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Welcome to our usual bumper sum-
mer issue. Although we are still 
in coronavirus ‘lockdown’, we are 
still managing to fill our pages with 
some excellent material, so we 
would like to sincerely thank everyone 
who has contributed to this issue and the 
last few. Without you, we couldn’t publish a 
magazine.

So, lockdown is starting to ease slowly but 
surely. Now in Phase 2 (at the time of writ-
ing), we have a little bit more freedom, but 
we still have to practise social distancing and 
from 10 July it will become mandatory to wear 
face masks when shopping. Masks have been 
mandatory on public transport for a while. 
It’s a hard thing to do without feeling self-
conscious, but we have to do it for our own 
and others’ health, and it’s becoming more of 
a common site around the place. We can do 
more outdoor activities, socialise with other 
households outdoors, and those who were 
previously ‘shielding’ are being allowed out 
for the first time in months.

What a year it has been so far. We’ve, of course, 
had the pandemic to deal with, and we’ve also 
seen the mass protests, demonstrations, and 
riots around the country, and worldwide, as 
part of the Black Lives Matter movement. It’s 
hard to fathom in this day and age that people 
are still having to fight so hard for equality. 
We, along with other countries, must face up 
to the atrocities carried out in our Colonial 
past. As recently as the 1950s, over 1 million 
Kenyans, who mobilised to reclaim the land 
that had been stolen from them by British set-
tlers, were taken to concentration camps, tor-
tured and killed, in conditions ‘distressingly 
reminiscent of conditions in Nazi Germany’. 
All this only came to light in 2012 when secret 
documents were uncovered. And what about 
the Windrush scandal? Germans are made all 
too aware of their history, so why aren’t we? 
So much is hidden from us and covered up 
or destroyed. The Madeleine McCann case 
has been back in the news of late, and there 
have been devastating fires in the Amazon 
rainforest and in Indonesia, as well as a 

record-breaking heatwave in 
Siberia. What more can 2020 
throw at us? A once-in-a-life-
time thunder and lightning 
event of course! See our back 
page for a mini-report.

On the flip side, we are hav-
ing the best summer weather 
in a few years, and with lock-
down easing we are able to 

get outside a bit more and enjoy it with 
friends and family. People are getting all the 
odd jobs done and the gardens are all looking 
good. I am a bit of a sun-seeker myself, but I 
prefer sitting out with a book than any hard 
labour!

So what have we got for you in this issue? 
Lots! We have a couple of themes this month. 
The first is musical—we catch up with 
our ‘musical maestros’ and find out how 
they’ve been managing during lockdown, 
with the cancellation of gigs and tutoring 
classes, etc. Summer is also wedding season. 
Unfortunately, most have been cancelled or 
postponed, so we hear from a couple of brides 
who’ve had to think outside the box and make 
alternative arrangements. Tied in to this, we 
meet Eilidh McLeman, who has started up her 
own wedding and event planning company.

We also hear from a coronavirus clinical 
trial participant, see Upper Coll through the 
ages via maps, and we’ve even managed to 
get a touch of sport in this issue, with the 
Virtual Wacky Races and the breaking news of 
Rangers' signing of teenager James Graham, a 
graduate of Back FC Development Club.

Thanks once again to everyone who has con-
tributed.

See you in September!
Jayne

www.lochatuathnews.com

 www.facebook.com/LochaTuathNews

 @lochatuathnews

 instagram.com/lochatuathnews

Cover image courtesy Magnus and Finlay 
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Back
St Valery Anniversary
Commemorative events took place across 
the Western Isles on 12 June to mark the 
80th anniversary of the battle at St Valery 
in which around 10,000 allied troops, 
mainly from the 51st Highland Division, 
were captured and held as prisoners of 
war for the remainder of WW2. These 
brave soldiers were involved in the opera-
tion to stall the advancing German forces 
so that the evacuation at Dunkirk could 
take place. Eventually, however, the divi-
sion was cornered in the northern French 
town of Saint-Valery-en-Caux and they 
were forced to surrender. 

Among them was the late William Macleod 
(Uilleam Bhast), 17 Back, who recorded his 
experience in a Loch a Tuath News article 
in June 1998, an account that readers can 
now access in the archive section of the 
magazine's website. The writer knows of 
two other men with Back connections 
who fought at St Valery: Neil Macleod 
(Neilean Mhurchaidh Bharrant), Catherine 
Hill, and our former minister Rev. Murdo 
MacAulay. 

Bereavements
We extend our condolences to Mrs 
Catriona Davidson and family following 
the passing of her husband Keith at their 
home in Nairn on 17 May. Catriona is 
the daughter of the late Angus (Iga) and 
Maggie Bell Macleod, 44 Back.

Our sympathy also goes to to the family 
of Donald Hector Martin, Leurbost, who 
passed away on 2 June. Donnie was the 
son of the late Alexander and Katie Mary 
Martin (Frulaig agus Katie Mary Eachainn) 
whose marital home was in Stornoway but 
who originally came from 58 Back and 6 
Gress, respectively.

Vatisker
Tearfund Challenge
Angus Maclean and his mum Lisa (43 
Vatisker) took part in Tearfund’s ‘The 
Climb’ challenge in June. Tearfund’s Climb 
challenge seeks to raise funds to sup-
port people living in poverty to be better 
equipped to deal with the devastation of 
coronavirus. Angus and his mum Lisa 
would like to thank everyone who spon-
sored their ‘climb’. They both climbed 
the staircase 69 times per day for a week, 
which is similar to climbing Ben Nevis. 
They were delighted to raise £220 in total.

Retirement
Happy retirement to Ina Ferguson, 5 
Broadbay View. Ina worked at Western 
Isles Hospital. Wishing you many happy 
years in your garden. 

Bereavement
Our sympathy goes to the family of 

Margaret A. Morrison, Parkend, who 
passed away in Dun Berisay on 27 May. 
Maggie was the daughter of Donald and 
Mary Ann Graham (Dollan a' Bhut agus 
Mary Ann a' Chran), late of Vatisker and 
Stornoway. 

Coll
Get Well Wishes
We send our best wishes to Mary 
Macintosh (Màiri Jessie), 30 Coll, who was 
recently admitted to hospital after a fall. 
We hope you get well soon Màiri.

Special Birthday
Happy 40th birthday wishes to Rhoda 
Morrison (no. 67), who celebrated the ‘big 
4-0’ on 3 July. The family sends you their 
best.

Bereavements
We offer our sympathy to the families of 
the following individuals from Coll who 
have been bereaved of their loved ones 
over the past few weeks.

Catherine Morrison (Catriona Chaluim 
Mhic Cutty), late of Parkend and Dun 
Eisdean, passed away peacefully on 31 
May aged 96 years. She was the last in the 
family of three of Malcolm and Margaret 
MacDonald, 87 Coll. Catriona was prede-
ceased by her husband Evander (Iomhar 
Thiugs) in 2006.

Christina Isabella Ross, late of Macaulay 
Road, Stornoway, passed away on 9 June. 
Chirsty Bell was born and brought up in 
Outend Coll prior to the family moving 
to Plasterfield post-WW2. She was the 
daughter of the late George and Johanna 
Macleod (Luke agus Seonag 'an Sìne).

The funeral took place to Gress cemetery 
on 12 June of Christina Macinnes (Chrissie 
Laggan), late of Murray Place, Stornoway. 
She was the daughter of the late John 
Macinnes and Margaret (Aonghais Bhàird), 
whose marital home was in Stornoway but 
who originally came from 6 Tong and 54 
Coll, respectively.

Catherine M. Maciver (Katie Mary Chaluim 
Chelsoin) passed away in the Western Isles 
Hospital on 9 June aged 69 years. She lived 
in the family home at 32 Coll where she 
cared for her widowed mother Catriona 
(Catriona Mhurchaidh Ailein) until she 
passed away a few years ago. Katie Mary 
is survived by her brothers Murdo Allan, 
31 Coll, George in Glasgow, and sister 
Cathie Ann in Stornoway. 

Katie Mary was the first Back resident to 
die since the restrictions on gatherings 
were introduced to the UK in March. 
Ordinarily, the funeral service would have 
been held in Back Church, followed by 
the traditional procession through the vil-
lage. Sadly, however, the present global 
emergency necessitates that all local funer-
als consist of a simple graveside service 

with only immediate family members 
allowed to be present. For those who 
have experienced bereavements in the past 
few months this has been a particularly 
adverse circumstance. It is our sincere 
hope that our lives will soon return to the 
normality that we once took for granted so 
that our loved ones will be laid to rest sur-
rounded by the communal sympathy and 
respect for which our island is well known. 

Gress
Silver Wedding Congratulations
Our best wishes go to John Murdo (Fergie) 
and Kathleen from 15 Gress, who celebrat-
ed 25 years of marriage on 28 April. They 
were married in Back Free Church in 1995 
and the wedding dance took place in the 
Back Community Hall. We wish you many 
more happy healthy years together.

New Baby
Many congratulations to Tom and Eileen 
Budgen on the birth of their daughter on 
24 May, Erin Lois, a sister to Ewan. Eileen 
is the daughter of Murdo and Murdina 
(Bean Sheorais a; Cheic, 28a) and Erin is their 
seventh grandchild.

Condolences
The village and the wider community 
were very sorry to learn of the passing of 
Ishbel Young (Iseabail Ailig Alasdair Bhig) 
under such sad circumstances at her home 
in Hopeman, Moray, on Sunday 7 June. 
Ishbel, who was 91 years of age, and her 
husband James would have celebrated 
their 70th anniversary later this year, but 
sadly that was not to be. Our thoughts are 
with James, their two daughters, her sister 
Janet (Bean Jimsie, 9 Gress) and her brother 
Arl, and the rest of the family in their sore 
bereavement.

Tong
Get Well Wishes
We wish Helen Macdonald, 6 Tong Park, 
a speedy recovery after breaking her wrist 
in a fall. We also wish Colin MacKenzie, 
Aird Tong, a speedy recovery following a 
stay in hospital. 

Bereavements
We were saddened to hear of the pass-
ing of Iain Nicolson, Aird Tong, on 26 
May. Our condolences are extended to his 
widow, Margaret Anne, and his children, 

As Na 
Bailtean
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Dr Cailean and Divia Macleod 
on their wedding day in York 

Mills, Toronto (Upper Coll)

Scott James Maclean 
(see Vatisker news, June 2020) 

 Rhys 
Macritchie 
(Upper Coll)

New Baby!
New Baby!

PhD!PhD!

Angus Maclean (Vatisker)  John Murdo and Kathleen Ferguson 
(Gress)

Tearf und
Tearf und

 Gregor MacPhail

Annivers
ary

!
Annivers

ary
!

Daniel France 

Chal lenge
Chal lenge

Congratulations to Gregor MacPhail 
(Gress), GP3 at Sgoil a’ Bhac, who 
won the P1–3 category in the Design 
a Flag for the Western Isles com-
petition, run by the Education 
Department. Well done also to 
Daniel France (Upper Coll), who 
won the P6/7 category.

CNES said ‘The Education 
Department would like to say a 
huge thank you to all who entered 
the flag competition. There were 

nearly 100 entries and all the designs 
were excellent! Well done!'

Design
a Fl ag

Proxime Accessit

Proxime Accessit
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David and Roslyn, and his siblings John, 
Norman, Murdo, Donald Roddy (D.R.), 
the late Angus, and sister Joan. Joan (Ford 
Terrace) would like to pass on her gratitude 
and sincere thanks on behalf of the family 
for all the kindness, support, cards and 
messages received at this difficult time.

Christina MacKinnon (wife of the late 
Roddy Allan MacKinnon), late of Murray 
Place, Stornoway, previously of 7 Morrison 
Terrace, Tong, and Loch Mor View, Tong, 
died peacefully in the Western Isles Hospital 
on 16 June. We send our condolences to 
her children Magaidh, Murdo F., Rhoda, 
Christine and Allan, as well as all her many 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Margaret Cook (Peggy), formerly of Ford 
Terrace, passed away peacefully at Blar 
Buidhe on 9 June. Our thoughts are with 
her daughters Carol and Doreen, and the 
extended family in their said loss. Peggy 
was predeceased by her husband George 
and daughter Joyce.

Volunteers
The Tong Recreation Association (TRA) 
are putting together a rota for grass cut-
ting around the hall. If you feel you can 
help please contact any TRA committee 

member or message the Tong Community 
Facebook page.  

COVID Funding Secured
Thanks to some funding secured by 
the TRA we have two brand new HP 
Chromebooks available to be loaned out to 
anyone in need for a week at a time. These 
will be great for anyone who might need 
them for home working, home schooling, 
or anyone isolated who needs access to the 
internet. We also have a number of Tesco 
vouchers for anyone in need at this time. 
Please contact the TRA by email (tong-
centre@gmail.com) or phone Kathryn on 
07817530062.

Thank You!
As we slowly move through the differ-
ent phases of lockdown and find a new 
normal we are thankful for the fantastic 
community spirit shown in Tong. 

Upper Coll
Proxime Accessit, Nicolson Institute
We send heartiest congratulations to Rhys 
Macritchie (12 Upper Coll). Rhys, who 
recently celebrated his 18th birthday, is the 
joint runner up to the Dux of the Nicolson 
Institute for this year. Rhys also took home 

the music prize, so additional congratula-
tions are in order! Although there was no 
prize-giving this year it is hoped that there 
will be a sixth year leaving ceremony in 
August. Well done Rhys!

Distinguished Fellow
Birthday greetings to Upper Coll’s most 
senior gentleman. Alex Angus at number 
19 will be celebrating his 89th birthday in 
July. Hopefully, by then you will be able 
to celebrate with the wider family. Meal do 
naidheachd Alex! 

Doctorate Awarded
Congratulations and well done to Doctor 
Cailean Macleod who was recently award-
ed a PhD in Organic Chemistry by Glasgow 
University. Cailean is the son of Rev. Colin 
and Penny Macleod, Glasgow, and the 
grandson of Mal and Etta Macleod, Upper 
Coll. Cailean and his wife Divia are cur-
rently living and working in Brussels but 
hope to relocate to Toronto, Divia's home 
city, once the current lockdown is eased.

Congratulations
Congratulations are in order for Daniel 
France, 60 Upper Coll. Daniel, who is a 
pupil in Tong school, won a competition 
in the P6/7 category to design a flag for the 
Western Isles. There were nearly 100 entries 
so that’s a fantastic achievement Daniel. We 
love the flag you designed. Well done! 

What a year 2020 has turned out to be. We 
have been stopped in our tracks. Many of 
the activities we took for granted as part of 
our lives have had to stop. None of the usual 
arguments about the least change. Everything 
came to a halt as if our lives depended on it. 
This time it did. 

We have gone through the full gamut of reac-
tions. Acceptance, fear, resentment, uncer-
tainty, thankfulness, and gratitude. 

Our sense of values as to who is important 
for the cogs of society to run efficiently and 
safely has been challenged. We have realised 
that the people who are really important are 
not the richest or those who are famous, but 
those who carry out the tasks that ensure 
we can live our lives with everything as it 
should be. 

Very often these people are those who do not 
get well rewarded. I wonder if, once this is 
over, the present appreciation will be reflect-
ed in adequate compensation for difficult, 
but necessary, jobs. History, unfortunately, 
indicates that temporary appreciation doesn’t 
necessarily transfer to long-term reward. 

Our local shops, our bin men, our carers, our 
postmen and women, delivery drivers, and 
others who have kept going have ensured 
that while we might have been restricted in 
our movements, we have not been deprived 
of the services we need to maintain a sem-
blance of normality. 

I wonder what future inhabitants of the Loch 

a’ Tuath area will think when they 
read or hear about 2020—the year 
everything stopped. No warning. No 
war. No revolution. Yet our lives as 
we knew them came to a halt. Places 
of work closed. No access to friends 
and families. No access to church-
es. No access to hospitals and care 
homes. Funeral attendance denied. 
All building contracts brought to a 
halt. Many not allowed to leave the 
confines of their homes. 

We couldn’t see coronavirus, but we 
could see the devastating results all 
over the world. This was no joke. This 
was no false alarm. Governments 
tried to combat it as they saw best, but it is difficult to fight an enemy you cannot see. 

The upside for many of us is that we have spoken to fellow villagers more than we 
have for years as we have been confined at home. We have done more walking than 
we have for years. We have re-acquainted ourselves with the garden as a means of 
producing vegetables, as well as colourful flowers. We are pleased to have done many 
of the jobs that we had avoided for years, the excuses holding no water any more.

This hasn’t been a time we would have chosen. Time will tell whether we do change 
our habits. Maybe it has made us re-assess what is important and what, in reality, is not. 

By the end of summer we hope we have moved to a world of fewer restrictions, where 
we can once again meet each other, where many don’t have to work from home, 
where we can travel to visit family or vice versa. 

We have to accept that we still have to be careful or this enemy, from which we have 
been largely spared, could very easily rear its ugly head. 

The summer of 2020 will be different to any other we have ever experienced. I hope 
it is a safe one for us all.

Coinneach aig BaileCoinneach aig Baile
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Eilidh McLeman Macleod grew up in the village 
of Back, living next door to her shen, Angus 
Stewart (Aonghas Upsan). After living on the 
mainland for a few years, Eilidh and her hus-
band Fraser have moved back to the island and 
she has started a new business—no mean feat in 
the current climate. Here, Eilidh tells us a bit 
about herself and her new venture. We sincerely 
wish her all the best with the business.

ED: Tell us a bit about yourself.

EMM: My name is Eilidh McLeman Macleod 
and I grew up in Back. My mum Margaret is 
from Back and my family built a house there 
beside my shen, Angus Stewart. I’m sure 
a lot of people round Back know him or if 
you don’t know him, one thing’s for sure: he 
knows you and who ‘your peo-
ple’ are! I loved living in Back. 
It had such a community feel 
and you knew no matter what, 
you had plenty of people to 
turn to. I lived in Back for 
most of my life, but when 
I was 19 years old I moved 
to Glasgow to pursue a 
career in childcare. One 
year after I left my fam-
ily then decided to leave 
the island and moved to 
Alloa, where they still are 
to this day and love every 
moment of being away on 
the mainland.

ED: Tell us a bit more about what you’ve been doing since you moved 
away and why you decided to move back. 

EMM: After I left the island I worked in a nursey for a year and then moved 
on to work for Scottish Gas High Level Complaints in Edinburgh, which I 
loved. I moved from Stirling after staying with my parents and moved in 
with Fraser, my boyfriend at the time (now husband). Fraser had started up 
his own telecommunication business, MAC Network Services Ltd, with his 
dad. The business was going from strength to strength, and continues to do 
so to this day with a lot of hard work from all involved. I made the decision 
to leave Scottish Gas and help the family business with the administration, 
which I continue to do to. I am so proud of everything they have achieved 
with the business and it is exciting to see it grow every day. Fraser and I made 
the decision to move back to Stornoway and bought his papas old house in 
Oliver’s Brae, which we are renovating slowly but surely. During the moving 
and being back and forth we got engaged after 10 years together, so we then 
had the addition of running the business, renovating the house and planning 
a wedding! It was during the planning of the wedding I knew this was what 
I absolutely loved doing and where my heart was and from this, I started up 
Eilidh’s Wedding & Event Company.

ED: What does Eilidh’s Wedding & Event Company offer? 

EMM: I purchased a flower wall for my sister-in-law’s hen weekend as I knew 
I wanted to invest in one and I wanted her to have such a special hen party. 
Unfortunately, the hen weekend fell the weekend we first went into lockdown, 
but thanks to Lews Castle we had such a special time. Following the hen week-
end, I posted on social media about the potential of locals hiring the flower 
wall, and I was amazed at the response I had to the advert. Immediately, I 
had a number of booking for upcoming events. I then sat and thought of all 
the things that I could bring to the island and what I could offer, and within 
one day of posting the flower wall advert I created Eilidh’s Wedding & Event 
Company. 

The reason for creating this business was, having seen friends and family get 
married, I know how much items cost plus the addition of travel, which can 
sometimes outweigh the cost of the item. Why should locals suffer for being 
on an island? We should all have the same options and items available as 
those on the mainland. I have since done a lot of research and have invested 
in a lot of items for hire, such as a magic mirror photo booth, a huge range 
of backdrops for every event, cake stands, a flower wall with the option of 

two different flower types, 
a candy cart, a prosecco 
wall, a shot wall, a crisp 

New Start-Up for Eilidh

NHS Hero eye masks 
Custom bridal Nikes by 

Eilidh 
One of Eilidh's sweetie 

boxes 
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cart, a popcorn machine and a candy floss machine. I work very closely with my 
sister-in-law, who helps out with a lot of the business aspects and is an incredible 
addition and help. 

We also offer a huge range of personalised items such as robes, pyjamas, glasses, 
t-shirts, table number, mirrors, trainers and lots more! We have a range of hen 
party and stag party packages also. This is really something I love doing and 
love putting a smile on people faces. It’s such an amazing feeling knowing you 
have created something that will be such a special part of the most magical and 
memorable day of a couple’s life. The business has been so blessed through social 
media we have over 1,100 followers on Facebook and have customers based all 
over Scotland, England and Ireland.

ED: How is the current COVID pandemic affecting your start up? 

EMM: The lockdown has really affected us, as we have just started out and had 
many weddings and events booked but have been unable to fulfil these. Our heart 
goes out to all brides and grooms, as nobody should have to go through what they 
have, especially changing a date, which they have planned and worked towards—
in some cases for years. It affected us also as a family as my sister-in-law was due 
to marry in April and had to postpone, so that was very difficult. We can definitely 
empathise with all couples who had to postpone.

In order to keep the business going we have been kept extremely busy with orders 
for bridal party packages, groomsmen packages and personalised trainers. I knew 
this wasn’t enough to keep us busy and keep the business going, especially when 
myself and my sister-in-law were funding the business ourselves and had put 
so much into it already and wanted it to be a success. COVID or not, we weren’t 
going to be defeated. 

I sat one Sunday afternoon about 6 weeks ago and had seen people away receive 
sweet boxes and thought I have not seen anything like this up here, so why not 
give it a try? What did we have to lose?! I went online and reached out to our 
Facebook and Instagram followers, and the response was incredible we couldn’t 
keep up the messages and the support from everyone local! The next day I placed 
an order for pizza boxes and a large sweet order and on 8 of June we started mak-
ing our first boxes. We have been in touch with the council and registered as a 
food business and have been advised we are able to trade. 

The sweet boxes we offer are a 9” small box or a 12” large box, filled with a mix of 
lots of different sweets. Each box is filled with coloured tissue and completed with 

branded stickers, warning stickers for the col-
ours included in the sweets and the possibility 
of nuts, and then wrapped in a bow to make 
them eye catching and fun, and something dif-
ferent. I haven’t seen that level of detail in the 
boxes before. I wanted to ensure each person 
who received a box got that box and was left 
with a huge smile, especially during these dif-
ficult times. We run a weekly order book for 
the sweet boxes and have been inundated with 
orders, so we hope to continue offering this 
service for the foreseeable future. 

We also recently did a project for a fam-
ily friend and made custom NHS masks. We 
have also donated 10 masks to Western Isles 
Hospital and four sweet boxes as a thank you 
from us for all their hard work.

ED: How can people find you?

EMM: You can find us on Facebook and 
Instagram or on our website, and you can 
message us directly. If you do not have social 
media you can phone me direct or message on 
07496386389 and I will be happy to help. 

Facebook – https://www.facebook.com/
eilidhsweddingandeventscompany

Instagram – eilidhsweddingeventco

Website – https://eilidhsevents.wixsite.com

Direct contact with Eilidh – 07496386389 

I would just like to say thank you for taking 
the time to read this article and thank you to 
Loch a Tuath News. We wish you all the very 
best and the best of health during these times. 
Stay safe and if we can help at all please get in 
touch we would love to hear from you.

The first of May: our big day...or so we thought. Unfortunately, COVID-
19 changed our plans, like those of many others. We were due to get mar-
ried on Friday 1 May at Tong Free Mission House. My cousin (Andrew 
‘Mowgli’ Macleod) was to marry us and then the reception was to be in 
the Caberfeidh Hotel. We decided on 19 March to postpone our wed-
ding until 23 October 2020, about a week before lockdown as we had 
a feeling then that we would be going into lockdown and wouldn’t be 
able to get married. Looking back to March we definitely thought wed-
dings would go ahead come October. Lockdown restrictions have now 
started to ease (at the time of writing), but we have decided to again 
postpone the wedding as we want to have all our friends and family 
with us and to have the day we initially planned for, with (hopefully) 
no COVID-19 restrictions. We have been very lucky with changing our 
plans and it has been relatively easy thanks to how understanding and 
flexible our minister, the Caberfeidh and all our suppliers have been. 
We can’t thank them all enough. We hope come 7 May 2021 we will be 
able to have our big day just as we want it. At least now we should have 
the most organised wedding ever (much to our mothers’ and sisters’ 
delight). Every cloud has a silver lining! We would like thank everyone 
for all their kind messages and support throughout all our planning, 
and especially our friends and family. 

Jessica Macdonald (Springside, Tong) and Kenny Campbell (Stornoway)

Postponed. . . and Then Postponed Again

continued on p.9
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NORRIE'S GARAGE
 Cars and Commercial Servicing and Repairs 

 MOT  Tyres 

 Wheel Alignment & Wheel Balancing 

 Large Stock of Truck and Trailer Parts 

TEL: 01851 705398
Email: info@norriesgarage.co.uk

43 BELLS ROAD, STORNOWAY

ISLE OF LEWIS HS1 2RL

GOOD RANGE OF 
TYRES IN STOCK
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I am Kathryn MacSween, originally from 
Scalpay, and I now live at 14 Tong Road, in a 
house bought with my fiancé Donald Sinclair, 
who is from Inverness. He has island blood 
with grandparents from Barra! (We won’t 
hold that against him!) 

I am a staff nurse in the Day Hospital at the 
Western Isles Hospital and Donald is a Police 
Officer, based in Stornoway. I have been a 
nurse for 12 years and Donald has been a 
Police Officer for 10 years. 

Donald and I got engaged on 29 November 
2019, at Dalmore Beach, and we had our 
heart set on having the Wedding in Harris 
with the reception being held at Talla Na 
Mara, Niseaboist. 

We had literally everything organised, apart 
from sending out the invitations. 

Then things changed…COVID-19 reared its 
ugly head and put a spanner in the works! 

We had set our wedding date for 21 August 
2020. At the beginning of lockdown we 
thought it would still be possible to continue 
with our original plans, as we didn’t realise 
what impact COVID-19 would have on the 
nation, or indeed the world. 

As the weeks went on and the wedding date 
loomed nearer, we had to determine what 
would be best and practical for the wedding. 

My father suggested that 
we have a house wedding 
instead, like what they used 
to do, in years gone by. 

Oh how we laughed! But the 
more we thought about it, 
the more we fell in love with 
the idea! 

We spoke to our minister, 
who happens to be my uncle, 
who stated that the house 
wedding could be done, 
so long as the government 
guidelines allow. 

We are still awaiting further 
instruction from the govern-
ment with regard to social 
distancing and small gatherings. But our intention is to get married 
either in the Tong Mission House, if allowed, or our home at 14 Tong 
Road. This will be followed by a reception in our own home with our 
immediate family only. 

Donald and I have settled well into Tong and cannot wait to get mar-
ried and put our own roots down. We hope to see as many of the vil-
lagers (from a distance) at the Mission House, on our wedding day, on 
21 August 2020. This will certainly be a wedding that we will never 
forget and it’ll be talked about for a long time, too. 

This will be very special to us and we’re actually more excited about 
our house wedding than our original plans! 

COVID-19 is not getting in the way. COVID-19 - 0 vs 1 - House wedding! 

Kathryn and Donald

Tong Wedding With a Difference!

and there are lots of people 
about and it’s all a bit nerve 
racking, with a lot of having 
to dodge cyclists and cars. So 
that lupin is important. 

Each day, once we have chat-
ted, I stroll outside and look 
at my lupins. Yes, maybe a 
little battered by the wind, 
but colourful and pretty good. Then I wander down the croft saying ‘hi’ to the 
sheep, not seeing a single soul…no need to time myself and my wanderings. 
From the croft I can see and hear the sea, no traffic noise to jar the nerves; 
my polytunnel allows me to potter around the growing plants whatever the 
weather, and with the long, light evenings I can be out there at eleven at night, 
just the quiet and when I look up the whole of the universe is clear to see. These 
strange times have made me realize just how fortunate we are here, how it is 
easy to take that fortune for granted…the clean air, the sounds of the sea. And 
have you heard the Skylarks lately? I think we have more than ever and the 
song to me is bliss. Next year, with luck, my friend will be joining us here for 
a holiday and I am going to plant more lupins in anticipation of that new year. 

C.H.

I have been considering lupins, as you 
do! 

I have a friend (why are you look-
ing surprised?) in London who has 
a lovely apartment that’s three floors 
up with a small balcony. We chat most 
days and recently she brought a plant 
in the better class of supermarket on 
her once-a-week dash to the shops. It’s 
a lupin, and she brought a special pot 
and compost and nurtured it on this 
balcony, making a wind guard when it 
got a bit blowy. She posted a picture on 
her Facebook page of it in flower and 
she is beyond delighted at this flower. 
It is she says a reminder of nature and 
the fact the summer is here, and she 
even has the odd bee visit. She, during 
these strange times, has been taking 
her allotted hour long walk each day, 
but that hardly gets her to the park, 

Nature’s Diary
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Mental Health Awareness Week

As part of Mental Health awareness week 
with a focus on kindness, EP3-4 painted 
some kind messages and pictures on stones 
to leave around their local area. We hope 
that if anyone finds them out on their daily 
walk, that it’ll bring a smile to their face. Here 
is Liam Maclennan EP3 showing his lovely art-
work.

EP6–7 Winners 
of Western 
Isles Sumdog 
Competition

EP6–7 finished 
first out of 26 class-
es from around 
the Western Isles 
in the Sumdog 

maths competition held in May. Out of 494 pupil partici-
pants, James Vaines EP6 finished in second place, Cerys 
Maciver EP6 finished third, Jess Muir EP7 came fourth 
and Cara Macritchie EP6 was sixth. Well done EP6–7!

Sgoil a’ Bhac

 Liam Maclennan

Isla and her brother
made some bird feeders

30 Days W
ild

EP1/2 Lockdown News
We took part in a Sumdog contest with 53 other classes throughout the Western Isles. We came second and received a Head 
Teacher Award and a special video message from Miss Maclean for our efforts. Some boys and girls in our class were in the 
top 20 players!  

Our class has also been taking part in ’30 Days Wild’—a challenge set by The Wildlife Trust.  Here are some of the varied 
activities we’ve completed!

Mar phàirt de Go Wild June chaidh iarraidh air a ’chlann ann an GP1/2 nàdar Mandala a dhèanamh agus chruthaich iad 
cuid de phàtranan breagha.  Seo dà eisimpleir air an cruthachadh le Sarah Mhoireasdan GP2 agus Emma NicLeòid GP1.

 Liam Maclennan

Lucy made her own rock pool 

Levi did P.E. 
outside

EP6-7 Sumdog winners 
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30 Days W
ild

Marsaili  
snapped blue 

photos 

 Conall is busy observing caterpillars 
feeding

Annie took  
responsibility 

for some straw-
berries

Bethany  
visited her 

shen's airidh

Ronan made a
 nature mandala

Joshua made a home for Joshua made a home for 
hedgehoghedgehog

Liam made a bug hotel!

Calum made a bug hotelCalum made a bug hotel

Olivia has 
been busy 

planting 
flowers

Daniel 
searched for 

magnetic 
things in his 

garden
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Tong School
Farewell to Miss Flett

After thirty-five years of dedicated service to our 
local education authority, Miss Flett has decided 
to lay down her chalk and retire from teaching. 
During the course of her teaching career, Miss 
Flett has worked in Knock School, Balivanich 
School, Stornoway Primary, Bayble School and 
Sandwickhill School. She finally made it to the 
right side of Broad Bay in 2012 and has been a 
loyal member of staff at Tong School for eight 
years. Pupils, parents, and staff will miss her ded-
ication, expertise, and irrepressible sense of fun, 
and we send our warmest wishes to Miss Flett 
for a happy, healthy, and well-earned retirement.

Congratulations, Daniel

Daniel France, P6, was awarded first place in 
a competition to design a flag for the Western 
Isles (see p.4). Daniel's eye-catching design 
impressed the judges in the P6/7 category. Well 
done, Daniel. Dad knows where to get some 
design help if he is stuck at work!

Lockdown Learning

We have included a variety of photos to 
show some of the skills pupils have been 
developing at home. Many of the photos 
show outdoor learning and were taken dur-
ing our Eco Week. A parent commented that 
it was hard to find litter as the children had 
been so busy. Well done to all. 

Au Revoir, Mathilde 

We were delighted to have Mathilde 
Forgerit, a French language assistant, work-
ing with our pupils on a weekly basis. 
The pupils and staff thoroughly enjoyed 
learning with Mathilde and were inspired 
by her energy, enthusiasm, and kind-
ness. Although we missed the final term 

of this unique opportunity due to cur-
rent circumstances, weekly online les-
sons were much appreciated. Mathilde 
is now home with her family in France, 
but we hope she has fond memories of 
her island experience. We are thank-
ful to Mathilde for teaching us more 
about French language and culture. 

A recycled bird feeder made by 
 Robyn and Aria 

 Farewell to Miss Flett
 Connor creating a character

Tha dreach na h-aois air m’ aodann
’S tha mo chorp ag innse sgeul
Bho thòisich mi air home-schooling
Ri linn Covid naoi-deug
Bha làithean ann bha furasta
Làithean eile sileadh dheòir
Eadar Vscene is SeeSaw
Dh’fhoghlam sinn gu leòr.

Fhuair sinn measgachadh de leasanan
dhan a h-uile seòrs
àireamhan is litreachas, sgamhain, 
bodhaig agus còir
Dèanamaid Dihaoine
toirt thugainn eacarsaich gu leòr

Bha eadhon àm a’ Mhòid againn
Le ceòl is seinn gu leòr.

Co chualas riamh seanmhair
dol chun na Olympics dhan a’ Ghrèig
Tha mo cheann an-diugh na bhrochan
Feuchainn cuimhneachadh air gach rèis
nam shuidh an seo a’ turaban
le mascot ann an sèithear.

Ach tha làithean-saor a’ feitheamh oirnn
Is gheibh ar n-eanchainn fois
A’ chlann is fiamh a’ ghàir’ orra
Is osan mòr na chois
gun ‘shurvivig’ granaidh

an deuchainn gun a seo.

Ma tha fios agaibh air bodach
Le beagan foghlaim na a cheann
Stiùir e gun an seòladh seo
Ged bhiodh a chasan crom
Ma tha e deònach mo chuideachadh
Nuair bhios an t-eallach trom.

Mo thaing gun a luchd teagaisg
a fhuair an tàlant seo bho thùs
Tha sinn gu mòr nur comainn
oir cha dèanadh sinn a chùis
gun ar stiùireadh anns na làithean seo
a thàinig oirnn gun dùil.

This poem was written by Dolina Morrison, 82 Coll, who wrote it after homeschooling her grandchildren Samuel 
and Thomas Cunningham. It is very apt for those who have also been homeschooling.

B
ar

da
ch

d
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 Kaden is keeping Tong clean!

Miss Munro 
showing 
Mathilde around 
our island

 James tending to his vegetable patch

 Family gardening

Douglas made a terrific model of Big Ben 

 Two sets of sisters exploring at the beach...
from a social distance!

Lockdow
nBusy 

in
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First Gress Graduate
The first person from the village of Gress ever to graduate has done so, appropriately enough with first-class honours, 
in Latin-Celtic at Aberdeen University. He is Murdo Macleod, 12 Gress, son of Mr and Mrs Angus Macleod (Aonghas 
Khenny). Murdo was dux of the Nicolson Institute in 1946, and was President of the Aberdeen University Celtic Society 
last year. His many friends will be delighted to hear of his success.

Back in Time July 1950

Summer graduations in 2020 may be either on 
hold or virtual affairs due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, but this year also marks a significant 
graduation anniversary for one family from the 
district. Seventy years ago this summer, in July 
1950, the achievement of a young man from 
Gress merited a sole item under Gress news in 
the Stornoway Gazette (reprinted verbatim in 
this month’s Back in Time above).

Murdo, known in Gress as Murdigan, was born 
on 10 August 1929, the third of five siblings. 
Kenny, John George, Murdo, Chrissie and Angie 
were brought up in a house built by Aonghas 
Khenny on the croft at no. 12. Gress was a new 
village of young families and Murdo could 
remember, as a boy, counting up to sixty chil-
dren walking from the village to Back School. 
Parents in Gress campaigned for their own 
school and when this request was turned down 
they kept their children at home for a time, 
refusing to send them to school in Back. Murdo 
had a clear memory of the day men came and 
officially measured the distance from Gress to 

Back School with iron chains. It 
turned out to be just short of the 
required three miles! This happened 
before Murdo went to school and he 
recalled how these parents became 
known as the Grecians!

Because of the distance issue, Gress 
children, in general, didn’t go to 
school until the age of 6. Murdo 
arrived at Back School aged five 
and a half with two English words 
in his vocabulary: yes and no. That 
and the ability to count to 100, 
although he had no idea what any 
of it meant! It was clear from an 
early age, however, that Murdo 
was academically gifted and he 
progressed with ease from Back 
School to the Nicolson Institute 
and on to Aberdeen University.

In Aberdeen he shared lodg-
ings with fellow students and 
Leòdhasaich Calum Macleod from 
Bayble, who sadly passed away 
recently at his home in Bridge of 
Allan, and the poet and novel-
ist Iain Crichton Smith; the three 
men had a lifelong friendship. Iain 
recalled their student days in this lovely poem Tha Cuimhn’ a’m Oirbh which 
was first published in Gairm (summer 1998) and also in the collection Iain Mac a’ 
Ghobhainn: A’ Bhàrdachd Ghàidhlig by Moray Watson (Acair, 2013).

Family at 12 Gress, 1936 
From left to right: John George, Kenny, 

Murdo and, in front, Chrissie.

First Gress Graduate: A Closer Look

Murdo with his father on his graduation from Aberdeen 
University,1950

 Family at 12 Gress, mid-50s
Back row from left: mother Mary, Murdo, John George, father Angus and Kenny.
Front row: Agnes (a cousin from Detroit), and Chrissie.

Tha cuimhn’ a’m oirbh,
a Mhurchaidh ’s a Chaluim,

anns an oilthigh mhòr còmhla,
sinn a’ coiseachd air na sràidean

aig meadhan-oidhche
’s a’ ghealach a’ seòladh seachad.

Gliong aig ar brògan air an rathad.
O, cha robh ann ach an òige,

cha robh aois neo pian ann fhathast
anns a’ bhaile chruaidh ghrinn ud

far an canadh a’ bhean-taighe,
“Youse students with all the money” -
is sinn a’ gaireachdainn ’s ag èisteachd 

ri Edmundo Ros air an rèidio.
Nach e an tìm ud a tha maireann
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ged a tha sinn a-nise maol: ’s tha cabhaig

air na cuibhleachean air an rathad.     
Ach innis dhomh dè a thachair 
don triùir bhalach òirdheirc ud

a bhitheadh nan suidhe anns a’ chafe
ag òl cofaidh ’s a’ deasbad.

O, am measg na Gàidhlig agus na Laidinn,
càit na theich sibh, a thriùir bhalach?
Tha mi cluinntinn gliong bhur brògan

an Obar Dheathain air Disathairn.

After graduating with an M.A. First Class Honours from 
Aberdeen University, Murdo went on to gain a place at 
Cambridge University’s Emmanuel College and left there 
with another First, this time a B.A. in Celtic, Old English 
Literature and Old Norse. It was a rarity for a crofter’s son 
to go to any of the Oxbridge colleges. However, there were a 
number of other Gaels who also went to Emmanuel College: 
Professor Derick Thomson, John Bannerman, Professor Donald 
MacAulay, Kenneth MacDonald, John MacDonald, and 
Professor Donald Meek who, I understand, was the last Gael to 
take up a place at Emmanuel College.

After Cambridge, as with all young men at the time, a spell in 
National Service awaited. Murdo was persuaded to apply for a 
commission and duly attended an Admiralty interview board.  
His academic achievements impressed his inquisitors and all was 
going well until, near the end, he was asked what line of business 
his father was in. Never ashamed of where he came from, Murdo 
answered truthfully: ‘Crofter and general labourer’. The next 
thing he knew, as he related himself, he was scrubbing the flight 
deck on an aircraft carrier.  In truth, he was almost certainly hap-
pier below decks than he would ever have been in the war room. 

Following National Service in the Navy he completed his teacher 
training in Aberdeen. A period lecturing at Queen’s University 
in Belfast, however, established that academia was not really to 
Murdo’s liking. He hankered after teaching of a more fundamen-
tal kind and his first teaching post in 1955 was in Barra where he 
taught Gaelic and Latin. There friendships were formed that lasted 
a lifetime and, professionally, he remembered his time in Barra as 
the happiest time of his career. 

In 1959 he became the Gaelic Adviser for schools in Inverness-shire, 
and from 1970 until his retirement in 1989 he was Her Majesty’s 
Inspector of Schools with responsibility for Gaelic across the 
whole of Scotland. It was that role that gave him the soubriquet, 
Murchadh HMI, by which he was known far and wide. And travel 
widely across Scotland he did, often spending long periods away 
from his home and family in Inverness. He and Catherine Fraser, 
born in Uist and brought up in Skye, were married in April 1963 
and raised their two sons, Alasdair and Angus, as Gaelic speakers.

A generation of children (and their teachers) remember waiting 
in trepidation for the visit of ‘The Inspector’ and then finding 
themselves charmed by Murdo’s easy manner and obvious pas-
sion for their work. For many children in island communities in 
the 1960s and 1970s, Làithean Geala, a book of stories and lessons 
written by Murdo, was a mainstay of the primary school Gaelic 
curriculum. Although the way of life described in the book is far 
removed from the lives of young Gaelic speakers in Scotland now, 
there is much to be learned from it in terms of grammar and idi-
omatic Gaelic. Seumas Beag was another of his lesson books that 
was widely used in primary schools. 

Retirement, for Murdo, was such only in name. His days were as 
busy as ever; the Gaelic Society of Inverness and the International 
Celtic Congress were among the organisations that benefited from 
his efforts. He was Honorary Librarian of the former for 18 years, 
and the latter took him and Catherine on many occasions to the other 
Celtic countries, where more friendships were forged among kindred 
spirits. He also collected and edited a series of traditional short stories 
for children, Am Bloigh Beag le Beannachd agus Sgeulachdan Eile.

In 2008, Murdo spoke about his life and work in a series of inter-
views with me for BBC Radio nan Gàidheal. It was an unusual 

situation in that not only was I interviewing Murchadh HMI, 
but I was also interviewing my father-in-law and learning things 
about him of which I was unaware up until then. He didn’t tell 
me that he had been the first graduate from Gress and it was only 
recently when the cutting from the Gazette in 1950 was brought to 
my attention that I realised that. It was news also to Alasdair, my 
husband. Maybe Murdo didn’t think his achievement was impor-
tant, though I doubt that. I suspect he simply didn’t want to blow 
his own trumpet. That was the modest nature of the man I knew. 
He didn’t pursue honours but when, in 2009, Sabhal Mòr Ostaig 
bestowed on him the accolade of Sàr Ghàidheal in recognition of 
his life’s work in Gaelic education he was delighted and honoured 
to accept it.

In the seventy years since Murdo graduated there have been 
numerous graduates from Gress as higher and further education 
became more accessible for pupils leaving secondary school. No 
one delighted more in that than Murdo himself, whose whole 
career was dedicated to education, particularly to Gaelic edu-
cation. The success of Gaelic medium education today can be 
claimed by many people and many authorities; in my own view 
it owes much to the early groundwork done by Murdo and oth-
ers, supported by teachers, who fought many battles with the 
establishment in Edinburgh to secure the support and develop-
ment of Gaelic education. He was later delighted to see his own 
grandchildren join the hundreds who have followed the path into 
Gaelic medium schools, and his eldest granddaughter, Katy, is a 
Gaelic medium teacher in Glasgow.

Murdo’s earliest memory was of sitting in a creel that his mother, 
Mary, was carrying on her back while working away in the peats. 
He could remember very clearly how the creel felt as he grasped 
it with his fingers. It’s an image that makes me smile as does a 
photograph of Murdo we have on our sideboard, taken almost 
eighty years later, in which he is sitting on a beach in South Uist, 
beaming at the camera.  He always had a ready smile. 

Murdo passed away in Inverness on 10 March 2013 following a stroke 
two years earlier. 

His sister Chrissie lives in Tong and surviving brother Angie has 
his home in Tain. The family warmly welcomes the opportunity to 
mark Murdo’s distinction as Gress’s first graduate in Loch a Tuath 
News, of which he was a regular reader, for Gress and its people 
remained forever close to his heart.  

Catriona Macleod

Pictured is the 
wedding 

photo of Etta 
Anne Murray 
(Oighrig Anna 

Ailig Ruairidh), 
9 Back, and 

John Murdo 
MacMillan, 

Shader, Point. 
The couple 

was married in 
Glasgow on 4 

July 1950. 

Back in 
Time 
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are closed except for takeaway and ‘curb side pick-up’, and home-delivery slots 
are impossible to come by. Like most people, we’re staying at home, only going 
out for essentials and our daily walk. In a built-up urban area, though, social dis-
tancing is easier said than done—especially when the greater New York City area, 
which includes our neighbourhood, has over 20 million residents. 

I wasn’t even meant to be in New York this spring, but, unsurprisingly, my long-
awaited visit home to Lewis had to be cancelled. Spring is one of my favourite 
seasons at home, and I’m sad to have missed watching the lambs play in the 
crofts, admiring the gorse by the side of the road, and enjoying the lighter, longer 
nights. It’s my favourite season here, too, a brief respite between the freezing cold 
of winter and the humid heat of summer. I didn’t leave the flat for a few weeks 
when lockdown was first announced, but when I did finally venture outside—
armed with a cloth face mask and hand sanitizer—I was lucky to catch the cherry 
blossom trees in full bloom, and spot the birds hopping and chirping in the trees.

Aside from finding a new lockdown hobby in birdwatching, for us lockdown has 
mostly revolved around food: the effort of buying it in a climate of panic buying 
and social distancing; cleaning the packaging down with disinfectant wipes when 
the food comes into the flat; and finally, looking forward to eating it—the highlight 
of the day when everything else is so vague and uncertain!

Food is one thing (aside from family and friends, of course) that I miss the most 
living away from home, food like black pudding, fish and chips, and sausage 
rolls. Even my dreams during lockdown revolve around food, and more than once 
they’ve featured incredibly life-like visions of going shopping in the Stornoway 
Tesco for a plain Stag loaf. (I woke up very disappointed!)

I’ve even attempted some lockdown baking over the past few weeks, to make up 
for the fact I didn’t make it to Delights in Stornoway for my coffee and cake last 
month as planned. While I have enough self-awareness to know I don’t have the 
baking skills to replicate their Victoria sponge cake, I did attempt to recreate one of 
their tray bakes with American ingredients. The finished result calmed my sweet 
cravings, but the tray bake didn’t quite live up to Delights’ standards.

Lockdown is now slowly being eased across most of the USA, but we still don’t 
know when things will go back to ‘normal’ here, or when we’ll get back to 
Scotland. The last day I was at home was almost a year ago now, and I spent it 
walking on Garry Beach—it was the only day of sunshine we had all week, so we 
had to make the most of it! And I’m hoping it won’t be too long until we can do 
that together again.

You can follow Katie’s travel exploits (when things get back to normal!) on her award-
winning travel blog Stories My Suitcase Could Tell at storiesmysuitcasecouldtell.com 
and keep up to date with her on Twitter (@
KatieMacL) and Facebook (https://www.
facebook.com/storiesmysuitcasecouldtell).

I’m a Rubhach who grew up with a 
view of Bayble Island, but—a bit like 
the man in charge of the country I now 
live in—I’ve got family connections to 
the other side of Broad Bay: my pater-
nal grandmother, Jean (Sine) Macleod 
(only daughter of Coinneach an Sine and 
Annie Bheag na Drochaid), was from 1 
Broadbay View, Vatisker.

For the last five-and-a-half years, 
though, I’ve lived in the USA, just across 
the Hudson River from Manhattan. 
By day I work in book publishing at 
Penguin Random House, in a 24-storey 
office near Central Park, and by night I 
work as a journalist and run my travel 
blog, Stories My Suitcase Could Tell. 

But this year of living abroad has been 
a bit different to all the rest, thanks to 
the coronavirus pandemic. My hus-
band, Spencer, and I live on the border 
between New York and New Jersey, so 
our lockdown lives are affected by the 
actions of both states. 

The 24-storey building I usually work 
in has been closed for 
many weeks, and eve-
ryone is working from 
home. In our neighbour-
hood, a curfew has been 
in place since the mid-
dle of March, banning 
movement between the 
hours of 10pm and 5am, 
but other than that we 
are free to go about as 
we please, with the rec-
ommendation that eve-
ryone stays 6ft apart and 
wears a mask. 

Shops and restaurants 

Stories My Suitcase Could Tell: A Letter from Afar
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(1) 1750 James Dorret 

The earliest map is that produced by James Dorret in 1750. As it 
was a general map of ‘Scotland and islands thereto belonging’, it 
is not surprising that it shows almost no detail of the area. It is 
possible to make out the shape of Coll Beach, while the only name 
shown is ‘Broad Loch’.

(2) 1807 Aaron Arrowsmith 

Aaron Arrowsmith’s map dates from 1807. Like the earlier one, 
it is a general map of the British Isles. Little detail is shown, 
although it is 

possible to recognise the beach and the loch. Upper Coll is not men-
tioned, although Coll and Vatisker, both mis-spelled, are marked. 

(3) c1850 OS six inch to one mile 

The first large-scale maps produced by the Ordnance Survey 
appeared in the 1850s. At a scale of six inches to a mile it shows a 

considerable amount 
of detail of Upper 
Coll, which is given 
both its English and 
Gaelic names. The 
outline of the buildings of Coll Farm are shown in some detail, as are 
the field boundaries surrounding it. There are no bridges over the 
two rivers, the crossings being marked as ‘ford’. There appears to be 
two tracks across the machair, one leading specifically to the farm. 
The loch is not marked, although the area is described as ‘liable to 
floods’. 

The present road at Gearraidh Ghuirm (the first word spelt with one 
‘r’) exists, but not all the way to Aird Tong, and four ruins are indi-

cated, on the opposite side of the road to the present buildings.

(4) 1902 OS one inch to one mile
At a smaller scale than the previous map, it is obvious that less detail 
will be shown. The shape of the land is shown by hachures, while there 
is a simple representation of the loch. It would appear that bridges have 
now been built over the two rivers, and there is only one road. While 
some of the names are in English, including the name ‘Coll Banks’, 

Gaelic has been used 
for the rivers. The road 
to Gearraidh Ghuirm, 
shown on the earlier 
map, is not on this map.

(5) 1912 Bartholomew 
Survey Atlas 1912
This map is at a scale of 
two miles to one inch, 
and therefore shows less detail. There is an interesting mixture of Gaelic 
and English names. There would seem to be two roads leading to Coll 
farm, not shown on any other maps. Another feature that is not represent-
ed on any other maps is the school at what would be Gearraidh Ghuirm.

A number of maps of Scotland were recently made available online. They date from 1750 to 1961. Looking at them in chrono-
logical order it is possible to see both the changes in our area and also the different ways in which the maps showed our 
townships. In a new occasional series, Colin Tucker will take us through the various villages. In this article, we will see how 
Upper Coll has been represented on maps through the years.

Upper Coll Geography Over the Years

(1)(1)

(2)

(3)

(5)

(4)
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(6) 1913 OS six inch to one mile 

While this map is very similar to the one produced in the 1850s, 
there are a number of differences. The individual boundaries 
of the farm land are clearly shown, some of which can still be 
seen on the ground today. The loch has been more accurately 
portrayed. The road at the point where it crosses the Angus 
River would seem to have been recently re-aligned to its route 
up until the present bridge was built while the old road north of 
the bridge is would appear to have declined in status to a foot-
path. The branch road at Gearraidh Ghuirm is recorded, and it 
looks as though what were ruins in 1850 have now deteriorated 
even further.

(7) 1921 OS quarter inch (four miles to one inch)

This map is at a smaller scale, and therefore shows less detail. However, 
although Coll, Back, and Vatisker are all named, and there is some detail 
of houses and roads in these places, Upper Coll or Coll Farm does not 
appear. 

(8) 1923 OS half inch to one 
mile

Produced soon after the farm 
was divided into crofts, this 

map, unfortunately, shows no detail. The farm is simply represented by 
a black rectangle. Possibly, the map was produced before the creation 
of crofts.

(9) 1926-35 Bartholomew 
half inch to one mile

This map is very similar to Bartholomew’s 1912 map (5), with layer 
colouring to show height, but little in the way of detail. The road at 
Gearraidh Ghuirm appears to be little more than a footpath, while no 
roads are shown at Upper Coll.

(10) 1932 OS one inch to 
one mile

This is the earliest map 
produced after the village of Upper Coll was created. Although at a 
fairly small scale, it the road pattern, as it was then, with only one road 
leading to the upper road. All the buildings on that road are below 
what looks like a track. Two peat roads lead off at the western end, 
and the track to Tigh Gone is shown. At Gearraidh Ghuirm the two 
side roads which exist today are both shown, although not all the croft 
houses are marked; perhaps they had not all been built when the area 
was surveyed.

(continued on p.21)

(6)

(7)(7)

(8)(8)

(9)(9)

(10)(10)
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21

(11) Land Utilisation Survey 1931-35

Using the same base as map (9) this map shows the land use of Upper 
Coll. The recording of land-use of the whole of the British Isles was car-
ried out by volunteers, particularly schoolchildren and students. The 
example here would appear to have been coloured by hand, but printed 
editions were also produced. Standardised colours were used: meadow 
and permanent grass (light green), arable land including rotation grass 
(brown), and heathland and moorland or rough hill pasture (yellow). It 
is easy to pick out the croft land, the coastal machair, and the large area 
of common grazing land.

(12) 1941 GSGS

This is one of a 
series of maps used 

by British land and air forces during the Second World War. They 
were made by the Geographical Section, General Staff. This map 
is clearly based on a pre-1922 map, probably that produced in 
1913, as only Coll farm with its fields are shown.

(13) 1945 OS 
one inch to 
one mile 

This map is 
identical to 
the one issued 
in 1932. This 
is not surprising as it would have been most unlikely that any 
detailed surveying and revision would have been carried out dur-
ing the years of the Second World War.

(14) 1944-69 OS 
1:1,250 (two and a 
half inches to one 
mile)

Only parts of 
Scotland were covered by this survey: in Lewis, Loch a’ Tuath, Point, 
and Stornoway are the only areas covered. This explains why not all 
the moorland is shown. The map shows that there has not been a great 
deal of change in the fifty or sixty years since it was made. The old 
bridge and the bend in the road at the Angus River are no longer there, 
while the road between there and the Raiders’ Monument is now the 
track across the machair, relaced by the new road. The individual crofts 
are still the same, but some old buildings have gone, and there are 
plenty new ones. The road from Gearraidh Ghuirm to Aird Tong has 

not been built. 
And, of course, 
there is no 
Sports Centre, 
Renault Garage, 
or new road with its string of houses behind the latter.

(15) 1955-61 OS one inch to one mile 7th series

The familiar one-inch map was brought up to date in the late 
1950s. Typeset rather than hand lettering creates a much tidier 
looking map than the previous edition, but on closer inspection 
there is not a great deal of difference between the two.

If you want to see what Upper Coll looks like on a map today, 
then buy the latest 1:50000 Landranger or 1:25000 Explorer 
Ordnance Survey maps.

(12)

(13)(13)

(14)

(15)(15)

(11)(11)
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We caught up with Alasdair White, currently 
living in the Bronx, the northernmost of the 
five boroughs that make up the city of New 
York. Alasdair is the son of Donald and June 
White, Springside, Aird Tong.

ED: Tell us a bit about your musical 
career so far.  

AW: I have been fortunate enough to 
have been a professional musician for 
almost nineteen years. I primarily play 
traditional Scottish and Irish music, with 
a couple of other genres thrown in as and 
when required. It’s true that music is an 
art, but in order to be a versatile profes-
sional musician you have to treat it as 
something of a craft, too. 

I got my start with Battlefield Band in 
2001 and I am still nominally a member, 
although we have been taking a break 
to work on other things for the past two 
or three years. Since then, I’ve played 
with numerous other bands, artists and 
one-off projects. I see the music I play 
as coming from two main influences or 
sources: the musical traditions of home 
and the music scene in the three cit-
ies in which I’ve lived my adult life, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, and New York.

ED: What opportunities has been a musi-
cian opened you up to?

AW: The single biggest thing would 
have to be travel. I’ve managed to ply 
my trade in countries and regions that 
many people don’t have the chance to 
travel to. I think that travel is one of the 
most valuable opportunities that can be 
offered to you. Exposure to anything 
foreign or different—be it culture, way of 
life, or food—can have a really positive 
impact on one’s own values. Visiting dif-
ferent countries from a young age really 
changed my whole outlook on life.

More specifically, seeing how audiences 
around the world respond to traditional 
music from our part of the world con-
tinually reminds me of its worth and 
relevance. 

ED: What have been your highlights over 
the years/biggest achievements?

AW: I can’t really think of any specific 
highlights (apart from singing ‘Maggie 
Ann of Clachnabrochan’ to Cyndi Lauper 
at her birthday party in Glasgow—sadly 
I didn’t manage to do it while springing 

out of a giant cake!). There have 
been some really special gigs 
at HebCelt, including perform-
ing my own commission in 2015, 
and playing with my old band, 
Face the West in 2009. Apart 
from that I’ve had a handful 
of moderately high-profile gigs, 
but the more meaningful memo-
ries too numerous to mention are 
made up of gigs or tours that fell 
somewhere within the musicians’ 
Venn diagram of fun, financial-
ly worthwhile, and artistically 
rewarding and those things were 
mostly down to the people I was 
with at the time. 

My biggest single achievement, I think, 
is having a reasonably successful career 
as a musician for as long as I have. I’ve 
been very fortunate in the opportunities 
I’ve had, but I’ve also put in a lot of hard 
work over the years and ‘paid my dues’. 
Musically, there’s no place to hide in folk 
and traditional music if you do it well, so 
there’s no faking the fruits of putting in 
the hours.

ED: Do you visit ‘home’ often?

AW: I try to make it back three times 
a year at least. This time of year is my 
favourite, in fact [Alasdair was in touch 
with us at the end of April].

ED: What, if any, impact has the ‘COVID-19 
lockdown’ had on your career as of now?

AW: Were we not in the grip of a pan-
demic, I would have been looking for-
ward to being at home in New York to 
play my three or four regular weekly gigs 
(among others) for a month or two before 
a busy summer of teaching at music 
camps and touring the US with the band, 
Daimh. Unfortunately, like anyone who’s 
self-employed, the COVID-19 situation 
means all that and my work for the rest 
of the year has gone to the wall some-
what. Live performance is my primary 
source of income and while that is not 
going to come back any time soon (nor 
should it), I have to make sure I’m still 
‘match fit’ and musically relevant. Like 
most of my musician friends, I’ve been 
trying to use this extra time in a positive 
way by writing some music, practising, 
and trying to make sense of what a career 
in music could look like after we come 
out of all this.

ED: What’s next for Alasdair White?

AW: At a time like this pursuing your 
interests and what moves you is of para-
mount importance. I’ve been listening to 
a lot more music of late than I have in 
years and it feels like that’s really recharg-
ing my batteries. Cooking is another seri-
ous hobby of mine and I’ve included an 
easy oatmeal chocolate chip cookie recipe 
from a friend of mine Cara Frankowicz. 
Cara and her flatmates have been run-
ning a virtual session on Facebook every 
Saturday and it’s a great example of what 
people are doing to maintain the close 
social connection that music has brought 
into the life of every musician.

In addition to Zoom lessons, ongoing pro-
jects include revisiting the ‘Yesterday’s 
Tune’ series on my Facebook music page, 
working on recording some of the tunes 
from my perennially imminent music 
book, and developing a solo gig for a 
couple of different online platforms. All 
the New York musicians, including my 
wife and me, are now working through a 
great online resource called tunesupply.
com, which offers videos, lessons, and 
recordings to order. It’s a great way for 
people to support their favourite musi-
cians in addition to buying CDs and tip-
ping for online performances.

ED: Anything else you would like to 
make people aware of?

AW: Myself and Mike Katz from 
Battlefield Band have a new recording 
out called ‘Best Sets’ and we’re very 
pleased with it. Straight ahead fiddle 
and pipes all the way with some of our 
favourite tunes. It’s available to down-
load or order through Bandcamp.com

Musical Maestros
With the cancellation of all gigs, festivals and concerts, over the last couple of months we have been in touch with various local musicians to find 
out how they are coping during the COVID-19 lockdown, as well as catching up with them about their ongoing projects. We also hear from the 
multi-talented Martin family from Tong about their new CD, STOIRM, on p. 29.

Alasdair White



24

James has made regular appearances in LATN over the years, 
mostly for winning prestigious piping competitions. He has 
now forged himself a very successful musical career. Let’s find 
out more…

My name is James Duncan Mackenzie and I was brought 
up in Back, near the Gress bridge. My parents, Boyd and 
Barbara, still live there. I currently live in Glasgow and 
I’ve been living here since 2007, when I started university.

I started playing chanter when I was around 8 years old. 
I initially learned from Pipe Major Nick Gordon, who 
was one of the island's two piping instructors at the time, 
and my parents used to drive me over to his house in 
Barvas on Monday nights for lessons. A few years later 
I started lessons a little closer to home from Pipe Major 
Iain Murdo Morrison just up the road in Back. In recent 
years, I have started going back to see Iain for lessons and 
have been influenced greatly by his musical playing style 
and teaching.

After leaving school, I studied music at UHI, Benbecula 
College, and learned lots about playing with other musi-
cians as prior to that I was fully focused on solo piping. 
After living in Uist for a year, I moved to Glasgow to 
start further music studies at the Royal Scottish Academy 
of Music and Drama, now the Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland (RCS). I studied there for four years and had 
many great tutors. I also played with the grade one 
Scottish Power pipe band for two years, which was great 
experience. 

Around the same time as finishing university, I joined 
a professional folk band called Breabach. The band had 
started up a few years before I joined and I was asked 
to join to replace one of the original members, who was 
unable to be out on the road touring so much as he 
was recently married with young children and wanted 

to spend more time at home. The band has afforded me many fantastic 
touring opportunities over the last 10 years or so, having played concerts 
and tours all around the world: Australia, New Zealand, Canada, and all 
around Europe—we have even played festivals in South Korea on a couple 
of occasions. 

In recent years, I’ve become a part-time instrumental tutor for both UHI 
and RCS. I have also released a couple of solo albums over the years. The 
first is self-titled and was released in 2013. The album launch gig was part 
of the HebCelt festival and took place over in Breasclete Hall. My second 
album, Sròmos, was released in 2018 and I took the name and inspiration 
from a village in Lochs that was cleared in the nineteenth century to priori-
tise land for sheep farming and deer forests. Both my solo albums have a 
few guest musicians, including Alasdair White, on fiddle. I’ve played gigs 
with Alasdair on several occasions over the years and it’s always a pleas-
ure to play with him as he plays fiddle in a very unique, almost pipe-like, 
style including all the grace notes and embellishments you would expect a 
piper to use. Alasdair has toured for many years with Battlefield Band. His 
mother, June, was actually one of my PE teachers in Sgoil a’Bhac!

Music has really opened up many doors to me over the years. Firstly, it has 
offered me a travel ticket all over the world. I think I have played concerts 
or gigs in around 30 different countries so far. You really get a sense of 
each place you play by getting to meet some amazing people who not only 
welcome you, but also want to make sure you experience their unique 
cultures and traditions, whether it be through local music or food and 
drink, or simply getting to meet some real local characters! It’s also worth 
mentioning how many of the Lewis diaspora you meet all over the world!

I’ve been very fortunate to have had many great trips over the years and 
it’s difficult to pick out highlights. I played with my solo project at a large 
world music festival in Brazil, called MIMO. It was a fantastic experience 
and I would really like to go back as it was quite a short trip as there were 
more gigs to get home for. 

I played at the Woodford folk festival in December 2013 to bring in the 
New Year 2014. A Hogmanay gig with a twist! Woodford is relatively near 
Brisbane, Australia. I was actually home in Lewis for Christmas that year 
and flew down to Glasgow on 27 December and then onward to Australia. 
I arrived in Australia still wearing the woolly jumper that my mother had 
kindly knitted me as a Christmas present. I soon realised that the jumper 
would remain in the suitcase for the rest of the trip as temperatures were 
around 45 degrees! 

Also in 2014 as part of the Commonwealth Games, Breabach was musi-
cal curator of a project called Boomerang. It was an international project 
that involved musicians, singers, and dancers from indigenous cultures 
in Australia and New Zealand. It was an amazing experience performing 
at festivals across Australia and New Zealand in a large 20-piece band, as 
well as playing on home turf, at both Glasgow Green and HebCelt. It was 
great showing them around the island and they stayed at the Gearannan 
blackhouses. There was even an impromptu Haka during Breabach’s 

James Duncan Mackenzie

Now…here’s Cara’s easy cookie recipe:

Ingredients
55g unsalted butter

1 & 1/4 tsp baking soda

170g sugar

150g light brown sugar

270g porridge oats

170g roughly chopped good chocolate

2 large eggs

55g chopped nuts (pecans or walnuts are nice)

1 tsp vanilla extract

240g peanut butter 

Method
1. Preheat the oven to 180°C.

2. In a large bowl, combine the sugars and butter and beat until 
smooth. 

2. Add eggs, vanilla, and baking soda, and mix well. 

3. Then, mix in the peanut butter. Finally, stir in the oats, chocolate 
chips, and nuts. 

4. To bake, place tablespoons of the mixture about 2 inches apart 
on a greased baking tray and bake for 12–14 minutes.

5.  Allow to cool and firm slightly on the baking tray before mov-
ing carefully to a wire cooling rack.

Tip: To freeze, scoop tablespoons of mixture onto a baking tray 
and chill for an hour. Place dough balls in a Ziplock bag and 
freeze. Bake from frozen for 15–16 minutes at 180°C.
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While not technically a Bacach, Jane attend-
ed primary school at Sgoil a’Bhac, where 
her mother (Mrs Hepburn) was a teacher. 
Jane combines working at the Harris Tweed 
Authority with her successful music career. 
Here, Jane tells us a little bit about herself and 
her music.

I have played the fiddle since I was around 
8 years old. I played in Sgoil a’Bhac folk 
groups at the Mòd, fiddle solo competi-
tions, and was part of the very first fid-
dle group that Sgoil a’Bhac put forward 
to, and came first in, the Royal National 
Mòd. What got me into playing full time 
was probably joining the very well-known 
local band ‘Face the West’ when I was in 
sixth year. Playing in the band allowed me 
to travel and play at a number of festivals, 
as well as meet a lot of other musicians.

In normal life (i.e. not in ‘lockdown’), I teach 
at least three evenings a week and I play 
gigs most weekends. I’ll often get a musi-
cal project to work on, which sometimes 
means writing pieces, collaborating with 
other musicians, and/or putting together a 
big concert. I like to get stuck into big pro-
jects—guaranteed, there will be a few chal-
lenges to overcome, but at the end there’s a 
sense of achievement for everyone involved.

I’ll always be proud of the part I played in 
the Comhairle’s 2019 Iolaire Community 
Remembrance Event. It was a memora-
ble and poignant evening, and it was a 
beautifully put together concert to com-
memorate those who died in the Iolaire 
disaster. I was actually very relieved, after 
a year’s worth of rehearsing, meetings, 
and plannings, that I was able to make 

the concert on Hogmanay, 
as on Christmas Eve I 
gave birth to my daughter 
Florence!

Playing with my best 
friends in Face the West 
has always brought about a 
lot of laughs. We were once 
on the ferry from Tarbert to 
Uig, on our way to play a 
gig in Skye, when I realised 
I’d left my fiddle at home! 
I had to frantically call around all my 
friends in Skye to borrow anything like a 
fiddle for the evening. 

Another time, closer to home, I turned 
up to the Clan McQuarrie hall in Borve 
to play a wedding, set up my fiddle in 
the room behind the hall, and it was only 
when I looked out at the band on stage 
that I realised I was at the wrong venue. 
It was not my band! I was actually sup-
posed to have been at the Borve Hotel. 
Things like that have given us some good 
laughs over the years, although we’ve 
mostly stood by the good old saying 
‘What happens on tour, stays on tour’!

I am currently working on an album, 
which I am really excited about. It’s tak-
ing a while as I’m trying to balance work, 
performing, teaching and being a mum…
but I’ll get there. I had a few really special 
gigs to look forward to this year, which, 
sadly, have been postponed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. However, most of 
the gigs will still take place at a later date, 
and I’m looking forward to next year 
instead, all being well. 

Undoubtedly, the lockdown has had 
a stressful effect on a lot of my musi-
cal friends financially. Personally, I had 
planned out the rest of the financial year 
with my gigs and fiddle classes in mind, 
looking at that extra income to put towards 
building our new house. That said, I’m 
very grateful that musicianship is not my 
sole income and that I have a job on top of 
teaching and gigging. I’ve worked really 
hard at balancing my working life and 
musicianship for years. It’s been a really 
busy juggling act at times, but I’m fortu-
nate that I’ve been able to do it. 

On a more positive note, the lockdown 
has, somewhat surprisingly, provided a 
lot of musicians with the headspace to 
get creative. The #CovidCeilidh hashtag 
on Twitter has been the foundation of 
a new and encouraging community of 
musicians and listeners online. For musi-
cians, it allows us to still share tunes, 
collaborate with others, and tell some 
musical stories to an audience (which is a 
big part of what we miss), and for others 
it’s somewhere to listen to and possibly 
even learn new tunes.

Jane Hepburn Macmillan

gig at Breasclete hall that year, which we weren’t expecting, 
so it was amazing to see how surprised the audience was too! 

Last year, in 2019, I returned to competitive piping and I won the 
silver medal for piobaireachd at the Northern Meeting piping com-
petition in Inverness. It was great to be going back to Iain Morrison 
for lessons in the run up to the competition. It was also 50 years 
since Iain had won the gold medal for piobaireachd at the Northern 
Meeting 1969, so that was a nice connection.

I normally visit home around four times a year: Christmas, Easter, 
HebCelt time and then maybe another visit if I can fit it in! I’ve got 
lots of family and relatives, although some of them are also now 
living on the mainland. My grandfather Willie (Bucach) Macleod is 
now 96 and lives in Stornoway. He’s definitely one of Stornoway’s 
big characters! This year is looking a little different as I’ve no idea 
when I’ll be able to visit home next given the current lockdown. 

When it comes to composing music, I take a lot of inspiration 
from people and places. When it comes to piping there are 
many great Lewis pipers of the past who have had an impact 
on me. Pipe Major Donald Macleod or ‘Wee Donald’, originally 
from Stornoway, would definitely be one of my big inspira-
tions, even although he had passed away before I was even 
born. He wrote so many great tunes and I play them all the 
time. Peter Macleod, who was originally from Uig, was also a 
phenomenal composer, and I play many of his compositions.

At this moment, with the current COVID-19 lockdown, the 
future is difficult to predict for all of us and that’s no different 
for a self-employed musician. Obviously, gigs are on hold for 
the moment and it may be quite some time before gigs and con-
certs will take place again due to the nature of them being large 
gatherings of people in sometimes confined spaces. Essentially, 
this means a large part of my work has vanished. Many musi-
cians are trying to adapt to the circumstances and are being 
resourceful by giving online concerts and teaching via Skype. 

I was due to play at Hebcelt again this year with some other 
Lewis musicians and singers, including Calum Alex Macmillan 
and Norrie Maciver. The project was a commission to come up 
with some new songs and tunes, and also to celebrate the wealth 
of traditional music and song from the island. Hopefully, this 
concert will be able to go ahead next year, so writing some tunes 
for this has been a good focus to have at the moment. I’m also 
trying to write some music for my third solo album, which I'll 
hopefully record at some point this year.

If anyone would like to listen to or buy my CDs they are avail-
able at:

www.jamesduncanmackenzie.bandcamp.com
www.facebook.com/jamesduncanmackenzie
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Community Larders
We are pleased to report that our community larders have been 
getting some use. We have received anonymous comments that 
the boxes are a great help. We have just completed another big 
shop to re-stock them and we are hoping to keep them going for 
at least another few weeks.

Household Survey Results
The Back Community Council has over a number of years suf-
fered from a lack of members and few people standing for elec-
tion or attending meetings, although events such as the Senior 
Citizens’ Dinner are well supported.

This lack of community engagement makes it difficult for the 
Community Council to develop a local plan that meets the needs 
and aspirations of the community. For this reason, the Community 
Council decided to carry out a survey and received funding from 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar’s Challenge Fund to do this.

Back Community Council is grateful to the 257 households who 
returned their surveys. This represents 39% of surveys sent out 
and is commensurate with expectations of a postal survey of 
this type. So, a big thank you to all who have contributed to the 
following results.

The Survey
Only one form was returned with clearly invalid numbers in the 
factual information so there is degree of optimism that this sur-
vey does indeed give a snapshot of the makeup of households 
in our area in the spring of 2020. 

The hope is that the first four question about facilities and con-
cerns will have sparked some discussion and that the answers 
we have received will be a consensus of the views in the various 
homes in the area. Hopefully the questions weren’t too contro-
versial and didn’t cause any arguments!

Summary                   
In the first two questions, participants were asked about their 
use of existing local facilities and whether they would be likely 
to use a number of other facilities that exist in other island areas 
and have been brought to the Community Council's attention as 
desirable for our area.

Questions 3 and 4 were about areas of concern locally and more 
globally. Respondents were asked to grade their level of concern 
as none, slight or very. 

From the first question it is notable that only about 12% of peo-
ple in the area use the bus service on a daily basis and yet in the 
comments a number of people expressed the view that buses 
through the villages were important and that the current level 
of service needed to be maintained. One respondent suggested 
that smaller buses should be used to better meet the needs of the 
community and to reduce the impact on the climate.

It would seem that coastal paths and to a lesser extent cycle paths 
would be of benefit to the population resident in Back and would 
certainly be an attraction for tourists to the area. The suggestion 
was made that a local booklet showing walking routes in the area 
would be useful and this might be an idea worth pursuing.

There was a great deal of support for a recycling point, with 40% 
of those who replied saying they would use weekly; however, as 
was pointed out previously what is meant by a recycling point is 
unclear and would need to be clarified before it could be taken 
forward.

The idea of a community garden or polytunnel was not univer-
sally popular, with 45.5% saying they wouldn’t use this facility. 
However, this type of facility is known to have benefits for 
those that use it in terms of alleviating loneliness and leading 
to improvements in mental and physical health. Many people 
in the Back area already have their own garden but this type 
of activity, even though not gaining great favour in the survey, 
might be worth trying for the positive impact it could have on 
those who do use it. 

A number of respondents wanted to see a pub/restaurant or 
takeaway business in the area citing the need to travel into town 
to socialise as a driver for this. The idea of a community café 
received some support, but it was pointed out that we already 
have a café in our area and this deserves support. There was also 
a suggestion of a cultural/ history centre with exhibition space.

When it came to local concerns road safety was a big worry for 
many people, and this was reflected in the comments. Particular 
concern was expressed about the road to and from Brevig 
pier, with some commenting that it is used like a ‘racetrack’.   
However, comments were made about most of the village roads 
and also about the policing of speed limits on the main road 
through the area. This has been highlighted at Community 
Council in the past and a radar speed sign was purchased some 
time ago which has been successful while in use but has, unfor-
tunately, had a number of issues. 

Transport was also an area of concern, but, as previously dis-
cussed, this question is non-specific and makes it difficult to 
understand where most concern lies and this may in fact be 
linked to the issue of road safety.  A number of people remarked 
on the state of the roads and the number and size of potholes. 
Hopefully, this subject can be addressed at a later date.

When asked about more global concern, council budgets were 
by far the biggest concern to most people. This may be linked 
to concerns about road safety and roads. People generally seem 
satisfied with education, which is one area the council spends 
much of its budget on, although mention was made of lack 
of facilities for young people and, in particular, for those with 
mental health issues. 

Coastal erosion was agreed by many as a matter of concern and 
this is an area the Community Council is actively looking at. 
Discussions had taken place with a view to applying for funding 
from the monies made available to local areas from the Crown 
Estate to look into the effects of coastal erosion on the local area 
and this is ongoing at the time of writing.

The second part of the survey was concerned mainly with the 
people of our area, their ages, employment and housing, and 
generally people answered these questions. People were also 

Back Community Council
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asked about their knowledge of the Community Council and 
it was good to see that the vast majority were aware of the 
Community Council and many had attended meetings or events 
organised by the Council. Equally pleasing was the interest 
shown by many who had no previous knowledge but said in 
the comments that they would now make an effort to come to 
events and get involved.

In making a survey there is always a balance to be drawn 
between asking enough questions to get all the information that 
is useful and needed and in asking so many questions that peo-
ple get fed up and fail to complete or return the survey. 

This survey saw 39% returned and most of the questions were 
answered by the majority of participants. There were certainly 
some questions which in hindsight should have been asked. 
No information was gathered about the Gaelic language and 
its use in the community or the value people place on it, which 
would all have been useful for future comparison. Equally, no 
questions were asked about crofting or related activities such as 
peat cutting, which would again have given an insight into how 
much Back is still a traditional community.

That said some useful information was gathered. It would seem 
that in this area most people (38%) live in two-person house-
holds with a fairly large number (27%) living alone. Age ranges 
suggest that while 34.5% of the population are over 60 years 
of age, only 18.5% are aged below 18, figures that would be 
expected in the Islands.

Also expected was the large number of owner-occupied homes, 
with 84% owning their home and only 9% in rented accom-
modation. Sixty-five per cent of homes in the Back area are 
heated by oil, which may be an issue as we go forward looking 
to reduce the carbon footprint and reliance of our homes on 
fossil fuels. Forty-eight per cent of people responding would 
be keen to have energy efficiency advice, which is something 

that a number of local agencies are promoting and supporting.

Future Plans

The purpose of the survey was to help the Community Council 
to develop a local plan and hopefully the information in the 
survey will help us. In the meantime, there are several actions 
which can be taken and progressed while a plan is developed.

From this survey the following would be useful:

1. Event to discuss in small groups transport issues and to 
include a panel discussion with Police and Council representa-
tives to look at measures to improve road safety and any issues 
around transport.

2. Invite Tighean Innse Gall and/or Carbon Literacy programme 
to come to area with exhibition event to allow people to seek 
energy efficiency advice.

3. Continue to explore coastal erosion issues.

It should be noted that since the surveys were sent out, the 
Island in common with the rest of the country has been hit by 
coronavirus. At this point it is not possible to say when events, 
meetings or other gatherings will take place so the above ideas 
are dependent to some extent on decisions taken far from us.

It had been hoped to hold an event to present this survey and as 
a way of thanking all those who took the time to complete the 
surveys but in the current times it does not seem that this will 
be possible in the short term.  Other ways of disseminating the 
results are being looked at.

Meanwhile a huge thank you again to all who took part, it quite 
literally wouldn’t have happened without you! Moran taing!

CEBac’s big online 
lockdown project 
Cluas ri Claisneachd 

(Listen Out), encour-
aging different genera-

tions to get together to 
record the social history of the Back area 
continues to be of interest. Some of the 
recordings with children and grandparents, 
with their permission, can now be viewed 
on our YouTube channel. They are worth 
a look and may inspire you to follow their 
example. A huge vote of thanks is given to 
all who have contributed so far. We would 
like to encourage secondary age children to 
participate also, and now that the summer 
holidays are upon us and there are no pres-
sures of lockdown home schooling, these 
summer months could be an ideal time to 
chat online with your older relatives to find 
out about their young days. Full details of 
how this can be achieved can be found at 
cebac.org/cluas

Grandparents, aunties, uncles, older 
friends—if you would like to be involved in 
this project and the young ones in your lives 
have not yet mentioned it, let them know 
and invite yourself to be interviewed!

The film Bac 1950s, shot by Kenny (Fraochy) 
Stewart’s great uncle Donald, home on holi-
day from Canada, can now been seen in 

ten-minute duration edits with the fol-
lowing URLs:

https://vimeo.com/421234188/f93dde05e5
https://vimeo.com/421236865/8d682fb9c8
https://vimeo.com/421239687/7fe2a68af8
https://vimeo.com/421242618/2efb1d4ff7
https://vimeo.com/421245338/d708300ef4
https://vimeo.com/421248505/81aeb26e51
https://vimeo.com/421251598
https://vimeo.com/421254851/8ad74b236e
https://vimeo.com/421258204

The film in its entirety can be watched 
on vimeo.com/412778981?ref=tw-share. 
Kenny is currently digitising old cine 
film shot by Peigi Morrison, Detroit, 
when home on holiday in the 1950s 
and 1960s.  These precious films give a 
great insight into a bygone way of life 

and rekindle many memories for others.

When thinking about projects suitable 
for lockdown, it was suggested that this 
is an ideal time to start collecting the 
wealth of bàrdachd in our area. We are 
now planning an exciting new project 
to create an anthology of local verse 
written over the years, right up to the 
present day. This would include verse 
written by local people or pertaining to 
the area and its people. The end product 
would be the publication of a book con-
taining as much of the songs and poetry 
of Sgìre a’ Bhac as is possible. Please 
help us by sending in any bàrdachd you 
may have, in any category—love, war, 
humour, spiritual, or anything else. We 
look forward to hearing from you and 
would be grateful if you could share this 
information.

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac – Back Historical Society
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I work as a haematology oncology 
nurse at the Sick Kids in Edinburgh 
(nighean Alex Martin), so I know first-
hand how the coronavirus pandem-
ic has affected acute NHS services 
and the huge concerns both staff and 
patients have as a result. Working in 
this environment means I am also 
aware of the importance of clinical 
trials in finding effective new treat-
ments to cure and prevent disease, 
so when I heard about the COVID-
19 vaccine trial due to commence in 
Edinburgh, I jumped at the chance to 
be a very willing participant. 

Oxford University are running this 
trial across several UK cities and, 
to date, have enlisted about 10,000 
people to take part. I initially filled 
in a questionnaire on their website to 
ensure I was eligible, and fortunately I 
was. I then received a phone call from 
the research team in Edinburgh, who 
ran through further questions and 
invited me to the Western General for 
my first appointment. 

At that first appointment I signed 
a consent form for the trial, had all 
my observations recorded and had 
various blood tests taken. These tests 
were to ascertain whether or not I had 
previously been exposed to COVID-
19. My negative result final ensured 

my acceptance onto the trial. 

I returned to the Western one week 
later to receive the vaccine and 
have yet more blood tests. There 
are about 1200 participants in 
Edinburgh and half will receive the 
COVID-19 vaccine and the other 
half will receive the MenACWY 
vaccine. It is what’s known as a 
‘blind study’, so I won’t know 
which vaccine I’ve been given until 
the trial concludes. I was given a 
thermometer to keep track of my 
temperature at home and a pack 
of nose and throat swabs. I’ll send 
off a swab once a week for the first 
two months and return in a month 
for the first of many more blood 
tests to track my antibody reaction 
to the vaccine over the duration of the trial. 

Lockdown has affected us all in many ways and, as a nurse, I’ve been grateful that 
I can continue to work and help the fight that way. The most difficult part for me 
is not knowing when I can get home and see my family again. While I’m glad my 
mainland friends and colleagues can visit their families in a socially distanced way, 
Vatisker is just that wee bit too far away for me! The nurse who gave me my vaccine 
was due to be in Lewis that week on holiday so I’m also hopeful she’ll get to visit 
our beautiful island soon!

I feel incredibly lucky to be able to pe part of this fascinating process and really 
hopeful that the researchers start seeing valuable results early so this vaccine can 
be rolled out soon. 

Rhona Macleod

COVID Vaccine Trial

Last year Calum Martin and family (Tong) 
were asked by Macmillan Cancer Support 
to put on a concert to help raise funds for 
Macmillan Cancer Support (Western Isles) 
so the family and some musical pals put on 
a great concert for us at Stornoway town 
hall. After the concert Calum thought it 
would be a good idea to raise even more 
funds by recording a new album, which 

was released on 22 May. The album is called 
STOIRM and will be released under the band 
name The O.L.C.O.T. E. Connection.

The album is dedicated to a very special lady, 
Catherine Martin (Calum’s mother), who sadly 
passed away in 2019. Her grandson, Do Martin, 
sings a special song, ‘Feels like a storm’, written 
in her memory, and granddaughters, Catherine 
Joan and Isobel Ann, sing songs that were very 
close to her heart.

Some great singers and musicians have taken 
part to make this album possible. There is a 
mix of tracks and styles of music, which should 
appeal to all.

The CD can be bought in local shops and fill-
ing stations, and can be downloaded from 
iTunes, Spotify and Amazon Music. The album 
can also be ordered via the Macmillan website 
(https://macmillan-org.charitycheckout.co.uk/
pf/stoirm-47c05). You will need to donate a 
minimum of £11.50 to cover the cost of the CD 
plus P&P. You will receive a confirmation email 
of your donation which you will need to forward to stoirmmacmillanwi@gmail.com. In 
that email you should include the postal address you would like the CD to be sent to.

All proceeds will go to Macmillan Cancer Support.

 The musical Martins

STOIRM

The album is dedicated to the 
late Catherine Martin
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One of the good things about the lockdown is that we are 
allowed to go out for exercise. This is certainly something that 
pleased the runners. And there are quite a number of them in 
our area. Unfortunately, though, any races or training for jun-
iors (and seniors) came to a sudden standstill, and it was left 
to the individual to keep going. But then the Virtual Wacky 
Races came to the rescue. Thanks to somebody’s brainwave, 
and some individuals in the Stornoway Running Club, there 
were now challenges and an element of competition. 

‘Virtual Wacky Races?’, you may ask. In winter, the running 
club organises a monthly series of handicap races which for 
some reason became known as the Wacky Races, so why not 
continue them into this different summer. A Virtual Race? The 
idea was to run on your own, somewhere near your home, 
and at a time that suited you. All you then had to do was send 
in your time and wait for the results. And with a clever bit of 
technology your result could be compared to anyone, of any age 
group and even running a different race, as your result appeared 
as a percentage number. Then the idea of teams appeared, and 
a Virtual Team Competition. There were six teams, five from the 
island areas, and one for anybody ‘from away’. Our team was 
the Broadbay Broomsticks! The opposition were the Marags, 
the Beasts from the East, the Pirates of the Hebrides, the Butts of 
Lewis, and the Minch Mercenaries (you can decide for yourself 
where they represented).

Who are these virtual runners? As mentioned, there are quite a 
few, and some stars among them (well, to be honest, they are all 
stars). On two occasions the Broomsticks had the most runners 
of any of the teams, turning out a magnificent twenty-three in 
the last race. Too many names to list, so just a few will get a 
mention. Mhairi Hall is an all-time record holder for the 3k run. 
Kyla Mcmurdo’s name appeared at or near to the top of quite 
a few results—eighth out of 108 in the first race, ninth in the 
second, then a fifth and a second before claiming first place in 
the final race. Some achievement, and a runner to look out for 
in the future.

There were family entries as well. Marina and Robert Sinclair 
finished only seven minutes apart after running 10k (it won’t 
be mentioned who was ahead); Geraldine Cowan must have 
sprinted the last few metres to finish only twenty seconds ahead 
of son Ruairidh (have you no shame, mum?). If your name is not 
mentioned here, you still competed and perhaps ran a personal 
best, one of a huge age range, from under 13 to over 70.

The final race was the virtual Leanne Run, normally held in 
Point. There were 111 virtual entrants, each running either 5k, 
the usual distance, or 10k, to celebrate the tenth year of the 
event. So, as well as getting exercise and keeping fit, a healthy 
sum of money was donated to that worthy cause.

In an unbelievably tight final round of Season 1, The Minch 
Mercenaries just held off a late charge from the in-form 
Broadbay Broomsticks to clinch the title!

The organisers tell us that there will be another series in the 
near future, with different races and different scoring systems. 
So keep running, or if you haven’t started yet, get those shoes on 
and join the virtual runners.

C. T.

Virtual Wacky Races

Mother  
and 

daughter 
Ela and 
Wilma 

from 14 
Back 

taking 
a break 

from 
the 

June 
sun

 This is 8 week old 
Cleo from Ford Terrace, 
she lives with Sasha 
and Ajay

Pet 
Corner

Zack  and Tiggy  

live with Sarah Morrison 

from Aird Tong
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Catriona Thiugs and Anna Thiugs (am Poilegean) 

 Neillie, Ruaradih Mhurdo and Uilleam Beag (Gress)

 On the left is Mairead Chalum 'an Bhard. In the 
centre is Bellann Dhomhnaill Mhic Dhomhnaill 
and on the right is Mairi Choinnich Ruaridh, 
sister of Katie Ann Choinnich Ruaridh (see 
opposite page). Peeping round the corner in the 
background is Katag Broon. The main building 
is the shop Katie Ann and her sister Mairi had, 
the smaller one behind it was Katag Broon's shop. 
The shops stood in the area where the bus stop 
is at the road end going in to Buaile na h-Ochd, 
Vatisker.

 Uilleam Bhobshie, Ishbel Bhobshie, Willie Mhurchaidh, Alice Iain Ghil and Left (Gress)

Louisa (Bean Prigishan) and Catriona Dhool 
(Bean Lofty)
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 Clach Mhor: The Clach Mhor was an 
iconic big stone that used to sit at the top 
of where they hauled the boats ashore at 
Brevig. It was lost in the building of the 
harbour. It was believed that the stone 
would be placed somewhere prominent as 
part of the harbour, but somehow that never 
happened. 

 L–R: Niall Ailig Ruaraidh, 9 Back, 
and Alasdair Aonghais Adie, 25 Coll. 
This photo was taken in 1956 in Perceval 
Square, Stornoway. The car (perhaps 
a Pontiac?), against which Niall and 
Alasdair are leaning, belonged to Peggy 
Morrison (Uileagean), Detroit. In an 
interview with Peggy in Loch a Tuath 
News in 2013, when home on holiday, she 
told us, ‘In 1956 we took the car to the 
Continent and toured Europe. I think we 
crossed the Atlantic on the Britannic and 
it cost the same for the car as it did for an 
adult passage. We came to Lewis on the 
Loch Seaforth, taking the car over too. We 

used the car to go visiting, go to dances and cattle shows. Lots of photos were taken and I also made 
lots of tape recordings’. Many older readers will remember the excitement, and perhaps trepidation, of 
watching vehicles being craned off the Loch Seaforth, as can be seen in the second photo. 

 Katie Ann Choinnich Ruaridh of Brevig: Katie 
Ann and her sister Mairi had a shop where the bus 
stop is at the junction of the road going in to Buaile 
na h-Ochd (see black and white old photos on 
opposite page). 

++ Three 
photos from the 
wedding of Nellie 
Macleod, 11 Coll, 
and Norman 
Maciver, in 
Ullapool in 1984.

 Alex Neil Upsan and Mairead Bheag

Katie Ann and  
Tormod Spagain, 

Chrissie and 
Duncan Gordon

 Diane Thormoid Spagain and Nellie
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As the full effects of the coronavirus lockdown gradu-
ally became apparent to all of us through the spring 
and we saw all our usual activities curtailed, it seemed 
for a while that even a socially distant outdoor 
activity like fishing would not be possible this year. 
Thankfully, as lockdown restrictions started to ease 
it was announced that fishing would be one of the 
first outdoor activities to be permitted while abiding 
by social distancing rules. Therefore, we were able 
to open our Gress River angling season on 1 June, as 
normal.

Permit availability was obviously going to be an 
issue due to the normal outlet remaining closed for 
some time yet, so we decided to reward our regu-
lar membership with complimentary season tickets 
for the 2020 season. All 120 season ticket holders 
from 2019, whether OAP, adult, or junior, were sent 
tickets for 2020 in the post and this has been much 
appreciated by all. To maintain a level of control over 
fishing it was decided that any new members should pay 
normal membership fees, with contact details for myself, 
Iain Roxburgh, and John Macdonald available on the Gress 
Angling Facebook page to arrange for transactions. We didn’t 
expect too many new local members but have been really 
surprised by numbers contacting us and especially so with 
new juniors. Obviously, people are desperate to get some 
relaxing outdoor activity and with the lack of any organized 
participation sports available, fishing is the perfect answer.

Catch return boxes, with forms inside, have been put up 
at usual locations at Gress Bridge, Graveyard entrance to 
Saltings, and at Drochaid Dhubh on Back peat road. All 
anglers should take a blank form from one of the boxes 
to keep a tally of fish caught. Completed forms should be 
returned to boxes before the end of the season. In addition 
to all normal angling rules, additional COVID-19-specific 
rules have also been posted on the boxes. A 2-metre social 
distancing rule should be no problem for anglers, but after 
seeing some of our juniors in action with their new fly rods 
I would seriously recommend not going closer than 200 
metres!!!

The month of June was restricted to fly fishing only to 
help protect migrating smolts from the unnecessary kills 

associated with bait fishing. This proved a correct decision, 
with large numbers of smolts reported on the Saltings mak-
ing their way to sea. Despite the lack of rainfall we did also 
manage a few fresh run sea trout in June, coming in on the 
tides as far as the Graveyard Pool. 

From 1 July bait fishing will be permitted throughout the 
river, as the smolts should have mostly departed and good 
sea trout, and potentially salmon, should be starting to come 
into the river.

From 1 September until season end on 15 October, bait fish-
ing will still be permitted downstream of Drochaid Dhubh 
on the Saltings, but the area upstream of here will revert to 
fly only.

All our planned early-season activities such as sweep net-
ting and tagging, the AGM, and river maintenance had to 
be cancelled, and it seems very unlikely that any planned 
activity involving social gathering, such as the kids’ open 
day, will take place this year. 

It also seems very unlikely, although not impossible, that we 
will see any of our regular visitors from the mainland and 
further afield any time soon, and can only hope they have all 
remained safe during these times and that we can welcome 
them back when a semblance of normality is restored.

As to be expected, Gress has been classified as a 
Category 3 fishery again this year, which means 

that any salmon caught must be released. This is 
based on the scientific data gathered over the last 
five years, which really have been pretty grim for 
salmon catches. We can only hope that this trend 
will reverse soon and we can see good numbers 
of salmon to match our impressive sea trout 
catches once again.

The main thing is that, despite our worst fears 
about this fishing season starting at all, we are 
up and running and hopefully can all enjoy 
some quality fishing time on the river.

Tight lines for 2020.
Alasdair Murray

Gress Angling Association: Summer Update

Last month we published a photo of a mystery funeral held at 
Gress machair and asked you to guess what it was all about. Some 
of the comments we received via our Facebook page were ‘Machair 
TV might be able to tell you’ (Joan Macdonald); ‘I was there that day. 
Won’t give away the secret’ (Tom Maciver); ‘My guess is that it was 
filming of a funeral scene taking place for the likes of Machair. Must 
have been an important one if they had to draught in local legend Tom 
Maciver…he likes a bit of drama!’ (Alan Mackay). 

Well done to everyone. It was, indeed, the filming of a scene from the 
Gaelic soap, Machair. The driver died in an accident and was ‘buried’ 
there. The mourners included the Point football team and Swannie (Gress) 
supplied the gravestone. Thanks to Swannie for the laugh and sending 
in the photo. 

Mystery burial at Gress Machair
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Back Football & Recreation Club

Since the last issue of the LATN a lot of water has passed 
under the bridge, and a lot of events have taken place, but it 
is a relief to the Football & Recreation Committee of Back that 
the back breaking toil of improving the park has at long last 
finished, for the time being. But to ensure that the surface 
will be up to perfection and the grass grows, another spell of 
stone pickling might be essential and as always volunteers 
are sought for this. The all-weather park is ready and has 
already been put to use, but there are little chores still to 
be done. The tidying up round the hall and the perimeter 
fence will also be undertaken, also painting and other jobs 
to enhance the entire complex. 

On the football front the team’s chances of winning the 
league took a dent in the last fortnight but they are still 
hanging in there on the top of the table. A boost to the 
morale of the team was required after being knocked out 
of the various cup competitions and the team got that on 
the 11th August when they once again won the Eilean An 
Fhraoich Cup by thrashing the “old enemy” across the bay 
by six goals to nil, what a result, and what a night for all con-
cerned, especially Kevin Bloxy, putting four past the keeper 
and Ivor Finlayson scoring a brace. Let’s hope that this fillup 
will be the tonic the team needs to finish the season and be a 
good start to the new century.

Summing up the Eilean An Fhraoich game, and the final result 
was as much of a shock the the faithful “Blues” as it was to 
the “Rudhachs”. As the “Rudhachs” had triumphed over their 
Broadbay rivals in the last three encounters, twice in the league 
and in the Lewis Cup.

Before the game there was trepidation in the Back camp, but 
with the additional players of Innes, George, Ivor and the ever 
cool “McArthy”, the defence settled into an air of authority, 
which was an inspiration to the forwards, and they responded 
with six glorious goals, which secured the cup. It is amazing 
the following the Eilean An Fhraoich Cup produces, as neu-
trals from all over the island witnessed a super performance by 

Back. Especially McArthy, ever so cool, and an accomplished 
performance. As some worthy said, we should ‘clone’ him for 
the future. McArthy who started in goal at the age of sixteen 
would be an asset in the Back side even although he is thirty 
plus plus.

By the time this issue is printed the Back Angling Trophy will 
have been won and all the participants looking forward to next 
year’s competition.

As can be seen the all-weather project is complete and the 
football park is at long last a swathe of green, and as level as a 
billiard table. It is hoped to officially open the all-weather park 
next month, but no firm date has been set as yet for this. The 
format of this is being planned by the committee, and informa-
tion about this will be in the Stornoway Gazette.

To those who are feeling down, our wish is they will be up and 
about again. Sorraidh leibh.

From the Archives...

Back row (adults) L–R: Iain Macdonald, Gordon Macleod, Angus Nicolson, Murray Macleod; Peter O’Donnell; George Macaskill; DJ 
McCarthy; George Stewart; Peter Grant; Iain Maclennan; Innes Macleod; Jason Macleod; Alexander Maciver; John Macleod. Front row 

L–R: David Maciver; Derek Campbell; Kevin Murray; Alasdair Mackenzie; Ivor Finlayson; Murdo Maclennan. 

If you can identify any of the children, please write in and tell us! The photo can be viewed in larger format on our website (on the 
Archives page).

On 25 June, the news broke that Rangers Academy had 
signed James Graham from Ross County in a deal worth 
£45K. The 15-year-old, who had been on trial with both 
Liverpool and Manchester United, impressed Rangers so 
much their scouts had been to watch him play over a dozen 
times in recent months. Rangers stated on their website that 
it was important for them to secure Scotland’s brightest tal-
ent first and they are delighted to welcome James to Rangers. 
Head of Academy Craig Mulholland said about James ‘He 
is a dynamic, quick and tenacious forward with excellent 
energy and finishing abilities’. James is the grandson of the 
late Kenny and Angusina Graham (Coll and Back).

Rangers Sign James
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Stunning sunset from the Creachan in Gress (sent in  
by Murdo (Cloudy) Macleod)

In late May and early June we were treated to some spec-
tacular sunsets as the days stretched into the night. Here 
are some sent in by our readers.

Spectacular Summer Sunsets and Storms

On Thursday 25 June, the island experienced a thunder-
storm like no other. Dr Eddy Graham of UHI said on 
Twitter that at the peak of the storm, we received over 
1000 lightning strikes per hour (~15-20 bolts per minute). 
Said Dr Graham: ‘The only comparison (within a similar 
climate zone) that I can make of today’s weather…are 
the violent thunderstorms of 25/26 July 1985 in Ireland; 
this is a lifetime event’. Those who experienced it will 
agree that once in a lifetime is quite enough!

Material for publication in the SEPTEMBER issue of Loch a 
Tuath News must be in before MONDAY 17 AUGUST 2020

 Sunset through a post 
by Isla Murray

Upper Coll sunset by Mal Macleod 

View from Coll (Tim Pickering) 

 Dramatic skies 
seen from Upper Coll 
(Innes Mackay)


