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A Reverend 
Occasion

Thomas Davis is 
licensed as a Free 
Church minister

• Trekking for Charity

• A Visit to France 
and Belgium

• Tong Caraidean

Plus: As na Bailtean, Anns 
a’ Ghàrradh, From the 

Manse and much more!
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By email: annatucker99@yahoo.co.uk
By post: 10c Upper Coll, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LT 

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible.  If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. they are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

see the contact details on this page. 

thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 

Fàilte
Welcome to the bumper summer issue of 
Loch a Tuath News! this month we have 
added four pages for the double issue 
and we also have a welcome splash of 
colour. Our cover photo features thomas 
Davis, who has recently been licensed as 
a minister and has now accepted a call to 
Carloway Free Church. We congratulate 
thomas on this and we wish him, una 
and family well as they settle into a new 
charge. In 1956 Rev Murdo Macaulay, a 
Carloway man, came from govan to be 
the minister of Back Free Church so now 
finally Back is returning the favour!

the committee of Loch a Tuath News 
was delighted to hear that Kenny Maciver 
(Coinneach Mòr) had been awarded an 
OBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours list 
for services to gaelic broadcasting and 
services to the community. Coinneach was, 
of course, one of the founding members of 
Loch a Tuath News when a conversation 
with Rev. Iain D. Campbell on the ferry 
in 1996 led to further discussions in the 
community, eventually resulting in the first 
issue hitting the shelves in April 1997. We 
look forward to hearing more when the 
presentation of the award is made. In this 
issue Coinneach tells us about a poignant 
visit he made recently to family war graves 
from the First World War in France and 
Belgium. 

this month also Dena smith tells us about 
a once-in-a-lifetime trip to Peru when she 
went trekking to Machu Picchu. We have 

a warm tribute to Malcolm Maciver (Calum 
gholly) by his son. the tong Caraidean 
tell us about a recent holiday they took and 
we also have news from Back FC, Back 
sunday school, the Comhairle Column, 
the Bethesda Walk and the latest news 
from sgoil a’ Bhac and tong school after 
an immensely busy summer term. We also 
have a good selection of old photos from 
different eras. these photos are always 
popular so if you have any of interest then 
please get in touch. As usual we have 
From the Manse, Anns a’ ghàrradh, Back 
in time and From the Archives. Our recipe 
this month was contributed by one of our 
readers. It is always a pleasure to hear 
from readers near and far and this month 
we were pleased to receive a letter from 
Wester Ross.

If you have any news over the summer, 
whether it be visitors, births, weddings, 
graduations etc then please forward news 
items and photos to the editor or to a 
member of the committee for inclusion 
in the september issue. the deadline is 
Wednesday 20 August.

Please note that the AgM of loch a tuath 
news takes place on tuesday 12 August 
at 7.00pm in Back Free Church creche 
and all are welcome to attend. It would be 
fantastic to see people taking an interest 
in the running of our community magazine, 
which only exists due to a dedicated 
bunch of committee members. We hope 
all our readers have a nice summer!

Cover photo: Rev Alasdair Smith 
congratulates Rev Thomas Davis 
on being licensed as a Free Church 
Minister. Photo by Alasdair I Smith.
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As NA 
BAilteAN

family home who lovingly cared for her 
mother for many years, Murdo Allan and 
family (31 Coll), Cathie Ann and family 
in Assaye Place, george in glasgow 
and all relatives, friends and neighbours 
are in our thoughts at this sad time.

New Driver
Congratulations to stewart Maclennan, 
son of Catherine Margaret and sally, 
38 Coll, who has recently passed his 
driving test. Well done, a bhalaich, and 
remember, “safe driving”. 

On Holiday
On holiday all the way from Australia 
are lesley and her son, a first cousin 
of Dollag Morrison (banntrach vidue), 
82 Coll. lesley’s dad Murdo has been 
staying with Dollag for the best part of 2 
years, a niseach by birth but he sure is 
a Coll boy now. We do hope lesley and 
her son enjoy their stay with hopefully 
good weather.

toNg
Home From Hospital
We are pleased to hear that Ishbel 
grant, 10 Aird tong, is recovering well 
at home having had surgery on her knee 
in the Western Isles Hospital. We wish 
her well and hope that it won’t be long 
before she’s fully recovered.

We were sorry to hear that Alasdair 
Murray, 5 tong, had to have emergency 
surgery in glasgow recently. thankfully 
the procedure was successful and he is 
recuperating at home. We hope that he 
makes a complete recovery.

Cape Town Meeting

Anne Rich and Donald Maciver (Con)

On a recent work assignment to Cape 
town, south Africa, Donald Maciver 
(Con) took time to meet up with Anne 
Rich. Anne is the eldest daughter of the 
Rev. Angus Alex and Helen Macdonald 
of tong Park. Although born here in 
lewis, Anne, with her parents left for 

BAck/VAtisker
Retirement and Appointment
Mrs Dorothy Kennedy, 11B vatisker, 
retires at the end of the current school 
session as Headteacher of tong school 
and we extend to her our best wishes 
for a carefree and long retirement which 
she well deserves after many years of 
successful teaching in several island 
schools.  tong school, when Dorothy 
took over as Head, was under threat 
because of low pupil numbers.  As she 
retires she leaves tong with a fine repu-
tation as a very progressive Primary 
school – ‘s math a rinn sibh!

We are more than happy to announce 
and congratulate Johanna MacKenzie – 
nighean uilleam Hannah agus Chrissie 
Mary – of 19 vatisker as Dorothy’s suc-
cessor as Headteacher of tong school.  
Johanna comes to the post with a 
range of experience.  After graduating 
she established a successful gaelic-
medium unit in stirling.  On her return 
to lewis she taught in Airidhantuim, 
stornoway Primary and lionel.  In 
between times she was for a short while 
Chief Executive of stòrlann, before the 
pull of the classroom made her return 
to teaching.  We are sure that Dorothy’s 
legacy will be in safe hands and that 
tong school will continue to flourish – 
well done Jo and much success!

Ross County Signing
We congratulate 17 year old James 
Macleod (mac Kenny agus Margo) who 
has recently signed terms with Ross 
County. James is a promising goalkeep-
er who played for Back last season. He 
has been training with Ross County for 
some time. We wish him every success 
at victoria Park!

coll
Best Wishes
Best wishes to Mary Macintosh (Mary 
Jessie), 30 Coll, who recently had a fall 
at her home. We hope, a Mhairi, you are 
feeling better and we’ll see you in your 
lovely garden soon. Mary was very lucky 
that guardian Angel Dollag Morrison, 82 
Coll, was there to take her to A & E.

Bereavement
Our sympathy goes to the family of 
Catriona Maciver (banntrach Calum 
Khelson), 32 Coll, who passed away 
in Bethesda Hospice. Katy Mary in the 

south Africa at the tender age of 5, and 
soon settled into life there as daughter 
of the manse. Anne was kind enough to 
show Donald many of the local attrac-
tions including a visit to Cape Point 
where the Atlantic meets the Indian 
Ocean.

Anne, a teacher, and husband gavin, a 
journalist, are now settled in Cape town 
with their son and daughter. Anne visits 
her parents here in tong Park as often 
as she can and is planning another visit 
later this year.

Retirement

Flora Montgomery, 10 Morrison terrace, 
has recently retired as a social Care 
Worker. We congratulate Flora and wish 
her a long, happy and healthy retire-
ment.

New House

Maggie and Donald Malcolm Martin are 
not newcomers to the village, but they 
have just moved into their newly built 
home at “Hushinish” Aird tong along 
with their little boy, Archie. the house is 
built on Donald Malcolm’s grandfather’s 
croft and the view is just amazing. We 
hope that they will enjoy many happy 
years together as a family in their new 
home.

Challenger 4: 9-15 June

this year’s Challenger 4 tong Mission 
was a great success.  Each evening 
up to 116 children attended the ‘Back 
to our Future’ evening event, with up to 
40 young people attending the ‘youth’ 
programme.  the mission came to a 
close with a BBQ at vatisker beach on 
saturday evening followed by a family 
service in tong Community Centre and 
a Challenger yF on sunday evening.

Newcomers to the Village

We are pleased to welcome Derek and 
Dawn spark and their daughters Jenna 
and leila to tomnaval, Aird tong. As 

Continued on page 5
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Back sunday school had their outing to Eoropie Playpark, ness, on saturday 7 June. 
the outing was blessed with excellent weather and the day was enjoyed by all.

Back Sunday School Outing

Poppies at Bruinish, Upper Coll, 1982. Can any readers 
shed any light on the planting of these poppies?

Loch a Tuath viewed from Gress.  Photo by Maggie Macleod
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they settle into their new home, we hope 
that they feel at home and enjoy becom-
ing part of our community.

We would also like to welcome Christine 
MacIver and Joan Maclennan who have 
just moved to 4B Aird tong. We trust 
that they will feel at home in our midst 
and that they enjoy a long and peaceful 
retirement in the village.  

Upper coll
The Queen’s Birthday Honours List

the community of Col uarach joins in 
the many congratulations to Kenneth A. 
Maciver (Kenny yaach), 11 upper Coll, 
on his award of the O.B.E. in the recent 
Queen’s Birthday Honours list. Kenny 
was awarded his O.B.E. for his many 
years of service to gaelic Broadcasting 
and for his service to the community. 
Indeed, the fact that you are reading this 
issue of loch a tuath news now is one 
of the legacies of Coinneach’s service 
to the community as he was a founder 
member of the magazine in 1997 and 
is a past Chairman also. Meal do naid-
heachd, a Choinnich!

Mod Success

Congratulations to seven year old 
Christian giovanni Morrison, Ocean 
view, 36 upper Coll. Christian came 
second in recitation in his age group at 
the recent local Mod. ’s math a rinn thu!

Christian Giovanni Morrison

Equestrian Success
Abby Jo Morrison, Christian’s big sister, 
with her pony Coco Minstrel (6 years 
old) and Fronarth Rio (11 years old) has 
got her equestrian season off to a bril-
liant start.

Abby Jo started off in glasgow, by win-
ning her ridden classes, qualifying for 
championships in september, and then 
going on to win these classes again in 
Aberdeen and Morayshire.

Big smiles for Abby Jo after winning two 
preliminary and novice classes in British 
Dressage

she then went on to qualify not once, but 
twice, for Blair Atholl International Horse 
trials in August. this event goes on for 
four days with top competitors from all 
over the country. this is an amazing 
achievement for eleven year old Abby 
Jo and as far as her family are aware, 
she is the first competitor on the island 
to qualify for Blair Atholl, a very prestig-
ious event.

Abby Jo was also delighted to come fifth 
out of twenty two (adults!) in the Working 
Hunter Class, an event she had never 
done before! In addition to all that, Abby 
Jo has also qualified for the scottish 
Rider Championships and has qualified 
for the talent spotting finals in October!  
Her mam, dad, family and friends wish 
her the very best of luck.

to achieve all that Abby Jo trained very 
hard in the last year, in preparation for 
the events ahead, with her local instruc-
tor Kathleen Connor. sadly for Abby 
Jo, Kathleen has now has moved to 
Perth to further herself in the equestrian 
world with her horse logan (Heavenly 
Dancer). she will be missed so much, 
but the Morrison family hope to see her 
soon and wish good luck to her and her 
family.

good luck, Abby Jo, at all your events 
over the summer.

Retirement
two local ‘dominies’ retired at the end of 
the 2013-14 school session, after many 
years at the ‘chalk face’. 

Calum Maclean, 50 upper Coll, was the 
Head teacher of sgoil an Rubha since 
it opened in 2011, and prior to that had 
been Head teacher of Bayble school 
for twenty five years. Many will also 
remember Calum when he taught at 
sgoil a’ Bhac.

Andrew Reeves, 21 upper Coll, was 
the Head teacher at sgoil nan loch 

since it opened in 2000 and took on the 
shared headship with Pairc school in 
2006. Andrew began teaching PE and 
English in 1978 in the london Borough 
of Croydon. He taught in three different 
schools and in 1988 took on the role of 
Faculty Head of technology. In 1993 
he moved to lewis where he returned 
to his PE roots, teaching in a number 
of schools until 1997 when he went to 
Bayble as Depute Head. 

We wish a long and happy retirement to 
both Calum and Andrew, and hope they 
enjoy the freedom to spend more time 
with their families and to do all the things 
they’ve always been meaning to do and 
not had enough time!

gress
Sympathy

We extend our sincere condolences to 
Anne and Iain gillies and family (ness) 
on the death of their son Iain Ruairidh 
who died after being in a car accident. 
His granny is nancy Alex John (gress). 
Our thoughts are with all the family at 
this sad time.

Well Done
the successful nicolson Institute girls’ 
football team has again won the north 
of scotland Cup last week beating 
Fraserburgh 19-0. All the girls scored 
a goal! they were treated to a civic 
reception in the Comhairle where they 
enjoyed the meal provided. Catherine 
Ann and Jack can be very proud of 
them. 

Visitors
Jock Murray (21) entertained twenty 
retired ex-Metropolitan police officers 
and their wives to a ladies’ Dinner in 
the golf Club. Most of them live around 
Inverness but eight actually travelled 
from london for the occasion including 
sir Ian and lady Carol Johnston. they 
all enjoyed visiting the sights of lewis 
and Harris and the weather was very 
good to them. the food was excellent 
and the entertainment in the evening 
was provided by the youngsters from 
gress and the dancers from Bernera. 
Everyone was amazed at the talent we 
have here.  

Congratulations
Congratulations to Robert Maclennan 
(22) on passing his driving test. Well 
done, just remember to drive with care 
and have many years of happy motor-
ing.
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I was delighted to read 
in the May issue of 
loch a tuath news 
(page 23) about my 
fellow Bacach Cloudy 
being chosen to be 
one of the Clydesiders.  
He will not be alone 
in representing our 
district at the games.  
My daughter, Amy 
Elizabeth Macleod, 
who graduated from 
glasgow university 
in July 2013 with an 
honours degree in 
sports science is 
a sports co-ordinator with the Commonwealth games 
Organising Committee and will be in the thick of the action 
in glasgow.  she is responsible for the co-ordination of 
the hockey tournament and has been working with the 
organisers since last summer.  On completion of her 
year’s work with them she plans to return to university to 
do a research Masters in sports science.

twenty two year old Amy is the grand-daughter of the 
late Mary Jane Macleod (Mary Jane lidy) of 21 Back and 
grand niece of Bellann Mackenzie of 26 Back.

I receive my loch a tuath news by subscription and 
thoroughly enjoy it as we are now “exiled” at laide in 
Wester Ross where our girls were brought up.  Amy 
and her elder sister Ruth went to school at Aultbea and 

gairloch.  Keep up the good work.

All the best

Angus M. (Rolo) Macleod

Silver Wedding

Congratulations to Murdo and Kathryn 
graham on their silver Wedding Anniversary. 
love from all the family.

Letter to the Editor

Rev thomas Davis was licensed at a special service at Back Free 
Church on thursday 19th June.  the service was conducted by the 
Moderator of Presbytery, Rev Calum I Macleod (lochs).  Rev Dr Iain 
D Campbell addressed thomas with warm encouragement.  thomas 
was then formally congratulated by members of the Presbytery and 
the Kirk session.  It was a very special moment when Rev Alasdair 
smith, who was licensed 50 years ago (in June 1964), came down 
the aisle and extended the right hand of fellowship to thomas. It was 
an excellent evening with a large number present.  

Following the service tea was served in the church hall. We 
congratulate thomas and continue to remember the Davis family 
at this significant milestone. thomas accepted a call to Carloway 
Free Church at a congregational meeting in Carloway on Monday 
23rd June.

Thomas Davis Licensed

The Davis family 
(left-right) John (6), 
Una, Annie Rose (3), 
Thomas and Tom (8)

LOCH A TUATH 
NEWS AGM

Tuesday 12 August 2014

7.00pm

Back Free Church 
Creche

All Very Welcome

Please come along and 
support your community 
newspaper. We would be 

delighted to see you there!
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the new book on sgoil a’ Bhac is selling extremely 
well. Copies of the book are available at gordon’s, 
Back Pharmacy, tolsta Post Office, nicolson’s 
newsagents, the Baltic Bookshop, the trading Post, 
the Western Isles Hospital shop, the Co-op and Bùth 
an Rubha. 

there is an 
e x t e n s i v e 
review of the 
book in the 
June edition 

of Events. the book is hardback with over 270 
pages and it is priced at £14.99.

Sgoil a’ Bhac – Memories Through the Ages

Comhairle Column Donald Crichton

Budget Forecast

going into the Autumn, setting the next Comhairle budget 
will be focusing the minds of Councillors.  Fortunately for 
the coming financial year we will be able to minimise the 
extent of budget cuts to 1% across all departments as a 
result of balances and savings that have been made in the 
current period.  the greater challenge will be in the next 
two years were we will be asked to make savings that 
are challenging to say the least. A continuation in coming 
years of this sort of financial erosion of our resources will 
be unsustainable. 

there has been much publicity regarding the ‘Our 
Islands Our Future’ initiative and the publication of both 
governments’ prospectus and concordant of their intent.  
Both governments must act to devolve more power and 
resources to the island authorities now, without delay, 
so we can start addressing the underlying problems we 
face and begin to rebuild public services that are well 
resourced.     

Gearraidh Ghuirm Junction

It is a relief that the gearraidh ghuirm junction has now 
been repaired and improved.  For far too long it had been 
in a condition that was unacceptable and made it some-
times dangerous.  Ward funding from all three councillors 
contributed to this improvement and the new pathway link-
ing the loop complements this work very well.

New Headteacher

Congratulations to Joanna Mackenzie, vatisker, who has 
been appointed the new Headteacher of tong school and 
will be taking up her post in August.  Joanna comes to the 
post with much experience and a passion for teaching. 

she inherits a well managed school with first class staff 
and pupils.  Our best wishes go to Dorothy Kennedy for a 
long and happy retirement.

Coinneach Mòr, OBE

Congratulations to Coinneach Maciver on being recog-
nised in the Queen’s Birthday Honours with an OBE for 
services to broadcasting and the community.  It is well 
deserved and recognises a lifetime of public service.

Gress Beach

some time ago I wrote to the MoD following the discovery 
of an unexploded device found on gress Beach earlier 
this year.  I had written to them given the number of nato/
MoD exercises that take place in Broadbay and seeking 
assurances that public safety would be considered during 
and after such exercises.    

I received a response from Dr Andrew Murrison MP, 
Minister for International security, who said it was not 
possible to say whether the device found at gress was 
from the military exercise that had taken place last year 
and that the MoD couldn’t be held responsible.  He said 
every precaution was taken to minimise the impact on the 
environment and that they consulted closely with all the 
major stakeholders including the fishing industry in plan-
ning military exercises.

Surgeries

I will be holding surgeries in tong Community Centre 
on Monday 25 August and in Back Community Hut on 
tuesday 26 August.  Both will be held from 7-8pm and no 
appointment is necessary.

The assembled gathering at the launch of 
the Sgoil a’ Bhac book on Friday 9 May

Enjoying a 
cuppa at the 
Sgoil a’ Bhac 
book launch
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From the Manse

The President’s Devotional
I was given an excellent book on Father’s Day.  It’s called 
The President’s Devotional by Joshua DuBois.

In the many pressures of Barack Obama’s first presidential 
campaign, staff member Joshua DuBois recognised the bur-
den his boss was carrying and asked the senator if he could 
e-mail a devotional word to him each day.  When Obama 
responded positively, DuBois prepared a short email for the 
future president to read first thing every morning.  the mes-
sage would include short snippets of scripture, inspirational 
stories, quotes and prayers to provide counsel, personal 
encouragement and inspiration.  the president himself stat-
ed that the words of DuBois ‘meant the world’ to him.  In this 
book DuBois provides 365 of the best readings and prayers 
he sent the president.  

I particularly enjoyed reading ‘stay Home and Keep them’ 
for January 9.  DuBois begins by quoting Psalm 122:7 - 
‘Peace be within your walls and security within your towers.’  
He goes on to share a story of a man famed for his cut-
throat business approach who, one day, said to the author 
Mark twain, ‘Before I die I mean to make a pilgrimage to 
the Holy land.  I will climb Mount sinai and read the ten 
Commandments aloud at the top.’  ‘I have a better idea,’ 
twain replied.  ‘you could stay home in Boston and keep 
them.’

‘As twain implies,’ DuBois says, ‘we would be wise to avoid 
grand gestures of piety and instead practice holiness right 
here at home.  By serving god and giving generously.  By 
loving our neighbours fully, in word and deed.  We don’t 
need to climb Mount sinai to do that.’  

DuBois concludes his devotional with the following prayer:  
Dear Lord, before I make a grand gesture, remind me to do 
the little things well.  Amen.

DuBois communicates with Obama with a striking boldness.  
He is not afraid to speak with frankness.  Although his words 
are often warm and gentle his language is sometimes very 
uncompromising and forthright.  It’s arguably what makes 
the book so refreshing and compelling to read.

DuBois suggests that we would all do well to spend time 
each day with The President’s Devotional so that we too 
can be reminded of what is most important in life, that we 
are not alone in our efforts and grasp what our true mission 
is in the world. there is something for everyone in this book.  
I commend it to you

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of scotland. services in 
Back and tong during July and August 2014 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 6 July
12 noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 13 July
10:30am: Rev Alasdair I Macleod
12 noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod 

Sunday 20 July
10:30am: Rev thomas Davis
12 noon: Rev Donald A Macdonald (gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Donald A Macdonald

Sunday 27 July
10:30am: Rev Alasdair I Macleod
12 noon: Mr Angus Macdonald (gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 3 August
12 noon: Rev Kenneth M Ferguson (gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Alasdair I Macleod
Sunday 10 August
10:30am: Rev Alasdair I Macleod
12 noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 17 August
10:30am: Rev Alasdair I Macleod
12 noon: Rev Donald A Macdonald  (gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 24 August
12 noon: Rev Alasdair I Macleod (Ordination of 
Elders)
6pm:  Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 31 August
10:30am: Rev Alasdair I Macleod
12 noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 6 July
10:30am: Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 13 July
6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon (gaelic)

Sunday 20 July
12 noon: Rev Alasdair I Macleod
Sunday 27 July
6pm:  Mr neil Murray  (gaelic)
Sunday 3 August
10:30am: Rev Alasdair I Macleod
Sunday 10 August
6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon (gaelic)

July/August Service Times 

Sunday 17 August
12 noon: Rev Calum I Macleod
Sunday 24 August
6pm:  Mr neil Murray  (gaelic)
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Trekking for Charity
Dena Smith, who lives in Powys, Wales, climbed in the 
Andes in 2009 and raised £5000 for the Blue Cross charity 
and plans to climb in the Himalayas in 2015 to raise money 
for Macmillan Cancer Support. Dena is Murdag Sheumais 
Choidhsidh, who although born in Glasgow, was brought 
up in Broadbay View which she fondly describes as the 
best place to grow up in as numbers 1 to 22 were like one 
big extended family: the families of Coinneach ‘an Sìne, 
Aonghas a’ Bhilich, Willie Ann, John Murdo Nis, Murdaidh 
Bhràgair, Seonaidh na Loch, Bullar, Iain Oscar, Murdigan, 
John Angie Bhruce, Seòras Scott, Stogaidh, Pòisean, 
Calum an Adhar, Dòmhnall Dhadhail, Moley Làdaidh, Mary 
Ann and Shandy, Iain a’ Gheab, Eòna, Katie Ann an Tony, 
Dan Sheòrais a’ Bhideanaich, Colin Gray, Samson and the 
Leòid nearby and Ciorstag in “Yamba”.

“I live in Abermule, Powys, with my husband steve and 
work as a dental hygienist in newtown. I readily admit 
to being an overweight granny of seven, so when my 
younger and fitter friend Donna first broached the subject 
of raising money for Blue Cross I was interested, but when 
she explained it would involve a trek to Machu Picchu in 
the Andes, I laughed. not on your life!

the Blue Cross charity is one of the leading animal welfare 
charities in the uK. It was founded in 1897 to help animals 
such as dogs and horses which had been used in warfare. 
Injured soldiers had the Red Cross; animals injured in bat-
tle had the Blue Cross. nowadays, it caters for all animals 
which is important considering the increasing number of 
animals being abandoned or given to shelters.

I have no head for heights, and although I love pictures 
of Inca ruins and mountains, the sight of the narrow and 
precipitous paths and ledges in the Andean mountains 
was terrifying. In the end, however, I persuaded myself 
that the cause was a worthy one and maybe, just maybe, 
I could manage it. It helped too that Machu Picchu is such 
an iconic site, a unEsCO World Heritage site also known 
as the “lost City of the Incas”. I got down to fund-raising 
and some serious training. 

Husband steve was to the forefront in raising sponsorship. 
He set up a “just giving” website and created cards and 
posters. He and his friends also did “shave-offs” – hair, 
beards, chests etc. – and raised over £800. Bag-packing 
at supermarkets, bingo nights and raffles added greatly to 
the fund. In the end I succeeded in raising £5000 for Blue 
Cross.

As all this was taking place, my training regime got under-
way with walks in the many hills near my home in Wales. 
Daughter Chrisma suggested that “poles” would ease my 
uphill walks and bought them for me along with all the 
other kit I’d need. Accompanied by my friend Joanne, my 
first big walk was the sarn sabrina – a 28 mile trek through 
the Welsh hills taking in Plynlimon and the source of the 
severn. It was exhausting and painful but we managed 
it and I had caught the trekking bug! I fell in love with my 
boots, my backpack (source of all comfort) and my trusty 
poles. shopping has never been quite the same for me 
since. I get just as excited over backpacks and thermal 
socks as I do over the latest fashion frippery!

this was just the start of our hill walks. We did Offa’s Dyke, 
the Brecon Beacons and snowden among many others. 
Fortunately there were handily-spaced “watering-holes” 
along the way! three weeks before leaving for the Machu 
Picchu trek – disaster! I injured my left leg and hamstring. 
An assistant in the local mountaineering shop came up 
with a solution: a roll of Gaffa tape! she showed me how 
to use it for support with strategically placed muslin under-
neath. It is also de rigeur for serious blisters. I’ve had some 
beauties over the years along with blackened toenails. I 
don’t do any big walks now without my trusty roll of Gaffa 
tape.

Finally we’re off! london – new york – lima, Peru and 
– Cusco. there were delays and missed planes but we 
were on our way to Cusco in a small plane. We left lima 
in a “pea-souper” but the clouds cleared and our first 
sight of the Andes took our breath away. the mountains 
looked like crinkled, antique gold silk in the light and they 
were VAST. Wherever we looked they filled our view. the 
beauty of the scene remains in my memory as does the 
warm welcome from our guide Wilo, a local raconteur and 
a great person.

the air in Cusco was clean and fresh, but a bit strange. 
It didn’t bother me too much but others found the rarified 
atmosphere uncomfortable. It certainly slowed us down. 
For the next few days we trekked to various Inca ruins in 
the mountains nearby to help us acclimatise to the alti-
tude. We passed lots of small farms and the people were 
shy but warm and friendly, especially when they saw Wilo 
with us. they were happy to show us around. they lead 
simple lives and rear llamas and pigs and they all had 
special sheds for breeding the national dish – guinea pigs! 
they treated their animals very well and were beginning 
to reintroduce an old way of “fencing” that cost them noth-
ing – giant prickly cacti. they were very effective fences, 
although not a good idea when you had to answer a call of 
nature behind a hedge in the dark! 

We might not speak their language Quechua but the 
“craic” was good, thanks to Wilo. they grew a lot of their 
own food: varieties of corn and vegetables and lupins. yes, 
they grew beautiful, edible lupins. It’s a tough existence 

Through the Sungate, Dena's view of Machu 
Picchu which can be seen in the distance
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but they live in extended families and communities and 
support one another, a caring way of life that seems to be 
disappearing these days but happily is still evident in the 
Hebrides and rural parts of the uK.

In Cusco itself there are children selling trinkets and Wilo 
advised us not to encourage them or give them money. If 
they could make a living off the tourists then they wouldn’t 
go to school and another generation would grow up with-
out an education. giving sweets was also not encouraged. 
It would be better to provide the schools with books and 
writing materials.

DAY ONE OF THE TREK
the first day of our trek to Machu Picchu began at 4am 
when we set off by bus to the head of the trail. We had our 
passports stamped and permits issued. We then crossed 
the urubamba River via a wooden bridge and walked to 
the first night’s camp. We were all in good spirits. It all 
seemed manageable.

DAY TWO
Dead Woman’s Pass (4200m) – not a reassuring name. 
Who had died? Apparently the outline of the mountain 
ridge resembles a woman reclining. I couldn’t see the 
resemblance but I could believe several people had died 
on it! It was a tough day and we lost two members of our 
group who had to be returned to base due to altitude sick-
ness. the rest of us were coping – just! Every step felt like 
wading through treacle and our heads felt as if they were 
made of marshmallow. It was tough that day. I seemed 
to retain all the water we were being encouraged to drink 
and looked like the Michelin Man when we set up camp 
that night. I was like a walking water-tank with bananas for 
fingers. the only compensation was that the swelling got 
rid of my wrinkles!

DAYS THREE AND FOUR
the next two days were long and exhilarating. up before 
dawn, woken by great lads with a wash basin and hot coca 
tea. that got us going! It’s a pity coca tea isn’t for sale in 
the uK! they also cooked our food – corn, quinoa, beans 
and fresh fruit and vegetables. Wholesome and tasty.

the porters were heroes. they carried all the camp 

equipment on their backs, up to 80 kilos each, and RAN 
ahead of us to the next camp. If anyone took ill, they car-
ried them down the mountain on their backs. A sight that I‘ll 
never forget was seeing a large blonde lady being carried 
on the back of a very slightly-built, elderly porter. she was 
experiencing breathing problems because of the altitude 
and he was running down the outer edge of the very nar-
row path so as not to obstruct our progress uphill. He wore 
old, worn flip-flops and was moving fast. the look of terror 
on her face said it all. she was being bounced about on 
the back of a man a quarter of her size along the edge of 
a scary precipice. I must admit I felt more sorry for him. 
When I asked Wilo about the porters’ training, he laughed. 
they were only farmers supplementing their income and 
had no training. For some porters this was their first trek.

It was dark when we arrived in camp for our last night on 
the mountain and we were a wee bit unsettled that guards 
were posted around the toilets. they stood their ground 
and wouldn’t move. We found out from Wilo the following 
morning why they were there: the portaloos were literally 
on the very edge of a precipice and they had to watch our 
every move (no pun intended!).

the next morning was when we’d finally reach Machu 
Picchu so we had a party and were given ceremonial gifts. 
there was singing and dancing and the porters really 
enjoyed themselves. We went to bed late but were up at 
3.30 am to walk to the sun gate where we would get our 
first view of the Machu Picchu site. there wasn’t a dry eye 
in the group when we finally saw the ancient Inca settle-
ment of Machu Picchu. We had seen many Inca sites on 
the trek but Machu Picchu was magical, not only for its 
beauty but also because of the effort we had invested to 
reach it.

Our walk to the site was emotional but we also cavorted 
like happy children with the relief that we had reached 
our goal. We looked like bedraggled, footsore tramps 
(no showers for days!). I’d lost toenails, had blisters on 
blisters, gaffer tape chafing and I ached all over, but I will 
always remember with great fondness that day exploring 
the ruins with the people who had become  good compan-
ions and friends.

When we were ready to leave the site, we were herded 
into a local bus that plies between the site and a 
town away down the valley called Aguas Calientas. 
the narrow road was barely as wide as the bus 
with stark precipices on the side but we laughed 
and whooped with delight all the way down.  We’d 
made it to Machu Picchu and nothing could phase 
us!”

*Postcard sent from Peru to big sister Finella: 
“What a trip! Have trekked 3 days so far (writing this 
by torchlight), the toughest trek you could imagine, 
relentless but so beautiful. I’ve had to pull on all the 
resources I have and then some. Some have had 
to turn back. Hope I can make it through tomor-
row...” AnD sHE DID!

The £5000 raised by Dena and the money 
raised by the others in the group went towards 
rebuilding old shelters that were not fit for 
purpose and refitting them to house more sick, 
unwanted and abandoned animals.

Group photo at Machu Picchu
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A Visit to France and Belgium
Kenny Maciver recently spent time in 
France and Belgium where he visited the 
War Graves. Here he shares his thoughts 
about his pilgrimage.

the First World War is such a long time 
ago that for most of us any information we 
have has been from the pages of the history 
books, a story of happenings nearly 100 
years ago that mean very little to us. 

I have been on the committee of the loch a 
tuath War Memorial since it was formed. I 
felt it was important that we remember the 
young men we lost in the wars of the last 
century, but am of a generation that has 
never experienced war or the loss of war.  

three generations ago it was a very differ-
ent story. Every village in the country Iost of 
its young. the losses were so great that we 
cannot comprehend them. 

It was only last year I found out that both my grand-
fathers had lost brothers in the First World War. I was 
brought up as a child of those who had fought in the 
second World War, the Cogadh Mòr was even then in 
the distant past, and was very little talked about.

I have recently come back from the north of France 
where I saw the grave of one great uncle, and the 
name of my other great uncle inscribed on a memorial 
wall. the latter is remembered on our own memorial, 
although I had never realised that.

Alasdair Maciver (Alasdair Choinnich Dhòmhnaill 
Bhàin), 36 Coll, Ieft home 100 years ago, in August 
1914, joined up with the scots 
guards in glasgow, spent some 
time training at Caterham, left 
for France on December 1st and 
was killed on the 25th of January 
1915. Just over 50 days’ overseas 
service. He is remembered on the 
memorial wall at le touret and 
is one of over 400,000 service-
men who is buried in a grave 
marked “unknown soldier”. It was 
a strange feeling to know I was 
the first in the family ever to have 
had the opportunity to be there.  

I now have his short service record 
and a copy of my great grandfather 
Coinneach Dhòmhnaill Bhàin’s 
acknowledgement of receipt of 
his medals. the late Curla was 

named after him. 

It seems so long ago, but to my Aunty Katag who still 
lives in lincoln-shire, Alasdair was always known as 
her uncle “nach do thill”. not that far away really, and I 
had never realised our family had lost anyone.

And it is the same story for my Aunty Ina who lives 
near Edinburgh. I saw her uncle’s actual grave. He 
was norman Macleod, 31 lower Barvas. norman was 
killed on september 2, 1918. 

He had lived in north Dakota, had joined up in 
Winnipeg and was killed as the war was ending. 
I don’t think anyone in the family has ever before 
gone to visit the grave at vis en Artois. A thought. He 

joined the Independent Company 
of Foresters, but in France fought 
and died with the 85th Canadians, 
a nova scotian regiment.

When I told a lady at Arras, a 
scene of a very well-known battle, 
where I was going, she immedi-
ately acknowledged the price the 
Canadians had paid in that area.  

Ironically, my uncle, who was 
named norman after him, was 
killed in the second World War at 
the age of 18.    

Every one of our families has 
stories to tell of long forgotten war 
dead and wounded, as was the 
case with me.Norman Macleod

Kenny at the war graves
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the numbers were so huge that one cannot take 
them in. Over 900,000 from the uK alone. More from 
Russia, 1.7 million; germany 1.77 million; and France 
1.35 million. A total of over 8.5 million.

named graves, graves with no names, names on 
memorial walls. And all with their own story to tell, and 
now no one left alive to tell it. We have not even men-
tioned the 21 million wounded.

I attended the nightly ceremony at the Menin gate in 
ypres. I visited my late relatives’ last resting places at 
le touret and vis en Artois; saw the underground tun-
nels at Arras; stood in the trenches of both sides, and 
I was in a german cemetery too, accompanied by a 
german friend, and we pondered on the many on both 
sides who killed each other because that is what their 
country demanded of them. 

still, I could not take in the enormity of it all. neither 
could I really understand why they all so willingly gave 
up their lives, or what the reason for the carnage really 
was. 

In coming months we will mark the beginning of An 
Cogadh Mòr. It is right that we should do so, if only to 
remind ourselves of what the real cost of war is. not 

sanitised well-kept cemeteries, or engraved names on 
memorial walls, but grief and heartache at home and 
loss of life, limb and dignity at the battle front.

the stories, as they emerge, will tell of courage, cow-
ardice, valour, treachery, love, hate. they will tell of a 
generation who felt a profound sense of duty, whose 
loss was felt by our community and so many others. 

We still rightly remember in november every year. 

We shall remember them and maybe one day learn 
the lesson.

Barvas great uncle Tormod’s gravestone at Vis en Artois Cemetery 

In the trenches

The shadows at Vis en ArtoisFrom the Records book

Barvas great uncle’s name in grave register
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Mrs Kennedy
Pupils and staff wish to convey a sincere message of 
thanks to Mrs Kennedy for the diligence and dedication 
shown during her fourteen years of service to tong school.

the school which Mrs Kennedy inherited in the year 2000 
was a credit to the community under the strong and faithful 
leadership of Mrs Christine Morrison. During her tenure as 
Head teacher, Mrs Kennedy has maintained the school’s 
reputation.

Many duties have been completed “behind the scenes”, 
and this attention to detail has ensured continued success 
for the school and its pupils. none of this undertaken for 
personal gain; simply to ensure the children enjoy a wide 
range of experiences and acquire a variety of skills to build 
upon.

Mrs Kennedy is to be found at the centre of all activities, 
demonstrating the school motto: Be all you can be. 

two of the main initiatives which will forever be associated 
with Mrs Kennedy are the school and community garden 
and the Eco schools initiative. transforming an area of 
waste ground into a colourful, thriving and well-maintained 
garden was certainly not an easy project. Many hours were 
spent completing forms and meeting with various agen-
cies. this was all done without one word of complaint, but 
with one ambitious goal in mind. We soon discovered that 
when Mrs Kennedy sets her mind to something, there is 
no stopping her!  therefore, today we have a garden to 
be justifiably proud of and one which the whole community 
can enjoy.

tong school was the first in the Western Isles to be 
awarded a green flag to signify the status of being an Eco 
school. Again, this was a mammoth task, but one which 
was tackled with Mrs Kennedy’s customary determination, 
hard work and good humour. the project was undertaken 
because of the many skills the pupils would absorb through 
the process. the work is on-going and remains a key 
strength of the school.

It is said that teachers plant seeds of knowledge which will 
last forever. We believe the seeds of wisdom, kindness, 
diligence and compassion which Mrs Kennedy has planted 
within the school will continue to flourish in the future. We 
shall strive to follow her example and maintain the school 
motto.

We all thank Mrs Kennedy most sincerely for the dedicated 
service shown to the pupils and staff within her care.  the 
door of tong school will always remain open for visits! We 
wish Mrs Kennedy a happy and healthy retirement.

Staffing Changes
We are sad to say “goodbye” to our Principal teacher, Mrs 
Macleod, who leaves the island to work as an Education 
support Worker for Moray Council. Mrs Macleod taught 
within the school for three years and we are very apprecia-
tive of all the duties she has undertaken during her time at 
tong school. We will miss the sense of fun Mrs Macleod 
brought to the school and wish her well with her new job.  

Probationary teacher 
Mr Crozier also leaves 
the island to take 
up a teaching post 
with Aberdeenshire 
Council. Mr Crozier 
taught the P4/5 class 
this session and helped 
with many initiatives within the school, particularly with PE 
activities. Mr Crozier is a qualified secondary PE teacher 
and his skills have been utilised in many ways. We add 
a special message of thanks for the twice-weekly after 
school clubs organised by Mr Crozier and Mr Keith Bray. 

Fun Day
A great day was had by all at our annual Fun Day, held 
this year on Friday, 30th May. special features on the day 
included: a Punch and Judy show, gladiator ring, bouncy 
castle, a visit from local policemen, a variety of stalls and 
some sweet treats. the event was organised by the Fund-
Raising Committee, whose commitment throughout the 
year is much appreciated by staff and pupils. We wish to 
convey a big message of thanks to the large band of help-
ers who gave of their time to ensure the day was such a 
success.

Thank You
the family of the late Donald Macdonald wish to thank 
everyone who contributed to a collection organised in aid 
of Cancer Research. An incredible total of £1245 was col-
lected at the funeral service and subsequent donations on 
a Just giving site.  this is a fitting tribute indeed.

Fastest School In The West
Eighteen of our pupils participated in a Fun Run on 
saturday, 24th May. the school was named ‘the Fastest 
school in the West’, and all participants are to be con-
gratulated for their contribution. Individual awards were 
also presented to: Ewan Murray (P4), 3rd place for Boys 
Aged under nine years; Keith Bray (P2), 1st place for 
Boys Aged under nine years; Adam Mackinnon (P6), 2nd 
place for Boys Aged under thirteen years; tori Mackinnon 
(P6), 3rd place for girls Aged under thirteen years. Adam 

Tong School

Mrs Kennedy was arrested on Fun Day!
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Mackinnon was named as 
3rd overall and Keith Bray 
took 6th place. Well done 
to all.

Mrs Kennedy

Mrs Kennedy is a big teach-
er.  she is always good 
to us.  she is never lazy 
and never late for school.  
Mrs Kennedy is happy when 
we sprinkle kindness to her.  
Mrs Kennedy is a happy 
teacher.  Mrs Kennedy 
makes me feel proud.  this 
is Mrs Kennedy’s last day.  
We will miss Mrs Kennedy 
very much.  We were doing gaelic with Mrs Kennedy.  I 
remember learning about the animals.  I like Mrs Kennedy.  
When she comes back I will give Mrs Kennedy some books.  
tapadh leibh. 

By Ajay Primary 2

Our Head Teacher
Mrs Kennedy was the best Head teacher ever – Mrs 
Kennedy helped me out when it was my first day in school.  
Mrs Kennedy told us a gaelic song.  Mrs Kennedy helped 
me to find some friends like Cailean, Ewan and Adam M. 
Mrs Kennedy was very good with us.  she helped out with 
my work when I was in P2/3.

Mrs Kennedy is very, very good at gaelic.   she did a play 
and I was in it – tong school came 1st place.  In the finals 
of the Mod it was tong’s turn to do the play.  Fame was play-
ing.  Mrs Kennedy was dancing – Aaron, Cailean, Ewan and 
I were laughing so much.  you don’t normally see a head 
teacher dancing to Fame do you?

Bye, Mrs Kennedy, bye.  I hope you have had a good time 
in tong school.  I hope you have a good summer driving 
in your BMW.

By Harry P. 5

Our Head Teacher
Mrs Kennedy helped me with the Mod and choir.  In the 
choir I wore a kilt.  Mrs Kennedy helped me to practice 
often.  After the choir Mrs Kennedy bought the choir fizzy 

red juice from superdrug.  
We went to see two plays.  
tong school won the trophy.  
I will always have space in 
my heart for Mrs Kennedy.

By Rhia P3

Our Head Teacher
Mrs Kennedy is a great 
teacher and head teacher. 
she helped me a lot when 
I first came to tong school. 
Mrs Kennedy has always 
made sure everyone had the 
best time possible in tong 
school. she taught all the 
classes as well as any other 

class teacher.  Mrs Kennedy always encourages people to 
do things they really do not want to do.

Mrs Kennedy always helped me when I felt sick.  When the 
Mod was on she made sure nobody felt nervous.  If you 
were sick nervous or just sad she would do everything she 
could to make sure you had a smile on your face.  On non-
school uniform day she would always wear funny clothes 
like her onesie.  she helped to do fundraisers for our school 
trip to Fairburn.

I wish you a happy retirement.  you have been the greatest 
head teacher ever.  I hope you come and visit sometimes.  
thank you so much Mrs Kennedy.

From Drew P. 6

Mrs Kennedy
Mrs Kennedy is a good head teacher.  she is always busy.  
she is never late.  Mrs Kennedy is happy when we are 
happy.  Mrs Kennedy is leaving.  Mrs Kennedy makes me 
feel happy.  We will miss Mrs Kennedy.  Mrs Kennedy will 
come back to see us.

Matthew Primary 1

Sports Day
the sun shone on tuesday, 17th June and the children thor-
oughly enjoyed showing their sporting prowess. As part of 
Health Week, sports Day was held at the nicolson Running 
track and this proved an excellent venue. We add a special 
thank you to Mr Crozier for organising all the races.

Kirsty Wade shared her memories of competing 
as a Commonwealth Games athlete

P7 Prizewinners

Mr and Mrs Mackenzie at the nursery
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MuRDO MACKAy PlAnt HIRE

Access Roads, site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Back F.C.
Back From the Brink

When I last reported on the progress of Back FC the news 
wasn’t so good as we struggled to put together the same 
11 players for two games in a row. It wasn’t the best way 
to prepare for a long hard season and unfortunately it 
showed in our results as our form dipped and we crashed 
out of the early cups and slithered down the league.

the one shining light I noted was the ability of the young 
players coming through and they certainly proved me right 
as Back suddenly went on a decent run in the Highland 
Amateur Cup.

A double from young gordon Maciver was enough to see 
off a rejuvenated ness side with his second coming in the 
dying minutes. Anyone who thought this was a fluke per-
formance only had to turn up at the following game against 
Aths in the league to see the truth as we romped into an 
early two goal lead through gordon again and his younger 
compadre Colin Maclean.

Aths came back and eventually equalised but before the 
doom mongers could wring their hands in glee up popped 
another youngster, stuart Macdonald, to coolly slot home 
the winner.

Could we take this form through to the next HAM cup tie 
against the uniquely named KDM Ace City loyal? Well, 
yes and no.

not in the first half when we allowed them too much time 
on the ball and they stormed into a two goal lead at half 
time but after the break we stepped up a gear at long last.

Chris Macleod’s gazza-esque runs through midfield were 
a delight to watch, Andrew ‘Mowgli’ Macleod is the 
Duracell bunny as his energy levels never waned, Michael 
Maciver was inspirational in goal and Colin Maclean finally 
showed his sublime touch as he plucked the ball out of 
the air before confidently powering a shot into the corner 
of the net.

then with 94 minutes on the clock manager David Maciver 
finally let his emotions run free as he raced on to the pitch 
to celebrate a late Back equaliser and what a goal it was.

A boy as young as stuart Macdonald had no right to be 
that cool and that composed as he latched onto a loose 
ball in the box and passed the ball beyond the keeper. We 
were on equal terms and despite a further half hour it went 
to penalties.

If stuart has ice in his veins then Michael Maciver’s blood 
must be boiling as his constant ranting and raving at eve-
ryone including himself put him in the right frame of mind 
to ensure Back progressed into the quarter finals with 
two fantastic penalty saves leaving the way for Andrew 
‘Mowgli’ to slam home the winning penalty.

next up are Iochdar saints who beat us comfortably in 
the Co-op cup. If David Maciver can get his young guns 
firing on all cylinders then maybe, just maybe we can start 
to dream of a Highland Amateur semi-final at upper Coll.

now who would have thought that at the start of the sea-
son?

Peter O’Donnell

Back School Macleod Cup Football Team, 1996
Back row: Donald 'Dano' Macdonald, Duncan Fox (Back), Angus Allan Maciver (Tolsta), Kenneth Maclean (Tolsta), Andrew Macleod 
(Broadbay View), John Robert Clark (Upper Coll), Peter Maclean (Coll), David Macdonald (Gress), John Mitchell (Tong), Ewan Campbell 
(Tong), Ian Hird (Am Poileagan)
Front row: Jenna Stewart (Coll), Alasdair Mackenzie (Vatisker), Murdo Campbell (Upper Coll), Derek Beaton (Vatisker), David Maclean 
(Upper Coll), Gary Macleod (Broadbay View), Derick Macleod (Broadbay View)
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen garden Centre & Pet shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559
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Back in Time      
Obituary

We regret to record the death of Mrs Catherine Macleod, which 
occurred recently at 47 Vatisker.  The deceased, who was aged 39 
years, appeared to be in fairly good health until a few weeks pre-
vious to her passing.  Mrs Macleod, who was of a quiet and kind 
disposition, resided for a period in Inverness, when her husband, 
Pte. Malcolm Macleod, Cameron Highlanders, late of 14 Coll, 
was stationed there.  She is survived by her husband and 3 young 
children.  The funeral was largely attended. Her husband and her 
brother were the chief mourners.  

On Leave

On leave recently were:- Nurse Henrietta Macdonald, 50 Coll;  
Miss Johanna Mackenzie, NFS, 46 Back; Driver Angus Ferguson, 
Royal Engineers, 17 Gress; Agnes Martin, WAAF, 2 Gress;  Nurse 
M J Stewart, 17 Back;  Hugh Maciver, RNR, 37 Vatisker;  CPO 
Donald Smith, RNR, Lighthill, Vatisker;  CPO Donald Macleod, 
RNR, 37 Back;  Donald Martin, MN, 63 Back;  Donald Macleod, 
RNR, 47 Vatisker;  Murdo Macleod, RNR, 47 Vatisker;  Murdo 
Macleod, LMS Official, 40 Vatisker;  Kenneth Macleod, Stirling 
Constabulary, 49 Back;  Alexander Murray, MN, 62 Back;  Nurse 
C M Stewart, 17 Back;  Nurse Annie Maciver, 36 Upper Coll;  
Seaman Gunner Evander Stewart, 34 Upper Coll;  Jessie Mackay, 
WAAF, 28 Gress;  Kenneth Murdo Maciver, RNR, 15 Gress;  
Malcolm Maciver, RNR, 43 Coll;  Norman Macleod, RNR, 
Outend Coll;  PO Norman Macdonald, 50 Coll;  Neil Angus 
Macleod, RNR, School St, Vatisker;  Norman Campbell, RNR, 
6 Vatisker;  Norman Macleod, MN, 1 New Park, Vatisker;  PO 
Murdo Maciver, 36 Gress;  L Seaman Donald Martin, New Street, 
Back and Alexander Ferguson, RNR, Lighthill, Back.

Passed as Pilot

Among servicemen home on leave recently we were glad to see 
David, youngest son of Mr and Mrs Kenneth Murray, 7 Upper 
Coll, who has just completed his training in this country as a pilot 
in the RAF.  David was in the Nicolson Institute for a number of 
years previous to his enlistment.  He will shortly go abroad for 
further training.

Wedding

A wedding of much local interest took place recently when 
Margaret Ann, only daughter of Mrs Catherine Macdonald and 
the late John Macdonald, Lighthill, Back, became the bride of 
John Macleod, third son of Mr and Mrs Murdo Macleod, 28 
Cross, Ness.  The marriage ceremony was performed in the Back 
Free Church by Rev Roderick Mackenzie.  The bride, who looked 
beautiful in white satin with long tulle veil and shoes to match, 
was given away by her cousin, Mr Kenneth Macdonald, 20 Upper 
Coll and was attended by Miss Rhoda Macleod, Park House, 
Barvas, cousin of the bridegroom.  Miss Mary Thompson, 24 Coll 
was train-bearer.  The duties of groomsman were performed by 
Mr John Macdonald, the bride’s brother.  After the ceremony, a 
good number of guests were entertained and the health and hap-
piness of the newly-weds was duly toasted.  Many congratulatory 
telegrams were read and numerous useful presents were received, 

testifying to their popularity.  We wish them every happiness.

Church News

Rev Alexander Macleod, FSA (Scot), Govan, occupied the Back 
Free Church pulpit on Sunday last and preached with much 
acceptance.  Both diets of worship were largely attended, the 
congregation including a number of strangers.  This is the second 
occasion on which Rev Mr Macleod preached at Back during 
July.

5th Generation

Mrs Isabella Macleod, 13 Vatisker, who passed her 106th 
birthday last October, has lived to see the 5th generation of 
her family born.  On 13th June in Baltimore, USA, Dolina, her 
great-granddaughter, who was married a year ago, gave birth to 
a son, who is thus Mrs Macleod’s great great grandson, or as we 
say “dubh ogha”.  Mrs Macleod, who was born in the village of 
North Tolsta, is quite well in health and gets up every day. She 
possesses all her faculties except vision.  Her eldest daughter is 
72 years old.

Died on Active Service

News has been received by Mr and Mrs John Maciver, 47 Back, 
that their youngest son, Malcolm, a naval reservist, has died 
on active service afloat.  Previous to enlistment, Malcolm was 
engaged in the tweed industry.  After a period of training, he was 
drafted to Iceland where he spent 2 years.  He was in the English 
Channel during the landings in Normandy.  He was held in high 
esteem by all who knew him, and his death at the age of 37 years 
is a severe blow to his aged parents.  An elder brother, Donald, 
left to attend the funeral at a south of England port, but burial had 
taken place before he arrived.  Sincere sympathy is extended to 
the bereaved family.

TONG
Wounded

News was received some time ago by Mrs Stewart, 11 Tong, 
that her son, Pte. Kenneth Stewart, Cameron Highlanders, has 
been wounded in action on the Burma Front.  We now know that 
Kenny is progressing favourably and we all wish him a speedy 
recovery.

Home on Leave

Norman Macdonald, Navy, Hillside Cottage, Tong;  Chrissie 
A Macdonald (Munitions), Hillside Cottage, Tong;  Kenneth 
Macdonald, Navy, 4 Tong;  John Campbell, Navy, 16 Tong;  
James Maclennan, MN, 17 Tong;  Alex J Macleod, Navy, 14 Aird 
Tong;  Angus Finlayson, Navy, 24 Aird Tong;  Alex J Mackay, 
Navy,  27 Aird Tong;  Margaret Mackinnon, ATS, Aird Tong;  
Angus Mackinnon, MN, 37 Aird Tong;  Angus Maciver, Navy, 
33 Aird Tong;  Donald and George Maciver, MN,  23? Aird 
Tong;  Malcolm Maciver, youngest son of Mr and Mrs Malcolm 
Maciver,  Hillhead, Tong has been called up and is now serving 
with the army somewhere in Scotland.  Until recently Malcolm 
was working in a shipyard in the south.

     July/August 1944
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JOHN A FINLAYSON
JOInERy & BuIlDIng sERvICEs

JOHN ALEX FINLAYSON
JOInER

sPRIngsIDE HOusE
tOng, stORnOWAy
IslE OF lEWIs
07768 205834 / 01851 706567 AFtER 6PM

marion@finlayson24.fsnet.co.uk

Monthly Family Service
Tong Mission 2014

Every 3rd Sunday @ 12 Noon
 (With Crèche facilities)

***************
Sunday 20 July 2014

Preacher:  Rev. Alasdair I Macleod

&
Sunday 17 August 2014

Preacher:  Rev. Calum I Macleod
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Katie Bell Stewart, 29 Coll, 
feeding the hens,
1940s perhaps

Katie Bell Stewart, 29 Coll, 
sitting among the peat bags

Dòmhnall Charagan with 
a barrow of peats, 1979

Ivor Stewart, Gearraidh 
Ghuirm, taken on the MV 
Hertford in the late 1950s

Margaret 
Macmillan 
(Morrison), 
1 Upper Coll, 

in Glasgow 
in the 1960s
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On Monday 28th April fourteen members of the Caraidean 
boarded the ferry bound for ullapool where we were 
pleased to be met by spa Motors coach driver Alan, who 
had been our driver last year. It was a beautiful day and 
we enjoyed the journey to Inverness where we had a 
short stop before travelling on to Brodies for lunch and to 
stretch our legs. On arrival at the hotel we were greeted 
by Kelly, the Manageress, and settled into our rooms. 
Although it was a lovely day, it was so welcoming to have 
a big open coal fire in the reception area. some of our 
group went for a rest before dinner, while others sat out in 
the garden enjoying the warm sunshine. After dinner and 
coffee or tea in the lounge we had an early night. We were 
tired. One man was heard to say, “I’ve never gone to bed 
at nine o’clock!”

tuesday was another lovely day and our first venue was 
the Marine Aquarium at Macduff. It was utterly fascinat-
ing, all sorts of fish and sea life in the deep reef and sea 
floor. then there was the shallow waters and Jellyfish 
Zone and Kelp Reef. We stopped at the tank marked 
“sea Horses” but couldn’t see any until one of the attend-
ants came along to feed them and she said to keep our 
eyes on the sand at the bottom of the tank, then one by 
one these delightful short-snouted seahorses, not more 
than an inch long, rose up between the eelgrass to feed. 
they were quite difficult to spot. the male seahorse has 
a white pouch on his tummy where the female deposits 
her eggs. Daddy then incubates the eggs and gives birth. 
How’s that for a good idea! 

Another interesting tank was the shark nursery. We often 
find the empty dog-fish purses on the beach, but there 
they were all fertile and strung up like washing on a 
line. A card beside the tank said one of the sacs had a 
double yoke and they were hoping for twins! We would 
have liked to stay there longer but had to move on to 
Whitehills where we were booked for lunch. the Whitehills 
Restaurant The Galley is situated by the pier and we 
must give them a “plug”. Comfortable surroundings and a 
first class meal. Our bubbly waitress’s great grandmother 
came from tolsta Chaolais. 

We intended to go on to Fraserburgh but at Allan’s sug-
gestion decided to retrace our journey and stop in at 

Ballindalloch Castle (seat of the Clan grant), one of the 
few privately owned castles to have been lived in con-
tinually by its original family. Had we booked beforehand, 
the laird herself would have greeted us and shown us 
around. Ballindalloch is a working estate and their herd 
of Aberdeen Angus, started by her grandfather in 1860, 
is the oldest in the world. the grounds are beautiful with 
rock and rose gardens, river walks and a grass labyrinth 
and a children’s adventure playground with electric rail-
way. the extensive lawns were like green carpets, no 
moss there! the shrubs and plants were in full bloom and 
what a picture they made. Baby grouse strolled around 
quite unconcerned.

When we moved into the castle, it was quite simply 
jaw-dropping. their children must be very well behaved 
around the treasures in each room. Family snapshots 
were dotted around the room giving a feeling that it was 
indeed a loving family home. you would really need a 
whole day there to appreciate everything. We got back to 
the hotel with just fifteen minutes to spare before dinner.

On Wednesday we went onto spey Bay to visit tagnet Ice 
house. It was a cold day and the wind off the north sea 
made it even colder, so we headed straight to the visitor 
Centre for hot drinks while we waited for our booked tour. 
Any excuse for a cuppa! Part of the ice house is above 
ground but the majority is underground. It was used to 
store blocks of ice into which the salmon were packed 
before shipping to london, France and spain. Fishing got 
underway at tugnet in a commercial way in 1768 followed 
by the ice house, the biggest in the uK, being restored 
in 1830. the fishing season ran from February to August 
and a large crew worked three 8 hour shifts per day. A 
thousand salmon, five feet in length could be caught in 
a day, but on the final day of commercial fishing in 1993 
only fifteen fish were caught. We went underground and 
it was even colder there. One chamber had audio and 
visual displays of sea life, another of the implements used 
in the salmon fishing, digging out and hauling blocks of ice 
etc. and yet another with bones from whales and dolphins.  
the guide gave us a very interesting talk. 

We then boarded the bus and with the heating “full on” we 
went to Christie’s for lunch followed by some retail therapy 

Tong Caraidean Annual Trip

At Nethybridge Hotel

At Glenbogle
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in the shop and nursery garden there, before dropping in 
at the Biblical garden at Elgin and then back to the hotel. 
thursday was dry but chilly and we had a short trip to the 
speyside Centre noted for its heather and cloutie dump-
ling, and of course we  had the obligatory “cuppa” before 
a steam train ride from Broomhill to Aviemore and return, 
courtesy of the Hotel. unfortunately, the steam engine 
had broken down so we had a diesel one and the train 
was not heated. However, complementary hot drinks and 
shortbread as we travelled cheered us up. the station 
was called glenbogle (take the High Road) and we were 
accompanied on the train by the Fat controller of “thomas 
the tank Engine” fame. He was lovely, so jolly and had 
photos taken with him.

then we went on to Baxters for lunch. By that time the sun 
had come out and after a leisurely meal we drove back to the 
hotel vie lossiemouth, Hopeman and Burghead; an enjoy-
able journey. After dinner we gathered in the lounge for our 

u s u a l 
end of 

holiday chat.

Friday was a beautiful day and we were homeward 
bound, with a four hour stop in Inverness for shopping. 
Rev. Angus Alex and Helen enjoyed these hours with their 
family in the Black Isle.

We have to say a big thank you to Ian Macleod, tong, to 
MacBrayne’s crew for their assistance with travel and lug-
gage and to Alan for his safe driving. Our sincere thanks 
go to all who helped our fundraising efforts, the young 
ladies and teenagers who helped on the day of our light 
lunch, and of course to everyone who came to the lunch. 
We also thank Margaret and Con for the magnificent 
hamper for the raffle, to tong grazings Committee, and to 
individuals who gave monetary donations. Without your 
help we couldn’t have had our break. thanks also goes 
to nethybridge Hotel, especially Kelly. We would recom-
mend the hotel to any group organising a trip.

Nora Macdonald and Ishbel Grant at Brodie Castle Tugnet Ice House

A quick and easy family meal!

Ingredients

6-8 pork sausages (skin removed)

15ml oil

2 cloves garlic, crushed

1 onion, chopped

2 sticks celery, small dice

1 carrot, small dice

1 or 2 x 400g tins borlotti, cannellini or haricot beans, 
drained and rinsed

1 x 400g tin chopped tomatoes

125ml of water or vegetable stock. (I use Marigold)

salt and pepper

Chilli and herbs can also be added if you like.

grated cheese and chopped chives or parsley to garnish

Method

1. Heat oil in a medium size pan.  Cut sausages in 2 and 
fry sausages for 2-3 mins.

2. Add garlic and onion and fry for another 2-3 mins.

3. Add rest of ingredients.   Cover and simmer on a low 
heat for 30 mins.  you should have a thick mixture with 
the sausages slightly broken down.

4. Check seasoning and serve topped with cheese and 
parsley.

serve with pasta, mashed potatoes or garlic bread.

If you like, 100g finely chopped kale (i.e half a typical 
200g supermarket pack) can be added in the last 5 mins 
of cooking.

(Delighted to have a recipe sent in by a subscriber this 
month. Please send your favourite recipes in to Oisean 
a’ Chòcaire.)

Oisean a’ Chòcaire
Auntie Annie’s ‘Italian’ Sausage Casserole
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Alick Angus Graham, 19 Upper Coll, and Catriona 
Bhruce, 13 Upper Coll, circa 1953

Coinneach and Peigi Maciver, 81 Outend Coll, in their old 
age. They were the parents of Anna Bheag an Drochaid

Còisir Og a’ Bhac, Inverness, 1984Angus Mackenzie and Catriona, 51 Coll, and family, September 1951

Primary 6 Cycle Proficiency Certificates: tori MacKinnon, 
Adam Mackinnon, Eilidh Ferguson, Krysta Bray, Ben Maciver, 
scott Murray, Isla Buchanan, Chiemene MacDonald, Charlotte 
Penman, sophie graham, leona Morrison, Drew Maynard, 
Adam Finlayson

The Green Team Awards

Leaders: Caitlin MacDonald, Joanna Moore, Dulin Maclachlan, 
Donna MacIver

Medals: Charlotte Penman, Krysta Bray, scott Murray, Ben 
MacIver, Faith MacFarlane, grace Macleod, Rebecca MacIver, 
naomi graham, Rhia MacKay, liam MacDonald, grace thomson

P7 Young Leader Award Certificates: Dulin Maclachlan, 
Donna Maciver, Caitlin MacDonald, Joanna Moore, Alexander 
MacDonald, Benjamin MacDonald, Joshua Macleod, steven 
Macaulay, Murdo Morrison, steven Macleod

Mod Certificates: Rhia MacKay, Rebecca MacIver, Eilidh 
Ferguson, Katie Murray, naomi graham, Daniel James 
MacDonald, Donna MacIver, Krysta Bray, Faith MacFarlane

P7 School Leaver Certificates: Dulin Maclachlan, Donna 
Maciver, Caitlin MacDonald, Joanna Moore, Alexander 
MacDonald, Benjamin MacDonald, Joshua Macleod, steven 
Macaulay, Murdo Morrison, steven Macleod

Sports Champions: P1 girl: Joanna Bray; P1 Boy: David 
MacIver; P2 girl: Ruby MacMillan; P2 Boy: leon Ferguson; P3 
girl: Edith MacFarlane; P3 Boy: Keith Bray; P4 girl: Rianna 
Mckelvie; P4 Boy: Ewan Murray; P5 girl: Faith MacFarlane; P5 
Boy: Harry Bray; P6 girl: Krysta Bray; P6 Boy: Drew Maynard; 
P7 girl: Caitlin MacDonald; P7 girl: Dulin Maclachlan; P7 Boy: 
steven Macleod

Diligence Awards: P1 sarah Maclean; P2 liam MacDonald; 
P3 Joel Ferguson; P4 sarah MacPherson; P5 Kelci smith; P6 
Chiemene MacDonald; P7 Murdo Morrison

Mathematics Award: steven Macaulay

Computing: Joshua Macleod, Alexander Macdonald

Eco-Champion Award: Joanna Moore, Caitlin Macdonald

Loch A Tuath Cuach: Dulin Maclachlan

Religious & Moral Education: steven Macleod

Citizenship Cup: Benjamin Macdonald

Academic Achievement Cup: Donna Maciver

The Macdonald Cup For Example: Joanna Moore

The Kennedy Cup For Leadership: steven Macleod

Tong School Prize Winners, 2014
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July is no doubt the most colourful month of the 
year, when the bedding plants are often at 
their best.  It is the month 
when least work 
needs to be done 
in the garden, 
and when the 
result of your 
hard work 
can be really 
enjoyed, as 
you admire 
the surround-
ing plant life 
with its variety o f 
colours, whether in pots or borders, trees, shrubs, 
flowers or grass.  It is a month when you find time 
to study and appreciate the pleasure of garden-
ing and the wildlife which it attracts, especially the 
birds, as they come to feed and drink and bathe 
in the birdbath.  Flocks of sparrows with 
their newly-hatched young are a joy 
to watch as they suddenly converge 
to enjoy the ready available food 
supply and seed.  It is also a time 
when one gets new ideas, which 
entails planning and changing; for 
taking cuttings and dead heading 
and watering.  But it is the time of 
year which attracts unwelcome visitors 
who also want a share of your garden - we 
call them pests, especially slugs which can move 

freely under the foliage.

I notice a white spittle-like foam on some foliage, 
especially this year, which I understand is caused 

by what is known as the spittle bug, the foam 
being its secretion, which craftily hides this 
small insect, invisible to the eye until you 
remove the spittle.  though the damage is 
minimal, it still causes the leaves to curl so 
I usually remove it by hand, though others 

blast it away with the water-hose.  no month 
is pest free as we still have to contend with 

the cabbage butterfly when it is most active, as 
well as the white, black and greenfly.  July is when 
the potato is susceptible to blight and needs to be 
sprayed.  If you have tomatoes under glass look out 
for aphids.

so let me conclude with the words of the author, 
H.E. Bates, who was a keen gar-

dener, “A garden should be 
in a constant state of 

fluid change, expan-
sion, experiment, 
adventure; above 
all it should be an 
inquisitive, loving, 
but self-critical jour-
ney on the part of its 
owner.”

From the Poileagan

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...July in the Garden

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
to give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(uK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to lAtn or cash 
for £33.44 to Mrs M. A. Davidson, 3a new street, 
Back, Isle of lewis, Hs2 0lH.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £33.44
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Cabbage 
butterfly

S p i t t l e 
bug
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S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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Còisir Loch a Tuath, Edinburgh, 1986

Wedding Telegrams
These are some examples of wedding telegrams 
received by Loch a Tuath News readers in years gone 
by. If you have any others then please send them in!

May the roof of your home never fall in and the couple 
within never fall out.

Dreams come true in a double bed here’s quads at ten 
bob a head.

May your nest be ever blessed lined with love and hap-
piness.

god help the driver on a night like this.

Congratulations on the high seas of matrimony may 
you both have a bon voyage.

May your happiness be like your wedding ring, endless.

If boat and train speed by thoughts, we would be with 
you tying the knot.

He who made the roses bloom, bless and guide the 
bride and groom.

May you always share a kindly fate and your journey’s 
end be the golden gate.

May more than a fence run round your back yard.

successful marriage you two can’t miss, so here’s to 
lots of wedded bliss.

What a day you are having what a night your expecting.

We wish you wealth, we wish you gold in store, we wish 
you Heaven after death, what could we wish you more.

Caught now, cot later

May heaven’s blessings cement your union, continu-
ous happiness your mutual portion.

White ale this year, white nappies next year.

Health, wealth and happiness galore, spoons and rat-
tles on the floor.

May your joys be as deep as the snow in the glen and 
your sorrows as few as the teeth in a hen.

May the vows of man and wife be the treasures of your 
life.

new loud speaker just fitted please report position at 
midnight.

It’s a cold wedding day we pray it turns the other way 
and continue always with god’s Blessing.

May your matrimonial voyage be always in calm waters.
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10 YEARS AGO 
The July/August 2004 Loch a Tuath News had 
photos of Back Càirdeas and Tong Caraidean’s 
recent trips to the mainland and Mr Yelom (Moley) 
retired from his Loch a Tuath News duties.

In the News in July and August 2004:

1 July: vatican City gains full membership rights in 
the united nations except voting.

3 July: BBC newsreader natasha Kaplinsky and 
her dance partner Brendan Cole are crowned series 
champions as the first series of strictly Come Dancing 
reaches its grand final.

17 year old Russian Maria sharapova defeats serena 
Williams 6-1 6-4 to win Wimbledon.

4 July: greece wins the European Championships in 
Portugal, beating the hosts 1-0 in the final.

6 July: the Queen unveils a memorial fountain to 
Diana, Princess of Wales.

14 July: the Butler Inquiry releases its report, mildly 
criticising the government in their use of intelligence 
relating to Weapons of Mass Destruction in Iraq.

25 July: lance Armstrong wins his sixth tour de 
France. He would subsequently be stripped of all his wins 

From the Archives...

A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

after confessing to doping offences.

29 July: us senator John F. Kerry of Massachusetts 
accepts the Democratic nomination for President of the 
united states at the 2004 Democratic national Convention 
in Boston. 

13-29 August: the 2004 summer Olympics are held in 
Athens. great Britain wins a total of 9 gold, 9 silver and 12 
bronze medals. 

16 August: Boscastle flood of 2004: flash floods destroy 
buildings and wash cars out to sea in Cornwall.

28 August: Kelly Holmes wins her second gold medal, in 
the 1500m, at the 2004 summer Olympics, after previously 
winning the 800m.

uK number One singles in July and August 2004 included 
usher with ‘Burn’, shapeshifters with ‘lola’s theme’ and 
natasha Bedingfield with ‘these Words’.

Back Càirdeas Trip to Pitlochry, outside Highland Folk Museum, Newtonmore, 2004

Three generations of Tong School friends 
were united at York, 2004

Rev. Iain D. Campbell making a presentation 
to Mr. Yelom (Moley), 2004



33

Bethesda Walk
the annual Bethesda sponsored walk took place on saturday 31st May.  Calum Iain and Dina, along with 
several other Broadbay enthusiasts, took to the vicinity of sron ulladale in Harris.  In partnership with a

Bethesda team of over twenty the 14 K trek was accomplished in around five hours.  the weather was 
superb.  the day was enjoyed by all.  Over £1,200 was raised for Bethesda Hospice.  this total does not 
include gift Aid so the final figure will be significantly more.  Calum Iain and Dina would like to sincerely thank 
all sponsors for their generosity and support.

Ciorstaidh Bell Aonghais Dhòmhnaill 
Ruaidh, Calum a’ Bharl, 1951

Dollag Dhòmhnaill Ruaidh, 10 
Back, September 1951
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Malcolm Maciver (Calum Gholly)
My family and I recently lost our much 
loved father, the late Malcolm Maciver 
(Calum gholly), originally of Hillhead, 
tong. As coincidence would have it, I 
picked up a recent edition of loch a 
tuath news and there amongst the 
pages was an article entitled “Home 
on leave”. the article was about boys 
from the area who were fighting for 
their country during the second World 
War. 

After reading and re-reading the article, 
it became clear that one of the young 
men referred to in the article was my 
father. Picking up from the article, per-
haps your readers would be interested 
in some of the other aspects of his rich and happy lifetime.

like many men from the Hebrides, Malcolm Maciver was 
a man of two identities. the first being “Calum gholly” the 
fun loving boy from tong who moved south to find work, 
married and stayed. this is how his kinsmen and friends on 
lewis will visualise and relate to him. the second identity 
was that of Malcolm Maciver, the much respected retired 
Policeman, which is how his colleagues, friends and neigh-
bours will remember him.

As his direct family, my sisters and I have had the privilege 
of knowing both aspects of this character and our lives are 
all the richer for it. 

Calum was the youngest of three boys born to Calum 
Maciver (Calum gholly) and his wife Margaret, (née 
Maclennan). His brothers, Angus and Roddy, were much 
older, being in their teens when Calum was born. this age 
difference meant that Calum had an already established 
reputation to live up to. He attended the local school, origi-
nally under the well documented and feared headmaster, 
John gunn, and soon became known as one of “the lads”, 
always in the thick of any pranks and mischief.

On leaving school, at fourteen years of age, Calum went 
to work with an uncle, 
carrying out building 
and groundwork main-
tenance at lews Castle. 
He soon earned a repu-
tation by his ability to 
always feed the men 
herring and potatoes. 
He could always get 
supplies from the fisher-
men in the harbour. the 
men were very pleased, 
and so were the sea-
gulls from the supply of 
uneaten sandwiches!

At the age of seven-
teen Calum was sent 
to glasgow to work in 

Connells shipyard as part of the war 
effort and in 1944 he was called up 
to the Royal Artillery, Field squadron. 
After initial training, Calum was sent to 
India where he was soon promoted to 
sergeant and put in charge of a supply 
depot. Following India’s Independence 
in 1947, he was sent home and was 
finally demobbed in March 1948. India 
certainly left a lasting impression on 
young Calum. Amongst other things, 
he learned another language (urdu) 
with which he surprised many people 
in later years by his ability to speak in 
their native tongue. this ability he kept 
all his life. His other linguistic gift came 
in handy with persistent call centre 
staff. not many of them could cope 
with gaelic.

Following demobilisation, his next job was with the Air 
Ministry Police at Ringway (now Manchester International 
Airport). During this time he met Cicely, his future wife. 
Calum transferred from the Air Ministry to Cheshire 
Constabulary, initially at Hoole, Chester in 1949. Calum 
and Cicely were married in 1949 and in 1950 he was 
transferred to Wilmslow, Cicely’s home village and in 1951 
moved to stalybridge, Cheshire, where he was stationed for 
nine years. During this time Calum earned a reputation as a 
tough but fair bobby and worked hard to pass his sergeants’ 
Exams. In 1959 Calum was transferred to Winsford in the 
heart of Cheshire. By this time, Calum and Cicely had a 
son, Malcolm, and two daughters, sheena and Frances. 
After Winsford, Calum gained experience in CID at Chester 
City.

One of the annual highlights for the Maciver family was the 
annual pilgrimage to a house in Hyde, Cheshire, where 
family and friends, mostly with tong connections, from all 
over the country converged for the new year Celebrations 
in the true Hebridean Manner.  In the severe winter of 
January 1963, Calum and family missed their new year 
Celebrations, due to being transferred to a large country 
beat at tattenhall, Cheshire, where he was given a black 
Morris Minor, with a police sign on the roof and his own 
Police station. During this period, by great coincidence, his 
cousin turned up living less than quarter of a mile away in 
the same village.

Calum was promoted to sergeant in 1965 and the family 
transferred back to stalybridge. During his second nine year 
spell at stalybridge, Calum saw a new Police station open 
and stalybridge becoming a part of greater Manchester. 
Calum quickly gained a reputation as a leader and mentor 
for the younger constables.

under the greater Manchester regime, in 1974, Calum 
transferred, as station sergeant, to the next town, Ashton-
under-lyne. In 1976 Calum was promoted to Inspector, 
based at Cheadle–Hulme in the stockport Division. 

Calum’s first grandchild, victoria was born in 1980 and he 
retired from the Police in 1981.

Malcolm Maciver

Malcolm Maciver c. 1946
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not being ready to “go out to grass”, Calum took a job 
with the law society – legal Aid Board, commuting daily 
between stalybridge and Central Manchester until he finally 
retired in 1991. 

On his retirement, Calum spent much of his time helping 
others, holding keys for many neighbours’ houses, visiting 
friends and relations and looking after his “best mate” and 
grandson Calum. together they would embark on many DIy 
projects. grandad’s shed was a veritable Aladdin’s’ cave, as 
grandad never threw anything away. to this day, it makes 

steptoe’s yard 
look tidy. this 
said, he always 
had an idea of 
what was there 
and where to 
find it. I think 
the swearing 
had something 
to do with the 
location pro-
cedure.  the 
start of young 
Calum’s sport-
ing career hap-
pened when 
they found a 
lost golf ball 
on a walk. to 
show his curi-
ous grandson 
what the funny 
ball was for, 

Calum manufactured a home made golf club. this was the 
start of a successful career with young Calum becoming 
Junior Captain and the youngest ever Champion of his club.

throughout their school and university careers, victoria 
and young Calum were supported and encouraged by their 
grandad and his unlimited supply of bacon butties and full 
English breakfasts.

Calum was sadly widowed, losing his beloved 
Cicely, in 2006.

Although he never complained about it, Calum 
went through a period of severe pain, with 
arthritis, and in 2006 and 2007 he had two hip 
replacement operations. On his return from 
hospital following the first one, I had arranged 
to stay with him for a few days to help out. In 
his usual independent way he told me that this 
would not be necessary. the difference these 
operations made was tremendous. He also 
had cataracts removed from both eyes, which 
meant he could, again, see where he was 
going when driving his car. 

Whatever he did in his life, Calum always had 
strong opinions and was always prepared to 
state and defend them. He was an avid reader 
of newspapers and liked to watch the tv news 

to keep up with world affairs and sport. He was always hap-
piest when he was surrounded by and catering for his fam-
ily. He had his favourite shops such as: Aldi, Morrison’s, the 
Chinese Pound shop, or the local tripe shop which he used 
to visit regularly.  We all went round to his house regularly 
where we were always given a good feed.

He also liked to go and visit friends and relations, particu-
larly those who were not as fit and healthy as he was.

When he could not visit, such as when his grandson emi-
grated to Australia, Calum took full advantage of modern 
technology to keep in touch. He used to look forward to 
“Facetiming” or “skypeing” young Calum every sunday. It 
was the highlight of his week. He also became adept at 
using google Maps to see where people lived, so he was 
not so remote. As well as Australia, one of his most regular 
google visits was the Isle of lewis.

When his parents were still alive, Calum and his family used 
to visit tong for a month every year, but in his latter years, 
he did not return to his home island. He always maintained 
an interest for the place and kept in touch with friends and 
relations. He also subscribed to the local papers and peri-
odicals to keep abreast of current events and since getting 
his satellite dish he was an avid watcher of BBC Alba. He 
particularly enjoyed listening to the music and always fol-
lowed the Mod when it was televised.

you could always tell when he was in conversation with 
people “from home” because he would slip naturally back 
into gaelic. During his last stay in hospital, he confused the 
nurses, by, occasionally, drifting into gaelic. It was plain to 
all that wherever Calum was, his heart was in the islands.

We can only be thankful for having known Calum, who was 
blessed with a rich and happy life and who always had time 
for others.

He was our Dad. He will be greatly missed, but always 
remembered.

22nd July 1926 – 29th April 2014

The Maciver family c. 1958

The family
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Material for  
publication in the SEPTEMBER issue of Loch a Tuath 

News must be in before WEDNESDAY 20th AUGUST 2014

40th Reunion 2014
Back row: Murdo Macleod (vatisker Park), Donald Maclean (Coll), Don Murray (gress), Kevin Anderson (tong), gareth Edwards (Coll), 
Murdo Maclennan (gress), Murdo Murray (tolsta)
Middle row: neil Riddell (tong), Morag Maclean (tong), Elaine Macleod (tong), Donna Maciver (tong), Donna grant (tong), Margaret 
Martin (Coll), Kathleen Murray (tong), Derek Macdonald (tolsta)
Front row: Janette Macritchie (tolsta), Elizabeth Macinnes (tong), Anna Maciver (tolsta), Annabel Maciver (tolsta), sheena Maclean (Coll), 
Catherine Anne Murray (upper Coll), Margaret stewart (Back), Jayne Murray (Back)
Photograph by Malcolm Macleod Photography

S2C, 1987-88
Back row: Fiona Mackenzie 
(gress), Jonathan Maciver 
(Coll), Morag Maclean 
(tong), Derek Macdonald 
(tolsta), Jayne Murray (Back)
Middle row: stuart Macleod 
(tolsta), Donald t Maclean 
(Coll), Doris Dunn (Police 
station), Murdo Murray 
(tolsta), Murdo Macleod (Am 
Poileagan)
Front row: Mary Mackinnon (tolsta), Elaine Macleod (tong), Margaret stewart (Back), Angus Macleod 
(teacher), Catherine Anne Murray (upper Coll), grace thomson (tong), Catriona Macleod (tolsta)


