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We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 

Fàilte
Welcome to the June issue of Loch a 
Tuath News. Thanks go to all our contribu-
tors who, as always, give our magazine 
such variety.
It is very obvious in this month’s magazine 
that the main event in Sgìr a’ Bhac in May 
was the launch of Memories of Sgoil a’ 
Bhac Through the Ages. I, like many oth-
ers, have found that once you start reading 
it and studying the many wonderful photos 
it is ‘unputdownable’.  It is a fantastic 
archive and social history and along with 
everyone else, I congratulate the Book 
Group, who put it all together. For all the 
dedication and hard work of neil, Angus, 
Chriselle, Finella and Murdo, I cannot do 
other than praise them. The publication is 
one of which to be very proud.
The nicolson Institute Senior Girls’ 
Football Team were victorious in winning 
the Scottish cup in the Scottish Schools’ 
final and in the team were five girls from 
the Back area. not only that, their coach-
es are from Sgìr a’ Bhac also. A great 
achievement by them all.
As the Angling Season Opens the Gress 
Angling Association looks forward as well 
as back. ‘Tight lines’ to all anglers. Callum 
Maciver shares the second part of his 
early days in the Merchant navy and 
continuing the Maritime theme once more, 
you can read the interview John Gunn, 
who lives in Gress and who has just retired 
from fifty years working with Cal Mac. 
There is information on a documentary on 
BBC Tv on the Whale Hunters of Britain 
which promises to be of great interest and 
has local input.

Don Macdonald has launched Siar Shop.
co.uk a new way of using eBay for buyers 
and sellers in the Western Isles. Don’s 
enterprise, which is bilingual, is to be com-
mended and you can find out all about this 
new venture in our pages.
Read all about a very unusual birthday 
celebration in Blues Trail of America and 
check out new team strips of the under 14 
team of Back FC. Last, but not least, As 
na Bailtean is packed with news and all 
our regular features are also there: Anns a 
Ghàrradh, From the Manse, Back in Time 
and From the Archives.
For Facebook afficionados, the Loch a 
Tuath news page now has 387 likes and 
would love to have your news, comments 
and photos.
As we move towards the centenary in 
August, of the outbreak of the First World 
War, please remember if you have any 
anecdotes, photographs or memorabilia in 
your family history from that time, please 
let us know. Some readers have already 
provided us with some wonderful material, 
still to be printed, and we would love to 
have more contributions from you.
Finally, I must apologise for the wrong 
photograph accompanying ‘Coll Boys, 
Murdo Maciver’, last month. The person 
in the inset was not Murdo, but his friend 
Seònaidh Aonghais Dhòmhnaill Ruadh. 
The photograph had been wrongly cap-
tioned when it first appeared, and although 
it had been later corrected, therein lay the 
problem.
Anna Tucker
Front cover: Back district members of the 
Nicolson Institute Senior Girls’ Football 
Team
L to R: Jack Bain, Mairi Maclennan, 
Nicole Maclean, Eleanor Smith, Leanne 
Macdonald, Isabelle Bain, Catherine Ann 
Macleod.
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As NA 
BAilteAN

cook in Lewis Castle College, was 
for a short time in a Glasgow hos-
pital.

Welcome
We would all like to welcome 
Christine and Dollan Macdonald 
back to the Poileagan. The lights 
are on in Taigh Dhòmhnaill Ghoidy 
again, and we wish Christine and 
Dollan a long and happy retirement.  
Their son Seumas works at Dun 
Berisay Care Home and it is good 
to see him making his way back and 
fore. Their son Derek is also back 
and fore from sea and eldest son 
Don is not far away as he lives down 
at the machair in the house known 
as Taigh Mhurchaidh Dearg. Rev. 
Macdonald had been a minister in 
Kinloch for the past  sixteen years 
and was previously at Kilmuir on the 
Isle of Skye.

50th Wedding Anniversary 
Congratulations

Murdo Macdonald and Mairi 
Macdonald were married at Back 
Free Church on 4th February 1964 
by the Rev. M. Macaulay. The best 
man was John neil (Outend Coll) 
the groom’s brother, and the brides-
maids were Carol Freer (the bride’s 
niece), Mairi Kerr and Chrissie 
Macaskill (the groom’s nieces). The 
reception was held at the Crown 
Hotel.

Murdo and Mairi at their recent Golden 
Wedding Celebration

Mairi and Murdo celebrated their 
special occasion with a sumptuous 
meal at Bunchrew House.

(See P32 for a group photo of Murdo 
and Mairi with some of their guests 

BAck/VAtisker
The Late Donnie Smith

It is with regret and much sadness 
that the passing, after a long illness, 
of Donnie Smith, 37 vatisker, is 
recorded in our village news.

Donnie was a Stornoway boy, a 
cove, and that was very evident 
by the good number of ‘town’ peo-
ple that attended his funeral on 
Saturday 17 May.

Donnie married and settled in Buaile 
an Ochd almost fifty years ago. He 
and Katie Mary uilleam Chaluim 
would have celebrated their Golden 
Wedding anniversary in a few 
months’ time but that was sadly not 
to be.

As a young man Donnie spent some 
years in the Merchant navy, a time 
which he fondly remembered and 
often spoke about when he met old 
shipmates. Donnie was by nature an 
unassuming person who was well 
liked by all working colleagues in the 
building trade. After his time at sea 
he served his time as a slater/rough-
caster, a trade where one needed to 
work hard. He was a grafter.

unfortunately, a debilitating severe 
stroke laid him low for the last seven 
years. Despite all his difficulties, he 
continued to the end very patient 
and reconciled to his condition, in 
the tender nursing care given by 
Katie Mary, the family and carers. 

To all of them, and to all the grand-
children who were so fond of their 
grandfather, and also to Donnie’s 
brother, we extend much sympathy.

Back Home from Hospital

Two Poileagan ladies, who in recent 
weeks were receiving medical treat-
ment in mainland hospitals are now 
back home and it is hoped that both 
will benefit from their stay in hospi-
tal.

Catherine Maclennan (Catriona 
a’ Ghrass), 42 Back was for sev-
eral weeks in Raigmore Hospital 
and Catriona Wilson (Catriona an 
Olaich), who was for many years a 

at their wedding).

Memories through the Ages

The Back School Book was suc-
cessfully launched on Friday, the 9th 
of last month, but unfortunately due 
to a technical fault with the binders 
the demand for this unique publica-
tion could not be met on the night.

The good news is that delivery of the 
rest of the books is promised before 
the end of May, so by the time you 
read this, it will be available locally 
and in town.

n.B. The price is £14.99 and post-
age to uK addresses is about £5 as 
the book is quite heavy.

WW1 Remembered

extracts from Loyal Lewis, Back/
vatisker districts wills (D.v.) will be 
in the next edition of LATn.

coll
Bereavements

Our sympathy goes to Calum 
MacDonald (Pomman), formerly of 
50 Coll and Tong, on the sudden 
death of his wife Mina. Calum and 
his wife were lovingly cared for 
by their daughter Katie Ann and 
family after moving over with them 
to Knock, Point, a few years ago. 
Dollag, their eldest daughter and her 
family are also in our thoughts.

Our condolences go to Alex John, 
Joan and family, Glen Fyne, Shorehill 
on the death of Alex John’s niece 
Rachel at the tender age of sixteen 
years. We also send our sympathy 
to Jessie Bell Mackay, 60 Coll, her 
great-auntie, and to her family.
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Our sympathy also goes to Willie 
Maclean and family 42b Coll on the 
death of his cousin Donnie Smith, 
37 vatisker, and to Donnie’s brother 
Willie and family in Stornoway. Katie 
Mary and family in vatisker are also 
in our thoughts at this sad and dif-
ficult time. 

In Hospital
Best wishes to Mary Ann Macleod 
(Banntrach Iain Darridh) 42a Coll, 
who at the time of writing is in the 
Western Isles Hospital after a fall at 
her home.

Our good wishes also go to Chrissie 
Macleod (Banntrach Spread), 14 
Coll, who has just had a new knee, 
also at the Western Isles Hospital. 
We do hope you are both making 
good progress. 

Wedding Congratulations
We send our congratulations and 
very best wishes to Lauren Anne 
Stewart, daughter of Simon and 
Marina, 28a Coll and Thomas Latta 
Miller from Dundee who got married 
on 3 April 2014.

Their marriage ceremony and recep-
tion took place at Fingask Castle, 
Perthshire. We wish Lauren and 
Thomas many years of happiness 
and health as they begin their mar-
ried life together.

Lauren and Thomas

Back School Memories 
The Community must thank the 
committee of the new Back School 
Book for all the hard work they put 
into the writing of the book, complete 
with hundreds of pictures with very 

few names missing which in itself 
must have been an enormous task. 
There are many hours of reading to 
be enjoyed and many happy and 
sad hours of memories when we see 
all those who are no longer with us.

To Finella Macdonald  (nighean 
Sheumais Choisy), Murdo 
Macdonald (mac Mhurchaidh a 
Stal), neil Murray (Mac Sheumais 
a’ Ghobha), Chriselle Bain (nighean 
Ishbal Bhobshy) and last but by no 
means least Angus Morrison (Mac 
Sheòrais Thiugs) who provided the 
I.T. skills. Thanks again for Sgoil a’ 
Bhac - Memories through the Ages.

toNg
Village Condolences
We were all so saddened to hear 
of the tragic death at a young age 
of Rachel Waters, daughter of 
Kathleen and Paul Watts, Kingussie, 
granddaughter of the late Morag and 
Moley Macleod, formerly Ford view 
Tong. We extend our sincere sympa-
thy to her parents, her sister Marion, 
brother Paul and all the relatives in 
the district and further afield.

We were so sorry to hear that Marion 
Macleod, Bean a’ Cheistear,from 
Morrison Square passed away 
recently in Dun eisdean Care Home. 
We extend our sincere sympathy to 
her brother William in Stornoway 
and to the family at home and away.

The village was also sorry to hear 
that Calum MacIver, mac Chaluim 
Gholly, originally from Hillhead 
Tong passed away in Stalybridge, 
england recently. We extend our 
sincere condolences to his family, 
daughters Sheena and Fran and 
to his son Calum and their families 
at this time. We also remember his 
relations in the village.

We were sorry to hear that Mina 
Macdonald, formerly from Morrison 
Terrace Tong passed away recent-
ly. We send our deepest sympathy 
to her husband Calum and to her 
daughters Katie Anne and Dolina 
and their families at this time. Mina 
had been unwell for some time and 

was being looked after by her daugh-
ter in Knock, Point.

Johnny Mackenzie, 85 Farne Drive, 
Simshill, Cathcart, but formerly 40 
Aird Tong, passed away in Glasgow 
having been unwell for some time. 
We remember his wife Janette, his 
daughter Julie and the grandchil-
dren at this time. His other daughter 
Jennifer passed away some time 
ago. We also remember his only sis-
ter Ann, who lives in Inverness.

We were so sorry to hear that 
Donald Macleod (Weems,) 14 Aird 
Tong, passed away in Auckland, 
new Zealand. We remember his 
wife and family at this sad time. His 
sister Annabel is also especially in 
our thoughts. 

Newcomers to the Village
We are delighted to welcome the 
new owners of 3a Aird Tong, Isabel 
Ann (Martin) and her husband 
Ali MacDonald who comes from 
Lingerbay Harris. The original own-
ers, Angus and Ishbel MacDonald 
would be delighted that a grand-
daughter of their dear friends, 
Seonag and James (Libby) MacIver, 
were the new owners of their home. 

To quote their daughter Mary, who 
lives in new Zealand “I was really 
chuffed that Maggie’s daughter is 
moving to no.3. How apt, an Ishbel 
too. Her own mum, aunt and uncle 
used to visit most mornings to see 
the babies.”  We also have to con-
gratulate Isabel and Ali on the birth 
of their baby son, Murdo Angus who 
was born just a few days after the 
flitting. 

Although our beaches do not com-
pare with Harris beaches, according 
to Ali Macdonald, it is worth men-
tioning that we now have a newly 
refurbished road to the beach in Aird 
Tong.

Driving Test Congratulations
Two teenagers from Aird Tong 
passed their driving test on the first 
attempt. We congratulate Coinneach 
Smith, Maranatha Aird Tong and 
Marina MacIver 3 Aird Tong, and 
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trust that they will both enjoy many 
happy years of safe driving.

Football Success
We congratulate the nicolson Girls 
Football team on winning The 
Scottish Shield Championships. 
Although a few of the team mem-
bers come from the district of Back, 
we would like to especially men-
tion eleanor Smith, Maranatha, Aird 
Tong , who was the Skipper of the 
winning team. Well done all.

Caretaker Wanted
Tong Community Centre are current-
ly looking for a caretaker who will 
take over from Mr. George Moody 
who retired recently. Anyone wishing 
to show an interest should do so in 
writing to the TRA Chairperson c/o 
Tong Hall. 

Upper coll
Condolences
We are very sorry to report the 
death in Lower Hutt, Wellington, 
new Zealand of Hector Macdonald 
(eachainn a’ Stal) formerly of 20 
upper Coll. Hector, who will be 
remembered fondly by many in Col 
uarach passed away after a short 
illness. He and his wife Mary from 
north Tolsta, who predeceased him 
in 2013, and their baby son William, 
emigrated to new Zealand in the 
50s.

The sympathy of the community 
goes to eachainn’s children William, 
Ishbel, Christina and Kenneth. We 
also remember his last surviving 
sister, Ishbel, in Inverness.

We also send our sympathy to 
Dolina Mackay and her husband 
Iain, 51 upper Coll on the death 
of Dolina’s mother, Mairi Finlayson 
who lived at Cross, Skigersta Road, 
ness. We also think of Mairi’s sister, 
Seonag Thomson, 40 upper Coll, at 
this sad time.

Fishermen’s Funeral Fund 
Collecting
Please note that George Stewart 
has retired from his duties of collect-
ing the upper Coll  funeral funds and 
grateful thanks is given to George 

for all his time given to collecting  
monies over the last number of 
years. Colin Tucker 10c upper Coll, 
has taken over George’s duties and 
at present the dues for December 
2013 are being collected. Payment 
can also be made at the voluntary 
Association Office on Francis Street, 
Stornoway.

On a historical note the “Funeral 
Fund Association for Lewis 
Fishermen and Women” was started 
when some fisher girls and men 
sadly died far from home and it was 
not possible to bring their remains 
back to the island because of the 
finances involved.

Please contact Colin at the above 
address if you require any further 
information.

A Special Birthday
Congratulations and very best wish-
es are sent to Mrs Ishbel Freer 
(Ishbel a’ Stal) on the occasion of 
her 90th Birthday on 22 May.

gress
Engagement Congratulations
We send our best wishes to Danielle 
Macdonald, 40 Gress, and Scott 
Macleod (son of Diane Thormoid 
Spàigein). Scott is in the Royal 
Foundlings Christian rock band and 
proposed to Danielle on the stage of 
the Glasgow Royal Concert Hall on 
May 9th during a concert in front of 
about 2000 people! How wonderfully 
romantic.

Condolences
We were saddened to hear the 
news of the sudden death of Mairi 
Macdonald, Glasgow. Mairi was the 
youngest of four daughters of Katie 
Bella (32 Gress) and Calum Iain a 
Phiain, Point. We send our sympa-
thy to her family, sisters and rela-
tives here in Gress and elsewhere. 

Congratulations
We extend our congratulations to 
Hannah McMorran who passed out 
recently as a Lieutenant in the Royal 
navy after an intensive, and some-
times gruelling, nine months period 
of training at the Britannia Royal 

naval College at Dartmouth.

Before joining, Hannah graduated 
with a BSc in environmental Health 
from Strathclyde university. She 
then worked for Highland Council as 
a trainee environmental while study-
ing for her Diploma in environmental 
Health. She will be starting her 
career in that discipline, based at 
Faslane naval Base.

Hannah

Coincidentally, William Child, a for-
mer classmate of Hannah’s from tiny 
Rogart Primary, where they were in a 
class of just four, and later at Golspie 
High School, passed out at the same 
ceremony. They had lost touch with 
each other so it was a great surprise 
for both to be in the same intake at 
BRnC. This meant that 50% of their 
primary class joined the navy! 

At a prize-giving ceremony the day 
before the passing out parade, 
Hannah was presented with the 
Spirit of the navy Award for being the 
cadet who most embodied the core 
value of naval Officer. Hannah is the 
granddaughter of Jean Ann (no 21) 
and the late Donald Mackenzie.

Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme
Isabelle Bain, Jane Macinnes, Peter 
Macdonald, Tearlach Barden, John 
Maciver and Lucy Macdonald, all 
from the Loch a Tuath area,  met 
Prince edward when and he and his 
wife Sophie were  visiting Stornoway. 
The Prince was here as his father’s 
representative and they all enjoyed 
meeting and talking to him. Jane 
and Isabel are working towards their 
gold and the rest towards their silver 
award.
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A capacity crowd filled the gym 
hall at Sgoil a’ Bhac on the even-
ing of Friday 9th May for the offi-
cial launch of the much anticipat-
ed book Sgoil a’ Bhac – Memories 
Through the Ages. The enjoyable 
evening was ably hosted by the 
Rev. Kenneth M. Ferguson and 
copies of the book were on sale.

Work on the book had begun in 
the summer of 2012, just as the 
Secondary Department of Sgoil 
a’ Bhac was closing. An exhibi-
tion had been held in May 2012 
showcasing many photographs 
and aspects of the history of the 
school. It was then felt that it 
would be worthwhile to create a 
more permanent archive and so 
a small group formed locally with 
the intention of publishing a book about the school. And 
so the painstaking process of planning, researching, scan-
ning, typing, proofreading, editing etc. began in earnest. 
Many requests were made for help in identifying people in 
photos and the resulting book is the culmination of much 
work and many hours of research. It is hoped that it will be 
a welcome addition to the book shelves of homes through-
out the district and beyond.

On Friday 9th May the evening began with Alice Currie 
playing the pipes. Chriselle Bain then welcome the assem-
bled gathering and gave some background to the book 
project. She then welcomed Rev. Kenneth M. Ferguson to 
the stage. Rev. Ferguson remarked that this was the first 
time ever that he had been asked to be a “book launch 
host” and indeed that it was the first time he had attended 
a book launch! He gave some of his own reflections on 
the book, and he told some interesting anecdotes of his 
own memories of being a pupil in Back School in the 
1950s. He made some reference to the logbook entries, 
and how many of the district had served during the First 
World War. In this connection he told a remarkable story 
of an uncle of his, Alex Graham, who was making his way 
home from service in the Great War. When he arrived at 
Kyle he discovered that there were two ships about to sail 
for Stornoway, the Iolaire and the Sheila. He chose to sail 
on the Iolaire as it was a faster vessel, but when he went 
on board ship he found that none of his friends were there 
so he changed his mind and went on board the Sheila 
instead. Such, said Rev. Ferguson, is the “inscrutable 
providence of God.” 

Rev. Ferguson also recalled as a young child in Back 

School singing Psalm 23 to the 
tune of Stracathro to mark the 
funeral of King George vI in 
1952. He remarked that when-
ever he hears the psalm sung to 
that tune he is transported back 
to that time in his childhood. 
Reference was also made to the 
howlers interspersed throughout 
the book. One of those made 
the interesting claim that “The 
national Covenant was a new 
type of Bible. Its first reading met 
a shower of stones and stools.” 
Rev. Ferguson said that he was 
sure this new book would not 
meet such a reception! On the 
contrary, he said that he felt every 
home in the district should have a 
copy of the book. 

There then followed some Gaelic musical performances 
from some very talented local youngsters. The Sgoil a’ 
Bhac choir, conducted by music teacher Avril Duncan, sang 
‘Sìos Dhan an Abhainn’. Isabelle Bain, Mairi Maclennan 
and Katy Graham sang traditional solos and Catriona Bain 
played the melodeon. Finally Hannah Macleod precented 
the words of Psalm 16 v. 5-7, ably assisted by her con-
gregation:

Cuibhrionn mo chup’ is m’oighreachd Dia:

‘s tu sheasas dhomh mo chrann.

An àitibh aoibhneach thuit mo lion:

‘s leam oighreachd bhrèagh nach gann.

Bheir mise buidheachas do Dhia,

thug comhairl’ orm a’m’ fheum:

Tha m’àirne fòs an àm na h-oidhch’

ga m’ theagasg mar an ceudn’.

Murdo Macdonald (Murdo Stal) then announced that 
presentations would be made to three people who had 
helped with the project in various ways. Hannah Macleod 
remained on stage to make the presentations, which were 
to Rev. Ferguson for hosting the event, to Shona nicholson 
of Shoreprint and Design Ltd for her help in designing and 
arranging the printing of the book and to school janitor 
Dano Macdonald for making the school available to the 
group while work was ongoing on the book. 

Rev. Ferguson then asked Rev. Calum Iain Macleod to 
say the grace before refreshments were served in the 
canteen. People then were free to have a cuppa and buy 

Book Launch: Sgoil a’ Bhac 

Relaxing after performing
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- Memories Through The Ages 
a book, although it had to be restricted to one purchase 
per family on the evening as there was a delay in the 
supply of the books due to a fault with the bind-
ing machine. For the rest of the evening people 
could be seen chatting over a cup of tea while 
reading the book, and remarking on the various 
contents.

Sgoil a’ Bhac – Memories Through the Ages is 
a collection of class and staff photographs, his-
tory, memories, extracts from school log books 
and english and Gaelic articles about the school, 
from the opening of Back Public School in 1878 
to the closure of the Secondary department in 
2012. It is an attractive hardback publication 
running to over 270 pages with colour and black 
and white photos, and it is very reasonably 
priced at £14.99. It has only been due to the help 
of funding bodies and local businesses that the 
group has been able to keep the cost so low for 
such a substantial hardback book. The book will appeal to 
all former pupils and staff of Back School, or anyone with 
an interest in the community it served. Tong senior pupils 
who enrolled in Back School from 1948 and north Tolsta 
senior pupils from 1952 feature in many of the photos. The 
book is available to purchase at Gordon’s and in outlets in 
Stornoway. Get your copy now!

Initial feedback on the book has been very positive, with 
comments on social media such as:

▪ Just spent a wonderful evening at this special Sgoil a’ 
Bhac book launch. Amazing to read about my father’s 
generation, my generation and our daughter’s generation. 
Well done to all those who put this book together. ... Away 
to read it! 

▪ Absolutely fascinating.

▪ Good to be present at the launch of the Back School 

book tonight. Photos going back over 100 years. It will be 
a fantastic resource for present and future generations.

▪ So encouraging to read of such a close and warm asso-
ciation over many years between our congregation and 
Sgoil a’ Bhac in ‘Memories Through the Ages.’ A great 
read from cover to cover. It’s always a privilege to work in 
chaplaincy partnership with our local schools in the com-
munity. Let’s pray for the encouragement of our schools, 
all staff and our children this weekend. 

▪ Lovely night last night at the Sgoil a’ Bhac book launch. 
Rev. Kenny Ferguson a great host and great entertain-
ment by pupils and ex-pupils. Late night last night looking 
at the book. It’ll take me a while to study it all. Well done 
to the group who compiled the book.

▪ Book is outstanding!!! Amazing seeing all the older rela-
tions from early 1900s who we all look like!!! Scary!!! 

▪ An excellent book launch at Sgoil a’ Bhac tonight. 
Amazing job by the committee!!

The Book Group wish to record their gratitude to all 
those who attended the launch of the book and gen-
erously purchased so many copies that the limited 
number available on the night was sold out.  We 
expect further copies of the book by June and they 
will be available for sale in Gordon's and in outlets in 
Stornoway.

We sincerely thank everyone who contributed to 
the success of the evening by providing baking and 

refreshments, not forgetting the willing hands who 
helped to serve the refreshments. Much of the suc-
cess of the evening was down to the performers who 
provided such talented entertainment.

Those who gave monetary support to our project 
are acknowledged at the back of the book. As Bòrd 
na Gàidhlig's monetary contribution arrived after the 
book had been sent to the printers, Bòrd na Gàidhlig's 
logo was added at the back in sticker form.

Book Launch Thanks

Hannah precenting Psalm 16 v 5-7 with her congregation
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From the Manse
A SMART Start To The Summer
Remember the new Year Resolution you made back in 
January?  It’s perhaps now a distant memory.  You got off 
to a good start, but it didn’t last.  The reality is that most 
resolutions are kept for around three to six months at 
best.  Why not review and revise your failing resolutions, 
press the refresh key and adopt a SMART approach 
instead.  

The SMART model is the idea of Bob Gass (united 
Christian Broadcasters).  He believes that ‘procrastina-
tion is the thief of time.’  We keep postponing, promising 
ourselves we’ll do better.  But, seldom do.  He suggests 
that we all aim to make our goals SMART.  In other 
words, make them:

Specific: Get up earlier in order to read your Bible and 
pray before going to work.  Make time for your family.  
exercise.  eat properly.  Take care of your body; it’s God’s 
temple (1 Cor 6:19-20).

Moderate: Tackling more than one project at a time 
dilutes your focus and makes it harder to stick with.  
When you start too much you finish too little!  Start small 
and build on your successes by mastering and maintain-
ing one thing at a time.

Achievable: Don’t try to swallow the whole elephant in 
one bite.  Baby steps are the name of the game.  Talk in 
terms of what you will do instead of what you won’t.  For 
example, instead of saying, ‘I’m not going to be so criti-
cal,’ say, ‘Today I’m going to look for something good in 
everybody I meet’ (Phil 4:8).

Recordable: You can’t manage what you can’t measure.  
Documenting your progress (or lack of it!) makes you 
accountable, shows how far you’ve come and what you 
need to work on.

Time-Specific: Review your goals weekly (or daily if 
you’re struggling).  That way you can trouble-shoot early, 
and change direction when necessary.  The Bible says, 
‘Throw yourself into your tasks…so everyone will see 
your progress’ (1 Tim 4: 15).  

Bob Gass concludes with the stirring words ‘Come on, 
make up your mind, get up off the couch and go for it!’

Perhaps some of us need to embrace the SMART meth-
od for ourselves.  January is long gone.  Try June instead.  
now is a good time.  There is no time like the present.  

‘Yesterday’s the past.  Tomorrow’s the future.  Today is a 
gift.  That’s why it’s called the present!’

Paul’s SMART model is one for us all to adopt: ‘I press 
on…forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 
what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize 
of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.’ (Phil3:13).

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the com-
munity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services 
in Back and Tong during June 2014 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 1 June
12 noon: Rev Calum I Macleod    (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod
Sunday 8 June
10:30am: Rev Alasdair I Macleod
12 noon: Rev Calum I Macleod    (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod 
Sunday 15 June
12 noon: TBC      (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Alasdair I Macleod
Sunday 22 June
10:30am: Rev Alasdair I Macleod
12 noon: Rev Donald A Macdonald  (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Donald A Macdonald
Sunday 29 June
10:30am: Rev Alasdair I Macleod
12 noon: Rev Calum I Macleod     (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 1 June
10:30am: Rev Alasdair I Macleod 
Sunday 8 June
6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)
Sunday 15 June (Challenger 4 - Tong Community Hall) 
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod
Sunday 25 May
6pm:  Mr neil Murray  (Gaelic)

June Service Times 

Challenger 4 Family Service
In association with PWAMM

Tong Mission 2014
Tong Community Centre

 (With Crèche facilities)
***************

Sunday 15 June 2014
@ 11am

Preacher:  Rev. Calum I Macleod
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Meet John Gunn
As was mentioned in the Gress News in May, 
John Gunn, 43 Gress, recently retired after work-
ing with Cal Mac for fifty years. John is a man 
of few words but when he does speak one can’t 
help but listen. John has kindly agreed to give an 
interview for the LATN.

You have put a few waves under you over the past 
50 years John, where did it all start.  First of all where 
were you born ?

I was born in Tarbert, Harris.

Have you any siblings?

Yes, I have 4 brothers and 3 sisters.

What school did you attend?

Sir e Scott School, Tarbert. I had no further education. 
I just qualified in the “university of Life”

How old were you when you left school?

I was 15 and I left on a Friday and started work the 
following Monday,  the 28th June 1964 on the MV 
Hebrides, and have been with Cal Mac ever since, 
although the Company was called David MacBrayne 
Ltd then, based at 44 Robertson Street, Glasgow. 

What made you decide to make the Merchant Navy 
your career?

It must be in my blood because a lot of my family were 
seafarers. My uncle, and his son, and one of my broth-
ers were all Captains with Cal Mac. Also my father, 
another brother, a sister and various other relatives 
were/are employed by Cal Mac. 

You chose the Catering Department, was there any 
reason for that?

Yes, there was a vacancy on the MV Hebrides at the 
time, and I got the job. Had there been a vacancy in 
any of the other Departments, I would have taken it, 
especially deck.

What was your job title?

Catering boy at a wage of £4.10s 8pence per week 
but with overtime, I could clear about £10 per week. 
I went up the various ranks to Chief Cook. One of my 
first cook’s jobs was on the MV Loch Dunvegan with 
a coal stove, no buttons, just a shovel!  In those days 
the Officers and crew on the cargo boats paid the cook 
for their food; 28 shillings a week to cover 3 meals a 
day, which later went up to 32 shillings. I had to do 
this at the young age of 17. I also did this on the MV 
Lochbroom and Loch Arkaig. If the funds were getting 
low, I remember subsidising them with my own hard 
earned cash, rather than let them go hungry.

I remember being on the MV Loch Eynort in the late 

60s. We were chartered to a drilling company to do 
test borings for the Fishermen’s Jetty in Scalpay. I was 
buying stores from a well- respected shopkeeper in 
Scalpay. He used to send his father out with a small 
boat every day with what we needed, and I would lift it 
on board  with a heaving line, so this shopkeeper was 
way ahead of his time with on-line shopping!!

It is quite an achievement to reach the top rank in 
your chosen career. What was the rank structure?

You just worked your way up through the various posi-
tions, and had to get necessary certificates along the 
way, such as Chief Cook, Firefighting, First Aid, food 
hygiene etc,

Chief Steward is quite a responsible job, what does 
it entail?

You are responsible for all the retail outlets, such as the 
cafeteria, bar and shop, and also the cleanliness of the 
ship’s interior, and responsible for up to seventeen staff 
in the summertime. 

What was your favourite route to the Isles?

I enjoyed sailing out of Oban. I did four summers on the 
King George v, doing daily cruises to Iona and Staffa 
and feeding 600-700 people. That was mostly silver 
service, with six waiters. I was Chief Cook for the last 
two summers.

As far as cooking goes, I was far better at quantity than 
quality, you had to be. David MacBrayne did their own 
bus tours in the 60s, and often you could have about 
sixty people sleeping on board, and changing all these 
bunks was hard work for all involved, as they had to 
carry all the  linen upstairs from underneath the car 
deck, where the cabins were. I also enjoyed the Islay 
run. The people were very friendly and very apprecia-
tive of everything that was done for them.
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You must have had many awkward 
customers in your time.

Yes, but one develops a thick skin over 
the years,  environmental Health regu-
lations don’t permit pets to be in food-
serving areas, and trying to explain this 
to some people can be quite difficult. 
Some of the ferries have better pet facili-
ties than others.

Did you have any really bad crossings 
that stand out in your memory?

I had a few “white knuckle” crossings, but 
one in particular was on the Loch eynort 
when the lifeboat was washed over the 
side at the Mull of Kintyre. We took 24 
hours from Campbelltown to Tobermory, 
a journey which should normally have 
taken 8-10 hours. She was too small to 
turn back in such heavy seas.

How long were you on the Stornoway-Ullapool run?

I was on the Stornoway run for twenty nine consecu-
tive years, from 1985-2014, plus another two on the 
MV Clansman and MV Iona in the 70s, and strangely 
enough, having been on twenty one Cal Mac Ships, I 
was never on the old Loch Seaforth.

Have you any idea how many times you crossed the 
Minch?

One of my shipmates reckons it’s more than 22,000 
times. A gentleman was walking past the office one 
day, stopped, stared at me for a couple of seconds, and 
said, “ Are you still here, I think you were on the Loch 
Ness ! ”  every time I’ve seen him since, we have had a 
good laugh about it. (The Loch Ness sailed in the 40s !)

You served with Cal Mac for 50 years, what an 
astonishing achievement, you deserve a medal, 
were you given one ?

I got a gold watch after 35 years’ service. It’s given now 
after 25, so I suppose I qualify for another one! I also 
got a medal from the RMT and a personal letter from 
the late Bob Crowe shortly before he died. I have been 
a Member of the nuS and RMT since September 1964.

Do you cook at home John?

Sunday lunch only.

We finally come to what we all know is your very 
private and very personal family life. Where did you 
meet Cathy?

I met Cathy in the Caledonian Hotel. We were married 
in 1976. We have two daughters, and one granddaugh-
ter. We have lived in this house in Gress since 1978.

Have you any regrets?

none at all, but if I had my life again, I might have tried 
for the “Bridge” rather than the Galley.

What about retirement, have you any 
plans?

no plans, I have no desire to go anywhere, 
although maybe I should take Cathy on a 
Cruise, but if I do, we’ll have to go to the 
departure port by train, as I hate flying.

Well John, with three Captains and all the 
other relatives working for Cal Mac, can 
we say that Cal Mac has been good to 
the family?

Yes, and I like to think that the family were 
good to Cal Mac.

John has been overwhelmed with all 
the good wishes he has received from 
friends, family and colleagues. He wish-
es to convey his sincere thanks to them 
all.

John’s seaman’s Record

A photo montage, given to John by his daughter Leanne and her husband 
David, of John and his dog, with the Clansman in the background



12

Callum Maciver’s Merchant 
Callum Maciver, who 
was brought up at 6 New 
Street, Am Poileagan 
Back, continues his rem-
iniscences of his early 
days at sea.

To add to the saga, that 
first trip out from the u.K. 
was without incident, we 
arrived at a small port 
called Isabella de Sagua 
on the north coast of 
Cuba to load bagged 
brown sugar for Hong 
Kong. Our short jaunts 
ashore were punctuated 
by the local kids throw-
ing land crabs at us. 
Much as I like sea crabs 
I was not impressed with 
these fast moving skinny 
land crabs at all! We 
could only load half the cargo there due to draft 
restriction, so went to an anchorage port called Cayo 
Francis some 15 miles away, and there loaded the 
balance of the sugar from barges.

On completion of loading we headed for the Panama 
Canal. now that was an impressive and exciting 
thing, to have wires attached to mechanical ‘mules’ 
running on rail tracks and having winches built-in to 
lengthen or shorten the towing wires, and so enter the 
locks. Once the gates were closed behind the ship, 
the lock was flooded with water and the ship rose rap-
idly some 100 feet or so, this process was repeated 
and eventually after the Gatun Locks we were into an 
inland lake, called Gatun Lake.

By this time, we two apprentices were proficient at 
steering and were both on the Mate’s watch, the 4 
to 8.  (My senior apprentice was a tall fellow called 
Ronald from Aberdeen.) So the reverse process took 
place at the Pacific side and we came down in stages 
through the Pedro Miguel and Mira Flores Locks to 
Balboa. Then came the long haul, thirty one days at 
sea across the Pacific to Hong Kong! The weather 
was excellent throughout and we ‘appies’ caught a 
good tan as we were tasked with overhauling the 
lifeboats and painting them. One of our other tasks 
was to rig up tarpaulins on the poop deck aft, to form 
a funnel catchment to collect whatever rain came our 
way and hose feed it into the aft peak fresh water 
tank. This worked well, and the officer of the watch 
had to chase whatever rain clouds there were in the 
vicinity!

At Hong Kong we were tied up at the Tai Koo Sugar 

Dock, and both of us ‘appies’ were taken out by the 
Missions to Seamen Chaplain to a restaurant at the 
very top of that hill where the famous song “Once on 
a high and windy hill” from the film ‘Love is a Many 
Splendoured Thing’ was sung, overlooking Hong 
Kong and Kowloon on the mainland side. There we 
were taught how to use chopsticks! The joke was on 
us at the end of the meal when the sweet was served 
- peaches and cream - not a spoon in sight - just 
chopsticks! You should try it sometime!

When the sugar was discharged, we sailed down 
the China Sea to go through the gap between Java 
and Sumatra, called the Sunda Strait. When going 
through there, on your left hand side is the active 
volcano Krakatau, which my father had told me he 
had seen on one of his trips, possibly on one of the 
Baron Boats.

Christmas Island is on the equator, about a day’s run 
south of Sunda Strait in extremely deep water and the 
island has come up from the ocean floor and is, or 
was, completely made of phosphate. We had to wait 
for a day off the island for the swell to go down a bit 
and then virtually tie up to the cliffs of phosphate. A 
chute was suspended from the cliff top above the ship 
and fed by conveyor belts to load the cargo, the ship 
being shifted forward and back to get the hatches in 
their turn under the chute.  So in one day the whole 
10,000 tons was loaded and we took off to Australia.

About a week later we picked up the pilot to enter 
Geraldton about 300 miles north of Fremantle. The 
channel in to Geraldton is a bit twisty between coral 
reefs and at one of these turns, the steering gear 
stuck hard at starboard and we went aground on to 
the coral reef. We were able to get off at Full Astern, 
once the engineers had freed the jammed steering 
gear. 

We got into port, and discharge of half the cargo 
began. Divers were brought up from Fremantle to 
assess the amount of damage to the bottom plating, 
and it was discovered that there was an ingress of 
water into a couple of the Double bottom tanks.

About a week later we proceeded to Fremantle to dis-
charge the remainder of the phosphates. Once that 
was done we were shifted and tied up to buoys up-
river near the bridge over the Swan River for repairs, 
with divers on the outside and engineers inside the 
tanks, leaking rivets were ground and punched in and 
replaced by bolts! Yes, hundreds of them! Watertight 
integrity was achieved and SIX weeks later we were 
allowed to sail! During that time the 4th engineer and 
I were delegated to run the ship’s motorboat to ferry 
people back and forth to shore, much to the chagrin of 
my senior apprentice! We had a lovely time!

Callum aged 23years, Third 
Officer on Clan Fraser
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We then proceeded to the 
small port of Thevenard, near 
Ceduna in South Australia 
at the head of the Great 
Australian Bight to load a 
part cargo of wheat. Once 
we reached the limited draft, 
we proceeded round to Port 
Lincoln in the Spencer Gulf 
to complete our full load; 
this we were to take to Beira 
in Mozambique, but due to 
the “working” of the ship at 
sea on passage across the 
Indian Ocean, water got in 
and contaminated the fuel 
and we called into Port Louis, 
Mauritius, for bunkers. We 
reached Beira without further 
incident, and after discharg-
ing the wheat, went light ship 
to Durban, and there loaded a 
full cargo of maize for Rotterdam, stopping at Dakar 
for bunkers en route and so back to “Muddle” Docks 
in South Shields as they were affectionately called!  
Dry dock and the replacement of quite a few buckled 
bottom plates!  As can be imagined, the large number 
of bolt heads that were put in at Fremantle reduced 
our speed by half a knot, bad enough that we only did 
10 knots at the best of times!

Yes, we learned a lot that first trip, particularly about 
maintenance of equipment and paintwork etc.  When 
I had spare time I was to be found in the engine room 

finding out about pipe work and how the water got 
back into the boilers at the end of its cycle and many 
other aspects.

That was my first trip and I enjoyed every minute of it, 
tramping round the world and seeing the sights and 
observing the different cultures.

Looking at the picture of my class mates in the 
January issue I think they have the Class number 
wrong, it was Secondary 1. Most in the picture went 
on to S2 but Donnie Maclean, neil Murray, Janet 

Macleod, those who were the aca-
demics who went to S2A or S2B 
at the nicolson. (Janet’s brother, 
Murdo Alex, to become the Rev 
Murdo Alex later in life, must have 
gone to S1 at the nicolson the 
year before). I went to S2F, and 
I’m not sure which class Màiread 
MacLeod, 2 Coll, went to.  The two 
newcomers to the class were my 
cousin Angie Scotch, and Isabel 
Lowan, both from America.

The weather is cooler here now. 
Hope you have a hot and sunny 
summer. All the best from us all 
here in east London, South Africa.

Callum

Navy Days Part 2

A ship in a Panama Canal lock with mules visible at each side

The Panama Canal
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Congratulations Chriselle 
Pupils and staff wish to congratulate Mrs Chriselle 
Macleod, Steven’s mum, who has been nominated as a 
baton bearer for the forthcoming Commonwealth Games. 
Chriselle will be joined by her ‘Team Leanne’ counterparts.

Fairburn
On Monday the 12th May the P6/7 class went to Fairburn 
Activity Centre. When we arrived we did a quiz and then 
we went raft building. In the evening we went down to the 
archery field and played some games and then watched 
a film. The next day we did a tree climb and zip-line. Then 
after lunch we went in the walk on water balls and did a 
ropes course. Then we went to Play-zone.

On Wednesday we went canoeing, played foosball and 
had fun at paintball. In the afternoon we did bush craft and 
then went to the Roller Bowl. On Thursday we took part in 
archery, orienteering, mountain-biking and laser tag. Then 
in the evening we went to the Aqua-dome. On our last 
day we went shopping in the Inverness Retail Park and 
eastgate Centre. We all really enjoyed our trip at Fairburn.

Sunflower Seeds
All the children were given an opportunity to plan a sun-
flower seed.  We look forward to watching the colourful 
plants burst into flower. We wonder who will have the 
tallest sunflower!

School Trips

As P6/7 were having great adventures in Fairburn,

P1-5 had some fund of their own on Friday, 16th May. 
P1-3 spent the morning climbing, sliding and exploring 
in Adventure Island and then enjoyed a special treat of 
lunch at ‘eleven’ restaurant.  P4/5 had a sporty morning of 
rock-climbing and swimming at the Sports Centre before 
joining the infant class for lunch.  The excellent trips 
would not be possible without the ongoing commitment 

shown by parents for 
school fundraising.  
The superb fundrais-
ing effort is much 
appreciated by pupils 
and staff.

SSPCA Visit
Pupils received a visit from Scottish SPCA inspector Mr. 
Calum Watt on Tuesday, 6th May.  Mr. Watt visited the 
children in their classrooms and spoke to them about pets 
and animal welfare. The pupils really enjoyed Mr. Watt’s 
informative visit.  

Rianna had this to say:

The Scottish SPCA came to our school to talk about ani-
mals that have not been looked after.  We played a card 
game and Mr. Watt taught us a song, which goes like this:

We love the rabbits,
We love the puppies too.
We love the goldfish,
We love the spiders too.
We love all our animals and this is what we say,
If you’re cruel we will phone the SSPCA.

Rianna P4/5

Badminton Success
Pupils from Primary 5-7 celebrated great success at the 
inter-schools badminton competition as part of the ‘Sports 
Festival’ on Friday, 25th April.  Three teams were entered 
from P 5-7 achieving 4th, 3rd and 1st place. Well done to 
all pupils who took part! 

Police Station Visit

Pupils in Primary 1-3 were delighted to accept an invita-
tion to visit Stornoway Police Station on Thursday, 25th 

Tong School

Fairburn Fun

Inspecting the police car
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April. 
P.C. Craig Allan showed P2/3 around the station and P.C. 
Mark Campbell lead the P1/2 group. Highlights of the visit 
included: everyone locked in a cell, witnessing the ‘arrest’ 
of Mrs. Macleod, having fingerprints taken and examin-
ing the police car.  Staff and pupils are grateful to all at 
Stornoway Police Station for the kindness and patience.

Below is a copy of Ajay’s thank you letter:

Dear Craig and Mark

Thank you very much for inviting us to visit the police sta-
tion.  I enjoyed being locked up in the cell. You are both 
kind.  I felt happy at the police station.  I enjoyed looking 
at the handcuffs.  We all shouted HELP when we were in 
the cell.

Thank you again.

Love from Ajay, P2

Non School Uniform Day
Pupils took part in a non school uniform day on Thursday, 
1st of May. Children were able to donate £1 and come to 
school in their own clothes for the day. As well as being 
an enjoyable event for the children, the proceeds raised 

from fundraising events help to fund exciting school trips 
for all pupils.

Geologist Visit

Primary 4-7 enjoyed a visit from geologist Steve Wright.  
Mr. Wright talked to the pupils about different types of rock 
and volcanoes.  Pupils had the chance to make their own 
sand and granite. Then, after watching videos of real life 
volcanoes, pupils were able to make a working volcano of 
their own using vinegar, baking powder and food colour-
ing! It was great fun!

Volcano P4-5

Two super police officers!

Non school uniform dayGreat Adventures at Fairburn

Jonathan 
and Sarah 
have made 
an arrest!

Special Visit: Hector (Back 
School), Rebecca and Ben with 
Earl and Countess of Wessex
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MuRDO MACKAY PLAnT HIRe

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Siar Shop
S i a r S h o p .
co.uk - a new 
way of using 
eBay for buy-
ers and sellers 
in the Western 
Isles.

Donald I. Macdonald of Sealgar Ltd, a computer con-
sultancy firm based locally, has recently launched 
SiarShop.co.uk, a fully bilingual website that aims to 
make auction site eBay more useful to buyers and sell-
ers in the Western Isles. Don is the son of Rev. Donald 
A. Macdonald and Christine (Dollan agus Christine 
Dhòmhnaill Ghoidy), who have recently retired to 7 new 
Street, Back, following Rev. Macdonald’s retirement as 
minister of Kinloch Free Church of Scotland.

SiarShop.co.uk extracts all the items on eBay that are 

being sold from a 
Western Isles post-
code and presents 
them in a respon-
sive, sortable and 
searchable table format. Items are categorised by island 
-- so, for example, a click on the page for Barra will 
show what's currently being sold on eBay from Barra.

Don explained to Loch a Tuath news why he created 
the website: "The problem with eBay for those of us 
based in the islands is always the delivery of bulky 
items, and addressing that problem is the simple idea. 
behind this new site. It's also nice to be able to bring 
blas na Gàidhlig to a multinational company."

Siarshop.co.uk is: 

• fully bilingual - users can switch languages from Gaelic 
to English (and back again) at any time

• completely free to use - you don't even need a login

• searchable and sortable - see the most expensive item 
currently for sale in Stornoway, or the item garnering the 
most bids in South Uist

• private - no user data is recorded by the site. All logins, 
bids and finances are still handled by eBay. 

• touchscreen friendly - if you're using a phone or tablet 
just swipe through the table of results.

The site is available now at http://www.siarshop.co.uk

We are sure that the site will prove to be useful to island-
ers and we congratulate Don on his initiative!

Don with home page of Siarshop

Comhairle Column John A. Maciver

Since our last contribution to Loch a Tuath news many 
things have taken place in our Community.

The fantastic facility at the Coll Centre was officially 
opened by Shona Robison MSP, assisted by Members and 
Coaches of the SFA. They also announced that they would 
be willing to send up SFA Coaches to train individuals to get 
them to SFA coaching standard, if the Club could register at 
least fifteen participants to take part. This would be free of 
charge as long as the Club would cover travel and accom-
modation expenses.  If this is feasible, Catriona, Donald 
and I will be happy to assist with Ward Funding!

It is with regret that we were informed that Dorothy 
Kennedy, the Head Teacher at Tong School, is to take early 
retirement. We would like to thank her for the sterling work 
she has done in the school during her tenure and wish her 
all the very best for the future. Thank you again Dorothy,'s 
math a rinn thu!

It is good however to report that the position of Head 
Teacher will be retained as the numbers attending the 
School are so healthy.

I would also like to mention Ian Macleod who is stepping 
down from the position as Chair of the Parent Council. 
He has performed this duty with extreme professional-
ism and will be a hard act to follow. We are glad to hear 
however that he will continue on the Parent Council as the 
Community Rep. Our best wishes go to Marion Finlayson, 
who is taking over the position, and we are happy to know 
that things will continue in very capable hands.

There was the Launch at Back School of the excel-
lent Book, Sgoil a' Bhac - Memories Through the Ages. 
Congratulations to all concerned, those involved in collating 
and getting the information into print, all funding agencies 
and for those that took part in the wonderful evening at the 
School during the Launch. It truly is a super effort and will 
pass many happy hours going through all the photos and 
script.

Council work continues all the time and we are readily 
available for any help one may require. We will always 
strive to do our best although things will not always go to 
our liking at times.
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide e-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559
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Back in Time      
Church News
Rev John Morrison, M.A., occupied the Back Free Church 
pulpit at both services on Sunday, 18th inst., and preached 
with much acceptance to a large congregation.  Rev John 
Morrison, who is a native of Bragar, is a brother-in-law of Mr 
Alexander Matheson, headmaster, Back P. School, and was 
licensed earlier in the year.

Wedding Bells
A pretty wedding took place at New Street, Back, the home 
of the bride, recently, when Annie, youngest daughter of  
Mrs Catherine Macdonald, and the late Evander Macdonald, 
became the bride of John, eldest son of Mr and Mrs Donald 
Macleod, New Street, Back.  Rev Roderick Mackenzie offi-
ciated.  The bride, who was given away by her cousin, Mr 
Ivor Morrison, New Street, Back, looked beautiful in a white 
figured gown with veil to match, held in place by a wreath 
of orange blossom.  She carried a bouquet of white tulips.  
She was attended by Miss Dolina Macleod, the groom’s 
sister, who was dressed in blue and carried a bouquet of 
pink tulips.  Catherine Macleod, the groom’s niece, was 
trainbearer.  The duties of groomsman were performed by Mr 
Alexander Maclennan, 15 Coll, the bride’s cousin.  After the 
marriage ceremony, quite a large number of guests sat down 
to a sumptuous repast, where there was no sign of rationing.  
The usual toasts were given.  Numerous useful presents were 
received, and a large sheaf of congratulatory telegrams were 
read.  Both bride and groom left for the south on 22nd May.  
The bride is a WREN and the groom is in the Merchant Navy.

On Leave
On leave recently were Neil Macleod, RNR, 40 Vatisker;  
Jack Macleod, MN, Lighthill, Vatisker;  Donald Norman 
Maclean, RNR, 22 Upper Coll;  John and Murdo Macdonald, 
both RNR, 3 Upper Coll and Angus Murray, RMSC, 52 
Vatisker.

Honoured
Mr James Macmillan, 35 Vatisker, youngest son of the late 
Mr and Mrs Malcolm Macmillan, 22 Back, was decorated by 
the king with the BEM at a recent investiture at Buckingham 
Palace.  Mr Macmillan who was accompanied by his wife 
and his younger sister, Annie, has now returned from the 
south.  When his ship was torpedoed in the Atlantic, James 
and another Lewisman, named Mackenzie, took charge of the 
lifeboat.  When no other member was able to control the boat 
during a 60 mile-an-hour gale, those 2 Lewismen brought her 
safely through.

TONG
Home on Leave
Home on leave at present are Alex J Macleod, Navy, Aird, 
Tong;  D Maccaig, Army, 14 Aird Tong;  Peggy Thompson, 
ATS, 32 Aird Tong;  Murdo Macleod, Navy, 31 Aird Tong;  
James Maclennan, MN, 17 Tong;  Kenneth Stewart, MN,  11 

Tong;  Alex J Thomson, Navy, 3 Tong Park;  John Maclennan, 
Navy, Tong Park;  Alex Macdonald, Hillside Cottage, Tong, 
was called up for the Army last week, and left on Tuesday 
night, to join his unit in the south.  Alex is the youngest of a 
family of 3 sons, all serving with HM forces.

Obituary
We regret to record the death on Saturday, 20th May, of Mrs 
Jessie Thomson, 3 Tong Park.  Mrs Thomson was a woman 
of outstanding qualities and was well liked by all who knew 
her.  She took ill early last winter and was in failing health 
since then.  She was 86 years of age and was predeceased by 
her husband, the late Mr John Thomson, several years ago.  
The funeral to Gress Cemetery on Tuesday 23rd May, was 
attended by a wide circle of her friends. To her brothers and 
family of three sons and six daughters, the sympathy of the 
whole community is extended.

Presentation to Seaman
The parchment of the Royal Humane Society for lifesaving 
was presented to Kenneth Stewart, bosun, at a very pleasant 
function in the school on Friday night.  When his ship was 
in Sydney in 1943, Stewart went to the rescue of 2 men who 
were in imminent danger of asphyxiation in the four peak 
tank and saved their lives.  Mr Alex Matheson, headmaster 
of Back Public School presided, and Provost Mackenzie 
made the presentation, paying a high tribute to “the men who 
wear a little silver badge in the lapels of their coat, not for 
distinction but for protection against suspicious looks and 
awkward questions.”  Mr M K Macmillan, MP, who was 
also present, spoke of the splendid work of the Merchant 
Navy.  Other speakers were Councillor Malcolm Macleod 
and Mr Malcolm Murray, headmaster of Tong Public School.  
Mr Stewart, in a very modest reply, said he was only doing 
a job which anyone else would have done in the circum-
stances.  The function was a combined one.  Several of the 
speakers taking the opportunity of referring to the “Salute 
the Soldier” campaign.  The Home Guard was there in force, 
and a delightful tea was served to the visitors by the young 
ladies of the village.  Mr Stewart, who was home on a short 
spell of leave, left later that night to return to his post in the 
Merchant Service.

“Salute the Soldier” Dance
A most enjoyable evening was spent at Tong Public School 
on Friday 22nd June, when the Tong Platoon Home Guard 
held a dance in aid of the “Salute the Soldier” campaign.  
The function opened with the presentation to Mr Kenneth 
Stewart, 11 Tong, an account of which was given previously.  
The dance commenced at 11.30pm, and carried on till the 
small hours of the morning.  During the intervals, songs were 
sung by Misses Agnes and Mary Ann Macleod and Mr David 
Maciver.  Piping and accordion selections were given by 
Piper John Mackay and Cpl Donald Maclean.  At the finish, 
Mr Matheson of Back P. School, moved a vote of thanks to 
the Ladies Committee for the excellent teas which they had 
served throughout the evening.

     June 1944
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JOHN A FINLAYSON
JOIneRY & BuILDInG SeRvICeS

JOHN ALEX FINLAYSON
JOIneR

SPRInGSIDe HOuSe
TOnG, STORnOWAY
ISLe OF LeWIS
07768 205834 / 01851 706567 AFTeR 6PM

marion@finlayson24.fsnet.co.uk
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The Blues Trail of America
Alex John Macdonald of 43 Back recently celebrated his 
70th birthday with his wife Seonag. Alex is an ex pat from 
Point. 

Alex John and Seonag decided to have a well deserved holi-
day of a lifetime to celebrate his special birthday, and without 
hesitation on Alex John’s part, chose to go on the Blues Trail 
to America. He has been a life long fan of blues music, and 
a particular favourite of his is Buddy Guy.

They set off for Chicago as their first stop, and they found it 
to live up to its name of being the ‘Windy City.’ It was -19c 
and the thermals came in very handy. They visited half a 
dozen blues venues there and planned for Alex John to 
spend his actual birth date at Buddy Guy’s Club. As a taster, 
they went to the club the day before and they describe it as 
being rather like a working mens’ club...until the music starts, 
of course. 

There they were engaged in conver-
sation about their visit and Alex John 
expressed his love of the music and of 
Buddy Guy. Well, as luck would have it, 
one of the women talking to them said: 
“That’s my Dad you’re talking about.” 

There followed an invitation to return 
to the club and perhaps meet The Man 
himself! And that’s exactly what hap-
pened. They heard him play, were taken 
to his private quarters, photos were 
taken, and memories made.

next stop Memphis. no journey is with-
out mishaps. Alex John and Seonag’s 
cases went missing for two days, but 
they did not let this phase them. A 
tour of Graceland and a quiet moment 
at elvis’s grave. Then on to the Sun 
Studios where elvis, Johnny Cash, 
Carl Perkins and Jerry Lee Lewis met 
for what was essentially a jam. Sam 
Phillips recorded them and a musical 
was made from that encounter called 

The Million Dollar Quartet. This is a long running musical that 
was on their itinerary in Chicago. 

They visited the Martin Luther King Museum and Memorial 
which contains information about his personal history and 
the history of the Freedom movement in America. This was 
a sobering and moving experience, to be standing in the very 
place where the assassination took place, and to reflect on 

the struggles of the black people for their human rights.

After the quiet of Memphis, the next stop was the more 
exuberant new Orleans. This is a city which comes 
alive about 4pm. Alex John and Seonag joined in the 
spirit of it, staying in a hotel off Bourbon Street in the 
French quarter. A visit to Dinos, a world famous sea-
food restaurant, a good feed, a norrag, then out on the 
town. They tried alligator too, and Alex John describes 
it as being like chicken.

Their itinerary provided a tour of the swamps, where 
they saw alligators, snakes, wild pigs, racoons and 
turtles. To round off the holiday, a three hour trip on the 
natchez Steamboat on the mighty Mississippi, with a 
jazz band and Creole food. A nice way to relax in the 
afternoon to be ready for the 4pm awakening of the 
city!

Alex John and Seonag saw some of the devastation 
that was caused by Hurricane Catriona, and were humbled 
by the resilience of the population, where there are still enor-
mous social and housing problems. Many survivors of the 
hurricane are still displaced people, having lost their homes 
and communities.

And so homewards. At newark airport Alex John was over-
heard speaking on his net book and he was approached by a 
lady who enquired about his accent. On hearing he was from 

Lewis she said: “My Mother was 
from Calbost” She remembered 
holidaying there as a child and she 
enquired if anyone still lived there.

She had a little Gaelic, enough to 
meet and greet.  Alex John and 
Seonag were overwhelmed by the 
hospitality they received from all 
the Americans they met on their 
journey, and especially in the ser-
vice industries.

On arriving in Glasgow news came 
that was the perfect end to their 
holiday - the early arrival of their 
first grand child Annie Rose. They 
were joined by sons Iain from 
Dubai and Callum from Aberdeen 
all ready to attend the cup final 
football match and to their delight 
Aberdeen won. 

Happy belated birthday Alex John 
- what’s your plan for next year?!

Alex John and Seonag with Buddy Guy

A Special Celebration for a Special Birthday! 

Seonag at Gracelands
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By the time this is published, the Gress River season 
2014 will be up and running with official opening date of 
Monday 2nd June for fishing on the river. Membership 
and permits are yet again available at Sports World, 
Stornoway.

The warmer weather has already enticed a few anglers 
out to the trout lochs on the moor and the month of June 
is usually quite productive. Our two boats on the Loch 
ullabhats are yet again available to members, with keys 
for equipment boxes kept at Macrae’s ‘Carrots’ Garage, 
although bank fishing with spinner or bubble and worm 
can also result in a good basket of quality brown trout.

The main runs of sea trout and salmon don’t usually 
appear on the river until July onwards, but from the start 
of the season these fish can be seen at the various river 
estuaries in Broad Bay from Tolsta to Steinish and it 
has been known for a few to venture into the river quite 
early if there is sufficient water.  Several anglers have 
become quite adept at beach fishing while these fish are 
at the estuaries with most anglers engaged in this form of 
angling having their own favourite spots and methods for 
enticing a fresh sea trout or salmon to the rod. A reminder 
to our estuary anglers that permits are still required as 
most of these waters are under the control of either Gress 
or neighbouring Fideach Angling Association. 

An exciting new initiative is taking place this year, with the 
Broad Bay area being chosen for a survey into sea trout 
numbers and behaviour. Sweep netting is taking place 
at Gress and Steinish with sea trout being tagged with a 
unique bright orange tag on the head behind the eye and 
a notch from the adipose fin – for those like myself who 
didn’t pay attention at Biology lessons, this is the small fin 
on the back and nearest the tail. 

Anyone catching one of these fish should try and record 
the number on tag, location caught and size. Reporting 
back to the Fisheries Trust or ourselves to pass on – and 
no, we don’t want a bucket full of sea trout heads to sort 
out !!!

We also hope to have a few more organised events this 
year in addition to the ever popular Open Day at end of 
August. We have had requests from beginners to learn 

how to fly fish so hopefully we will organise a fly fishing 
tuition day sometime early in the season for learners 
young and old. Some of our most successful fly fishers 
had never cast a line until they took part in a similar exer-
cise a few years ago. We also hope to reinstate the Club 
away day for older juniors when we try and get a day fish-
ing on one of the estates in uig or Harris.

This year also 
marked a spe-
cial occasion for 
the Association 
and specifical-
ly our original 
Club Chairman, 
John “Swannie” 
Macdonald, who 
celebrated his 
80th birthday 
on 27th March. 
Swannie was 
presented with 
an Honorary 
L i f e t i m e 
Membership by 
the Association 
in recognition 
of this occasion 
and for his dedi-
cated service in helping with the formation of the original 
Gress Angling Association in the mid-1970s, and also 
for ensuring it kept on as a going concern during latter 
years of decline until the present committee took over in 
2002. It is also significant that while Swannie was the first 
Chairman of Gress Angling Association, his brother Murdo 
was the last official gamekeeper on the Gress River under 
the tenancy of Harry Gilbert Holmes in 1947.

It was 40 years ago that the idea of forming Gress 
Angling Association was first mooted by the then tenant 
of the Gress River Fishery, Dr Jack Greig. Local anglers 
led by John “Swannie”Macdonald, Willie “Fish” Maciver 
and John Maclennan took up the challenge, and the first 
official memberships were taken out in 1976. I reviewed 
these books and other paperwork from the 1970s with 
Swannie, and was surprised to find that the first name in 
the book was Iain Roxburgh, third was Alasdair Murray 
and just over the page was Calum Macdonald and 
Donald Murray. All keen juniors at the time who are now 
Chairman, vice Chair, Secretary and Committee member 
of the Association.

We also had a laugh at a final demand for overdue rates 
for Gress River for the sum of £6.85, addressed to the 
then Secretary, the late Willie “Fish” Maciver. This car-
ried the threat of Summary Warrant and Sheriff Officer 
enforcement. We could imagine Willie’s reaction to this.

These first few years of the Association were a time of 
great activity which included restocking the river in 1978 
with salmon parr from Beaufort estate, Beauly. This 
restocking cost £200 which was not an insignificant sum 

Gress Angling Association

John Macdonald (Swannie) with 
his lifetime membership on the 

occasion of his 80th birthday

Tagging seatrout
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David Macleod 
of Total Design 
has sponsored 
a new set of 
strips for the 
Back under 14 
team.

The club would 
like to express 
their thanks 
to David for 
sponsoring the 
new strips.

at the time, although partly funded by a grant from the 
H.I.D.B. under current legislation such restocking would 
not be permitted, as any restocking must be carried out 
using brood stock from the same river but it certainly didn’t 
do any harm to Gress as the stocks were at a historically 
low level at the time.

This first Committee also managed to enlist the services 
of the local Job Creation Scheme, which older readers 
will remember from these times, in rebuilding the weirs 
on the river in 1978. This proved invaluable in giving the 
new guys in 2002 a fighting chance in carrying out much 
needed repairs with very limited resources.

But enough of the past, and we look forward yet again to 
another season on Gress and wonder what awaits us this 
year. no doubt it will be too wet or too dry, too sunny or 
too dull, too windy or not windy enough or our old favour-
ite excuse the easterly wind – the options are boundless 
to cover any eventuality of a blank day and well used by 
most of us.

We look forward to welcoming all our regulars from near 
and far and it is always good to catch up with our annual 
visitors who make their yearly pilgrimage to Gress for 
some of the most accessible and affordable salmon and 

sea trout fishing to be had any-
where.

Tight lines to all for 2014 and 
remember to fill in these all 
important catch returns.

Alasdair Murray

L. to R.  Duncan MacGillvray, 
Fresh Water Fisheries Officer 
H.I.D.B., Willie ‘Fish’ Maciver, 
Norman ‘Sonny’ Stewart, John 
‘Swannie’ Macdonald, Andrew 
Munro H.I.D.B. Fish Hatchery 
Assistant

Sweep netting with the Fisheries Trust

Back F. C. Under 14 Team with New Strips
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Many readers of will be interested to hear of 
a two-part documen-
tary, Britain’s Whale 
Hunters to be broad-
cast this month. The 
programmes will be 
on BBC4, the first one 
on 11 June at 9pm 
and the second on 
18 June at the same 
time.

There are more whal-
ers still alive in the 
Back area than on any 
other part of the island. Iain (Jock) Murray 

and Roddy Morrison, Shawbost both took part 
in the programmes 
and many of Iain’s 
artefacts and photos 
were used in the doc-
umentary. The pro-
gramme is narrated 
by Adam nicolson, 
whose family own 
the Shiant Islands 
and who wrote about 
them in his book, 
‘Sea Room’. It prom-
ises to be a fascinat-

ing insight into the life of the whalers.

Congratulations to The nicolson Institute Senior 
Girls' Football Team who won the Scottish Cup 
recently. They were in the final against Firhill High 
School. At full-time the score was 2-2. The Lewis girls 
then won 4-2 on penalties.

Five of the players are from Back district and their 

coaches are, Jack Bain from Gress and Catherine 
Ann Macleod whose mother is Joey eona from 
Broadbay view.

Pictured above are L to R: Jack Bain, Mairi Maclennan, 
nicole Maclean, eleanor Smith, Leanne Macdonald, 
Isabelle Bain, Catherine Ann Macleod.

The Nicolson Institute Senior Girls’ Football Team
National Success

News Flash!
Britain’s Whale Hunters, BBC Documentary

Can you spot Swannie. Alex a'Ghrass and John George 
Macleod (Cangaran)?
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What do we look for most in our gardens during the 
summer months?  Is it not good growth and colour, both 
in the vegetable plot and in the flower beds?

We have plenty of daylight hours but, unfortunately 
we do not have prolonged heat.  nevertheless 
once they are established, plants have an 
amazing resilience to changing weather pat-
terns.  To ensure a succession of flowering 
plants or readily available vegetables it is 
necessary to stagger the planting time.  
even if it is recommended that seed can 
be sowndirectly into the soil, it is best in 
our climate, to sow under glass, if possi-
ble, and then to harden the plants outside 
in their pots, thus guaranteeing that we 
have a strong weather-resistant plant.

Before the end of last month I planted out 
cosmos, gazanias, petunias,nasturtiums 
and saltice mixed.  The last named are 
new to me, but seeminglyideal for dried 
flowers.  The gladioli bulbs were brought on in trays, 
asthe few that were planted directly into the soil in mid-
April, struggled.

Geraniums, lobelia and others are to follow, and hope-
fully, June/July should see a splash of colour.  The 
leeks are doing well, approaching pencil thickness and 
will not be planted out until the first week in June, as 
they do not take too kindly to being introduced to cold 
soil  May happens to be an unpredictable month.  One 
plant which seems to defy all weather conditions is the 
humble potato - it seems to thrive regardless.  I also 
brought on the mange-tout peas in pots, rather than 
plant directly into the soil.  Carrot seed also will be 

planted in early June.

After I had scarified and raked the grass 
with the machine, I could hard-

ly believe the volume of moss 
removed.  Moss is a plant which 

does not flower and poses a 
serious problem, as it retains 
dampness, supresses all 
growth and is most difficult 
to eradicate.  no doubt, 
our damper climate must 
be the cause, as we have 
never experienced such 

an escalation as this.

To ensure healthy 
shrubs and plants, 
mulching is definitely 

the answer. Mulching 
is a top dressing of 

organic manure, compost, leaf mould and bark 
which is placed round the base of the plant.  It improves 
the soil, conserves moisture, gives additional nutrients 
to the roots and attracts worms which aerate the soil 
and help to produce humus.  It also encourages various 
insects which provide food for our garden birds.

I did experience problems with a proportion of certain 
seeds failing to germinate, although planted in the 
same compost at the same time, in the same green-
house.  Such are the ups and downs of gardening, but 
annoying setbacks rarely diminish the pleasure.

From the Poileagan

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...The Ups and Downs of Gardening 

Rarely Diminish the Pleasures!

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(uK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATn or cash 
for £33.44 to Mrs M. A. Davidson, 3a new Street, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £33.44
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Statice
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S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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10 YEARS AGO 
In the News in June 2004

2 June: Jose Mourinho, the Portuguese coach who led 
FC Porto to european Cup glory on 26 May, is named 
as the new manager of Chelsea F.C. on a three-year 
contract.

4 June: The ueFA european Championships begins 
in Portugal.

6 June: Sixtieth anniversary of D-Day. Last minute pres-
sure forces First Minister of Scotland Jack McConnell to 
attend commemorations. Rhodri Morgan, the First Minister 
of Wales, takes flak for not doing the same.

11 June: The incumbent Ken Livingstone is announced as 
the winner of the election for Mayor of London.

Former u.S. President Ronald Reagan’s funeral is held at 
Washington national Cathedral.

17 June: The live feed of Big Brother is taken off air as the 
housemates become aggressive and fight. Security guards 
are sent in to break up the fight, while Hertfordshire Police 
ask to view footage of the incident after being contacted by 
members of the public.

22 June: Mark Thompson takes over as Director General 
of the BBC.

24 June: The highest rated Tv audience of the year is 
recorded in the uK as 20.66 million watch england’s football 
match against Portugal in the quarter finals of euro 2004. 
england lost to Portugal on penalties.

28 June: The u.S.-led coalition occupying Iraq transfers 
sovereignty to an Iraqi Interim Government.

From the 
Archives...

A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

30 June: Preliminary hearings begin in Iraq in the trial of for-
mer president Saddam Hussein for war crimes and crimes 
against humanity.

A narrow escape for Bob and Sheila Macalpin 
and their granddaughter Emily after lightning 

struck their home at Gearraidh Ghuirm
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Material for  
publication in the JULY/AUGUST issue of Loch a Tuath News 

must be in before WEDNESDAY 18th JUNE 2014

Murdo and Mairi Macdonald with some of their wedding guests in February 1964

Uilleam Bhobsie, 31 Gress 
with his little pals, Jackie 
and Seumas Iain, polishing 
the van

Ciorstag Anne and Aneas Maclean have 
solved the mystery of the the unknown person 
in the Gress Boys’ photo published in the May 
edition of Loch a’Tuath news. He was not in 
fact from Gress at all, but from Bernera and 
was Calum Mackenzie (Calum Tom). He was 
a workmate of Roddy( Ruaraidh a’ Chèic), 1 
new Park, vatisker.

Calum lived and worked in Glasgow and was 
for many years the ‘cailleach’ at the Oidhche 
Challainn. He returned home to live in Bernera 
and was the neighbour of Aneas and Ciorstag 
Anne when they lived in the schoolhouse 
there.

Gress Boys’ Photo
Mystery Solved


