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Jubilant Jim
Dogged Persistence Wins Trophies
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We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 

Fàilte
Welcome to the March issue of Loch a 
Tuath News, spring must be round the 
corner as snowdrops are in flower, and 
crocuses and daffodils are peeping out 
of the ground. Anns a’ Gharradh will whet 
your appetite for this year’s horticultural 
activities.

Loch a Tuath News was delighted to 
have been in the shortlist of three, out of 
many competitors, for the Highlands and 
Islands Media Awards in the Community 
newspaper of the Year Award. We did 
not win, Am Paipear from Uist having that 
accolade, but as a committee feel it was 
a great achievement to have been nomi-
nated in a wide field. Representatives from 
the editorial committee were present at the 
Press Ball in Inverness where the winners 
were announced and a report of the event 
appears in this issue.

One of the things which makes the produc-
tion of the magazine very worthwhile is the 
link it provides with exiles and we are very 
pleased to hear from Angus Finlayson, 
of Tong who lives in new Zealand, and 
Dr Duncan Murray, of Back, who lives in 
Canada.

nearer home, Murdo Murray has been 
competing at national sheepdog trials for 
many years with his very successful dogs. 
We hear about Murdo’s hard working 
sheepdogs and experiences in trialing. 
Jim, Murdo’s present trialing dog is our 
cover picture this month!

As we go to press, BBC Alba’s HMS 
Timbertown is to be shown again and 
we feature a short sequel to the local 
aspects of that story. Luach na Saorsa, 
the First World War diary of Murchadh 
Moireach, Murchadh Ruaraidh continues 
with extracts from March 1915. In Back in 
Time, the Second World War is reaching 
its end. 

In the Comhairle Column John A. Maciver 
keeps us up to date with relevant Council 
news. He also puts in a plea for more 
Community and Parent Councillors; all 
communities depend on the valuable work 
of volunteers, so if you have some time to 
spare why not give it a try? See Sgoil a' 
Bhac news for details of their forthcoming 
Parent Council Open Evening.

Find out about the intrepid ladies who 
are going to walk 100k from London 
to Brighton, raising funds for Bethesda 
Hospice. Read of the excellent lunch 
enjoyed by the Over 60s and of course all 
our usual features are there too – news 
from Sgoil a’ Bhac and Tong School, 
all collected and written by the schools’ 
excellent journalists. We look forward to 
having them on the Loch a Tuath Editorial 
Committee in the not too distant future! 
Enjoy From the Manse, As na Bailtean 
and go down memory lane with the old 
photos, and remember, if you have any-
thing to offer, be it a story, photographs or 
an opinion, please get in touch.

Anna Tucker

Front cover:  Jim, Murdo Murray's 
collie with all the trophies he won at 
sheepdog trials in 2014.  See page 7 for 
Jim's story.
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As NA 
BAilteAN

heartiest congratulations on this special 
anniversary.

I.T. Comes to the Fanks

For the last number of years as lambing 
time approaches, sheep owners have 
been taking advantage of the scanning 
machine that has been visiting various 
areas throughout the isles.

Sheep heavy with lambs are scanned 
to determine which are carrying singles, 
twins, triplets in some instances, or none 
at all. The results indicate those sheep 
that require extra feeding and additional 
attention prior to and during lambing. A 
colour code is used to indicate which 
sheep carries what. A sheep with a 
coloured spray at the back of its neck 
indicates that twins can be expected; a 
different colour midway between neck 
and tail shows a single, and no colour 
indicates no lamb is expected. Dè am 
beachd bhiodh aig Iain Dholaidh air na 
nithean seo?

not too long ago a sheep giving birth 
to twins was a rarity and was always 
referred to as caora na twins.

Coll
In Hospital

Best wishes for a good recovery to 
Marie Macintosh (Marie Jessie), 30 Coll 
after her operation at the Western Isles 
Hospital. 

Jessie Bell Mackay (Banntrach Aonghas 
Caoidh), 60 Coll, is still in hospital and 
we do hope it won't be long until you are 
back in your own home. 

New Baby 

Congratulations to Donald John and 
Carol Murray, 13 Coll, on the birth of 
their baby girl; another grandchild for 
Ina and Carol’s parents nan and Murdo 
in Shawbost. So lucky to have Ina close 
to do all the baby sitting!

Special Birthday

Happy Birthday goes to Emily Jane 
Currie, Dunaomaig, Coll (nighean Alice 
and Jim)  who celebrates her 18th 

BACk/VAtisker
Get Well Wishes

Get well wishes are sent to Mrs Peggy 
Sìne Winwood whose home is in 
Laid, near Gairloch. She is presently 
recovering from a serious illness in an 
Edinburgh hospital.

She became ill in her home; in the 
apparent emergency she was taken 
by the Stornoway based helicopter to 
Raigmore Hospital. From there she was 
transferred to Aberdeen and then on 
to Edinburgh where, according to the 
latest information, she is making good 
progress.

Peggy Sìne is the only daughter of the 
late Angus and Mary Jane Macleod. 
She is remembered with affection in 
the area of Back village where she 
grew up. The family home was no. 21, 
(Taigh Lidy). Warm and sincere wishes 
are sent to her by friends and relatives. 
Her brother Angus Murdo and her aunt 
at no 26 are also remembered at this 
anxious time.

Golden Wedding

John and Katie Graham

John and Katie Graham celebrated their 
50th Wedding Anniversary in December 
in Sydney, Australia. They were married 
by Rev Murdo Macaulay in 1964.  John 
(mac Dhòmhnaill Sgurd, 33 Upper Coll), 
is the minister at Bondi Presbyterian 
Church in Australia.  Katie (daughter of 
the late Mr and Mrs neil Macleod, for-
merly of 39 vatisker), helps with church 
activities and teaches Gaelic classes in 
Sydney. We send John and Katie our 

birthday. Emily’s birthday is a bit special 
as 18 years ago she was the first baby 
to have her birth announcement in our 
new and 1st issue local paper, Loch a 
Tuath news! We wish you all the best as 
you celebrate your special day.

Engagement 

Belated congratulations to Andrew 
Maciver, 72 Coll, (Mac Isobel and 
Kenny Fiadh) and Fiona Mackay 22 
Coll, (nighean Seonaid and Murdo) who 
announced their engagement at new 
Year.We would like to wish you all the 
very best for the future.

Gress
Get Well Wishes

We are all pleased to hear that Erica 
Bashford – Brown (Mackinnon, 27 
Gress ) is back home after her surgery 
in Edinburgh and we all wish her a 
speedy recovery.

We also think of Murdo Mackenzie 
(Butch) who is in hospital again and we 
send all our good wishes to him.

Congratulations

We are delighted that there is a new 
baby in the village. Ewan Samuel was 
born on the 26th January to Eileen and 
Tom Budgeon, 28 Gress. Eileen is the 
daughter of Murdo and Murdina Murray 
and the granddaughter of Chirsty Anne 
Mackay. Ewan will be Chirsty Anne’s 
fifth great grandchild. Well done to you 
both.

Condolences

We were saddened to hear that Murdo 
MacDonald (Meedo, formerly no.40) 
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Happy 18th 
Birthday to Emily 

Currie (Coll) Birth 
notice from first ever 

LATN, April 1997!

As na Bailtean Pictures

L. to R. 
Amy and 
Beth Finlayson 

(Upper Coll)

The late 
Willie 
Mackenzie 
(Tong)

Adam 
Cook 

(Tong)

Katy Graham John Alasdair Bain

Senior Citizens' Lunch 
Pictures
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passed away on 26th January in St 
Margaret’s Hospice, Clydebank aged 85 
years. As a young man he worked with 
Mr Holmes, Gress Lodge, assisting as 
gamekeeper. Mr Holmes taught him to 
play the bagpipes and later he played in 
the Lewis Pipe Band. He did his national 
Service in the army where he was often 
excused duties to play the pipes. Murdo 
then joined the City of Glasgow police 
and their Pipe band travelling all over 
the world piping with them. He enjoyed 
taking part in Oidhche Challainn but his 
greatest love was fishing off the rocks 
and in the lochs around Gress.

Murdo Macdonald (Meedo), Swannie's 
brother

We remember his wife Tove, son 
Murdo Hans and daughter nina and 
the grandchildren as well as his sisters 
Cathie Phraois, Anna (in Ireland), John 
(Swannie) and all their families.

Our thoughts are also with Angus 
Maclennan, Lena and family on the 
death of his Aunt Morag (Govig and 
Blar Buidhe) at the age of 89 years. She 
spent most of her working life nursing in 
Kyle. Her former friends and colleagues 
are organising a Memorial service for 
her.

Once again our sympathies are with 
Anne Graham, Murdo and the family on 
the death of her mother Sophia aged 82 
years. Sophia was a nurse in Glasgow 
before she married and went to live in 
Eishken. She worked there all her life 
and was still helping out before she 
died. She had four sons, one daughter 
and eight grandchildren. We send our 
condolences to them all.

Welcome

Welcome to Fiona Mackay and Andrew 
MacIver who have come to live in Taigh 
Willie Fish. Fiona is the daughter of 
Shona and Murchadh a Bhounce and 
Andrew is the son of Ishbel and Kenny 
Fiadh. Fiona is a Community nurse and 
Andrew works in Autoparts. We also 
congratulate them on their engagement, 
Andrew proposed on Hogmanay. We 
wish them both many happy years in 
the village.

We also welcome Paul Atherton to the 
village. He is staying in the Keeper’s 
Cottage in Gress Lodge. Paul is a doc-
tor with the Group Practice and will be 
here until the summer. We hope that as 
the weather improves he enjoys being 
here with us.

toNG
New Baby

Tina and Derek Cook, 12 Tong Park, are 
delighted to announce the safe arrival 
of their son, Adam Cook, who was born 
on 30 January 2015. Adam is the first 
grandchild for Donald and Margaret 
Maciver, 2 Aird Tong, and the fourth 
grandchild for David and valerie Cook, 
Glasgow.

We send our congratulations and very 
best wishes to Tina and Derek.

Willie Mackenzie – A Tribute

Although his health had deteriorated, 
news of the death of Willie Mackenzie, 
on the 24th of December, was received 
with sadness and shock. Willie was a 
gifted man of integrity, highly respected 
and a friend to all.

He was born in Glasgow of Skye par-
ents and was brought up and educated 
there. He served his apprenticeship 
as a carpenter with Harland and Wolff 
Shipbuilders on the Clyde. He did his 
national Service in The Scots Guards.

Annie Mary, who was to become his 
wife, was a nurse in Glasgow at the 
time. Willie and Annie Mary got mar-
ried in 1962 and raised their family in 

Cumbernauld. On the death of Annie 
Mary’s mother in 1974, they came to live 
with her father in Tong where they built a 
new house, a hospitable home where a 
warm welcome awaited their large circle 
of friends.

Willie was employed by the Education 
Department as the Secondary Schools’ 
Technician, until his retirement. In eve-
rything he did, his standard was perfec-
tion. He did not consider retirement as a 
time of inactivity, and among his many 
interests he took up furniture making, 
leaving a legacy of many well - crafted 
items which permanently testify to his 
professional skills.

Always ready and willing to help others 
his contribution to the community was 
immense. He was a very active member 
of various committees and a trustee 
of the local Church. His wise counsel, 
when considering difficult situations, 
was respected. He was unassuming, 
with a good sense of humour and was 
happy to be part of innocent fun on the 
Caraidean trips. Among his friends he 
would come up with leg-pulling ploys to 
amuse the groups.

He was diagnosed with a very rare form 
of cancer ten years ago and under-
went several operations as the cancer 
spread. With extraordinary fortitude he 
made a good recovery and, with bravery 
and sheer determination, he was able to 
resume his normal lifestyle. He was a 
source of inspiration to his colleagues in 
the Men’s Cancer Group where he was 
a founder member.

Above all else Willie was a family man, 
a devoted husband, father and grand-
father. nothing pleased him more than 
opportunities to be together as a family.

At home in the presence of his dear 
wife Annie Mary and the family, who 
had tenderly cared for him to the end, 
he passed away peacefully into eternal 
rest. The large attendance at his funeral 
testified to the respect in which he was 
held.

In their sorrowful loss we extend our 
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condolences to Annie Mary, Maureen, 
Gordon, Rhona and Iain. We remember 
the grandchildren, Iona, Katie and Kerr 
with prayerful sympathy.

Contributed by K.M.

Upper Coll
Twins

Twins Amy and Beth Finlayson were 
born on 1 november 2014, new daugh-
ters for Joanna and Alasdair Finlayson, 
63 Upper Coll. The babies were a few 
weeks early and were delivered in 
Edinburgh Royal Infirmary,  Amy weigh-
ing 3lb 8oz and Beth 4lb 13oz. They are 
doing very well, and big brother David 
and big sister Sophie are delighted 
with them. The girls are fifth and sixth 
grandchildren for Kenneth and Peggy 
Finlayson, north Tolsta, and seventh 
and eighth (and second set of twins!) for 

Bob and Mary Ferguson, newmarket.

We send our congratulations to Joanna 
and Alasdair and extend our very best 
wishes to them and their family.

Get Well Wishes

Catriona (Timber), 17 Upper Coll, has 
over the winter months been unwell. 
We send her our very best wishes and 
hope that she will soon be back to all her 
usual activities.

Condolences

We are very sorry to report the sud-
den death of Alasdair Beaton (Jack), 
formerly of 8 Upper Coll, in Welwyn 
Garden City, where he had lived for 
fifty four years. Before moving south, 
Alasdair served his apprenticeship at 
John Mitchell’s garage. 

He was a subscriber to Loch a Tuath 

news and always kept up his links 
with Upper Coll and Lewis. Indeed, 
it is not long since he contributed to 
the magazine in the follow up to the 
Fatal Accident at Gress Mill, taken from 
the Highland news Gleanings. Murdo 
Macmillan, who was killed in the acci-
dent was Alasdair’s great grandfather 
and along with his cousin Chrissie, 109 
newmarket, he was able to add to the 
story. From his emails to the editor, his 
affection for Upper Coll and the friends 
he had when a pupil in Back School was 
very obvious.

We send our very deepest sympathy 
to his wife Pat, son Calum and daugh-
ter Sarah, his grandchildren, his broth-
ers John Murdo and Alasdair Iain in 
Crossbost, his sister Morag in Stornoway 
and their families and all his extended 
family in Lewis and on the mainland. We 
think of them all at this very sad time.

Comhairle Column
Since our last Councillors’ report, we have, thankfully, 
negotiated another series of Council Meetings where 
many difficult decisions had to be made due to the 
austerity cuts imposed on us by the United Kingdom 
Government.

We were fortunate however, that the cuts haven't been 
anywhere near as deep this time, mainly because of 
the steps taken by the Comhairle at the last Budget 
setting exercise. 

This is never a popular time and will always leave 
some people unhappy with the outcomes, ourselves 
included! But that's democracy for you!

Our work goes on though, and we are always avail-
able to address any issues that need seeing to, espe-
cially in our Ward.

We have three Community Councils and three Parent 
Councils in the Loch a Tuath area and they do a 
power of work throughout the year. Unfortunately, 
their numbers dwindle from time to time for numerous 
reasons and this puts a huge strain on those council 
members remaining. I really encourage you to con-
tact these committees, be it Community Council or 
Parent Council, and to put yourselves forward to help 
by giving of your time in progressing projects that will 

benefit your area or your school.

For example, at a recent Community Council meeting, 
it was suggested that we form a task force to address 
emergency situations like we saw with the hurricane 
conditions that hit us since the turn of the year, when 
some homes were without power for days.

We were happy to agree to put some Ward Initiative 
monies toward acquiring a Generator that could be 
used wherever it was needed to make sure people 
could get a hot meal on such occasions.

We have used our Ward Initiative money to progress 
many projects in our area, things that leave a lasting 
legacy such as equipment for various groups, roads, 
pathways, bus shelters. Over the years we have man-
aged to use this money to pull in much more in match 
funding which has benefited the area greatly.

We are however not able to fund trips of any kind and 
although we often sympathise with the many groups 
that request assistance, we feel that it would be a mis-
use of the fund and not what it is meant to be used for.

Finally, we are concerned with the effects of coastal 
erosion in our area and will be putting the little money 
we have left into trying to address this problem.

John A. Maciver
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Murdo Murray (Bloxy), has been 
involved with sheepdog trials 
at a high level for over twenty 
five years and in that time has 
gained many successes with 
his dogs. 

Murdo has been interested in 
sheep dogs and sheep from a 
very young age. He got his first 
dog when he was four, watched 
his own father Angus with his 
sheep and dogs, and has had a 
love and fascination for working 
dogs ever since. 

While playing football for Back 
F.C. Murdo did not have time for 
serious sheep trialing and it was 
only when he was winding down 
his footballing days that he was 
able to devote time and energy 
to trialing.

Murdo told us,

“I have always been lucky in having good dogs, 
working collies. At the local sheepdog trials in 1986 I 
didn’t have a dog at that time, but helped out with the 
organization. I got my dog Glen in 1986 as a puppy 
and trained him up, gaining a lot of help and advice 

from local shepherds. At that 
time there were about twenty 
competitors at the local trials but 
now there are only half a dozen.

I then first started dog trialing 
in 1988 with Glen, who was 
bred by R. Smith, Stornoway. 
Glen was a good dog for trial-
ing and he won the Grampian 
Sheepdog Trials in 1994.
Competitors came from as far 
afield as Shetland and Carlisle 
and many places in between. 
These trials were shown on Tv 
and Glen and I won the event 
over David Johnstone, Maybole 
with his dog Spot and Peter 
Fullerton from Kingussie with 
his dog Mirk, in the non – pro-
fessional category.

Another local dog, Garry, who 
was a son of Glen and Sally and whose owner was 
the late Alasdair Shonaidh, 24 vatisker, won the 
Hebridean Cup in 2004.

The dog (on the front cover!) shown with all the tro-
phies he won in 2014 is ten year old Jim, who was 
bred by R. Smith’s Spot and my own Gael, who was a 
daughter of Garry, Alasdair Shonaidh’s dog.Jim had a 
very successful year in 2014, winning the Hebridean 
Cup and he was also placed 1st four times, 2nd three 
times and 3rd three times in 18 trials. 

The Hebridean Cup is competed for over seven dog 
trials in Skye, Uist and Lewis; these trials are held 
in Waternish, Staffin, Dunvegan, Berneray, Scarista, 
Shawbost and Lochs. Over fifty dogs compete, coming 
with their owners from as far afield as America, Ireland. 
England, the netherlands and Shetland. We have com-
peted in Scottish national Trials as far apart as Thurso 
and Jedburgh, getting to know many shepherds and 
dogs as we travel.”

Murdo had a long footballing career (which would 
perhaps make another story!), starting in 1959 when 
playing in the nicolson Institute and finally finishing 
as a stand in goalie in 1994 for a winning Back team 
against Stornoway Athletic in a Highland Amateur Cup. 
It looks as if his sheepdog trialing career is going to be 
equally lengthy!

Murdo with Glen at the Grampian 
Sheepdog Trials in 1994

Sheepdog Trialing

Press release, 1995
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From the Manse

Making Ripples

The story of Elzèard Bouffier is remarkable and worth 
sharing.  

Bouffier was a fifty-five-year-old widower who lived in a 
French village in 1910.  He was surrounded by abject 
poverty and despair.  So he decided to do something 
innovative.  He collected thousands of acorns and 
planted them throughout the immediate area.  

When they took root, he cultivated beeches.  When they 
became saplings, he planted birches.  One day, amidst 
the death and devastation of World War I, a mysterious 
grey mist appeared on the horizon.  It was the oaks of 
1910, below them the adolescent beeches, and below 
them the tiny birch seedlings.

 Bouffier kept planning, and at the end of the World War 
II, French environmentalists announced that a ‘natural 
forest’ had ‘mysteriously’ sprung up, flourishing amidst 
its barren surroundings.  

But the story doesn’t end there.  His forest started a 
chain reaction.  Water flowed in brooks that had dried 
up.  The wind scattered seeds, and willows, rushes, 
meadows and gardens sprang up.  new people came 
to live there, bringing with them hope and prosperity.  

Elzèard Bouffier found acorns, planted them, and God 
did the rest. 

The Apostle Paul reflects on how he scattered and 
sowed gospel seed across Corinth.  He planted.  His 
fellow mission worker Apollos watered.  ‘But God gave 
the growth,’ says Paul (1 Corinthians 3:6-7).  God 
brought great spiritual blessing on the personal labours 
of Paul and Apollos.    

God can do great things with very little.  In the Old 
Testament David overcame a Philistine giant with noth-
ing other than a sling and a little stone.  Jesus fed five 
thousand with the few contents of a little boy’s lunch 
box.  And he can do the same for you and me!

Our lives are like pebbles.  A pebble may not look like 
much, but drop it into a pond and the ripples spread 
in every direction.  When we exercise faith in Christ, 
‘nothing will be impossible.’  Faith the size of a grain of 
mustard seed is all that is required to move mountains! 
(Matthew 17:20).

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the com-
munity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services 
in Back and Tong during March 2015 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 1 March
12 noon:   Rev Calum I Macleod   (Baptism)
6pm:    Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 8 March
10:30am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
12 noon:   Mr Kenneth M Ferguson  (Gaelic)
6pm:    Rev Alasdair I Macleod 

Sunday 15 March
10:30am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
12 noon:   Rev TBC        (Gaelic)
6pm:    Rev Alasdair I Macleod 

Sunday 22 March
10:30am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
12 noon:   Rev Calum I Macleod   (Gaelic)
6pm:    Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 29 March
11:30am:   Rev Aonghas I Macdonald (Communion)
6:30pm:   Rev Thomas Davis

Tong Mission House
Sunday 1 March
10:30am:   no Service

Sunday 8 March
6pm:    Mr Iain Mackinnon    (Gaelic)

Sunday 15 March
12 noon:   Mr Andrew Macleod

Sunday 22 March
6pm:    Mr neil Murray     (Gaelic)

Sunday 29 March
6:30pm:   Rev Aonghas I Macdonald (Gaelic - 
Communion w/e)

March Service Times 

Monthly Family Service
Tong Mission House

Every 3rd Sunday @ 12 Noon
***************

Sunday 15 March 2015
Preacher: Mr Andrew Macleod

Everyone Welcome
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The dedication and hard work of the editor, her 
predecessors,  editorial committee and typeset-
ter of Loch a Tuath News was recognised recently 
at the Highlands 
and Islands Media 
Awards ceremony, 
when they were 
nominated, along 
with two other local 
papers, for the pres-
tigious Community 
newspaper of the 
Year Prize. The 
awards took place 
at a press ball held 
in the Drumossie 
Hotel, Inverness on 
Friday 6th February 
and three members 
of the LATn team 
– Chairman Willie 
Maclean, Treasurer Mairi Macleod and Distributor 
Mal Macleod - attended on behalf of the Committee.

Although LATn did not win the award – it was 
retained by Am Paipear of Uist for the second year in 
succession and we congratulate Am Paipear on their 
success - we are proud to have been nominated for 
the award alongside them, a paper produced by pro-
fessional journalists on a commercial basis, and Dè 
Tha Dol, the community paper from Ardnamurchan.

The evening was very enjoyable: it began with 

a champagne reception on arrival sponsored by 
Diageo, followed by a sumptuous dinner. Mingling 
with the elite of Highland journalism was a great 

experience, and it 
was good to put 
faces to journalists 
whose bylines have 
been familiar over 
the years, and to 
see in person some 
of our familiar Tv 
faces. We also 
made valuable con-
tacts with others in 
similar roles to our-
selves, and shared 
views and helpful 
tips. In particular, it 
was interesting and 
informative to meet 
the editor of West 

Word, the community paper for Mallaig, Arisaig and 
the Small Isles. She gave us some sound advice 
from her own experiences of printing and distribution 
which we hope to incorporate into LATn in the future. 
We have agreed to keep in touch with them, and to 
exchange ideas for the future benefit of both papers.

All in all it was rewarding and pleasant experience 
giving deserved recognition and thanks to our com-
mitted editorial team.

Mal Macleod

The Highlands and Islands Media Awards

Willie, Mairi and Mal

Call goes out for school mates as Reunion looms

The search is on for former school pupils to reu-
nite, as planning for the Lewis and Harris 40th 
Reunion 2015 moves up a gear.

Organisers of the Reunion, which takes place 
on 3rd and 4th April 2015, hope to hear from ex-
classmates and are keen that no-one should miss 

out on two days of catching-up!

Planned events over the two days include a golf 
competition, Dinner and Disco with funds being 
raised for the Eilean Siar Foodbank and the RnLI.

Further information on the Lewis & Harris 40th 
Reunion is available on www.thebigreunion2015.
myevent.com

Lewis and Harris 40th Reunion 2015
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These images were taken by Ivor Mackay, Gearraidh Ghuirm, as part of a photography 
project in 1988 when he was a first year art student at Edinburgh College of Art. They will 
rekindle many memories for Gearraidh Ghuirm residents, past and present.

Gearraidh Ghuirm 1988

Gearraidh Ghuirm Children Photo

Back: Jaclyn Heckles

Middle row: Jane Heckles, Scott 
Macleod, David Beaton

Front row: Melissa Macleod, David 
Heckles, Lorraine Walker

Mairead and David 
Heckles Junior, 2 

Gearraidh Ghuirm, 
1988

Mairead (Mhòr) Macdonald, 8 
Gearraidh Ghuirm 1988
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Luach na Saorsa
Luach na Saorsa – Murchadh Moireach

Guthan Beaga o Latha gu Latha

Leabhar-latha bho àm a’ Chiad Chogaidh

7.3.15  Latha fiadhaich – bomb throwing. Sud thu Iain 
Aonghais le do phoca làn. Ithidh tu do rations an nochd.

8.3.15  Latha diabhlaidh fuar – sneachd. MMI le 
bhonnaich mhòra – ’s e a bha soganach. Litir bho ’n tigh 
agus tèile bho S. Dh’fhalbh sinn an ciaradh na h-oidhche 
do’n trainns – fatigue ’san dorcha; anns an t-sabhal; fuam 
nan gunnachan mòra. Eagal nam mial!

9.3.15  Latha briagha reòit, casan fuara troimh ’n 
oidhch. Làraich nan shell (an dorus an t-sabhail) leis an 
deach a’ cheud Ghòrdanach (4th) a mharbhadh – na 
h-uaighean; na gunnaichean mòra dol gun tàmh. Fatigue 
chun trainnse K2 – fodha chun na glùinean.

10.3.15 Buntàta is bulaidh ’san t-sabhal. Uisge na dìge; 
falbh chun firing line – feasgar bog. Oidhche dhorch – 
meadhonach fuar. Corporal Sradagan 2 Suffolk ’s an 
gluma bùirn – chaill e ghunna. B’ iad fhèin na balaich gu 
faighinn feadhainn.

11.3.15 Latha math, gun dad a’ dol fhathast. Sùil ri blàr 
artillery aig 11.30am. IMI JSM. An domhain fa sgaoil. 
Fierce bombardment of German trenches by our batteries 
– Good luck! Tha sinn a’ faighinn ar mi-shealbh le Jack 
Johnson agus shrapnel – smùid de’n talamh a’ tighinn 
do’n trains. Bhuail bloigh te mi ’s a’ chòta.

12.3.15 Seiligeadh eagallach leis gach taobh ach sinne 
gu math sàbhailt. Ghlacadh 3 miles of trenches agus 
grunnan cheudan phrìosanach. Thàinig sinn às an trainns 
mu dheich uairean a dh’oidhche. Stand to arms fad na 
h-oidhche.

13.3.15 Latha math briagha – bomb throwing. Fhuair na 
Worcesters am mi-shealbh leis an Artillery againn fhèin an 
dèidh dhaibh gabhail trainns nan Gearmailteach.

14.3.15 Sunday. Latha math. Church parade. Feasgar 
eagallach aig Artillery – a’ dol ’san dorch – soillseachadh 
na coille – faireachdainn uaigneach – uachdar an domhain 
fa sgaoil a’ criothnachadh na cruinne. Thill C. Coy. - ma 
gheibh iad faisg roimh thighinn an latha bithidh againne ri 
dhol taobh Loire. Chaidh Iain do’n trainns ma fhuair e unit.

15.3.15 Sguir udarrais nan gunnachan mòra timcheall 
air 8pm. Stand to arms.

16.3.15 Latha math – dèanamh deiseil airson na trainns. 
Dh’fhalbh sinn suas taobh Kemel mu 7pm. Feasgar 
briagha againn a’ tighinn gu trainnsichean h2, h3 and h4. 
A’ cheud pheilear.

17.3.15 Latha briagha. Chaidh L. Cpl. A mharbhadh tràth 
air a’ mhaduinn. Tha dha-na-tri shells a’ tuiteam timcheall. 
Fhuair sinn chun an t-sabhail ’san anmoch. Chaidil sinn 
an toll beag – 14 – ar glùinean ’nar bus – casan fuar.

18.3.15 Latha greannach. Sinn a bha soganach a’ 
bruich bhuntàta. Ross (of old G) air a leòn ’san anmoch 
air fatigue.  Sneachd ’san oidhche. na balaich a muigh a’ 

The Value of Freedom – Murdo Murray

Small Voices From Day to Day

A Diary from the First World War

7.3.15  Stormy day – bomb throwing. There you are, 
Iain Aonghais, with your bag full. You’ll eat your rations 
tonight.

8.3.15  Terribly cold day – snow. MMI with his big cakes 
– he was very happy. A letter from home and another from 
S. We went at sunset to the trench – fatigue in the dark; in 
the barn; the noise of heavy gunfire. Scared of insects!

9.3.15  A lovely, freezing day, feet cold through the 
night. The impact of the shells that killed the first Gordon 
(4th) can be seen (in the barn door) – the graves; non-
stop heavy gunfire. Fatigue to the K2 trench – up to our 
knees.

10.3.15 Potatoes and corned beef in the barn. The ditch-
water; going to the firing line – a wet afternoon. A dark 
night – fairly cold. Corporal Sradagan 2 Suffolk in the pool 
– he lost his gun. Those are the very boys who would get 
some.

11.3.15 A good day, nothing doing so far. Expecting an 
artillery battle at 11.30am. IMI JSM. Fierce bombardment 
of German trenches by our batteries – Good luck! We are 
having a hard time with Jack Johnson and shrapnel – the 
smoke coming into the trench. A piece of shrapnel hit my 
coat.

12.3.15 Terrible shelling from each side but we were 
quite safe. Captured three miles of trenches and a few 
hundred prisoners. Came from the trench around 10pm 
at night. Stand to arms all night.

13.3.15 A lovely day – bomb throwing. The Worcesters 
had a hard time with our own Artillery after taking a 
German trench.

14.3.15 Sunday. A good day. Church parade. Artillery 
had a terrible afternoon – in the darkness – lighting up 
the forest – a solitary feeling – the surface of the earth 
trembling. C. Coy. returned – if they get near before 
daybreak we will have to go by Loire. Iain went to the 
trench if he got a unit.

15.3.15 The sound of heavy gunfire stopped around 
8pm. Stand to arms.

16.3.15 A good day – getting ready for the trench. We 
went up by Kemel about 7pm. A pleasant afternoon 
coming to h2, h3 and h4 trenches. The first bullet.

17.3.15 A nice day. L. Cpl. was killed early in the morning. 
Two or three shells falling round about us. Reached the 
barn late at night. Slept in a small hole – 14 – knees up to 
our chins – feet cold.

18.3.15 A horrible day. very happy boiling potatoes. 
Ross (of old G) wounded late at night on fatigue. Snow 
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dèanamh trainns.

19.3.15 Sneachd. Latha disearr. Chaidh sinn chun an 
trainns – K2 (c or d). Thòisich cur sneachda – a’ 
liùgaireadh ri teine. Chaidh e as, an dèidh ar dìcheall.

20.3.15 Latha fuar gun dad a’ dol. Oidhche fhuar.

21.3.15 Latha na Sàbaid. Grianach. An artillery a’ dol.

22.3.15 Latha briagha. Chaidh ar leigeadh as an trainns 
– ’san t-sabhal.

23.3.15 Keith Mackay air a leòn. An dìg an rathaid 
a’ dèanamh somag dhuinn fhìn. Theab peilear spoth 
Ghardan! Ràinig sinn La Clyth.

24.3.15 Latha cadalach.

25.3.15 Latha math fliuch. Platoon drill againn.

29.3.15 Dh’fhalbh sinn a rithist do’n trainns – oidhche 
shoilleir bhriagha ’s an saoghal uile fo shàmhchair ach 
sgal na pìoba. Ghluais sinn fo bhuaidh-se le ceum 
lùghmhor ged bu trom an t-eallach – ’s a pongan a’ togail 
Tìr ar Gràidh an inntinn gach duine againn – seachad air 
vierstrat chun an t-sabhail mhòir. Platoon 15 ann an na. 
Oidhche reòit – casan fuar. Cò bha romham ach balaich 
Tholastaidh – Shemelach Campbell.

30.3.15 Latha briagha grianach. Shrapneil a measg nan 
craobh. Ruith caol aig na balaich ’san ‘dug-out’. Chaidh 
ar leigeadh aist – suas do’n t-sabhal air a’ mhullach. Aon 
soillse ’s bhiodh e ’na smùid.

31.3.15 Dà fatigue a raoir. Gearmailtich is Fraingich 
marbh air an rathad. Cadal chan fheum troimh’n oidhch’. 
Obair, obair! Latha briagha ach chan fhaigh a mach.

through the night. The boys out digging a trench.

19.3.15 Snow. A horrible day. Went to the trench – K2 
(c or d). Started snowing – warming ourselves by a fire. It 
went out, despite our best efforts.

20.3.15 A cold day with nothing doing. A cold night.

21.3.15 The Sabbath. Sunny. Artillery being fired.

22.3.15 A nice day. Were let out of the trench – in the 
barn.

23.3.15 Keith Mackay injured. In the ditch making a den 
for ourselves. A bullet nearly hit Gordon! Arrived at La 
Clyth.

24.3.15 A sleepy day.

25.3.15 A good wet day. Had platoon drill.

29.3.15 Went off again to the trench – a bright pleasant 
night, the world at peace except for the skirl of the pipes. 
We moved off with a spring in our steps although the 
burden was heavy – the notes bringing Tìr ar Gràidh (The 
Land of Our Love) to our minds – past vierstrat to the big 
barn. Platoon 15 in na. A freezing night – cold feet. Who 
was there ahead of me but the Tolsta boys – Shemelach 
Campbell.

30.3.15 A nice sunny day. Shrapnel in the trees. The 
boys had a narrow run in the ‘dug-out’. We were let out – 
up to the barn. One light and it could go up in smoke.

31.3.15 Two fatigues last night. Germans and Frenchmen 
dead on the road. Hard to sleep. Work, work! A good day 
but can’t get out.

Thanks to the Back Community Council, many 
of us over a certain age were able to gather at 
the Caladh Inn on 
24th January for the 
Back Annual Senior 
Citizens' Lunch.  It 
was so encouraging 
to see such a large 
number present for 
the occasion this 
year.  We were also 
pleased to have with 
us Mr Angus Macneil 
M.P. as an invited 
guest. 

We were all treated 
to a delicious three-
course meal from a 
varied menu to suit all tastes.  It was an ideal oppor-
tunity to meet up with old friends and catch up with 

each other's news. Following the meal there was 
a time of entertainment provided by local young 

artistes, includ-
ing Katy Graham 
and John Alasdair 
Bain who sang, and 
Graham Maclennan 
on accordion, who 
were ably introduced 
by members of the 
Community Council 
who also brought 
humour into the 
occasion.

All in all it was a most 
pleasant and enjoya-
ble event and we can 
only give our heartfelt 

thanks to the Community Council for making the 
afternoon so special for us all.

Back Community Council Senior Citizens’ Lunch
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Roving Reporters
Three eager reporters, Faith (P6), Eilidh and Chiemene  
(both P7) have recorded the Tong news for this edition.  
As readers can see, this was another busy month in Tong 
School. Well done, girls.

Open Day
Future nursery and Primary One pupils were given 
an opportunity to look around the school and nursery.  
Guides from Primary Seven led parents and children 
around the school and introduced them to staff.

Eilidh, Chiemene and Charlotte P7, were guides and com-
ment on their experience: I really enjoyed working with 
the parents and young children (Eilidh).  I enjoyed show-
ing the young children and parents around the school 
and nursery. (Chiemene) I thought it was a good idea to 
let parents and young children look around the school. 
(Charlotte)

Marlene and Anne come back to Tong
Marlene Horne and Anne  Macleod who are both former 
pupils of Tong School now work in Tong nursery. We hope 
the ladies have many enjoyable days working in Tong 
nursery.

Trunk Dance
Julia McGee, who works at An Lanntair, recently came to 
our school to deliver two dance sessions to the nursery 
pupils and P1/2. David Maciver, P2, wrote a short report 
about his dance lessons: 

Dance Report
A fun lady called Julia came to dance with us.  We were 
surfing.  I think that it was fun.  My best part was the 
feather dance. I felt happy.  It made my bones strong. 
By David

Burns Lunch
The Burns Lunch 
was held in our 
school on Thursday 
5th February 2015.                
Anna and Fiona 
cooked up a tasty Burns lunch for the pupils and staff . 
The ladies made some yummy cock-a-leekie soup along 
with haggis, black pudding, neeps and tatties. Scottish 
shortbread was a scrumptious sweet success. The tra-
ditional Robert Burns song ‘’Auld Lang Syne’’was per-
formed by Sophie Graham (P7) on the violin and siblings 
naomi (P4) and Matthew (P2) sang along.  A big thanks 
to Anna and Fiona for our lovely dinner and another big 
thanks to Sophie, naomi and Matthew for their lovely 
singing. 

Bring and Buy Sale
On 6th  February we held a Bring and Buy sale in our 
school hall. Children tidied out their bedrooms and 
brought unwanted toys books and games in for the sale. 
Parents also donated baking and bric-a-brac. Our pupils 
are good bargain hunters and they snapped up lots of 
new treasures. The purpose of the sale was to raise 
money for the school. We would like to thank all parents 
and friends who donated items and attended on the day. 
Pupils and staff would like to add a special message of 
thanks to our fundraising committee who organise fun 
events throughout the year. The pantomime trip to An 
Lanntair was funded by proceeds from on-going fundrais-
ing events. 

Touch Rugby
On Wednesday 11th February we went to the All Weather 
Pitch for the Touch Rugby Competition. In the competition 
team there was Callum Mays, Adam Mackinnon , Drew 
Maynard , Krysta Bray, Maryanne Macphail , Harry Bray 
and Keith Bray. We won all our matches and only let in 
two tries. We were playing against Laxadale in the finals 

Tong School

Open Day

Well done to our Rugby Team
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and we beat their team the 2-1. We all really enjoyed 
it.  We were awarded a beautiful cup which we proudly 
showed to pupils and staff on our return to school. 

Krysta Bray P7

Story Corner

P4/5 have been learning about Space and Sarah 
Macpherson, P5, shares some imaginative writing with 
readers:

The Unknown Planet

Murky and shadowy it was for sure, eerie ghost noises 
haunted the land as I strolled along this frightening planet. 
Destruction and Havoc was evident here, this planet had 
a moderately pleasant block of land though. It was irritat-
ing and quite a pest walking as the holes and craters kept 
tripping me up.

Slowly walking along the rocky path avoiding the holes, I 
found a glass path with blazing hot molten lava. Cautiously 
I walked along this peculiar path. I had to untangle myself 
out of the cobwebs as I went by. I walked and walked, 
faster and faster, my heart was thumping even more and 
more as I went. Suddenly my heart was racing. I was over 
the moon. I had found a castle!

I woke up in my nice cosy bed, it was all just a dream!

Sarah Macpherson P5

Plasma screen  

We now have a plasma screen in our corridor to show us 
which activities are taking place each day. It is very handy 
to see if we have music or gym or a trip/visitor. It’s in the 
corridor across from the front door to welcome all our 
visitors. We got it from another school which is very good 
recycling for an Eco school. 

Bargains at the 
Bring and 

Buy Sale

Sophie, 
Naomi 

and Matthew 
performing 'Auld 

Lang Syne'

Marlene 
and Anne 

are back in 
school

Cole and Owen 
enjoying 

a hearty 
Burns 

Lunch

Super Scottish food
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLAnT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Once more we are delighted to hear from Angus Finlayson in 
Lower Hutt, Wellington, and thank him for keeping in touch. 
It makes the publication very worthwhile when we remember 
that it is keeping exiles all over the world in touch with what 
is going on at home.

Greetings to one and all, although a little late, yet ever 
meaningful.  The new Year is with us and we are grateful for 
all the blessings of the year that has passed.  There has no 
doubt been some sadness, yet with the support of family and 
friends the times will be softened by their support.

Into 2015 we go, and I am sure most of us are wishing that 
there would be some reconciliation throughout the world 
around us; where there seems to be so much suffering by the 
innocents and the sad fact is that they have never known any 
different.  Here in new Zealand there seems to be a peace 
that has meant that most of us have known no difference.  
Down here at the end of the world at this time of the year 
where we are having long hot days with the green hills and 
sandy beaches, we seem far removed from trouble.

As I prepare these few notes, I know how fortunate we are 
here to have comfortable homes, secure salaries, shops full 
of products and produce from new Zealand and overseas.  
Employment is not as secure as it was, yet work is there if 
you look hard enough.

I am a local councillor in Hutt City and every six weeks we 
welcome new citizens from all over the world.  The average 
for each ceremony is between 130 – 150 people.  These are 
people who have been in new Zealand for two years and I 
am amazed where they have come from – refugee camps, 
South Africa, USA, Britain, India; many with sad memories of 
a country they have had to leave.  Often they have left fami-
lies who have been torn apart.  The population of Hutt City is 
only 104,000 yet we have to make room for the less fortunate 
people in our society.

Our summer months have been very hot and we’re experi-
encing the warmest January on record with an average of 
26C (82 F).  The school children have been on summer holi-
day from the beginning of December and have only had one 
day of rain during the six weeks they have been off school.  
This time of the year sees families taking holidays – taking 
the car and going on the ferries to the South Island or driv-
ing up to the far north of the north Island.  Others flock to 
see family and friends; some go to Australia or some of the 
Pacific islands such as Tonga, Fiji or Samoa.

Over recent years we have seen the number of Lewis folk 
dwindling. In the past they settled in new Zealand following 
time at sea; however there appear to be fewer ships now with 
all Isles seamen on deck.  In past days one could visit village 
folk from home here in Wellington every night of the week.  
Some of us will remember ships tied up with Isles seamen 
on most of them.

The Gaelic Club was well patronised in those days by the 
seamen.  I recently spoke to John Macneil (past President 
of the Gaelic Club.)  He advised me that the Gaelic Club 
is going from strength to strength – a little different from 
the past – but people are being attracted by the music and 
Scottish dancing.  The doors are now closed at 8.30 pm.  The 
doctors and nurses from the nearby Wellington Hospital are 
faithful supporters.  The Gaelic Club is one of the oldest (if 
not the oldest) club in Wellington.  They formerly met in the 
Thistle Hall in Arthur Street at the top of Taranaki Street in 

Wellington but this has now become a community hall and 
the Gaelic Club now meets in the Pipers’ Hall.  

From 1957 onwards, when I settled here in Wellington, I think 
the following list I prepared is close to the number of Lewis 
people who were living in the Lower Hutt/Wellington area

Back Area

Angus Murray
John Mackenzie
Alex Macleod
Kenny Macleod

Vatisker

Murdo Ferguson

Upper Coll

Donald Macleod
Hector Macdonald
Cuillian’s brother? “Raleigh”

Gearraidh Ghuirm

John Maclean (Scotty) “Mac nosey”
George Matheson

Tong and Aird Tong

Murdo MacIver and brother Angus (Libby’s brothers)
Donald MacIver and brother David (Brogach’s brothers)
Alex John – Donald and sister nancy Macleod (Wheems)
Agnes Macleod “nighean A’ Bhogie”
Billy MacFarlane
Alex John MacPherson
Mary Macneil
Angus Finlayson
Donald Angie Stewart
norman Macdonald

Gress/Tolsta

Lillian Coull
Murdo Mackay
John Mackay
Loddle
John MacMillan
Don Campbell
John Mackenzie (A’Collas)
Peter Smith
Cathie Tootsan (Gress)
Mary Macdonald (nee Finlayson)

Hopefully this newsletter will be of interest to most and I’ll 
promise to keep in touch from time to time.

With regards to all,

Angus Finlayson

A Letter from New Zealand



20

Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559
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Back in Time           March 1945
On Leave

With us on leave recently were Dolina Munro, WAAF, 14 
Gress;  John Graham, RAF, 9 Gress;  Norman Macinnes, 
RNR, 4 Gress;  John George Macleod, Tug Service, 
12 Gress;  Murdo Maciver, MN, 15 Gress;  Donald 
Macleod, MN, 20 Gress;  George Mackay, RNR, 28 
Gress;  Alexander Stewart, RNR, 29 Gress;  William 
Maciver, Tug Service, 36 Gress;  Donald Maciver, RNR, 
36 Gress;  Donald Murray, RNR, 37 Gress;  John Murray, 
MN, Lighthill, Back;  George Beaton, RAF, Church 
St, Back;  Angus Murray, Royal Marines, 52 Vatisker;  
Murdo Macleod, RNR, New St, Back;  Samuel Macleod, 
RNR, New St, Back;  Donald Macleod, RNR, New St, 
Back;  Coder Donald R Murray, RNR, 21 Back;  Katie M 
Macdonald, Nursing, Lighthill, Back;  Murdo Macleod, 
RNR, Outend Coll;  Alexander John Macleod, RNR, 
50 Upper Coll;  Malcolm Maciver, RNR, 6 Upper Coll;  
John Maciver, RNR, 6 Upper Coll;  Catherine Maciver, 
ATS, 11 Upper Coll;  Donald Campbell, MN, 9 Upper 
Coll;  John E Maclennan, RNR, New St, Back;  Donald 
Mackenzie, RNR, 26 Back;  Donald Martin, RNR, 63 
Lighthill;  John Murdo Graham, Tug Service, Catherine 
Hill;  Chief PO Donald Ferguson, RNR, 2 Gress;  Mary 
Ann Ferguson, NAAFI, 2 Gress;  Agnes Ferguson, 
WAAF, 2 Gress;  Peggy Ferguson, WAAF, 2 Gress;  
Hannah Ferguson, WAAF, 2 Gress;  Murdo Macdonald, 
RNR, 20 Upper Coll;  Murdo Macdonald, RNR, 3 Upper 
Coll;  John Macdonald, RNR, Lighthill, Back;  Kenneth 
Campbell, RNR, 26 Back;  Mrs Murdina Campbell, ATS, 
26 Back;  Henrietta Macdonald, Civil Nursing Reserve, 
Outend Coll;  Norman Macleod, Tug Service, New St, 
Back and Angus Maclean, RAMC, Keeper’s House, 
Gress, who is serving with the BLA.  He landed in 
Normandy on D-Day.

Wedding Bells

We have yet another wedding to report this week, the 
contracting parties being Jamesina, younger daughter of 
the late Mr and Mrs Murdo Graham, New St, Back, and 
Donald Ferguson, eldest surviving son of Mr and Mrs 
Kenneth Ferguson, 2 Gress. The wedding took place at 
the bride’s home, Rev Mr Mackenzie officiating.  The 
bride, with her beautiful fair hair and milk and roses 
complexion, made a striking picture in a gorgeous gown 
of white satin, with a long flowing veil, held in place by 
a wreath of white flowers.  She was given away by her 
uncle, Mr John Macmillan, Back.  The bridesmaids were 
the groom’s sisters, Maryann and Hannah, and the bride’s 
sister, Bell Ann.  They were all dressed in pink satin, with 

shoulder length veils to match.  The best man was Mr 
Angus Graham, Garryghuirm., nephew of the bride (Rinn 
thu gle mhath,  an Aonghais)!  In spite of the inclemency 
of the weather, “oidhche banais nan cearc” people flocked 
from all over the district with their various gifts.  To say 
the wedding was a great success, and enjoyed by old and 
young alike, is putting it mildly. “Bean a’ Ghille” was in 
her element preparing tea for the guests while “Katie Ann 
Dhomhnuill an Chuil” was head tablemaid.  Dancing was 
kept up till the early hours of the morning.  The “banais-
thigh” in Gress will also be remembered for a long time 
to come. The groom, who is a chief petty-officer in the 
Navy, will have rejoined his ship by the time this appears 
in print.

Cupid has again been busy in this district.  This time, 
Catherine Macleod, second youngest daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Alexander Macleod, 1 New Park, Vatisker, became 
the bride of Norman Campbell, eldest son of the late 
Mr and Mrs Alexander Campbell, 8 School St.  Rev Mr 
Mackenzie officiated.  The very attractive bride who 
was given away by her father was beautifully dressed 
in a gown of white taffeta-back satin, with long flowing 
veil, held in place by a posy of white flowers.  She car-
ried a bouquet of white marguerites and maidenhair fern. 
She was attended as bridesmaids by Mary Graham, 22 
Vatisker, cousin of the groom, and Etta Ann Macleod, 
sister of the bride.  They were dressed respectively in 
blue and pink taffeta with shoulder length veils to match.  
The duties of the bestman were ably performed by Mr 
Angus Macleod, 39 Gress, the bride’s uncle. We must 
not forget the trainbearers, Miss Alexina Graham, niece 
of the groom, and Master John A Russell, nephew of the 
bride. Bride and groom are both members of HM Forces, 
the bride in the ATS and the groom in the Navy, and they 
have now left to rejoin their units.

Twice a Survivor
Mr and Mrs Murdo Graham, 5 Gress, have received a 
letter from their elder son Murdo, stating that his ship has 
been sunk, and that all his personal belongings have been 
lost. Once before, Murdo was a survivor, along with many 
other Lewis lads, when HMS “Salopian” was sunk in the 
Atlantic.  Shortly afterwards he was drafted abroad, and 
has not been home for close on 3 years.  He has visited 
many foreign ports and interesting places, and naturally 
had collected many oddments in the form of souvenirs.  
Now all these have been lost, but we are glad that he has 
escaped unscathed.  We all hope to see the same cheerful 
“Ponds” again within a short time.
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JOHN A FINLAYSON
JOInERY & BUILDInG SERvICES

JOHN ALEX FINLAYSON
JOInER

SPRInGSIDE HOUSE
TOnG, STORnOWAY
ISLE OF LEWIS
07768 205834 / 01851 706567 AFTER 6PM

marion@finlayson24.fsnet.co.uk
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On Leave
Murdo Smith, MN, 3 Aird Tong;  James 
Maciver, RN, 33 Aird Tong;  Norman Macleod, 
RN, 34 Aird Tong;  Angus Finlayson, RN, 24 
Aird Tong;  Neil Finlayson, Army, 27 Aird 
Tong;  Dolina Matheson, Munitions, 10 Aird 
Tong;  Peggy Thomson, ATS, 32 Aird Tong;  Donald 
Thomson, RN, 32 Aird Tong;  Donald Maclennan, RN, 
17 Tong;  James Maclennan, MN, 17 Tong;  Donald 
Macinnes, RN, Hillhead, Tong;  Norman Smith, RN, and 
his wife, PO Smith, WRNS, 7 Tong Park.  We are also 
pleased to have with us John Angus Maclennan, Navy, 1 
Tong Park, who has been on foreign service for the last 
two and a half years;  also two lads from the Western 
Front – Donald Maciver, Canadians, 5 Tong Park, and 
Malcolm Murray, Army, 5 Tong.

Wedding Bells
A wedding of much local interest took place at Hope St 
Free Church, Glasgow, on Thursday, 1st March, when 
Margaret Ann, youngest daughter of Mr and Mrs Murdo 
Thomson, 3 Aird, Tong, was united in matrimony with 
Murdo, eldest son of Mr and Mrs John Smith, 7 Tong 
Park.  Rev A Finlayson officiated.  The very charming 
bride who was given away by her cousin Mr Malcolm 
Thomson, MA, Uddingston, Glasgow, wore a dress of 
saxe blue with a spray of maidenhair fern.  She was 

L. to R. Catriona Stoggie, Kirsty Bell Dolly an Sìne, Christine a' Hut

Chrissie a' Lodge

L. to R. Christine Campbell (nighean Bellag 
Mhic Uilleam), Margaret (nighean Mor 

Phian), Christine Tohan, Mairi Glen

Back in Time 
Tong, March 1945

attended by the groom’s sister Morag, who wore a dress 
of duck egg blue.  The duties of bestman were ably per-
formed by Mr Kenneth Thomson, brother of the bride.  
After the ceremony, a reception was held at the Angus 
Restaurant, Argyle St, where a large number of guests 
were entertained. The following day, the happy couple 
left for their honeymoon.  On Thursday, 8th March, 
another reception was held at the bride’s home where a 
large number of guests were entertained to a sumptuous 
repast.  Dancing to the strains of bagpipe and accordion 
music made the hours fly, and it was with regret that eve-
rybody realised it was time to retire from a most enjoy-
able occasion.  Once again we’d like to wish Mr and Mrs 
Murdo Smith, “ Good Luck and Godspeed”.

In Their New Home

We are glad to see that Mr and Mrs Angus Macleod (late 
of North Tolsta) have now settled in their new home at 
Laxdale.  We all miss them very much as they were very 
popular with the whole community during their brief stay 
at No 3 Tong Park.



24

On my visit to 
Buaile Bhac in the 
autumn of 2014, the 
charming and very 
persuasive editor 
of the LATn asked 
me to pen some of 
my thoughts and 
observations about 
my trip.  The rea-
son for my visit was 
two-fold; the first to 
see my family and 
friends in Scotland 
and the other to cel-
ebrate a University 
class re-union in 
Aberdeen – our 
60th medical year re-union 1954-2014!  The years 
have gone by in a mere twinkling:  “The Moving Finger 
writes; and, having writ moves on…”   By chance my 
visit coincided with the Referendum on Independence.  
It was an exciting time to be in Scotland and I thor-
oughly enjoyed the discourse and debate and “The 
vote” was the talking point everywhere I visited.  I 
watched a lot of referendum Tv in Glasgow, Aberdeen 
and Stornoway and read just as much on my travels in 
between!

Glasgow was my first stop and one immediately gets 
a warm feeling on arriving to see “Ceud Mìle Fàilte” at 
Glasgow airport! In that city I was fortunate to spend 
some time with my dear sister Margaret who was in 
hospital for the first time in her 93 years.  Margaret 
sadly passed away a short time after and her life was 
justly celebrated in Drumchapel and Back.  From 
Glasgow I travelled by train to Aberdeen and the famil-
iar scenic east coast route was punctuated with the 
colourful billboards of the two referendum campaigns.  
I spent some time with my brother norman and his 
wife and daughter in Cults.  He will be 90 on his next 
birthday and is now the elder statesman of the Murray 
family. 

At the class reunion in Aberdeen it was a joy to see so 
many of my classmates of yesteryear although the rav-
ages of time can be unsettling.  The Grim Reaper has 
taken its toll and the prevalence of hearing aids and 
walking sticks may signal that it could have been our 
last re-union - sad and happy times.  However, during 
our short time together single malt was our preferred 
medication and Slàinte Mhath our frequent toast! 

Arriving in Buaile Back was really being “home” again.  
neil and Catherine’s kindness and hospitality make 
The Anvil a real home from home.  They thrive on com-
pany.  Their door is always open and a warm welcome 
is extended to one and all.  If the only constant in life 
is change, nowhere is that truer than in the Gaelic 

speaking communi-
ties in Lewis.  The 
changes in my own 
lifetime are indeed 
many.  The physical 
changes in housing 
and sanitation are 
a great improve-
ment and are to 
be applauded.  Yet 
these changes may 
be a detriment to 
the old, social way 
of life in the Isles.  
Robert Frost, the 
celebrated new 
England poet, 
mused that “Good 

fences make good neighbours” but that wasn’t the 
result in Lewis.  In the 1960s fences were erected all 
over the Island.  Since then families seem to have 
retreated from convivial living to the warm seclusion of 
their comfortable, modern homes.  Like most of the rest 
of the world, communication is by telephone, e-mail 
or text! One cannot stop progress and only nostalgia 
vainly tries.  It took the upheaval of two World Wars to 
break the old mould.  The house ceilidhs and the road 
dances are no more.  But the present generation are 
healthier and much better off materially.

One can sense the waning of Gaelic worship even in 
the rural areas and family worship in the majority of 
homes is a thing of the past.  Some may even argue 
that the relaxation of religious dominance is not nec-
essarily a bad thing but let us hope that there is no 
accompanying relaxation in morals and ethics.

Back to the referendum – my mind is like the Lewis 
weather and jumps from one thing to another!  Auld 
Scotia can be very proud of this event.  It was an 
excellent demonstration of civilised democracy at work.  
The “no” vote won but I don’t think that the “Yes” vote 
lost.  The 300 year old Union survived by the skin of its 
teeth.  The Union is considered by many to have been 
hatched by a few Scottish opportunists who had lost a 
fortune in the Darien Scheme and were compensated 
by the English for supporting the Union, “We‘re bought 
and sold for English Gold, such a parcel of rogues in 
a nation.”

The Scots, whether in Scotland or in Canada can be, 
at times, tiresomely nationalistic and I must admit that 
I am very guilty of that:  “Wha’s like us, damn few 
and they’re a’ deid...”  Scots like to believe that they 
are known, not just for being thrifty and canny, but 
for inventing pretty much everything that the Chinese 
forgot to invent! It was also no coincidence that the 
referendum was held on September 18th – the 700th 

Unions and Reunions

Dr Duncan Murray, September 2014 , River Clyde
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anniversary of the Battle of Bannockburn in 1314, when 
the Scots, outnumbered 3 to 1 sent the English army 
home in utter defeat “tae think again…”  Only the foot-
ball Wembley Wizards can even come close to that!

The discussions on currency, oil and the economy were 
complex and of great interest to hear, with, I believe, 
truths on both sides.  Young people were predominantly 
in favour of Independence and for that reason alone we 
have not heard the end of the debate.  The “Yes” side 
seemed to be more vocal and articulate but the quieter 
confidence of the “no” camp won in the end.  Many of 
the pledges made in the wake of the referendum will 
be put to the test in the forthcoming General Election 
which promises to be exciting and could deliver some 
surprises.

I enjoyed my visit to Scotland as always.  The reunion 
and time spent with old friends and family across the 
country was precious with the referendum an added 
bonus!  Although I have lived in Canada for almost 60 
years I still have a deep seated love for Scotland and 
especially Lewis.  

Ceud mìle taing airson ar caoibhneas is ar càirdeas,

Donnchadh Sheumais

Neil and Duncan Murray

Local Girls Tackle UK’s Greatest Endurance 
Challenge in Aid of Bethesda
Four local girls, Donna MacLeod Bray, Kathleen 
MacLeod, Rachel Campbell and Sarah Bayfield first 
had the idea of doing 
'something’ for char-
ity during June of last 
year. They had taken 
part in the ‘dusk to 
dawn’ walk for the 
Leanne Fund and 
after that they felt 
that walking for char-
ity could make a real 
difference for some-
one less fortunate.

After seeing yet 
more deaths of loved 
ones, known to many 
of us from cancer 
and amidst the ongo-
ing media coverage 
of untimely deaths of 
so many people from cancer, the girls felt that our 
local Bethesda Hospice was the perfect cause to sup-
port in any new challenge.

Wanting to make a difference and support Bethesda, 
in a moment of madness they thought about taking on 
the 100k walk from London to Brighton! So on May 
23rd this year the walking shoes are on! 

The Facebook page, ‘L2B’ has lots of likes and is 

updated with fundraising events and the odd ‘training 
selfie’.  A very successful Breakfast/Car Wash was 
held at the Tong Hall which raised a whopping £752 
and the team have been busy selling guesses for our 

‘Win a £100 note’ 
fund raiser.  Keep an 
eye on the FB page 
for the winner!

You have probably 
noticed the very 
trendy training gear 
which was donat-
ed by A Campbell 
Electrical Services.  
The four ‘woman’ 
team is receiving 
lots of waves and 
toots on their training 
walks which really 
encourages them to 

keep going.  They have 
two really long training walks planned, first leaving 
Aird Tong to Portnaguran and back to Aird Tong and 
the longest walk before race day is to be from Aird 
Tong to Tarbert and, yes, we will be stopping in Tarbert 
to fuel up after our 72K plod!

You heard it in LATN First, Our Just Giving page is 
officially open. Please donate to:

www.JustGiving.Com/Tongtontrekkers

London to Brighton 100K Walk

L. to R. Sarah, Rachel, Donna and Kathleen
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As the saying goes, "March is the month which brings 
fair weather gardeners out of hibernation".  If you haven't 
already prepared the ground, now is the time to dig in 
well-rotted manure and remove perennial weeds before 
they begin to seed and multiply.

I thought this year I would experiment with new flowering 
plant seeds which I have never grown nor seen before, 
plus of course, old favourites.  One is called 'Choice Sum' 
to be sown late Spring;  'Hollyhock' Halo mixed, a hardy 
perennial, each flower enhanced with a distinctive halo; 
'Rudbeckia', a half-hardy annual;  'Calendula', 'Cosmos' 
and a collection of sweet pea seeds.  The leek seeds 
are planted.  I went for two types this year, one called 
'Oarsman' and 'Leek pot' which gives short but large, 
heavy, thick stems, also early cabbage seed.  These will 
all be brought on in the kitchen.

This year I am going to make use of an inorganic mulch, 

in other words 
black poly-
thene.  Black 
polythene will 
conserve mois-
ture, allowing 
early planting, 
as it will warm 
and protect the 
soil, supress-
ing weeds 
and hopefully, 
keep the slugs 
from the plant.  
Digging a small 
narrow trench 
with the trow-
el, tucking the 
polythene in 
the trench and 
backfilling the 
trench with the 
earth will stop the wind from lifting it.  Using a sharp knife 
or scissors to cut crossed slits at the recommended spac-
es will act as planting and watering holes.  Using a hand 
trowel or bulb planter, dig the hole and place the young 
plant through the slits, making sure they are firm.  Organic 
mulches can consist of various organic matter such as 
bark, well rotted grass cuttings and stable manure and is 
ideal for shrubs and perennials etc. For strawberries straw 
is ideal.  Hopefully, as time goes on, we shall be able to 
report on the progress of these plants.

From The Poilegan

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...Planning and Preparing

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATn or cash 
for £35.64 to Mrs M. A. Davidson, 3a new Street, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £35.64
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Hollyhocks

Cosmos
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Many readers were very interested in 
the BBC Alba programme, shown last 
October, about HMS Timbertown, 
and also in the local aspect of 
the story of HMS Timbertown 
featured shortly afterwards in 
Loch a Tuath News.

Fifteen hundred seamen, many 
from our area, were interned for 
four years in wooden camp build-
ings, in Groningen, Holland, it 
being a neutral country. The arti-
cle jogged the memory of John 
nicolson Macdonald (Piseag), 25 
vatisker. 

When he was a young boy, round about 1947, 
Iain was playing outside with his sister Murdina and 
brother Calum Iain. A favourite game at the time was 
playing in the ruins of the nicolson blackhouse nearby, 
with the intention of building a bothag from the stones. 
The walls were still standing at this time and between 
two stones in the wall Iain was very excited to find a 
large coin which on further examination turned out to 
be a medal. Even more intriguing was the fact that the 
name ‘John nicolson’ was engraved on it, Iain’s full 
name being John nicolson Macdonald.

Iain took the medal home to show his father and it tran-
spired that the medal had been given to John nicolson 

(whom Iain had been called after), when he was one 
of the internees at Groningen and a member of a 

winning tug-of-war team. Iain’s father had been 
John nicolson’s first cousin.   We showed the 
Tug of War medal belonging to Donald Graham 
(Dòmhnall Piugh) in the previous article, but it 
is a bit different from John’s medal.

The medal was found in what would 
have been the cùlaist in the house, 
probably left there by his wife for 
safe keeping.

Tragically, John nicolson was 
drowned in March 1922 in a fishing 

disaster, along with five other fisher-
men. His widow, Katie Mary was left 

with a young son and she gave birth to a 
daughter shortly after the death of her husband. She 
then moved to Back to be with her sisters and she 
remained there for the rest of her days.

Today, a hundred years after the medal-winning tug 
of War, John’s medal is a prized possession in Iain’s 
family.

For more information on HMS Timbertown, look at 
the following website (in English!) www.wereldoor-
log1418.nl

We also publish again, in colour, the embroideries 
done by Kenneth Gunn, new Street, Back, while 
interned in Groningen.

First World War HMS Timbertown Sequel

John 
Nicolson's 
Tug of War 

Medal

Kenneth Gunn's embroidery depicting Faith, Hope 
and Charity surrounding his two sisters Margaret and 
Catherine, his brother and Kenneth himself

Kenneth's embroidery in memory of his sister Margaret who 
had died aged twenty eight in 1911
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Football - The football season is coming nearer and 
from all accounts it is going to be another difficult season 
for the Blues, just the same as the Glasgow Blues, but 
nevertheless the club has over the last eighty years have 
been at the forefront of Lewis football, always having 
representatives in the Lewis selects squads, but this 
year we had nobody from the club, change days indeed, 
but these heady days will return, I can confidently say. 
Congratulations to those who were involved in this year's 
select squads, and well done indeed winning four out of 
five trophies is no mean feat, but unfortunately losing the 
quarter final by one goal from a dodgy penalty, and being 
denied three goals for what seemed to be off-side and 
hitting the woodwork twice it was obviously not going to be 
our day, as it turned out to be.

In the younger age groups there are very good players 
coming through, and with the covered all weather facility 
now being used that we hope that will be the catalyst to 
encourage the youngsters to be good ambassadors for the 
club, and bring the good times back again.

As was mentioned in a previous edition of the magazine we 
can only wish the players and the management of Kenneth 
Bugsy Smith and his assistant Murdo Soggo MacDonald 

our good wishes for the season. the Motto of the club says 
it all, wear the jersey with pride, and be loyal to the club.

Bowling - It is almost the end of another season, hardly 
believable, but the representation this year was very 
encouraging and we hope that others will be joining next 
year.

The last competition of the the season is the Kenneth Titan 
MacDonald trophy and as always all the bowlers want to 
take part, but unfortunately there is a limit on the number of 
people that can play - a maximum of thirty-six. This takes 
place on Saturday 28th Feb and a report of the competition 
will appear in next month's edition, along with photos of 
the winning triple and also of the others who have won tro-
phies this year including the club champion and the league 
champion. At the moment the league can be won by any 
of five players and that in itself makes it very interesting for 
the players, but unfortunately there can be only one winner. 
Watch this space.

This is how the first half of the league placings are at 
the present.  We all wish a speedy recovery to George 
Fairclough, who recently fractured his hip after a fall on 
the ice.

Football and Bowling News

Played Won Drew Lost For Against Points Difference

D.A. Stewart 28 19 1 8 241 158 39 83
Duncan Maclean 26 16 0 10 203 154 32 49

C.I. Macdonald 24 13 4 6 190 146 30 44
Malky Macleod 26 15 0 11 199 167 30 32

Alasdair Maclean 23 13 3 7 165 128 29 37
Robert Macdonald 26 13 3 10 181 172 29 9

Alex Cumming 28 13 1 14 175 192 27 -17
George Fairclough 20 10 4 6 145 108 24 37

Iain Macleod 20 12 0 8 158 138 24 20

C.I. Graham 24 10 3 12 133 216 23 -83

Back F.C. Social and Prizegiving circa 1986
Back row: Allan George MacAskill, Alex Don MacIver, Cab Stewart, Murchadh Milo, Uilleam Mhurdigan, Aonghas an Olaich, D.A. 
Macleod, Cloudy Macleod, Garincha Upsan, James Bommy, Ivor Ferguson, Mac Chalain Iain, Tong, Calum Iain (Duff) Graham, Alex 
John Moley, Peter Grant.

Front: Star Inn Manager, Duncan Suggan, D.A. MacDonald, Gress, Alasdair Mackenzie, John Murdo MacArthy, Kenny John 
Mackenzie,  James 
Alex MacDonald 
Gress.
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Material for publication in the APRIL issue of Loch a Tuath 
News must be in before WEDNESDAY 18th MARCH 2015

Pupils from Tong, Coll, Upper Coll, Back and Gress. 
Back row left to right – Eleanor Smith, Sarah Macleod, Peter Macdonald, Calum Macrae, John Maciver, Tearlach Barden, 
Fin Macphail, Murron Harrison.  Front row left to right – Lorraine Campbell, Aphra Blunt, nicole Maclean, Isabelle Bain, Jane 
Macinnes, Louise Campbell

6th Year Dance at the Nicolson Institute

Coll 
Beach 
shows 
up our 
recent 
weather 
of 
showers 
and sun.

Photograph couresty of Leila Angus, Brighter Still Photography


