa tha Gàidhlig. 

We had a superb day to celebrate Là 
na Gàidhlig on Tuesday 17 November. 
We enjoyed various virtual sessions from 
those who work in the Gaelic world of 
work. We took part in various Gaelic lan-
guage activities and Mr Smith (Daniel's 
seanair) delivered a very interesting ses-
sion about the sea with GM 1-2. Miss 
Munro read Gaelic stories for the chil-
dren in the mainstream classes and they 
were delighted when they recognised 
some of the Gaelic vocabulary. Thank 
you to Miss Munro and Miss MacTaggart 
for organising such an interesting day.

Delivering the generous food bank donation

Delivering the generous food bank donation

 Mrs Cheesman 
has some willing 
helpers to hold 
up the new 
green 
flag

fun parties during which Santa left some gifts. He 
stayed safe by not entering the playrooms, but was 
kind enough to leave a gift for each child. The children 
participated in the ‘Santa Walk’ by changing it to a 
‘Tong Toddle’ and everyone had fun in the fresh air 
with friends.

School Christmas Lunch
Staff and pupils thoroughly enjoyed a delicious 
Christmas lunch, with the sticky toffee pudding being 
a particular favourite! We would like to thank all the 
staff who prepared and cooked such a lovely lunch.

Eco Excitement

There was a buzz of excitement in the air when it was 
announced that the school had been awarded our 
seventh green flag from Eco Schools Scotland. There is 
an enormous amount of work involved in maintaining 
the initiative and we 
thank Mrs Cheesman 
for gathering togeth-
er and submitting 
the evidence. We are 
particularly proud to 
have achieved another 
flag when completing 
projects has been chal-
lenging this year. Well 
done to pupils, staff, 
parents and friends of 
the school who help in 
a variety of ways. 

 Miss Munro accepting the large cheque on behalf of  Cancer Research

Eye-catching Christmas board 
GM 3-5 
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In May 2019, while helping to organise the 
follow-up to the Sandwick Iolaire Exhibition, 
in the Stornoway Historical Society premises 
in the Town Hall I answered the phone. The 
caller was a lady was from Devon, Mary 
Bray. She told me, that when clearing her 
mother’s possessions some time ago, she 
had found a letter in a box of ‘treasures’, 
which her mother had kept with her special 
keepsakes. The letter was written by a soldier 
from the Isle of Lewis to her mother in 1917. 
The soldier’s name was Duncan Murray and 
he was writing to thank Mary’s mother for 
a shirt he had received. She had made it in 
school and it was sent from there to him in 
a War Hospital in Bristol. Winifred Casely, 
Mary’s mother, was about twelve years old 
at the time.

Mary wanted to trace Duncan, and to return 
the letter to the island and to the letter-writ-
er’s family if possible. This all sounded really 
interesting and I said I would help. 

Mary quickly sent me Duncan’s letter and 
also a letter from Winnie’s teacher who had 
sent on the letter to her pupil. Her teacher 
wrote that the Matron of the War Hospital 
was ‘so grateful for the shirts’.  

Mary had contacted the Seaforth Highlanders 
to try and make some kind of connection 
and the information she had about Duncan 
was confirmed. She tried enquiring of local 
newspapers, to no avail. She phoned many 
Murrays and asked about relations with no 
luck.

Then, in January 2019, Mary saw the BBC 
Alba film about HMY Iolaire, commemorat-
ing the tragedy.  From that film she found 
out more about the island and the men who 
were in service in the First World War, and 
was further spurred on to continue the search 
which she had begun some years previously. 

The names of Murrays who had been 
lost on the Iolaire helped her, as she 
knew Duncan had said he had two 
brothers in the Navy in 1917.

Mary’s letter ended, 

‘I never gave up, as to me, this is tan-
gible history and extremely poignant 
and relevant. Anyway, here it is and I 
am just so glad I spoke to someone, at 
LAST! who was interested and able to 
help fulfil this mad desire of mine to 
find its rightful home, after all this time, 
1917–2019.’

So who was Duncan Murray, you are 
asking? From further research, Mary’s 
search was narrowed down to three 
Murray families, two on 
the West Side and one in 
Back. 

When I showed this information to Iain 
Murray, author of Gaisgich Sgìre a’ Bhac, 
he quickly worked out who the letter-
writer, Duncan Murray, was. Duncan 
was Donnachadh Aonghais Duinn, who 
having been with the Canadians dur-
ing the 1917–18 War, later emigrated 
to Montana, where he died at the age 
of 90 in 1977.

Iain subsequently visited Duncan’s niece, Kenina Graham at her home 51 Vatisker, 
and confirmed that Duncan was, in fact, her uncle; he was the brother of her 
mother, Mrs Mary Mackenzie (Bean Choinnich Thormoid). 

As Duncan wrote in his letter, he had three brothers: Angus (Aonghas Aonghais 
Duinn), who was in the RNR and also emigrated to Montana; Alexander (Ailig 
Aonghais Duinn), who was a sergeant in the RMB (Royal Marines Band) and then 
became a blacksmith locally; and William (Rob Aonghais  Duinn) who was tragically 
lost on HMY Iolaire, aged 21.

We hereby present to readers the letter written in 1917, which was returned to Back, 
102 years later.

A.T.

Winifred Casely, aged about 13, the  
recipient of Duncan Murray's letter

The Mystery of the 102 Year Old Letter

Miss Winnie Casily
Dear Miss Casily

Just a few lines to thank you for the very nice and comfortable shirt which you and your schoolmates have sent me. No 
wonder us boys feel like fighting when we are thought so much off. I have been in bed for the last two month with a 
broken thigh which I got from a machine gun bullet while in a bayonet charge near Lens. I am improving every day. 
But it gets awfull (sic) lonesome lying in bed so much. I am in the Canadian Army from Vancouver British Columbia. 
But my home is in Lewis Island Scotland. I’ve got three other brothers serving. Two in the Navy and one was wounded 
in Gallipoli over a year ago. Hope you are enjoying yourself. I like farming very much. I was a trapper and prospector 
in Canada up in the Yukon Territory. Very few white people up that far North. Mostly all Indian and Esquimos. Would 
like to tell you lots more about the frozen North but I am not much of a writer. Would like to hear you play the piano 
and would also like to see your paintings. You must excuse bad writing as its kind of hard to write while laying on my 
back. Give my thanks to your schoolmates and off course the most of my thanks are for you. 

Trusting this finds you in good health and having a good time. Would like to hear from you again soon.

Good Bye and Good Luck

Your Sincere Soldier Friend
L/Corp Duncan Murray

72nd Seaforth Highlanders Canadians
Ward 12 Beaufort War Hospital

Bristol       England

Bristol
17/8/17
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A 1980 interview with Mrs Effie Macleod (Effie Mhurchaidh Dearg, 28 Back)
So

lid
 G

ol
d My father was a piper in the Seaforths and was fight-

ing in the Boer war. You know a lot of boys from here 
fought in that war. Things were so bad here that they 
volunteered to join the Army to make a living and 
provide food for their families. Anyway, my father 
said several times he was never sure what that war 
was all about, as he always liked the local people 
out in Southern Africa and felt they were being very 
harshly treated by the British Empire. The South 
Africans liked our boys in Kilts. Now, I think my 
father was involved at the siege in Mafeking where 
Baden Powell commanded the Troops but I'm not 
sure of that. Anyway he became very friendly with a 
soldier from Shawbost on the West side of the Island. 
There was about seven or eight of them who could 
speak Gaelic. Although they were both from Lewis 
they had not known each other before the war. You 
know, we don't know everybody in Lewis! Many a 
night my father told me this story and I never got tired 
of hearing it! Towards the end of the war himself and 
his friend got separated from the rest of their platoon. 
You know the darkness comes down very quickly 
over there and they just found shelter for the night 
in an old shed near a place called Macarras Leap. I 
always wanted to go there but at my age now, my 
days for travelling are over…haha.  When day break 
came, the two of them were surrounded by wooden 
crates in the shed. Now, my father was always inquisi-
tive so he had a look in the crates before they left and 
found that one of the boxes was full of gold bars. It 
seems they had wandered into a gold mine as it was 
getting dark. I know it’s hard to believe, but that is 
the truth. Both my father and the Shawbost man put 
a gold bar in their rucksacks and headed away. Now 
whilst trying to get back to re-join the platoon, they 
came under gun fire. They had been spotted leaving 
the gold mine. Now, these bars were heavy so the first 
thing my father did was to dump his bar so he could 

run faster! It was slowing him down due to the weight 
of it. The Shawbost man said to my father he was 
going to take a chance and keep his. The two men got 
separated and never saw each other for the rest of the 
war. My father always thought the Shawbost man had 
been caught and probably killed. Anyway it was not 
long until the war finished and they were sent back to 
England on a converted passenger liner. It would have 
been a nice sail, but my father was terribly sea sick so 
he did not enjoy it at all.  Now when they got back 
to Southampton, my father was coming off the ship 
when he noticed the Siarach going down the gang-
way of the ship a few soldiers in front of him, with 
a very heavy rucksack! He seemed to be struggling 
with it. My father shouted to him in Gaelic, it was all 
Gaelic they spoke then you know. ‘You’re alive’, he 
shouted. Have you something heavy in your bag? The 
Shawbost man half turned round, hearing the Gaelic, 
smiled at my father and nodded his head. ‘Sand for 
the carrots’, he replied in Gaelic, you should have got 
some! My father was always convinced to the day he 
died that the Shawbost man had got the gold home. 
You know the man from Shawbost lived out his days 
as a bachelor in an old black house down near Loch a’ 
Bhaille, apparently in poverty. My father never asked 
him directly about the gold. He was like that. He 
never interfered in other people’s business. They occa-
sionally met each other at sheep sales, or on Cromwell 
Street and had a yarn. I am sure that man got the 
gold home with him to Lewis, but it didn’t change 
his life one bit. Probably there is a gold bar placed in 
a stone wall in an old blackhouse or out at the shiel-
ing on the west side of Lewis to this day. I often think 
what if my own father got a bar of gold home with 
him? I don't think it would have changed him either 
and we were better without it.  There you are now, 
what do you think of that? Let’s have a cup of tea.

their competitions have also now been put on hold (Back 
FC is currently sitting second in the league). Mata Trophy 
competition for the 13s coming up. In a statement on 
their Facebook page, the Lewis & Harris Youth Football 
Association said, ‘We understand with schools closed there 
is a greater level of anxiety but be assured that in partnership 
with staff at the all weather pitch there are strict protocols 
in place. There should be no pressure on anyone to play’.

Avian Flu Lockdown Affecting Local Egg Sales
Local egg sellers are reporting sales of their croft-gate eggs are 
down since the introduction of an Avian Influenza Protection 
Zone on 14 December. All bird keepers are currently legally 
required to keep their birds indoors or confined to a netted 
run, in order to protect them from wild birds that may be 
carrying the highly pathogenic H5N8 strain of avian flu.

Poultry keepers are advised to be vigilant for any signs 
of disease in their birds and to maintain good biosecurity, 
which includes keeping direct contact between poultry and 
wild birds to a minimum, including making sure feed and 
water is not accessible to wild birds. The Chief Veterinary 
Officers have said ‘We have not taken this decision lightly, 

but it is the best way to protect your birds from this highly 
infectious disease’. No case has yet been reported in Lewis. 

Local chicken-keepers would like to remind the public that, 
happily, you can’t catch bird flu by touching or eating eggs! 
Eggs remain a nutrient-rich source of quality protein, and 
raise levels of ‘good’ cholesterol. They are also an excellent 
source of Omega-3s.

There are various egg ‘honesty’ boxes dotted around the area 
from Tong to Gress. With an increase in feed prices and the 
extra costs and workload associated with keeping chickens 
indoors, small-scale producers are grateful for every sale and 
would like to thank their loyal customers for their valued 
support over the last year.

Trump Impeached for a Second Time
US President Donald Trump was on 13 January impeached for 
a second time—the first president ever to be impeached twice. 
This follows the riot, in which five people died, at the Capitol 
in Washington DC on 6 January, which he stands accused of 
inciting. A date for the trial is still to be set; meanwhile, on 20 
January, he was replaced as President by Joe Biden. Trump, 
whose mother hailed from Tong, could be barred from ever 
holding public office again.

Also in the News (continued from p. 6)



14

This article (and the two parts that will 
follow in subsequent issues) was writ-
ten during the coronavirus crisis and, 

accordingly, access to both the Stornoway 
Gazette and Highland News was not avail-

able, both of which most probably contain more 
information on the subject.

It is hard to believe that when the first day of 1921 dawned it was 
almost two years since the first land raids had taken place in Upper 
Coll and Gress, and that neither side had gained much satisfaction dur-
ing all that time. The raiders had left the farms, which was what Lord 
Leverhulme wanted, the Board of Agriculture was going to deal with 
land settlement, and many hoped that Leverhulme’s schemes would be 
restarted. Little did anyone know how much would take place before 
the year was out.

JANUARY

A few days before the end of 1920, meetings were held at Tolsta, Back 
and Tong to inform the people of the conditions laid down by Lord 
Leverhulme for his schemes to recommence. On 7 January the Aberdeen 
Press and Journal reported that ‘a resolution giving the required guar-
antee has been carried cordially at every meeting, and unanimously, 
with the single exception of Back, where there were nine dissenters’. 
Lord Leverhulme thanked the people for their support, considering 
that it only remained for Mr Munro and the Scottish Office to confirm 
the agreement on the terms he had stated earlier. There was no hint of 
any compromise there.

Towards the end of January came the news that the Secretary for 
Scotland and Lord Leverhulme had reached agreement for five farms 
to be broken up. The fact that all of these were in Uig must have 
brought little hope to the men of Back. One newspaper reported, ‘What 
effect this will have on the raiders in the Back district remains to be 
seen. It must be remembered that Dalbeg, the nearest of the five big 
farms, is 30 miles from Coll and Gress, while Mealista is some 60 miles 
distant…Whether the Back men will be offered holdings in Uig will 
in all likelihood depend on whether any are left after the men in the 
neighbourhood have been accommodated, but in any case it is highly 
improbable that they would accept’.

At the same time, Robert Munro, the Secretary for Scotland, had writ-
ten to Lord Leverhulme. He noted that all the raiders had left Coll 
and Gress and hoped therefore that Leverhulme would see his way to 
start up his schemes again. He also stated that if these schemes recom-
menced, he would give an undertaking, on behalf of the government, 
that no compulsory purchases of land would take place.

The situation as it stood was described in the Scotsman on 26 January. 
The correspondent described how the present position had developed, 

and then wrote that the undertaking by the 
government to arrange for a settlement was, 

in the view of the Coll and Gress 
men, now abandoned by the Board of 
Agriculture and the Government, and 
their settlement appears to be as far off 
as ever.

Apart from the promises of land and 
the undertaking above given, the land-
less men are of the opinion that no 
Government representative is entitled 
by a stroke of his pen to cancel Acts 
of Parliament which were deliberately 
passed for the benefit of their class. These 
Acts were won only after a very hard 
struggle, and the men concerned were 
entitled to expect that the law would be 
respected just as much as any law passed 
for the protection of landlords. They con-
tend that if the Government is entitled 
to disregard the law of the land in one 
case they are equally entitled to disre-
gard it in the other. They also feel that 
the resolutions passed at the meetings 
did not represent the landless class, as 
the meetings at which these resolutions 
were arrived at were largely attended 
by men who already held land, and who 
had no desire for further holdings. While 
these men have nothing to win from any 
land settlement schemes, there may be a 
possibility that they have something to 
gain from Lord Leverhulme’s schemes. 
Whatever the views of sections of the 
community, it is felt that on this occasion 
it is the duty of the Government to do 
something to implement its undertak-
ing to the landless men. Coll and Gress 
afford plenty of scope for the settlement 
of the men concerned without doing any 
substantial injury to Lord Leverhulme’s 
lands, and the men contend that neither 
of the farms is essential for his schemes.

MARCH 

In the second week of March, Angus Graham, 
71 Coll, on behalf of the Coll and Gress ex-
servicemen, wrote to Robert Munro stating 

The Land Raids, 1921
‘God gave land to the people, but he forgot to say that some-

one had intercepted the gift’ (Neil Maclean MP)

by Colin Tucker
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that it was their belief that when they quitted the land that 
the Board of Agriculture would proceed with their set-
tlement of the land. Mr Graham alleged that it had been 
discovered that no definite promise had been given by the 
Lord Advocate. Now that springtime had arrived, they 
wished to know what was going to be done. The letter also 
made reference to ‘privations which are being endured, 
and to the state of the houses which are mere hovels’. An 
appeal was made that Munro and the Government would 
see that they were provided with holdings. 

The Aberdeen Press and Journal of 11 March included an 
interesting paragraph which stated,

The landless ex-servicemen of Coll and Gress have 
written to Lord Leverhulme asking if there is a pos-
sibility of an agreement being reached between them 
and his lordship by which Gress farm would be left 
intact, and also Coll farm, with the exception of the 
portion to the south side of Angus River, on which 
they might be settled by the Board of Agriculture. 
They ask if Lord Leverhulme would grant them this 
portion, and continue with his development schemes.

It must be assumed that the ‘portion to the south side 
of the Angus River’ is the present Ghearraidh Ghuirm, 
which, according to the Ordnance Survey Six-inch and 
Twenty-five-inch maps, surveyed in 1895, was not settled 

at that time. One wonders what the present-day landscape 
would be like had this proposal been adopted. There does 
not appear to have been any response to the idea.

The Forward, a socialist newspaper published in Scotland 
from 1906 to 1959, printed a little-known snippet of infor-
mation on 26 March. The item read:

The secretary of the Highland land League at Greenock 
informs us that one of the Lewis ‘raiders’ was accom-
modated with a Government ‘house’ on his withdraw-
al from the seized land last Autumn. But on the 16th 
inst., during a gale, his ‘house’, nicknamed ‘Riverside 
View’, at Back, fell down about his ears, ‘with the 
result that his wife is suffering badly from a nervous 
breakdown, his son in hospital badly injured, himself 
houseless, and his few sticks of furniture, etc., badly 
destroyed’.

It added, ‘Government housing in Lewis seems about as 
reliable as Government promises’.

This article raises a number of questions. Who was the 
‘raider’? Where was ‘Riverside View’? What kind of 
building was it? Were any other raiders, or other people, 
given similar houses? 

To be continued.
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and also for young players, as he was keen that 
a high standard of piping be maintained in the 
islands.

Iain Murdo competed for all the top prizes 
when service would allow and was said to 
have single-handedly shaken up the solo pip-
ing world by delivering a round style of reel 
playing, exemplified in his own composition, 
‘The Ness Pipers’, which was one of the most 
popular tunes with pipers and pipe bands 
in the late 1970s and early 1980s. Other great 
compositions by Morrison include the jig ‘Flora 
MacIsaac’ and the hornpipe ‘Arthur Gillies’.  
His Gaelic heritage shone through in all aspects 
of his playing

Iain Murdo’s list of achievements include that 
he won the Highland Society of London’s 
Gold Medal at the Northern Meeting in 
Inverness in 1969, playing the’ Lament for the 
Viscount of Dundee’. His greatest years on 
the boards were in 1981–1982, when he won 
just about every contest he entered, includ-
ing the Clasp at Inverness, the Silver Chanter 
and the Glenfiddich Championship, where he 
was the winner of the MSR in 1979 and 1980, 
winning the overall trophy in 1980. He was 
twice the lone piper at the Royal Edinburgh 
Military Tattoo, and regularly played for Queen 
Elizabeth II and Queen Elizabeth, the Queen 
Mother, perhaps most memorably at Queen 
Elizabeth II’s silver jubilee celebrations in 1977 
in Edinburgh.  His playing was characterised 
by a superb musicality seldom equalled and 
never bettered, except perhaps by his mentor, 
P/M MacLeod. Since retiring from solo piping, 
Iain Murdo was a frequent judge at elite solo 
piping competitions.

Sadly, history was to repeat itself when Iain 
Murdo lost his own father, Iain Eona, to drown-
ing, off the rocks at Gress in 1982.  This is when 
Iain Murdo made the decision to retire to 
Lewis after completing 22 years of service.  He 
took on the tenancy of the croft at 56 Back, and 
built the family home, which became a very 
hospitable home, where a warm welcome was 
assured and home baking was always on hand, 
which Iain would claim was his own!   

Iain Murdo was soon appointed as a travelling 
piping tutor in Lewis schools. He held this post 
for over 20 years. He put a huge amount of 
effort into his students but expected the same 
in return, especially from youngsters he knew 
had natural musical talent.  The fact that pipers 
travelled from across the globe to experience 
his teaching demonstrates the high regard he 
was held in. He always wanted to do his best 
for his pupils and never charged for lessons as 
he had never had to pay for tuition himself and 

Pipe Major Iain Murdo Morrison, 56 
Back died suddenly on 17 December 
2020 after a short period of ill health. 

Iain Murdo was a Pipe-Major with 
the Queen’s Own Highlanders, and 
rose to prominence in the 1960s as 
one of the world’s great pipers of 
the twentieth century.  He was a 
celebrated exponent of the Highland 
bagpipe tradition. Yet, he was also 
a very much loved husband, dad, 
granddad and brother.

Iain Murdo was a son to John (Eona) 
Morrison and Catriona Iain'an oig 

Macdonald. He was born during the Second World War at 50 Coll, and 
lived for a time at 22 Coll before his family moved to 18 Broadbay View, 
Back. There, Iain Murdo, Cathie Ann and Joey had a very happy child-
hood. They were one of the first families to settle in the newly built 
scheme in the 1950s. Iain's mother would go on to live there for over 60 
years, enjoying relatively good health to the end, which came in 2017. Mrs 
Morrison was a saintly old lady who was a blessing to anyone who came 
into contact with her.

However, to find out who the real Iain Murdo Morrison was, we have to 
go back to a dark morning on 1 January 1919. Some 280 service men were 
returning to Lewis from the First World War on the Admiralty yacht Iolaire. 
The ship floundered with a huge loss of life, within sight of Stornoway. 
Iain's grandfather, Iain an Nis, 44 years of age and living at 10 Coll, was 
among 201 men who lost their lives that bleak morning. He left Iain 
Murdo's grandmother a widow, with eight fatherless children, including 
Iain’s own father. The effect on the islands was profound and has lasted to 
this day. The effect on the Morrison family was immense.  Only a genera-
tion later, Iain Murdo was born into this family. This undoubtedly must 
have shaped him as a young boy—shaped the man and his music.

Many of you will remember Iain Murdo as the world-class piper that 
he was. As a young boy he was tutored by Pipe Major Donald MacLeod 
(Swank), a retired Pipe Major of the Seaforth Highlanders and veteran of 
World War 1. Iain as a young man wanted to join the Merchant Navy but 
his father insisted he join the army and so he left home to join the Queens 
Own Highlanders Regiment in 1963 aged 17 years. He went on to enjoy 
a successful and distinguished career and became one of the youngest 
Pipe Majors of the Queens Own Highlanders in 1976.  His Army service 
took him to many countries and conflicts, completing five tours of duty 
in Northern Ireland, which he said were the most difficult postings of his 
career as he experienced the loss of many colleagues, including a well-
loved Commanding Officer.

While studying for his Pipe Major course, Iain Murdo contacted Pipe Major 
Donald Macleod MBE (‘Wee Donald’) for help in understanding piobai-
reachd, also known as ceòl mòr. He didn’t receive formal lessons from Wee 
Donald, but they exchanged cassette tape recordings where the music was 
taught through canntaireachd, a way of teaching piobaireachd through 
vocalised syllables.  However, he would make a point of visiting the maes-
tro whenever he could. He soaked up everything from ‘the wee man’. He 
became devoted to Donald’s way of playing and would often compete with 
new tunes the great composer was producing at the time.

It was in Wee Donald’s memory that Iain instituted the prestigious Donald 
Macleod MBE Memorial Competition, a competition designed to bring the 
very best pipers to his native isle for the benefit of the piping community, 

Obituary: Pipe Major Iain Morrison
1945–2020

 Pipe Major Iain M. Morrison
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‘Piping has lost a master player, a man who truly had the gift.’

Iain Morrison…piobaire gu deireadh a latha

A family friend.

We are also grateful to Robert Wallace at the Piping Press (www.
pipingpress.com) for allowing LATN to reprint parts of his tribute 

in this obituary.

Some Tributes

‘Immensely saddened by this news. As a child I spent every 
summer in Out End Coll, Lewis, and had a couple of spells at 
Back Primary School. Iain was one of my childhood friends 
and I visited both his parent’s house (Swedish Houses) many 
times and, more frequently, his grandparents house (Tigh 
Haffey) in Out End Coll, which was literally across the road 
from my grandparents. Among the many escapades that 
unfettered island kids get up to, we often played a game we 
called stones (clachan), which consisted of the players trying 
to throw stones (large seaside cobbles) into small holes cut in 
the turf—a bit like French boules. Spent many happy days 
in Iain’s company squabbling and competing as kids do. As 
a child Iain was a smashing accordion player and I loved to 
hear him play, something he was always happy to do. I always 
enjoyed his playing immensely and thought he sounded just 
like the wireless. I have to say I was less than pleased when 
his father insisted that he practised his chanter. Fortunately 
his father’s wishes prevailed and he went on to become what 
everyone knows—a fine world-class piper. A lovely guy who 
made his mark on the world and he will be fondly and forever 
remembered by those who were fortunate enough to know 
him.

Kenneth Angus Morrison

‘Iain showed me kindness and generosity, providing me with 
support for over 30 years, both as a teacher and friend for 
which I shall be eternally grateful. He was an exceptional 
piper, teacher and man who I feel privileged to have known 
and I will miss him greatly’.

Neil Smith (Point and Glasgow)

wanted to pass on the gift that is evident in his son Iain’s 
musical talent.  

Iain was intensely proud and protective of his own children 
Catherine, Donalda and Iain Jnr, and loved to talk about his 
grandchildren Amy, Eona, Uist and Eilan.  He was inter-
ested in the garden and grew lovely strawberries which, 
due to his kindness, family and friends would also enjoy. A 
former head of music at the Nicolson Institute remembers 
Iain's strawberries with fondness. He was also keen on 
angling. Iain and Flora did everything together. They did 
the garden, they shopped, and they made jam. You always 
referred to Iain and Flora.

In the end Iain's health deteriorated quickly. He had spells 
in hospital in Stornoway, Inverness and Glasgow, and 
although it was hoped he would pull through, he passed 
away on a grey Thursday afternoon in the Western Isles 
Hospital.

Iain was buried alongside his forebears in Gress cemetery. 
As the piper, former student James Mackenzie, played the 
Spiocaireachd Iasgaich Piobaireachd, the sound of the eternal 
surge of the sea blended in complete harmony with the 
drones, the melody being reminiscent of an ancient Gaelic 
Coronach. 

The many tributes for Iain Murdo echo that he was an unas-
suming, humble, lovely gentleman who made his mark 
on the world and will be fondly and forever remembered 
by those who were fortunate enough to know him. The 
inscription on his grandfather's gravestone, not far from his 
own resting place, is also applicable to Iain Murdo…’He 
was loyal to us, but God thought best and took him from 
his sorrowing family’.

Time is a healer for friends and neighbours. For Flora, 
Catherine and Iain, Donalda and Gus, Iain and Joanna and 
their families life will never be the same. But they have the 
memories, the wonderful tunes and the intimate moments 
to recall. They knew and loved him; he loved them and 
would have given the world for them.

Iain with one his protégés, a young James Mackenzie 

 Iain Oscar Mackenzie, Iain Morrison (Eona) and Iain Murdo taken 
and contributed by John Norman Mackenzie at Broadbay View
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Football Association Concert
All the artistes were in fine fettle at The Lewis Football Association’s 
concert at Back last Friday. The same cast (with the exception of 
Annetta Maclean, a well-known member of the Govan Gaelic Choir, 
who was guest artiste for the evening) had given concerts before, but 
never have any risen to such heights as they did on Friday, when 
they showed that they are truly representative of the best that Lewis 
can offer in Gaelic entertainment.

There was an abundance of quality and variety in the programme 
which went with clock-work precision under the competent chair-
manship of Torquil Macleod, recently re-elected President of the 
Association for a third term.

Cailleach an Deacoin, making her first appearance after hibernating 
for some months, seemed imbued with the freshness and vitality of 
spring, for she was as vigorous as ever in insisting on the claims of 
women to political recognition.

Spaidsear (‘young Finlayson’) was also in fine form. He has lost none 
of the touch that made him the foremost Gaelic comedian in the isles. 

It was Duncan Maclean, Bragar, however, who stole the limelight 
and evoked the vociferous applause of an appreciative audience. In 
a recent report it was remarked that he was certainly in the first flight 
of Lewis singers, and he certainly confirmed that impression. 

Donald Macleod (Arnol) also made a welcome return to his best 
form. In his touching rendering of sentimental songs such as ‘Gillean 
Uidhist’, and ‘An am bhi fagal Ghlaschu’, he makes his greatest 
appeal and gets at the very hearts of his hearers.

The Macarthur Brothers, with their sprightly puirt a beul, have for 
some time now established themselves as the most skilful exponents 
we have of this difficult art. John obliged by singing solo with his 
usual ease and pleasantness of voice. The popular DW Matheson of 
Brue, the youngest member of the party, sang in the first half of the 
programme only, and did remarkably well in spite of having a bad 
cold—and well enough to warrant the expectation that a promising 
future lies ahead of him.

The three young girls, Peigi Mairi Matheson (Back), Joan Mackenzie 
(Shader, Point) and Katie M Morrison (Borve) have their own legions 
of admirers and not because of their singing alone! All of them were 

outstanding, with Peigi Mairi having what little edge there was on 
this occasion.

Joan Mackenzie created something of a record by singing in the 
Sandwick and Back Halls at concerts the same evening. She had also 
been asked to sing for the Point party who were at Carloway, but 
although she is ubiquitous she is not omnipresent, and unfortunately 
five years will elapse before the first helicopter for use in the isles will 
be made available. But Joan will go places long before then.

The Late Mrs Maclean, Zelanda

News of the death of Mrs Dugald Maclean, Zelanda, Back on 8th 
February, came as a shock to her friends in Glasgow, where she was 
well-known. In recent years declining powers had slowed down the 
agility of this once vivacious and active lady, but none of her friends 
suspected that the end was so near. 

Coming to Lewis in the early thirties from Glasgow, where their 
home had been since the turn of the century Mr and Mrs Maclean 
settled down to rural life at Back, where they soon endeared them-
selves to the people by a genius for attracting and retaining friends. 
Mr Maclean, a Glasgow Gael, whose forbears hailed from Eilean 
Cholla, had just then retired from the position of Superintendent, 
Head Post Office, in the city.

A woman of keen intelligence, vivid imagination and warm sym-
pathies, Mrs Maclean was unusually active, intensely alert, kind-
hearted and open-m,inded in all her contacts with people. Too 
quick-witted and transparently honest herself, she had no time for 
humbug; but those who enjoyed her friendship held her in the high-
est esteem as a lady of inestimable strength of character in whose 
nature there was nothing sordid or selfish. By her passing this world 
is so much the poorer.

To her husband, now alone, and to all her kinsfolk, the deep sym-
pathy of all neighbours and friends will be readily extended in their 
time of bereavement and mourning.

Cairistiona Chalum Gillies, as she was known among her own people 
was a native of Shawbost, but she had learnt to love the shores of 
Broadbay and on Saturday, 10th, inst, her remains were laid to rest 
in Gress cemetery. MM.

Back in Time February 1951
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e The New Year has started well for the Community 
Council with news of successful applications to the 
Crown Estate monies administered by Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar. 

The successful applications were for a Community 
polycrub, which will hopefully be sited close to the 
Community Hut. It is hoped that members of the 
community will help with the erection of the poly-
crub and will become involved in growing a variety 
of plants once the current restrictions allow this kind 
of initiative to go ahead.

Money was also made available for a development 
worker within the community. This post will be 
shared with Tong and should help both communi-
ties to plan for future developments and to apply for 
funding for projects in both areas.

Working with Brevig Harbour Users Group, funding 
was also secured for improvements to the harbour 

area. Owing to the large number of applications for 
funding, this project did not receive the full amount 
requested but it is still hoped that more money may 
become available in the future to enable all the plans 
to be carried out over the next few years.

The Community Council is grateful to our local 
Councillors—Donald Crichton, Calum Maclean and 
John A. Maciver—for their help and support with 
these applications and more generally in all that we 
try to do.

Meetings continue to take place online due to the 
current situation and our next meeting will be on 
Tuesday 9 February at 7.30pm. If you would like to 
join this meeting please email me macinnescathy@
gmail.com and I will send the joining instructions. 
If you can’t attend the meeting but would like to 
be involved in any of the projects above or in the 
Community Council more generally please get in 
touch by email: macinnescathy@gmail.com
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24 February 1883
DESTITUTION IN LEWIS
Free Gaelic Manse, Greenock,
February 22, 1883

SIR — In your editorial to-day on Dr 
Cameron’s Seed Advances Bill, you 
have taken occasion to make very 
severe, and I hold, unfounded, reflec-
tions on Lewis men, to which I hope 
you will permit me, as a Lewis man, 
to advert for a little. You have found-
ed your homily on a statement from 
a letter of Mr John Munro Mackenzie 
of Mornish, which certainly, if only it 
were true, afforded ample scope for 
the most damaging reflections. Mr 
Mackenzie’s letter I have not seen: but 
his statement, as quoted in your arti-
cle, is “that a Lewis man would rather 
starve himself and his family than 
work a day for fair remuneration’. 
Now, sire, I, though a Lewis man, 
am no more an advocate of laziness 
than Mr Mackenzie is. I have never 
known luxury, if luxury it is; nor do 
I suppose I would find it agreeable 
should I try it. But such a statement 
as that of Mr Mackenzie is so utterly 
baseless, contrary to the fact, and so 
grossly exaggerated, that I marvel a 
gentleman of his position, and from 
whom I would expect honourable 
dealing, should have ever commit-
ted himself to it. Merely to state it, is 
to expose the baselessness of it. Will 
anyone believe that Lewis men have 
always lived on charity, and have 
spent an existence of sleep semi-con-
sciousness, with their hands in their 
pockets, except when the pangs of 
hunger awoke them to the necessary 
effort of going to Mr Mackenzie or 
his successors in the factor’s office for 
a dole of oatmeal, or other necessary 
of life? No other conclusion than that 
can be drawn from such a sweeping 
general statement as Mr Mackenzie is 
said to have made, that in the Lewis, 
with its population of 22,000, some 
specimens of the genus indolent 
(Bradypus humanas) may be found, as 
in every such large community, may, 
I suppose, be taken for granted. But 
that such is the general character of 
the people, or that they are so void of 

the common feelings of our humanity 
as to prefer starvation for themselves 
and their families rather than work 
a day’s work for fair remuneration, 
is an utterly unfounded statement, 
yea more, an unmitigated slander. 
The very opposite is the truth, and 
hence, when work was to be found 
on the Lewis estate, these men did 
work, and work vigorously, for a 
miserable remuneration, and never 
troubled others for charity; and were 
such work now to be had, miserable 
as the remuneration generally given 
is, the cry of their need would never 
have been heard outside the Lewis. I 
know what that remuneration was in 
Mr Mackenzie’s time, and what it still 
is, and I have no hesitation in saying 
that it never came within the remot-
est reach of anything that should be 
called ‘fair remuneration’. All such 
writing and speaking, therefore, are 
nothing less than slander upon an 
industrious and high-principled peo-
ple, and that at a time when, under an 
afflictive dispensation of Providence, 
they have need of generous help and 
sympathy, and not of closing against 
them, by such statements as these, the 
hearts and purses of those who can 
help them. I wholly dispute the accu-
racy of your statement that the ‘afflu-
ent wealth of Sir James Matheson was 
freely poured out to meet the crofters’ 
deficiencies’ at any time in the form 
of charity, and this encouraged and 
perpetuated the alleged native lazi-
ness of the Lewis people. That the 
late Sir James Matheson did much 
for the Lewis in giving employment 
on a large scale for many years, and 
especially during the most necessi-
tous period of 1846–49, I gratefully 
allow; but that any part of the large 
sums spent was given in the form of 
charity, or without the quid pro quo 
of hard labour in trenching, drain-
ing, and other works connected with 
the estate, I do not believe. I am, 
however, open to correction. But I 
am convinced that the late Sir James 
Matheson was by far too wise a man 
to give away such large sums as 
£33,000 and £4000 in mere charity, 
when the recipients of it could have 
given some return in useful work 
for the estate, either in improving 
their own crofts or in reclaiming 
waste land for the estate. I believe 

the money was so spent, and while 
benefiting the estate, did also merci-
fully relieve the necessities of the peo-
ple. Indiscriminate or foolish charity, 
then, never encouraged laziness on 
the part of the Lewis people, nor has 
the charge itself a shadow of founda-
tion. Let work be given within reach 
of these people, even at the miserable 
remuneration generally given, and 
idleness will be an unknown quantity 
on the part of all who need to work. 
Their present sufferings have arisen 
from no fault of their own. They are 
the result of a series of adverse cir-
cumstances over which they had no 
control. You ask the question near the 
close of your article—‘Is there no per-
manent remedy for these recurring 
periods of famine?’ Yes, a very simple 
and easy one. Let the people have 
the land lying fallow under sheep 
and deer, which they are willing to 
cultivate, and for which they are will-
ing to pay even a higher rent than the 
present holders, and such ‘recurring 
periods of famine’ will be unknown. 
But as long as the people are bundled 
together as at present on the bleak-
est and most sterile portions of the 
soil, while the best of it is given up to 
sheep and deer, such periods of fam-
ine may be expected in the future as 
in the past. There are only two ways 
in which such periods can be avert-
ed—either give the land more largely 
to the people, or send the people off 
the land. The latter experiment will, I 
suspect, be found rather difficult for 
the future.—I am, &c.

MURDOCH MACASKILL

[If Mr Macaskill’s defence of Lewis men 
is no better founded than his proposal for 
their relief is wise, they are in a bad way. 
If men cannot make a living out of all the 
land they can cultivate, what is the use of 
giving them more land? By putting land 
into the hands of the poor people, you do 
not give them capital to work it; and if 
you did, the land would not pay except 
as a sheep run. The broad assertions of 
Mr Macaskill on this point are most 
misleading. They are made regardless 
of climatic and other conditions which 
are the essence of the matter. He, it is 
pretty clear, would make Lewis a second 
Connaught. His last sentence is worth of 
the Land League.] 

Also in the News…24 February 1893, Destitution in Lewis
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to quite a few (and he 
is yet to find the ones I 
kept from last year), but 
a girl needs a hobby and 
I remind him that Monty 
would understand and 
no doubt encourage me. 
Looking at the garden at 
this time of year can be a 
bit depressing, but imag-
ining it in flower and scent does improve the mood. If you have a few 
trays of seeds starting to come to life on the kitchen windowsill it reas-
sures us that spring is coming. If you have not grown from seed before 
try some winter lettuce or beetroot and use a bit of compost or even gar-
den soil in a mushroom tray. Keep it moist somewhere light and you will 
be amazed at how quickly they come up. If you have children at home 
something like a few chilli seeds grow into beautiful plants or, even bet-
ter, scrape a few seeds out when you are cutting up a tomato, pop  two 
into each section of an egg carton that you have filled with soil and you 
will be amazed at how quickly they come up. Thin out the weaker of the 
two and pot on to a larger pot when the seedlings have four leaves. So, 
go on, plant something and dream of vegetable and flowers…but 
no dreaming of Monty: he is already spoken for!

Right now, the days are short, cold, and 
mostly damp, and sometimes the will to go 
for a bracing walk, even if allowed, is pretty 
weak and the desire to sit in the warm over-
rules that bit of you that thinks exercise is 
great (or is that just me?).

What I do like to do is prepare for the 
spring and I do that with the other man in 
my life, Monty Don. Yes, there are three of 
us in this marriage. I watch the gardening 
programmes avidly and have all of Monty’s 
books and to him I turn when my plans start 
for the summer and my garden. Can you 
beat a seed catalogue? I remember the far-off 
days when I read the women’s magazines 
and made notes on makeup and fashion 
advice. Now, it’s a catalogue offering organic 
or show-quality bean seeds that sets the old 
pulse (no pun intended) going. Andrew did 
look surprised at the amount of sweet pea 
seed packets that recently arrived…okay 15 
seeds to a packet and 30 packets does equate 

Nature’s Diary

As part of the Connecting Scotland project, Western Isles Libraries have been allocated a number of Chromebook 
laptops.  These are to be gifted to digitally excluded families with children and care leavers up to the age of 26 years. 
TSI Western Isles can support groups and organisations to apply for these – please contact Suzanne Macaulay,  
suzanne@volunteercentrewi.org or for more information or visit www.tsiwi.org  

The project aims to reach as many digitally excluded people as possible across the whole of the Western Isles. The 
current focus is for families with children, including single parents and expectant mothers, however, individuals 
who are isolated, disabled, elderly and vulnerable, low income families/individuals who might benefit can also 
register interest. 

The eligibility criteria are:

 digitally excluded – do not have an appropriate device and/or are not connected to the internet at home; AND  
 on low incomes so cannot afford to buy a device or pay for internet access;  

 and ARE EITHER 
 households with children or where a child is normally resident (this includes pregnant women with no child in 
the household): OR
 care leavers up to the age of twenty-six (in line with eligibility for aftercare support)

Getting online will help individuals access public services, support learning and training, help find or maintain 
work and provide resilience in the event of further lockdowns.    

Library staff can help with the initial set-up of devices, short induction and on-going advice, but your services/staff 
would need to be responsible for the actual gifting/handing-out of the devices to those put forward.

You can download a Connecting Scotland application form at www.tsiwi.org and return to Kathleen Milne, 
Libraries Manager kathleen.milne@cne-siar.gov.uk

Connecting Scotland Project
Western Isles Libraries and Third Sector Interface encourage people to sign up 

for Chromebooks and digital support

C.H.
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It’s the start of a New Year and with 
every New Year comes new resolutions, 
or the old ones that you make every 
year and still haven’t achieved? Me too. 
The most common resolutions are: (1) 
to exercise more; (2) to lose weight; and 
(3) to improve diet. This highlights not 
only how much we value our health, but 
also how it concerns us. Consequently, I 
have been asked to write a health and 
wellness column. So, where does one 
begin on her quest to better educate 
readers and promote healthy living?

I begin where I believe many of you 
may begin 2021: ‘I want to lose weight’. 
Our resolutions are often based on or 
revolve around loss, which can lead to a 
loss of any motivation. I encourage you 
to make 2021 the year of gaining and not 
losing. Focus on gaining better fitness, 
strength, mobility, more sleep, time to 
yourself, self-confidence and happiness. 

Make your goals for 2021 SMART: spe-
cific, measurable, achievable, relevant 
and time-bound. 

S – State exactly what you 
want to achieve. Why? How? ‘I want to improve my fitness by walking 
across Coll beach every day, using the Coll Centre gym twice a week and sign-
ing up to one weekly fitness class.’

M – Measure your goal so that you know you’re making progress, e.g. track-
ing your step count on your phone and aiming to reach 8000 steps a day. 

A – Make your goals realistic. Maybe 5000 is challenging enough for your 
capability? Or 10,000?

R – Set goals that are relevant to your personal life. Consider how improved 
fitness will impact and benefit you. For example, gaining enough stamina to go 
golfing with friends or climbing up a flight of stairs without feeling breathless. 

T – Set a timeframe (e.g. from 25 January to 25 March) that is appropriate and 
gives you enough time to achieve what you want.  

Set a goal you believe you are capable of achieving and you will have a bet-
ter chance of succeeding. For example, if you are capable of walking 8000 
steps a day and have a nice route to walk or someone to walk with this will 
motivate you to brave the winter weather, shove on your survival suit and 
get those steps in. If this behavioural change is powerful enough (i.e. you 
become more determined to walk 8000 steps a day because you notice you 
have more energy, or it helps you sleep at night) you will start to favour the 
new behaviour rather than staying indoors in the warmth, putting on your 
PJs and watching the TV. 

Here’s to gaining a happier and healthier New Year.

Instagram: @eleanormairismith

This issue sees us welcome a new columnist, Eleanor Smith, who will be keep-
ing us informed on all matters health and well-being. Eleanor is currently 
studying for an MSc in physiotherapy, having already been awarded a BSc in 
Physiology and Sports Science. As well as playing for Partick Thistle WFC, 
she is a level 2 gym instructor and level 3 personal trainer, and also does sports 
massage. She is currently studying at home in Tong, running online classes 
from home and has recently joined the Sandwickhill Studio team. 

How to Make Your New Year Resolutions...and Stick to Them

Health        and        Wellness         
with          LNR

2021 is looking exciting for Tong and we want you to be 
part of it! 

We have been lucky enough to secure funding for some 
amazing projects and we are looking for some enthusiastic 
individuals with a passion for the community to help us 
bring them to life. The TRA relies full on volunteers and 
we need support to keep our vibrant community growing. 

So, what are these amazing projects?

Community Growing Project

Do you have a passion for gardening and growing, or 
maybe just a desire to get involved?  This is a fantastic 
opportunity to meet like-minded people in your area and 

help develop an empty piece of land into 
a fantastic community space open to all. We want 
this to be an opportunity for people to share and learn 
new skills, bring people together and create a unique new 
project for Tong. 

Skate Park

Calling all tweens and teens this is one for you. We are 
building a new skatepark in Tong and we want your input. 
Don’t stand on the side lines, be part of the change, share 
your ideas and help us make it YOUR Skate Park.

Whether you can help once, occasionally or regularly every 
minute of your time will be appreciated. Get in touch with 
our Chair Kathryn Lamont Smith on kathrynannlamont@
gmail.com or email tongcentre@gmail.com

Tong Recreation Association
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MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Dr. D. M. MacRae

Dr. Donald Mackenzie 
MacRae, C.B.E., M.D., 
C.M., F.R.G.S., an author-
ity on tropical diseases, 
died recently in hospital 
at Devizes at the age of 
84.

Born at Gress, Stornoway, 
Dr. MacRae was educat-
ed at Knock and Lurebost 
[sic.] Schools, Stornoway, 
Glasgow University, 
and University College, 
Bristol. For two years 
at the end of the last 
century he was a sur-
geon in the Castle Mail 
Steamship Company. He 
then became resident 
surgeon at the Provincial 
Hospital, Port Elizabeth, 
South Africa, after which 
he came back to England 
as senior assistant medi-
cal officer at the Wiltshire 
Asylum, now Roundway 
Hospital, Devizes. He 
returned to South Africa 
as a civil surgeon in 
the South African Field 
Force and was awarded 
the Queen’s medal, with 
three clasps. In 1903 he 
became a surgeon-cap-
tain in the Bechuanaland 
Protectorate Police, 
and was promoted 
surgeon-major in 1915. 
He became the princi-
pal medical officer for 
the Beuchuanaland 
Protectorate in 1917. He 
was later medical offic-
er to the Protectorate 
Section, South African 
Railways, and a mem-
ber of the Malarian 
Commission, South 
African Railways, 
Mafeking to Victoria 
Falls.

He married Edith Muriel 
Phipps, daughter of 
Canon Frederick Phipps, 
who was vicar of St. 
Peter’s Church, Devizes, 
for 33 years, in 1915. 
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The above photo was taken in May 1975 outside 52 Vatisker, the home of James Murray (Seumas a' 
Ghobha). This was during the Scottish football league's close season and it allowed Andy Gray the 
opportunity to come home for a few days to visit his grandfather. Andy at that time was a striker with 
Dundee United and was sufficiently well-known that the school pupils from Gress and Tolsta on board 
Bus Uilleim Shandaidh stopped off at no.52 to acquire an autograph and pose for this group photo. 
Some passers-by from Back are also in the picture. 

Those that can be identified are:

Gress: Fergie and Amanda Left; Puffet and Mary Ann a' Phrem; Cloudy; Iain Murray (Post Office); 
Martin Swannie; Innes 
Macleod; Alan Jackson; 
Chriselle, Lena and D.A. 
MacDonald

Tolsta: Etta Buchanan; Mabel 
Murray; Sandy Murray; 
Margaret MacDonald; 
Margaret Maclean; Tina 
MacDonald; Anne Maciver; 
Joan Love; Joan Maciver; 
John Angus Murray

Back: Ishbel Uilleam Bhast; 
Margaret Mary Nèill 
Sheumais; Kareen, Donald 
and Martin Macleod 
(Nullaig)

Later that year Andy 
moved to Aston Villa where 
he was awarded the PFA 
Young Player of the Year 
and the PFA Players' Player 
of the Year, a unique feat 
at the time, that would 
subsequently be matched 
by Cristiano Ronaldo and 
Gareth Bale. In 1979 Andy 
entered the Guinness Book 
of Records as the most 
expensive British foot-
baller following his trans-
fer to Wolverhampton 
Wanderers for £1.5 million. 

Over the years Andy has 
made several visits home 
to Lewis, most notably 
to open the newly mod-
ernised Sports Centre in 
Upper Coll in 1994. 

Star Footballer Visits VatiskerStar Footballer Visits Vatisker
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Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office

20 Kenneth Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2DR

Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767

Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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Big Blue: Organic Cotton Clothing

In December, Tong-based artist Laura Maynard 
launched her new business, Big Blue Hebrides. 
Artist, screen printer and surfer Laura, who has 
previously featured in our ‘Artist in Residence’ 
series, wanted to create clothing with an envi-
ronmentally conscious ethos. A self-proclaimed 
‘non-fashionista’, she wanted to make clothes that 
would be comfy and cosy, but with a connection 
to and sense of place in the Hebrides. 

Her debut collection, now available to buy online, 
features a selection of hoodies, sweatshirts, t-shirts 
and ‘one-offs’. 

All Big Blue garments are made from organic 
cotton, grown without using pesticides, insecti-
cides and herbicides. Water-based inks are used, and not environmentally 
harmful plastisol ones. All packaging is eco-friendly, made from recyclable, 
biodegradable and plastic-free sustainably sourced paper, and is entirely 
carbon neutral. Labels are made with recycled paper and recycled, repur-
posed cotton. Prices start from £28 (www.bigbluehebrides.com).

Big Blue

 Hugo Macleod from 3 Coll
Meet Maybel Moo, a  calf who was rejected by her mother and became a giant pet! When she is big enough, she will be able to join the bigger cows in her herd.

 This is Jett, who enjoys sitting in the bathroom 
sink! He loves climbing 
and running around. He is a nice addition to the Anderson family in Coll. James (10) and Amy (8) love playing with him.

Pet 
Corner

Hogmanay may not have been the same 
for most of us this time round, as we 
were told to stay at home and celebrate 
in our own households, but life does 
go on, as these Suffolk twins prove! 
Arriving on Hogmanay at 8 Coll, the 
male and female siblings are doing well 
in the barn keeping cosy with mum and 
sheltering from the cold weather. 

Hogmanay 
Happiness

 This is Jess, a collie pup. Both Jess and Maybel Moo

                            belong to Lauren Howard, Coll.
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 L–R:  Unknown, Ishbel  Murray (Ishbel  
a’ Bhrùnaich), Calum Iain a’ Bhrùnaich. Can 
anyone identify the man on the left? Please 

email us at latneditor2@outlook.com

 Dashing gentlemen. L–R: George Beaton, Norman 
Macritchie and Angus Murray.

L–R: Oighrig Anna Phedan  
Campbell (nee Beaton) 51 Back; Mairi a' 

Bhuiligan MacMillan 53 Back; Katie Anne 
Gheadaidh Murray (nee MacIver) 48 Back. 

Brevig Regatta Raft Race 2001

L–R: Mark Macdonald (Coll); John Mackenzie 
(Back); Scott Macleod (Lighthill); Norman Matheson 
 (Coll).
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Outend Coll, L–R: Anna agus Marina le John Neil  
and Murchadh Fiadh.  

 Taken in Outend Coll, L–R: Catherine Ann and Iain 
George le Dodo agus Nan (Back), Anna agus Marina le 
John Neil, agus Ettann agus Murchadh Fiadh leis a’ bhò.

Back group taken at the Cabarfeidh  
wedding reception of Murdo Mackay and 

Karina MacArthur, 1997. 

Back row, L–R: Mary Macmillan (Mairi 
a’Bhuileagan, 53 Back); Cathina Murray 

(Cathina Nomanie, 49 Back); Bella Maggie 
Macleod (54 Back); Chrissy Mackenzie 

(Chrissy Roddy, 19 Vatisker); Margaret Tuff 
(Mairead Ghourish, 1 New Street); Catherine 

Macleod (Catriona an Olaich); Annie 
Mackinnon (Anna Spaigean, 27 Gress); Joan 

Murray (Joan Tuff, 47a Back); Norman 
Martin (51 Back).

Seated, L–R: Ishbel Gunn (Ishbel Ghourish, 
1 New Street); Ishbel Macmillan (Ishbel 

Gheadaidh, 6 Gress); Chrissy Macdonald 
(Ciorstag Ghourish, 1A New Street); Dolda 

Morrison (banntrach Seoras Thiugs, 14 New 
Street).

Norman Stewart (Sunny) on his Chopper with Ann 
 Mackenzie, Iain Mackenzie and Eric Stewart

Jessie Macdonald, taken in 1971, when she was 91 or 92 years of age. 

She was the grandmother of Jackie Mackenzie, and lived in the family 

home at 32 Gress. The picture was taken at no. 25, where she was living 

 with her daughter, Christina, before she died. 
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S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts, Tours

Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams  ●  Spectacles  ●  Contact Lenses
6 North Beach, Stornoway                 700808
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a day? Will we keep 
our distance from oth-
ers? Will we revert to 
shaking hands and hugs 
instead of elbow bump-
ing? Will we want to go 
back to work in offices 
after finding we can 
work from home? Will 
we resume our holidays 
abroad? 

Facetime has been great 
for keeping up family 
contacts and will con-
tinue to be so, but we 
all look forward to rediscovering the blessing of families gather-
ing together. 

For churchgoers it has been a strange time. They are unable to 
attend any services in our own church but have the benefit of 
attending ones anywhere in the world from their own kitchen. 
Have people become so comfortable in the new situation that it 
will become the norm?

It has also been strange for the many who derive pleasure from 
sporting activities, both as spectators and participants, as all that 
came to a halt. Hopefully, 2021 will see activities resume...some 
of us ‘enjoy’ the pain of watching football on the machair in the 
summer!

One benefit for the writer has been renewing acquaintance with 
Tràigh Chuil. I think I have been there more in the last year than 
in the whole of the previous 50 years. It looks the same from a 
distance, but it changes almost from day to day. One cannot but 
be overawed by the power that shifts the sand in such quantities 
in such a short time. The power that tears the seaweed and places 
it on the shore, if only we used it more. Aye, it was great to get to 
know Tràigh Chuil again as many others did. 

2020 was the year that shook the world in a way none of us 
thought possible. Let us hope 2021 is the year when we get back 
to normal, whatever ‘normal’ will now be.

The start of a year is a time to look forward; a time 
to make plans for the coming year. That is how 
it was even last year, but after 2020 can anyone 
make plans with any certainty? 

There were no gatherings for Christmas or New 
Year. So far, we have been mercifully preserved 
from the worst of the ravages of the coronavirus. 
The word slips so easily of our tongues, yet a year 
ago most of us had never heard of it. We can’t 
see it, but, like the wind, its effect and power has 
made itself felt around the land.  

However, we are fortunate compared to our fore-
fathers. One hundred years ago they were faced 
with a similar situation. A flu pandemic encircled 
the world. It is estimated that it killed over 50 
million people worldwide. We think of the great 
losses of the First World War, but the ‘Spanish’ flu 
that followed took more lives than the war did. 

Each year we remember our war losses but until 
the present situation we have never thought 
about the flu losses of the immediate postwar 
years. Most of us had never heard about it. 
Although not caused by the war it is thought that 
in the UK the virus was spread by soldiers return-
ing home from the trenches in Northern France. 

Our forefathers had none of the instant commu-
nications we have. They didn’t have the medical 
knowledge we have. They didn’t have the means 
to formulate vaccinations in a short time that we 
have. 

Our world as we knew it has had to have the 
brakes sharply applied. It has been a time to reas-
sess priorities. It hasn’t been easy. 

We look forward to the ‘new normal’ world in the 
second half of this new year. 

Will we still wash our hands numerous times 

Coinneach aig BaileCoinneach aig Baile

Dear Editor, I am writ-
ing to ask readers of 
Loch a Tuath News if 
they can help me find 
out more about how the 
Grahams arrived in Coll. 
If you have any stories 
or information, or can 
refer me to any relevant 
publications, the infor-
mation would be of great 
interest to my American 
cousins. 

Donald Haddow, 
Edinburgh

(donaldhaddow@hotmail.
com)Le
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Glebe Park at Vatisker available for let.

Sheep grazing or grass cutting only

Sealed bids marked “Glebe Park 
Letting” to be submitted by

15 March 2021 to the address 
below:

Clerk to the Deacons’ Court
17 Coll

Isle of Lewis
HS2 0JR

Back Free Church 
of Scotland

The Funeral Fund 
Association for 

Lewis Fishermen 
and Women 2021 

Subscriptions
Due to the continuing COVID-
19 restrictions, the Association 
will NOT be collecting sub-
scriptions for 2021. This will 
not affect anyone’s member-
ship record. The Association 
wishes all members the very 
best for 2021.
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Material for publication in the MARCH issue of Loch a Tuath 
News must be in before MONDAY 15 FEBRUARY 2021

Clockwise from top left:

A flurry of snow in Gress 
(James Iain  Macdonald)

The local alpacas' first taste of 
Hebridean snow

A winter sea like glass (Gress, 
by Norma Murray)

Not enough snow for a 
snowman so Colleen Currie 
had to make do with a snow 
sheep!
Samuel and Thomas 
Cunningham (Coll) with their 
COVID snowman

Kaitlin Burns (29 Back) with 
her first snowman

A Winter  
Wonderland


