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Fàilte
Welcome to the March issue of Loch a 
Tuath News. This month there seems to 
be a New Zealand theme as we have 
two letters from New Zealand and an 
interview with John Macleod (Jokey) of 
Back and New Zealand.
The first of three parts of Gaisgich Chuil 
appears this month, compiled once 
more by Neil Murray, The Anvil, and Iain 
Murray, Ullapool and 9 Back. We would 
like to thank all those who have got in 
touch with WW1 information and photos 
of their relatives, and would welcome 
any more. At this juncture I would like to 
commend and thank Neil and Iain on the 
tremendous amount of research they 
have undertaken in this very worthwhile 
project, commemorating these men of 
our communities who gave their lives for 
our freedom.
In addition to all that, we hear of the new 
Back Community Council, the Glenesk, 
an update from Back RFC, Bowling 
News, the Volunteer of the Year and all 
our usual features.
This is the last Fàilte I will be writing, 
as Melanie Mackay, Upper Coll, is tak-
ing over as editor for the time being. 
Melanie’s contact details can be found 
on Page 5. The committee is delighted 
that Melanie, who was born and brought 
up in Back and Coll and is now bring-
ing up her own family in Upper Coll is 
going to take over the reins.  On a per-
sonal note, the incumbent editor and the 
incoming editor have a family link, as 
Melanie’s maternal great grandmother 
and my grandfather were brother and 

sister, brought up at 55 Coll. We wish 
Melanie all the best in her role as editor. 
Please give her your support.
I have loved editing Loch a Tuath News 
for the last three years and have made 
many friends both online and on a 
personal basis. I know I am going to 
miss many aspects of the role of edi-
tor, and as I write this feel very sad, but 
life changes and the time has come for 
me to hand over the reins. I am now 
going to swop my editorial role for that 
of being a granny. I am, however, going 
to remain as a committee member and 
support for the new editor.
I would like to thank the committee for 
their huge support and the many people 
who have contributed to the magazine 
over these three years, too many to 
mention individually. I would also like to 
give a huge thank you to Helen Smith 
who typesets the magazine in a bril-
liant fashion. This month, however, we 
send Helen very good wishes as she 
is unwell at the time of typesetting, and 
we thank Don Macdonald, Sealgar, who 
has stepped into the breech.
Finally, a big thank you to you the read-
ers, for your support. Please keep buy-
ing Loch a Tuath News and encourage 
your friends and relatives to do so too. 
In common with other printed newspa-
pers there is a decline in readership 
so your support is needed! Old photo 
supplies are getting depleted, so please 
keep sending them in.
With warmest wishes to you all

Anna Tucker
Cover picture of Glenesk courtesy of 
Maggie Macleod, Gress, Impactimagz.

How to submit an article or a photograph to the Loch a Tuath 
News 
By email: annatucker99@yahoo.co.uk
By post: 10c Upper Coll, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LT 
Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible.  If you need to 
have an article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 
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As NA 
BAilteAN

was responsible for as meteorol-
ogist on board ocean ships in the 
Atlantic in the post-war years. He 
was also seconded to the Falkland 
Islands and to the most southerly 
base off the Antarctic Peninsula 
appropriately called Grahamland. 
As if a period in Antarctic condi-
tions were not sufficient experi-
ence, his next mission was to a 
base at Christmas Island in the 
Pacific Ocean where his tasks 
included assessing and tracking 
any fallout from testing the hydro-
gen bomb. Before his well-earned 
retirement he was to finish off 
"all his wandering" by working for 
several years at weather stations 
in the Middle East.

Sandy's funeral from Back Free 
Church, where he regularly wor-
shipped, was attended by a large 
number of friends, some from Ness 
where his son Alasdair Murdo and 
family live. To his devoted widow 
Cathie, their sons Alasdair Murdo 
and Derek and daughter Mabel, 
much sympathy is extended.

Rudhach Recommends Sgoil a' 
Bhac!

Matthew Maciver, the well-known edu-
cationalist, writing his monthly arti-
cle My Portnaguran in the Rudhach 
magazine devotes much of his current 
article to an appraisal of community 
publications such as the Rudhach, 
Fios, Loch a Tuath News and the 
latest edition, Lochs News.

Commenting on Sgoil a' Bhac - 
Memories Through the Ages he 
writes, "This is a gloriously nostalgic 
look at a school that earned and 
maintained its reputation among the 
people. It would be unimaginable that 
any former pupil of Back School would 
not have a copy of the book." Copies 
are still available at Gordon's Shop.

Coll
In Hospital

Best wishes to Mina Macleod 51 Coll 
(Bean a Changan) who has been 
in the Golden Jubilee Hospital after 
having surgery for a hip replacement. 
Mina is now home and hopes she 
keeps up the steady progress. Angus 
can be her home help until she is fit to 
go about her chores. 

BACk/VAtisker
The Late Sandy Graham

Alexander Graham, 27 Back - Sandy 
a' Phuthair - passed away in Ospadal 
nan Eilean on 13 January. He was 
one of the last veterans of WW2 in 
the village of Back. Sandy had been 
physically strong and mentally alert up 
until his mid-80s but the infirmities of 
old age impacted on his health in the 
closing years of his life. He died in his 
90th year.

He was a lad of many parts - intelli-
gent, practical and very proficient in 
matters scientific and technical. He 
demonstrated these qualities in a life-
time of interest and adventure. 

His early education was received in 
‘Back Public School’. The early years 
there he remembered with very dis-
tinct and mixed feelings which he 
related in his contribution to Sgoil 
a' Bhac - Memories Through the 
Ages. With a few of his contempor-
aries he went on to do well in the 
Nicolson Institute. Instead of continu-
ing to Higher Education he joined, at 
the age of 18 years, the Tug Service 
for the last year of the war where he 
was employed in salvaging and tow-
ing damaged ships to the safety of 
friendly ports.

In an interesting article in LATN 
in February 2006 Sandy gave an 
informative account of the duties he 

Gress
No news is good news!

toNG
Village Condolences

We send our sympathy to the family 
of the late Mary MacIver who passed 
away recently. We remember her son 
Iain and his family at 3 Aird Tong, 
her daughters Marietta MacLeod and 
family at Ford Terrace, Erica Murray 
and her family at 10 Tong, Maureen 
and her family in North Tolsta and 
Janice Boag in Inverness. We think 
of them all during this difficult time as 
they just lost their dad in May 2015. 
We also especially remember Erica 
who gave birth to a baby girl, Amber 
Charlee, just a few days before she 
lost her own mother.

We also extend our sincere condol-
ences to Julia MacIver and her family, 
4 Milking Hill, on the loss of a mother 
and grandmother, when Julia’s mother 
Joan MacIver passed away recently.

In last month’s issue we sent our 
condolences to the family of Kenny 
Murdo MacIver who passed away in 
Inverness. Just three weeks later his 
only sister Ishbel passed away down 
in Dover where she lived. Their father 
was Kenneth (Gillip) Maciver, 5 Tong 
Park. We remember the cousins Alice, 
Hettie and Kenny Murdo who live in 
the village and the rest of the family at 
home and away.

In Hospital

We are sorry to hear that baby Owen 
Morrison has been flown to hospi-
tal in Glasgow. We do hope that he 
improves and gets back home along 
with his parents Amanda and Derek, 
16b Tong. Owen is the grandson of 
Joan and great grandson of the late 
Mary Flora and Dolly John Campbell. 
We remember the whole family at this 
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Mrs Alexina Cumming on the occasion of her 96th Birthday (see 
Upper Coll news)

Chrissie Macleod, Mary and John Murdo Macaulay Seonaid Stewart, Catriona Macintosh and Alasdair Stewart

Nan Ferguson, Sheila Macdonald and Rev Calum I Macleod

Joan and Ciorstag Anne

Senior Citizen Lunch Pictures

Katikati Garden Group 'Cousins' L. to R. Glen Keyman,  Sue 
Sisley, Chris Edginton, Janet Matthews (see page 6)

Dòmhnall Mhicdugaill, Catriona and Joanna Morrison

Mary Ann Davidson, Willie Maclean, Mairi Macleod and Anna 
Tucker at Media Awards Ceremony (see page 13)
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worrying time for them all.

Home from Hospital

Get well wishes are sent to Joan 
MacLennan, 4B Aird Tong, who was 
discharged from hospital following 
surgery. Joan has expressed her sin-
cere gratitude for all the tokens of 
kindness she received during her time 
in hospital and since she came home. 

We also send our best wishes to 
Mary Ann MacLeod, 6 Aird Tong, 
Teresa Salmond, 1 Aird Tong, and 
Willie (Logan) Murray who were all 
discharged from hospital and hope 
that they are all continuing to improve. 

Upper Coll
Birthday Greetings

Very special birthday greetings go to 
Mrs Alexina Cumming (Cullac) who 
had her ninety sixth birthday on 22 
January. Alexina is now resident in 
Dun Eisdean Care Home, where this 
very special birthday was celebrated 
with family and friends. Readers will 
remember reading Alexina’s memories 

in Loch a Tuath News in October 2014. 
Congratulations and very best wishes 
are sent to Alexina, who is still able 
to provide her family with a fund of 
information on family history and times 
gone by. 

Get Well Wishes
We are pleased to report that Dollan 
Phòisean, 7 Upper Coll, is making good 

progress at home after his hip replace-
ment operation in the Golden Jubilee 
Hospital. His recuperation would have 
been given a big boost with visits from 
his daughter Christine who lives in 
Canada and Maureen who lives in the 
Gulf States. Very best wishes are sent to 
Dollan for his continuing progress.

Mrs Cumming and her family, Murdina, Christine and Alex

Loch a Tuath News
Important New Editorial Arrangements
As was intimated in ‘Fàilte’, Melanie Mackay will be 
editing Loch a Tuath News until further notice. Her 
contact details are below and any contributions should 
be sent to Melanie or any committee member.

Melanie Mackay 
Taigh Gone 
27 Upper Coll

01851 820 917

Email: latneditor2@outlook.com

Murdo Macleod, Cloudy, mac Tohan.

Iain Angie Murray of the Comrade, at the Fish Mart
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This month we are delighted to hear from two readers in New Zealand, Angus Finlayson and Chris Edginton, both with Tong connections, 
and from whom we hear periodically. Chris is a keen gardener as we read in her letter in the December issue of Loch a Tuath News. We 
also thank Angus for his article on ships which we hope to print at a later date. (Also see picture on page 4.)

Letters from New Zealand
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Following elections at the end of last year new members 
have been elected to Back Community Council.

The role of the Community Council is to bridge the gap 
between local authorities and communities, and help to 
make public bodies aware of the opinions and needs of 
the communities.

In common with other Community Councils, Back 
Community Council also raises funds and holds com-
munity events. On 23rd January more than sixty senior 
citizens attended the Back Christmas dinner in Eleven. 
Following the meal, entertainment was provided and 
the Community Council are very grateful to Iain Mackay, 
Graeme Maclennan and Katy Graham for giving of their 
time in this way.

Currently the Community Council is looking at ways to 
improve resilience planning in the area to provide help 
and assistance during storms, electricity failure or similar 
situations. It is hoped to hold some community events 
during the year.

The Community Council currently consists of Andrew 
Morrison (Chairperson) Laura Graham (Secretary), 
Carolyn Hudson (Treasurer), Cathy Macinnes (Vice 
Chair) and Calum Iain Graham. Meetings take place in 
the Community Hut on the last Tuesday of each month at 
7pm and members of the community are very welcome 
to attend.

At the January meeting Andrew Morrison paid tribute to 
the work of the previous members, and said, “The previ-
ous members of the Community Council clearly worked 
hard to raise funds and hold community events. We thank 

them for their efforts and plan to continue from this sound 
base.”

The Community Council would be very keen to hear from 
people with ideas to improve the local area and appreci-
ate that not everyone is able to or wants to attend meet-
ings. For this reason an email account has been set up 
and we hope the community will make use of this to give 
views and ideas for the improvement of the area.

The email address is: backcommunitycouncil@hot-
mail.com

Post Script – The following was sent by one of the guests 
at the Senior Citizens’ Lunch  

“On Saturday 23 January 2016 a large crowd of ‘over six-
ties’ enjoyed the annual lunch hosted by Back Community 
Council in the Caladh Inn.

The guests were welcomed by Andrew Morrison, chair-
person of Back Community council, and before the buffet 
meal was served, Rev Calum Iain Macleod said grace. 
A delicious meal and fellowship was then enjoyed by all; 
the dining room was certainly a babble of conversation.

Great entertainment was provided by singers Iain Mackay, 
Upper Coll, and Katy Graham, Catherine Hill, who sang a 
range of songs, happy and sad, and accordionist Graeme 
Maclennan who kept our toes tapping. Rev Calum Iain 
Macleod precented Psalm 23 to the tune Moravia.

The afternoon concluded with votes of thanks by Andrew 
Morrison and Councillor Catriona Stewart and on behalf 
of all guests I would like to express the gratitude of the 
assembled company for what was a lovely afternoon.”

Back Community Council Update

The Patient Advice 
and Support 
Service is an 
i n d e p e n d -
ent service 
which provides 
free, accessible 

and confiden-
tial information, 

advice and support to 
patients, their carers and families about 
NHS healthcare.

The service:
• promotes an awareness and under-

standing of the rights and responsi-
bilities of the patient

• provides advice and support to 
people who wish to give feedback, 
make comments, raise concerns or 
make a complaint about treatment 
and care provided by the NHS in 
Scotland.

If you want to give feedback or com-
ments, or raise concerns or com-
plaints about your NHS treatment, the 
Patient Advice and Support Service can:

• Help you to understand your rights 
and responsibilities as a patient

• Support you if you are going to a 
meeting

• Help you write letters and make 
phone calls

• Help you access your medical and 
clinical records

• Help you find health services and 
social care

• Help you access the treatment, care 
and support you need

You can access this service from any of 
the Citizens Advice Bureau in the Western 
Isles, including the Lewis Citizens Advice 
Bureau: You’ll find us at 41-43 Westview 
Terrace, Stornoway or phone on: 01851 
705 727

Lewis Citizens’ Advice Bureau – The Patient Advice and Support Service
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From the Manse
Pardon

Queen Victoria was only eighteen when she succeeded to 
the throne of England.  

Soon afterwards the Lord Chamberlain presented her with 
several official documents that required her signature.  
Among them was a paper concerning a man who had 
committed a serious crime.  He had been sentenced to 
death.  

The Queen’s signature was required for his execution to 
be carried out.  But the young Queen was hesitant.

‘And must I become party to his death?’ she asked.

‘I fear it is so, unless Your Majesty desires to exercise her 
royal prerogative of mercy!’

To her delight, Victoria was informed that she had the 
power to pardon the condemned man.  She said, ‘As an 
expression of the spirit in which I desire to rule, I will exer-
cise my royal prerogative!’  

She wrote the word ‘pardoned’ on the document and the 
prisoner was set free.

Pardon is the great Gospel dynamic.  We receive mercy 
through Jesus Christ.  God has the power to ‘abundantly 
pardon’ through Jesus Christ (Isaiah 55:7). 

The Apostle Paul issues a wonderful declaration of pardon 
in Romans 8:1 - 2 to all who have come to know Jesus as 
their personal Saviour – 

‘There is therefore now no condemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus.’  Paul goes on to say that we have 
been ‘set free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and 
death.’

A Russian prince, with the blessing of Napoleon was per-
mitted to bring pardon to one convict in a French prison.  
He was permitted to grant forgiveness to no more than 
one penitent prisoner.  However, every inmate he cross-
examined said he was unjustly punished and unworthy 
of such a harsh sentence.  After some time he found a 
prisoner in the deepest recesses of the prison complex 
who with sorrow confessed his guilt and acknowledged 
that he deserved his punishment.  To him the prince said 
‘I have brought you pardon.  In the name of the Emperor 
I pronounce you a free man.’

Have we discovered that there is forgiveness in Christ?  In 
his name we too can be pronounced free.  In Psalm 146:7 
the Psalmist says that God executes righteous judgment, 
for those who are oppressed.  ‘God sets the prisoners 
free.’

In the last analysis Jesus himself says ‘So if the Son sets 
you free, you will be free indeed’ (John 8:36).

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services 
in Back and Tong during March 2016 are as follows:

Back

Sunday 6 March
11am:   Rev Calum I Macleod
11am:   Rev Donald A Macdonald (Gaelic)   
6pm:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 13 March
11am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
11am:   Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 20 March
11am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
11am:   Rev Kenneth M Ferguson (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 27 March
11am:   Rev Dr Colin Dow (Communion)
6.30pm:  Rev Dr Colin Dow

Tong Mission House
Sunday 6 March
11am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 13 March
6pm:   Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

Sunday 20 March
11am:   Rev Calum I Macleod
 
Sunday 27 March (Tong)
6.30pm:   Rev Donald A Macdonald  
    (Gaelic – Communion Weekend)

March Service Times 
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A first for Loch a Tuath News, Iain 
(Jock) Murray has conducted an 
online interview with a Bacach 
who is resident in New Zealand.

Good afternoon Jokey. We are 
extremely grateful that you have 
agreed to be interviewed for the 
Loch a Tuath News. Many read-
ers will still remember you from 
your school days. I know you 
have not been to the “Raggin 
School” and I know you didn’t 
need to go to university as your 
older brother “Iga” would have 
taught you things most lecturers 
did not know themselves. On a 
serious note Jokey, what are your 
first memories of Back School?

I can’t remember anything in particular of my first day in 
school. I assume I was accompanied there by the older mem-
bers of my family. 

Can you remember who was on the class with you? 

There were four girls and three boys on my class. Norman 
(Toban) MacInnes, Iain MhicDougail (Gloggy) and myself. 
The girls were Catriona Mhiogstain, Catriona an Olaich, 
Cioristìona Taashan, Etta Ann MacLeod and Ciorstag Alig 
Sheogaidh.  Ciorstìona Taashan was the cleverest and she 
went to the Nicolson.

Who was your first teacher?

I can’t remember who my first teacher was. I do remember 
she was old and from Back, maybe Katag Murchaidh.  I didn’t 
like any of my teachers anyway. I just remember waiting for 
playtime so that we could play football. I had no favourite 
teachers.

Who was your best friend in school?

I wasn’t pally with any of the boys or girls or anyone in the 

other classes at that time anyway. The 
older kids just ignored us.

You give the impression you were a 
miserable so and so, when I know 
different! Out of the lovely ladies on 
your class which one did you fancy? 
Truth please Jokey.

At that time I was not interested in girls!

Can you remember a particular May 
Bank Holiday when you were a 
young schoolboy?

Yes, who told you about that? 

I still have my informants Jokey. Carry 
on and let us know your secret.

The school used to have a day off on 
Bank Holiday but this particular year 

there was no holiday. I was about ten or eleven at the time 
and I can’t remember who came up with the idea, but the 
decision was taken by my elders, (fourteen and fifteen year 
olds), that we would skip school.

Who were the Back boys?

I honestly can’t remember, I think Dan a Chuibhleir, maybe 
Stellum. We all met on the corner by our house and we decid-
ed to walk down the (lot) croft to the machair and meet the 
Gress boys who would be walking to school in those days.

And then?

We had a ‘pow-wow’ meeting, and the decision was taken by 
both parties to spend the day playing football on the machair 
and on the shore. We had a great time.

Who were the Gress boys?

William Bobshie, Iain Dan (Gent), Kipper Jake. There was 
quite a few of them.

And the following school day, what happened?

When we arrived at school there was great excitement. The 
first thing we noticed was that the glass partition between 
class 5 and class 6 was open and all the chairs and seats 
had been placed in this big room. The teacher came out and 
called us one by one and lined us up in front of everyone. 
The head master came out carrying the strap. Each indi-
vidual got three cross hands on each hand. By this I mean 
you crossed hands with say the left one on top of the right and 
then the right on top of the left.

What was the reaction at home?

Confined to barracks, except where croft work and peats 
work was required. I remember my father bought a lovely pair 
of “lornes” shoes for my sister Dollag. I always wore a pair of 

Meet................. John (Jokey) Macleod, 

John, Hanover, 1960

John's class, 1950s
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tackety boots. One day I decided to borrow them 
and wore them when I went down to the shore. 
The tide had started to come in so I took them off 
and tied the laces together so that I could hang 
them round my neck. A wave came and I lost 
my balance, the beautiful “lornes” floated away. 
My mother was telling me off so I ran down the 
“lot” croft and hid in a corn stook. The neighbour 
found me and took me home for more rows.

I believe you were 60 years ahead of your 
time, can you tell us about the incident 
when you were trying to do away with tel-
ephone and electricity lines and hoping 
to install ‘Super Sky Broadband’ and the 
‘Balaich nam putanan buidhe’(police) 
felt your collar. 

There was a gang of us, Stellum, Gock 
and John Charlie. I can’t remember if the 
Poileagan boys were with us.  We started 
throwing stones at the porcelain cups, some-
one saw us and reported us to the police.  My father got a 
summons to take me to court on a certain day at 10am. My 
father was working in the mill and had to take time off. We 
were standing at the corner by our house and some of the 
older people came and shook hands with us just in case we 
went to prison and they would never see us again. This was 
not a very encouraging start to the day.  We were asked ques-
tions by the Sherriff and when 
he came to John Charlie and 
he did not answer him, the 
Sherriff said to him, “get down, 
you dummy”. The end result 
was we were fined 10/-. 

What was your Sunday 
routine?

I wasn’t allowed out on a 
Sunday while I was still at 
school. We sat indoors all day 
whilst my father took us through 
the Catechism. We knew it all off 
by heart. Later in my teens and 
after my father died we would sit 
in Sparrow’s loom shed, sneak-
ing a smoke. He was a lot older than us but very friendly. 

Did you have any other hobbies?  

Rock fishing. I remember going fishing to Geòdha na Mhuice 
with Coinneach Gillie or Oompha as he was affectionately 
known. I went down on the rock to see if there were much fish 
to be caught. A huge wave came over the outer reef and took 
me and my rod overboard. I remember it was ages before I 
surfaced and made my way to where Oompah was waiting. 

He thought I had drowned 
and there he was stripping 
off ready to drown himself as 
he could not face going to our 
home to tell my mother I had 
drowned.

Did you know Oompah was 
whaling and that he jumped 
into the Antarctic for a bet of 
a bottle of whisky and when 
asked what he was thinking 
of when he was under the 
icy water he replied, “I was 
wondering how many lambs 
Doo had that year”?

Yes I believe anything about 
Oompah, my brother Donald had 
great stories about him. I also 
remember the day the Ferguson 
sisters were drowned in the Gress 

River. I was one of the first on the scene. I jumped to drag 
one of them to the bank but sadly it was too late for both of 
them. Alecan Oscar also drowned in the river. We found his 
clothes on the river bank. I dived down and saw his body on 
the bottom and we waited until the ambulance and the doctor 
arrived and pronounced him dead.

Did you go anywhere for 
higher education after Back.

We were one of the first classes to 
go to the Castle College. I enlist-
ed for a construction course. We 
were involved with repairing the 
old Clan MacLeod yacht with our 
woodwork teacher John Murdo 
MacLeod from Ness. We also 
built the new workshop there.

Did you do any sport there?

Yes, I was in the football team. 
The photo of the team was in 
Back in the Day recently.

After the castle where then?
One day I was called in by the Principal who told me there 
were two vacancies for apprenticeships. One was with 
MacLeod and Buchanan as a joiner and the other with Ossian 
MacAskill as a black smith. I was sent to Ossian and my friend 
Donald Morrison to MacLeod and Buchanan. I had no interest 
in being a blacksmith and Donald had no interest in joinery. I 
asked to see MacLeod and Buchanan and was taken on as 
an apprentice and I served my time with them. I did a lot of 
work on the Back Church in my spare time, repairing windows 

Auckland New Zealand and Back

John, London, 1963

John  in middle of photo and far right is Iain MhicDougal 

(Gloggy) at Highland Games at Clapham Common
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and things like that.

Did you have to do 
National Service?

Yes, when I was 
called up I went to 
Oswestry and then to 
Rhyll to finish basic 
training. We were told 
we were going to the 
Middle East as there 
was trouble there.  We 
were on board a ship 
in the English Channel 
when news came that 
the uprising did not hap-
pen and we returned to 
Woolwich. I spent the 
rest of the time mostly 
in Germany but did very little military training. I was taught to 
drive by Ruairidh a Chake and I passed my test in the army 
to drive any vehicle. I was demobbed in Woolwich three years 
later.

After the army, what came next?

I stayed in London and was in digs in Dongola Road 
Plaistow. Cailleach Finch was the land lady. My brother 
Donald was there first. He left and I went there, after I left 
you went there and after you left I believe Cangan from 
Coll went there.

Yes that’s right, and after Cangan my brother 
Calum went there, and no wonder, she was a 
fantastic landlady. Did you stay in London as a 
joiner?

Yes, I started in the construction industry building, a 
fourteen storey office block and I was made leading 
hand. I was then shop fitting all over the country. I met 
a George Graham from Point and we discussed going 
to Australia or Canada but in between times George 
met a girl and married, and I met Cathie.

Where did you meet Cathie?

I met Cathie at a Gaelic concert in London. She was born in 
Point, her father was from Shader, Barvas and her mother 
was from Shader Point. They had previously emigrated to 
New Zealand and Cathie was home on holiday with her friend 
Joan, whose parents came from Lochs. We were married 
in December 1963, Joan was our bridesmaid and George 
Graham was best man. We went to Back for our honeymoon. 

Was that the last time home before you left for New 
Zealand?

Yes, and what a terrible journey we had going back to 
London. It took twelve hours to cross the Minch on the old 
Loch Seaforth. We were not that bothered as newlyweds, 
although the bunks were quite narrow! 

Where did you land in New Zealand?

We went to Wellington and stayed there at first, 
with Cathie’s parents, before we got our own 
flat. There was a very active Gaelic Society that 
met every month, a social meeting place for 
Leodsachs.

Did you continue working in your trade 
as a joiner?

Yes, I got a job locally as a joiner and after a 
while I joined the Prison Service as a joiner 
instructor, first of all in Wellington and then in 
Auckland. After that I worked in the NZ Army 
camps around North Island as a manager in 
charge of maintenance.

Did you have any visitors from Lewis?

We had visits from An Olach, Scout, Cangan, 
Neil MacLeod from Coll and his wife and Seòras Spàigein and 
his wife Mary. Seòras was an officer on board ship and he 
was allowed to take his wife with him on trips. We had many 
others from all over the island. Our latest visitors were John 
Norman and Madge and of course yourself and Donalda. 
John Norman left us a copy of his CD Air Tilleadh Dhachaidh 
which gets a good airing. Catriona, Iga’s daughter and her 

family have been over a few times.

What family 
have you got?

We have two boys, Kenneth and Fraser. We are also blessed 
with six lovely grandchildren, two girls and four boys.

Will you ever come home again?

The last time I left Lewis I told the family if they ever wanted 
to see me again, they would have to come to New Zealand.

This interview will bring back memories for many 
who attended school at the same time as you, unfor-
tunately there are many who are no longer with us. 
As Cathie says it was easier to extract teeth from a 
hen than get information from you. A big thank you, 
Cathie, from all LaTN readers.

John and Cathie, Jan 2014

John and his siblings, L. to R. Donald (Doah),Chirsty Ann, Jokey 
and Angus (Iga)
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When Maggie Macleod, Gress (ImpactImagz), captured 
the picture of the Glenesk featured on the front cover, 
she was keen to find out a bit more about the history of 
the boat and the following was provided by Iain Murray, 
21 Gress.

The metal tank/object lying on the Gress beach for the 
last 82 years is what is left of the steam ship trawler 
Glenesk SY 556.  The Glenesk was originally built for 
The Steam Ship Herring Fleet Ltd., Aberdeen in 1901. 
She was built of wood and was 79 feet long with a beam 
18 ft. She was fitted with a 15inch compound engine. 
The boiler now lying on the beach is all that is left of her. 
There will be quite a substantial bit of the hull still left 
under the sand.  

She was bought by a Murdo MacIver (Tolsta) and my 
grandfather Alan (Steam), 22 Gress. They fished with her 
until she was beached for scrap in Gress in 1934. Her 

wooden hull was taken apart and mostly used for fence 
strainers on the crofts and some can still be seen to this 
day. Another use for the planks recovered from her was 
for a bridge to cross over a peat bank with a loaded wheel 
barrow when taking the peats to the roadside. 

In 1953 there was a bad storm, the night the Clan 
MacQuarrie went ashore on the West Side. A large part 
of what was under the sand was exposed and I will 
remember to the day I die, helping my father during this 
extremely cold winter sawing timbers from the wreck. 
It was during this storm that the Pride O’ Gress, a big 
open fishing boat lying where the slipway is now was 
lifted by the waves and tide over the shore road and the 
bridge. She was eventually found halfway up the stream 
at the bottom of Sailor’s and Swannie’s croft. The Pride 
O’ Gress belonged to Eachain No 5 (Catherine Rose’s 
grandfather).

GLENESK  SY 556

Loch a Tuath News was represented at the 
Press Ball, New Drumossie Hotel, Inverness 
on 5 February 2016, where the prestigious 
Media Awards were announced. Willie Maclean 
(Chairperson), Mary Ann Davidson (Vice 
Chairperson), Mary Macleod (Treasurer) and Anna 
Tucker (Editor) made the journey to Inverness.

Loch a Tuath News had been shortlisted for 
the Community Newspaper for the second year 
running, a great accolade for the magazine and 
our community. We were nominated along with 
West Word, from the Mallaig area and Chatterbox 
from the Black Isle. With mounting excitement we 
awaited the announcement for the winner of our 
category, but alas it was not to be! Chatterbox 
was a very worthy winner and we send our 
congratulations to them. 

It was a great experience to be part of a glittering 
occasion where all corners of the Highlands 
and Islands were represented. The ball attracts 
journalists from Shetland to Argyll and from Moray 
to the Outer Hebrides, serving print, broadcast 
and online media and is the only event that brings 

together colleagues from across a huge and 
dispersed region.

Some 250 media representatives, politicians 
and heads of public and private organisations 
attended the event, which was held for the 28th 
year in its current format and was organised for 
the fifth year in succession by Inverness-based 
Lucid PR Events and Marketing.

Principal sponsor of the evening was Diageo, with 
additional support from Chivas Brothers, Fujitsu, 
the National Union of Journalists, Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise, Lucid and Bòrd na Gàidhlig.

The event raised more than £3,500 for four local 
charities - Highland Hospice, Inverness Women’s 
Aid, Highland Foodbank and Youth Highland.

Freelance writer Moira Kerr, from Oban, was 
named Journalist of the Year, while the Strathspey 
and Badenoch Herald was crowned Newspaper of 
the Year

Perhaps next year it will be third time lucky for 
Loch a Tuath News!

Highlands and Islands 
Media Awards 2015



14

Sgoil a’ Bhac
Vikings

In Term 2 EP5/6 took Vikings as their topic. During this 
period the class had the opportunity to experience what 
it was like to wear the type of clothing thought to be 
worn during that period, including a replica helmet.

The class read ‘Erik the Viking’ by Terry Jones, and took 
from that the inspiration to write their own Sagas. Using 
an artefact as a prop, pupils were encouraged to ‘get in 
to character’ and tell their saga to the class.

“I liked dressing up like a Viking,” said Mairi Smith P5, 
who can be seen here reciting her saga along with 
Laura Tearse. All the pupils who entered into this activity 
are to be commended for their Viking heroism!

EP5/6 also worked in groups researching how 
Vikings lived, and why some left their lands. Using 
this research, the groups wrote play scripts depicting 
their group leaving their village and performed to their 

class. The groups 
designed their sets 
and used artefacts 
and clothing. Within 
the plays they were 
tasked with inserting 
at least five facts 
discovered about the 
Vikings.

Leo Risdale played 
a shopkeeper selling provisions and equipment to 
his villagers who were planning a voyage to find their 
fortune. Leo seen here in rehearsals with his handmade 
helmet (No horns!) explained, “I liked finding out about 
Vikings…and selling tools and weapons and clothes that 
Vikings wore!”

EP 5/6 learning about the Vikings A Viking! Dressing up as Vikings

C l o c k w i s e 
from top left:  
Learning about 
Robert Burns; 
P3-4 excited to 
receive letters 
from penpals 
in Ontario, 
Canada; P3-4 
learning about 
e m o t i o n a l 
health through 
Roots of 
E m p a t h y 
p r o g r a m m e 
run bu Action 
for Children, 
getting a visit 
from Baby 
Ross; Topical 
Science-P3-4 
pupils watching 
Tim Peake's 
b r o a d c a s t 
from the 
In ternat iona l 
Space Station
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Medal Winners for the Cross Country
Congratulations to all who took part in the Cross Country 
and a special mention to the three pupils who received 
medals, Warren Gillies - 2nd U9 Boys, Kyla McMurdo - 
3rd U9 Girls, Hannah Mackenzie - 3rd U11 Girls.

The children ran in all kinds of weather conditions and 
did really well. 

Special mention to the parents who had to endure spec-
tating in all sorts of weather too.

Our Under 11 girls did particularly well as they came 
home with the trophy.  Hannah Mackenzie, Mairi Smith, 
Ellen McMurdo and Molly Macdonald took part in all three 
races. Well done girls!

Robert Burns

Robert Burns was born 
in Alloway, Ayrshire.  
He was born on 25th 
January 1759.  Robert 
Burns came from a poor 
family, he had 6 brothers 
and sisters.  His dad was 
a farmer Robert often 
helped on the farm.  He 
did not go to school, his 
dad taught him to read, 
write and do maths.

When Robert was a young man he started to write 
songs and poems, here are some of his famous arts; 
‘Auld Lang Syne’,’ To a Haggis’ and ‘My Love is like a 
Red, Red Rose’.  A few years later Robert got his first 

book published in 1788 then he moved to Edinburgh 
and started to get called The Ploughman Poet.  At the 
time they spoke in Scots dialect and all of Robert‘s 
poems and songs were written in Scots dialect.  
Eventually, Robert became famous and went to lots of 
parties.

Soon enough Robert travelled to Dumfries and got 
married to Jean Armour.  He had lots of children.  
Sadly only at the age of 37 Robert had a heart disease 
and died.  All his children and wife were very sad and 
so was everyone else.

Now today we celebrate the 25th January with Burns 
Supper and sing his songs and eat haggis. At New 
Year we also sing his most famous song ‘Auld Lang 
Syne’.

By David F

Soccer 6s
This competi-
tion took part 
in Tarbert on 
We d n e s d a y 
3rd February.  

Warren Gillies Kyla McMurdo Hannah Mackenzie
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Roving Reporters
Naomi, Freya, Rhia and Joel have been busy noting all the 
recent events in Tong School. Well done to our enthusiastic 
reporters. 

Our Schools Burns Lunch
On Monday 25 January, Tong school held our annual Burns 
lunch. The menu was cock- a -leekie soup, haggis or black 
pudding with mashed potatoes and neeps. We had sweet 
shortbread for pudding. Shian Murray read out the Selkirk 
Grace, which was written by Robert Burns. Everyone said 
the food was delicious and we can’t wait for the next Burns 
lunch.

Thank you Anna and Fiona for preparing such a yummy 
Scottish lunch. 

Nursery News
The children in both nurseries have been very busy again 
and there have been lots of tempting smells wafting along 
the corridor.  The children in the Sgoil Àraich enjoyed noo-
dles to celebrate Chinese New Year and they tasted pan-
cakes on Shrove Tuesday. The children in the Nursery were 
also given the chance to try haggis as part of their topic on 
Scotland. 

The children in the Sgoil Àraich were delighted to meet 
Buster, Calum’s friendly puppy. The children were very 
gentle with Buster and wished he could have stayed for the 
whole morning!  

Primary One and Two have been working alongside the pre-
school children. Both groups meet up each Tuesday and 
they have been learning all about Katie Morag.  P1/2 give 
the younger children a warm welcome and it helps the pre-
school children to get to know their new classroom.

Soccer Sixes Success
The school entered a football competition called the Soccer 
Sixes, where the winning team would progress to Dundee 
to play in the final. It was called the Soccer Sixes because 
it was for pupils in P6 and under. The team players were 
Alasdair, Joel, Keith, Cailean, Ewan, Daniel and Leon. We 
travelled to Harris to play some matches against teams 
from all over the Western Isles. The first match we played 
was against Laxdale where the score was 2-0 to Tong. 
The second match was against Back and Tong won 3-1. 
Next we played Sir E Scott and it was 0-0. The final match 
was against Iochdar where the winning team would go to 
Dundee for the final. Tong got through by winning 2-1 in the 
last game.  Here are some comments about this exciting 
achievement:

“I felt really happy when I heard that we were going through 
to Dundee for the final” (Joel)

“This was my first time representing the school and I was 
happy to be chosen”  (Leon)

“I was proud to win and I am looking forward to going to 

Dundee” (Alasdair)

“This was my last 
year and I was very 
pleased that we got 
through to the final” 
(Cailean)

Brilliant Buddies
Primary One and Two have buddies in Primary Six and 
Seven.  The buddies look out for their younger friends in 
the playground and also meet up each fortnight to do some 
computing work together.  Both age groups learn a lot from 
working together and there is a special bond between the 
buddies.  P6/7 also have computer buddies in P3/4. 

P6/7 have been writing about their buddies and we have 
included Aaron’s story and Sarah’s poem. 

My Buddy, Cohen
My buddy is Cohen Gurung. He is in P1.He is five years old. 
Cohen likes to dance and sing. He is always happy and jolly. 
Cohen likes to play monster tag with Cailean and Lachie. 
He has a little brother called Kobi.  Cohen is very good with 
his little brother.

 He works very hard in school.  Every second week we do 
ICT with our buddies, Cohen is very good on the computer, 
he is fast at typing and he is learning to find the letters on 
the keyboard. He is very well mannered.

 I get the responsibility to look after my buddy. They get a 
new friend, they get to play with us, and if they fall we will 
help them.

I would like to spend more time and play more activities with 
my buddy Cohen.

By Aaron, P7

My Buddy, Amelia
In this very latest year of school, 

We got paired with buddies P1 to P2. 
Everyone works together, tall and small, 

We look out for our buddies for everything and all.

My buddy, Amelia is in Primary 2 
There’s so much, we’re not sure what to play or do, 

We race each other during the daily mile 
It really does make our expressions a smile! 

She is most mannerly and very polite, 
Amelia is responsible, not even a spot of spite!

We work together in I.C.T, 
 The way Amelia works she’s a busy bee! 

She never fails to stun any day, 
Amelia just continues to blow me away!

By Sarah, P6

Tong School
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Cailean and Harry are ready to start their tour of the school
Lachie and Ewan work well together

Panackes in the Sgoil Araich.  It looks like they were looking  
forward to tasting the pancakes!

Tasting haggis in the Nursery

Emma and MaryAnne working on ICT

Nursery children in front of their lovely Scottish display

Buster is meeting some new friends
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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New Year often comes with resolutions to try something 
new or make improvements to our lives and the Back 
Community Centre in Upper Coll is getting its own New 
Year facelift, thanks to one hardworking volunteer.

David moved to Back in October and quickly offered his 
talents as a painter to the hall committee. Since then he 
has been tirelessly sprucing up the centre, giving it a lick 
of paint. Having finished the downstairs meeting room 
David has moved on to the hallway and changing rooms. 
Jokes about similarities with the Forth Road Bridge have 
been flying around but David is upbeat and enjoying 
the challenge. “I enjoy painting, plus it gets me out the 
house, and being new to the area it’s been a great way 
to meet people”, said David.

“David is doing a fantastic job, he has a talent and he’s 
keen to share it for the benefit of others, which is just 
what the centre is all about”, added Terri, Sport and 
Community Project Coordinator. “The club is run entirely 
by volunteers and we’re hoping David’s efforts will inspire 
other people to come forward with 
their talents.”

Following on from the recent com-
munity survey the club is now look-
ing for funding, tutors for even-
ing classes and volunteers to help 
set up new clubs/groups. All the 
suggestions on the survey have 
received a positive response so 
far but Terri would still like to hear 
from anyone who would like to start 

a new club or run classes, and the survey is still open 
online at www.backfrc.org.uk.

 “Some of the suggestions will be easier to put in place 
than others, so hopefully we’ll see some clubs and class-
es starting fairly quickly, others that need equipment or 
funding may take a little longer to organise but we’re very 
excited about the level of interest in the survey and in the 
suggestions so far”, said Terri.

Initially the centre hopes to run some yoga classes and 
keep fit for ladies and to trial a drop in badminton and 
table tennis evening with equipment available for hire. To 
kick things off, Terri will be looking into the demand for a 
mother and baby group, new clubs for netball, volleyball, 
running and basketball with plenty more to follow.

Once tutors and new groups have been confirmed they 
will be advertised on the club website, the hall notice 
board and at Back shop, so watch this space. 

Contact for further information:
Terri Davies, Sport and 
Community Project Coordinator 
Back Football and Recreation 
Club 
Back Community Centre 
Upper Coll 
Isle of Lewis 
HS2 0LS

Tel.: 820745 / 07497925905

backfrc@gmail.com

Back Football and Recreation Club News
A facelift for the Community Centre and plans for new activities at Back Football and Recreation Club

David and his take on the Interior Design Challenge!
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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Back in Time            March 1946
Obituary

The death of Mrs Margaret Graham, 21 Upper Coll, which 
took place on 23rd February, will be deeply regretted by many.  
Mrs Graham, who was 71 years of age, had been in fairly good 
health until 9 weeks before her death. During this time she was 
tenderly nursed by her daughters, Peggy and Katie Ann (Mrs 
Macleod).  Of a kind, gentle disposition, Mrs Graham was one 
to whom many turned for consolation and help, and all who 
came in contact with her benefited by it. Over 20 years ago she 
became a member of the church.  She is survived by her hus-
band, 5 daughters – 3 of whom are married in America – and 
1 son also married, and living in Vatisker.  A son and daughter 
pre-deceased her some years ago.  The heartfelt sympathy of 
the community is extended to the family at home and abroad 
in their bereavement.  The funeral to Gress Cemetery, was 
largely attended.

Demobbed

The following servicemen and women have recently been 
demobbed:- Anna Stewart, WAAF, New St, Back;  Angusina 
Macleod, WRNS, 11 Upper Coll;  Kenneth Martin, 58 Back;  
Alex Morrison, RNR, 12 Vatisker;  Robert Burnside, School 
St, Vatisker;  RN;  and Kenneth Macleod, RN, 49 Back.

On Leave

With so many of our servicemen and women demobbed, 
the numbers arriving home on leave are gradually becoming 
smaller.  The few on leave at present are :- Alex Graham, 
Tug Service, 27 Back;  Bell Ann Murray, NAAFI, 21 Back;  
Christina Macritchie, Nursing Service, Lighthill, Back;  Annie 
Macleod, Nursing Service, Lighthill, Back; Angus Maciver, 
RN, 48 Back;  Writer Annie Macleod, WRNS, 
45 Back;  George Beaton, RAF, School St, 
Back;  Murdo Macleod, RNR, 10 Gress;  
Johnnie Murray, 23 Coll and Bombardier 
Willie Tough, New St, Back. 

Left to Resume Studies

Donald R Murray, 21 Back, recently demobbed 
from the Navy has left to resume studies at 
Aberdeen University where he was studying 
for his MBChB degree when called up.

Obituary

Mr Andrew Stewart, snr, late of 31 Upper Coll, 
passed away on 30th January, after a severe and 
painful illness which had set in 3 weeks earlier.  
Mr Stewart was born on 18th June, 1855, and 
whilst pursuing his lifelong vocation of fishing, 
made his home at 26 Coll.  He and four of his 
family moved to Upper Coll some years ago.  
Mr Stewart was one of the old time seafarers 
who wrested their livelihood from the sea and 

their crofts by sweat and toil. He was the last surviving mem-
ber of the old men of the cross roads, Coll, and many local folk 
will remember their fore gatherings, during which they lived 
over again their epic struggles with the sea.  His wife died 34 
years ago.  His eldest son, Murdo, is married in Canada.  His 
daughter Mary, died in 1931, leaving two grandchildren, Isa 
and John, the former married to Rev M K Murray, Broadford, 
Skye, and the latter recently demobbed from the REME.  
Although he was blind for some years, Mr Stewart had been 
for the greater part of his life a very active man; he was still 
fishing at 70.  Before his death, his little great grandchild, 
Mary, was brought to his bedside.  All his life he was well liked 
by those who knew him, and many were genuinely sad to hear 
of his decease.  His funeral took place on Friday 1st February, 
and was attended by a large gathering.  The funeral service was 
conducted by Rev M K Murray, Broadford, Skye.

A Gress Discovery

Mr Holmes, the present occupier of Gress Lodge, is exploring 
a cave or underground dwelling on Gress shore.  The mouth 
of the cave is entirely blocked by sand and Mr Holmes, and 
his trusty gamekeeper, Mr Angus Macdonald, are experienc-
ing some difficulty in breaking through.  It is believed that 
the cave was a “hide-out” for the Celts in olden days, and 
our forefathers must have spent some considerable time in it, 
as the sides of the cave have been rudely fashioned as walls.  
The more imaginative people it with pirates, but so far noth-
ing more exciting than deer’s antlers have been found.   Mr 
Holmes is to be congratulated on the interest he is taking in 
exploring this home of our ancestors, but, even in the present 
housing shortage, we don’t recommend it for re-occupation.

Receipt for Hattersley Loom 1946



22



23

Rabbie Burns means a lot to people all over the world, 
even to Back Bowling Club, as on Saturday 30 January 
the club held their Haggis Competition, as this is the tra-
ditional dish to celebrate our bard.

The competition is played as a triples competition, with 
players from other clubs invited to take part. This year 
thirty six players took part; twelve teams of three divided 
into two sections, six in every section.

When all the formalities were taken care of, then it was all 
go with everything ship shape. The heating was good, the 
carpets were immaculate and there was no reason why 
this would not be an enjoyable day,

After the first two or three games there was no team in 
either section putting a marker down, but as always due 
to indifferent results in the later stages, teams were grad-
ually being eliminated as contenders. As the competition 
progressed, there was no clear cut leader in Section 1, 
but in Section 2, Team 7 were still unbeaten.

A break was then taken for lunch, the menu being hag-
gis, neeps, carrots and potatoes. We did not have the 
customary toast to the bard, but still and all everyone 
enjoyed the fare. It was then back to bowls again and 
after all the games were played, and all the scores were 
totted up, the four teams going on to play in the semis 
were from Section 2. 

Team 7 was on top and Team 12 was runner up in 
Section 2, Team 4 on top with team 12 runner up. With 

the format for the semis already decided it was Team 7 
against Team 2 and the other semi was Team 4 against 
Team 12. After the semis were completed it was Team 7 
against Team 4 that progressed to the finals.

The first two ends were tight with Team 7 creeping ahead 
after four ends leading 6-0, although the scores were low, 
in the fourth end team 7 were lying six, and the opposing 
skip managed to cut it down to three, in fifth end team 4 
were lying four shots but the skip of team 7 cut it down to 
one. The skips were definitely playing well now; coming 
to the last end Team 7 were leading 6-1, and lying two 
shots but the opposing skip again played a master shot to 
convert from two down to get the five shots needed for an 
extra. The extra end was won by Team 4. The only game 
Team 7 lost was the important one. Well done to Team 
4, Isabel Linklater, A D Campbell and Agnes Munro, and 
commiserations to Team 7, D A Stewart, Calum MacLean 
and Harris Mackenzie.

 It was then back to the rest room for the raffle draw 
and the presentations to the winners, and this year the 
winners received the shield donated by John Norman 
MacLeod.  The bowling club would like to thank Malky for 
preparing and cooking the food, Duncan who organised 
the competition, the bowlers who were involved, and 
lastly John Norman for donating the shield. 

The next and final competiton is the Titan Trophy. This 
takes place on the last Saturday of February. 

Bowling Club Notes

Winners of the 
Haggis Trophy, 
L. to R. Agnes 
Munro, AD 
Campbell, Isabel 
Linklater
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Angus MacDonald, 6 Coll
Angus was the eldest of four sons and two daughters 
of Angus MacDonald (Aonghas na Banntraich) and 

Catherine (nee Maciver); her father Aonghas Chaluim, 13 
Back and her brother James were both lost in Bathadh 
Mòr a' Bhac - a tragic drowning which claimed the lives 
of nineteen villagers in Broad Bay on 22 December 1894. 
Angus who was aged 19 years, served with the Seaforth 
Highlanders and was one of the six men from the district 
who were lost during an ill-fated attack on the German 
trenches at Neuve-Chapelle on 9 May 1915. He has no 
known grave and his name is commemorated on the Le 
Touret Memorial in France. His brother James, who later 
emigrated to New Zealand, served with the RNR. His 
sister Mary who was unmarried lived in the family home 
as did his other brothers Angus and Malcolm - Aonghas 
Beag was a well-known elder of the church at Back for 
many years. Another sister Margaret Ann was married 
to George Stewart, 5 Upper Coll (Seoras Gionn) and 
their daughter Cathie Ann Macritchie (Bean Choinnich 
Mhogul) is the closest relation today. Caluman, the last of 
the family at 6 Coll, passed away in 2003 aged 92 years. 

Donald Maclean, 7 Coll
All three sons of Murdo and Isabella Maclean served in 
WW1; Kenneth (RNR) and Murdo (RNR) both survived 
but the youngest son Donald (Dòmhnall an Taoim), who 
served with the Seaforth Highlanders, was invalided home 
and died there on 22 May 1916 aged 21 years. While the 
former brother remained single, Murdo (Mochan) was 
married to Murdina Maciver, 40 Coll - a sister of Murdie 
Maciver who was killed in action in 1915. Donald's first 
cousin, Donald Maciver, 36 Upper Coll, (Dòmhnall 'an 
Bhàin) was one of several men in the district held pris-
oner of war in Germany. Mochan's two sons Donnie and 
Alex Murdo both passed away in recent years; his daugh-
ters Katie Bell Jack and Chrissie Gordon live in Glasgow 
and at 7 Coll respectively. Donald's final resting place at 
Gress is marked, not by a Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission memorial, but by a family headstone. 

William Macleod, 8 Coll 

William, known locally as Uilleam 'an a' Pileag, was the 
elder of two sons of Angus Macleod, 29 Vatisker and 

Margaret (nee Macrae, 46 Vatisker); his brother John, 
who later emigrated to Australia, served with the RNR. 
William also served with the RNR, latterly aboard HMS 
Dreel Castle and was one of four men from Coll who were 
drowned on the Iolaire on 1 January 1919. He was aged 
20 years and his body was not recovered. His mother 
was widowed at a young age and she remarried John 
Macleod, 8 Coll; their family were Angus and Malcolm 
who were unmarried and Matilda who married Angus 
Maciver, 23 Upper Coll (Peideir Bochan). Their family 
of four: Peggy (Oceanview, Coll), Murdo (North Tolsta), 
Calum Iain (8 Coll) and Agnes Joan (Inverness) are the 
closest family members today.

John Morrison, 10 Coll
Iain 'an Nis was a fisherman who answered the call in 
1914 and served with the 
RNR, latterly aboard SS 
Norwood. He was drowned 
in the Iolaire tragedy of 
1 January 1919 and was 
buried at Gress. Aged 44 
years, he had been married 
to Catherine Finlayson, 12 
Aird Tong for almost twenty 
years and he left a large 
family of eight: Margaret, 
87 Coll (Bean Chaluim 
Mhic Cudaidh), Janet, 13 
Upper Coll (Bean Bhruce), 
Murdo, 10 Coll (Miogstan), 
Donald, 1 Upper Coll 
(Dòmhnall Iain 'an Nis), 
Annie, 2 Upper Coll (Bean 

Gaisgich Chuil – The Fallen of Coll 
1914 - 1919
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Chuimhnidh), Joan, 9 Coll (Bean Iain Dhòmhnaill), Katie 
Bell, 10 Coll (nighean Iain 'an Nis) and John, 18 Broadbay 
View (Eona). A little over twenty years later the family 
endured further grief when John's son Murdo (Miogstan) 
was lost through enemy action in 1940 - Murdo's daugh-
ter Catriona Macleod lives at 10 Coll today.

Donald Murray, 12 Coll
Donald was born at 52 North Tolsta and following his mar-
riage to Janet Campbell, 12 Coll moved to this address. 
He was lost at sea aged 46 years when his ship HMS 
Bayano was sunk by a U-boat off Stranraer on 11 March 
1915. Three other Lewismen were also lost in this disas-
ter which claimed two hundred lives in all. Janet's brother 
John (an Cuilidhean's father) lived at 9 Upper Coll and her 
sister Christina MacDonald (Bean Seonaidh Toss) was 
married at 24 Upper Coll. The last of the Campbell family 
to hold the tenancy of 12 Coll was Janet's brother Murdo 
who later moved to Aberdeen. Donald's late niece Morag 
Kerr at one time lived in Vatisker Park with her husband 
Jimmy Campbell. Jock Murray, 21 Gress, Maggie Anne 
Mackenzie, 37 Gress and John Murray, 3 Vatisker are 
the closest local relations today - their grandfather Allan 
Murray (Allan Steam) was Donald's brother.

Donald Maciver, 19 Coll
Donald was one of eight sons and three daughters of 
Kenneth and Mary Maciver, all of whom emigrated to 

Canada in 1889 when he was an infant. A soldier with 
a distinguished record, he served in the Boer War and 
was awarded the Queen's Medal. He then rose through 
the ranks of the 5th Canadian Infantry to become a ser-
geant-major with the Saskatchewan Regiment and was 
Mentioned in Despatches following his death in action on 
28 April 1917 aged 39 years. He is commemorated on the 
Vimy Memorial in France. While on leave one year before 
his death he paid a visit to his home village. His first 
cousins included Alexander Graham, 80 Coll (Gladston), 
Norman Graham, 36 Vatisker (an Cran), Donald Graham, 
45 Coll (an Caomh) and the aforementioned John 
Morrison, 10 Coll (Iain 'an Nis) who was another of the 
village's war dead.

Angus Graham, 22 Coll
Aonghas Sheoic, one of three sons of John and Catherine 
Graham who were called up, served with the Seaforth 
Highlanders and was killed in action in Mesopotamia on 
21 April 1917 aged 21 years. He was wounded on five 
occasions prior to his demise. Angus has no known grave 
and his name is recorded on the Basra Memorial, Iraq. 
Both his brothers John (Bruce) - Canadians and Norman 
(Nochan) - Seaforths survived the war. Norman had one 
son John Murdo and a daughter Christina, both of whom 
lived at Goathill Road, Stornoway and are now deceased. 
John served again in WW2 and was wounded when 
engaged in evacuating troops from Dunkirk - his fam-
ily are Calum Iain (an Duff) and Seonaid Stewart (Bean 
Alasdair Neil John), both of whom live on the family croft 
at 13 Upper Coll, Catriona Macintosh (who lives at 22 
Coll today) and the late John Angie (Tong). Angus' sisters 
Jane and Barbara lived at 22 Coll until they passed away 
in 1948 and 1974 respectively; Barbara worked as a mid-
wife and then as a night sister in the County Hospital and 
is fondly remembered by the district's older generation.  

Kenneth Maciver, 23 Coll
Coinneach Chaluim Alasdair, the eldest of five sons and 
two daughters of Malcolm and Margaret Maciver, served 
with the RNR through WW1 and died accidentally aboard 
HMS Sagna in Liverpool on 26 February 1919 aged 30 
years. His remains were returned to Lewis for burial in 
Gress Cemetery. His brother John George also served 
with the RNR - he, along with five other Coll men, was 
drowned in Broad Bay on 22 March 1922 when their 
boat was lost in stormy weather as it attempted to reach 
Poirt Chuil. A similar tragic fate befell his uncle George 
Graham, 1 Lighthill who was drowned in Bathadh Mòr 
a' Bhac in 1894. Kenneth's sister Isabella married John 
Murray, 21 Back (am Brunach) and raised their family of 
three sons and three daughters at 23 Coll: John George, 
Kenneth, Ishbel, Peggy (who died in infancy), Peggy and 
Calum Iain. Mrs Peggy Maclennan, 15 Coll is the only 
surviving member of teaghlach a' Bhrunaich. There are 
several of Kenneth's great-nephews and great-nieces liv-
ing on the island - Iain, son of Ishbel a' Bhrunaich, lives 
at 23 Coll today.
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Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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Spring has arrived, bringing with it warmth and signs of 
growth, with many necessary tasks requiring to be done.  
The first job is to power wash the greenhouse, the steps 
and slabs leading to it, also pavements which all attracted 
the winter grime.  The next job is to scarify the lawn, 
removing the moss and dead grass which form as thatch.  
Then the ground requires preparation by adding humus 
and bark to the soil, as well as compost, which all make 
the soil crumbly and easy to dig.  No garden maintains 
itself.

This year I don't intend to experiment with unfamiliar varie-
ties of flowers, as last year most perished in the cold and 
wet conditions.  I shall play it safe by going for a most 
colourful plant, namely the pansy, a variety which is called 
matrix mix, which has cold tolerance and is guaranteed to 
remain upright regardless of temperature change.  I shall 
buy the plugs, rather than plant from seed.  Alongside the 

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...Spring Gardening Tasks
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pansies I shall plant calendulas, a hardy, colourful mari-
gold, brought on from seed.  Pansies are taken from the 
viola, but have a larger flower that is distinctly marked 
and blotched to give the appearance of a 'face'.  A well-
prepared soil guarantees a colourful display.  The pot 
leeks are now being brought on from seed.

A neighbour spoke to me recently about all her potatoes 
rotting in the ground, no doubt the result of the dreaded 
blight.  It comes by way of the leaf to the tuber, appearing 
as blotches on the leaves and red-brown discolouration 
of the potato.  When left in the wet soil, as last year, it 
develops a secondary infection which results in a smelly 
soft rot.  It is always wise to spray the leaves to prevent 
this disease.

From The Poileagan

Calendulae Pansies
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Martin Hall has been appointed as the prostate cancer 
nurse specialist for the Western Isles, after working as a 
community nurse in Lewis for six years and, before that, 
in various parts of England for 15 years.

Over the next 18 months, he will look at the service 
provided to men with prostate cancer, and their families, 
and see what improvements can be made to make sure 
they get the care and support they need, when they 
need it. He will work with NHS services, in the Western 
Isles, Glasgow and Inverness, as well as other organi-
sations such as the Cancer Support Groups in Barra, 
Uist and Lewis and Harris. 

Martin said: “I am very keen to speak to everyone in the 
Western Isles affected by prostate cancer to hear about 
their experiences. I would like this to include men with 

prostate cancer, their families and carers, as well as the 
professionals such as doctors, nurses and anyone else 
who looks after them.”

Once he has completed his training, Martin also hopes 
to be able to give specialist support to patients, families 
and professionals on prostate cancer, its treatments and 
the side-effects of these. 

If you would like to speak to Martin, he can be contacted 
by telephone (01851 762024), email (mhall10@nhs.
net) or post at Block 11, Laxdale Court, Stornoway, 
Isle of Lewis, HS1 2GS. 

He is happy to talk to you on the phone or arrange to 
meet you in person.  

New Prostate Cancer Nurse Specialist in the Western Isles

At the recent Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Ceremony 
held in Stornoway, Anne Ramsay, Greater Broadbay 
Group Leader was awarded The Angus Clinton Memorial 
Award. This award is presented on an 
annual basis in recognition of a volunteer’s 
contribution in supporting young people 
achieve their Awards. 

Anne supports young people involved in 
the Duke of Edinburgh Award, particu-
larly in working towards their expedition. 
She has been on numerous expeditions 
throughout Lewis and Harris, spending 
many nights out in a tent in the wind 
and rain. Young people in the Greater 
Broadbay Group nominated Anne for this 
Award for her dedication and enthusiasm 
and because “she is always up for a chal-
lenge”. 

“You never know what your abilities are until you chal-
lenge yourself,” says Anne, who has been a Nursery 
Playleader for seventeen years. “It is amazing to be 

meeting up again with so many that I 
worked with when they were only three 
or four years, to see what lovely young 
people they have turned into and to see 
them working so hard for their Award is a 
privilege.”

Everyone has some skill to offer, so if you 
would like to support young people in the 
area with their Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
or any other Award why not volunteer? 
For more information contact Community 
Learning and Development on 01851 822 
714.

Angus Clinton Memorial Award

Anne Ramsay with the Angus 
Clinton Memorial Award Trophy
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Lewis' gardening guru, Stuart Oakley of Carloway, sug-
gested this method when I first came to live in Lewis.  
Avid for any advice concerning how to enhance the 
chances of survival of plants, I could immediately see the 
advantages. The disadvantages appeared later.

Stuart's advice connected with the way I'd seen vegeta-
bles grown in Orkney, where almost anything that could 
be called into service – from tyres to broken pots - was 
used to protect plants from wind.  

With the opening of a new sweet shop in Stornoway, 
the opportunity to do a bit of real recycling came my 
way.  The manager had stockpiled sweet jars, and was 
delighted to offload them. (The said sweet shop is sadly 
no longer open. Ed.)

I removed the bottom of the sweet jar with a sharp knife.  
It is optional whether you leave the top on or not. Take it 
off and the sweet jar protector becomes more open and 
a little less sturdy.  Leave it on and the enclosed plant 
may be subject to a concentration of heat that draws 
it, much as happens in a conservatory with plants that 
really would prefer to live outdoors.  Also, if the plan is to 
remove the sweet jar once the plant is rooted and estab-
lished, it is an easier job to lift it off if it has a wide opening 
at the top rather than a narrow neck.

Another recommended form of protection for young 
plants is the ubiquitous two litre bottle. However, this 
concentrates heat more intensely so is less satisfactory 
than a sweet jar.

Choosing the right time to take off the sweet jars is a 
delicate matter. Once a plant shows  legginess, a deci-
sion has to be quickly made. This year I experimented. 
Half of my broad bean plants stayed sweet-jar protected 
all summer; the other half took their chance after about 
a month. The difference between their growth and bean-
production was minimal. But this year, as every gardener 
in Lewis I meet says, has been unusual. So such trials 
need repeating. I'd love to hear of other gardeners' expe-
rience with sweet jars!

There are real advantages to growing vegetables under 
sweet jars. Seedlings can be planted out earlier, with no 
fear of wind burn, or worse! Each plant has its own micro-
climate, so is kept warmer inside the sweet jar. If the 
weather continues to be inclement, the sweet jars can be 
left on.  The disadvantage concerns weeding, once the 
plants are well established.  As the season progresses, it 
becomes virtually impossible to weed. Lifting and moving 
the sweet jars disturbs the roots too much. So the sweet 
jars become a haven for chickweed and nettles.

I was asked if I used sweet jars to protect plants from 
slugs. I hadn't considered this but certainly my beetroot 
(which remained under sweet jars all summer this year 
because it was so cold) didn't have a blemish on them. 
The beetroot's leaves looked healthier too, less shredded 
and spotted, which must help the plant's overall growth.

However, the surprise came when my dwarf broad beans 
and dwarf peas developed triffid tendencies, growing to 
five feet in height! This is the downside.  The plants put 
great efforts into growth rather than producing beans and 
peas.  Oddly, the pea-season this year went on longer 
than the broad bean one, a reversal of last year's per-
formance.  

The question boils down to: 'Is it worth it?'  All that extra 
work. With supermarkets offering produce having the 
'look' to win any Beautiful Vegetable Competition, the 
misshapen objects I have dug up over the years are more 
Tate Modern in aspiration. It's easy to be deceived by 
looks. With food, though presentation is mega, it is the 
home grown taste that wows any palate.

It shakes out as giving plants the best chance to give 
us home-grown vegetables. It is a way for a gardener to 
stack the odds more in their favour.

Jim McColl of the Beechgrove Garden television pro-
gramme suggested I ask Santa for a Kelvin Tunnel for 
Christmas. Much as I value his professionalism, I think I 
will stick with the sweet jars!

Growing Vegetables under Sweetie Jars
by Ann Palmer

The results!
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Material for publication in the APRIL issue of Loch a Tuath 
News must be in before FRIDAY 18th MARCH 2016

Above: Back School's Olympic 
Challenge team: Back row L.to R. 
Donna Macdonald, Anne Marie Stewart, 
Eilidh Nicolson, Eileen Matheson, Sarah 
Louise France, Duncan Fox; Front Row 
L. to R. David Macleod, Cameron Hall, 
Andrew Macleod, Iain Maclean, Katie 
Mary Graham

Left: Dolangie Alex John 48 Gress with 
daughters Donalda and Nancy at an Air 
Show after achieving his pilot's licence. 
He has been living in Hamilton, Ontario 
for the last sixty years. 

Below left: Iain Mast 11 Vatisker, 
Alasdair Dhollidh (Gress), Alasdair 
Sgluggan

Below right: Donald and Calum 
Murray, 38 Upper Coll, 1930s. Donald 
later lived at 13 Coll. Donald was the 
father of Etta macleod, 38 Upper Coll 
and Calum the father of Murdina, 
Lighthill and grandfather of Dano.


