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We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 

Fàilte
Welcome to the February issue of Loch 
a Tuath News. As with other parts of the 
country we have suffered the onslaught of 
fierce winter storms and many of us have 
suffered damage to our properties, to a 
greater or lesser extent. It is interesting 
to read the description of the weather of 
February in Back in time. However, we 
now look forward, as the days grow longer, 
bulbs are peeping through the soil and our 
thoughts are perhaps turning to the gar-
den and planning some of your planting, 
as is happening Anns a’ Ghàrradh. Our 
front cover shows the calm after the storm!

As part of our commemoration of the cen-
tenary of the First World War we publish 
the first of the extracts from the war-time 
diary of Murdo Murray, Back, where he 
writes of his time fighting when he expe-
rienced the horrors of trench warfare. As 
the diary progresses, it makes fascinating 
reading.

In our Meet…. feature, we are introduced 
to Dave Eastwood, vatisker and amongst 
other things find out about his cheese 
making venture. Further from home, neil 
Davis, Gress, shares with us his amaz-
ing trip to The Gambia with the Gambia 
Partnership. 

In past years, Amateur Dramatics in Gaelic 
and English, were a vibrant part of com-
munity life in Lewis and Harris, and indeed 
all over Scotland. Donnie Macinnes takes 
us on a trip down memory lane, with the 

help of Tom Maciver’s scrapbook (and 
Tom himself!), reliving the successes of 
local drama groups and telling of the tal-
ented playwrights, actors and actresses 
of our area.

As always, all our regular features are 
there too: Football and Bowling, From 
the Manse, all the craic in As na Bailtean, 
our schools’ happenings, old photos and 
much more. The young reporters in Tong 
Primary School and Sgoil a’ Bhac are to 
be congratulated on their hard work in 
gathering and writing all the news from 
their schools.

We appreciated getting a good selection 
of old photos recently, look out for them 
appearing and please keep on sending 
them and any articles and news items 
to us. The magazine is as good as our 
contributors. We thank all those who con-
tribute.

Our next committee meeting is on 10th 
February at 7.30pm in the crèche at Back 
Free Church. You  are very welcome to 
attend.

Anna Tucker

Front cover:  This painting by Ivor 
Mackay, was commissioned in 2008 for 
the 75th Anniversary of Back Football 
Club. The original hangs in the Sports 
Centre and one or two people are lucky 
enough to have a print in their homes. 
Do you think you recognise anyone 
in this painting, showing a match 
between Back v Point, their rivals 
across Loch a Tuath? We are grateful 
to Ivor for allowing us to reproduce this 
fascinating image.
www.im-hebrideanart.co.uk
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As NA 
BAilteAN

beautiful little girl called Emily, who was 
born on 26th October 2014.   Emily is 
the third grandchild for DA and Peggy 
and the second for neil and Maria.

Coll
In Hospital

At the time of writing we are sorry to hear 
Katie Bell Mackay 56 Coll ( Banntrach 
Ivor Staoig ) is back in Hospital. We 
hope it won’t be too long before you are 
home.

Bereavement

Our sympathy goes to Peggy and John 
norman, Collumbia, 42b Coll, on the 
sudden death of Peggy's uncle Angus 
Macleod formerly of Shader Barvas.

Sympathy also goes to Rhoda and 
Keith, 67 Coll, on the death of Rhoda's 
grandfather norman Smith, formerly of 
ness. All close relatives, friends and 
neighbours are also in our thoughts at 
this sad time.

Storm Damage 

Our thoughts are with all those who had 
damage to their property in the terrible 
gale we all experienced on the 9th of 
January. The elderly folk in the neigh-
bourhood have never heard the like of it 
since the gale of 2005, but God willing, 
we may be in for a glorious summer. 

Funeral Funds 

Funds are now due and can be left at 
42b, any who are unable to call out with 
payment can ring and arrangement can 
be made to collect.   

Gress
Get Well Wishes

We send a speedy recovery to Murdo 
(Butch) Mackenzie after his stay in hos-
pital and hope he will continue to feel 
better. 

Condolences

Our sympathy goes to Anne Graham, 
Murdo and family, 38 Gress, on the 
death of her Aunt Jean Mackenzie aged 
79 in Stornoway. Jean was originally 

BACk/VAtisker
Diamond Wedding Congratulations

Peigi and Alex Maclennan

Alex and Peggy Maclennan celebrated 
their Diamond Wedding Anniversary 
recently. Alex and Peggy were married 
in Back Free Church on 27th January 
1955 by Rev Campbell (Point) who was 
Interim Moderator at the time. Family 
and friends enjoyed a lovely evening in 
the Caberfeidh Hotel to mark the anni-
versary.

New Zealand Wedding Anniversary

Cathie and John Macleod (Jokey), for-
merly of 50 Back, were married 51 
years ago in London. They celebrated 
the anniversary with family and friends, 
(some visiting from nairn), in Auckland 
where they live.

Their wedding was indeed a memo-
rable one for some, including Iain and 
Donalda Murray, Gress, as that was 
where they met, and as we read last 
month, they recently celebrated their 
Golden Wedding. However, they were 
not the only ones who met their future 
spouses at the wedding, at least one 
other couple did too!

We send our very best wishes and con-
gratulations to John and Cathie.

Birth Congratulations

Congratulations to Derick (mac DA 
agus Peggy, Broadbay view, Back) 
and Karen Macleod (nighean neil agus 
Maria Maclennan, Isle of Barra) on 
the birth of their precious first child, a 

from Eishken where the family were on 
the estate and she was the last of that 
generation of the Macrae family.

Graduation

We send our congratulations and 
best wishes to Laura Maclennan who 
received her Bachelor of nursing Degree 
at a graduation ceremony at Glasgow 
Caledonian University in november 
2014. Laura is the daughter of David 
and Catriona Maclennan, 22 Gress. We 
wish her well in her career.

toNG
Village Condolences

We extend our sincere condolences to 
the family of Willie Mackenzie, 17 Aird 
Tong, who passed away recently after 
a long illness. We especially remem-
ber his beloved wife Annie Mairi, his 
daughters Rhona and Maureen and his 
son Gordon. We also remember his son 
in law and his grandchildren and the 
extended family at this time. 

An obituary will appear in next month’s 
issue of LATn.

We were also very sorry to hear that 
James Thomson Macleod passed away 
recently down in England. We would like 
to extend our sincere condolences to his 
family and especially his beloved sister 
nancy and her husband Dan Maclean 
who live on the family croft at 15 Tong.

(See contributed tribute).

Get Well Wishes

The community was very sorry that 
Peter MacDonald, Foggy, had to be 
hospitalized recently due to a sudden 
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Emily 
Macleod (Back)

As na Bailtean Pictures

Laura 
Maclennan (Gress)

James Thomson 
Macleod, 1932 - 
2014 (Tong)

Football Pictures

Chris Macleod, Back F. C. Committee Player 
of the Year and Players' Player of the Year

Stuart Macdonald, Back F. C. 
Under 21 Player of the Year

 Cathie and John 
Macleod, Auckland 

(Gress)
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illness.  We assure Peter that he is in 
the thoughts and prayers of the commu-
nity as he waits for a date for surgery at 
Edinburgh Royal Infirmary. We remem-
ber his wife Catherine and their family 
during this difficult time.

Local Girls Setting up House in 
their Home Village

It is always good to hear of villagers 
returning home but when two girls come 
back with their new husbands it’s worth 
a mention.

Kathryn and her husband Kevin Smith 
moved back home a couple of months 
ago and have set up home at 8a Aird 
Tong. Kathryn is the daughter of nana 
and Ian Lamont, 5 Tong.

Tina and her husband Derek Cook have 
just moved back to the village and they 
are setting up home at 12 Tong Park. 
Tina is the daughter of Margaret and 
Donald MacIver, 2 Aird Tong.

We extend our sincere good wishes to 
both couples and hope that they are set-
tling into their new lifestyle and for those 
of them who are starting new employ-
ment we wish them every success.

James T. Macleod, 15 Tong

James Thomson Macleod, who died 
in Bridgenorth, Shropshire on 28 
December 2014, was born at 15 Tong 
on 29 April 1932.  He was the eldest of 
the four children of the late norman and 
Catherine Macleod and grew up on the 
family croft.  He attended Tong Primary 
School and the nicolson Institute, 
Stornoway,.

On leaving the nicolson, he was chosen 
by the Scottish Hydro-Electric Board 
to serve an apprenticeship with the 
Stornoway electrical firm, Grant and 
Macleod. While he was with this firm, 
electricity reached most parts of Lewis, 
and James was involved in the installa-
tion of wiring and electrical equipment in 
many island homes.  After his appren-
ticeship, he decided to seek wider expe-
rience and moved to Glasgow where he 
was employed by a firm of electrical con-
tractors specialising in the manufacture 

of heavy switch gear.  During his 
time in Glasgow he was called up for 
national Service in the Royal Electrical 
and Mechanical Engineers (REME).  
Following initial training, he was posted 
to Germany where he spent the rest of 
his Army service.

At the conclusion of his national Service, 
he returned to Glasgow and was 
employed with a heavy electrical engi-
neering firm in Govan.  While he was 
there, he met his future wife, Margaret 
Shedden, from Springburn, Glasgow.  
They were married in 1957 and their 
first home was in East Kilbride, where 
they lived for several years until they 
moved to Blythe Bridge, near Stoke-on-
Trent. In 1965, James took up employ-
ment with a firm of electrical switch gear 
manufacturers in Wolverhampton.  That 
year, he and Margaret moved to Penn, 
Wolverhampton, with their son, and only 
child, norman, and it was in Penn they 
finally settled.  James’s younger brother, 
John, with his wife, Janet, and their two 
children lived nearby in Womborne, and 
the two families kept closely in touch.

James was highly regarded by his col-
leagues at work and by his employers, 
and was entrusted with the manage-
ment of important contracts. He was 
widely experienced and knowledgeable 
and was frequently given responsibility 
for the installation of electrical equip-
ment in various parts of the country, as 
well as in the United States of America.  
His calm, reassuring manner was val-
ued by all who worked with him.  His 
main recreation was DIY, and he was 
always ready to help friends and neigh-
bours with his skills.  He also enjoyed 
gardening and had a large, beautifully 
kept garden. James was a devoted hus-
band, and supported Margaret lovingly 
through periods of serious ill-health.  
They both had to endure the sorrow of 
the early death of their son, norman 
in 2003.  Margaret died in 2009 after 
a long illness. James managed on his 
own for two years after her death, 
although he missed her greatly.  In 2011 
he became a resident in a care home 
near Bridgenorth, Shropshire, where 

he was regularly visited by his neph-
ew, Malcolm, and his brother-in-law, 
Andrew.  They both spoke warmly of the 
care he received in the home and of his 
patient resignation to the constraints of 
increasing age. 

James was kind and generous and was 
never known to speak a cross word.  
He was a gentleman in every sense, 
and was much loved by his family and 
friends.  We send our sincere condo-
lences to his sister, nancy and her hus-
band, Donald, 15 Tong, and their daugh-
ters; to his sister-in-law, Janet, and her 
family in Womborne; to his brother-in-
law, Andrew, in Seaford, East Sussex, 
and to his family in Haywards Heath; 
also to his granddaughter, Gillian, and 
her family in Spain.

AM

Upper Coll

Special Birthday

Katie Anne, when nursing in the Lewis 
Hospital

Congratulations go to Katie Anne 
Macritchie (Phòisean), 7 Upper Coll, 
on the occasion of her 80th birthday 
which was celebrated on 19 January 
2015. Katie Anne is a native of Maaruig, 
Harris, but has lived in Upper Coll 
since 1964. She celebrated her birthday 
with her family from home and abroad; 
Christine from Canada, Maureen from 
Saudi Arabia and William John and his 
son Hamish from RAF Lossiemouth. 
Unfortunately, David was unable to be 
there as he was working in the Gulf of 
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Mexico but of course his wife Margaret 
and children Jack, Rhys and Cara were 
able to be part of the celebrations, not 
having to make a long journey from 12 
Upper Coll!  The whole family enjoyed a 
celebratory birthday meal together and 
a few days later, family and neighbours 
enjoyed a celebratory ‘do’ at Maureen’s 
home at 61 Upper Coll. We send Katie 
Anne our very best wishes.

Storm Damage

Like everyone else on the island, the 
residents of Upper Coll got up on the 

morning of Friday 9 January to survey 
the damage caused by the storm of the 
night before. Some got off more lightly 
than others. Older villagers who have 
lived here all their lives say it was the 
worst winter storm witnessed in their 
lifetime. Sheds were flattened, a garage 
was destroyed, roofs were ripped, fenc-
es were down, trees were uprooted and 
many slates, tiles and ridge tiles were 
lost. Thankfully, no one was hurt. now 
the scene is one of workmen on roofs. 

Our grateful thanks go to the brave 
men of the SSE who worked in horrific 

conditions for long hours to restore lost 
power. There will be many who were 
looking back on the peat fires they 
enjoyed in the past with more than nos-
talgia!

Funeral Funds
Payments are now due. Some people 
have already paid, for which thanks. If 
you have yet to pay, it would be appre-
ciated if you call at 10c Upper Coll. or 
phone Colin on 820685 to arrange for 
your payment to be collected. (Please 
note, not during the first two weeks in 
February).

We are delighted to have the pleasure of ‘meet-
ing’ Dave Eastwood who lives with his wife Jane at 
Ravenstar, Vatisker. Some readers may have had 
the pleasure of using Dave’s blacksmith services, 
you may have had friends staying at their Guest 
House, or more recently tasting Dave and Jane’s 
wonderful goats’ cheese in different forms. If you 
have not tried it yet, do so; the different cheeses 
come highly recommended!

When my wife 
Jane and I moved 
to the Isle of Lewis 
in October 2005, 
one of our first vis-
itors was norman 
Sonny Stewart. 
He called round to 
find out a bit about 
us for a piece in 
this very maga-
zine!

We had moved 
here to try to earn 
a living and feed 
ourselves from the 
two hectare croft 
we had taken over 
at 24 vatisker. 
Jane, who had previously been in nursing, found 
a job at the Bethesda nursing Home in Stornoway 
for the first year or so, and her wages helped us to 
survive our first winter on the Isles.

Our first job was to install en-suite bathrooms in two 
of the bedrooms, and do a little decorating, for our 
venture into Bed & Breakfast. This was completed 
in time for our first guests arriving in the spring of 

2006 and we have been running a successful Guest 
House ever since.

I had spent the last ten years running a Blacksmith’s 
Forge in Worcestershire and I soon set up a small 
forge in the barn at the back of the house to offer my 
services locally.

We brought hens with us from our former home in 
the Midlands and 
installed them on 
the croft and with-
in a few weeks of 
our arrival they 
had been joined 
by half a dozen 
Cheviot and 
Blackface sheep 
bought from the 
West Side.

Our next acquisi-
tion was a pair of 
Golden Guernsey 
goats named 
Cinnamon and 
Ishbel. They soon 
became part of 
the family and 
when they had 

their first kids the next year, we suddenly found our-
selves producing milk.  We ate lots of rice pudding 
and custard but it soon became clear that we would 
not be able to drink all the lovely goat’s milk we were 
getting each day! We decided to turn some of the 
milk into soft cheese and soon had a recipe that we 
liked. The trouble is, that soft cheeses only keep a 
week or two and we soon had the same problem 
again, what were we going to do with all that milk?  

Meet…….. Dave Eastwood

Dave and Connie
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After a little research we bought ourselves some 
equipment and started our first adventures in the 
making of hard cheese.

Over the next few months we gradually evolved 
a recipe which was, more or less, successful. We 
made lots of cheeses about two pounds in weight 
and put them away to mature for four or five months 
in an old fridge in the barn. Opening our cheeses in 
the early days was a bit of a lottery! You never knew 
what you were going to get. Some were strong, 
some were mild and some were just a bit too “inter-
esting” for us and went to the pigs. (Oh yes, we'd got 
pigs too by then.)

We continued to make our cheeses, always refining 
the recipe, for several years and occasionally giving 
some to friends and family. People would often say 
“you know, you should make this and sell it,” and 
we'd laugh and explain that we only had the two 
goats and that it takes a whole ten litres of milk to 
make one kilo of cheese.

So, we carried on running our B&B, blacksmithing 
and growing crops and rearing animals on our croft. 
We tried keeping geese and we tried keeping cattle 
but the former were just too noisy and messy, and 
the cows were too much of a strain on our limited 
grazing so we decided that we would expand the 
animals that we really enjoyed keeping, the goats.

We approached the Environmental Health depart-
ment at Comhairle nan Eilean Siar for advice on pro-
ducing our cheeses commercially, and armed with 
the information they gave us, we set out to convert 
part of our barn into a cheese making Dairy.  

In October 2013, I took a trailer 
down to Monikie near Dundee and 
returned with four new nanny goats 
and a young Billy. Adding these to 
our one remaining home reared goat 
gave us the foundation of our little 
herd to produce milk for our cheeses.

The work on the dairy took all of the 
winter of 2013/2014 as we dug up 
floors, installed drains, laid concrete, 
built walls and installed water and 
electric, all with the help of friends 
and neighbours. The new facility was 
lined with plastic wall covering and a 
lot of new and second hand equip-
ment was bought and, by the end of 
February, we got it all finished.

The premises were inspected and 

passed by the relevant authorities and we started to 
produce our own cheese soon afterwards.

We bought in some cow's milk to start with and 
began to make crowdie. We took the recipe we'd 
always used for our soft goat's cheese and used it 
to make a little soft cow's milk cheese which we call 
A' Cháise Bheag (The Little Cheese). Both cheeses 
started to sell well on the Island, and, within a few 
weeks we were making regular supplies of both.

Our goats started to kid in February and, one by one, 
we added the milkers to our herd.  The milk was 
turned into our third cheese, a hard cheese called 
Fitheach Geal (White Raven). This cheese is based 
on the recipe we'd used for so many years in our 
own kitchen, refined to give a consistent quality.

These cheeses were put away to mature in tempera-
ture controlled cabinets for four months and, towards 
the end of July this year, our first goat's cheeses 
went on sale. We have continued to develop our 
recipes as we have gone along, and late in the sum-
mer we added our fourth cheese to the range. This 
is a mould ripened Brie type cheese made with our 
goat's milk and is called Brígh nan Eilean (Essence 
of the Isles).

We ended the summer milking seven goats after 
acquiring some more milkers locally, and we plan to 
have up to nine milkers by next spring.

Our cheeses are available locally at Gordon's in 
Back, Bùth an Rubha in Point and at The Good Food 
Boutique in Stornoway.

Why not give them a try!

Fitheach Geal, Dave and Jane's hard cheese
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From the Manse
Faith in Adversity
The weather has been extremely stormy over past weeks.  
Some of us feel that there’s not much to look forward to until 
the storms pass and the days get a little longer.  How do we 
count our blessings and give thanks during such adverse 
times?

Scottish minister Alexander Whyte was well known for his 
uplifting prayers in the pulpit.  He always found something 
for which to be grateful.  One Sunday morning during a 
bleak winter the weather was so gloomy that one church 
member thought to himself, ‘Certainly the preacher won’t 
think of anything for which to thank the Lord on a wretched 
day like this.’  Much to his surprise, however, Whyte began 
by praying, ‘We thank you, O God, that it is not always like 
this.’ 

Perhaps we also need the prayer perspective of Alexander 
Whyte in our lives.  Giving thanks in the eye of life’s storms 
can be difficult and requires faith in adversity.

Many years ago storm clouds were gathering over George 
Muller’s orphanage at Ashley Down.  This was a crisis like 
no other.  It was time for breakfast and there was no food.  
A small girl whose father was a close friend of Muller was 
visiting in the home.  Muller took her hand and said, ‘Come 
and see what our Father will do.’  

In the dining room, long tables were set with empty plates 
and empty mugs.  not only was there no food in the kitchen, 
but there was no money in the home’s account.  

Muller prayed, ‘Dear Father, we thank you for what you are 
going to give us to eat.’

Immediately, they heard a knock at the door.  When they 
opened it, there stood the local baker. ‘Mr Muller,’ he said, ‘I 
couldn’t sleep last night.  Somehow I felt you had no bread 
for breakfast, so I got up at two o’ clock and baked fresh 
bread.  Here it is.’

Muller thanked him and gave praise to God.  

Soon, a second knock was heard.  It was the milkman.  His 
cart had broken down in front of the orphanage.  He said he 
would like to give the children the milk so he could empty the 
cart and repair it.  The children, led by Muller, gave thanks 
and ate.

‘Faith begins where man’s power ends,’ said Muller.

The Bible encourages us all to ‘Rejoice always, pray without 
ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus for you’ (1 Thessalonians 4:17).

When upon life's billows you are tempest tossed,
When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost,
Count your many blessings, name them one by one,
And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done.   

(Johnson Oatman)

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the com-
munity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services 
in Back and Tong during February 2014 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 1 February
12 noon:   Rev Calum I Macleod   (Gaelic)
6pm:    Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 8 February
10:30am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
12 noon:   Mr Joe Macphee    (Gaelic)
6pm:    Rev Alasdair I Macleod 

Sunday 15 February (Stornoway Communion w/e)
12 noon:   Rev Calum I Macleod   (Gaelic)
6pm:    Rev Calum I Macleod 

Sunday 22 February
10:30am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
12 noon:   Mr Angus Macdonald   (Gaelic)
6pm:    Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 1 February
10:30am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod 

Sunday 8 February
6pm:    Mr Iain Mackinnon    (Gaelic)

Sunday 15 February
12 noon:   no Service (Stornoway Communion w/e)

Sunday 22 February
12 noon:   Rev Calum I Macleod (Family Service)

February Service Times 

Monthly Family Service
Tong Mission House

Every 3rd Sunday @ 12 Noon
***************

Sunday 22 February 2015
(Note: 4th Sunday this month)

Preacher: Rev Calum I Macleod
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Dr Neil Davis, Gress, shares the recent trip he and four-
teen other volunteers made to The Gambia last November 
under the auspices of the Gambia Partnership.

Clearly people are much more adjusted to travel and dif-
ferent cultures nowadays but, even so, a short stay in The 
Gambia presented several new challenges.

The Gambia Partnership is a local 
charity which promotes the Gospel 
while working with the people of 
the country. It has shared develop-
ment and sponsorship of children 
in schools for over ten years with 
annual trips to work with a core of 
key workers in Gambia.

Last August a meeting to explore 
interest was held but over the next 
three months the membership of 
the group changed several times 
as people had to cope with differ-
ent commitments. If ever the work 
of the Holy Spirit was in evidence, 
it was in the coming together of a 
group which held so many different 
skills and an age range of over fifty 
years.

The outcome was that fourteen 
people and a film crew of three 
went to Banjul in november last year. The country is the 
smallest country in mainland Africa, just on the apex of the 
bulge of the west coast. It is on the same latitude as north-
ern nigeria, or The Yemen or vietnam. The population is 
90% Moslem and only 5% Christian, with the remaining 
5% believing in witchcraft. We intended to build a school 
for the children in a small and very poor village about 
forty five minutes inland. This village, Kebekel, had about 
620 people and is unusual in having a half Moslem and 
half Christian population living together. They 
had agreed to have a community school in the 
village in order to teach their children and stop 
them from being scattered to surrounding schools 
or simply not having an education at all.  The 
proposed school for all faiths will have Christian 
teachers and the Moslems had no objection to 
this.  Already we were getting a lesson in practi-
cal theology.

On arriving at Banjul the people were approach-
ing us with ease and interest. They wanted just 
as many details of our life back here and why we 
were visiting and our backgrounds as would be 
asked of a new boyfriend meeting the family for 
the first time! Clearly some were intent on effec-
tive begging, and since part of Gambia is involved 
as a staging post for cannabis getting to Europe, 
their motivation was different from ours. Sadly, it 
was evident that in the capital drug addiction was 
a real problem

However, out at the village the people were both so 
friendly and kind and their welcome to us on the first day 
lasted five hours.  The infectious enthusiasm and gaiety 
of their pleasure at including us in their village was so 
memorable. The children were a delight, clinging to us like 
limpets and often mimicking our every move. Clearly they 
outshone us when playing football.  They were so excited 

about the school and they see edu-
cation as the only way out of their 
poverty.  Even in what we would 
regard as dire straits, they were 
gracious and caring. For instance 
if a child was given a sweet they 
would promptly break it in half 
and offer a piece to whoever was 
beside them. Having nothing made 
them share everything.

Our work was literally from scratch 
as the ground was cleared and lev-
elled. An area was marked off for a 
shipping container, which had been 
sent ahead of us, to be sited on 
foundations and for walls to extend 
from both ends and be joined by a 
long wall parallel to the container. A 
dividing wall half way would create 
two class rooms. The container is 
to be along the length as an inte-

gral part of the school. 

We had to make the concrete blocks, pour the founda-
tions and build the walls.  Sadly, bureaucracy prevented 
the container from being released from the port, but the 
three walls and base foundations are in place so that the 
container will fit into its allotted space when it arrives.

Although not intending to provide medical care we had 
been given a splendid and comprehensive first aid kit 
by Carolyn Hudson at the Pharmacy in Back. It was well 

A Visit to The Gambia

Carrying water for mixing the cement. The water 
carriers were integral to the building work.

Building the foundations
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used by the group and also in the village. Despite 
this provision we took some children to the nearest 
clinic about ten miles away.  There were six consult-
ing rooms, each with two desks, and each desk had 
two health workers each seeing patients. So each 
room had four queues of people going in and out 
simultaneously and twenty four columns of patients 
stretching back filling the yard. A stark contrast to 
the nHS!

A new initiative which coincided with our visit was 
the first Bible Study class for the children. It was 
being led by a core worker, Mary, who asked Davie 
in the group to lead it. When asked how long would 
it would be she said ’About two minutes, maybe an 
hour!’ and then, ‘Be ready to spread the Word, in 
season and out of season’. They were expecting 
between twelve and twenty children from the village 
and were mobbed with more than two hundred!  Word 
had got out.

It was evident that many children were in single parent 
homes with the effects of economic displacement, AIDS, 
war in nigeria and Mali and now Ebola infection all tak-
ing severe toll of children. The economy of the country is 
based on peanut exports and tourism. However, despite 
closing their airport to Sierra Leone and Liberia, not hav-
ing an Ebola case either in their own country nor the 
three next adjacent, the tourist industry has collapsed. 
Scandinavians and Germans greatly liked it as a holiday 
destination but their flights have all been cancelled and 
visitors are relatively few and far between now.

We left with the school building well on the way to being 
a viable project, and completion and a further phase is 
likely to be planned. A significant aspect is the work of 
the film crew who have been commissioned by BBC Alba 
to produce a documentary about the work in Gambia. 
Their programme is intended for screening in the sum-
mer. Additionally, we met and made friends with the most 
sincere and delightful people, whose gratitude for and 
attitude towards education was truly humbling. We have 
learned how a little can go a very long way when everyone 
shares their resources. The Holy Spirit is always with us 
and was so much part of our journey both in miles and in 
mind.

Bible Study Class

Kenny John Mackenzie recently returned from 
Uganda after spending a busy month planning and 
developing various projects on the ground there, 
mainly at God is Good nursery and School.  

Following the completion of ‘Kevin’s Well’ a feeder 
tank has been built with a solar powered facility for 
ease of access to water.  A dining and GP facility 

is nearing completion and will open soon.  Much 
of the funding for these life changing facilities has 
come from generous supporters across Broadbay.

The children were treated to a Christmas dinner 
hosted by Kenny John and several helpers.  This 
was a great success with the children enjoying 
chicken and cake with some coke.

Uganda Update

At Kevin's WellChristmas Party Wilson's School
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Murchadh Moireach – Murchadh Ruairidh 1890 - 1964

Rugadh Murchadh Moireach aig 18 Am Bac.  Ged 
a dh'fhag e an sgoil aig aois 14 se gille aig an robh 
comas ionnsachaidh sònraichte a bh’ann is chaidh toirt 
air tilleadh gu foghlam.  Chaidh e gu Sgoil MhicNeacail 
agus b’ e am prìomh sgoilear a bha innte ann an 1909. 
As an sin chaidh e gu Oilthigh Obar Dheathain far na 
cheumnaich e le MA ann an 1913.  Bhon a sin chaidh 
e a theagasg ach nuair a thòisich a’ Chiad Chogadh 
chaidh Murchadh, cuide ri iomadach balach eile as 
an sgìre a ghairm.  Bha Murchadh na oifigear anns 
na 4mh Sìophartaich. Tro bliadhnaichean a’ Chogaidh 
Mhòir, chùm e leabhar-latha a’ mhòr-chuid dheth a bha 
anns a' Gaidhlig.  Tha an leabhar-latha a' tòiseachadh 
air an t-shlighe a null dhan Fhraing sa Ghearran 1915 
agus tha e a’ toirt iomradh air na chunnaic agus na 

thachair dha fhèin is dha chompanaich ann an bri-
athran soilleir, drùiteach.  Shàbhail Murchadh as a’ 
chogadh ged a chaidh a dhroch leòn sa ghàirdean ann 
an 1918.  As dèidh bliadhnaichean a chogaidh lean e 
a' teagasg.  Bha e na mhaighstir sgoile air tìr mòr agus 
chaidh àrdachadh gu inbhe inspeactar sgoiltean.  As 
dèidh a bhàis thrus sgoilear eile as an sgìre, Alasdair 
MacAsgaill (Ailig Iain Sheòrais a Bhideanaich) na 
sgrìobhaidhean aig Murchadh agus chaidh am foill-
seachadh mar leabhar Luach na Saorsa le Gairm, ann 
an 1970.

Murdo Murray was born at 18 Back.  Despite leaving 
school at the age of 14 his aptitude for learning was 
evident and he was persuaded to pursue an educa-
tion.  He was made Dux of the Nicolson Institute 
in 1909 and then went on to study at Aberdeen 
University.  On graduating with an MA in 1913 Murdo 
embarked on a career as a teacher.  Shortly after 
war was declared and Murdo, along with many of his 
friends from the district and across the island, joined 
up and he was commissioned as an officer with the 
4th Seaforth Highlanders.  During the war years Murdo 
kept a diary, most of which was in Gaelic.  His diary 
starts on his departure from Southampton in February 
1915 and goes on to record simply and clearly the 
events that unfolded in the coming years.   Murdo was 
injured towards the end of the war but survived and 
returned to teaching.  He became a head teacher and 
latterly inspector of schools.    After his death in 1964 
another scholar from the district, Alex John MacAskill, 
compiled his work into the collection entitled Luach na 
Saorsa which was published by Gairm in 1970. 

Each month, we intend publishing extracts from 
Murdo’s diary from the corresponding month of 1915 
and onwards, giving us glimpses of what his life was 
like as a soldier and how his daily life gradually chang-
es as the war goes progresses. 

Luach na Saorsa

Luach na Saorsa – Murchadh Moireach

Guthan Beaga o Latha gu Latha

Leabhar-latha bho àm a’ Chiad Chogaidh

19.2.15  7pm air bòrd an Archimedes. Dh’fhàg sinn 
Southampton.

20.2.15  Ràinig sinn Havre. Choisich sinn 5 mìle 
chun a’ champ – fallus ’gar dalladh.

21.2.15  Latha na Sàbaid – glè chomhurtail – 
dìomhain – “Cho sona ri Aonghas Uilleam ud shuas!”

22.2.15  Dh’fhàg sinn Havre aig 3.15am. Carbad 
slaodach – 8 eich, 40 fir.

The Value of Freedom – Murdo Murray

Small Voices From Day to Day

A Diary from the First World War

19.2.15   7pm on board the Archimedes. We left 
Southampton.

20.2.15  Arrived at Havre. Walked 5 miles to the 
camp – sweat was blinding us. 

21.2.15  The Sabbath Day – quite comfortable – 
idle – “As happy as that Aonghas Uilleam up there!” 

22.2.15  Left Havre at 3.15am. Slow vehicle – 8 
horses, 40 men. 
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Annual Maintenance Fee Reminder

Lairholders who do not pay the annual 
maintenance fee by standing order are 
reminded that payment is now due and 
should be forwarded to the treasurer, Mr neil 
Graham, 1 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis. HS2 0JR. 

The annual fee is currently £10 and cheques 
should be made payable to “Gress Cemetery 
Committee”.

Gress Cemetery Committee

23.2.15   Ràinig sinn Bailleul faisg air Ypres aig 12m 
– chaidh ar cur an tighean gloine. Aoibhneach!

24.2.15  Bailleul – na gunnaichean mòra dol gun 
tàmh.  Chaidh na Breatunnaich mìle air adhairt – 4000 
Gearmailtich air an glacadh (ràdh). Fhathast ann an 
tigh-gloine – sneachd is reothadh ’san oidhche – uisge 
troimh ’n latha.

25.2.15  Bailleul – latha math, gun dad ga 
dhèanamh. Torunn nan gunnachan gun tàmh.

27.2.15  Dh’fhàg sinn Bailleul aig 8.30m – latha 
fuar, gaoth gheàrrt’ – a dh’ionnsaidh La Clytte, seachd 
mìle air falbh. Rathad salach briste; 23 againn ann 
am both.  na gunnaichean mòra dol gun tàmh. Thuit 
dà shell air an rathad ri ar taobh (ràdh S.M Pratt). JA 
MacLeod agus an teine. Ceò na b----.

28.2.15  La Clytte, Belgium. Sunday. Latha tioram 
ach lèig gu leòr – gu caol na coise. Aeroplane air 
àirde le frois shells mun cuairt dith. Sùil thairis leis a’ 
Bhrigadier – 8pm. Fuam nam pìob aig na 1st Gordons 
tighinn às an trains. Deathach gu leòr – lainnir na lasair 
air na h-aghannan ’s a’ bhoth – K. a’ bearradaireachd 
– gach duine am mullach a shòlais. 

1st March  La Clytte – stoirm eagallach troimh 
’n oidhche.  Uisge troimh ’n latha. Ruairidh Lidy. Sùil 
thairis le Gen. Smith Dorien; feasgar math; slaodadh 
fiodha.

2nd March  Co-latha mo bhreith. Latha grianach 
ach reothadh troimh ’n oidhche. A Coy. ’san trains.

3rd March  Bomb throwing; latha math; co-sheirm 
an C Coy. 1st Gordons – abair aoibhneach. Chunnacas 
D. MacAoidh, Tolstadh, D. Graham; Cailean. Latha 
math.

4.3.15  Bomb throwing; latha math; B Coy. ’san 
trains còmhla ri 1st Gordons. Cuid de bhalaich D. Coy 
a muigh a’ trainnsigeadh. Dh’ith Iain a rations.

5.3.15  Latha gaothar. Fuam nan gunnachan mòra 
taobh Ypres – dol gu h-eagalach – a’ cheud chasd. 
RMMI aig còig uairean feasgar. Mu 9.30pm dh’fhalbh 
sinn a thrainnsigeadh. Rathad salach clabaireach. 
J.A.M leis an spaid, a’ cumail nam peilear air falbh! 
Fead an sud is fead an so dol seachad mu ar cluasan. 
1d aig a’ chaillich mhòir air Iain!

6.3.15  Thill sinn thrainnsigeadh aig 4.30am – 
salach, luideach. JAM ’s ruma! Mess-tin fo achlais ’s 
e goid a mach mar an radan – ’ga òl fo’n phlaide. ’S 
cha robh MMI gun a chuid dheth.  Latha fliuch disearr 
aognaidh. MMI agus MMI! Iain Gobha ’s a’ chaillich 
mun iomlaid.

23.2.15   Arrived at Bailleul near Ypres at 12am – we 
were put in glass houses. Happy!

24.2.15  Bailleul – non-stop heavy gunfire. The 
British advanced a mile – 4000 Germans captured 
(it is said). Still in a glass house – snow and freezing 
weather through the night – rain during daytime.

25.2.15  Bailleul – a good day, doing nothing. non-
stop rumbling of gunfire. 

27.2.15  We left Bailleul at 8.30am – a cold day, a 
cutting wind – to go to La Clytte, seven miles away. 
A dirty, broken road; 23 of us in a hut. Continuous 
heavy artillery. Two shells fell on the road next to us 
(according to S.M. Pratt). JA MacLeod and the fire.

28.2.15  La Clytte, Belgium. Sunday. A dry day but 
plenty of mud – up to the ankle. A plane in the sky with 
shells around her. An inspection by the Brigadier – 
8pm. The sound of the pipes of the 1st Gordons coming 
from the trench. Plenty of smoke – the glint of the flame 
on the pans in the hut. K. barbering – everybody on top 
of the world. 

1st March  La Clytte – frightful storm through the 
night. Rain through the day. Ruairidh Lidy. Inspection 
by Gen. Smith Dorien; good afternoon; hauling wood. 

2nd March  My birthday. Sunny day but freezing 
through the night. A Coy. in the trench. 

3rd March  Bomb throwing; good day; concert in C 
Coy. 1st Gordon’s – good fun. Saw D. Mackay, Tolsta, 
D. Graham; Colin. Good day. 

4.3.15  Bomb throwing; good day; B Coy. in the 
trench with 1st Gordons. Some of D. Coy’s men out 
digging trenches. Iain ate the rations. 

5.3.15  Windy day. The sound of heavy artillery 
at Ypres – frightening – the first cough. RMMI at 5 o’ 
clock. About 9.30pm we went to dig a trench. A dirty 
muddy road. J.A.M with the spade, keeping the bullets 
out! Whistling (of gunshot) here and there going past 
our ears. 

6.3.15  We went back to digging a trench at 
4.30am – dirty, filthy. JAM and rum! A mess-tin under 
his armpit and him thieving like a rat – drinking it under 
his blanket. And MMI got his share of it A horrible wet 
day. MMI and MMI! Iain Gobha  and the old lady (or 
was this a nickname?) sharing the spoils.
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Roving Reporters

A team of three dedicated reporters (Krysta, Callum 
and Scott, P7) have brought the Tong School news 
to print this month. The team worked very well 
together and have reported on a variety of school 
events. 

Nursery News

The nursery welcomed three new children Jackson, 
Campbell and Erin. We hope they all have fun play-
ing together. 

The nursery went to watch the pantomime on 
Thursday morning and they really enjoyed it.

On Wednesday 21st January the children had a 
dance session with Julia McGhee. They did lots of 
dancing and had a great time.

On February 2nd the children are going to have a 
gym session with Eric Macleod.  We know this will 
be a brilliant morning. 

Cross Country

On Saturday 17th January lots of pupils took part in 
it the first Cross Country race of 2015.  Well done 
to Adam Mackinnon, Keith Bray, David Maciver, 
MaryAnne Macphail and Krysta Bray who all got a 
position in the top five. We are very proud of David 
Maciver as it was his first race!   Well done to all run-
ners as it was very snowy and slippery.

New Pupils

Last term we welcomed two new pupils as Callum, 
P7 and Isla, P4 joined the school. They used to live 
near London in England. 

Ness Fun Run

Three pupils 
also took part in 
the ness fun run 
recently.  Ewan 
Murray and 
Simeon Fletcher, P.5 and Keith Bray, P.4  enjoyed 
the race.  Keith got 1st place, Ewan got 3rd place 
and Simeon also got 6th place.  Well done, boys!!

Stornoway Storm hits Tong Primary School

There were gusts of wind whacking off our windows, 
rain tumbling down, sheds blowing about, windows 
shaking and roofs creaking. It was very scary. When 
we arrived back in school we were very upset to see 
Mr MacDonald’s shed roof and the shed door had 
flown off, but we are happy that nothing flew away. 
The mast of the boat also got pushed down by the 
wind. Thankfully no-one was hurt and all our dam-
ages will be repaired. 

After the stormy weather it was fun to play in the 
snow.  We have included some pictures of sledging 
fun in the playground. 

Jack and the Beanstalk

On Friday 16th January, Tong School went to watch 
Jack and the Beanstalk. Eilidh Ferguson performed 
on Friday when we were there. Grace Macleod, Tori 
Mackinnon and Krysta Bray also took part in the 
pantomime as dancers.  All the pupils enjoyed it 
very much indeed. Eilidh was a really good dancer.  
Daniel James, P4, was chosen from the audience to 
go up on to stage and meet the characters. Thank 
you to Mrs Angela Mays (Callum and Isla’s mum) for 

Fun Run boys

Tong School

Callum and Isla
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coming along to help us. 

Here are some comments about the pantomime:

Sophie P7:  I really enjoyed it and the dancers were 
outstanding.

Harry P6:  I loved Dame Trott.

Rebecca P5:  Dame Trott was my favourite character 

Jamie P4:  My favourite character was Jack

Joanna P2:  My favourite part was the magic box

Luke P3:  Dame Trott was really funny

Rosie P2: I loved it when the fairy sang “Let it go.”

Dylan P1: When the giant said “fee fi fo fum!”

Sledging fun

Happy days!

Fun in the snow

Grace, Tori and Krysta are ready to dance!

Loch a Tuath 
Community Hut

AGM
Monday 9th February 2015

8pm
All welcome
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLAnT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Bowls
With the year 2014 coming to an end, as always the club 
played for the Breacan Trophy on Boxing Day. However, 
this year a number of the locals could not play, thus reduc-
ing the numbers to eighteen, but nevertheless a great day 
was enjoyed by all. The bowling was good, the company 
was good, and the result at the end was good for John 
norman and Calum Iain ex Hydro. Playing as a round robin 
format, with each playing one another, the competition was 
anyone's, with a number of teams in contention, but like 
last year, after the lunch of mackerel and herring and Ivor's 
sumptuous potatoes some of the teams fell out of contention.  
At the end of the competition, John norman and Calum Iain 
were victorious, winning by the narrowest of margins. Yet 
again, a great time was had by all and as always Chrissie 
was there to present the prize to the winners.

The league competition which takes place every Thursday 
is now about halfway through but as yet, we are not able to 
compile a table, but there are a number of players vying for 
top spot. Hopefully the interest will continue, and more peo-
ple will be playing next year.

There are two more competitions to be played for, the Haggis 
Trophy and the Titan Trophy; the latter will be played on 
Saturday 28 February and the Haggis Trophy may be played 
later in the year.

Good bowling to you all.

(We apologise for Titan’s name being inadvertently written 

last month instead of Ivor’s in the Carpet World Triples 
Trophy. Ed.)

Football   
After what was a difficult season for the club, the players 
enjoyed themselves at the annual Player of the Year prize 
giving in the Caladh restaurant on the 27th December, and 
after the meal the various awards were presented with Chris 
Macleod, winning both the player's player of the year and 
also the club's player of the year.

The young player of the year was Stuart MacDonald, a very 
promising youngster, and we hope that his progress on the 
field will continue, and that he will be a member of future 
Back teams. Congratulations to you both on your awards, 
well done indeed. 

Last year was a difficult season for the manager, with all sorts 
of problems cropping up, but hopefully the new management 
team will not have to endure these difficulties in the forthcom-
ing season. 

A while back I mentioned the progress the MacLean brothers 
are making playing for Brora Rangers and I also mentioned 
the progress young James MacLeod was making playing for 
the under 19's at Ross County. Unfortunately, James suf-
fered an injury that has kept him out of football for the time 
being; let’s hope that he will regain his place with the team, 
and that he will have no ill effects as a result of the injury.

Photos of Stuart and Chris can be seen on P4

Football and Bowling News

A charity set up to 
support young people 
with Cystic Fibrosis 
and their families will 
mark its fifth anniver-
sary with the launch 
of a fundraising cam-
paign.

The Leanne Fund is 
calling on supporters 
to host a tea party 
with family, friends, 

neighbours or work colleagues and raise a minimum of £5 
to represent the number of years it has been supporting 
people with the condition.

Your Tea Party can be held at any time throughout the 
month of February.  The Leanne Fund will themselves host 
Leanne’s Tea Party on Saturday 7 February in Martin’s 
Memorial Church hall from 2-4pm and all are welcome.

The Leanne Fund has helped scores of individuals and 
families throughout the Highlands and Western Isles since 
it was established in 2010 in memory of Leanne Mitchell. 
The charity which is run solely by volunteers provides a 
range of unique services for people with Cystic Fibrosis 
and their loved ones including special treats and expe-
riences, sport and fitness equipment, complementary 
therapies, counselling, crisis grants,  Tv cards for adult 

in-patients and patient transport costs.

Chrisetta Mitchell of The Leanne Fund, said: “Since setting 
up five years ago, we have been blessed by the number of 
individuals and organisations across the entire region who 
have fundraised on our behalf.  From individual donations 
to epic undertakings, the events and fund-raising activities 
which have taken place range from fun runs, walks and 
marathons, sponsored slims, motorbike rides and online 
auctions to an incredible 100 mile walk, a 24 hour Inter 
Island Challenge, a gruelling climb of Kilimanjaro, a cycle 
from Land's End to John O'Groats and the Three Peaks 
Challenge among others.  Yet from the small to the large, 
all have been completed as a tribute to Leanne and oth-
ers, who like her, have tragically been lost to CF. We have 
formed close friendships over that time too, and it has 
been wonderful to see the support that exists for the work 
that we do.

The fact so many people are signing up to celebrate the 
achievements of The Leanne Fund is fantastic. We feel 
very privileged to have been able to help so many young 
people in such a positive way and we look forward to the 
next five years and beyond.

We, like every charity, are reliant on donations but where-
as other fundraising drives can be quite demanding, our 
£5 challenge is attainable for all.”

To host your Tea Party, simply visit The Leanne Fund 
Website – www.theleannefund.co.uk and order your 
‘Leanne’s Tea Party’ pack which includes a poster, infor-
mation sheet and stickers – it really is that easy!

Leanne’s Tea Party
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559
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Back in Time      
Obituary

The grim reaper has again been among us, and we regret 
to record the death of Mr Malcolm Maciver, 23 Coll.  
Although 86 years of age, he was able to be up and about 
until 6 weeks prior to his death.  During these last weeks 
he suffered severe pain.  He is survived by one son, mar-
ried in Chicago, and 2 daughters at home, who dutifully 
nursed him.  Much sympathy is extended to the bereaved 
family.

Weather

At the time of writing, the customary Lewis rain is patter-
ing against the window panes, much of the recent heavy 
fall of snow is still on the ground.  Many people have, 
during the last fortnight, expressed a surprising affec-
tion for heavy rain.  But this is probably characteristic of 
man’s perversity, as is the giving of priority to his ounce 
of tobacco over his week’s rations.  Traffic was disorgan-
ised all over the island and many of the rural villages, 
which are dependent on grocery vans for food supplies, 
were getting anxious before the thaw came.  At last, when 
the roads were sufficiently clear to allow the vans to 
visit their rural customers, the “cailleachs”, as was to be 
expected, trooped to meet them;  but the “bodachs” were 
there first, anxious to make sure of their ounce of tobacco.  
The irrepressible young wish the snow would fall again 
but old people devoutly hope they have baded goodbye 
for the rest of the year.

Church News

The quarterly meeting of the Free Church was recently 
held at Back, Rev Mr Mackenzie, minister of the con-
gregation, being assisted by Rev Mr Morrison, Ness, 
and Rev Mr Macrae, Stornoway.  The scripture for the 
question was given out by Mr R Mackay, elder,  from 
Ephesians 2, 13. “Ach a nis ann an Iosa Criosd, tha sibhse 
a bha roimh so fad o laimh, air ar toirt am fagus tre fhuil 
Chriost”.  The question was opened by Rev Mr Morrison, 
and sixteen of the brethren spoke.  They came from places 
ranging from “Tigh na Cailleachan Dubh an Uig, gu 
tigh MhicDhugail an Nis.”  The question was closed by 
Rev Mr Macrae.  Seldom was such a large attendance of 
strangers seen, even at Communion time, which testifies 
to the fact that there is a remnant still left who seek after 
the things that are eternal.

On Leave

We were glad to welcome on leave recently – PO Donald 

     February 1945
Nicolson, RNR, 4 Back;  Wireless Operator George 
Beaton, RAF, 40 Vatisker;  Angus Morrison, RNR, 
Vatisker;  Helen Macleod, ATS, New Street, Back;  John 
Macleod, New Street, Back;  PO Roddy Macleod, RNR, 
1 Gress;  Neil Ferguson, RNR, 19 Gress;  Chief PO 
Neil Mackay, RNR, 28 Gress;  Hugh Stewart, RNR, 29 
Gress;  John Macleod, RNR, 35 Gress;  John Graham, 
RAF, 41 Gress;  Murdo Macleod, RNR, 1 Gress;  Mary 
Ann Maciver, WAAF, 36 Gress;  Catherine Maciver, 
ATS, 36 Gress;  Bdr William Tough,  RA, New Street, 
Back;  Evander Morrison, RNR, New Street, Back;  
Annie Macleod, WRNS, 45 Back;  Donald Macleod, 
RNR, 32 Back;  Alexander Graham, Tug Service, 31 
Back;  John Angus Mackenzie, MN, 26 Back;  Catherine 
Macleod, ATS, Vatisker;  Malcolm Macleod, Seaforth 
Highlanders, 4 Vatisker;  Angus Macleod, RNR, 45 
Vatisker;  Cathie Macleod, Factory Worker, 45 Vatisker;  
PO Murdo Macleod, School St;  Colin Maciver, RNR, 37 
Vatisker;  Kenneth Campbell, RNR, 31 Vatisker;  Norman 
Campbell, RNR, 8 Vatisker;  Norman Macdonald, RNR, 
Bravick;  Agnes Martin, WRNS, 17 Vatisker;  Donald 
Maciver, RNR, 11 Upper Coll;  George Stewart, RNR, 
Coll;  Norman Macaskill, RNR, 10 Vatisker;  George 
Graham, RNR, Vatisker;  John Murray ,  MN, 9 Back;  
LACW Johanna Nicolson,  4 Back;  Murdo Macdonald, 
MN, 35 Gress;  William Morrison, RNR, 34 Gress;  John 
Ferguson, RNR, 17 Gress;  Norman Macritchie, RNR, 
Lighthill;  L Bdr Alexander J Macaskill, Royal Artillery, 
Lighthill;  Murdo Macleod, MN, Lighthill;  Donald A 
Macleod, RNR, 47 Vatisker. Also home for a few days 
was L Cpl Murdo Graham, RASC, 38 Gress, who is serv-
ing with the BLA.  We are all glad to see him looking so 
fit and well having recovered from a slight wound.  Also 
home are Mr and Mrs Jimmy Mackerracher, 2 Gress.  
They were married a year ago but this is the first time Mr 
Mackerracher, who hails from Glasgow has managed to 
pay a visit to Lewis.

Repatriated

The first to arrive home in the district from a German 
prison camp is Donald William Macrae, youngest son 
of the late Mr and Mrs Macrae, 33 Back.  While serving 
in the Merchant Navy his ship was sunk through enemy 
action, and he, along with other members of the crew, was 
taken prisoner.  He was in indifferent health in Germany 
and came over to this country a few months ago.  He has 
been convalescing in the South since then.  He arrived 
home by air.  We all hope he will soon regain his health 
after a spell in “Eilean an Fhraoich”.
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 Donnie Macinnes looks back on the involvement 
of Back residents in Drama activities over the 
years. In writing the article his memory was jogged 
by Tom Maciver’s scrapbook of memorabilia of 
these years. The photographs in the article come 
from the scrapbook and some are newspaper cut-
tings, hence the hazy quality.They will bring back 
happy memories for many.

Many from the Back area have been heavily 
involved in drama over the years, whether it be 
acting, producing, playwriting or stage managing.

One of the most prominent playwrights was Donnie 
Maclean of Coll whose plays were performed by 
drama clubs such as Na Bacaich, Na h-Eileanaich, and 
Broadbay Drama Group, not only in Lewis, but further 
afield.

Tom Maciver, formerly of Broadbay view, took part in 
many plays with these groups - including one which 
reached the Scottish finals, a feat almost unheard of for 
a Gaelic play.

There were many,  from both sides of Broad Bay, 
who were involved in these drama clubs, including 
Alice and Etta Bell Macleod, Joan Mackenzie, Angus 
and Effie Macdonald, Angus W Macdonald (Ramsay), 
Donald Macaskill (Teenie), Murdag Maciver, valerie 
Ferguson, Marion Eadie, Katy Bell Campbell, Muriel 
Smith, Margaret Macdonald,  Jam and Peggy Morrison, 
Betty Macphail, Kathleen Macrae, Chrissie Maclean, 
Coinneach Maciver, Joey Morrison, Kitty Martin, Joan 
Macleod, Cathy M Macdonald, George Macleod, Donnie 
Morrison, Peter Smith, Donald Graham, Alex Angie 
Smith, Christine Macritchie, Ros Paterson, Torquil 
Maclean, Anne Macleod and Chrissie Macinnes. There 
were also many, many more who acted and helped 
behind the scenes over the years.

not only did some of the groups 
perform at the SCDA Festival in 
Lewis, but also at the annual one-
act festivals in Glasgow, in Skye, 
and often, if successful, at the 
Royal national Mod wherever it 
was being held.

All these venues would be 
extremely well attended and mem-
bers of all the groups enjoyed the 
time they spent with others who 
had an interest in drama.

It was with Na Bacaich that Tom 
began his interest in drama when 
he was stage manager in their pro-
duction of An Tuathalan (Muddled 

Motherhood). But Tom much preferred to be on the stage 
acting and he got this opportunity in Donnie Maclean’s 
brilliant play,  An Dall, which was also produced by the 
playwright for Na Bacaich.

Adjudicator Iain MacSween told the audience in 
Stornoway Town Hall that the play was ‘very difficult’ 
to produce but ‘this had been a very smooth and neat 
production’.

He said that the play had begun as a comedy but ended 
on a very serious note.

Mr MacSween added: “The team had prepared their 
work and gave a polished performance. There was also 
a very high standard of acting.”

Regarding Tom’s performance, he commented: “From 

Back’s Involvement in Drama over 
the Years

Na Bacaich

Some of those involved in Na Bacaich many years ago – L. to R.) 
Angus W Macdonald, Joey Morrison, Chrissie Maclean (producing 
in the absence of Donnie Maclean), Kitty Martin (joint stage 
manager), Joan Maclean (joint stage manager) and Tom Maciver. 
The other member of this successful team was Joan Macleod.  

Broadbay Drama Group

Smiling after their success performing An Dall – Marion Eadie, Donnie 
Macinnes, Tom Maciver (who produced the play), Chrissie Macinnes, 
Donnie Maclean, Ros Paterson, Anne Macleod and Christine Macritchie.

Donnie Macinnes



24

the comedy, he had changed the mood really beautifully. 
He had great expression vocally and in movement, and 
was to be highly commended.”

A few years later, Broadbay Drama Group performed ‘An 
Dall’, winning the Lewis Drama Festival, scooping the 

best play and top Gaelic play awards.

Adjudicator Uisdean Murray enthused about the perfor-
mance, particularly the ending.

“I felt the hair at the back of my head arise. It was really 
terrific,” he declared.

Donnie Maclean was also responsible for producing and 
writing Suas an Talc for Broadbay Drama Club.

In this, their first year together, the Club won no less than 
five trophies, four of which they gained with Suas an 
Talc, the play they performed at the Royal national Mod 

in Oban. The other trophy was awarded to them for their 
performance of The Farmer Wants a Wife in Stornoway 
earlier in the year. Another play which proved a great 
success for Broadbay was A’ Chuirt (The Court) by Iain 
Crichton Smith. 

The play is set in 1816 at the trial of Patrick 
Sellar, the factor who was responsible for some 
of the most horrific cruelty during the Highland 
Clearances.

The group won the SCDA festival in Stornoway, 
taking three trophies, and got through to the 
Highland finals which was staged at Eden Court 
in Inverness. There again their performance was 
highly acclaimed.

In Stornoway, the adjudicator described the cast as 
relaxed and experienced.

“They have obviously been on stage before,” he 
added.

He praised Donnie Macinnes’ performance as 
the ‘haughty and arrogant’ Patrick Sellar; Marion 
Eadie, who moved and spoke well as the old 
woman, and Tom Maciver’s powerful portrayal of 
the judge and the elder.

Na h-Eileanaich later performed Iain Crichton 
Smith’s powerful play ‘An Coileach’ (The Cockerel) 
which dealt with the betrayal of Christ. A powerful, 

thought provoking play.

The group also reached the Scottish SCDA finals in 
Montrose with An Ceistear ‘s am Bard ‘s na Boireannaich 
written by norman M Macdonald of Tong.

This was a tremendous achievement for a Gaelic play, 
considering the hundreds that were competing to reach 
a coveted place in the finals. And most of these plays 
were in English!

Some in the audience might not have understood all the 
dialogue, but the performances on stage were highly 

Broadbay drama Group, successful with their performance of 
Suas an Talc

Our photo shows (left to right): Margaret Macdonald, Peggy 
Morrison, Tom Maciver, Donnie Maclean, who wrote and 
produced ‘Suas an Talc’ and who won the cup for the best 
producer at both Stornoway and Oban Gaelic Drama Festivals, 
Cathy Macinnes, John A Morrison, Valerie Ferguson and 
Donnie Macinnes, winner of the trophies for the best actor at 
the drama festivals in Stornoway and Oban.

Broadbay Drama Group  

Overall champions of the SCDA Festival for 
the second successive year with A’ Chuirt

Na h-Eileanaich in An Coileach

Angus Macdonald, Donnie Macinnes, Sandy Macdonald, 
Tom Maciver, Murdag Maciver and Etta Bell Macleod.
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praised by the adjudicator.

The play, whose title translated means ‘The Catechist, 
the Bard, and the Women’, was produced by Etta Bell 
Macleod, with Alice Macleod as stage manager.

The drama groups performed many plays by other well 
- known writers, such as Dòmhnull A. Stiùbhart of Back, 
and John Murray from the West Side.

Dòmhnull Alasdair, former head teacher at Back, wrote 
Am Bathadh Mòr dealing with the drowning disaster in 
Broad Bay in December 1894 in which nineteen men 
were lost. Many from the area took part in this produc-
tion.He also wrote Mo Chreach ‘sa Thainig, again involv-
ing local actors.

One of John Murray’s plays, An Feidh an Cowboy Bas? 
went down a treat with audiences in Lewis and further 
afield. The characters were known nationally – Seasaidh 
Sheamais (Jesse James), Wyatt Earp and Seonag a’ 
Chalamity (Calamity Jane), to name but a few.

In addition to performing at festivals, many of the actors 
were involved in local pantomimes, normally staged in 
Stornoway. Others were happy writing and taking part in 
sketches from the Butt to Barra.

Na h-Eileanaich took 
their pantomime A Day 
in the Life of Angus on 
a tour of Lewis. It was 
based on the cartoon 
character Angus Og, 
played by Tom, with 
Donnie Macinnes as his 
sidekick Lachie Mòr!

Said Tom at the time: 
“We have had terrific fun 
doing this. We asked the 
cartoonist Ewan Bain if 
he minded us doing a 
panto about Angus Og 
and we were grateful to 
get his backing.”

Looking back on how drama affected Tom’s life he says,

“Without a doubt, Gaelic drama changed my life – it 
gave me a lot of confidence to go on stage in front of 
people as I was basically shy as a youngster. It helps me 
today when doing MC, also in my work when talking to 
people. Coinneach Mòr will say that it has helped him in 
his career as a media person and Ramsay as a solicitor 
standing up in court. 

It also allowed me to travel at a very young age all 
over Scotland to places I may never have got to at that 
age – Aberdeen, Inverness, Aviemore, Ayr, Glasgow, 
Edinburgh, Golspie, Dornoch, Montrose, Skye and Uist, 
to name but a few.

Maybe the best thing of all was the people I met through 
drama and am still friendly with. As I said, I was very shy 
and Donnie Maclean put me on stage and helped me. 
He saw something in me that I didn’t think I had. His 
knowledge of theatre, writing and drama and his own 
natural talent was a big asset. I owe him a lot. I was 
proud to have been invited by Donnie’s family to speak in 
Stornoway’s Woodland Centre at the launch of his book 
containing six of his plays.

When Donnie Gazette married and moved to Back, we 
started up the Broadbay Drama Group and won many 
awards with that club.

However, when the groups disbanded for various rea-
sons, Donnie and I continued acting by writing and per-
forming sketches at concerts and charity functions.

We also wrote for the BBC series Ran Dan and wrote 
and acted in ten comedy pieces for Grampian Tv’s 
‘Fàilte’ series.

Drama groups now are few and far between because 
people aren’t prepared to give the time or commitment 
required to sustain a drama group. I used to travel three 
nights a week, by bus, from Back to Stornoway to take 
part in Na h-Eileanaich’s rehearsals – because I just 

loved it.”

That was devotion, 
Tom!

All those who took 
part in drama over the 
years with Na Bacaich, 
Na h-Eileanaich and 
Broadbay thoroughly 
enjoyed the experi-
ence, and still have 
very happy memories 
after all these years.

We hope readers 
enjoy a glimpse of their 
involvement in drama 
in years gone by.....

Gaelic drama team Na h-Eileanaich competed in the Scottish 
Community Drama Association finals in Montrose, performing 
An Ceistear, 's am Bard ‘s na Boireannaich

Drama group members and entertainers on a trip to the Uists.
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We have to admit that January 
was an exceptional month, with 
storms and strong cold winds, 
leaving the garden somewhat lit-
tered with all kinds of debris. The 
most vulnerable were the ever-
green trees and shrubs, doubt-
less the wet soil contributed to the 
uprooting of many trees.

February is the month for bringing 
on seed and making use of the window sills, airing cup-
boards or the tops of wall units.  Be careful not to allow 
seedlings, which are planted in the dark and out of 
sight, to become leggy, lest this result in a weak plant.

When the weather turns warm, I intend to plant in the 
greenhouse tomatoes, courgettes, gherkins, lettuce, 
peppers and onions, which means careful planning and 

rearranging everything to accommodate such a variety 
of plants.  Some plants need more daylight than others, 
especially onions and leeks.

To get from the plant its full potential, onions need14 
hours of sunlight per day which, incidentally, gives 
the north of the country, more daylight hours than the 
south, though 

the south gains by the heat.  There is a short-day 
and long-day onion variety, like early and late veg-
etables.  Whereas one needs 12-14 hours, the other 
needs 14-16 hours to produce the bulbs.  The north 
of Scotland and Shetland receive up to 4 hours more 
daylight in the summer than the south of England.  
Whereas plants need feeding, they also produce their 
own food, drawn from sufficient light, called light energy 
and of course they also need certain hours of dark-
ness.  Those who go for show bench variety use grow 
lights, which give the plant artificial sunlight.  Such is 
the nature and wonder of growth.

From The Poilegan

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...Looking forward to Salad Days!

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATn or cash 
for £35.64 to Mrs M. A. Davidson, 3a new Street, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £35.64
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Peppers

Gherkins
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Donald Graham 
(Dòmhnall Piugh) and 
Ivor Mackay (Iomhair a 

Bhounce), Upper 
Coll, fishing 

in Loch a 
Tuath

Back School Staff, 1985-86
Back row: John Maclennan, John Maclean, Calum 
Maclean, Graham Starmore, Calum Maclean, Angus 
Macleod, Alex Macdonald (Headteacher)
Front row: Chirsty Ann Macleod, Zena Mackenzie, 
Catriona Stewart, Finella Macdonald, netta Macleod, 
Alexina Macleod, Lilian Maclennan

Celebrating the 80th birthday of Mary Jane 
Macleod (Sheoidhean), February 2000.

L. to R. Anne Stewart (Banntrach Sheòrais, Nan 
Stewart, Ciorstag Morrison (Sheoidhean), Etta 

Macmillan, Mary Jane Macleod.

Coll 
Peats 
Names
L. to R. nancy 
Maclean (Bean 
Clark,75 Coll); Donald Maciver (Paul 
Dhòmhnaill Sight), 46 Coll; John 
Macdonald (Pierce, 50 Coll); Malcolm 
Mackenzie (Calum Choisidh), 44 
Coll; John Macdonald (Iain a’ Lally) 
53b Coll; John Morrison (Wizard 
mac Fiadh) 72 Coll; Jessie Maciver 
(Jessag Dhòmhnaill Sight).
In front: John Macleod (Shonnaidh 
Reachain) 43 Coll.
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Gaelic Youth/Community Development Officer for Broadbay 
and Point 
Comunn na Gàidhlig has recently appointed a Gaelic Youth/
Community Development Officer for  Broadbay and Point.  She is 
Mairi Wilson.  Mairi’s role is to develop extra-curricular activities 
to encourage the greater use of the Gaelic language, especially 
amongst young people.   She will work closely with the schools 
in the area to create and develop more opportunities for young 
people outwith the school environment in which they can speak 
Gaelic and develop their language skills. Since taking up her 
post, Mairi has been working with some of the schools, which 
has resulted in the establishment of an afterschool club in Sgoil 
an Rubha and, also in Point, it is hoped to get a Sradagan group 
started in the coming weeks.  It is also hoped to start an after 
school club at the Stornoway Primary School. Mairi also has 
plans for holiday clubs at the Easter holidays.

In the coming weeks, she is hoping to provide opportunities for 
Gaelic-speaking adults, fluent and learners, to meet in social 
settings, within the community, at coffee mornings.  Mairi is also 
exploring the idea of organising a series of workshops, e.g. cook-
ery, fashion, photography, which would be delivered in Gaelic, if 
there is sufficient demand.  

Mairi would welcome ideas and suggestions as to what you 
would like to see happening in the community to raise the profile 
and increase usage of the language.  You can do this by writ-
ing to Comunn na Gàidhlig, An Tosgan, 54 Rathad Shìophort, 
Steòrnabhagh, HS1 2SD or by email to mairiw@
cnag.org

The post is funded by Bòrd na Gàidhlig and 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar. 

Oifigear Òigridh/Coimhearsnachd - Sgìre 
Loch a Tuath agus an Rubha
Tha Comunn na Gàidhlig air Oifigear Òigridh/
Coimhearsnachd a chur an dreuchd airson sgìre 
an Loch a Tuath agus an Rubha. ’S i Màiri 
nicUilleam an t-oifigear ùr.  ’S iad uallaichean 
Mhàiri cur-seachadan a chur air dòigh taobh 
a-muigh na sgoile gus Gàidhlig a bhrosnachadh 
am measg an òigridh.  Bidh i ag obair gu dlùth 
leis na sgoiltean san sgìre-obrach aice gus 
cothroman ùra a chruthachadh agus a leas-
achadh far am faigh an òigridh an cuid Gàidhlig 
a cleachdadh agus a leasachadh taobh a-muigh 
nan seòmraichean-sgoile.  Bhon a thòisich i san 

dreuchd, tha Màiri air a bhith ag obair le cuid de na sgoiltean, 
agus a-mach às a’ chàirdeas sin tha Cluba an Dèidh-sgoile air 
tòiseachadh ann an Sgoil an Rubha agus, cuideachd san Rubha 
thathas an dùil gun tèid buidheann Sradagan a stèidheachadh 
sna seachdainean air thoiseach oirnn.  Thathas cuideachd an 
dòchas gun tèid Club an Dèidh-sgoile a thòiseachadh aig Bun-
sgoil Steòrnabhaigh a dh’aithghearr. Tha planaichean aig Màiri 
cuideachd clubaichean chur-seachadan a chur air adhart aig 
saor-làithean na Càisg.

Anns na beagan sheachdainean air thoiseach oirnn, tha Màiri 
an dùil madainn-cofaidh a chur air dòigh gus cothrom a thoirt 
do dh’inbhich aig a bheil Gàidhlig, fileantaich agus luchd-
ionnsachaidh,  coinneachadh còmhla ann an suidheachadh neo-
fhoirmeil airson beagan craic.  Tha i cuideachd a’ beachdachadh 
air bùthan-obrach a chur air dòigh air diofar chuspairean, mar 
eisimpleir, Còcaireachd, Fasan, Togail Dhealbhan agus mar sin 
air adhart, a bhiodh air an lìbhrigeadh sa Ghàidhlig, ma tha iar-
rtas ann airson a leithid.

Chuireadh Màiri fàilte air beachdan mu na seòrsa rudan a 
bu chaomh le daoine fhaicinn a’ gabhail àite sa choimhears-
nachd gus inbhe agus ìre cleachdaidh na Gàidhlig a thogail.  
Gheibh sibh air seo a dhèanamh le bhith a’ sgrìobhadh thuice 
aig, Comunn na Gàidhlig, An Tosgan, 54 Rathad Shìophort, 
Steòrnabhagh, HS1 2SD neo post-dealain gu mairiw@cnag.org

Tha an dreuchd seo air a maoineachadh le Bòrd na Gàidhlig 
agus Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.

Last month we featured Bathadh Mòr a’ 
Bhac when sixty nine men lost their lives 
in the fishing disaster of 1894. As we 
read, many homes lost more than one 
family member.

In the photograph alongside is the great 
grandmother (Banntrach Iomhair Gobha) 
of D. A. Stewart. Also in the portrait is her 
son Dòmhnall Ferguson, who along with 
his own son Dòmhnall, was drowned in 
that disaster. The picture was reproduced 
from a very large framed portrait which 
has been in Dòmhnall Angie’s family for 
many years.

Bathadh Mòr a’ Bhac

Gaelic Youth/Community Development Officer 
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Material for publication in the MARCH issue of Loch a Tuath 
News must be in before WEDNESDAY 18th FEBRUARY 2015

Foraging in the snowy sunshine, Coll Beach by Mal Macleod

Calm After the Storm


