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Fàilte
Welcome to the February issue of Loch 
a Tuath News. As I write this the first 
vase of daffodils is in front of me, 
reminding me that spring is round the 
corner. We now look forward to flowers 
budding in our own gardens, just as 
Angus is doing Anns a’ Ghàrradh in the 
Poileagan. Meanwhile, I am indulging in 
hibernation and enjoying that!

In addition to Anns a’ Ghàrradh, there 
is as always something to interest all 
our readers. The Loch a Tuath News 
Citizen of the Year is Annie Macleod, 
Tong whom we congratulate, and details 
of Annie’s achievements and her pres-
entation can be read.

The front cover is an appetiser for read-
ing about the Gress Whalers and Jock 
Murray’s special memorial to his com-
rades at Salvesens. Meet Ian Angus 
Mackenzie, Vatisker and his lifetime 
working in the Harris Tweed Industry, 
and catch up with Murdo (Bloxy) and 
his prizewinning sheepdogs’ success-
es. Further afield, we hear of Donna 
Barden’s experiences in the Gambia 
and from a lesser distance away Donna 
Màiri writes her Litir Dhachaigh. This 
month we are pleased to have two 
Gaelic articles, an account by Catriona 
Bain of the Nicolson Institute’s teams’ 
success at the National Gaelic Debate 
and a review by Janet Nicphàil of 
Cairistìona Stone’s new Gaelic novel 

for teenagers. The last part of Gaisgich 
Bhatasgeir appears and next month 
Gaisgich Chuil will begin. Please look 
at the appeal for Coll photographs and 
see if you can help out. Some readers 
will have seen some of the murals which 
have appeared in our area, those who 
have not can see them on page 32.

There are all our regular features to 
catch up with too – From the Manse, 
Football and Bowling, As na Bailtean, 
Back in Time and more.

Last month we published a photograph 
of Donald Mackay, late of 54/3 Back, 
and kindly sent in by his niece Maureen 
Anderson. However, Donald is the man 
on the right and he is with his good 
friend, Murdo Maciver (Sgaoisy), 15 
Gress, who is on the left. We apologise 
for this error.

Please remember to send any news 
items to your village correspondents or 
to the editor. As na Bailtean is always 
eagerly awaited, but the village cor-
respondents need your help in sending 
the news. A big thank you goes to all our 
village correspondents who contribute 
faithfully every month. We would also 
love to hear from you on any matter 
and only a few days ago were delighted 
to hear from Angus Finlayson in New 
Zealand. His letter will be printed next 
month.

Finally, congratulations and very 
best wishes are sent to our commit-
tee member, Laura Graham and her 
fiancé, Andrew Burns from Stornoway, 
who announced their engagement in 
December.

Anna Tucker

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: annatucker99@yahoo.co.uk
By post: 10c Upper Coll, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LT 

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible.  If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 
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As NA 
BAilteAN

mourn a dear mother, mother in law and 
granny - the late Chirsty Anne Macrae 
MBE, of Plasterfield, Stornoway. Mrs 
Macrae passed away on 26 December 
after a life-long service to voluntary and 
charitable activities which were always 
for the benefit of others, especially 
the vulnerable. Like the Psalmist, “she 
served her generation and slept”.

“Bidh cuimhne is iomradh math a chao-
idh air an fhirean choir.”

Wedding

Lynne Macleod, daughter of Maggie 
and the late Norman (Norrie B) 
Macleod Back, and Donnie Maciver, 
son of Norman and Nellie Maciver, 2a 
Back, were married at the Lodge on 
Loch Lomond on 18 September 2015.

We send our very best wishes to Lynne 
and Donnie for their future happiness.

Graduation
Kerry Anne Macleod, graduated 
from Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, UHI, and 
was awarded a BA in Gaelic & Media 
Studies followed by a Professional 
Development Award in Gaelic Media.  
Kerry Anne is the daughter of Donnie 
and Kenna Macleod, 31A Vatisker, and 
the granddaughter of Cathy Macleod 
and the late Ronnie (Freddie) Macleod 
of Kennedy Terrace and John Neil and 
Etta Anne MacDonald, Outend Coll.  
She is currently employed by BBC 
Scotland in Glasgow.

We send our heartiest congratulations 
to Kerry Anne and wish her well in her 
new employment.

Congratulations to New Parents
Stephen and Lilian Campbell (nee 
Murray) became the proud parents of 
a baby boy, Lucas (7lb 2oz), born on 6 
January 2016 in Ospadal nan Eilean. 
What a lovely present to bring home 
to ‘Moray’, 53b Back, their recently 

BAck/VAtisker
Condolences
Bill Fraser, Seaside Villa, Back, passed 
away on 27 December 2015 at the age 
of seventy three, in the Queen Elizabeth 
University Hospital, Glasgow, where he 
was receiving intensive medical care 
for a chest infection. A few weeks prior 
to his return to Glasgow for a second 
time he had been successfully operat-
ed on for a lung condition in the Golden 
Jubilee Hospital, Clydebank.

Bill was born in Cawdor, near Nairn. He 
had a twin brother and a sister. He met 
and married Margaret Mairi Ferguson, 
nighean Neill Iomhair, 32 Back, and 
they built a home, the second to be 
built on the machair. Bill partnered 
his brother in law in a business they 
developed and extended. It was based 
in Stornoway and it was initially estab-
lished by their father and father in law, 
Neil Ferguson. Work and duties as win-
dow/chimney cleaners gave them busi-
ness clients in town and also domestic 
clients in rural areas even down to the 
Southern Isles.

It was in Benbecula that Bill sustained 
an almost fatal accident from which he 
never made a complete recovery yet 
he patiently overcame many difficul-
ties and was able to lead a satisfying 
life. His ability to drive enabled him to 
“get around and visit his own special 
friends”.

To his very devoted and supportive wife 
Bill showed great affection and much 
appreciation and was able to offer prac-
tical assistance in providing a success-
ful Guest House over the years.

To Margaret, his daughter Kirsteen, her 
husband Gordon and her two sons, as 
well as to Bill’s siblings, sympathy is 
sent.

The Passing of a Popular Postman
Many in the villages of Inner Coll, 
Vatisker, Lighthill and Back, where Alex 
Thomson served as a postman, were 
extremely sorry to hear that over the 
Christmas/New Year period, Alex had 
passed away suddenly and unexpect-
edly at his own home in Stornoway. 
Alex’s cheerful disposition won for him 
many friends over the years and he 
was greatly missed when he retired.

On the community’s behalf we pass on 
our sympathy to his wife and family.

Readers’ sympathy is also sent to the 
Martin Family at 55 Vatisker as they 

completed home on the brae!

Similar good wishes go to Alasdair G. 
and Alexandra Maciver (nee Smith), 2 
Back.Their baby boy Murray Alexander 
Maciver, weighed over 10lb when he 
was born in a Glasgow hospital on 12 
January 2016. Their newly and excit-
edly awaited baby boy will be the first 
baby ever at their home at 2 Back.

May the Friend of little children bless 
both parents and babies.

Good Wishes
Best wishes are sent to Cathie Wilson 
who has been a patient for well over 
a month in the Queen Elizabeth 
University Hospital in Glasgow. Friends 
and the community as a whole are 
pleased and relieved to hear that she 
is making slow but steady progress 
and as we go to print we are delighted 
to report that Cathie is now home in 
Ospadal nan Eilean. Cathie, for many 
years the cook at Lews Castle College, 
is remembered with much affection by 
former staff and students.

Engagement
Congratulations are sent to Alanna 
MacNeil, daughter of Kathleen and 
John, 5 Back, on the announcement of 
her engagement to Richard de Garis 
of Grimshader, on Christmas Day.  We 
wish them much happiness as they 
plan a future together.

A New Manager for Lewis Crofters
As we wish Iain Fargie, Vatisker Park, 
a well-earned retirement from the multi 
responsibilities of managing a very 
busy store that has developed and 
expanded over the years, far beyond 
the dream of those who initially started 
the business.  We now wish Alasdair 
Maclean, who has now been newly 
appointed, much success and a profit-
able future. 

Iain Fargie will be missed as a pleasant 
and courteous person who was always 
ready to oblige and advise.

LATN February 2016.indd   3 29/01/2016   09:22:29



4

Hannah 
and Ryan 

(Tong) who 
were married in 
Forres on 3rd July 2015

Kerry Anne Macleod 
(Vatisker)

A,.s na Bailtean Pictures,.
Alyson Margaret Macdonald 

(Upper Coll)

Claire Maclennan 
(Gress)

Lucas 
Campbell 
(Vatisker)
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It is interesting to note that the latest 
appointment continues the “Crofters’ 
Connection” with the Back district going 
back to Kenny Macdonald, Angus M. 
Stewart, Iain Fargie and now Alasdair.

Gress
Congratulations
Well done Claire (daughter of Catriona 
and David Maclennan) on attaining 
a Bachelor of Science Degree with 
Merit in Computing and Web sys-
tems Development from Glasgow 
Caledonian University. Claire is now 
working in Glasgow and we wish her 
many happy days ahead in her chosen 
career.

Wedding Congratulations
We congratulate Matthew and Linda 
who were married in Gretna on 28th 
November 2015. Matthew is the son 
of Catriona and Richard Fairbairn and 
Linda the daughter of Chrisann and 
Iain Mackenzie, Stornoway. They have 
made their home in Crossbost and 
we wish them many happy years 

together.

Condolences
We send our sympathy 

to Ivor and Valerie 
Ferguson on the 

death of his 
brother in law 

Bill Fraser
who 

passed away on 27th December in the 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Glasgow. 
Our thoughts are with his wife Margaret, 
his daughter Kirsteen, her husband 
Gordon, grandsons Norman and Jordan 
and all the extended family.

Apologies
Apologies to Erin Morrison as I omit-
ted her name as one of the helpers 
with the Halloween party. Erin, Sophie 
and Catriona did a grand job with the 
young children and the organising of 
the party.

Funeral Funds
These are now due. Please drop into 
Ivor and Valerie, 11 Gress with your 
funds. £1.50 per person. Thank you.

coll
Bereavement 
Our sympathy goes to the family of 
the late Oighrig Iain an Oig (Banntrach 
Kenny Horrigan), formerly 50 Coll and 
North Tolsta, who passed away in Dun 
Eisdean Care Home on Saturday 9 
January where she had been for a few 
years, her sisters Shonag in Parkend 
and Catriona in Broadbay View, and 
all nieces, nephews and the grandchil-
dren are also in our thoughts at this 
sad and difficult time.

Accident
Alister Gordon, 92 Coll, had a very 
lucky escape on Friday 15 January 
when his car went off the road at Coll 

bridge due to the icy conditions. Alister 
was on his way to work at 4.45am 

to Stornoway Airport where 
he is a firefighter. A good 

Samaritan came along 
and released him 

from his upturned 
car he didn't 

suffer any 
injuries 

apart 

from bruising. We do hope we have 
seen the last of those icy roads. 

toNG
Village Condolences
We were all very sorry to hear that Mrs. 
Mary Macphail, 21a Aird Tong passed 
away recently. We extend our sincere 
sympathy to her devoted sons Calum 
Iain and Iain. We also remember her 
daughter in law Julia, granddaughters 
Naomi and Bethany as well as Mary’s 
surviving brothers and sisters and their 
families.

We extend our sympathy to the 
widow and family of the late Kenny 
Murdo MacIver, Old Edinburgh Road, 
Inverness. Kenny Murdo was the son 
of the late Kenny (Gillip) MacIver and 
was born at 5 Tong Park, where he 
spent his early years. We extend our 
sympathy to his cousins in the village, 
Alice, Hettie and Kenny Murdo along 
with the extended family at home and 
away.

Upper coll
New Appointment
Andrew Macaulay, son of Iain and Anne, 
81 Upper Coll, and his wife Marianne 
have moved home to Lewis from 
Glasgow. Andrew has been appointed 
as team leader of the Lewis and Harris 
Children and Families social work team.

We congratulate Andrew on his appoint-
ment and wish himself and Marianne 
well as they settle back to island life. We 
are sure parents will be delighted about 
their homecoming!

Graduation
Alyson Margaret Macdonald, daughter 
of William and Kathleen Macdonald, 45 
Upper Coll, graduated from Glasgow 
Caledonian University with a Bachelor 
of Science in Children’s and Young 
People’s Nursing. Alyson Margaret is 
currently working as a paediatric staff 
nurse in the Royal Hospital for Sick 

Children.

Congratulations go to Alyson 
Margaret on her achieve-

ment, and we send 
all good wishes for 

her future in 
her chosen 

career.

Leugh mi nobhail a 
dheagh chòrd rium o 
chionn ghoirid.  B’ e sin, 
Nas Gile na Sneachd, le 
Cairstìona Stone, Castletown 
agus Col Uarach. Tha an leabhar 
furast’ a leughadh agus tha mòran a’ 
tachairt anns gach caibideil.

Tha sealladh air a thoirt dhuinn air beatha aon teaghlach gu h-àraidh, 
agus iad a’ strìth ri iomadh sàrachadh, o chionn còrr air ceud bliadhna. Mar 
sin, tha an nobhail làn beartas-cainnt   ri linn an dòigh-beatha a bh’ aig sluagh 
an uair sin. Lorgaidh sinn iomadh facal nach eil nar còmhradh làitheil airson gun 
do dh’ fhalbh an dòigh-beatha-sin.  Bhiodh an leabhar gu mòr fheum do dheugairean 
a bha airson an sgilean-cànain a leudachadh.  Seasaidh gach caibideil leis fhèin agus 
tha e a-rèist air leth freagarrach do chloinn nach eil a’ leughadh mòran. Bhiodh an leabhar 
furast’ dhaibh a thogail eadhon airson ùine ghoirid.

Tha an sgeulachd a’ gluasad gu h-aithghearr  agus saoilidh mi gu lorg sinn eachdraidh gach teaghlach 
anns an t-saoghal  anns an leabhar-sa, oir tha sinn a’ coinneachadh ri bàs, bròn, buaireadh agus bean-
nachd.

Tha an nobhail air a sgrìobhadh mar nobhail Crìosdail agus is e deagh leabhar a th’ ann do dheugairean airson 
a leughadh leotha fhèin aig an taigh, no ann am buidheann de leughadairean òga.  Còrdaidh e ribh tha mi cinnteach 
agus is fhiach e a leughadh.

Nas 
Gile 
na Sneachd

Janet NicPhàil

le 
Cairistìona 
Stone
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Ian Angus your accent is from afar, are you a 
Stornoway cove?

I was born and brought up on Portrona Drive. There are 
four boys and two girls in the family. There are two of us 
on the island and the others 
spread around Scotland.

Portrona Drive had a few 
large families in our time, 
the Morrisons next door had 
six children and the Martins 
across the road had seven. A 
thriving community, full of fun. 

Where did your parents orig-
inate from?

My father came from Lighthill, 
Back and my mother came 
from Smallhead, Portnaguran, 
Point.

Is this house built on your 
father’s croft?

It was my grandfather’s croft 
actually, Coinneach Tharmoid 
was my grandfather and my 
father was Norman, the croft is 
No 51. My auntie Kennag lives in the original croft house, 
she is in her 90th year. The croft was given to me after 
my uncle Robert died in 1981 and I built this house, mov-
ing in 1984.

So you must have attended the Nicolson Institute?

Yes, I went to the Nicolson, left in 1970 to go to Aberdeen 
University, I graduated with an MA in Economics in 1973. 
I then returned home as I hadn’t decided what I wanted 
to do next.

And what did you eventually decide to do?

As a stop gap I started weaving with my father who had 
a shed at the back of Westview Terrace where the Hydro 
Garage was. The Council wanted to bring the weavers 
together and there were twelve weavers in the “colony”. 
That was the beginning of my career in weaving. My 
father taught me, he and two of my uncles were weavers.

How long did you stay there?

The years 1975 to 1985 were amongst the busiest in the 
history of  Harris Tweed . I just continued quite happily 
weaving. I became Secretary of the Weavers’ Union in 

1980 when I took over from Murdo Bloxy. Things were 
really good, I settled at home and got married in 1977.

Did you weave for one particular mill?

At that time there was a rota-
tion system of three mills, The 
Clansman, Mackenzie’s and 
Todd’s (Todd’s closed in 2007). 
Tweeds were allocated daily 
from all the mills, it was a fair 
system. It was based on your 
own production. If you wove 
one tweed a week your issue 
was one tweed and if you 
wove three tweeds a week 
your issue was three tweeds. 
This rotation system changed 
to a distribution centre, they in 
turn allocated weavers to the 
mill daily and the mill had less 
control over the weavers.   

When did the double width 
loom come in?

During the 1970s there was 
an attempt to bring in the 

double width loom. This was thrown out by the 
weavers, quite rightly, because it would have changed 
the trademark. There was a lot of sensitivity around the 
conversion of the loom and changing the shuttle to a rapi-
er loom. In 1985 the American market collapsed almost 
overnight and we were looking at ways to improve the 
industry.  A group of us, including union representatives 
and mill owners, agreed to investigate and eventually I 
went with Bruce Burns to a firm in Sunderland to look 
at the prototype new single width rapier loom which was 
much easier to operate than the Hattersley loom. This 
was on Thanksgiving Day, 1987. We both thought it was 
fantastic and a big improvement.  Instead of having twos 
and fours in every pattern, as in the shuttle loom, you had 
one by one in the new rapier. This gave the possibility of 
having a single thread of colour in the tweed which was 
a huge step forward. 

Did you buy this loom?

We brought the prototype loom up to Lewis and the 
consensus of opinion was favourable. We then took four 
looms and I taught weavers on a six week course in the 
Lews Castle College. The double width developed from 
there.

Meet...... Ian Angus Mackenzie
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How long were you in the Castle?

I was in the Castle from 1989 to 1993, part time to start 
with. In October 1993 the Harris Tweed Act was passed 
and I was appointed Chief Executive of the Harris 
Tweed Authority which took over from the Harris Tweed 
Association.

Are the weavers thankful for what you have achieved 
for them?

I was fortunate to be in the right place at the right time, 
moving from one position to another. I had the neces-
sary skills and I was never asked to an interview for a 
job, circumstances were in my 
favour.  When the Mackenzie 
Mill was bought in 1997 the 
owner only catered for Harris 
Tweed jackets which caused a 
crisis in the industry. Ian Taylor, 
Brian Wilson, and myself came 
together to set up a new com-
pany. Mr Taylor bought the 
Shawbost Mill and put money 
in to improve it and so far it 
has been a great success. It is 
now known as Harris Tweed 
Hebrides and I am the Chief 
Executive.

Your team must have put a lot of work into this?

When we started we needed new ideas, new money, 
and a bit of fresh air.  We pitched the tweed towards a 
younger age group. Previously it was 99% men’s jackets 
and caps and now it is 40% accessories, 10% furnishing, 
and 50% men’s and women’s clothing. We have changed 
the image of Harris Tweed, no longer a hunting, shooting, 
fishing gentleman’s cloth that lasts forever but a high-end 
fashion fabric with tradition and a story behind it - how it 
is made, where it is made, and who makes it. 

What is so different in comparison to the old tweed?

One thing in particular is the colours, they are sharp and 
clean. We dye the wool and then blend the colours and 
you are able to see many different colours in the finished 
fabric. Others dye the yarn or the finished fabric. The 
cloth is also lighter and softer. 

How full are your order books?

We have just over this Christmas period had several 
orders in from Japan and our books are full for the next 
six months. We have a customer in Preston who has 
worked with us for the past two years. They buy tweed 
from us for their furniture and supply John Lewis. They 
have also just put a line into DFS as well as many others.

How many workers do you employ?

We have 90 working in the mill and we supply work to 
about 150 home weavers. There are up to 300 families 
making a living all the year round from Harris Tweed. If 
we can maintain that figure we will be happy.

How much does a loom cost?

A loom costs £20,000 for a double width new, and sec-
ond hand is about £12,000. We as a company bought 
eight new ones and four second hand which are leased 
out. Villages who have wind turbines have also bought 
looms with the money earned from wind power. Tolsta 
has ordered three, Shawbost three and Lochs five. It cre-

ates employment in 
the villages and keeps 
people on the island. 

It has certainly been 
a success story, Iain.

It has been a long and 
varied experience and 
I have enjoyed every 
minute of it. Plenty of 
ups and downs, but I 
hope to continue doing 
my part. I am settled on 
my grandfather’s croft, I 
am an active crofter with 

sheep, which is a good talking point about wool whether 
it be in Tokyo or Shawbost!

Every good story has a good woman behind it. Where 
did you meet your good lady?

I met Zena in Aberdeen when we were students.

And where does Zena come from?

Zena was brought up in Steinish, her father from Shader, 
West side and her mother from Calbost, South Lochs. 

And what family have you and Zena got?

We have two daughters, Annabel and Alison, who 
attended Back School, the Nicolson and then Glasgow 
University. We now have two grandsons and one grand-
daughter, all living in Stornoway. Alison our younger 
daughter is the Shipping Manager for Harris Tweed 
Hebrides and Annabel works for Cnes.

Ian, what a fantastic story, we have heard the saying 
“from rags to riches” this could very easily refer to you by 
saying from, “ fuidheagan   to riches”.

All islanders, not just weavers I am sure, appreciate what 
you and your team have achieved and you have been so 
modest about it. It has been a pleasure meeting you.
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From the Manse
Sowing Seed

Seed sown long ago may take years to grow, develop and 
bear fruit. The same can be said for gospel sowing.  There 
is a remarkable account of a Polish soldier’s testimony 
which takes us back to an incident in East Fife during the 
First World War.

During the early years of the war, Polish soldiers were sta-
tioned in the surrounding area of East Fife.  Two Christian 
friends, both sixteen years of age, obtained some gospel 
tracts in Polish and distributed them among the exiled 
soldiers.  They were delighted to receive literature in their 
mother tongue.

No apparent results were seen from this sowing of seed 
at the time.  However, in 1958 – almost thirty years later – 
one of the young men who had circulated the gospel tracts 
heard that the Lord had blessed this distribution.  

A friend, returning from a visit to Poland, told of a very 
active evangelical pastor he had met.  This man was being 
used greatly by God in reaching his fellow-countrymen 
with the gospel.  He shared his testimony of conversion 
to a friend. He told of how he had been billeted in East 
Fife, homesick and almost in despair, when two teenag-
ers came to visit the camp with evangelistic literature and 
New Testaments – all in Polish.

A few days later he was drafted to the battlefield, but in 
the meantime he had discovered the Lord Jesus Christ for 
himself and became a Christian.  He still possessed and 
treasured the tracts and New Testaments which had been 
handed to him in East Fife decades before.

Perhaps some of us can relate to this kind of scenario.  
Seed sown by a parent, grandparent, Sunday School 
teacher or a friend, all of which continues to bear fruit in 
our lives some years later.  A text from the bible, a sermon, 
a testimony or a person’s life and witness perhaps spoke 
to us long ago and made a deep impression.  Over sub-
sequent years it remains with us as it was instrumental in 
bringing us to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.       

The Bible encourages us to sow seed and to persist with 
patience perseverance in prayer as the days and weeks 
and years pass.  1 Corinthians 15:58 exhorts every 
Christian to ‘be steadfast, immovable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord, your 
labour is not in vain.’  It’s a tremendous encouragement 
to know that our efforts are not pointless.  God will bring 
blessing – in his time.  

The Old Testament Prophet Isaiah was at times dis-
couraged by how few were responding to his message.  
However, God reminded him that ‘my word…shall not 
return to my empty, but it shall accomplish that which I 
purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it’ 
(Isaiah 55:11).  

Such words remain of encouragement to all of us who 
continue to sow seed.  We are assured that our labour is 
not wasted.  Success is guaranteed.  Keep sowing.

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services 
in Back and Tong during February 2016 are as follows:

Back

Sunday 7 February

11am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
11am:   Rev Donald A Macdonald   (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 14 February

11am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
11am:   Rev Calum I Macleod    (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 21 February

11am:   Rev Calum I Macleod
6pm:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 28 February

11am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
11am:   Rev Calum I Macleod    (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod 

Tong Mission House

Sunday 7 February

11am:   Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 14 February

6pm:   Mr Iain Mackinnon     (Gaelic)

Sunday 21 February

11am:   No service - Stornoway Communion

Sunday 28 February

6pm:   Mr Neil Murray      (Gaelic)

February Service Times 
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Part 3 - Cnoc Catriona and Cnoc an t-Soluis

Kenneth Murray, Catherine Hill
Kenneth was the son 
of Allan and Margaret 
Murray (Ailean Choinnich 
Iain) who moved from 33 
Vatisker to Catherine Hill. 
He was a private with 
the Gordon Highlanders 
and died on 1 October 
1918 aged 26 years. 
He is buried in Gress 
Cemetery. His brother 
Donald, known locally as 
Brobsaidh, was unmar-
ried and continued to 
live at Catherine Hill. His 
sister Matilda was mar-
ried in Tong to Norman 
MacDonald (an Toban), 
originally of 2 Vatisker; her family were Mary, Allan and Ishbel - 
Allan, who lives in Melbost, is Kenneth's closest relation on the 
island. Another brother Donald (an Aileabhan) was also married 
in Tong to Mary Murray - their son George Iain Murray contributed 
articles for LATN in its early days. Kenneth's first cousin, also 
named Kenneth, was badly wounded in WW1; he later moved 
to Inverness while his brother Ailean Choinnich Bhig and sister 
Chirsty continued to live at the old home at 33 Vatisker. The last 
close relative in the district was the late Coinneach Ailig John, 21 
Coll whose father was Kenneth Murray's first cousin.

Donald Macleod, Catherine Hill
Donald was the eldest son of Annie and Murdo Macleod 
(Murchadh Alasdair Bharrant, who also served in WW1 
with the RNR). Considered to be of above average intel-
lect and a conscientious worker, his skills were utilised 
with the Canadian Overseas Railway Construction Corps 
who operated in France. He sustained injury during his 
service and died of pneumonia on 29 July 1917 aged 24 
years. He is buried in the Grevillers British Cemetery at 
Pas de Calais. Although some family members emigrat-
ed, his brothers Alex (Iasdaidh) and Neilean remained 
on Lewis as did his sister Kate who latterly resided at 22 
Broadbay View and lived to one hundred years of age. 
Her son Donald (Samson) passed away in July 2015. 
Neilan's widow Katie Mary a' Lally, formerly of 3 Lighthill 
lives in North Tolsta with her son Murdo who is Donald's 
closest local relation. 

Norman Macleod, Catherine Hill
Norman was the son of John Macleod (Iain Alasdair 
Shaoir) - the family later moved to 1 New Park, Vatisker. 
He emigrated to Canada as a young man and enlisted 
as a private with the 43rd Canadian Infantry (Manitoba 
Regiment) when war was declared. He was killed in 
action on 26 October 1917 aged 38 years and is buried 
in Passchendale New British Cemetery, Belgium. His 

first cousins included Norman Maclean, 5 Vatisker who 
died in Egypt in 1915 and Mrs Henrietta Macleod (Bean 
Pheideir) who raised her family at 1 New Park. Norman 
Macleod, Stornoway (Bal Pheideir) is Norman's closest 
relation; a WW2 veteran, he is one of the few surviving 
Lewismen to have seen action through the entire 1939-
1945 campaign. The passing of his sister Katie Anne 
Pheideir in March 2015 brought closure to the commu-
nity's final link with The Great War; aged 101 years, she 
was the last person from the Loch a Tuath district to have 
lived through WW1 and to have a memory of that time in 
our history.

Alexander Macaskill, 68 Lighthill
Murdo Macaskill (Braoididh) and his wife Annie had 
a family of three daughters and two sons, 
both of whom went to war but 
tragically were not to return. 
The younger of the two, 
Alexander served with 
the Gordon Highlanders 
and died of wounds he 
received in battle on 
7 May 1915 aged 19 
years. He is interred 
in La Clytte Military 
Cemetery, Belgium and 
his name is inscribed on 
the family headstone at 
Gress. Alexander's first 
cousin, George Macaskill 
(Seoras a' Bhideanaich) was 
one of several local men who were 
held prisoner of war in Germany for almost all of WW1. His 
son Alex John, who lives in England, was named after the 
two boys who were lost; Catriona Macleod (Stornoway) 
and Mairead Anna MacTaggart (Islay) are the other surviv-
ing members of teaghlach Sheorais a' Bhideanaich.

John Macaskill, 68 Lighthill
John who was aged 27 years was the older brother 

of Alexander. He served with the 
Royal Naval Reserve through 

WW1, latterly as a seaman on 
HMS Redoubtable and was 
drowned aboard the Iolaire 
on 1 January 1919. His 
body was recovered and 
interred at Gress. In the 
years which followed, his 
three sisters, all of whom 
were unmarried, contin-
ued to live at the old fam-
ily home. Jane worked in 

one of the tweed mills in 
Stornoway until she retired. 

Catriona, an invalid for many 
years, predeceased Jane and 

Gaisgich Bhatasgeir - The Fallen of Vatisker 
1914 - 1919
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Annie who, when they were unable to 
care for one another, went to Blar Buidhe 
Nursing Home in Stornoway. Annie, the last 
of the family, passed away in 1996 aged one 
hundred years. Teaghlach Bhraoididh was 
one of the nine households in the Loch a Tuath 
district to suffer a double bereavement - both the 
families in Vatisker who bore this providence did so 
on New Year’s Day 1919.

William John Murray, Well Cottage, 66 Lighthill
Rob Aonghais Duinn, the son of Angus Murray and 
Agnes (nee Burns) and a neighbour of the afore-
mentioned John Macaskill, was one of the four men 
from Vatisker who were drowned in the Iolaire 
disaster of 1 January 1919. Aged 21 years, he 
served with the Royal Naval Reserve aboard 
HMS Pactolus. His body was recovered and 
interred at Gress. Although named William John, 
he was known from childhood as Robert, prob-
ably due to the family connection with Scotland's 
national bard. The name would carry through to 
the next generation - the late Robert Mackenzie 
(Rob Choinnich Thormoid) was born just after the 
war ended and was named after his uncle. His sister 
Mrs Mary Mackenzie (Bean Choinnich Thormoid) lived 
at 51 Vatisker where her daughter Kenina Graham resides 
today. There are also several great-nephews and great-nieces - Mary Flora 
Mackenzie (nighean Dhomhnaill 
Coinnich Thormoid) is the present 
occupant of Well Cottage. 

John Stewart, 50 Vatisker

The eldest of three sons of Kenneth 
and Christina Stewart who answered 
the call, John was a seaman based 
at the naval establishment at Chatham, 
Kent (HMS Pembroke).He died on 13 
January 1917 aged 27 years of an ill-
ness contracted while on service and 
was buried at Gress. His brother Neil 
(RNR) was the father of Nellie Beaton, 
Hamilton, Ontario. Another brother 
Kenneth (RNR) of 26 Vatisker was the father of Neil John, 
Kenina and the late Rev Kenneth Stewart - Neil John 

is the closest local relation 
today. John's sister Catherine 
(Bean 'an Help) was married 
at 43 Vatisker and had a fam-
ily of two daughters and two 
sons: Peggy, Catriona, John 
and Norman of whom only 

Catriona survives. Catherine's husband John Murray, origi-
nally from South Dell, was a survivor of the Iolaire.

Following our appeal for photos of the fallen of Coll, in the January 
issue we thank those readers who have already helped out. We are 

still looking for the names listed below. If you can help pleas get 
in touch with the editor or any committee members. All contact 

details are on Page 2. The first instalment of Gaisgich Chuil 
1914-1919 will be published in the March issue of Loch a Tuath 

News.
Angus Macdonald, 6 Coll

William Macleod, 8 Coll
John Morrison, 10 Coll

 Donald Maciver, 19 Coll
Angus Graham, 22 Coll

Kenneth Maciver, 23 Coll
John Neil Macrae, 25 Coll

 Donald Macrae, 25 Coll
Alexander Munro, 25 Coll

 John Smith, 26 Coll
John Macdonald, 27 Coll

George Macdonald, 29 Coll
 Murdo Macleod, 30 Coll

Norman Maciver, 34 Coll. 
Alexander Maciver, 36 Coll

James Beaton, 40 Coll
Alexander Beaton, 40 Coll

Norman Maciver, 43 Coll
Murdo Macleod, 54 Coll
Murdo Maciver, 61 Coll

Donald Graham, 80 Coll

Appeal for Coll WW1 Photographs

In Part 2 of Gaisgich Bhatasgeir, one 
of the fallen mentioned was Norman 
Macleod, 14 Vatisker. The following 
extract, printed in the Highland News 
(pre Stornoway Gazette days) of the time 
provides an interesting footnote to his 
biography.

LEWIS BROTHERS DEFY DEATH

Remarkable Escapes on Sea and Land

‘There were three Lewis Naval 
Reservists on board the ill-fated 
Formidable at the time of the disaster. 

One, unfortunately, perished – Malcolm 
Maclean, 28 Breasclete.

The other two, Alexander Martin, 15 
Vatisker, and John Macleod, 14 Vatisker, 
escaped with their lives. Macleod was 
the last man to get into a boat before the 
ship went down. The last boat had been 
lowered from the davits, and just as she 
took the water he slid down the rope on 
which she had been lowered and got 
safely on board.

A notable coincidence is that Macleod’s 

brother, Angus, was one of the fortunate 
survivors in the Hermes disaster. He had 
been a long time in the water before 
being picked up.

Another brother, Norman, who is serv-
ing with the 3rd Gordons, also had a nar-
row escape with his life, being wounded 
last October. He made a good recovery.

The providential escape of the three 
brothers have filled their parents and 
friends with feelings in which wonder 
and thankfulness are blended.’

From Highland News First World War Reports
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On the 19th of 
November a group from Lewis travelled to Gambia, the 
smallest African country which is situated on the west-
ern coast of Africa and bordered by Senegal. The main 
aim of the trip was to undertake charity work, while also 
promoting the gospel. The Gambia is well known as the 
smiling coast and we certainly found Gambians to be 
very friendly with a smile for everyone.

On arrival at Banjul Airport, we were 
immediately struck by by the searing 40 
degree heat which was as to stay with 
us for the week. Our main focus was to 
help in a village called Kabekel where 
the Gambia Partnership is helping to 
build a new primary school. At present 
95 pupils are trying to learn in very 
cramped conditions in 2 small, dark 
classrooms. 

On our first day in Kabekel we had 
the pleasure of meeting the villagers 
and their children during a wonderful 
and impressive welcoming ceremony, 
involving African music and dancing. 
The Chief of the village explained 
how grateful and happy they were to 
be given assistance and explained 
how important their new school was 
to them. They value education and 
encourage their children to attend 
school, despite struggling with 

poverty and a lack of resources.

Following the celebrations, it was down to 
work which involved barrowing stones, sand 
and cement at the school site, tasks we soon 
became accustomed to over the following days. 
We mixed cement to make concrete blocks for 
the school walls and floor. There was no sign 
of a cement mixer which would have made 
tasks much easier! Roof trusses were erected 
and steel work painted.  The school building is 
being built around two storage containers, an 
efficient way of creating extra rooms.  

Some of the group managed to get some time 
away from the school site to experience vil-
lage life and meet more of the friendly locals. 
There was no such thing as a ‘ready meal’ 
in Kabekel with ingredients being prepared 

and cooked outside on a small fire. There is no piped 
water or electricity in their homes. The villagers use a 
well, fetching and carrying containers of water for use in 
their homes. The women carry these heavy containers 
on their heads, hence their excellent posture. We could 
learn from these women by carrying weights on our 
heads to achieve better posture!  

The water from their wells is unfortunately not safe to 
drink but the villagers have no choice but to 

drink this dirty water, 
resulting in various ill-
nesses. We were able 
to provide much-need-
ed water filters for the 
villagers to use to ena-
ble them to have clean 
drinking water. There 
are 90 homes in the vil-
lage of Kabekel and we 
were able to provide 50 
filters. We hope to fund-
raise to buy another 40 
filters to enable all the 
families to have much 
needed clean water.

We had the privilege of 
visiting churches, each 
one with very enthusias-
tic congregations, eager 
to learn more about the 

Gambia Partnership Visit
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Last year we featured  the sheepdog trialling successes 
of Murdo Murray (Bloxy), and we 
are now pleased to report on the 
2015 successes achieved by Jim, 
Gael and of course Murdo himself.

The 2015 season opened for the 
threesome from Back on the first 
Saturday in June at the Open Trials 
at Drynie Farm near Dingwall, 
where Gael won third prize in the 
Hill Trials which featured a tricky 
double lift. The season ended 
in October at the open trials in 
Durness. Between the months of 
June and October, Murdo, Jim 
and Gael were very busy, trav-
elling to places as far apart as 
Watten in the north and Penicuik in the south, 
and many places east and west in between. Included 
in the Hebridean Circuit Trials are the local venues of 
Shawbost and Lochs where Gael and Jim did very well, 
Gael being placed first and Jim second in these local 
competitions.

On the mainland, at Watten in Caithness, one of 
the seven North Circuit venues Jim came first. In 

addition to that, eleven year old Jim was placed second at 
Monymusk near Inverurie, and also at Newtonmore 

(another hill trial), third 
at Gairloch  and in 
addition  to that gained 
a fifth and sixth placing 
also, at  Harris  and 
Lochs.

Four year old Gael 
was also crowned with 
success, being placed 
first at Monymusk, sec-
ond at Rogart, third at 
Aultguish and gained 
two more fourth plac-
es, a fifth and two sixth 
places.

Jim and Gael were both in the prize list at four of the tri-
als in which they competed.

We congratulate Murdo on these fantastic achievements 
and with himself, Jim and Gael well in the 2016 trials. He 
hopes that Jim will manage one more year of trials if his 
fitness continues.

S h e e p d o g  Tr i a l l i n g  S u c c e ss e s  2 0 1 5

gospel. It was wonderful to meet members of their con-
gregations and learn more about their lives. Some mem-
bers of the group also visited schools to meet pupils who 
are being sponsored by the partnership. It was interest-
ing to hear of the progress being made by these pupils.

While in Gambia, and especially in the small village of 
Kabekel, it was evident how happy and seemingly con-
tent people were with their simple and. what appeared 
to be, uncomplicated lives. When comparing their simple 
lifestyle with our modern, comfortable and often busy 

lives, with many stress-related conditions affecting peo-
ple in our country today, I was inclined to think that the 
Gambian way of life was good, although also challeng-
ing.

Our visit gave us a small window into the lives and cul-
ture of a very different country to our own, one I would 
like to have the opportunity of visiting and helping again 
in the future.  

Donna Barden
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Sgoil a’ Bhac
Cinderella
We were delighted to attend the Stuart Morrison 
Production of Cinderella. This year’s performance was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all the pupils and staff who 
attended. 

“I really liked the ugly sisters because they were 
extremely funny and their costumes were dif-
ferent each time they appeared on stage. 
They were very colourful and shiny and 
there was a range of different types.” 
Minnie GP7

“I liked the character Dandini, who 
was the prince’s friend. I thought 
he was an excellent dancer.” Maddy 
GP7

“The stage setting and props were 
shiny and bright and it was perfect 
for each scene.” Isla GP7

“I loved the ugly sisters because 
they were funny and they had lots 
of different outfits.” Alana GP7

“There were so many funny parts in the pantomime. We 
all had to participate in a song called Big Fish, Little Fish 
and we had to join in with the actions also.” Kira GP7

Learning French through Play
Primary 7 have been receiving lesson from Mrs Malcolm 
from the Nicolson this session.  She has been working 
alongside Mrs Matheson teaching the pupils French 
vocabulary. The pupils have been enjoying learning 
French by playing games.

Masterclass

In Term 2 P3-P7 had our first Masterclass of the ses-
sion. The themes were Natural Disasters, Australia, 
Dinosaurs, Lego construction and Architecture. As in 
previous. In Masterclass we have lots of opportunities to 
participate in practical lessons.

Lego Masterclass
For the LEGO 
Masterclass last term 
pupils were set sever-
al design challenges. 

One of these chal-
lenges was to con-
struct a bridge that 
spanned a gap of 
25cm. The Great 
LEGO Builders 
won the chal-

lenge by building an 
impressive bridge that 

held a whopping 6910 
grams. Pupils were particu-

larly excited to do so much of 
their learning for the week through 

playing with one of the world’s best loved toys. Who 
knew you could cover subjects like Maths, Science and 
Art and Design with some plastic building blocks!

Bikeability

P6 and P7 pupils recently were trained how to ride their 
bicycles safely.  They learned about safe cycling and sat 
a practical test.

EP1/2 Ferry Models

EP1/2 built models of the ferries represented by the Sgoil 
a’ Bhac house system. Suilven, Claymore, Seaforth and 
Columba.

Tyler 
and 
Caitlin 

were invited 
on stage to 

participate at Cinderella

Lego Masterclass

MV 
Claymore
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Gaelic
Tha clas 1-2 air a bhith ag ionnsachadh 
mu dheidhinn ‘Daoine a bhios g ‘ar 
cuideachadh’.  Sgrìobh sinn litirichean 
gu Dr Anne Finlayson agus thàinig 
I a-steach dhan chlas againn airson 
innse ciamar a bhios I a’ cuide-
achadh dhaoine.  

Chuir sinn oirrn aodach agus ad 
fear-smàlaidh airson na h-einn-
seanan smàlaidh againn.  

Pirates
EP6-7 teamed up with EP5-6 
and GP6-7 to recreate their 
social area into Treasure 
Island. We just have some fin-
ishing touches to add to it but 
the pupils have all enjoyed 
working together in a mixed 
group and putting their prob-
lem solving and artistic skills 

into practice. The Treasure 
Island scene has been con-
structed so that the pupils can 
play with it. They can step inside the 
pirate ship and the ship’s wheel even 
rotates. They can chill out on the 

sandy shores, under the palm trees 
or inside the dark cave. 

EP6-7 also wrote some letters about 
themselves, their school and their 
island. We popped them inside a glass 
bottle, corked them and sent them off 
into the wild and wintery waves. Be 
sure to pick one up if it washes up on 
a nearby beach and let us know who 

found out it and 
where.

GM1-2  Ag ionnsachhadh còmhla ri Dr Finlayson

P6-7 Bikeability

MV Columba

GM 1-2 Aodach 
agus ad fear- 
smàlaidh

MV Loch Seaforth

MV Suilven
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Roving Reporters
Naomi, Sarah, Simeon, Rebecca, Neve and Shian 
have all helped bring together the latest news from 
Tong School. The reporters work diligently in their own 
time to ensure important events are recorded each 
month. Well done to all. 

Nursery News
The children from the Nursery and Sgoil Àraich joined 
the rest of the school at the pantomime and had great 
time watching Cinderella and her “Ugly Sisters”. The 
bus to town was also a big adventure! 

Cinderella
On 15th January Tong School and nursery went 
to see Cinderella the pan-
tomime. Everyone really 
enjoyed the pantomime and 
it was a fun way to finish our 
first full week back to school. 
The boys and girls did not 
need to pay for their tick-
ets or their snacks because 
of on -going school fundrais-
ing and this special treat in 
January is much appreciated. 
Thank you to all our parents, 
friends and families for their 
continued support. We think a 
few favourite characters 
were Cinderella and 
Buttons. Our pupils 
Grace Macleod 
and Joanna Bray 
took part in dancing for 
the pantomime, but they 
were not performing at the 
show we attended. We asked 
Grace and Joanna some 
questions about being dancers in a pan-
tomime:

RR: Was it difficult to learn the dance routines?

Dancers: Some were a bit confusing because they 
were quite fast and only one dance was slow!

RR: Was it hard to learn the dances?

Dancers: It took four or five lessons to learn the danc-
es and we also copied the moves at home. We did lots 
of rehearsing at home. We had to learn seven dances 
altogether. 

RR: What was your favourite costume?

Dancers: It was the definitely the dress for the ballroom 

scene! We liked the 
“finale” dresses as 
well because they 
were pink and 
sparkly. 

Open Day
On the 20th of January Tong School held an open day 
so any parents who had children going into nursery 
or Primary One could come and see the school and 
find out how the school and nursery works. The little 
chil- dren and their parents were welcomed into each 

class as they 

made their way around the school.  P6 
and P7 went into pairs and helped 

as tour guides for the fami-
lies. Simeon said: “When I 

was being a tour guide I 
felt older and respon-

sible”.

Story Writing 
In Tong School we 

enjoy story writing and 
always try to improve our 
writing and add more detail. 
This month we decided to 
put in a selection of stories 
to share our learning with 
Loch a Tuath News readers. 

In Miss Ferguson’s class 
they have a special teddy 
named Honey. Layla has 
written a very good story 
all about this very special 
teddy:

Honey
Honey is a cute dog. Honey 
is an amazing dog. She 

lives in our class. I love Honey. 
Honey is big. Honey is soft. Honey’s fur is softer than 
a quilt.

Layla, Primary 1

Read Leah’s lovely story all about Miss Mackenzie:

Miss Mackenzie

Miss Mackenzie is our head teacher. She is industri-
ous. Miss Mackenzie is happy when we work hard. 
Miss Mackenzie is excited when she hears good news. 
She is sad when she hears sad news. Her eyes are as 
blue as a waterfall. Miss Mackenzie’s hair is as brown 

Tong School

always try to improve our 
writing and add more detail. 
This month we decided to 
put in a selection of stories 
to share our learning with
Loch a Tuath News 

In Miss Ferguson’s class 
they have a special teddy 
named Honey. Layla has 
written a very good story 
all about this very special 
teddy:

Honey
Joanna and Grace ready 
to perform at the Cinderella  

pantomime.
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as melted chocolate. Miss Mackenzie is the best 
head teacher.

Leah, Primary 2 

Here is Arran’s story with a great description of a 
castle:

Magic Castle
As I emerged from the forest I saw a clean castle. 
I went inside. It was shiny. There was a beautiful 
stained glass window. The shiny plates were made 
of gold. The flags were magical. They changed col-
our after five seconds. It was amazing. The draw 
bridge was made of silver. The tiles were smooth 
silver. The bricks were 
made of special gold. 
The king’s throne was 
made of sparkling jew-
els. Next I went to the 
king’s dining room 
there was his dinner 
and it was still hot. 
Then I went to the 
jewellery room. There 
were sparkling jew-
els. The jewels were 
green, red, yellow 
and pink. They were 
scattered every-
where.

Arran, Primary 3

Primary 4/5 were given the task of writing a story about 
a haunted castle. Shian’s spooky story may scare you, 
but remember it’s just imaginary!

The Haunted Castle
As I walked nervously up to the old crooked castle, 
the moat made a moaning noise like someone was in 
pain and was warning me not to go in but I went ahead 
anyway. 

I could already taste the grim salty air and I was thinking 
to myself what type of person would want to live 
here. I could hear children laughing in the gardens 
but I could see no one. Fear covered my body like 
a blanket. Just as I turned and tried to find the chil-
dren, a woman in a dark dress slowly limped out 
from the wood. When she heard me walk towards 
me it was like she sensed my fear. She turned 
round and screamed like a train whistle. I ran. I ran 
like there was no tomorrow as far as I could but 
wherever I ran the walls kept growing taller, trapping 
me until I could barely breathe.

It was like a nightmare. I dropped down to the floor 
with a thud like a rock falling off a mountain.  I finally 
found a branch to cling on to but if only it was a real 
branch. I looked back, the lady was gone. When 
I looked down I wasn’t holding onto a branch… I 

was holding on to a green 
slimy and scrawny hand. I 
tried to stand but the hand 
wouldn’t let me go. I heard 
someone run like lightning 
up the stairs and then sus-
piciously the hand let go.

I tried to chase them but 
they were too fast. Just then 
the footprints stopped for a 
moment but then I started to 
hear them again. They were 
louder and closer. I stood 
frozen in fear like a block of 
ice.

Sickening words ran through the air, “I AM COMING 
FOR YOU.”

When I heard those evil words I ran like lightning. I 
tried to cross the Great Hall but then I heard that hor-
rible woman’s screaming come closer. The draw bridge 
started to rise, I ran fast but never got out. The draw-
bridge lowered until there was no escape.

That was the last thing I ever saw.

Shian, P5

Faith is guiding a family around the school

MaryAnne 
welcomes Ryan 
into the school

Cailean and Harry are ready to start their tour of the school
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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On Tuesday 19 January 2016 Mrs Annie 
Macleod (Anna Dholly) was presented with 
the Loch a Tuath News Citizenship Trophy 
at an informal get together of committee and 
friends in the church hall.

Annie was nominated for her contribution of 
many years standing in tutoring young and 
not so young in traditional Gaelic singing 
and preparing them for the local Mòd and 
the national Mòd, leading to great success 
for many of her students, both in our own 
community and further afield on the island. 

Annie has been tutoring since 1989.  
Amongst those she tutored from a very 
young age was the late Innis Macleod 
who later went on to win the Gold Medal 
in Dunoon in 2000, when he was still 
very young. Most recently, Katy Graham, 
Catherine Hill, whom Annie has tutored 
since she was a little girl, won the Traditional 
Medal at the Royal National Mòd 2015 in Oban; Katy 
was the tenth gold medallist Annie has tutored. Annie 
said she really enjoyed the satisfying task of tutoring so 
many motivated young singers.

A native of Shawbost, who has lived in Tong for many 
years, Annie was told she started singing aged three, 
but the first public performance she remembers was 
at the age of seven at a ceilidh in Shawbost School. 
She has had a lifelong love of Gaelic song, nurtured 
in her own home where her father had a beautiful 
singing voice. He also led a Psalmody Class. Annie 

had a special note book where she wrote down the 
words of songs, and picked up the melodies from 
listening to others singing. Two teachers of music in 
Shawbost encouraged the young Annie, Jane Mitchell 
and Duncan Morison.

In 1980, Annie went on to win the Gold Medal for 
Traditional Singing at the Mòd in Perth. She also won 
the Jubilee Medal at the Mòd in Stornoway.

In accepting the award, presented by Loch a Tuath 
News Chairman, Willie Maclean, 
Annie expressed her surprise, delight 
and thanks, saying that she was 
motivated by her love of the Gaelic 
language and Gaelic music.

A very pleasant evening was enjoyed 
with tea being served and prepared 
by Mrs Dena Macleod to whom the 
committee gives grateful thanks for 
her time and effort. An informal reun-
ion was also enjoyed by some who 
were on the Back Hall Committee in 
the 80s In the company of Annie’s 
guest, Christine Macleod (Dimples), 
now living in Glasgow, and a native 
of Shawbost, but who lived in Coll 
for many years. A good trip down 
memory lane was an added bonus to 
the evening!

Once more we congratulate Annie on 
all she has achieved for Gaelic music 
and the time she has devoted to it.

Loch a Tuath News Citizen of the Year 2015

Willie Maclean presenting Citizenship trophy to Annie Macleod

Anna Tucker, Rev Calum Iain Macleod, Willie Maclean, Mary Ann Davidson, 
Donalda Murray. In Front, Christine Macleod, Annie Macleod (missing, 
Dena Macleod and Maggie Macleod, photographers!)
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifie
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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Back in Time - Back           February 1946
First Peacetime Wedding

The first peacetime wedding in the dis-
trict took place recently when Donald 
William, youngest son of the late Mr and 
Mrs Angus Macrae, 33 Back, was mar-
ried to Christy Ann, youngest daughter 
of Mr and Mrs Hugh Stewart, 29 Gress.  
The ceremony, which was attended by 
a large number of people, was held in 
Back Free Church, and was performed 
by Rev Kenneth A Macrae.  The win-
some bride who was given away by 
her father looked lovely in a dress of 
white satin, with flowing veil, held in 
place by orange blossom.  Mrs Christina 
Macdonald, sister of the bridegroom, 
was matron of honour.  The bridesmaids 
were Catherine Murray, niece of the 
groom, and Peggy Stewart, sister of 
the bride.  They made a pretty picture, 
dressed in similar frocks of powder blue 
taffeta, with shoulder veils to match.  
The bridegroom is an ex-prisoner of war, 
his ship having been sunk in the Indian 
Ocean in 1941.  He was repatriated in 
the spring of 1945, having spent 4 years 
in a prison camp in Germany.  The best-
man was John Stewart, bride’s brother, 
who has recently been demobbed from 
the Navy.  The young couple were the 
recipients of many useful gifts, and also 
a large sum of money. 60 telegrams, the 
reading of which caused much hilarity 
at the well-laden tables, were received.   
The dance went on all night, the young 
demobbed people finding it difficult to 
tear themselves away from a real Lewis 
wedding.  We wish the newlyweds a 
long and happy life together.

Wedding

A wedding of interest to the district took 
place recently, when Kenneth, eldest 
son of the late Mr and Mrs Macrae, 25 
Coll, Back, was married to Margaret, 
only daughter of Mr and Mrs Angus 
Graham, 41 Gress, Back.  The ceremony, 
which took place in Back Church, was 
performed by Rev Kenneth A Macrae, 
Stornoway.  The very attractive bride, 
who was given away by her father, 
looked charming in a dress of white 
satin, with long veil, held in place by a 
coronet of white feathers.  The brides-
maid, Murdina Macrae, cousin of the 

bridegroom, wore a becoming pink satin 
frock.  Two cousins of the bride acted as 
trainbearers.  They looked very sweet, 
both dressed in blue.  The bestman was 
the bride’s brother, Alexander. Large 
crowds from far and near gathered at 
the bride’s home, and an enjoyable night 
was spent by all.  Over 70 telegrams 
were read, while the large sum of money 
and number of gifts received bore tes-
timony to the popularity of the young 
couple.  We wish them both every hap-
piness.

Whist
On Fri, 23rd February, the 1st Back 
Ranger Company held a whist drive 
in Back School.  Partly owing to the 
inclemency of the weather, only seven 
tables were occupied. This was the first 
venture of its kind, and thanks are due 
to the few who braved the elements, 
and came along. Perhaps, in future, the 
attendance will be more in keeping with 
the local demand for social evenings.  An 
enjoyable tea was served by the Rangers.  
Mr Alex Matheson was an efficient MC, 
and Miss Peggy M Matheson presented 
the prizes.  Prize-winners were:Ladies – 
1 Miss A Beaton:  2 Miss Mary Murray:  
consolation – Miss Louisa Macleod.  
Gentlemen – 1 Mr Angus Murray : 2 
Mr D A Macleod: consolation – Mr D 
Macleod.  The Rangers are to be con-
gratulated on their initiative in breaking 
new ground.

Demobbed
Donald Morrison, John E Maclennan, 
Evander Morrison, Donald Macleod, 
Finlay Macleod and Johanna Macleod 
– all of New Street, Back.  Hector 
Macgregor, 54 Back (who was in the New 
Zealand Army);  Evander Stewart, 10 
Back;  George Stewart, 2 Back;  Johanna 
Nicolson, 4 Back;  Neil Beaton, Vatisker, 
Back;  Agnes Martin, 17 Vatisker; 
Agnes and Peggy Ferguson, 2 Gress;  
Alexander Stewart, 29 Gress;  Murdo 
Maclennan, 15 Coll;  Alex J Macleod, 
16 Upper Coll;  Angus and Donald 
Maciver, 11 Upper Coll;  Malcolm 
Maciver, 23 Upper Coll;  J Maciver, 
6 Upper Coll;  Murdo Macdonald, 3 
Upper Coll;  Donald Murray, 7 Upper 
Coll;  Donald N Maclean, 22 Upper 

Coll;  Murdo Macdonald, 20 Upper Coll 
and J Macleod, 27 Upper Coll have all 
been demobbed.

The Late Mr Hugh Maclennan
We regret to record the death of Hugh 
Maclennan, 15 Coll, which took place 
on 24th January.  Mr Maclennan who 
was 60 years of age, had been in good 
health until a week prior to his death.  
He will be missed by friends and neigh-
bours, who testify to his kindness of 
heart and willingness to lend a helping 
hand.  The funeral to Gress Cemetery 
was largely attended.  He is survived 
by his widow and two sons – Murdo, 
who has recently been demobbed, and 
Alick, who is at present in Sicily.  The 
sympathy of the community is extended 
to them and to other relatives.

Psalmody Classes
The psalmody class, which has been 
in abeyance for a number of years has 
now been resumed.  Credit is due to Mr 
Donald Maciver, 1 Vatisker, Back, under 
whose able tutorship, these classes are 
being held. The results of his painstaking 
efforts are already noticeable in the sing-
ing of the congregation.  The classes are 
being well attended by the young people 
of the village most of whom are now 
returned home and should do much to 
restore Psalm singing to its proper place 
in the home as well as in the church.

TONG
Obituary
It was with deep regret that the village 
of Tong learned of the death on 31st 
January, of Mrs Malcolm Mackenzie.  
Though in indifferent health for some 
time, her death came as a shock to eve-
rybody who knew her.  Her ready smile 
and good-heartedness won for her many 
a friend all over the island, especially in 
religious circles, and her home was open 
to everybody.  Her eagerness to help 
anyone in need was another of her out-
standing qualities, and, by her death, her 
neighbours have lost a staunch and loyal 
friend.  To her sorrowing husband, and 
family, brothers and sister at home and 
abroad, the whole community extend 
their sincerest sympathy.
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The Nicolson Institute A team were the win-
ners of the Gaelic debating competition 
2015, emerging victorious after debating with 
Ardnamurchan. Catriona Bain (Gress) and 
Katie Macinnes (Lochs) impressed the judges 
to emerge as champions at the Scottish 
Parliament. The previous evening they fought 
a close competition against their classmates, 
Eilidh Macdonald (Back) and Alex John 
Morrison (Barvas) in the semi-final. Both 
teams were extremely lively and effective 
in their debating skills and it was one of the 
liveliest debates for some years.  Subjects 
included the Highlands, as portrayed in the 
media, equal rights for women and BBC 
Alba.

Sgrìobh Catriona Bain an aithisg a leanas 
mu bhith a’ gabhail pàirt anns an fharpais.

Anns an t-Samhain 2015, ghabh mi-fhèin agus Katie 
NicAonghais  pàirt ann an Deasbad Nàiseanta nan 
Ard Sgoiltean. Thàinig sgoilearan bho air feadh Alba 
a-null a Stèornabhagh airson pàirt a ghabhail  anns an 
Deasbad. Bha fichead sgioba a’ gabhail pàirt anns an 
fharpais. 

Anns a’ chiad chuairt bha agam fhèin agus Katie ri 
deasbad mun chuspair ‘Chan eil e a’ deanamh cron 
sam bith air a’ Ghàidhealtachd gum bi na mead-
hanan uaireanan a’ fanaid oirnn airson ar cànan, 
ar droch shìde agus ar meanabh chuileagan.’ Bha a 
h-uile sgioba a’ faighinn puingean a rèir ìre nan arga-
maidean aca anns a’ chiad agus an dàrna cuairt agus 
mar sin ‘s e na ceithir sgiobaidhean leis na puingean 
a b’ àirde a gheibheadh troimhe.  Anns an dàrna cuairt 
bha sinne ag argamaid, ‘Cha robh ginealach a-riamh 
ann am Breatainn cho fortanach ris a’ ghinealach 
dom buin sinne an-diugh.‘ 

Aig deireadh a’ chiad agus an dàrna cuairt bha na com-
harran as àirde againn, aig Sgioba Àrd na Murchan, 
Sgioba Sgoil MhicNeacail B (Eilidh NicDhomhnaill 
agus Alex John Moireasdan) agus aig Sgioba Àrd Sgoil 
Baile Dhuthaich. ‘S e sin na ceithir sgiobaidhean a bha 
a’ faighinn gu na cuairtean deireanach. Gu mì-fhor-
tanach, bha agam fhìn agus Katie ri dhol an aghaidh 
Sgioba Sgoil Mhic Neacail B, Eilidh agus Alex John. 
Bha an iar chuairt dheireanach ann an Dun Eideann 
aig deireadh an t-Samhain agus bha sinn ag argamaid 
‘Chan eil co-ionnanachd aig boireannaich ri fir nar 
saoghal’. Bha an argamaid seo dha-rìreabh gu math 
teann. Bhuannaich sinne an argamaid seo ged a bha 
e gu math faisg. Bha seo a’ ciallachadh obair chruaidh 
fad an ath-latha gus ullachadh airson a’ chuairt dheire-
anach ann am Pàrlamaid na h-Alba. Ghabh seo àite air 
oidhche Chiadain aig seachd uairean. 

Anns an deasbad seo bha sinn ag arga-
maid ‘As aonais phrògraman a leithid na 
Siabainn, cha ruig BBC Alba gu bràth 
an inbhe a th’aig seanailean eile.’ Bha 
sinne an aghaidh sgioba Àrd Sgoil Àrd na 
Murchan anns an deasbad seo oir bha iadsan 
air a’ chùis a dhèanamh air sgioba Bhaile-
Dhuthaich. Bhuannaich sinne an deasbad 
seo, agus bha seo a’ ciallachadh gun do 
bhuannaich sinn an cò-fharpais gu lèir. Abair 
gun robh sinne air ar dòigh. Bha an deasbad 
air fad cho spòrsail agus chòrd an turas a 
Dhùn Èideann rinn gu mòr agus bha e fiu nas 
fheàrr gun robh sgioba Sgoil MhicNeacail 
B còmhla rinn. Chòrd e rinn cuideachd a 
bhith a’ coinneachadh ri mòran dhaoine bho 
sgoiltean eadar-dhealaichte. A bharrachd air 
an sin, chòrd e rinn faighinn dha na bùthan 
airson greiseag bheag ann an Dùn Èideann.

Deasbad Nàiseanta nan Àrd Sgoiltean
Catriona and Katie with the Winners' Cup

Eilidh Macdonald (Back) and Alex John Morrison (Barvas), semi finalists
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Football

Although last season was a dismal one, and non - 
productive as far as trophies were concerned, let's 
all hope that the forthcoming season will be a lot bet-
ter. The club held their end of season awards in the 
Caladh Hotel on the 29th December and after satisfy-
ing ourselves with a sumptuous dinner, the various 
trophies were presented.

First to be presented with their awards were the jun-
iors and Iain Anderson accepted these three on behalf 
of the juniors. Next was the Players’ Player of the Year 
Award and this was won by Chris ‘Moley' Macleod, 
who also won the Player of the Year, with Stuart 
MacDonald winning the Young Player of the Year.

The juniors did very well this year and it is hoped that 
their successes will follow them throughout the various 
competitions this year.

The Iain a Bhillichean Cup was won by Alex Cumming 
for his involvement with the Golf Range and also 
ensuring that the hall was always clean and tidy. Last 
year this was presented to Angus MacKay for all the 
work he did when building the all - weather facilities.

It was heart-warming to Calum Iain Graham at 
the function as he was not able to be present 
at the last two, and hopefully we will see him 
attend many more.

At the end of the evening a bit of banter was 
enjoyed with Ross Hall's ‘Merit and Demerit’ 
awards, a fitting finale to finish the year on.

Bowls 
The Breacan Trophy was played for as always on 
Boxing Day. This year there were ten teams split into 
two sections, played on a round robin format, some 
of the first games were pretty even, while others were 
not so even. As the day went on it was becoming obvi-
ous who would prevail from each section.  A break for 
lunch was eagerly awaited by us all, for on the menu 
was salt herring and salt mackerel, but this year we 
also had a bit of Ness cuisine, the guga and potatoes 
and milk to wash it down. A feast fit for the occasion!

When everyone was ready to resume, it was back 
to the bowls, and after playing another two rounds 
the teams to emerge from each section were Iain 
MacLeod and Calum Iain Graham along with Alex 
Cumming and Willie Macdonald, and from section 
two were D. MacMillan and Iain France and Willie 
Macleod and Peter O’ Donnell. The semi- final draw 
was made and after the ends were completed it was 
Iain MacLeod and Calum Iain Graham who were 
against Alex Cumming and Willie MacDonald in the 
final. The final was very close, but eventually it was 
the team of Iain and Calum Ian who won. The inter-
esting thing about the final was that the winners had 
beaten their opponents earlier on by a huge score, 
but the final was completely different. 

Well done to everyone who took part, and as 
always, Chrissie was there to present the trophy 
to the winners. Upper Coll bowlers were well on 
top this year. A big thank you also goes to those 
who provided the food.

The next bowling competition will be held 
on the last Saturday of January, the Haggis 
Trophy. The league table is almost the same 
as last month's with Duncan leading the pack, 
early days yet, keep watching!
D. A. Stewart

Football and Bowling Notes

Iain Macleod and Calum Iain Graham winners of the Breacan Cup, with Chrissie.

Alex Cumming and Angus Mackay winners of the Iain a' 

Bhilleachan Cup, with C. I. Graham
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Many people have 
admired and been 
intrigued by the amaz-
ing mural and memorial 
plaque commemorating 
the Gress Whalers and 
their special comrade-
ship, on the gable end 
of 21 Gress, the home of 
Iain and Donalda Murray. 
Loch a Tuath News is 
pleased to give the story 
of the mural and plaque, 
as told by Iain.

“There were eighteen 
whalers from the village 
of Gress, more than any 
other village in the island 
for its size. I have been asked many 
times the reason for this and to be 
honest I cannot truthfully answer 
the question. My own theory is that 
they followed Angus MacIver, the 
eldest of the four MacIver brothers 
from No. 36, who was the first to 
join Salvesen. Angus was the most 
senior ranking whaler of all Lewis 
men to join. He was a mate on the 
catchers and this indeed was an 
achievement for a British whaler, as 
all or most senior positions on catch-
ers were taken by Norwegians. 

Their names are as follows:-  Angus, 
Calum, Donald and Murdo (Poshan) 
No.36, Donald (Gida) MacDonald 
No.32, John (Shono) and Murdo 
(Mardo) MacLennan No.23, William 
(Bobshie) MacLeod No 31, John 
(Jock) Murray No 21, Kenny Murdo 
and Calum MacIver No 15, John 
George (Kangaran) MacLeod No.12,  
Alex (Al) Graham No. 9, Murdo 
(Murchadh Roddy) MacLeod No 10, 
Alex (Eachinne) MacMillan No 6, 
Norman (Stoggy) MacInnes No 4, 
John (Swannie) MacDonald No 40. 

There are three of us left, Swannie, 
Al Graham and myself, and at the 
age of 75 I am the baby. The Mural 
and Memorial Plaque on the gable 
end of my house is in the memory of 
these Gress Whalers.

I think most people are aware of my 
affinity to my whaling days. When 
I returned home from London in 
1996 after serving my time for my 

Queen and Country I purchased 
the old "Carlton" pub. The pub was 
empty for the previous two years 
so I thought it was a good time for 
me to change the name. My original 
plan was to call it The Whalers. This 
was given some publicity and the 
next thing I had Greenpeace on my 
doorstep. I had to have a few quick 
answers for them and told them, 
"The whaler has come home to rest, 
hence the name The Whaler's Rest. 
Then followed my own label whisky, 
The Whaler's Dram. I commissioned 
a model maker, John Campbell from 
Point, to make a model of the last 
British whale catcher the Southern 
Actor to go on show in my pub, but 
before it was complete I had sold 
the pub. She is now on display in 
the ferry terminal. The pub was sold 
in 2004.

I was aware the 50th anniversary 
of the end of whaling was 2013. I 
was also aware that as the years 
went by, there were naturally 
fewer and fewer whalers alive. 
I felt it was a thriving indus-
try in Scotland and one that 
should not be forgotten. I 
wrote my book The Whaler 
of Scotland Yard and told of 
my whaling days in South 
Georgia and Antarctica; the 
book was sold out with-
in a year. Following this I 
wrote to many, many film 
and television companies 
and indeed a Government 
Department suggesting 

they do a documentary 
on our past whaling days. 
All my efforts were finally 
rewarded with the BAFTA 
award winning docu-
mentary Britain's Whale 
Hunters, The Untold 
Story, seen on television 
in 2015.

I happened to see a 
mural on the gable end 
of a house in Tong. This 
immediately set me going 
again, hence the mural 
and the memorial plaque 
to the Gress Whalers. A 
local artist agreed to paint 
the mural and the whole 

painting was completed in around a 
week. It has been admired by many 
who have come to look at it, from 
near and far. She copied the subject 
from a post card painted by George 
Cummings who is still alive and is 
the secretary of the Leith ex Whalers 
Club. George went whaling first as a 
15 year old in 1947.

As the youngest one left of the 
Gress boys I knew each and every 
one of them and my next project is 
to try and get a photograph of all of 
them with a view to completing an 
album for the Gress Village Board 
on Facebook.

I have been motivated in all this 
because of the wonderful "com-
radeship" which is felt to this day 
amongst all whalers and was very 
special to us whalers from Gress”.

(More murals can be seen on p32. Ed)

AGM

Monday 8th February
8pm

All welcome

Loch 
 a Tuath 

Community Hut

Whalers from the Village of Gress

Swannie and Jock with mural and commemoration plaque
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Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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February is the month when the garden begins to 
show signs of life, though it can still be considered as 
late winter. It can 
also be the coldest 
month of the year, 
with bitter winds 
and a mixture of 
frost, snow and 
rain. Nevertheless, 
in spite of the ele-
ments, the days are 
lengthening and we 
can take the oppor-
tunity to tidy the 
garden and prepare 
for the spring.

Last year was a dis-
appointment, which 
tends to dampen 
one's enthusiasm. I 
have to confess that, in the 9 years since we returned 
to Lewis, I have failed to achieve the garden which I 
had in mind, regarding colour and variety. You can see 
from the photo what was achieved even in a couple of 
years in Kingussie, though the winter temperature there 
could drop to as low as minus 15 to 20 degrees C. It 
was not possible to grow a hydrangea or a red robin 
there, whereas here they thrive well.

So, as I look at the soil, I ask the question "Where 

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...Looking forward

to the Challenges Ahead

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £35.64 to Laura Graham, 5 Catherine Hill, Coll, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JS.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk
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do I go this year?" My covetous nature was drawn 
towards a variety of perennials which I hope to consid-

er, along with the usual 
vegetables. At the time 
of writing, it has been 
so far an exceptionally 
mild winter, for already 
one day during the first 
week in January, I saw 
a couple of healthy dai-
sies in the grass, which 
have even survived the 
frost.

The carrots have been 
left in the ground to 
over-winter and, main-
taining their freshness, 
they are ideal for lifting 
as we need them. The 
greenhouse is full of pot 

cuttings taken last year, many of which will be given 
away, as they are merely taken for pleasure. Other 
new cuttings are left to over-winter, hopefully rooting, 
ready to be transferred to pots. So the cycle of garden-
ing continues, repeating the same year after year and, 
like the plants themselves, their new life gives us fresh 
inspiration to approach this coming year with hopeful 
expectation. Yes, let's look forward to the challenges 
of this year!

From The Poileagan

Angus' Kingussie Garden
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Katie Bell and Donald Stewart, 29 Coll, 1965

Bean Dhomhnaill 
Ruaidh, (Cab 
Stewart's Grannie) 
Stewart, Aunt 
Kate, Ciorstaidh 
Mary Sheoidhean 
and her son 
George Finlay, 
1951

Anna 
Frank, Vatisker (Some older 

readers may remember Annie's wee house opposite the church) and 
Hannah, mother of Alasdair, Uilleam and Dolina) in the late 70s.

Chris 'Moley' with Willie Angie. Football p24
Iain Anderson accepting 
the silverware on behalf of 
the junior footballers

Alice Murray, Secretary at Sgoil a' Bhac, hard at work in the school office in the 90s

Football Trophies
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Stranded whales in different parts of the British Isles have 
recently been in the news. The fate of the whale mentioned 
below is somewhat different to that of the stranded whales 
today. 

Capture of a Whale at Coll

Early on the morning of the 17th inst, while three crofters resid-
ing at Coll were on their way to Stornoway, when passing Coll 
Farm steading they observed a whale floundering in shallow 
water near the shore, being left by the receding tide in a small 
pool, out of which it was impossible for it to regain deep water 
until the tide turned. They immediately attacked it, and after a 
great deal of labour and embracing of the sand by the attacking 
party the whale was secured by ropes and dragged on to Mr 
Hunter’s farm, where it at present lies awaiting a purchaser. It 
is of the bottle-nosed species, and measures 12 feet in length. It 
is to be hoped that a purchaser will be found, as the men who 
captured it have spent a lot of time and labour in securing it.

The birth of my first niece last October brought with it an 
insight into a whole new world – the ancient art of baby 
naming. Never before had I considered the challenge 
faced by those tasked with naming a new baby. It wasn’t 
until I was trawling through newspaper baby announce-
ments, in the hope of coming up with some inspiration 
to pass on to the soon-to-be parents, that I realised this 
was something that islanders had figured out long ago. 
With our tradition of sticking to a set of family names, 
we avoided a lot of back and forth about finding a name 
that’s easy to spell yet unique yet not so unique that it will 
cause confusion! Having the same name as your neigh-
bour or even your own sibling was par for the course. 
Confusion about identity could be overcome by people’s 
impressive knowledge of family trees. Admittedly, how-
ever, Donna Choinnich Dhòmhnaill Chalum Choinnich 
Dhòmhnaill Bhàin is a bit of a mouthful and I can see why 
our island history is embellished with some wonderful 
nicknames.  From the stories I’ve heard, these monikers 
were created as a result of everything from personal-
ity characteristics to appearance to amusing childhood 
incidents. A quick look at the Back phonebook published 
in the early 2000s lists everyone by their given names 
and their family nicknames. These community-bestowed 
names are as defining to us as are the names on our 
birth certificates. They contradict the assertion that we 
are unimaginative and, indeed, suggest the opposite. 
Like I said, our ancestors had this naming lark very much 
figured out.

What made me consider this convention was a task 
that I was set as part of my university course, to explain 
what I think makes a successful history teacher – which 
I hope to be by June this year. My first thought was to 
remember my own History teachers in Back School and 
at the Nicolson Institute. They were excellent and helped 
develop my interest in the subject. But my passion for 

history was not ignited in the classroom. Rather, it was 
through conversations on the street and church and 
neighbours’ houses, where stories were told and people 
I’d never heard of remembered. Listening to anecdotes 
and folklore being shared was, in reality, a front-line edu-
cation in historical study. 

One of the key issues that history teachers face nowa-
days is that young people often cannot see the con-
nection between the study of history and their everyday 
lives. As someone who is fascinated by the subject, it’s 
challenging to grapple with this. Even more so when you 
are as lucky as I was to have it as part of the everyday 
narrative in your community. Not only do we have a 
connection to our history, our names and identity pro-
vide a real and crucial tie to where we’ve come from. At 
first hearing, Donna seems like a very ordinary name. 
However, like many island “Donnas” (including, my 
Gress-born flatmate!) I was named after my seanair. I 
never had the chance to meet him but the sense of being 
able to carry his name reminds me of how fortunate I am 
to have a connection to something that isn’t material or 
even tangible. Rather it is a reminder that I am a small 
part of something much bigger. 

Shakespeare wrote “what’s in a name?” and I can see 
his point. A label is not always the most helpful thing. 
Indeed, some names come with their own hindrances 
and assumptions. They can be reminders of things 
someone might rather forget. But for those of us for-
tunate enough to carry a family name proudly, we are 
lucky to have the chance to create our own identity while 
acknowledging our rich ancestry. Personally, I feel for-
tunate that I am a branch on a many-limbed family tree, 
each defined but not constrained by those who went 
before. I am sure that I am not alone. What’s in a name? 
In mine, there is home.

Litir Dhachaigh Donna Màiri Maciver

A Gleaning from the Highland News 
(At the turn of 19th/20th Centuries)

From Highland News WW1 Reports Lewis Brothers Defy Death 
(see p11)
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Material for publication in the MARCH issue of Loch a Tuath 
News must be in before MONDAY 15th FEBRUARY 2015

On page 25 you can read of the inspiration for the mural of the 
Southern Actor painted on the gable end of 21 Gress. This 
mural was inspired by the mural of deer painted on the 
gable end of Brian (Loudy) and Mary John Macleod’s 
house in Tong, and can be seen below.

Also pictured is the horse at the stable door at Ishbel 
MacLachlan’s house at 39 Vatisker.

The artwork is by a local resident, 07802 750 758.

M
  u
   r
    a
      l       s

Stable mural 
at 39 Vatisker

Southern Actor Mural at 21 Gress

Deer mural at 
10a Tong
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