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We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 

Fàilte
Welcome to this, our first issue of 
Loch a’ Tuath News of 2015. The com-
mittee of your community magazine 
would like to wish all our readers a 
very happy, healthy and peaceful New 
Year. 

In December, as were other parts 
of the country, we were assailed by 
storms and an unprecedented number 
of lightning strikes leading to power 
cuts and damage to computers and 
hubs. This was the ‘weather bomb’ 
the national media was talking about. 
The drama of the storm is seen in the 
stunning image on our front cover, 
as pictured by Maggie Macleod, our 
secretary, from her home in Gress. 
This is our first part colour edition on 
a permanent basis, and it is indeed 
a pleasure having the opportunity to 
print such images.

The Loch a’ Tuath News Citizenship 
Award for 2014 was awarded to Lynn 
Maclean for all her work in the com-
munity with young people in the world 
of Highland Dance. We congratulate 
Lynn on her award and you can read 
about her nomination in this issue. 

Avril Allen has also given hours of her 
time to our community, children and 

adults, in her very successful Gaelic 
choirs. Meet Avril in our personality 
feature. Many people give of their time 
so willingly to encourage young peo-
ple in discovering new pursuits and 
interests as is described in the Gress 
Angling Association’s Open Day for 
young folk, and we also hear about 
all the time that Willie Macdonald has 
devoted to coaching young football-
ers.

One hundred and twenty years ago 
the terrible tragedy of Am Bathadh 
Mòr a’ Bhac took place when many 
lives were lost in Loch a’ Tuath. This 
event is retold by Neil Murray. In addi-
tion to all that and more, there are of 
course all the regular features for your 
enjoyment.

Finally, we would like to thank the 
many contributors to Loch a’ Tuath 
News over the last twelve months. 
You all make the magazine so varied 
and interesting for all our readers 
at home and away and we look for-
ward to reading many more interest-
ing articles and looking at many more 
old photographs. Remember, your old 
colour photographs can now appear 
in colour!

Bliadhna Mhath Ùr dhuibh uile!

Front cover:  The power of the 
December storm, as seen from 
Gress looking towards Vatisker. 
(With thanks to Maggie Macleod, 
Gress.)



3

As NA 
BAilteAN

other relatives.

Congratulations

Our best wishes are sent to the young 
couple now residing at 1 Church Street. 
Kathlene, daughter of Anne and Angus 
Allan, Tong, and Ali Morrison from 
Stornoway were married recently in 
Inverness. The marriage service was 
conducted by Rev Calum Iain Macleod, 
F. C. Manse, Back.

We congratulate Ruaraidh Mackenzie – 
Mac Uilleam Hannah and Chrissie Mary, 
19 vatisker on his appointment as archi-
tect with Comhairle nan Eilean Siar. 
Well done, Ruaraidh! Your experience 
of working in Glasgow and in the south 
of England will now be put to good use.

Engagement

The engagement of Allan Maclachlan, 
39 vatisker, to Esther from East Kilbride 
was announced in mid - November. We 
send them our sincere good wishes. Is 
it to be a honeymoon on the new ferry?!

A Vatisker minister for Ness

Warm good wishes go to Rev Ewen 
Matheson as he and his family settle 
in their home, the Free Church Manse 
in Ness.

Ewen, who has been a minister in North 
Uist for a number of years was inducted 
to Cross Free Church in November.

May God bless his work there.

Coll
In Hospital

At the time of writing, Jessie Bell 
Mackay, 60 Coll, (Banntrach Aonghas 
Caoidh) is back in hospital but making 
steady progress.

 Katy Bell Mackay, 56 Coll, (Banntrach 
Ivor Ruairidh Staoig) was also in hospi-
tal but is now home also making steady 
progress; it is not often that we see three 
ladies from the same village in hospital 
at the same time; Jessie Bell is in the 
same ward as Katie Mary Macdonald 
53b (Bean Iain a’ Lally) who has been 

BACk/VAtisker
Condolences

The Late Donnie Macleod

Many in the district were sorry to hear 
of the passing of Donnie Macleod – 
Donnie Sketch – of 81 Springfield Road, 
Stornoway. He had, over the years, a 
strong connection with the Back area. 
Many years ago he married Catriona 
Macaskill, a popular Lighthill girl, and 
thus began initially an attachment to the 
place and its people.

Donnie was for many years one of 
the key workers in Todd’s (James 
Macdonald’s) Mill on Seaforth Road and 
there he befriended and worked with  
very many men and women from Back 
who were employed in different depart-
ments of the mill – at that time a very 
productive place of Harris Tweed..

In periods of leisure Donnie was a 
keen freshwater sea angler and was 
very involved with the inception of the 
Stornoway Sea Angling Club in the 60s.

Donnie was a cheerful and friendly per-
son who always greeted people from 
the Back area with a ready welcome. 
The only exception was when Back 
Football team played United! There was 
never any doubt –even when there was 
a strong family connection – where his 
loyalty lay! He was a member of the 
United F. C. Committee also.

To Catriona and family, and to Donnie’s 
sisters and surviving brother, we extend 
much sympathy.

Sympathy is also extended to friends 
and especially to those who remember 
the family of Annette Stafford when they 
lived at New Street, Back. She was 
the daughter of Anna a’ Phocaid and 
Murchadh Beag. Annette, who was only 
sixty four years of age, passed away at 
her home in Cardiff.

Our condolences go to her husband, 
Roger, her brother Norman and her sis-
ters Tina and Jane and their respective 
families. We also remember at this sad 
time her two aunts and uncle as well as 

a patient there for a considerable time. 
We wish Katie you could come home 
to 53b Coll, it is lonely without you and 
Iain.

Bereavement

Our sympathy goes to the family of the 
late Annie Maclean, 12 Coll, (Banntrach 
Tash), who passed away on 9 December 
2014 at the ripe old age of 94. To her 
only daughter Katie Ann and family in 
Nairn, and all other immediate relatives 
we extend our sorrow at this sad and 
difficult time. It seems so much harder 
when one loses a loved one at this time 
of the year. 

toNg
New Baby

Congratulations to Karen and David 
Heckles 21 Aird Tong, following the 
birth of their new baby daughter, Willow 
Ann.  A baby sister for Lily Mae. Another 
granddaughter for Cathie Ann and 
David, Gearraidh Ghuirm and Irene and 
Sandy in Perth.

Engagement

We would like to extend our sincere 
congratulations to Graham MacIver, 
4 Aird Tong, who recently announced 
his engagement to Liza Courtney from 
Airdrie. We send them both our best 
wishes as they plan their future together.

Village Condolences

We extend our sincere condolences to 
the family of the late Mrs Shedden, for-
merly from Clachan Biorach, Tong who 
passed away recently. We especially 
remember her daughter Norma and the 
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Golden Couple 
Donalda and 
Iain Murray 
(Gress)

As na Bailtean Pictures
Maree Wilson, 
at Face of the 

globe Pageant, 
Maree won the 

Miss Charity 
Award and 

raised £2347. 
She also won 

the People's 
Choice Award. 

(Tong)

Willow Ann and big sister Lily Mae (Tong)

Calum Kenneth Clark (Upper Coll) Upper Coll Children greet Santa at their Christmas party

Avril and Lynton Allen (see Meet Avril Allen, p10-11)
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rest of the family at this very sad time.

We also send our sincere sympathy to 
the family of the late Ishbel Mackay, 13 
Milkinghill Park. Her husband Donald 
John, her daughters Christine and 
Helen and son Donald and their families 
are in our thoughts at this time. We also 
remember her brothers who travelled 
from Canada to her funeral and her 
extended family. Ishbel will be a great 
loss to the village and to her friends 
at Tong Mission House and her Bible 
Study Group.

gress
Gress Songwriting Success

Congratulations to David at No.24 (mac 
Ian Ailig Sheogaidh) on winning the 
recent Scotland Sings songwriting com-
petition. Entries had to be based on a 
traditional folktale and could be either 
in Scots or Gaelic. David's new Gaelic 
song will be arranged for four part har-
mony and will be performed at a number 
of events in the new year. Scotland sings 
is a new initiative aiming at encouraging 
choral singing in the community. David 
had heard about the competition whilst 
attneding this year's Inverness Mod with 
Còisir Sgìr a'Bhac and decided to give 
it a go.

Condolences

Our sympathy goes to Cathie Ruaraidh 
Portain, formerly of Gress, on the death 
of her brother’s widow Flora at her home 
in Stockport. Flora always remembered 
Cathie and visited her every year. She 
leaves two daughters and our thoughts 
are with them.

Well Done

Congratulations to Ellie MacDonald 
(daughter of D.A. and Margaret, 31 
Gress) on achieving first prize in a 
Western Isles art competition for a 
Christmas card for Alasdair Allan. 

Get Well Wishes

We are delighted that Murdag Sgaoisidh 
(Murdag Ferguson, 15 Gress) is at 
home and recovering well after her stay 
in hospital. 

Golden Wedding

Iain and Donalda 19 December 1964

Many congratulations go to Iain and 
Donalda Murray on the occasion of 
their Golden Wedding Anniversary on 
19 December. This very special anni-
versary was celebrated at Crieff Hydro 
and Iain and Donalda were joined at 
the weekend of celebrations by family 
from Stornoway, Dornoch, London and 
France.

The anniversary was attended by the 
children and grandchildren, Iain's sister 
Jean Ann and her daughter Marina, and 
Donalda's sister and brother in law Ann 
and Ron Harris from France. Calum and 
Mary (Iain's brother and his wife) were 
unable to make it as Mary was unwell 
and we all hope she feels better soon.

A lovely meal was had at the Hotel 
and we all enjoyed the facilities of 
which there were 
many. The kids 
had great fun 
on the Segways 
and Woodland 
Combat. Don't 
know what they 
have planned for 
the next one but 
we are looking 
forward to it!! 

(Needless to say, 
this news item 
was not inserted 
by Donalda!  Her 
family shared 
the news with 
us! Ed.)

Upper Coll

New Baby

Many congratulations go to John Robert 
and Erica Clark, 80 Upper Coll, on the 
birth of their son Calum Kenneth who 
was born on 27th October 2014. Calum 
is the fourth grandchild of Kenny & 
Anne Clark (14 Upper Coll) and the fifth 
grandchild of Calum and Dene Campbell 
(Garrabost). His big sister Hannah is 
very proud of her baby brother, she is all 
over him and loves him to bits!

Thanks

John Robert, Erica and family would like 
to sincerely thank family, friends, neigh-
bours and everyone that remembered 
them in prayer and supported them dur-
ing John’s illness. It has meant so much 
to us all.

Good Wishes

The good wishes of the community go 
to John Robert for continuing good pro-
gress after his illness.

Children’s Christmas Party

The children of Upper Coll enjoyed their 
Christmas party on 20 December. Lots 
of fun, games and food, and there was 
the added excitement of a surprise visit 
from Santa Claus!

Back Community Council
Senior Citizens’ Lunch

Caladh Inn

Saturday 24 January 2015

 1.30 pm
Entertainment will be provided by local children

To book a place please contact:

 Joan Maclean 820581, Anne Macarthur 820418 or 
Catriona Stewart 820653, before 19 January. 

This will let us confirm numbers with the hotel. If you 
need a lift please let us know and we will arrange for 

you to be picked up.
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We congratulate Lynn Maclean, Coll, on being 
the worthy recipient of the Loch a’ Tuath News 
Citizenship Award 2014.

Lynn has been teaching Highland dancing to local 
children for many years and for all her hard work and 
dedication over these years, was nominated for the 
Citizenship Award and received the most votes.

Lynn’s achievements have been put into words by one 
of her nominees,

“I would like to nominate Lynn Maclean from Coll for 
the Loch a’ Tuath Citizenship Award. Lynn has worked 
tirelessly for over 30 years with children in the com-
munity teaching them Highland Dancing.

Lynn runs her own Dance School but she also set up 
The Lewis Highland Dancing Society which last year 
celebrated its 25th Anniversary. The forming of the 
Society (which is a charity and depends on fundrais-
ing) enabled Highland Dancing Competitions to be 
held on the Island, which meant that our youngsters 
were afforded the same opportunity as youngsters on 
the mainland and were able to compete here on the 
Island. Some of Lynn's former pupils have gone on to 
become dance teachers themselves.

Lynn also taught youngsters in Harris, setting up a 
yearly competition in Harris and has even taught in 
Uist. She has taken her dancers to America, Paris and 
I am sure many other places where her dancers held 
their own against stiff competition. None of this would 
have been possible without Lynn.

She is a great role model for our children. She instils 
in them a good sense of fair play, how to be just 
as gracious when losing, as when winning, to work 
hard work at your sport, and to always behave like 
a lady (or gent). The children as well as the parents 
adore her - many lasting friendships have been made 

through Lynn's Dance School over the years. She is 
a quiet lady who puts in hours and hours of work with 
the girls, she would never blow her own trumpet - but 
Highland Dancing on the Island wouldn't be what it is 
today without Lynn. 

I am sure she has done much more - which could be 
put more eloquently than I have managed - but I feel 
she is a very worthy nomination.”

Lynn received her award at an informal presentation in 
the Church Hall on 29 December 2014. She thanked 
the committee and the readers of the Loch a Tuath 
News for the award, saying that when she received 
the phone-call from the LATN Chair Willie Maclean to 
inform her that she had won the award, she thought 
he was asking her to nominate someone! She said 
how much she had enjoyed teaching Highland danc-
ing to youngsters over the years and how gratifying it 
was to now see those she had taught as youngsters 
now bringing their own children to learn Highland 
dancing.

The committee would like to thank Dina for tea-
making and photography duties!

Citizenship Award

Lynn Maclean receiving the Citizenship Award from Willie 
Maclean

The Original Lynn Maclean Dancers (left to right)
Back row: Chrisanne Morrison, Mairi Stewart, 
Sheena Maclean, Sandra Campbell, Joanne 
Macritchie, Maureen Mackinnon
Third row: Julie Macritchie, Anna Maclean, Carol 
Mackinnon, Muriel Macrae, Anna Murray, Jayne 
Murray, Margaret Stewart, Erica Macdonald
Second row: Kay Black, Chrisanne Macsween, 
Liliann Macsween
Front row: Anne Finlayson, Eilidh Macinnes, 
Mairead Maclean, Anncris Murray. To the left is Alice 
Maclean. Photo taken at a Christmas Show in Back 
School in the mid 80s.
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On Saturday 22 November the local branch of Cancer 
Research UK held a memorable fun filled fund rais-
ing evening in the Cabarfeidh Hotel, where the title 
of Mr Stornoway was being battled for. The com-
petition was brilliant-
ly compered by Liz 
Rogers, Upper Coll, 
and Tom Maciver, 
in their own inimi-
table styles and the 
eleven competitors 
faced a panel of five 
judges including Kay 
Mackay, Chairperson 
of the local branch 
of Cancer Research 
UK and Christine 
Harbourne, who used 
to organize the origi-
nal Mr Stornoway 
events.

After three rounds, 
to great applause, 
Murdo John Mackay, 
Mr Back and Sides, (mac Murdo Alan) 31 Coll, was pro-
nounced Mr Stornoway. He beat off stiff competition, 
being victorious over the ten other brave men who took 
part in the competition.

Murdo was persuaded to enter the competition by Louise 
Jappy and Lena Dawson of Back and Sides Barbers in 
Bayhead. He knew nothing of the event until he arrived 
back on the island on the lunchtime ferry and got called 
to the barber’s shop. He was persuaded to enter after 
about an hour!

You may be wondering what Murdo John had to do to 
achieve his success! The competition comprised of three 
rounds: Dress to Impress, Dream Job and Make us 
Laugh.

Round 1 - Dress to Impress.
All the boys made a big effort and most wore kilts or DJs 
in this round with some nice additions of Harris Tweed!! 
They were all quite nervous to stand on a runway in 
front of 150 audience members, telling a bit about them-
selves, but as the competition went on they became a 
lot more confident! Mr Stornoway impressed in the very 
smart uniform he wears when driving wedding coaches. 

Round 2 – Dream Job.
This last round was very funny. There was a fireman 
complete with hose, a footballer (in very skimpy shorts!) 
and a medical man with a very interesting costume! A lot 
of thought had been put into costumes!  Alan, who ended 

up in second place, came in on an inflatable horse and 
the three contestants from Duncan Mackay and sons 
dressed as Father Ted and his assistants! There was 
also a diver and of course more traditional jobs such as a 

lorry driver and a sail-
or. Mr Stornoway was 
of course dressed 
in his truck gear as 
he already has his 
dream job, driving 
long haulage trucks, 
south of the border, 
for D. R. Macleod.

Round 3 – Make us 
Laugh

By this round every-
one was a lot more 
relaxed, and the 
laughs were free flow-
ing. Mr Stornoway 
himself held the audi-
ence in the palm of 
his hand and had 

everyone rolling in the aisles.  This was especially com-
mendable as it was all off the cuff and he knew nothing 
about this round until ten minutes before he was on 
stage!! There were songs sung, and indeed written espe-
cially for the night! 

Finally, to conclude a brilliant evening, there was a spe-
cial guest appearance from Mrs Brown who crowned the 
champion in her own very unique way.

Mr Stornoway himself later said,

“The whole thing was a lot of fun from start to finish. 
There was a great bunch of guys who took part, includ-
ing Allan Maclachlan, vatisker, who was second, and 
Steven Jumbo Stewart, Coll, who had entered with his 
boss and one of his workmates. A great laugh was had 
behind the stage and the  work of the Cancer Research 
team and the duo of Liz and Tom was fantastic and really 
gave all the guys a boost to get on the stage. As far as 
I’m concerned, every man that climbed on that stage was 
a winner, as each and every one was a hardy soul. To 
be honest I don’t feel a worthy winner compared to the 
other guys that were there, but all in all a fantastic night 
was had for a really fantastic cause and a massive vote 
of thanks goes to the local Cancer Research committee 
and the girls from Back and Sides.”

The night was indeed a great success and Cancer 
Research UK raised £1096. A big thank you must go out 
to all the men involved and especially the three winners:

First, Murdo John; Second, Alan; Third, Kevin. 

Cancer Research UK - Isle of Lewis Branch
Mr Stornoway - Murdo John Mackay

Liz and Tom pose with Mr Stornoway (Mr Back and Sides) and the other 
stars of the show.
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From the Manse
S.O.E. or D.I.Y. ?

Someone was once asked, ‘Can you think of the kindest, 
most generous, hardest-working person in the whole world?’  
This was his response:

‘I can.  The individual’s initials are S.O.E.  This person is 
most obliging.  No task is too much bother for S.O.E.    

Who will make dinner?  S.O.E. will.

If dishes are to be washed S.O.E. will gladly wash – and dry!

If there are errands to be done S.O.E. will see to them.  
Distance is no problem, for S.O.E. will go the extra mile.  

S.O.E. will wash the car at the drop of a hat.

If an extra pair of hands is required, S.O.E. will volunteer.

In fact, for any job that needs to be done, for any gift that 
needs to be made, you can depend on S.O.E. – who is of 
course…‘Some-One-Else.’’

Most of us have a tendency to leave all the donkey work, all 
the hard graft, all the sacrifices, all the giving, to S.O.E. – to 
someone else.

Perhaps the next time help is needed, some gift is request-
ed, some job is crying out to be done, we might feel sorry for 
S.O.E.  Instead of saying ‘Let someone else do it,’ we might 
just say ‘Let me do it.’  

Long ago when God wanted a message to be taken and 
proclaimed, he asked, ‘Who will go for us?’  

Isaiah the prophet might have said, ‘Here is someone else, 
send him!’  Instead he said, ‘Here am I, send me’ (Isaiah 
6:8).  His approach was more D.I.Y. than S.O.E.

Perhaps we all need a little of Isaiah’s willingness to do 
it ourselves rather than pass the buck to someone else.  
There’s plenty to do in the community, in voluntary circles 
and in church outreach.  Let’s resolve, by grace, at the 
beginning of a new year, to give with greater self-sacrifice.  
We all have gifts, talents, skills and abilities.  Let’s give gen-
erously in 2015, so that someone else and indeed, no-one 
else, has to do what we can do ourselves.

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the com-
munity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services 
in Back and Tong during January 2014 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 4 January
12 Noon: Mr Iain R Morrison    (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 11 January
10:30am: Rev Calum I Macleod
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod
6pm:  Rev Alasdair I Macleod  

Sunday 18 January
10:30am: Rev Alasdair I Macleod
12 Noon: Rev Kenneth M Ferguson  (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod 

Sunday 25 January
10:30am: Mr Iain R Morrison
12 Noon: Rev Donald A Macdonald  (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 4 January
10:30am: Rev Alasdair I Macleod 

Sunday 11 January
6pm:  Mr Neil Murray     (Gaelic)

Sunday 28 January
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 28 January
6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon

January Service Times 

Monthly Family Service
Tong Mission House

Every 3rd Sunday @ 12 Noon
***************

Sunday 18 January 2015
Preacher: 

Rev Calum I Macleod



10

Meet…....... Avril Allen
Avril Allen, has con-
tributed a fantastic 
amount to our com-
munity in the num-
ber of hours she has 
devoted to conduct-
ing and arranging 
music for Còisir Sgìr 
a’Bhac and Còisir 
Og a’ Bhac, with 
huge success. We 
now get the chance 
to meet Avril….

Avril, where were 
you born?

I was born in 
Edinburgh, the 
youngest of four chil-
dren – I had a big 
brother and two big sisters. 

What are your memories of your school days?

At school I always enjoyed music and I sang a lot and 
my Mum always told me about how good the Gaelic 
choirs were that she had heard. My Mum was Irish and 
Dad was Scottish. At primary school I loved performing 
and took part in Burns Federation competitions for reci-
tations and solo singing, and then at secondary school 
I took up the French horn and absolutely loved it.

Soon all my time was filled playing in bands, orches-
tras and shows. Instead of doing sixth year at school 
I went to Napier College in Edinburgh to take a Music 
Diploma course where I got an LLCM  diploma - 
(Licentiate Diploma of the London College of Music), 
and from there I progressed to the Royal College of 
Music to their degree course studying French Horn, 
Singing, and  Piano. I then finished my musical studies 
in Manchester at the Royal Northern College of Music 
where I developed an interested in how young children 
learn music. I was the only non-string playing student 
to attend the well-known string teaching course at the 
college.

Where did this lead you? 

After college I played the French horn professionally 
which involved a lot of travelling. I also worked part 
time teaching French horn and other brass instru-
ments, as well as conducting bands for Manchester 
and Salford local authorities.

After starting a family though, I didn't want to work 

away from home, so started a part time business run-
ning music classes for young children called 'Little 
Stars'. Eventually we had classes running in five differ-
ent centres in Manchester. Also at this time, I became a 
special police constable so that I could play the French 
horn in the Greater Manchester Police Band as they 
didn’t have any full time officers who could play French 
horn.

During all these years I had occasionally conducted 
bands and orchestras and this was a growing inter-
est. At the age of 35 I decided to go back to College 
to study for a Post-Graduate Certificate in Education 
to be a full time class music teacher. Before leaving 
college I got a job in Bellevue Boys School in Bradford 
as principal teacher of music and whilst working there 
saw an advert for a music teacher for the Isle of Lewis.

What were your first impressions on coming to 
Lewis?

I travelled up with the family to see the island and we 
fell in love with it. In fact, Jack and Josie liked it so 
much that they asked if we could move here even if I 
didn’t get the job! Pressure on!  Luckily, I got the job 
and we moved up in July 2000. My son Jack went 
into Primary 6 and my daughter Josie into Primary 
2 at Laxdale School where they quickly settled and 
soon grew to enjoy the freedom that island children 
have because of the safe community we have here. In 
Manchester they couldn't be allowed out of the back 
garden unaccompanied! 

How did you become involved with Còisir Sgìr a’ 
Bhac?

My first timetable had seven schools and included 
Lews Castle School. I was delighted to see how much 
the children on the island loved their music!  In my 

Avril and Ronnie Murray, conductor of the Lochs choir at the 2013 
Mod. Their choirs shared highest marks for music thus sharing the 
Captain Angus M. Stewart  Trophy. Avril is holding the Mrs Catherine 
Macdonald Silver Baton for winning conductor of the Lorn Shield.
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second year on the island I had Back school added 
to my timetable. There I was soon contacted by Còisir 
Sgìr a' Bhac who had lost their conductor, Rodney 
Mackenzie, as he had moved to the mainland. They 
asked me to conduct, but I had no Gaelic and was very 
unenthusiastic as I felt I didn’t have enough specialist 
knowledge.

Tormod Smith and Diane Macleod stalked me at a 
few of my schools and Diane said that the choir might 
close if they couldn’t 
get a conductor. I was 
horrified at the thought 
of a choir closing so I 
said that I would con-
duct the choir for six 
months until they could 
get a real Gaelic Choir 
conductor.  They still 
haven’t found a 'real' 
conductor and twelve 
years later I am still 
working with the choir! 
They have all become 
great friends and a 
better bunch of people 
I couldn't have hoped 
to meet. We work hard 
at our music together 
and have great fun 
along the way. I think 
that the reason Coisir 
Sgir' a' Bhac is suc-
cessful is that there is 
a great blend of young 
voices with mature 
voices and that the 
new choir members 
coming into the choir 
learn a lot from our 

more experienced members.

For the last ten years I have also conducted 
Còisir Og a' Bhac. It has been a pleasure to 
work with children who are so musical and full 
of fun, but sadly, due to council cut backs, I no 
longer work in Sgoil a' Bhac, and for this rea-
son this last National Mod will probably have to 
be my last with the children as I am no longer 
in the school to hold rehearsals. I will miss 
the children very much, but my new job at the 
Nicolson Institute is keeping me very busy with 
older pupils.

What about your own children? Where are 
they now?

My own children have grown up now and Jack 
is studying archaeology at the University of the 

Highlands and Islands, and Josie is studying Scots 
Song at the Royal Conservatoire of Music in Glasgow.

2014 was a very special year for you. Can you tell 
us why?

In 2010 friends introduced me to Lynton Allen who 
shared a love of music with me. Last July, on the 15th, 
I got married to Lynton on the beach at vatisker, and 
now Back has a very special and happy memory for 

me. The wedding was 
full of music and the 
sun shone. The choir 
sang Le Cheile written 
by David MacLennan; 
former pupils Stephen 
Drummond and Mairi 
Maclennan played as 
the guests arrived; 
Josie played clarsach 
and sang as we signed 
the register, and Alice 
Curry piped us along 
the beach where eighty 
five guests waited for 
us.

If it didn't before, then 
there is no doubt that 
Sgìr' a' Bhac now real-
ly does hold a very 
special place in my 
heart!

Thank you, Avril. We 
wish you and Lynton 
all the very best in 
your married life, and 
also wish you many 
more happy times 
with Còisir Sgìr a’ 
Bhac.

Còisir Og a' Bhac, 2014

Còisir Sgìr a' Bhac

Avril and Lynton's wedding ceremony
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Bathadh Mòr a’ Bhac
In a community that was so dependent, in times past, 
for its livelihood on Broad Bay Fish it is still surprising 
to read that as many as sixty nine men were drowned, 
very often in the sight of their own crofts, as they 
harvested the rich fishing areas of the Loch a’ Tuath 
in the years up to 1894, the year of Bathadh Mòr a’ 
Bhac, the drowning disaster. The year 1894 was one 
of the major tragedies whose impact still lives in the 
memory of a few.

On 22 December of that year, exactly 120 years ago, 
on an extremely dark but ominously calm night ten 
open sailing fishing boats left the shore and sailed out 
into the bay hoping to catch sufficient fish to see them 
into the New Year.

The weather changed with alarming suddenness. 
A severe gale-force wind from the north east swept 
three of the ten boats to their destruction, with the 
loss of every member of their crews. The nineteen 
experienced fishermen could do nothing but allow the 
boats to run bare mast and crash to disaster on the 
rock-strewn sands between Coll, Tong and Melbost.

Over a century has passed since this drowning dis-
aster and one cannot even imagine the grief, pain, 
suffering and the pall of sorrow that touched not only 
the homes but also the whole community. Nineteen of 
the fishermen lost were from Sràid a’ Bhac and one 
from Catherine Hill, vatisker.

The Nineteen Lost Fishermen

No.2 Back - Finlay Morrison 
(Son)

No.4 Back - Murdo and Donald 
Macleod (Father and son)

No.10 Back - Donald and 
Evander Ferguson (Father and 
son)

No.14 Back - Angus Campbell

No.15 Back - Angus Graham

No.17 Back - Angus and James 
Maciver (Father and son)

No.23 Back - Duncan and 
Alasdair Mackay (Father and 
son)

No.25 Back - Angus, Kenneth  
and John Maclennan (Three 
brothers)

No.26 Back - Donald Macleod 
(brother of Murdo, No. 4 Back)  

Lighthill, Back - George Graham

Catherine Hill, vatisker - John 
Morrison

The Reaction of an 
Experienced Fisherman

It has been recorded that an 
experienced fisherman from 
the Poileagan, Alex Graham 
(Scurd), when he arrived at the 
Mol Mòr, vatisker Beach, bent 
down and placed his ear to the 
shingle to listen so as to detect 
from the sound whether bad 
weather was forecasted.

Not happy with what he heard 
he warned those preparing to 
leave to remain on shore. They 
listened to his advice and were 
saved.

Commemorative cairn at Brevig to those fisherman 
drowned in Broadbay and the Minch

Bathadh Mòr a' Bhac. Locations 
where the boats were lost.
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The Aftermath as recorded by John Stewart 
(Shocan Upsan), when a student at Lews Castle 
School.

‘My great grandfather and his son were lost that night. 
Their bodies were found on Melbost Sands. The 
Back sea disaster left many widows and orphans in 
the district and a fund was raised known as the Back 
Disaster Fund. Thousands of pounds were raised 
and my father remembers those in charge of the fund 
coming to visit the widows in horse-drawn carriages. 
They were wearing top hats and to him seemed 
coming to ridicule more than to help. My great grand-
mother referred to two of them as Dòmhnall Dubh and 
Shonie Anderson Grannda.

The fund was exhausted years before the last of 
those who were orphans died.’

N.M.Am Bathadh Mor names on cairn

More than 250 guests attended the 
awards dinner at the Radisson Blu 
Hotel in Glasgow on Wednesday 
19th November, compered by Tv 
and Radio star Cathy MacDonald. 
The annual competition is sponsored 
by Bòrd na Gàidhlig and The Daily 
Record and aims to recognise some 
of the brightest businesses, sports 
groups, teachers, artists and young 
people from around Scotland. This 
year's competition attracted a strong 
field of over 270 entrants in the 10 
categories, with the 2014 event aim-
ing to highlight education and lan-
guage as well as the efforts made in 
maintaining growth and heritage.

The 2014 Young Gaelic Ambassador of the Year Award 
was presented to Coinneach Smith from Gress, who was 
adjudged The Outstanding Young Gael of 2013/2014, for 
entrants under 25. This award recognises young people 
who have made a significant contribution to the promo-
tion of the Gaelic language.

Tosgaire Òg na Gàidhlig 2014

Tha Coinneach Mac a' Ghobhainn air a bhith ag obair 
aig a' Bhac ann an diofar dhreuchdan bho cheumnaich e 
a Oilthigh Ghlaschu. Bha pàirt den obair air a' phrògram 
Rapal troimh stiùidio Sabhal Mòr Ostaig mar phàirt de 
ghreis-gnìomhachais aig Radio na Gàidheal.

Coinneach Smith has been working at the BBC in various 
roles since graduating from the University of Glasgow. 
Some of the work was on the programme Rapal through 

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig studio as a work-
experience placement at Radio nan 
Gaidheal. 

Fhad’s a bha e ann, thòisich e ag 
obair còmhla ris na h-oileanaich agus 
chuir e buidheann sgrìobhaidh air 
dòigh far am biodh iad a’ sgrìobhadh 
sgeidsichean ùra cha mhòr a h-uile 
seachdain. Chaidh a’ mhòr-chuid de 
na sgeidsichean an clàradh agus an 
craoladh air Radio nan Gàidheal. 
Thug sin cothrom sònraichte dha na 
h-oileanaich eòlas fhaighinn air an 
t-seòrsa obrach agus dh’fhaodadh e 
bhith mar a’ chiad cheum dhaibh gu 
dreuchd sna meadhanan a’ ruighinn.

While there, he began working with 
the students and he set up a writing group where the 
students wrote new sketches nearly every week. Most of 
the sketches were recorded and broadcast on Radio nan 
Gaidheal. This gave the students a wonderful opportunity 
to gain experience of the type of work and could provide 
a stepping stone to being employed in media.

Thuirt an neach a mhol Coinneach airson na duais, “Às 
bith dè am program no cò air a tha e ag amas, thèid aig 
Coinneach air an stoidhle agus na briathran freagarrach 
a lorg airson sin, agus tha e a’ sealltainn gun tèid aige air 
obair ann an iomadh seòrsa prògram”.

The nomination for Coinneach for the prize stated, 
“Whatever the programme or whoever it is aimed at, 
Coinneach is able to find the appropriate style and words 
and it shows that he is able to work on many types of 
programme.”

‘S math a rinn thu, a’ Choinnich!

Young Gaelic Ambassador 2014
Coinneach Smith
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Roving Reporters

This month’s news has been brought to readers by: Tori 
Mackinnon, Isla Buchanan, Chiemene Macdonald and 
Harry Bray. It has been a very busy time of year and 
the reporters are to be commended for remembering to 
record all the important school events. 

Book Bug

Chrisanne Macleod (Grace’s mum) and Nina Moir, who 
are both librarians, recently visited the P1/2 classroom 
to read some books which have been shortlisted for the 
Scottish Children’s Book Awards. The pupils voted for 
their favourite story and certainly have the book bug!  
Thank you very much Chrisanne and Nina. 

Soccer 6 And 7s

Tong  School  entered one team for the soccer 7s and one 
team for the soccer 6s. The soccer 7s played on Friday 
and they did very well to be in the match for second place. 
Sadly, they lost 2-0 against Stornoway Primary.

The team for the soccer  7s was Ewan, Harry, Krysta, 
Eilidh, Adam M, Aaron, Caliean and Drew. The soccer 
6s were in the 2 second play off as well but they lost 1-0 
against Lochs. The team players for the soccer 6s were 
Ewan, Harry, Aaron, Caliean, Keith, Jamie, Daniel James 
and Joel.   

Sports Hall Athletics

At the Sports Hall Athletics one of the Tong teams came 
second out of thirty-two teams! There was a lot of sports 
like: Javelin, Bench Run, Standing Long Jump, Chest 

Throw, Shot Put, 
Rebound Jumps, 
Shooting Hoops and 
many more. At the 
end we did a team 
relay. Tong All Stars 
time in the relay was 1 minute 19 seconds. All of the Tong 
teams enjoyed themselves doing all the activities. 

Sarah’s Calendars

Sarah, Primary Two, has made lovely calendars with her 
great-gran. The calendars were priced at £2 and the prof-
its have been used to buy treats for the School Christmas 
parties. Thank you, Sarah. 

Christmas Assembly

The annual Tong School Christmas Assembly was held in 
the school hall on Friday, 12th December. Usually pupils 
and staff walk to Tong Mission House for the service, 
but the weather was so bad that Reverend Macleod and 
some elders came to the service in the school instead.   
He spoke about World War 1 on Christmas Day when 
British and German soldiers exchanged gifts and played 
football and became friends on this one day. This hap-
pened one hundred years ago in 1914.  First of all the 
Germans sang ‘Silent Night’ and then the British Soldiers 
joined in and sang it in English.  We sang ‘Silent Night’ 
and included one verse in German, which was quite tricky.  
We also sang ‘Oh Come All Ye Faithful’ and ‘Away in a 
Manger’.

The Lights Switch On

Miss Mackenzie set a competition to design a poster 
of being safe and 
being seen when 
out and about in 
the winter, and 
the winner got to 
switch on the Tong 
School Christmas 
lights. We got car-
rots and parsnips 
from a very kind 
man from the com-
munity which we 
sold and the money 
went towards buy-
ing Christmas lights 
for the school. 
The winners were 

Tong School

Indoor Athletics Participants

Drew gets set to switch on the lights!
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Drew from P7 and Ethan from P2.  Their posters were 
bright and colourful and showed the importance of being 
sensible when out in the dark.

Drew and Ethan pressed a buzzer that switched on the 
lights on Tuesday 25th November. It was the first ever light 
switch - on at Tong School.

Thank you to all the parents who donated yummy baking, 
also to all who attended the event. 

The lights were installed by ‘ACE’ and the company also 
kindly donated a Christmas light display to the school. This 
is much appreciated by pupils, staff and the wider com-
munity who also enjoy seeing the cheerful lights as they 
pass by the school. 

Christmas Dinner

A power cut in the morning did not stop our super cooks 
from preparing and making the school Christmas dinner.  
Pupils and staff thoroughly enjoyed their meal and the 
toffee tart (which was voted as the school’s favourite pud-
ding) was particularly popular. We all appreciate the great 
effort made by Anna and Fiona. 

Christmas Concert

Our Christmas concert theme this year was The Oscars. 
All the stars and guests walked along the red carpet and 
took their seats in the Golden Star Ballroom (also known 
as Tong Hall).  Primary Six and Seven introduced each 
act. The Nursery children entertained the guests with their 
three sparkly songs, we think the Nursery children had 
the Cute Factor! Primary One, Two and Three sang ‘The 
Children Sleep Tonight’ and ‘The Little Drummer Boy’ and 
the audience enjoyed their performance. One of the high-
lights was Primary Two and Three singing ‘Do You Want 
to Build a Snowman?’  Primary Four and Five delighted 
the audience with their fun rendition of ‘The Twelve Days 
of Christmas’. Primary Four and Five joined together 
with Primary Six and Seven to sing ‘The Christmas 

Countdown’, this included guitars and keyboards. Primary 
Six and Seven treated their guests with a lively and mod-
ern Christmas song called ‘Born in the Hay’. This song 
also featured some children on keyboards.

Our Christmas show was held on Tuesday 16th December 
at 1pm and Wednesday 17th December at 7pm. The 
Golden Star Ballroom was extremely busy on Tuesday 
and Wednesday evening was a sell out! Pupils and staff 
wish to send a big thank you to all who attended and 
showed their support for the school. Three members of 
staff deserve a special Oscar for all their help with musical 
tuition and stage decoration:  thank you Mrs Mackenzie, 
Mrs Fish, Mr Macleod and Miss Maynard.

Christmas Parties

On 18th December Primary One, Two and Three had their 
Christmas party in the school hall and Primary Four to 
Seven had their party in the Tong Hall. Primary Seven dec-
orated cakes for the parties, they were delicious! Santa 
came to visit the good boys and girls in Tong Primary 
School. Thank you, Santa for coming to our parties and 
for the delightful presents.

Ben opening a golden envelope to reveal an Oscar winner

Ethan's got the power! Nursery children on the stage
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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The morning was grey and wet as I picked up my bag to go
“Where are you going?” she asked “I’ll come back home 
soon”.
My father stood proudly as he waved goodbye
While my mother cried silently by his side.

The afternoon was grey and wet as the gunfire rained 
down.
I walked through the muddy trench hearing screams all 
around.
Fighting the enemy I can’t even see.
My regiment fighting alongside me.

As the red sun came down on that last day
I was no longer young, but worn away.
The years had gone by with the horror I had seen.
So many boys and man dying before me

The peaceful dawn broke on a country so beautiful.
Many tears of joy, but more of sadness.
Thousands of men promised to come home, but too many didn’t. 
Leaving mothers, fathers, brothers and sisters all alone.

War Poem Rhys Macritchie, aged twelve, 12 Upper Coll

Fun in the snow in 
the 50s, Upper Coll.

L. to R: Kenneth 
Macdonald (Titan), 
Kenneth Stewart 
(Kenny Gionn), John 
Campbell (Cuilian), 
Agnes Stewart, 
Angus Macleod 
(Gormidh), Chrissie 
Maciver, (Gheb), 
Chrissie Macdonald 
(Tomishan), John 
Murdo Campbell 
(Cuilian’s brother)

Children: Katie Bell 
and Donald Campbell 
(Chuimhnidh)

John Murray (Iain Uisdean) 63 Back 
and 26 Gress, his wife Seonag and 

daughters Dolina and Catriona 
during First World War.

We are delighted to have a contribution from a young member of our community, and all the more so because 
of his evident empathy with the mood of those war years which are being commemorated at this time.
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559
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Back in Time      
Obituary

It is with profound regret we record the death of Mr Donald 
Macleod, 44 Back, which occurred on the 1st Jan, at the 
age of 85 years.  The only surviving son of the late Mr and 
Mrs Macleod, 44 Back, he was predeceased by his wife sev-
eral years ago.  He was naturally of a quiet and unassuming 
nature, and, although confined to bed for over 3 years, bore 
his illness with fortitude and patience.  He is survived by 2 
sons, one married in Gress and the other serving overseas 
with the RCA, also 3 daughters, two of whom are married 
in America.  The third, at home, attended him, with the will-
ing assistance of the district nurse, throughout his protracted 
illness.  The sympathy of the community is extended to the 
family in their sore bereavement.

Wedding

A pretty wedding took place recently at 74 Coll, the home of 
the bride, when Margaret, youngest daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Alexander Maciver, was united in wedlock to John, eldest 
son of Mr and Mrs Malcolm Mackenzie, 7 Aird, Tong.  Rev 
Roderick Mackenzie officiated.  The bride who was given 
away by her cousin, Mr Donald Maciver, Keith St, Stornoway, 
looked beautiful in a gown of white satin, with silver shoes.  
She had as bridesmaids Miss Johanna Mackenzie, the 
groom’s sister and Miss Chrissie Maciver, the bride’s sister, 
who were dressed in pink. Misses Ann Maciver, 70 Coll and 
Christina Mackay, Creed Cottage, Stornoway were trainbear-
ers.  The duties of groomsman were ably performed by Ldg 
Seaman Duncan Maciver, the bride’s brother, who travelled 
from Southampton for the occasion.  After the ceremony, a 
large number of guests were entertained to a well prepared 
wedding feast.  The health and happiness of the newly weds 
was duly toasted and over 70 congratulatory telegrams were 
read.  One from Africa and one from USA.  The happy couple 
were recipients of numerous useful presents including a large 
sum of money.  We wish them every happiness in their new 
home in Stornoway.

On Leave

On leave recently were John Ferguson, RNR, 17 Gress;  
Kenneth M Maciver, RNR, 15 Gress;  PO Roddy Macleod, 
RNR, 1 Gress;  Alexander J Macmillan, RNR, 6 Gress;  
Donald Macinnes, RNR, 4 Gress;  Donald Graham, RNR, 
38 Gress;  PO John Morrison, RNR, 34 Gress;  Kenneth 
Macaulay, FAA, 7 Gress;  Sgt Kenneth A Macaulay, USAAE, 
(son of Angus Macaulay, late of 19 Breasclete);  Cathie 
Morrison, WINS, 34 Gress;  Agnes Ferguson, WAAF, 2 
Gress;  Donald Macleod, RNR, 6 Back;  Donald Mackay, 

     January 1945
RNR, 53 Back;  Donald Martin, RNR, New Street, Back;  
Evander Mackay, RNR, 65 Coll;  Donald Murray, RNR, 7 
Upper Coll;  Malcolm Maciver, RAF, Upper Coll;  Angusina 
Maciver, WRNS, Upper Coll;  Sgt Angusina Beaton, Outend 
Coll;  Cpl Annie Stewart, WAAF, New St, Back;  Katie M 
Campbell, WINS, 6 Vatisker;  Catherine Macleod, WAAF, 1 
Gress;  Annie Beaton, WINS, 12 Coll;  Warrant Officer John 
Mackenzie, RN, Manse;  Angus Murray, Royal Marines, 
32 Vatisker;  Angus Graham, Ldg cook, 22 Vatisker;  Hugh 
Stewart, RNR, 29 Gress;  Alexander Stewart, RNR, 29 
Gress;  John Stewart, RNR, 29 Gress;  John Graham, RAF, 41 
Gress;  Angus Ferguson, RE, 17 Gress;  Ldg Seaman Norman 
Macdonald, 50 Coll;  John Maciver, RNR, Outend Coll;  
Malcolm Maciver, RNR, 43 Coll;  Murdo Maciver, RNR, 72 
Coll;  Angus Maciver, RNR, 72 Coll (three times a survivor);  
Kenneth Macleod , RNR, 20 Back;  Murdo Macleod, RNR, 
32 Back;  Angus Macleod, RNR, 32 Back;  Angus Maciver, 
RNR, 48 Back;  Mary J Murray, NAAFI, 21 Back;  Kenneth 
Campbell, RNR, 26 Back;  Mrs Kenneth Campbell, Gunner, 
ATS, 26 Back;  Isabella Morrison, WAAF, 34 Gress;  Donald 
Angus Macleod, RNR, 47 Vatisker;  Donald Morrison, RNR, 
New St, Back(who had not been home for 8 years and was 
called up in Australia at the outbreak of hostilities);  PO 
Donald Macrae, RCNR, John Macrae, RCE, sons of Angus 
Macrae, late of 25 Coll.

Wedding

A very pretty wedding took place recently at No 1 Gress, the 
home of the bride, when Chrissie, second eldest daughter of 
Mrs Christina Macleod, and the late Mr Murdo Macleod, was 
united in matrimony to Donald, younger son of Mr Roderick 
Mackenzie and the late Mrs Mackenzie, 32 Crossbost, Lochs.  
Rev Roderick Mackenzie, uncle of the groom, officiated.  
The bride, who was given away by her brother, PO Roddy 
Macleod, looked beautiful in a gown of white crepe, with 
long flowing veil, held in place by a wreath of orange blos-
som.  She was attended as bridesmaids by the groom’s sisters 
Jessie and Katie Bell, and her own sister Cathie.  They wore 
respectively, pink, mauve and floral taffeta.  The duties of 
groomsman were ably performed by the bride’s brother, PO 
George Macleod.  After the ceremony a large number of 
guests from far and near were entertained to a sumptuous 
repast, when the health and happiness of the newly-weds was 
duly toasted.  The festivities were carried through with vigour 
till the early hours of the morning.  The happy couple were 
the recipients of numerous useful gifts and a large sum of 
money.  One hundred and seventy five witty congratulatory 
telegrams were received, testifying to their popularity.  “Gu 
math fada beo sibh, is ceo as ‘ur tigh.”
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JOHN A FINLAYSON
JOINERY & BUILDING SERvICES

JOHN ALEX FINLAYSON
JOINER

SPRINGSIDE HOUSE
TONG, STORNOWAY
ISLE OF LEWIS
07768 205834 / 01851 706567 AFTER 6PM

marion@finlayson24.fsnet.co.uk



23

Football and Bowling Notes
Football    

At the football AGM held recently, new management 
teams were appointed to all the age groups’ football 
teams. Coaches for the U12s’ football were appointed 
too.

The senior team management will be K. Bugsy Smith and 
M. Soggo MacDonald, and hopefully this will be the start 
of the good times on the football front

Last year the team was managed by David MacIver, and 
the committee expressed their gratitude to him for his 
efforts as team manager, having to contend with unfore-
seen problems throughout the season.

The junior U18s’ team will be managed by Ally Tolsta 
MacIver and G. Greenhowe; the U16s will be managed 
by G Greenhowe and W. Mashy MacLeod, and the U14s 
will be managed by Chris Martin. With all these willing 
hands, let’s give them our wholehearted support, and 
encourage them to win some silverware like the U18s did 
last year by winning the Ladywell Cup.

After many years running the development club with oth-
ers, Willie has resigned, and there are many people in the 
district who are very grateful for what he did for the chil-
dren, especially parents of the children. It goes without 
saying that his time as a leader has brought the best out 
of the kids, and already some are reaping the benefits.

We cannot but admire what the Lewis Select have 

achieved this year and we send them our warmest con-
gratulations for doing so, winning no less than four tro-
phies, and there is one more to be played for. Good luck 
in that one too.

Bowls  
The indoor bowling season is well underway now, and 
it good to see so many new ones taking up the game, 
and as always the will to win will always be there, and so 
far this season there are a few surprising results and a 
comprehensive league table will be in the next issue of 
the LATN.
D.A.Stewart

The Carpet World Triples Trophy

On Saturday 29th November the Carpet World Triples 
Trophy was up for grabs. A winning trio would be whittled 
down from 36 players who started the day. The only sad 
thing was that Titan would not be able to retain the trophy 
he won alongside Alec Cummings and John Macleod. 

It would take 48 ends and 144 bowls before the winning 
team could lay claim to the £150 on offer. Springing out 
of the traps in Section 1 was the tricky trio of Willie Angie, 
Malky Macleod and Ali Tolsta with a couple of resound-
ing victories. Hot on their heels though were Duncan 
Maclean, Isobel Linklater and Emma Cousins. In a 
remarkable last game they beat 
the boys 10-1 to progress to the 
semi-finals on bowl difference. 
Following them through were Ian 
Macleod, John Macaskill and N. 
Macdonald who went through 
unbeaten and were surely now 
the favourites for the top prize? 

The other section was a tight 
affair and despite going into 
the last game unbeaten, Anna 
Macleod, Willie Macleod and 
Jackie Mackay slipped up and 
allowed their opponents, Alex 
Cumming, John Hamilton and 

John Norman Macleod to slip past them and into the 
semi- finals where they were joined by Bob Ferguson, 
Sheena Macdonald and Campbell Mackenzie. 

Bob, Sheena and Campbell were up against Duncan, 
Isobel and Mrs Cousins with John Norman, Alex and 
John up against Ian, Norman and John in the other semi- 
final. Both ties were close affairs and the bowls were of a 
high standard. It was going to take something special to 
take their team to the final and all played their part, but 
Duncan's team edged their match after going into the last 
end all square, whilst John's team eased into the final 
despite losing the last end in their semi-final. 

The final lived up to its top billing 
and in an exciting match John's 
team flew into a four shot lead 
but then saw it being chipped 
away by Duncan and his ladies 
as they managed to edge ahead 
and win by one shot. The trium-
phant team then received the 
Carpet World Trophy and £50 
for each team member. A terrific 
day out for all concerned, with a 
special mention for the tea and 
sandwiches laid on througout 
the day.

P. O’DonnellWinners, Isobel, Duncan and Emma

Representatives of the Lewis and Harris football 
asociation, with Back connections, at the Caladh Hotel 

celebrating the Success of the Lewis Select Team
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Gress Angling Association
In my article at the start of fishing 
season in June 2014 I listed some 
of the usual excuses that we anglers 
frequently used for bad fishing days. 
Little did I expect that they’d all 
come at us this past season. 2014 
goes down as the worst season 
for salmon since Gress Angling 
Association started, with only six 
salmon confirmed as landed. It is 
of little comfort that this has been 
mirrored on all the river systems 
in the Western Isles and indeed 
across all of Scotland.  Provisional 
figures nationally actually indicate 
that 2014 could be the worst year 
for salmon since 1952.  Although 
individual years should not be taken 
in isolation to indicate the status of 
wild salmon stocks it is still quite a 
worrying statistic.

On a more promising note, although 
the salmon catch was very low, there were several days 
when numerous fish were being seen on the river but 
conditions weren’t right for fishing. Quite a few good 
sized salmon which were stranded by drought condi-
tions in the pools on the upper Saltings were taken 
by otters and when the rains did finally come we had 
floods of Noah proportions making the river unfishable.

Despite the disappointments with this season’s salmon 
fishing, Gress River did  have some notable successes. 
Not least being the continuing status of Gress as one 
of the best sea trout fisheries in the Western Isles. A 
total catch of 245 sea trout, including finnock, easily 
maintained our five year average while other fisher-
ies had an almost total collapse in sea trout returns. 
The success of our sea trout fishery was highlighted 
by a fine 6lb fish landed from The Graveyard Pool by 
Brian Davis, thus winning the Craig Morrison Memorial 
Trophy for the largest sea trout of the season. This is 
the second time we have had a 6lb fish win this award 
and it was also encouraging that several fish in the 3lb 
to 4lb range were also landed. 

We did have some individual success stories with 
salmon fishing, not least the achievement of 12 year 
old visiting junior angler Jack Stronach, who landed the 
first salmon of the season from the Old Woman Pool. 
This achievement meant that Jack became the first 
junior to win the Swannie Trophy and also became the 
Association junior champion for 2014. Alasdair Hobbit 
Maciver also managed two salmon from the Dam on 
one of the rare days when fishing conditions were 
perfect, and Ivar Macary retained the Sportsworld 
Trophy for largest caught and released salmon with 

a 6lb fish from the New Pool. But 
these were really an exception to 
the norm for this season, and it was 
quite notable the number of regu-
lar anglers who never even had a 
salmon on the line for the first time 
since we started. 

Our annual children’s Open 
Day went ahead on Saturday 2 
September and was yet again a 
successful day, with over fifty chil-
dren and accompanying parents or 
guardians turning out for a morn-
ing’s fishing on the Saltings. We 
feared the worst with the continuing 
extended dry spell stopping fish get-
ting into the river except on the high 
tides, but luckily enough, there was 
just enough rainfall on the evening 
prior to the event to entice a few 
finnock into the river from the sea, 
which provided a bit of sport for 

the kids. Several small sea trout and brown trout were 
caught and the winner of the Open Day Shield was 
four year old Sam Macdonald from Tong who landed a 
one and a quarter pound sea trout.

Our two resident Master Chefs, Neil and Phil, kept 
the galley going with military precision as usual and 
nobody went hungry with two pots of soup and 100 
burgers demolished by the mob. 

Given the recent years of very dry summer months it 
was decided by the Committee to amend the rules this 
year on a trial basis to support our bait fishers who 
have had pretty lean times of it. Normally their season 
finished at end of August but recently there had not 
even been a decent spate to speak of by that date. 

This year it was decided to allow bait fishing to continue 

Four year old Sam Macdonald with the 
heaviest sea-trout of the day.

Six year old Michael Macleod with a 10oz. brown trout
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on the Saltings until the end of the season although the 
pools upriver of the wooden bridge remained fly fishing 
only from end of August. This arrangement will be for-
malised at the 2015 AGM to be held in April, but as an 
additional safeguard to allow juvenile smolts to return 
to sea it is intended that the start of bait fishing season 
will be delayed until 1 July. This should be a compro-
mise which will appeal to all our anglers, but the AGM 
is the forum for any anglers who feel strongly one way 
or the other to make their views known. We are always 

keen to welcome new members on to the Committee 
and there are several regular anglers who would cer-
tainly make a good contribution. Younger members are 
also most welcome because they will ultimately be the 
custodians of the river once the current group of not so 
young members finally call it a day. AGM date will be 
in local press well ahead of the event, so come along 
and get involved in keeping your local river as one of 
the best and most accessible on the island.

A.Murray

Six year old Jonathan Graham with a 
12oz. sea trout

Tight Lines!

After all the rich cakes and puddings of the festive sea-
son, this light cake will make a pleasant change!

Ingredients

1 small carton plain or flavoured yoghurt (wash out carton 
and use as measure)

2 cartons caster sugar

3 cartons Self-raising flour

150g margarine, melted

2 eggs, beaten

Method

Oven – 180 °C

Grease and base-line two 1lb loaf tins.

1. Mix ingredients thoroughly in large deep bowl.

2. Divide between the 2 tins.

3. Bake for 45- 60 mins.

Oisean a' Chòcaire

Lemon Loaf

Ingredients

100g Margarine

50g caster sugar

1 egg

Half cup milk

225g Self-raising flour

Grated rind of half lemon

Topping: mix juice of half lemon and 2 tbsps sugar.

Method

Oven – 190 °C

Grease and base-line one 2lb loaf tin.

1. Mix everything (except topping) together until pale 
and well mixed.

2. Spoon mixture into loaf tin.

3. Bake for 45-60 mins.

4. Pour topping mixture over hot loaf in tin and leave to 
cool.

Yoghurt Loaf
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Thinking of gardening in January may seem premature, 
as thoughts of the garden are normally associated with 
spring and sunshine. But yet this month can be a pre-
paratory one, when we can browse through the seed 
catalogues in anticipation of a fruitful year ahead.  It is a 
month which marks the turning point of the year, when we 
can experience the joy of the beginning of a new season.  
If you look at your shrubs you will see that new buds have 
already appeared and, by the end of the month Spring 
bulbs will be breaking through the ground.

January also can be our worst month, when strong winds 
can do much damage, so staking new shrubs is essential 
if they're in an exposed position.

As well-rotted horse manure has already been dug into 
the soil, I like to hoe and loosen the soil to give it that 
cultivated look, thus making it well prepared for planting.  
I noticed a marked absence of earthworms during digging, 
where once they were numerous. Sadly, when tidying up 
the edges where polythene had been laid to prepare for 
paths, I came across a dozen New Zealand flat worms in 

one particular place. This worm is a predator of our earth-
worm and, where it is active, the absence of our native 
worm will be noticeable, especially in soil that has been 
dug. Most people don't notice this pest as it's so difficult to 
see, but it seems as if our gardens are now full of them.  
Having already seen them in my garden I'm constantly on 
the look-out for them. Laying a piece of polythene over a 
small area of dug soil provides an ideal place for these 
worms to lurk and should therefore give you an idea as 
to whether or not you have them in your garden. How did 
this worm come into our island and spread itself so much? 

For a start, pots coming in through Garden Centres no 
doubt have contributed to the situation. Also, it has no 
predator, as garden birds will not eat it.

This year I'm investing in a package seed deal from a 
reputable supplier for the greenhouse. This offer, which 
we shall discuss in the February issue, includes a free 
propagator. So January can be an exciting month after all.

From The Poilegan

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...Looking Ahead in the Garden

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £35.64 to Mrs M. A. Davidson, 3a New Street, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £35.64
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Seed Catalogues for browsing

New Zealand Flat Worm
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Ryan Ferguson Maciver, 32 Back and Joel Mackinnon Macdonald, 61a Upper Coll were baptised 
at Back Free Church on Sunday 30th November.  The 
service was led by Rev Calum I. Macleod.

Baptisms at Back Free Church

David 
and Carol 
with Joel, 
Lilia and 
Elise

Gordon 
and Mairi 
Maciver, 

Ryan and 
Amy

Dear Loch a' Tuath News

Through the columns of Loch a’ Tuath News we 
would like to thank D.B. Macleod, Back, of the 
Lewis Accordion and Fiddle Club, for all the time 
he so willingly gives, and for his commitment to 
practising and encouraging our young daughter 
Annabel Campbell. Annabel plays the fiddle and 
has been attending the Lewis 
Accordion and Fiddle Club 
for over a year now.

Last month she was awarded 
The Ian Crichton Memorial 
Trophy for The Most 
Improved Player of 2014 and 
has gained great confidence 
and enjoyment playing along-
side D.B. on his accordion.

You truly are a star, Dòmhnall!

Well done, Annabel. We are 
all very proud of you. Keep 
up all your hard work.

The Accordion and Fiddle 
Club meets on the 1st 

Thursday of every month in The Caladh Hotel, 
Garry Room. A lovely new venue!

It is great to meet up with and listen to all you other 
talented players from all over the island.

Johnathan and Caroline Campbell (Sandwick)

Letter to the Editor

D.B. and Annabel Campbell
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S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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Tong Playschool Christmas Concert

10 YEARS AGO

In the News in January 2005

2 November: In the United States Presidential 
Election, Republican incumbent President George 
W. Bush is declared the winner over

1 January: New Year's celebrations all over the 
UK fall silent for two minutes as a mark of respect 
for those who died in the tsunami.

New Chip and PIN legislation comes into effect. It 
makes retailers liable for fraudulent transactions if 
they have failed to sign up to the scheme.

8 January: A night of stormy weather and very 
strong winds hits the UK. 

9 January: Mahmoud Abbas is elected to suc-
ceed Yasser Arafat as President of the Palestinian 
National Authority. 

13 January: Pictures of Prince Harry wearing a 
Nazi military uniform at a private "fancy dress" 
party are published in the newspapers.

Mark Thatcher is fined three million Rand 

From the 
Archives...

A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

(approximately £265,000), and receives a four-year suspended jail 
sentence after pleading guilty to supplying equipment to mercenar-
ies for an attempted coup of Equatorial Guinea. 

20 January: Carolyn Leckie, a member of the Scottish Parliament, 
is jailed for seven days for non-payment of a fine arising from a 
protest at Faslane nuclear base.

22 January: 61,000 people attend a concert in aid of tsunami vic-
tims at the Millennium Stadium in Cardiff, which raises over £1.25 
million. 

23 January: victor Yushchenko is sworn in as the third President 
of Ukraine in Kiev.

26 January: Closure of Ellington Colliery at Ellington, 
Northumberland, the last remaining operational deep coal mine 
in North East England, and the last in the UK to extract coal from 
under the sea.

Croiligean a' Bhac

Cairdeas Christmas Lunch
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Material for publication in the FEBRUARY issue of Loch a Tuath 
News must be in before WEDNESDAY 21st JANUARY 2015

Back Football Development Club
Presentation

The children of 
Back Football 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Club recently 
presented their 
coach Willie 
Macdonald with 
gifts, follow-
ing him stand-
ing down from 
coaching in 
August. Willie 
was presented 
with an engraved 
tankard, a 1978 
Scotland top with 
‘wee Willie’ writ-
ten on the back 
and £170 cash.  Parents and children thanked Willie for the many hours he has given up over the years to 
coach the children, always done with a smile which has resulted in many a talented youngster taking to the 
field in the Back colours.

Despite the wintry conditions on 9th December a large crowd of family and friends gathered in the church hall for the 
Bible Buddies’ annual family evening. Whilst their guests enjoyed tea and shortbread, the Buddies told the story of the 
birth of Jesus. All the children read and sang beautifully, bringing the story to life.  Before 
the evening was brought to a close two cheques were presented by the Buddies to Ishbel 
and Kenny Mackenzie for their ministry in Uganda and to Alex Chalmers representing 
Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF). The Buddies concluded the evening by leading the 
singing of Amazing Grace.

Christmas Family Evening

Back Football Kids

Bible Buddies' Christmas Evening


