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• Meet Duncan Gordon   • Christmas Celebrations   • Bowling Club News   • Gaisgich Bhatasgeir

Plus: From the Manse, Back RFC, Oisean a’ Chòcaire, As na Bailtean and much more!
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Fàilte
Welcome to the first issue of Loch a 
Tuath News for 2016. We wish all our 
readers near and far, our contribu-
tors and our advertisers a happy and 
healthy New Year.

The Loch a Tuath News Committee 
is delighted to start the year with 
the news that our magazine has 
been shortlisted for the second year 
running in the prestigious Highlands 
and Islands Media Awards, in the 
Community Newspaper category. 
The other contenders shortlisted with 
us are Chatterbox from the Black 
Isle and Westword serving Mallaig, 
Morar and surrounding communi-
ties. The winners of all categories 
will be announced at the Press Ball 
and Media Awards at the Drumossie 
Hotel, Inverness, in February and 
whether we win or not, it is gratifying 
to have been shortlisted.

As always, we have an eclectic mix 
of news and articles. Catch up with 
the celebrations of Christmas in our 
schools and church, in words and 
pictures. Iain (Jock) Murray is in 
conversation with Captain Duncan 
Gordon who lives in Coll, and as 

always, Jock’s conversations make 
great reading and are a very popular 
feature. The second part of Gaisgich 
Bhatasgeir continues and we were 
delighted to hear from Maureen 
Anderson, who lives in Perth and 
Kinross, with additional information 
on her uncle Donald Mackay, 3 Back, 
who was mentioned in Gaisgich a’ 
Bhac, (Part 1, Ceann a’ Deas a’ Bhac). 
If you, or anyone you know, has fur-
ther information on any Gaisgich, 
please let us know. An even more 
complete history can then be built up.

Back Football and Recreation Club 
have a new website and online book-
ing system and find out all the Back 
FRC news from Terri Davies, in what 
we hope will be a regular contribu-
tion. Back Indoor Bowling club’s sea-
son is in full swing, and the up and 
coming young primary footballers can 
be seen on P32.

In addition, there are all our regular 
features and much more besides!

Finally, I would like to give huge 
thank you to Anne Macaulay, who so 
graciously agreed to help out, and 
efficiently edited Loch a Tuath News 
while I was away.

Anna Tucker

Front Cover: Winter sunrise from 38 
Upper Coll, courtesy of Mal Macleod.

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: annatucker99@yahoo.co.uk
By post: 10c Upper Coll, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LT 

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible.  If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 
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As NA 
BAilteAN

start of 2016. 

We remember especially those in 
Canada, especially Isobel Màiri in 
Prince Edward Island. We sincerely 
hope her steady progress will con-
tinue. 

The others are too numerous to 
record, but beannachd agus dùrachd 
dhuibh uile. 

Coll
In Hospital

It has been nearly year since Jessie 
Bell Mackay, 60 Coll, (Banntrach 
Aonghas Chaoidh), was admitted to 
the Western Isles Hospital. We are 
sorry to hear that instead of being able 
to come home she has been admit-
ted to Dun Berisay Residential Home 
where she will be lovingly looked after 
by the dedicated staff. We do feel for 
Caldo as he has cared for his mother 
for many years in the family home. We 
do hope Jessie Bell will be as happy 
as she can be in her new surround-
ings.

New Year Greetings 

We would like to wish all our Readers 
from near and far a very Happy New 
Year.

Photo Appeal

In March we hope to begin Gaisgich 
Chuil 1914 -1919 and are looking for 
photographs of the following men from 
Coll who lost their lives in the First 
World War: 

Angus Macdonald, 6 Coll; Donald 
Maclean, 7 Coll; William Macleod, 8 
Coll; John Morrison, 10 Coll; Donald 
Murray, 12 Coll; Donald Maciver 19 
Coll; Angus Graham, 22 Coll; Kenneth 
Maciver, 23 Coll; John Neil Macrae, 
25 Coll; Donald Macrae, 25 Coll; 
Alexander Munro 25 Coll; John Smith 
26 Coll; John Macdonald 27 Coll; 
George Macdonald, 29 Coll; Murdo 
Macleod, 30 Coll; Norman Maciver, 
34 Coll; Alexander Maciver, 36 Coll; 
James Beaton, 40 Coll; Alexander 
Beaton 40 Coll; Murdo Maciver, 
40 Coll; Norman Maciver, 43 Coll; 
Alexander Mackenzie, 44 Coll; Murdo 
Macleod, 54 Coll; Murdo Maciver, 61 
Coll; Donald Graham 80 Coll. 

If you can help, any photographs can 

BACk/VAtisker

Golden Wedding

Belated congratulations and good 
wishes are sent to Iain Eric and Agnes 
Joan Campbell who celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary with fam-
ily and friends last October. They 
were married in Partick Highland Free 
Church on 20 October 1965 by Rev 
Hugh Ferrier.

Their family home is at 54 Ripon 
Drive, Kelvindale, Glasgow. They also 
spend time at their holiday home at 46 
Vatisker, Taigh Scotch.

Iain Eric, a Ruadhach from Flesherin 
and Aggie from Lighthill have a family 
of three children and seven grandchil-
dren.

By Air to the Golden Jubilee 
Hospital

Ciorstaidh Anne Macarthur, 50 Back, 
experienced, yet again, an interesting 
episode in an interesting life when she 
was flown to the now familiar hospital 
in Clydebank.

For some time now she has been 
confined to her home and wheel chair 
by a debilitating hip and leg complaint. 
The visit to Glasgow was to determine 
if surgery would be beneficial. The 
outcome is that she will be recalled 
in the New Year with the hope that 
a limited measure of mobility will be 
restored.

Blìadhna Mhath Ur

A Blìadhna Mhath Ùr is sent to all our 
readers wherever they may be at the 

be emailed to the editor, or given to 
any committee member for scanning 
and they will then be returned immedi-
ately. 

Gress
Congratulations

We wish a happy birthday to Andrew 
Harrison , 6a Gress, who was 21years 
old on the 23rd December. We also 
congratulate him on achieving his 
Computer Degree in September from 
the Lews Castle College UHI.

Marriage Congratulations go to Sean 
Harrison and Louise Macleod who 
were married on 16th October on 
Traigh Ghioridail and afterwards in the 
Town Hall.

Sean and Louise with Granny

Sean is the son of Cathy Finlayson 
and the grandson of Margaret and 
the late John Finlayson. He is also 
the grandson of Richard and the late 
Margaret Harrison (Cumbria). Louise 
is the daughter of Kathleen Maciver 
and the late Angus Macleod, grand-
daughter of the late Kenny Crag and 
Cathy Maciver, (Stornoway), and Katie 
Mary and the late Niellan Macleod. 
They have now settled in Redburn, 
Steinish and we wish them many 
happy years together.
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The Campbells Together (Back)

Lynn Maclean and  
her pupil Caitlin 

Macdonald 
(Tong)

A,.s na Bailtean Pictures,.

In recognition for service with NATO Special Operations Component Command 
Afghanistan in Kabul in 2014 with US Forces Lt Col 
Crawford Maclellan was awarded the United States 
Bronze Star Medal in a ceremony in the US Embassy 
in London on 7 December.

The medal was presented by Brigadier General 
Bareihs, the US Defence Attache, in a ceremo-
ny attended by Lt Col Maclellan's family, Shona, 
Cameron and Robert, who live in New Street Back.

Lt Col Maclellan is due to return to Kabul in January 
for another six month tour as Deputy Chief in Joint 
Operations Centre within NATO Head Quarters.

Prestigious Presentation

Two babies were 
recently baptised by Rev Calum 
Iain Macleod. Maisy Kate Martin was baptised at Tong Mission House on Sunday 6 December. Maisy Kate is the daughter 

of Dòmhnall and Maggie Martin, Aird Tong. She is 
pictured left with her big brother Archie 

and her mum and dad.

Then on 13th December 
2015, George Alexander 
Maclean was baptised 
at Back Free Church.  
George Alexander is 

photographed with his big 
brother Angus Jackson and 

their parents, Alasdair and Lisa.

Baptisms

LATN January 2016.indd   4 29/12/2015   17:09:08



5

Condolences
We send our sympathy to Cathy 
Macleod, 34 Gress, and Tina 
Morrison, 45 Gress, on the death of 
their brother Alex Angus Macdonald 
aged 55 years on the 30th November. 
Alec Angus was living in Shawbost 
with his wife Mandy. Our thoughts 
are with her and the extended family.

toNG
Highland Dancing Success
Caitlin Macdonald and eight other 
dancers from The Lynn Maclean 
School of Dancing recently took part 
in the North of Scotland Highland 
Dancing Competition in Inverness.  
This is their biggest competition of 
the year and dancers from all over 
the North of Scotland take part. 
Caitlin did very well and won her 
‘Pre-Champs’.

This means that the next time she 
dances at this competition she will be 
dancing in the Championship section. 
Caitlin is seen on page 4 with Lynn, 
her teacher and her Highland Trophy, 
Pre-Champs and the National trophy 
which she also won on the day for 
her National Dances.

Tong Community Council
TCC are looking for villagers who 
would be willing to join the TCC and 
become co-opted members.

If you are interested, please come 
along to our next committee meet-
ing on Tuesday 19th January 2016 
at 7.30 pm in Tong Hall. Age is no 
barrier.  The committee meets about 
5 times a year.  The TCC are always 
looking for suggestions to improve/
enhance our village and surrounding 
areas.

Christine Moody, Secretary, Tong 
Community Council

Engagements
We send our heartiest congratula-
tions to Ewan Mackenzie and Marie 
Macleod who recently got engaged. 
Ewan is the son of Ann and Iain 
Mackenzie and Marie is the 
daughter of Rev Kenny I and 

Dolly MacLeod, Stornoway.

We also send our heartiest con-
gratulations to Scott Macdonald and 
Lyndsey MacDiarmid who also got 
engaged recently. Scott is the son 
of Norman and Catriona, and the 
grandson of Nora and the late Angus 
MacDonald 1 Milking Hill, Tong and 
of Anne and Alick Angus Graham 19a 
Upper Coll.

Wedding
Congratulations and very best wish-
es go to Hannah Morrison and Ryan 
Corstorphine who were married in 
Forres on 3 July 2015. Hannah is 
the daughter of Shona and Norman 
Morrison, 40 Aird Tong and Ryan is 
from Glasgow. We wish Hannah and 
Ryan many years of future happi-
ness.

UPPer Coll
Golden Wedding

Congratulations and very best wishes 
are sent to Mal and Etta Macleod, 38 
Upper Coll, on the occasion of their 
Golden Wedding Anniversary. They 
were married on 3 December 1965 in 
Partick Highland Free Church by 
Rev Malcolm Morrison, fol-
lowed by a reception in 
Dowanhill House, 
Byres Road. 
T h e i r 

anniversary was celebrated at home 
with family and friends.

Mal and Etta would like to thank eve-
ryone for their gifts, cards and good 
wishes on the celebration of 50 years 
of marriage.

Get Well Wishes
The village was very sorry to hear of 
Mrs Christine Morrison’s fall (4 Upper 
Coll) when she very unfortunately 
broke her femur. We now hope that 
Christine is making good progress 
after her surgery and wish her well.

We also wish Angus Iomhair (Mrs 
Agnes Mackay 6 Upper Coll), very 
good wishes after her stay in hospital 
and it is good to report that she is 
now back at home.

Fishermen’s Funeral Fund
Please note that subscriptions are 
now due. Colin is doing his rounds as 
usual but if you have missed him and 
have not yet paid it would be help-
ful if you could drop your payment 
in to Colin Tucker 10c Upper Coll or 
phone him on 820 685 to arrange for 
him to collect your payment.

Bronze Medal Winner

In London, in August, Colin Tucker 
was a member of the Scotland Great 
Grand Masters’ Hockey Team which 
won Bronze Medal place behind 
Netherlands and England. Another 
member of the team was Alan 
Bremner, 16 Gress and Nairn.

The ability and fitness of these 
bodachs should encour-
age others to keep 
active what-
ever their 
age!

at “Eleven” restaurant, Caladh Inn, 
Stornoway.

Back Pharmacy is coordinating lifts so call 01851 820 
333 if you need transport.

16th 
January 

2016 at 1.30pm

Community  Council  Senior’s  Christmas Dinner
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Kenny Angie Maciver looks back on Oidhche na 
Bliadhna Ura of his youth in Upper Coll.

“Bliadhna Mhath Ur. Tha I agam ort.

Gheibh thu teatha is siucair am bùth Sheonaidh 
Rois.” 

A couple of lines we had growing up in Col Uarach 
to wish someone a Happy New Year.

I didn't and don't know who Sheonaidh Ros was 
but it did seem as if we were suggesting they might 
have something nice in the cupboard which a young 
boy wouldn't refuse to partake of, as we had wished 
them a Happy New Year before they got in first.

There was not much drinking on a regular basis in 
Col Uarach at that time. Maybe up town on the 7.20 
bus and back on the 9.30 one for a “pinnt anns an 
Royal” but that was it.

At New Year time it was different. It was the only 
time one saw whisky on offer, or sherry for the 
ladies. The young men gathered their pennies and 
collected enough money to buy a keg of beer and 
maybe a bottle or two of whisky.

“C' ail an keg am bliadhna?” was a frequent ques-
tion. I remember feeling honoured as a young boy, 
to be allowed to pump the keg with a foot pump, in 
a neighbour's house in order for it to be ready to 
dispense the contents on Oidhche na Bliadhna Ura. 
Lots of fun, hilarity and good cheer as they enjoyed 
seeing out the old year and welcoming the new 
one.

That changed one year, 1963, when some-
thing strange happened. To us as boys 
peeping in at the windows it was 
very strange. All of a sudden 
the hilarity came to an end 
and everyone dispersed. 
Something had hap-
pened which we 

didn't understand and some of 
those present didn't understand. It was the end of the 
keg for most and the start of a new life in which their 
thoughts were on matters spiritual.  A profound change 
took place in the village. Prayer meeting replaced cei-
lidhs. My father was one of the men whose lives were 
changed for ever. 

As young boys we were happy for the adults to 
be distracted, as we got about our chore for the 
night. We were bleagairdean. We took gates off the 
hinges and placed them out of sight, the same with 
wheel barrows. Not too far, but enough for them to 
wonder when they got up in the morning where they 
had all gone.

It was worse in my father's day. They used to 
exchange cows tied in the byres. It was also known 
for them to dismantle carts, take them into a sabhal 
and put them together inside, leaving the victim to 
wonder how it had got there and how he was to get 
bit our again.

New Year was celebrated. Christmas was not, 
except that we got small presents from Santa Claus. 
I remember when they were constructing the road 
round the village in the 50s telling the bodaich what 
I had got from Santa Claus. It was not a public holi-
day. Everyone worked and it was only one day off 
for New Year for most.

No tar road, no running water, no sewage system, 
peat fires to heat and cook, no cars. Changed times, 
and all in my own lifetime.

New Year, a time to look back and remember.  
A time to look forward and wish all the best 

for our families, our neighbourhood and 
especially at this time, for peace, where 

there is no peace.

Now where did these 65 years 
go? Who was Seonaidh 

Ros?

Bliadhna Mhath Ur.

Bliadhna Mhath Ùr

Cancer 
Research 

UK
The Lewis Branch of Cancer Research UK wold 

like to thank Tong collectors Dollag Morrison, Joanne 
Macrae, Chriselle Macleod and those who contributed to 

the sum of £191.39.

They would also like to give thanks to Back collectors Marabelle 
Macdonald, Laura Graham and Fiona Campbell and those who contributed to 

the sum of £424.02.

Many thanks.
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Donald Mackay (54 Back / 3 Back)

In a recent issue of the Loch a 
Tuath News we read with inter-
est an article including a photo-
graph pertaining to the above 
who was a member of our fam-
ily. Donald's father was Murdo 
Mackay (1898-1939) who mar-
ried our grandmother Mary 
Stewart (Mairi Dhòmhnaill 
Ruaidh, 34 Vatisker) (1871-
1940) following the death of 
his first wife. Our grandmoth-
er was the youngest of four 
Stewart sisters, Mrs Isabella 
Macleod (14 Vatisker), Mrs 
Peggy Murray (2 Catherine 
Hill), and Mrs Marion MacIver 
(Glen Urquhart).

Our mother Catherine Mary 
Mackay was born Christmas 
Day in 1906 and later had a 
younger brother who died in 
infancy from whooping cough. 

Our mother spoke often of her childhood days and 
recalled happy times with elder 
brother Donald who played 
with her and made wooden 
toys for her and later taught 
her rod fishing.

Grave concern had been felt by 
all when it was discovered that, 
without discussion, Donald 
had volunteered to join the 
Army and mustered into 2nd 
Btn. the Gordon Highlanders 
in September 1914. Donald 
was subsequently killed by a 
sniper shot to the head on 
the 8th January 1915. He was 
aged only 17, and rests in 
Rue-Petillon Military Cemetery, 
Fleurbaix, 13 miles west of 
Lille, France.

He is photographed here in his 
number one dress uniform.

Maureen Anderson

Letter to the Editor - First World War

Donald Mackay (on left)

Celtic Connections Glasgow 2016
Two Bacachs are appearing at 
Celtic Connections, the interna-
tionally renowned festival of music 
held in Glagow each January.

Margaret Stewart, Upper Coll and 
Nairn, is appearing with the band 
Dàimh at the Royal Concert Hall on 

15 January. Then, on 20 January, 
'The Margaret Stewart Trio', com-
prising Ingrid Henderson, Angus 
Nicolson and Margaret herself, will 
perform at St Andrews in the Square.

Iain Morrison (son of Pipe Major Iain 
M Morrison, Back), will be playing at 
Òran Mòr on 15 January in a double 

bill with 9Bach. Iain is then playing 
solo at the Royal Concert Hall on 
23 January as part of the Roaming 
Roots Revue: Troubadours' Show, 
alongside Roddy Hart & the 
Lonesome Fire, Kris Kristofferson, 
Frazey Ford, Blue Rose Code, 
Honeyblood.

www.celt icconnections.com

Bacachs at Celtic Connections

Margaret 
Stewart 
performing 
with her 
band for the 
Blas Festival 
commission 
A ' Bhanais 
Ghaidhealach

Iain Morrison
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From the Manse
Opportunities Missed

Some people end their year with regret and remorse over 
opportunities missed.  If we could turn back time, we 
might have done things differently.  

There was once a family who lived in the very affluent 
community of Hillsborough, California.  One night they 
set out to sing some carols for their neighbours.  At the 
very first house where they called, the response was 
less than welcoming.  A very flustered woman came to 
the door.

‘Look sir,’ she shouted, ‘I’m too busy.  The plumbing’s on 
the blink.  I can’t get anyone to fix it, and there is a crowd 
coming for dinner.  If you really feel like singing carols, 
come back later, OK?’

‘Yes, ma’am,’ and, respectfully, Bing Crosby moved his 
singing troupe along.  He never returned.

The lady was later told about the famous carol singer 
who had stood on her doorstep.  ‘What a missed oppor-
tunity,’ she cried, full of regret for her rash and unfriendly 
response.

The story is also told of a man dressed like a farmer look-
ing for a room in Baltimore’s largest and poshest hotel in 
1798.  But the manager turned him away because of his 
appearance.  The manager thought that he would bring 
discredit to his establishment.  The stranger left and took 
a room elsewhere.  

Later the manager learnt that he had turned away 
Thomas Jefferson who was then Vice President of the 
United States.  Immediately the manager sent word to 
apologise to Jefferson and invite him to return and be 
his guest.  

But Jefferson replied to the manager, ‘Tell him I now have 
a room elsewhere.  I value his good intention highly, but if 
he has no place for a dirty American farmer, he has none 
for the Vice President of the United States.’

Again, a golden opportunity, missed.

Let’s begin this year by resolving to make the most of 
every opportunity.  Every window of opportunity is there 
to be taken not squandered.  

John Wesley’s motto is one we can all embrace for every 
given opportunity over this year: “Do all the good you 
can. By all the means you can. In all the ways you can. 
In all the places you can. At all the times you can. To all 
the people you can. As long as ever you can.” 

In the final analysis, Jesus encourages us to ‘do to others 
what you would have them do to you…’ (Matthew 7:12).  
Such an attitude will make us more aware of the oppor-
tunity to make a difference in the lives of others.

In the meantime, I take this opportunity to wish you all a 
Happy and Blessed New Year.

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services 
in Back and Tong during January 2016 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 3 January
11am:   Rev Calum I Macleod
11am:   Rev Donald A Macdonald   (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 10 January
11am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
11am:   Rev Calum I Macleod    (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 17 January
11am:   Mr Iain R Morrison
11am:   Rev Kenneth M Ferguson  (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 24 January
11am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
11am:   Rev Calum I Macleod    (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod 

Sunday 31 January
11am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
11am:   Rev Calum I Macleod    (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 3 January

11am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 10 January
6pm:   Mr Iain Mackinnon     (Gaelic)

Sunday 17 January
11am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 24 January
6pm:   Mr Iain Mackinnon     (Gaelic)

January Service Times 
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We are pleased to join Iain (Jock) Murray in 
conversation with Captain Duncan Gordon, 
Coll.

Good afternoon Duncan, It’s good to meet 
again and we are grateful you have agreed 
to be interviewed for Loch a Tuath News. Are 
you a local man?

No, I came over in 1973 to get married.

Where were you born and brought up?

I was actually born in Inverness in 1946 and 
brought up in Applecross.

Was there a road there then?

Yes there was, well known as Bealach na Bà.  It 
was sometimes closed for two or three months 
during the winter with snow and ice; Lochcarron 
was the nearest place. The Stornoway ferry, 
Loch Seaforth stopped en route on a daily basis 
in Applecross Bay. Our mail boat was skippered 
by Duncan MacDonald and Jack MacRae. I think 
Jack’s two sons were in the police with you in 
London. They used to meet the Loch Seaforth in 
a rowing boat. This service stopped in May 1956. 
The MV Loch Toscaig took over this service from 
Toscaig to Kyle. My Dad was the first skipper of 
this ferry.  

Is that you in that picture in your Captain’s 
uniform? (a picture on the shelf in the sitting 
room)

No, that is my father as a skipper of the Loch 
Toscaig.

Was there a school in Applecross?

Yes, I went to school there, the head master 
was from Marbhig, Lochs, Robert MacKenzie. I 
then went to Dingwall 

Academy and was there 
for two years but I was 
never happy there. In 
1960 I went to Lews 
Castle College and did 
two and a half years 
in the Navigation 
Department. I really 
enjoyed my time there.

You were at sea 
for fifty one years, 
a long, long time 
Duncan. When did 
you first decide the 
sea was to be your 
career?

From the age of nine, 
I was determined to 
go to sea. I spent my 
boyhood days fish-
ing in small boats 
and we were forever playing by the 
sea. It was in my blood.

After you finished in Lews Castle I assume you then went to join 
a shipping company as an apprentice?

Yes, I joined Bank Line which belonged to Andrew Weir and 
Company. My first wage as an apprentice was £184 a year. 

What was your first ship, Duncan?

My first ship was Eastbank. I joined her on the 23rd November 1963 
In Liverpool on a seven and half month trip. I went to Europe, through 
Panama, America, Australia and the Pacific Islands and back to 
Liverpool. As it happens, the Master was Captain Donald Campbell, 
a friend of my father. 

Did you stay with the Bank Line?

I was made third mate in 1967 and I left 
the Bank Line in 1969. After that I sailed 
with various shipping lines namely Curry 
Line, Salvesen (not whaling), Strick Line 
until 1972. I joined David MacBrayne, 
now known as Cal Mac and spent five 
years with them. I then got bored and 
decided to try my hand at the oil indus-
try in the North Sea on a supply boat. I 
hated it and had decided to leave. The 
company asked me to do one more trip 
and they would offer me a position as 
mate. I agreed, and in 1978 I actually 
got my Master’s ticket. I stayed in the 
North Sea for thirty seven years, thirty 
six years sailing as a Master and I 
finally retired in September 2014.  I 
had a serious accident on board ship 
a while before I retired and that left 
me with a mobility problem and I was 
unable to walk up the gang plank 
without help. 

Meet...... Duncan Gordon 

MV Loch Toscaig

Duncan Gordon at merchant Navy Association Day Ceremony Castlebay, Barra
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Have you any idea Duncan how many ships you actu-
ally sailed on?

I sailed on a total of fifty seven 
ships and I have five discharge 
books which show the names 
and the time I spent on each 
individual ship.

What was the happiest 
ship you sailed on?

They were all happy ships 
in their own right but my 
first ship, the Eastbank, 
was a big stepping stone for 
me as I had no experience 
apart from Applecross, 
Dingwall and Stornoway 
up until then. The second 
engineer on her was Sandy 
Morrison from Stornoway 
and it is the only ship where I 
remember every officer’s name.

What was the most frightening 
experience you had?

On my second ship, the Irisbank we hit 
Hurricane Gladys and I had never seen wind and seas like 
that. It prepared you for the next time, and one learned to 
cope with all sorts of seas and storms. The North Sea can 
be as bad as any seas in the world. The master knows the 
capabilities of his ship and the ship responds to his knowl-
edge.

Now we come to your good lady Chrissie. I know for a 
fact there were many local boys who fancied her and 
were peeved that you won her! How did this happen?

I first met Chrissie when I was at the Castle College, 
upstairs in the Lido Cafe on a Saturday. This was a meet-
ing place for local teenagers and students at that time. 
There was a lot of rival-
ry between the Castle 
and the Nicolson 
pupils at everything, 
in sport and chasing 
girls mainly. I left to 
go to sea in 1963 and 
I lost touch with her. 
In 1967 I was at the 
Nautical College in 
Leith and word got 
round that there was 
to be a party at a flat 
in Leith. Several of 
our boys were invited 
and as one does we 
got a “carry out” and 
made our way to the 
address. I knocked 
on the door and who 
answered but Chrissie who was 
there with her sister Kitty. The rest is history, we were mar-
ried in Glasgow in May 1973.

Have you any family?

Yes, two boys and one girl, Colin is in Norwich and Alasdair 
and his partner live in Oban and have just given us our first 
grandchild. Catriona is in Inverkeithing.

Did any of them follow your career and go to sea?

Alasdair is an AB on Northern Lighthouse tenders.

What was the largest ship you sailed on?

That was my second ship the Irisbank. She was a 
15,000 ton general cargo ship and we were away 
for eighteen months. I was the only Scotsman in 
the crew.

After such a hectic career what keeps you 
occupied nowadays Duncan?

I am Chairman of the Merchant Navy Association 
which keeps me in touch with all seafarers, and 
I am also Chairman of the Lewis and Harris 

Accordion and Fiddle club.

Now that you mention music, I had forgotten 
about that Duncan. How old were you when you 

started playing?

We were given a piano when I was seven and I could play 
with both hands. A gentleman from Kyle of Lochalsh offered 
me a music bursary but my father refused the offer. I was 
playing the accordion from the age of eight. Eventually I 
graduated to playing at social events, parties and playing 
at concerts. My father could play the pipes and I learnt a 
lot of tunes sitting on his knee while he played the chanter. 
I was never able to read music.

We have covered most of your career Duncan, Is there 
anything else you would like to add?

There is something. If my father had been granted his wish, 
there is a chance I would never be here. He was in Kyle in 
the Royal Navy when they were looking for volunteers to 
crew the Iolaire on that fateful day in 1918. He volunteered 

but was refused by his 
Commanding Officer. 

What a fascinating 
career Duncan, and 
you followed in your 
father’s footsteps.

Yes, I spent 51 years 
at sea and I look back 
with great affection 
on that time. I would 
do exactly the same 
again.

An interview, Duncan, 
is far too short to go 
into your full history. 
I hope one day you 
will write a book so 
that LaTN readers can 
fully digest your very 

interesting life.  Thanks again Duncan. 

Applecross ferry alongside 
the Stornoway Mail boat, 

Loch Seaforth pre MV 
Loch Tosgaig

MV Loch Toscaig at Tosgaig
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Part 2 - Buaile an Ochd and Brebhig

Norman Macleod, 14 Vatisker
A lance-corporal in the Gordon 

Highlanders, 24 year old 
Norman Macleod was thrice 

wounded before he was 
killed in action on 11 April 
1917 at the Battle of Arras 
on the Western Front. 
A second villager, John 
Ferguson, 32 Vatisker 
lost his life during the 
same offensive. They 
have no known grave and 

their names are recorded 
on the Arras Memorial 

in France. Norman was 
one of five sons of Norman 

and Catherine Macleod who 
served their country:  Alexander 

(Peideir), 1 New Park - RNR; John (Coilean), 23 Vatisker 
- RNR; Donald (Domhnall Thohaid), 21 Upper Coll - 
Seaforth Highlanders and Angus (Aonghas Thohaid), 39 
Gress - RNR. Two of Norman's brothers were survivors 
from U-boat attacks in the English Channel; Angus sur-
vived the loss of HMS Hermes in October 1914 while 
John was rescued from HMS Formidable on New Year’s 
Day 1915 - a sinking which claimed over five hundred 
lives. Evander Macleod, Tong (Iomhair a' Choilean), his 
sister Maggie Mary Maciver, Stornoway (Bean Sheorais 
a' Pheel) and their cousin Norman Macleod, Stornoway 
(Bal Pheideir) are the closest surviving family mem-
bers. Norman's parents moved to 39 Gress after the 
war ended; the tenancy of the croft at 14 Vatisker later 
passed to William Macleod (Uilleam Chaluim) who was 
his first cousin.

Alexander Beaton, 15 Vatisker
Four sons of Norman and Annie 
Beaton served their country 
in WW1; Alex Dan (RNR), 
Murdo (RNR) and Angus 
(Canadians) all survived 
but sadly Alexander was 
killed in action on 6 May 
1917 aged 29 years. He 
was a private with the 
43rd Canadian Infantry 
(Manitoba Regiment) and 
is interred at the Petit Vimy 
British Cemetery in France. 
His brother Angus later mar-
ried Margaret Murray, 7 Back 
(Mairead Stand) and emigrated 
to Canada but, following Angus' 
premature death, Margaret returned to Lewis with her 
infant daughter Mairead Anna. Alexander's great-niece 

Anne Ramsay lives at 7 Back today. A nephew of his, 
Norman Morrison, 30 Upper Coll (Tormod 'an Tony) was 
lost at sea in 1940 when his ship HMS Charles Boyes 
was sunk by an enemy mine in the North Sea. Alex Dan 
was the last of the Beaton family to hold the tenancy of 
15 Vatisker.

Alexander Graham, 22 Vatisker
Alexander joined up in February 1915 and reached the 
field of battle only six weeks after enlistment. He was 
wounded at Festubert in May of that year then sustained 
further injuries at High Wood on the Somme from which 
he died aged 34 years on 27 July 1916. He was buried 
at Dartmoor Cemetery, Becordel-Becourt in France. 
Alexander was the son of Murdo Graham who moved 
from 22 Vatisker to Glasgow where he married Julia 
Campbell - their son Norman, remembered locally as 
Tormod Julia, was a regular visitor to his father's home 
village. Alexander's second cousins included Peggy 
Graham, 36 Vatisker (Bean Sheorais a' Chran), Norman 
Campbell, 8 Vatisker (Tucsaidh) and Peggy Graham, 
Broadbay View and latterly The Anvil (Bean Aonghais 
a' Bhilich) - their families are the closest relations today.

George Maciver, 24 Vatisker
George served with the 
Seaforth Highlanders 
and saw action in 
Mesopotamia where 
he lost his life on 23 
February 1917 aged 
20 years. In 1933, 
all of the headstones 
at his final resting 
place at Amara War 
Cemetery, Iraq were 
removed when it was 
discovered that salts 
in the soil were caus-
ing them to deteriorate. 
Instead a screen wall was 
erected with the names of 
those buried in the cemetery 
engraved upon it. George was the son of John Maciver 
(Iain Ruairidh) who was a respected elder in Back Free 
Church - his mother Mary died when he was young. 
His brother Alex Murdo, who served with the Seaforth 
Highlanders, later joined Northern Constabulary and 
was promoted to Superintendent in Stornoway. His sister 
Catherine (Long) was married in Carloway. Their first 
cousin Murdo Murray, 52 Back (Murchadh Dhòmhnaill) 
was a recipient of the Military Medal for his bravery in 
WW1. 

John Macleod, 29 Vatisker
The final resting place of John Macleod in Gress is 
marked by a headstone which has evoked curiosity 

Gaisgich Bhatasgeir - The Fallen of Vatisker 
1914 - 1919
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among some visitors 
over the years. It 
bears the inscrip-
tion HM Yacht Iolaire 
with the date of death 
given as 23 October 
1918 which was two 
months before the 
island's worst trag-
edy happened. In this 
instance Iolaire refers 
to the name of the 
original boat which 
gave its name to the 
naval base which 
was established in 
Stornoway in 1915. 
A second boat HMY 
Amalthea replaced 
this vessel on 6 November 1918 and in accordance with 
naval tradition was renamed after the base - it was this 
ship which foundered on the Beasts of Holm with such 
tragic consequences. In fact none of the headstones 
marking the graves of the Iolaire fatalities bear the 
boat's name - the only hint to the  circumstances of the 
deceased lies with the inscribed date of 1 January 1919. 
John, the son of William and Annie Macleod, was a fisher-
man who joined up with the RNR in 1914. He was inva-
lided out having contracted an illness while on patrol duty 
and died at home aged 33 years. His widow Christina had 
already lost a brother Lance-Corporal Murdo Maciver, 40 
Coll in 1915. His brother William served with the RNR - 
his son William (Uilleam a' Chocharan) who died in 1990 
was the last of the Macleod family to hold the tenancy of 
29 Vatisker.

John Morrison, 30 Vatisker
John, the son of Roderick and Peggy Morrison (Ruaraidh 
Ruadh) was born at 19 Vatisker. He moved to 30 Vatisker 
following his marriage to Peggy Murray who resided at 
this address. He served with the Royal Navy and was 
based at Chatham, Kent (HMS Pembroke) but was inva-
lided out due to illness and died at home from a cerebral 
tumour on 5 November 1917 aged 40 years. His brother 

James who was married to Rachel MacDonald, Outend 
Back registered his death. After the war his widow and 
family emigrated to Canada and then to Detroit, USA. He 
was the great-uncle of Chirsty Ann Macarthur, 50 Back, 
Chrissie Mary Mackenzie, 19 Vatisker and Mal Macleod, 
38 Upper Coll among others. His grave in Gress cem-
etery is marked by a small family headstone instead of a 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission memorial.

John Ferguson, 32 Vatisker
John was one of two men from Vatisker who lost their 
lives within a couple of days of each other at the Battle of 
Arras in France. Interestingly both men were uncles of the 
Macleod family who resided at 23 Vatisker (Teaghlach a' 
Choilean). Norman Macleod, 14 Vatisker was their father 
John's brother while John Ferguson was their mother 
Jessie's brother. John was aged 23 years when he was 
killed in action on 9 April 1917 - his name is recorded on 
the Arras Memorial. He was the son of Evander Ferguson 
who was twice married. His first wife was Jessie Neill 
Bharrant and they had a family of two sons, Angus 
and Alexander and a daughter Annie. Angus was Bean 
Upsan's father and Alexander was the father of Alex Neil 
who moved to Inverness and John Murdo who resided in 
the family home until his death in 1996. The family from 
the second marriage to Peggy Maciver, 36 Coll were the 
aforementioned John and Jessie as well as Donald and 
Mary. John's first cousin, Alexander Maciver, 36 Coll was 
killed in action in France in 1915.

Bronze death plaques like the one shown here, commemorat-
ing Angus Mackenzie, 36 Back, were sent to the next of kin of 
every commonwealth man or woman who lost their lives as a 
result of Great War service. The plaques were also sometimes 
known as the 'Soldier’s Penny', or the 'Dead Man's Penny.'

The plaques measure approximately 4¾ inches (121mm) and 
weigh approximately 11¾ ounces (333gms). They were posted to 
the next of kin in a protective stout brown cardboard purpose made 
folder, which was then put into in a white HMSO envelope.

Bronze Death Plaque (Freedom 
and Honour Medal)
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Sgoil a’ Bhac
Christmas Jumper Day
This year we participated in Christmas Jumper Day 
and raised £147.52 for Save the Children. Pupils and 
staff wore jumpers and some were very creative and 
designed their own jumpers. 

Bethesda Fundraiser
The sum of money raised for 
Bethesda this year at the 
Christmas Concert, between 
the door collection and the 
raffle, was an amazing 
£535.87.

Church Visit
As part of their class work 
G6/7 were finding out about 
groups within the local com-
munity and the work which 
goes on within the groups. 

They visited the local Free Church and were given 
a guided tour of the buildings and discussed 
various aspects of the work and life of the church 
within the community.

Enterprise Project

EP5/6 helped with producing calendars this year 
as an enterprise project and it was a successful 
initiative which we hope will be run again next ses-
sion.

Christmas 
Performance
This year our pupils 

enjoyed 

performing and 
gave a spectac-
ular production 
of ‘The Snow 
Queen.’  

All classes, 
from the Sgoil 

Àraich to Primary 
7, participated. 

Many thanks to the pupils 
and staff who put in many hours 

of hard work. 

The show was very well attended and 
the audience were entertained thoroughly 
from beginning to end with brilliant acting, 
beautiful singing and dance moves. The 
costumes, props and backdrop added to 
the performance. 

Many thanks to the parents and communi-
ty for their continued support of the school 
at such events. 

G6-7s 
church 

visit (in the 
church hall)

G1-2 performing

The 
Snow 

Queen 
casts a 

spell on E3-4

LATN January 2016.indd   14 29/12/2015   17:09:41



15

Christmas Parties

A very enjoyable time was had by all 
at our Christmas parties. Many thanks 
to our Santa who came along to the 
Sgoil Àraich party and visited each 
room with a present for all the pupils.

E5-7 performing

Whole school perfom 
at the end of the show

Primary 
7 Girls

Sgoil Àraich

P6 Boys 
and 

Girls

Parties!

Primary 7 Boys
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Roving Reporters
Three reporters have devoted their time to recording the 
school’s festive events: well done to Joel, Naomi and Sarah. 
Keep up the excellent effort in 2016!

Nursery News
The children in the Nursery and Sgoil Àraich have been very 
busy. Both groups attended a Jungle session in An Lanntair 
where they enjoyed making masks and taking part in Drama 
activities.

A Book Bug session was held in the Nursery. This is when the 
children invite their younger brothers and sisters in to Nursery 
to hear a story. This takes place once each term and Jessie 
leads the Book Bug sessions.  We hope all the little ones get 
the “reading bug.”

The children have also been really busy learning songs for 
the Christmas concert. Both groups joined together to sing 
‘Let it Snow’, ‘Mary’s Boy Child’ and ‘Tha Bodach na Nollaig 
a’ tighinn a-nochd’.

Scottish SPCA Talk
On Thursday, 3rd December, our school received a 
detailed talk about the Scottish SPCA to tell about 
what they do, where they work and which animals 
they help. Calum Watt is our local SSPCA inspec-
tor and he gave us the talk, showed us some slides 
in Microsoft Powerpoint and explained about the ani-
mals they had rescued, rehomed and saved. We got 
a chance to ask any questions about the SSPCA. 
Thecaring for animals.  talk was really interesting 
and helped us think about how we are caring for 

Tong School Christmas Dinner
The school held our annual Christmas 
dinner. The canteen ladies had beauti-
fully decorated the school canteen and hall. 
The canteen choice for the special occasion 
was turkey, and for pudding it was specially 
decorated muffins or some delicious cheese-
cake. The boys and girls in P6/7 helped Anna and 
Fiona set out the places for the whole school. 
Once everyone had got settled, Anna and Fiona 
told us the winners of a competition they had 

was to decorate a 
Christmas jumper. 
The winners for the 
competition were 
Dylan (Primary 2) 
and Edith (Primary 
5). The whole school 
very much enjoyed the day and look forward to next year’s 
Christmas dinner. Thank you to all the ladies for preparing a 
delicious lunch for staff and pupils. 

Christmas Light Switch On
On Tuesday, 17th November, Tong School held a Christmas 
light switch on and we have added some new lights this year. 
All family and friends were invited to join us. There was tea, 
coffee, hot chocolate, cakes and biscuits. We had a choir 
singing three songs, ‘O Come all ye Faithful’, ‘Silent Night’ 
and ‘Jingle Bells’. Some of the singers in the choir were Ruby, 
Cole, Mairi, Heather, Neve and Daniel James. Santa visited 
the school as we were singing “Jingle Bells”. Santa left the 
North Pole to bring us a beautiful animated reindeer as a pre-
sent. We would like to say a big thank you to all the family and 
friends who left their cosy homes to join us on a wet and driz-
zly night. We are also grateful to ACE Electrical Services for 
helping with the electrical work. We hope our Christmas lights 
cheer up the community during the dark nights. 

We have included Calum Iain’s story about our special even-
ing:

Christmas Lights at Tong School
Tuesday 17th November was a dark rainy night, but at 7pm 
the Christmas lights were switched on by some P6 and 7 
pupils. The lights were lighting up the sky like sparkling dia-
monds. The school looked fantastic. 

By Calum Iain, P3

Christmas by Candlelight 
December has been an especially busy month as we have 
been preparing for our Christmas concert. Our concert was 
named Christmas by Candlelight because the whole stage 
was black with twinkling fairy lights to 

add some   ch

Tong School

On Thursday, 3rd December, our school received a talk 
about the Scottish SPCA to tell about what they do, where 
they work and which animals they help. Calum Watt is our 
local SSPCA inspector and he gave us the talk, 
showed us some slides in Microsoft Powerpoint 
and explained about the animals they had rescued, 
rehomed and saved. We got a chance to ask any 
questions about the SSPCA. The talk was really 
interesting and helped us think about how we are 
caring for animals. 

The school held our annual Christmas dinner. 
The canteen ladies had beautifully decorated the 
school canteen and hall. The canteen choice 
for the special occasion was turkey, and for 
pudding it was specially decorated muffins 
or some delicious cheesecake. The boys 
and girls in P6/7 helped Anna and Fiona set out 
the places for the whole school. Once everyone 
had got settled, Anna and Fiona told us the win-
ners of a competition they had set for us. The  competition

named Christmas by Candlelight because the whole stage 
was black with twinkling fairy lights to add
                       some Christmas 

Santa Claus visiting the nursery

Singing, hot chocolate and.......lights!

cheer. 
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All the pupils were 
holding a tea light candle to shine through the dark hall.

The Nursery children opened the show with a spectacular 
melody of songs. The whole school then took to the stage 
to perform ‘Starry Night’ which was a joyful song to enter-
tain the audience. Then Primary 1/2 performed ‘Away in a 
Manger’ and they sang it beautifully. Next it was Primary 
3/4’s turn to sing ‘Rocking around the Christmas Tree’, 
almost everyone wanted to jump up from their seats and 
dance. Then it was P4/5’s turn to perform a Christmas 
classic ‘Jingle Bells’ and they sang and danced very well. 
After that our P6/7 took to the stage to perform ‘Merry 
Christmas Everyone’ and  they had great fun.  
This was followed by P1-3 singing ‘Santa 
Claus is coming to Town’ which every-
one enjoyed. Then P4 - 7 performed 
‘Merry Christmas Everyone which 
was great fun. Next P1 -7 sang 
‘Leanabh An Aigh’ and then for 
our finale we sang ‘Feed The 
World’. This song was written in 
1984 to make others aware of the 
famine taking place in Africa. We 
sang this twice whilst the pupils from 
P1-7 came down from the stage. After 
the show the children and all the visitors 
were able to enjoy some refreshments. 

All the staff and pupils 
would like to thank 
everyone for their 
help, and there 
are some people 
who we would 
like to mention 
individually. We 
would first of 
all like to thank 
Mr Rank for his 
help in tweaking all 
our performances, he 
really did do a great 
job. Next we would like to 
say a massive thank you to Mr 
Murray who makes sure the stage and 
microphones are ready, and also plays the guitar for perfor-
mances. Last but not least, we would like to say thank you 
to Mr Maciver who made sure our Gaelic voices were ready 

for performing. 

Finally, we add a big thank you to everyone who attended 
our performances. The support from family and friends is 
clear to see and is much appreciated by all within the school. 
Mòran taing. 

Raffle News
Our parent were very kind and generous and donated lots of 
lovely food items and treats to be made into large hampers. 
Family and friends kindly purchased tickets and an incred-

ible total of £784 was raised. This will go towards 
funding the P6/7 trip to Fairburn later 

in 2016. 

We also had a silver col-
lection during both con-

cert performances. A 
super total of £400 
was raised and will 
go towards helping a 
school called God is 

Good in Uganda. This 
tied in with our final song 

‘Feed the World’ and we 
have donated some money 

to this school previously. The 
line in the song which reads: 
“And in our world of plenty, we 
can spread a smile of joy” is a 
good message to remember 
at this time of year. 

Party News
Friday, 18th December, was Christmas 
Party Day in Tong School. We all sang, 
danced and enjoyed tasty treats. We 
were delighted that WSanta Claus had 
time to visit the nursery party and the 

P1-3 and P4-7 parties. Thank you for 
visiting, Santa!

Diary Date
There will be a pre-enrolment open day held in the 

school on 20th January between 11am and 12pm. Parents 
who wish to enrol their children into either English Medium 
or Gaelic Medium Education are warmly invited to visit the 
school and both  nurseries to meet with pupils and staff. 

Santa Claus and his elf with P1-3

Santa and his elf also came to the P4-7 Christmas party

Canteen 
Competition 

Winners (Dylan 
and Edith)

Santa at the Christmas Light 
Switch On
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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New Website and Online Booking Facility
Groups and individuals wishing to book any of the facilities 
at Back Football and Recreation Club can now do so using 
a new online booking system.

The simple 4 step process allows users to check availability 
of the hall, meeting rooms and all weather pitch and make 
a reservation.

The system is accessed via the new website www.backfrc.
org.uk and can be used to secure bookings up to a month 
in advance.

Terri Davies, Sport and Community Project Co-ordinator, 
explained, "The committee want to make booking as acces-
sible as possible. The golf driving range is working really 
well, partly because booking is not necessary, you can just 
buy your tokens at Gordon’s Shop, the Golf Club or Spar and 
just turn up and play. The new online booking option for the 
hall and all weather pitch means you can check availability 
and make bookings at any time of the day or night.”

The new booking system is part of a new website; the Back 
FC website www.backfc.com will continue to focus on the 
football club and the two sites will be linked together so you 
can go seamlessly from one to the other. 

“The committee want to develop the “recreation” in Back 
Football and Recreation Club, and the new website is 
designed to reflect the wide range of new activities we hope 
to offer in the future. Of course football is a big part of the 
centre and the all weather pitch is going down a storm with 
footballers young and old, but we already have other activi-
ties at the centre, archery, golf, bowls and weight training 
and so it was felt we should have two websites.”

What next? Have your say!
The new website and booking system are just the first step. 
The club also want to hear from the community about any 
activities they would like to see at the centre. People can 
submit their suggestions to Terri at the hall directly or com-
plete the short survey at www.backfrc.org.uk.

“We hope people will come forward with their ideas, all sug-
gestions will be welcomed, not just sport, so if you have a 
hobby you think would make a good club, or an evening 
class you always fancied or want to run please get in touch.”

Paper copies of the survey are available from the notice 
board in the hall entrance. Terri is normally in the office on 
a Monday, Tuesday and Friday and regularly drops in on 
activities in the evening so please introduce yourself if you 
see her. She can be contacted on 820745 or backfrc@
gmail.com.

Based in Upper Coll, Back Football and Recreation Club fea-
tures a new covered all weather pitch, a large multi-purpose 
hall, several meeting rooms and a golf driving range. The 
facility currently operates 6 days a week from 8.00am to 
10.00pm. 

Apart from the regular clubs at the centre the committee is 
keen to see the centre develop a wider range of activities.

Contact for further information:
Terri Davies, Sport and Community Project Coordinator
Back Football and Recreation Club
Back Community Centre
Upper Coll
Isle of Lewis
HS2 0LS
Tel.: 820745/ 07497925905         backfrc@gmail.com

Back Football and Recreation Club News

Bowls

All weather pitch
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifie
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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Back in Time - Back           January 1946
A Back Boy in USA
The “Fairbanks Daily News” recently had a reference to 
Murdo Macrae, son of the late Donald Macrae and Mrs 
Macrae, New St, Back, who was the winchman with the FE 
Company in Fairbanks when the war broke out, left his job to 
join the Merchant Navy, attended Merchant Marine School 
between voyages, and is now “licensed as Chief Officer on a 
Liberty ship in the South Pacific”. Macrae had several close 
calls during the war. His luckiest break came when he was 
transferred from “The Canadian Victory” the day before she 
set out on the voyage on which she was sunk by a Jap plane.  

Obituary
Once again the Grim Reaper has passed through our midst.  
Angus Macdonald, of Brevig, passed away recently at the 
age of 67 years, after a lingering illness which he bore with 
Christian patience and fortitude. He is survived by his sor-
rowing widow and only sister, to both of whom we extend 
the heartfelt sympathy of the entire community.

Wedding Bells
Two weddings of interest to the Back district took place 
recently in Glasgow. On Tues, 13 November, Joan 
Macdonald, third daughter of Mr and Mrs John Macdonald, 
32 Gress, was united in matrimony to John Murray, only 
surviving son of the late Mr Murray and Mrs Murray, 36 
Lionel, Ness.  The wedding took place at the Prince of 
Wales Halls, Argyll St, and the officiating minister was Rev 
Alexander Macleod, Govan. The bride, who was given away 

by her brother-in-law, Mr Malcolm Macleod, was beauti-
fully dressed in white lace over white satin. She wore a long, 
flowing flowered veil, held in place by a coronet of white 
flowers. She was attended as bridesmaid by the groom’s 
sister Miss Peggy Murray, a teacher in Lionel Public School, 
who was dressed in pink satin, with shoulder-length veil to 
match. The duties of best man were ably performed by the 
bride’s brother, John. Sixty guests sat down to a sumptu-
ous repast, and bagpipe music was provided by Mr Murray, 
Partick, while songs were sung by Mr Murdo Ferguson, 
Aird, Point. Over 100 telegrams were received, testifying to 
the popularity of the young couple.  

On Thurs, 22 November, Chrissie, second eldest daughter 
of Mr and Mrs John Macdonald, 32 Gress, became the 
bride of Donald, second surviving son of the late Mr and 
Mrs Mackenzie, 46 Back. The reception took place at the 
Angus Restaurant, Argyll St. The marriage ceremony was 
performed by Rev Alexander Macleod, Govan. The best 
man was the bride’s brother John who must be adept at 
the job by now! The bride was dressed in a blue satin-back 
crepe frock, with navy blue accessories. The bridesmaid was 
Miss Kenina Mackenzie, Back, cousin of the groom, who 
also wore a blue frock with navy blue accessories.  Bagpipe 
music was again provided by Mr Murray, Partick, and Gaelic 
songs were sung by Mr Murdo Ferguson, Point, and Miss 
Murdina Gunn, Back. 50 guests sat down to a table well 
spread with good things and dancing was carried on till near 
midnight. Approximately 70 telegrams were read. We wish 
both couples long life and happiness.

Back L-R: Roddy Beaton (mac 
Neilly Dubh) Norman Stewart 

Simon (Mac Kenny Gionn) 
Kenneth Maclennan (Mac 

Alick Usdean Bhig)

Front L-R: Alasdair Uilleam 
Shandy Murdo Beag, Iain a' 
Lally, Donald Gôg Campbell

Three Gress girls in the 60s on their way to work in Stornoway.

 L. to R. Murdina Ghlen Macdonald 32 Gress, Rita Macdonald 40 Gress and 
Catherine Rose 13 Gress. Murdina was working for Johnny Og, Rita for her 
brother Swannie, and Catherine Rose for Hughson Brothers. The picture 

was taken outside Bùth Sheumais, James Mackenzie's shop on Cromwell St.
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Do you need help with your tax return?
Murray Mackay is the only Chartered Tax Advisor in 
practice in the Western Isles - the highest level tax 
qualification in the UK.

Murray is therefore best placed to prepare your tax 
return to ensure all possible tax reliefs and deduc-
tions are claimed - thereby keeping your tax liability 
to an absolute minimum.

Murray is also able to meet your other business 
needs - whether it be accounts, book-keeping, VAT 
returns or corporation tax.

Specialist tax services also provided.

For more information contact Murray Mackay
Tax Solutions Scotland Limited (Chartered Tax Advisers)

www.taxsolutionsscotland.co.uk / 07793 535 227
murray@taxsolutionsscotland.co.uk
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The ladies of a small Bible Study group 
who meet weekly in their homes, from 
Gress to Upper Coll, felt burdened to help 
with the Children’s Hospital in Nisporeni, 
Moldova. Surprisingly, when the Medical 
Director was asked what help he’d like 
most he asked for a new floor. Not fancy 
drugs or equipment, much of which has 
come from Lewis as it is. No, the simple 
tasks of cleaning, infection control and 
crossing the floor with beds and trol-
leys had become a huge problem over 
the many years since the floor was laid 
in 1959. Despite the best efforts of a 
dedicated and poorly paid staff group the 
floor was causing difficulties.

So, the ladies pooled their 
resources, and together with the 
amazing sum of £600 raised 
by a Bake Stall at the hospital, 
were able to pay the £1,500 
needed to lay a new floor. 

It’s hard for us to imagine the 
challenges facing the hospi-
tal staff every day. Yet, they 
provide the best care they 
can with few resources, little pay and 
ancient buildings.

Please remember them, especially when 
walking around our own hospital and 
medical facilities where we have so 
many comforts when compared to the 
people of Nisporeni.

Plaque Translation:
New Floor donated by Bible study group 
in Back, Isle of Lewis, Scotland. May 
2015

1 John 3:18 “My little children, let us not 
love in word, neither in tongue; but in 
deed and in truth”

Moldova Children's Hospital

Bake stall at Western Isles Hospital
Left: Wooden floor laid in 1959. Right: New floor laid 2015

A day event was held in the M.A. Macleod 
Memorial Hall, Stornoway on Friday 27th 
November in aid of God is Good Nursery and 

Primary School, Uganda.  Tea and coffee 
was served all day and there was a variety 
of stalls with items for sale as well as many 
other items of interest.  Kenny John and 
Ishbel Mackenzie are very grateful for the 
wonderful sum raised, almost £3000.

Uganda Fundraiser

Tap water at the school
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8 oz butter, softened
2 cups soft brown sugar
4 beaten eggs
2 tablespoons syrup
2 tablespoons treacle
3 ½ cups plain flour
½ cup plain wholemeal flour
2 heaped teaspoons mixed spice
2 heaped teaspoons ground ginger
1 heaped teaspoon ground cinnamon
2 heaped teaspoons bicarbonate of soda
2 cups of hot water
3 tablespoons of whisky liqueur (Glayva, 
Drambuie or Old Pulteney Liqueur) or just 
use whatever whisky or brandy you have 
to hand.
¾ cup of vanilla yoghurt
12 oz. chopped dates
Pinch of salt 

Preheat the oven to Gas Mark 4, 180C, 350F.

Grease and line 2 x 2lb loaf tins.

Place the dates, syrup, treacle, whisky, spices, salt and 
hot water into a pan. Bring to the boil and remove from the 
heat.  Keep warm.

Cream the butter. Add the sugar and beat until light and 
fluffy. Beat in the eggs slowly. Fold in the flour, bicarbonate 
of soda and yoghurt. Fold in the warm chopped date mix.
Pour into the prepared tins.

Place immediately into the middle shelf of the preheated 
oven. The bicarbonate of soda will begin to react imme-
diately with the warm date mixture. Don’t leave the batter 

hanging about for any length of time before putting it in the 
oven.

Bake for 1 hour.

Remove from the oven when done. A skewer inserted into 
the centre of the gingerbreads should come out clean.  
Leave to rest in the tins for half an hour before turning out. 

This can be (and often is) eaten straight away, but it does 
keep beautifully and the flavour gets better every day.  It’s 
delicious on its own, spread with butter, served with toffee 
sauce as a dessert or even thickly sliced and served fried 
with poached eggs as part of a cooked breakfast (trust me 
on this). (I made this gingerbread when Maggie sent the 
recipe and it was delicious! Golden rum was the addition 
from my cupboard. I would definitely make it again. Ed.)

isean a' hòcair

hisk an at ingerbrea 

Little Lambs met on Wednesday 16th 
December for their first ever Christmas party! 
The celebration was a lot of fun with almost 
50 pre-school children attending to enjoy 
some games, festive treats, a puppet show 
and a visit from Santa Claus! The grownups 
enjoyed a hot chocolate and a mince pie while 
the "little lambs" burned off some energy.

Little Lambs was formed in October and 
runs every Wednesday during term time 
from 1pm - 2.45pm at Back Free Church 
Hall and is run on a voluntary basis. It is 
open to little ones from birth to pre-school 
and the adult/s responsible for looking 
after them. Mums to be are also welcome, 
so it's ‘bumps’ to pre-school! Little Lambs 
wishes everyone a very blessed and 
happy 2016.

Little Lambs - Living As My Bible Says.

Little Lambs Toddler Group
Celebrate Christmas
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The first competition of Back Bowling 
club this season was the Carpet World 
Cup, which took place on Saturday 28th 
November, with players from Stornoway, 
Bernera and Breasclete invited to take 
part. 

The format for this year was different 
from last year as all the players were 
drawn out of a hat to make up twelve tri-
ples, split into two sections, which made 
it more interesting, and competitive. 
However, when the draw was made, 
everyone was of the opinion that Team 
1, from section one, were the favourites, with anyone 
from the other section with a chance of making the semi 
- finals.

After the sections were completed the outcome was as 
predicted, with Team 1 from section one unbeaten, and 
Team 5 scraped through to reach the semis. In the other 
section it was much closer with any team in contention, 
but at the end it was Team 10 who came out on top with 
Team 8 a close second.

The first semi - final between Team 1 (Duncan MacLean, 
John Norman and Alex D Campbell) went through to the 

final with a con-
vincing win The other semi was a bit closer with Team 5 
(Duncan MacMillan, Angus Murray and Robert France) 
going through to the finals. At the end of play they were 
the winners, beating their opponents with a very convinc-
ing score, and incidentally, that was the only game Team 
1 had lost; whatever came over them, they could not 
match the accuracy of their opponents. Nevertheless, 
everyone enjoyed the day. 

When everything was cleared we all retired to the 
canteen for a bit of banter and refreshments, and the 

presentation of the Cup to 
the worthy winners. Back 
Bowling Club would like to 
thank Carpet World for once 
again sponsoring this com-
petition, and also those who 
took part. See you all next 
year.

The Bowling Club is well 
supported this year and as a 
result there is more competi-
tion, but the league is topped 
again by the ever present 
D MacLean! But it is early 
days yet, and at the present 
the league positions are like 
this. It is a pity that some of 
the players are not able to be 
present on every occasion 
as this would make it more 
representative.

D.A.Stewart

Back Bowling 
Club

 Bowling Trophy. L-R: Duncan Maclean, Robert France, Duncan Macmillan, Angus Murray, 

Willie Angie Morrison (Sponsor of the Trophy) In the foreground are the eager raffle participants!
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Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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January marks the turning point of the year and it can 
also be the windiest month. Last year I lost a well-
established cotoneaster, which is a hardy shrub, tolerant 
of poor conditions and which normally 
will grow anywhere. The beauty 
of this shrub is that it attracts 
the bumble-bees. I took 
cuttings from a weigela, 
which also perished 
because of wind-chill.

One of the winter 
jobs I did last month 
was to remove the 
fuchsias from their 
pots, where they had 
been for many years. 
I cleaned all the soil 
and compost from the 
roots, divided some 
with the spade and 
put them all in a large polythene bag 
until early spring. The roots of those in the large 
plastic pots were infested with the vine weevil maggot, 
whereas the ones in the clay pots had none!

On reflection, we must admit that it was a poor year for 
the flowering bedding plants, which sadly takes away 
the joy of growing from seed. The one flowering plant 
which did do well was the calendula (some being still 
in flower in mid-December), referred to in the garden 
manuals as the pot marigold. The seed packet referred 
to this particular flower as an Oopsy Daisy. No more 
experimenting with strange new seeds though! So this 

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...New Year Gardening Reflections

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £35.64 to Laura Graham, 5 Catherine Hill, Coll, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JS.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £35.64
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

year I shall go for short-stemmed pansies and violas. 
They are good flowering plants and come in a variety of 
colours.  The gladioli bulbs never managed to reach the 

flowering stage.

One favourite shrub which is easy to 
grow and does well in any garden 

is the buddleia. It is a lovely 
flowering shrub, attractive to 

butterflies (though we saw 
few this year apart from the 
cabbage white), but needs 
hard pruning, cutting back 
even to 2" from the old 
wood. Though March prun-

ing is recommended, I cut 
mine back in September to 

protect from the winds.

Looking out of the window the other 
day, whilst having a cup of tea, lo and 

behold a large brown rat scurried right in front 
of me across the back garden, disappearing under a 
shrub! This is the first time I ever saw one in the gar-
den. Next day one crossed the road in front of me at 
the Poileagan stream. I moved the bird-feed as this can 
attract them. Be careful of throwing food to the seagulls 
as this will encourage them and be extra careful not to 
leave shed or garage doors open. Should my garage 
door have been open that day, the rat could have 
moved in unnoticed. They only need an opening of two 
square inches two squeeze through.

From The Poileagan

Buddleia
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Last year Callum Shen Campbell 
(Scluggan) 26a Back (grandfather of 
Dean Drummond) was awarded the 
accolade of Lewis & Harris Sports 
Council Community Coach of the 
Year for his work with rugby. 

Callum was then put forward for the 
regional award, and won that award in 
September this year. Stornoway Rugby 
Club was asked to present the award to 
Callum on behalf of sportscotland and 
Scottish Rugby so the presentation 
was sprung as a surprise at an arranged 
all school assembly at Laxdale Primary 
School in December. 

Callum has been a lifelong rugby fan. 
He began coaching at Laxdale when 
his grandson, Dean, took up rugby as 
a P6 pupil there, eight years ago and 
has kept the club going ever since. He 
put himself through coaching awards 
to be able to coach full contact rugby 
to meet pupil demand and to improve 
his rugby knowledge. Laxdale Primary 
has become a major contributor of players to the Nicolson 
School of Rugby and is now attracting pupils from other 
schools looking to take up the game.

Callum has numerous other interests, and is the first to admit 
to the various aches and pains that come along with the bus 

pass! But everything stops for coaching at Laxdale Stornoway 
Rugby on Friday afternoons and helping out on match days!

He is a worthy winner of the award, and it is thoroughly 
deserved.

Callum Campbell
Regional Sports Community Coach of the Year Award

Callum with his award, flanked by his wife Jan, SYRFC committee members, Laxdale 
former pupils who have all been through the School of Rugby, and current Laxdale 

pupils attending after school rugby sessions.

On 8 December a large crowd of family 
and friends gathered in the church hall 
for the annual Bible Buddies Christmas 
family evening.

The evening began with the P1-3 Buddies 
entering the hall singing ‘This Little Light 
of Mine’, followed by some of the older 
children reading The Christmas Poem by 
Bob Hartman. 

Several girls from the 
Tuesday club formed 
their own “girl bands” 
performing their rendi-
tions of ‘Silent Night’, 
‘Away in a Manger’ and 
‘Amazing Grace’. 

Each Christmas the 
Buddies give of their own 

funds to help those in need 
and this year donated £400 to 
the God is Good School and 
Nursery in Uganda so that 
the children there could enjoy 
a Christmas treat. Earlier in 
the year £200 was donated 
to Tear Fund for disaster relief 
in Nepal.

A huge thanks to all the 
Buddies and to parents and 
family for an enjoyable even-
ing and their ongoing support.

Christmas  Family  Evening
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Organised by the Gress and Back Anti-Litter Campaign

This successful competition, now closed, attracted a 
total of 49 entries. Ann Palmer (aka Gaia the Garbage) 
the competition organiser, attributes much of the suc-
cess to the superb posters advertising the competition 
designed by Julie Roxburgh, Upper Coll, the support and 
encouragement of Iain Campbell of the Comhairle’s Zero 
Waste team, Pauline MacLeod, a teacher at Sir E. Scott 
School in Tarbet, who organised a class project around 
the competition, and the generous donation of prizes by 
local businesses and organisations. 

The winning entry in the secondary pupils section was by 
Jessica Anna MacLeod. She has chosen as her prize a 
wildlife watching sea trek donated by Joe Engebret.

The winning entry in the primary pupils section was 
by Finn Globe, a pupil at Sir. E. Scott School, whose 
claimed prize was a high viz-jacket, litter picker and sta-
tionery set donated by Zero Waste. Second prize in that 
category went to Aran Culley, who wins three free pan-
tomime or cinema tickets donated by An Lanntair, and 
the third prize was won by Cara MacDonald, another Sir 
E. Scott entrant, who wins £50 worth of Co-Op vouch-
ers, donated by the main Co-operative retail store in 
Stornoway.

Other prizes were won by  Anna MacLeod, who wins a 
Toadstool Seat donated by the Stornoway Trust, Daniel 
MacAlpine, the youngest entrant, another with three free 
pantomime or cinema tickets from An Lanntair, Alasdair 
and Fiona Langley, whose joint entry wins them a school 
rucksack/bag, a laptop bag, a laptop sleeve cover, and two 
camouflage caps, donated by GDK Signs, Scott Murray 
who wins a canvas of his winning entry from Malcolm 
MacLeod Photography, Hannah Jardine whose prize 
is a £25 iTunes voucher from Stornoway’s 
Tesco Stores, 

and Neil Morrison who also wins a 
school rucksack/bag, laptop bag, laptop sleeve cover 
and two camouflage caps from GDK signs. 

Some entrants actually won two prizes. Finn Globe has 
chosen a £20 clothing/footwear voucher donated by 
Crofters, Cara MacDonald a primary children’s pool party 
from Lewis Sports Centre, Scott Murray a £25 ITunes 
voucher from Tescos, and Daniel MacAlpine, whose sec-
ond treat is a Christmas box of goodies from Delights of 
Stornoway. 

Ann commented, “The two winning prizes in each category 
tell a story with a serious message.  The huge pol-
ystyrene ball of the winning primary school entry 
shows the way polystyrene behaves in seawater. 
It also points to a dark future fate of our species if 
we do not robustly address this problem of treat-
ing the shared environment as a global garbage 
dump.

How litter affects and kills wildlife and domestic 
animals – the sea turtle is probably the most 
widely publicised – is implicated in the sheep's 
comment in the winning secondary school 
entry.

What impressed me most was the creativity 
and imagination of the children when given 
ideas by a supportive teacher. These winning 
photographs are testimony to the inherent 
creativity of children; a vital gift for future 
problem-solving in our world.”

The competition was judged by An Lanntair’s 
Joe Mahoney, Muriel Ann MacLeod of Rural 
Nations.com. and Ann herself, who thanks 
the other judges for their time and expertise.  

 Ann Palmer

Giant Litterball by Finn Globe of Sir E. Scott School

Western Isles Children's Humorous Photographic 
Competition on Anti-Litter Theme

The grazing here is rubbish these days! by Jessica Anna 
MacLeod
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Material for publication in the FEBRUARY issue of Loch a Tuath 
News must be in before MONDAY 18th JANUARY 2015

The boys and girls of the B
ack developm

ent club proudly show
 off the new

 football strips w
hich w

ere kindly donated by three local sponsors 
and the three local councillors.

In the photo w
ith the children of the club are A

llan G
eorge M

acA
skill of C

IB
 S

ervices, N
orm

an M
aciver of H

ebridean P
lant H

ire, A
ngus and C

aldo 
M

ackay of A
ngus M

ackay &
 S

ons, and C
ouncillors C

atriona S
tew

art and D
onald C

richton, C
lub C

oaches, C
hristopher G

raham
, D

. A
. M

acdonald, 
Iain M

aclennan, John S
 M

ackenzie and S
tuart M

acleod.

M
issing from

 the photo is C
ouncillor John A M

aciver.

The C
lub greatly appreciate the support it gets from

 the local businesses, councillors and the w
ider com

m
unity. Thank you from

 all at the C
lub. 

Through Loyaly Success - Tre D
hìlseachd B

uaidh

B
ack Primary Football D

evelopment C
lub
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