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We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 

Fàilte
Welcome to the May issue of Loch a Tuath 
News, we hope you enjoy this edition and 
find something in particular that interests 
you.

In this, the centenary of the outbreak of 
the First World War, we were delighted 
to hear from neil Macleod, East Calder, 
who wrote to us with further details of 
his Uncle Murdo (Murdie) Maciver whose 
photo was in the group of ‘Coll Boys’ in 
February. Murdie was fatally wounded in 
1915.  Please follow neil’s example, if you 
have stories of anyone in your family or 
circle of friends who was involved in the 
1914-18 conflict, and tell us their story. As 
was mentioned before, we will have com-
memorative articles with particular empha-
sis on service men from our own area in 
the coming months, and indeed over the 
next four years. 

This month’s magazine has a distinctive 
maritime feel. It is a privilege to be able 
to feature first hand reports and photo-
graphs of the launch of the new ferry, 
MV Loch Seaforth in March in Flensburg. 
Joan Murray (née Smith) of Tong, ‘god-
mother’ of the new ship tells us of her 
trip to the launching ceremony. Captain 
Callum Maciver, formerly of new Street, 
Back looks back on the beginnings of his 
Merchant navy career. 

Read of Loch a Tuath connections in 
drama and music performances in Point 
and look forward with Murdo Cloudy 
Macleod to the Commonwealth Games 

as he is selected to be a Clydesider at the 
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow.

After many months of hard work and 
dedication by a small group of volunteers, 
the history of Back School, Sgoil a’ Bhac 
Memories through the Ages (1879-2012) 
will finally be in print and available to the 
public at the formal launch of the book on 
9th May. A date for your diary! See further 
details on page 5.

In July, Team Leanne are inviting you to 
join them on another challenge. Find out 
all about it and perhaps be inspired to 
join them. We also congratulate Jimima, 
Chrisetta, Chriselle, Donna and Mina on 
being nominated as baton bearers for the 
Commonwealth Games.

In addition to all that, there are all our 
regular features, old photos and a chance 
to catch up with village news and views.

A couple of months ago, I was stressing 
how important the support of our advertis-
ers was to the survival of our magazine 
and encouraging you to make use of their 
services. Recently some of them helped 
make the move into our new home a rela-
tively easy experience and I would like to 
give them a big thank you. 

Just as we go to print, we offer our con-
gratulations and best wishes to Donald 
Macleod, Head Teacher, Sgoil a’ Bhac 
and his wife Ruth, on the birth of their son, 
Angus Lawson Macleod.

Anna Tucker

Front cover: L. to R. Fiona Mackay, 
Roddy Thomson, Wilma Thomson, 
Ruaridh Thomson, Joan Murray, 
Connor Murray, Donalda Martin, Mairi 
Murray, Mary Scott and Anne Martin
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Coll
On Holiday

On holiday with Jim and Alice and the 
girls Emily and Colleen were Jim’s 
parents Willie and Morag Currie, his 
sister Elizabeth and partner Derek 
with daughter Eilidh.

Sheena Urquhart (nighean Willie and 
Ishbal), 42b Coll, spent the weekend 
at home for her 40th School reun-
ion. The weather was in a wee bit 
of a better mood so we hope you all 
enjoyed your stay. 

New Home 

We would like to wish Allan Mackay 
and nicola all the best for the future 
as they move into their new home. It 
is good to see the young ones stay-
ing in the village of their birth.

Gress
Golden Wedding

Iain and Morag

Congratulations to Iain (Swannie) & 
Morag Macdonald, 40 Gress, who 
recently celebrated their 50th wed-
ding anniversary, they were married 
at Crossbost Free Church by Rev 
Malcolm Maciver on 2nd April 1964.

A Special Birthday

Many happy returns to birthday girl 
Lena MacLennan, 14 Gress, who cel-
ebrated her 50th birthday in March.

Condolences

We extend our condolences to the 
family of the late Margaret MacIver 

BACk/VAtisker
Home and Recovering 

Ciorstaidh Anne MacArthur, 50 Back, 
who spent several weeks in Ospadal 
nan Eilean, has returned home hav-
ing benefitted from her stay there.   
We wish her further progress in the 
coming months.

Mrs Bell Anne Mackenzie, 26 Back, 
who until her recent illness and short 
stay in hospital, was a good and 
active 90 year old.  now that she is 
home we wish her a swift recovery 
back to her usual active self.  

LATn readers will be very pleased 
to read that Angus Morrison, 14 new 
Street, Back, is back home and pro-
gressing well after undergoing inten-
sive, specialist medical treatment in 
Glasgow.  We sincerely wish and 
pray for his complete restoration to 
good health.  

New Baby

Annie Rose Baillie was born on 12th 
March 2014 at Wishaw General 
Hospital. She is the daughter of 
Erica Macdonald and John Baillie, 
who are both Sergeants with Police 
Scotland.

Annie Rose Baillie

Erica and John have made their 
home in Lanark. Annie’s proud 
Grandparents are Joan and Alex 
Macdonald , 43 Back. Many of us 
will know Joan as Seonag Iain Doo, 
and of course we remember Annie 
Rose’s Great Grandmother who was 
also called Annie or more commonly 
Anna Iomhair. Congratulations to you 
all.

(Bantrach Phoshan) late of 36 Gress, 
who died on 19th March in Inverness. 
Margaret and her husband brought 
up the family in Broadbay view, 
vatisker, then moved to Dewsbury 
with their four sons, who were all 
able to come home for the funeral 
which went to Gress Cemetery. Our 
thoughts are with of all the extended 
family.

We also think of nenna, Sandra 
and family, 18 Gress, on the sud-
den death of nenna’s aunt, Christine 
Martin, who passed away in the 
Western Isles Hospital. We also send 
our sympathy to her two sons Sandy 
and Garry, her daughter Karen and 
all her grandchildren.

There has been another sad death 
in Gress. David McKim died on the 
4th April in Bethesda Hospice after 
a long illness. Our thoughts are with 
Sally and with Derek’s family at this 
time.

Visitor

Murdine McReath

Murdine McReath was visiting the 
many second cousins she has in the 
Gress and Back area. She is the grand-
daughter of Katie Ann Mhurchaidh 
Raighnailt, originally from Back and 
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who lived in vancouver. Murdine is 
from Saskatoon and was here six 
years ago. She really enjoyed her 
stay and meeting all her cousins.

Get Well Message

We send our best wishes to John and 
Donna Fairbairn and their daughter 
Rose who is still in hospital having 
treatment after her accident. Rose is 
the granddaughter of Catriona and 
Richard Fairbairn, 32 Gress. We 
hope to see her home soon.

Retirement

Congratulations to John Gunn, 
43 Gress, on his retirement. John 
served for 50 years with Caledonian 
McBrayne. We wonder how many 
times he crossed the Minch!! 

toNG
The Late Annie M. Maciver

Annie M. Maciver, daughter of the late 
James “Libby” Maciver and Shonag 
Maciver, 33 Aird Tong, passed away 
peacefully at Bethesda Care Home 
on 2nd March 2014. Annie had been 
resident at Bethesda for two and a 
half years. She was a well-known 
figure in the community having suf-
fered from cerebral palsy since birth, 
a condition which increasingly limited 
her movements in the last decade of 
her life.

Annie M. Maciver

Annie was a bright and enthusiastic 
Christian and attended Stornoway 
Free Church, where she was a com-
municant, right up to the week before 
her death. The funeral service at 
Tong Mission House was attended by 

a large congregation, a testimony to 
her popularity with all who knew her.

Get Well Wishes

The community wish to extend our 
sincere get well wishes to Willie 
Mackenzie, 17 Aird Tong, who has 
undergone surgery recently and is 
currently recuperating at home. We 
also remember his wife Annie Mary 
and the family and assure them that 
they have been in our thoughts and 
prayers over the last few months.

New Baby

We extend our heartiest congratu-
lations to Rhuraidh and Christine 
Munro, 33 Aird Tong, following 
the birth of their new baby boy on 
1st April. Rhuraidh Thomas John 
weighed 8 pounds 15 ounces. A new 
baby brother for Lachlan and Daisy. 
We would also like to take this oppor-
tunity to welcome the Munro family to 
the village.

Upper Coll
Get Well Wishes

We are glad to report that Anne 
Macaulay, 81 Upper Coll is now 
home from hospital in Aberdeen. We 
send Anne our very best wishes for 
continuing good progress.

Dramatic Production

Two natives of Col Uarach recently 
played prominent parts in the even-
ing of drama and music commemo-
rating World War 1, at Point Gairm 
nan Gaidheil, under the auspices of 
Proiseact nan Ealan and performed 
and hosted in Sgoil an Rubha.

Margaret Stewart, 19 Upper Coll 
and now living in nairn and Sean 
Macleod, Gearraidh Ghuirm, but who 
has now defected to the other side of 
Loch a Tuath, both played very pow-
erful parts in the drama nach Fuar 
am Poll written by Chrisella Ross of 
Bayble.

The play, set in 1922 told the story 
of Domhnall who had returned from 
the Great War three years previ-
ously. Sean played the part of Calum, 

Domhnall’s brother and Margaret 
played the part of Mairead, his 
mother. Also performing in the play 
were David Walker and Etta Bell 
Macmillan.

Margaret Stewart

Apart from acting, Margaret was 
Musical Director and also tutored the 
young pupils of Sgoil an Rubha in 
singing Gaelic songs relevant to the 
theme.

A children’s play, A’Tighinn 
Dhachaidh, also written by Chrisella 
and focusing on new Year’s Eve 
1918/19 and the expected arrival of 
the Iolaire, featured many primary 
children who had Back connections. 
It also was an excellent production, 
directed by David Walker, and a 
maturity of acting above the age of 
the young primary school actors was 
evident.

Calum Maclean, Head Teacher, who 
of course lives in Upper Coll, his staff 
and all who contributed to this even-
ing must be congratulated on their 
hard work, dedication and enthusi-
asm.

Further details of the evening can be 
read on page 50.

Sean Macleod
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Saturday 31st May

at

The Hut

11am- 1pm

Fundraiser for Over 60s Annual Lunch

Take a break and come and enjoy a full Scottish Breakfast on 31st May at The Hut. Breakfast will be 
served from 11am until 1pm. Enjoy good company and craic, or take away and enjoy a delicious brunch 
in your own home, without any cooking or clearing up. 

All funds raised are to go towards the Over 60s annual lunch.

The hamper of goodies which was in Gordon's raised £101 and that too is for the Over 60's Lunch. 
The lucky winner of the hamper was Iain Murray from newmarket.

The Community Council is very grateful to the management and staff of Gordon's shop for all their 
help in selling hamper tickets.

Community Council Big Brunch

Sgoil a’ Bhac Memories through the Ages (1879-2012)

Friday, 9th May 2014

Sgoil a’Bhac

7.30 pm

Copies of the book will be 
on sale and refreshments 
will be provided. Everyone is 

welcome.

Catriona and Sandy are just 
two from the Sgìre who have 
contributed to the book with 

their schoolday memories.

CUIMHNICHIBH!!!!
Book Launch

Alexander Graham (Sandy a’ 
Phuthair). Back

Catriona Todd (Catriona 
a’Pheteran), Coll
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Much media coverage is being given as the centenary of this horrendous and prolonged conflict 
is remembered in August 2014.  William Grant Morrison, Headmaster of Back School 1902-1931 
contributed the following statistics to the booklet “Loyal Lewis, Roll of Honour.”

School District Details 

Township On Roll of Honour  Killed Percentage
Back  106 12 11.3
Vatisker 96 16 16.6
Coll 129 22 17
Total 331 50 14.9

Population last Census:  Males  668     Females  775

nB.  Almost 50% of the male population of the district served in WW1.

neither Upper Coll or Gress had been established as villages when these statistics were compiled.

First World War Remembered

Regarding the photograph of the ‘Coll Boys’ in the 
February issue of Loch a Tuath news which states 
that my Uncle Murdie (Murdo Maciver, 40 Coll) was 
killed in France  during WW1,  Murdie was actu-
ally killed at Hill 60, Ypres on 16th June 1915, aged 
twenty three years. He is buried approximately 
two miles away in Birr cross Roads Cemetery, 
Zillebeke. There are 174 War Cemeteries in Belgium.

Murdo Maciver, my mother’s brother was born at 40 
Coll in 1892, the only son among 
five daughters. He was educated 
at the nicolson Institute and at 
Aberdeen University where he 
graduated M.A. He then joined the 
4th Battalion Gordon Highlanders.

My wife and I visited his grave 
in March 1991 for the first 
time. Several other members 
of the family have also paid 
their respects at his grave-
side; namely my elder daugh-
ter Linda, my sister Mary Ann 
and cousins Kitty and Donnie, 7 

Coll, who were of course his niece and nephew.

Many of the headstones in this fairly small cemetery 
are marked ‘Unknown Soldier. This cemetery, liked 
all the others we have seen in Belgium is well kept, 
the grass is neat and tidy and there are bulbs and 
shrubs planted around. Some headstones have 

been renewed and the engraving is fresh and easily 
readable. Murdie’s stone is well worn but still legible.

On the first occasion we visited, we also went 
to the Menin Gate in Ypres as the names of 
my wife’s step-uncles are engraved there. 
They were Thomas and Allan Murray, whose 
father (Saighdear Mor) was from north Tolsta.

Tom and Allan Murray lived in north Tolsta for a 
short time after they returned from India, where their 
father had served with the Seaforth Highlanders. 
They emigrated to Canada as young men and 
joined the 5th Battalion of the Saskatchewan 
Regiment. They were also killed at Hill 60. Tom 
was twenty two years old when he was killed on 
10th May 1915 and his brother Allan was aged 
only nineteen years and died on 25th April 1915.

Neil Macleod
East Calder

Coll Boys
Murdo Maciver

Neil MacLeod at his uncles’s grave
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On Thursday the 27th and Friday the 28th of March, 
pupils along with local actors and singers took part in 
two plays to commemorate 
the centenary of the start 
of the First World War. The 
event entitled Gairm nan 
Gaidheal included drama, 
music and song, piping 
and an exhibition. Gaelic 
Arts Agency Proiseact nan 
Ealan had commissioned 
five writers and dramatists 
to add their own dimensions 
to the event.

The two plays performed 
at Sgoil an Rubha were 
both written by Chrisella 
Ross from Bayble. The first 
play, performed by the children of the Primary 4-7 
Gaelic Medium Unit was called A' Tighinn Dhachaigh 
(Homecoming). The story was set around newYear’s 
Eve 1918/19 when the Iolaire was sailing home to 
Lewis with over 200 aboard, many of those returning 
from four hard years in the Great War. At home. Maggie 
and her family are preparing for the wonderful night 
ahead, with her husband Donald and son Iain expected 
home at any time. Four of the children who performed 
in the play have Back and Tong connections. Magaidh 
was played by Allison Mackay who is the grand-
daughter of Willie and Ishbel, Outend Coll. Morag was 
played by Anna MacTaggart whose grandmother is  
Mairead Anna Sheorais a Mhideanaich. Tormod was 
played by Finlay Fairgieve, who grandmother is Fiona 

Campbell of Back. 
Domhnall was 
played by Oliver 
Macleod whose 
dad Roddy is orig-
inally from Aird 
Tong, and last but 
not least is Laura 
Macleod who 
played Murchadh. 
Laura’s grandpar-
ents are Dolina 
and Lobo from 
Back. 

On both nights 
the school hall 
was packed to 
capacity with an 

audience from not only the Point area but from all over 
the island. The children worked hard for a number 

of weeks practising for the 
play and gave an outstand-
ing and at times moving per-
formance. The infant class 
of the GMU also entertained 
the audience by singing two 
lovely songs.

The adults’ play, enti-
tled nach Fuar am Poll (A 
Cold Year) was also per-
formed that evening. This 
told the story of two broth-
ers Domhnall and Calum. 
Calum the younger brother 
is eager to hear all about 
the Great War but Domhnall 

is not wanting to talk about it. The two are cutting 
peats but too far from their mother and neighbour to 
hear what is going on. Calum was played by Sean 
Macleod who is the grandson of Ishbel and Iain 
Stewart, Gearraidh Ghuirm and Mairead was played 
by Margaret Stewart-Harding of Upper Coll. Margaret 
was also involved in the music side of the project and 
given the task of teaching the whole of the GMU their 
songs (four in all!!). This was another moving play and 
brought home to many of the younger generation in the 
audience of how the men who had returned from the 
Great War must have found the simple task of peat-
cutting a traumatic experience, reminding them of their 
time in the trenches.

The children 
would not have 
been able to per-
form in the way 
they did with-
out the wonder-
ful help of all 
those involved 
and would like 
to thank every-
one at PnE and 
their teacher Mrs 
Sandra Maciver 
for all their help 
and for giving 
them the opportu-
nity to be involved 
in such a fantastic 
project.

Gairm nan Gaidheal at Sgoil an Rubha
Loch a Tuath Connections at WW1 Drama Event

Front row second from left sitting is Finlay Fairgrieve

Back Row L. Laura Macleod,
Finlay Fairgrieve

L. to R. Anna Mactaggart, Oliver 
Macleod and Allison Mackay
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From the Manse
A Sabbath well spent…
Many people feel tired all the time.  Even after sleeping.  
Some go to the doctor but he can’t find anything wrong 
with them.  They may well be experiencing the symptoms 
of burnout.  Medical experts say that long periods of over 
exertion can cause fatigue, sleeplessness and stress.  
Does this sound familiar to you?

One reason God established the Sabbath was to keep us 
from burning out.  The law of the Sabbath simply conveys 
to us that we can work six days, but on the seventh we 
need to rest; also to spend time worshipping God and hav-
ing fellowship with one another.  Even God rested after six 
days’ work.  now since God doesn’t get tired, clearly He’s 
giving us an example we would do well to follow.  

In Old Testament times the land had to rest after six years.  
no sowing and reaping were permitted in the seventh year 
(see Exodus 23:10-12).  During this time everything recov-
ered and prepared for future production.

We may argue that we cannot afford to take time off.  The 
reality is, we can’t afford not to!  You say, ‘But I would 
never get anything done if I did that.’  Then you’re too 
busy and something needs to change in your life.  When 
we’re too busy to obey God’s commandments, and even 
follow his example, we’ll pay the price.  We reap what we 
sow – burnout!  If we sow continual stress with no rest to 
offset it, we’ll reap the results in our bodies, our minds, our 
emotions, our health and our relationships.

So, perhaps it’s time for a spring clean.  We all need to 
rearrange our priorities and learn to take time off!

Joseph Addison once said that ‘Sunday clears away the 
rust of the whole week.’  

Remember the old saying – ‘A Sabbath well spent brings 
a week of content, and strength for the toil of the morrow, 
but a Sabbath profaned, whate’er be gained, is a certain 
forerunner of sorrow.’  Should we choose not to recharge 
our physical, mental, emotional and spiritual batteries on 
this one day in seven then we will inevitably face the sor-
row of running on empty on a Monday morning.

Take it easy this Sunday, relax and come along to church.

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the com-
munity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services 
in Back and Tong during May 2014 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 4 May
12 noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 11 May
10:30am: Rev Alasdair I Macleod
12 noon: Rev Kenneth Ferguson (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 18 May
10:30am: Rev Alasdair I Macleod
12 noon: Mr Iain Macrae  (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod (WEC)

Sunday 25 May
12 noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Baptism)
6pm:  Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 4 May
10:30am: Rev Alasdair I Macleod 

Sunday 11 May
6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

Sunday 18 May
12 noon: Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 25 May
6pm:  Mr neil Murray  (Gaelic)

May Service Times 

Monthly Family Service
Tong Mission House
Every 3rd Sunday @ 12 noon

 (With Crèche facilities)

***************

Sunday 18 May 2014

Preacher:  Rev. Calum I Macleod
Everyone Welcome
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Launch of MV Loch Seaforth

Last month we heard about the forthcoming launch of the 
new ferry and the presence of Loch a Tuath Residents 
there. Joan Murray, Tong, eldest daughter of the late 
Captain John Smith, and godmother of the new ship now 
shares her  experiences 
of the trip to Germany 
and the launch of MV 
Loch Seaforth. 

Welcome back, Joan, 
after your journey to 
Germany for what 
must have been a 
once in a lifetime 
experience. Can you 
tell us what it means 
to be the ‘godmother’ 
of a ship?

I had to name the ship, 
in Gaelic and in English 
and then had to give 
a short speech to the 
assembled company. 

Did all your travel 
arrangements go 
smoothly?

They did, apart from a slight hiccup with flights at Glasgow 
Airport due to weather problems.

On arrival in Flensburg, what happened then?

Flensburg is a two hour drive from Hamburg, where 
we landed.We stayed in Glücksburg, a few miles from 
Flensburg and on arrival there we checked into a beauti-
ful hotel, The Strand Hotel, overlooking the fjord. The 
weather was perfect, but bitterly cold. The group from 
Stornoway  with the CMAL (Caledonian Maritime Assets) 

contingent and Susan, who had coordinated the whole 
trip all stayed there. We all had a lovely meal that night 
and enjoyed socialising and getting to knoww each other 
more.

Can you describe the 
big day of the launch 
of the ship and how 
you and your sisters 
felt?

We had an early start, 
transport was laid on 
for us and we had to 
be at the shipyard for 
11.15am. Everyone 
involved in the launch 
met at a small pre-
launch reception where 
there was a large 
model of the new ship. 
We were then taken to 
the shipyard which was 
massive and all under 
cover. (It was part of 
this huge roof which 
was very badly dam-
aged earlier in the year 

by storms and which delayed the construction schedule of 
the ferry). My sisters, Mary and Donalda, and I were given 
the opportunity to touch the hull of the new ship. It was 
a strange and emotional feeling seeing the name Loch 
Seaforth once more but on a different ship.

At every launch at the Flensburg Shipyard, local school 
children are invited and given flags of the nation of the 
ship being launched. It added to the atmosphere seeing 
the German children flying their saltires and they gave us 
a couple of flags too.

What exactly did you, Joan, have to do then?

I then had to name the ship using 
the often used words,” I name this 
ship Loch Seaforth”. I was also 
asked to say the same words in 
Gaelic, which was a lovely touch. 
Following that I made a short 
speech saying how pleased and 
honoured I was to be the god-
mother of the Loch Seaforth and 
wished the ship’s future crew all 
the best. The three of us then lifted 
the bottle of Single Malt Whisky 
which smashed in smithereens on 
the bow of the ship. I got the neck 
of the bottle, mounted on a plaque 

The Loch Seaforth , name still hidden ready to be launched

Flensburg, Germany, 21 March 2014

Launch party making their way to the 
shipyard led by Peter Sierk, President 
and CEO of Flensburger Shipbuilders
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to keep.

Were any of the new crew at the launch?

Yes, the three Captains – Byron Griffiths whose father was 
a Coastguard stationed in Stornoway, Lewis Mackenzie 
who has Tolsta connections and John Gillies who has 
ness connections and is in fact related to us. Other offic-
ers were also there.

You will have travelled many times on the old Loch 
Seaforth. What comparisons can you make?

For a start, size. The new one is huge. It is a functional, 
modern ship capable of carrying many more passengers, 
cars and freight.

Were there further celebrations after the launch?

We went back to the Strand hotel where we had more 
beautiful food and more celebratory speeches. We had a 
lot of fun and enjoyed ourselves thoroughly. The hospital-
ity given to us was fantastic. There was also another buf-
fet reception in the evening at another venue.

What will be your everlasting memory of 21 March 2014?

The whole thing was a proud and amazing experience.

We thought back to when we were 
young and our dad was Captain of the 
old Loch Seaforth and also thought 
about the fact that so many people had 
voted for the name.

Many of us have memories of the 
Highlander on the bows of the old 
Loch Seaforth. Do you think it would 
be a good thing to see this emblem 
on the new ferry?

That would be lovely!

Finally, what do you think your father 
would have made of the new Loch 
Seaforth?

He was so proud of the original vessel 
and he would have been equally proud 
of the new one.

As a family we would like to say that  The Loch Seaforth afloat

 The Loch Seaforth slips into the water

 Launching the Loch Seaforth with the traditional bottle Name unveiled
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Mary Ann Davidson, Vice Chairperson of Loch a 
Tuath News was also present at the launch with her 

son David, 
as was 
r e p o r t e d 
before. She 
now tells us 
her story.

In April last 
year I got 
a call from 
Caledonian 
M a r i t i m e 
Assets Ltd 
(CMAL) to 
say that I 
had been 
picked out 
from 2000 
others who 
had chosen 

the name of the new ferry and had won a prize of a trip 
for two to the launch in Flensburg in 2014.  I picked 
the name in an online poll from I think 5 other choices 
because it seemed the most appropriate.  I grew up 
hearing about the old Macbrayne’s Loch Seaforth with 
much affection.  

My son David and I met up with Joan, Donalda and 
Mary at Stornoway Airport for the first stage of our trip 
to Glasgow, and then met their daughters and grand-
children the next day for the onward trip to London 
and Hamburg.  We were all staying together 
in Glücksburg, a small town about 6 miles 
from Flensburg, with three of the CMAL 
staff.  Mary’s son-in-law, Roddy, drove up 
from Emden where he was working to join 
us.  We had a fantastic meal together in the 
hotel that evening and got to know each 
other better and heard about Captain Smith 
and his experiences.    

The whole trip was enjoyable from start to 
finish, but what stands out for David and I 
was the excitement and obvious pride of 
all at the shipyard on the day of the launch.  
We walked through from a reception at the 
administration building and saw different 
stages of production throughout the yard 
until we reached the new ferry, which was 
a breath-taking sight. David’s highlight was 
when the bottle of whisky smashed on the 
bows of the Loch Seaforth and she was well 
and truly launched.

It was lovely to hear Joan say some of her speech in 
Gaelic, which was very emotional for herself, her sis-
ters and the rest of the family, and for ourselves also, 
having heard them speak so fondly of their father. 

David enjoyed learning about the capabilities of the 
new ship from the Chief Engineer.  It will have a 
combination of diesel electrical and diesel mechani-
cal propulsion, will be capable of being maintained 
at sea, and will also be a much quieter vessel.  He 
invited David, Ruairidh and Connor to a guided tour 
of the engine room when the new Loch Seaforth is in 
service so they are very much looking forward to that. 

Mary Ann Davidson

Loch Seaforth now complete with accommodation block

The old Loch Seaforth, gone but not forgotten

David and Captain Lewis Mackenzie

the hospitality shown to us was fantastic. Peter, the CEO 
of the Shipyard said afterwards that it was the best out of 
the eleven launches in which he had been involved. He 
felt that this was because of the island connection and the 
history of the name of the ship and that the whole thing 
was obviously so personal to us. He was very keen to 

learn the Gaelic for Prost (‘cheers’ in German) and per-
fected Slàinte Mhath! The dedication and enthusiasm of 
CMAL was also very evident.
Thank you, Joan for giving us this insight into the 
launch and we look forward to the arrival of MV Loch 
Seaforth in September.
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Their time was 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
1hour 30mins.

Lots of fun 
was had 
by all, and 
thanks to 
the tremen-
dous gener-
osity of the 
community, 

a grand 
total of 

£1440 
w a s 
raised for 
a local family 

Thanks to Evelyn Duntsan who acted as 
lookout, and to John Bayfield for providing 

the buggy.

Here's to the next challenge!

On Friday 18th April 2014, Back Hair Studio closed its 
doors for the last time after eight years of business. 
Over these years Carol Maclean styled many clients 
from Broad Bay and also those who came to the Back 
Salon from as far as Harris and ness. The distance 
travelled to Back for a hair styling appointment bears 
witness to Carol’s popularity and talents.

Carol would like to thank all clients and all those in the 
community who made the business such a success, 
and in making her welcome in Back. 

It is good to report that Carol’s clients are not losing 
her completely, as she is now moving up to The White 
Rooms at 40 Bayhead Street, Stornoway, and she tells 
us that she will be joining a lovely bunch of girls there. 

Opening hours will be as before, Tuesday to Friday, 
10am-5pm and late night on a Thursday. very impor-
tantly, for those ladies who are unable to travel in to 
town Carol is offering a service in their own homes.

Clients old and new can make an appointment by tel-
ephoning 70 0979 and asking for an appointment with 
Carol. She starts in the White Rooms on Tuesday 6th 
May at 10am.

Carol says “I would like to wish all of you, my custom-
ers, the very best and thank you for everything. I would 
also like to thank Ali and Dina for all their support and 
help at Back Hair Studio in its eight years.”

Those of us who enjoyed all the fun and kindness, often 
beyond the call of duty, shown by Carol and Co. in Back 
Hair Studio, as well as of course a brilliant hairdo, will 
certainly miss our visits there. Power cuts were some-
times problematic and it was not unknown for Carol to 
drive a client back to the warmth of the client’s home 
then return later in the day to complete the styling.

 However, we look forward with Carol to the opening of 
a new chapter in her hair styling career and give her our 
very best wishes for the future.

Back Hair Studio
Carol Closes After Eight Years

Paul Hudson and Bellann Maclennan 
(Bellann Rob) decided to set them-
selves a physical challenge in the form 
of a ‘Human HuskyTeam’ on Saturday 
5th April.

The precious cargo, Bellann, was 
dressed as a very distinctive red bull, 
and was pulled from Tolsta to Back by 
human husky, Paul.

Human Husky Team
Bellann sitting 

pretty in her 
Red bull 

outfit!

Human 
husky 

Paul pulling 
Bellann
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Gymnastics Sessions

All the pupils at Tong enjoyed a programme of 
Gymnastics sessions last term in the big hall.  We 
enjoyed balancing, tumbling and climbing and lots 
of fun activities.  We are looking forward to seeing 
the Gymnastics at the Commonwealth Games in 
the summer.  A big thank you to Mrs Rogers for 
leading the sessions.

Blythswood Fundraising

Last month’s LATn showed the hard work being 
done by the classes making and selling things to 
raise funds for Blythswood.  Having started with 
£20 we changed that into the magnificent sum of 
£190.59.  A special thanks to Mrs Lloyd for her 
organisation and to all the parents, pupils and staff 
who supported this worthwhile venture.

Post Office Talk

Mrs Catherine Walker, our school cleaner, spoke 
to P1-3 about her other career as a Post Mistress 
of Garrabost Post Office.  The children enjoyed 
examining Mrs Walker’s special stamps and using 
her stamp and ink pad.  Pupils and staff would like 
to thank Mrs Walker for sharing her knowledge 
with them in this way.  As the children have been 
reading about ‘Katie Morag’ (whose parents run a 
Post Office) this was an interesting way to find out 
some more about Post Office work.

Visit from MAF
(Sophie wrote this after the visit in March)

Today we had 
a special visit 
from MAF 
(Mission Aviation 
Fellowship).  A 
man called Andy came to talk to us about MAF.  
We also had Mr Macleod and a Deacon coming to 
the talk as well.

There was an exhibition/Gallery set out with lots 
of different pictures of things.  Some pictures were 
nice and were some were not so nice.  We were 
all given worksheets where we wrote down out 
three favourite pictures and explained a little bit 
about them.  I really enjoyed the visit.  near the 
end, before we had to leave, we were shown and 
told about what some poorer people eat.  They eat 
‘Plumpy nut’ and they drink Goat’s milk.  We got 
to feel Plumpy nut and it was all squidgy.  After, 
Caitlin’s mum made us juice and biscuits.  I think 
it was a really fun and interesting visit.

Sophie Graham, P7

RNLI Fundraising

Mr Murdo Campbell, representative of the RnLI, 
attended our school assembly on Friday 7th 
march.  The pupils enjoyed an opportunity to 
ask Mr Campbell a variety of questions about his 
involvement with the organisation.  Mr Campbell 
was also delighted to accept a donation of £200 
on behalf of the RnLI.  The money was the pro-
ceeds from a collection at the schools Christmas 

Tong School

Gymnastics is great!

Presentation of Cheque to  Stornoway Lifeboat 
Representative, Mr Murdo Campbell
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Hector 
Low our local vet, 
who will have seen many Loch a Tuath pets 
and their owners over the years, was voted 
Petplan vet of the Year.

This is quite an achievement for a small island 
population, when you think about how many 
vets there must be who would have been 
nominated for the award. Well done, Hector 
and well deserved! C.H.

production.

Katie Morag Assembly
P1 – 3 brightened up the school on the last 
day of term (Friday 28th March) by dressing 
up as characters from the ‘Katie Morag’ sto-
rybooks.  Katie Morag, Grandma mainland, 
Grannie Island, baby Liam, the big boy cous-
ins, neilly Beag, Fabbydoo the cat and vari-
ous crofters were all represented on the day!

In the afternoon the P1 – 3 group lead 
an assembly, based on ‘Katie Morag’ and 
‘Scotland’ for the whole school.  The chil-
dren prepared for the assembly by thinking 
of words associated with the topic beginning 
with each letter of the alphabet; the Katie 
Morag A,B,C.  This was a good opportunity 
for the children to share new learning 
with the rest of the school.

Vet of the Year

Granny Island with 
some special friends

Katie
Morag 

Assembly
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLAnT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Easter Assemblies
On Good Friday, special Easter assem-
blies were held in the church hall at Back 
and in Tong Mission House.  nearly 200 
children, including parents and grandpar-
ents, met in the church hall in the morning 
for a Sgoil a Bhac assembly.  A similar 
event was held for pupils and teachers of 
Tong School in the Mission House in the 
afternoon. 

Led by Rev Calum I Macleod, the theme 
was ‘Easter Eggsplained!’ focusing on the 
resurrection of Jesus.  All the children left 
with a crème/caramel egg. Eilidh welcoming everyone to the Tong Assembly

Sgoil a’Bhac Assembly in the Church Hall

Back Brownies 
recently did a spon-
sored clean-up of 
the area between 
the Hut, Broadbay 
view, the School 
Road and down 
past the church.  
We collected over 

six big black bags of rubbish and raised money 
for our 100th Brownie Birthday trip to Inverness 
in May.  The money is still coming in, but so far 
we have raised over £400.  A big thank you to 
the parents who came along to help us on the 
night.

Back 
Brownies’ 
Sponsored 
Clean-up

Back brownies at The Hut after their clean up effort
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559
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Back in Time      
On Leave
Home on leave are Nurse Isabella Maclennan, 23 Gress;  Jessie 
Mary Mackay, ATS,  28 Gress;  Alexander Stewart, RNR, 29 
Gress;  Neil Ferguson, RNR, 19 Gress;  Evander Morrison, 
RNR, New St, Back;  Radio Officer Kenneth Macleod, 49 
Back;  Roderick Macleod, RNR, 1 Gress;  Agnes Martin, 
WRNS, 17 Vatisker; Nurse Isabella Burnside, 39 Vatisker;  
Isabella Murray, NAAFI, 21 Back;  Alex Neil Ferguson, RNR, 
32 Vatisker;  John Macmillan, MN, 35 Vatisker;  Kenneth 
Macdonald, RNR, 51 Back;  Malcolm Maciver, RNR, 47 
Back;  CPO Angus Graham, 22 Vatisker;  John Macdonald, 
Lighthill, Back;  Annie Macdonald, WRNS, New St, Back; 
CPO Donald Smith, Lighthill, Vatisker;  Cpl Angus Graham, 
RAF, New St, Back;  Alexander Maciver, RNR, 27 Vatisker;  
Evander Mackay, RNR, 65 Coll;  Angus Mackay, RNR, 65 
Coll;  Murdo Maclennan, RNR, 15 Coll;  William Macleod, 
RNR, 14 Coll;  Willina Ann Macdonald, WRNS, 13 Vatisker;  
Hugh Maciver, RNR, 36 Vatisker;  Murdo Macleod, RNR, 32 
Back ; Donald Macmillan, RNR, 35 Vatisker;  Murdo Macleod, 
RNR, 47 Vatisker and Donald A Macleod, RNR, 47 Vatisker.   
We were glad to see visiting the district for the first time, 
William R Daniel, a native of Natal, South Africa, an officer 
in the Merchant Navy, who was married in 1942 to Miss Mary 
Ferguson, second daughter of Mr and Mrs Kenneth Ferguson, 
2 Gress.  Mr Daniel, who in peacetime was a manager in the 
South African Bakeries Ltd, Durban, was granted a short leave 
to visit Lewis to see his wife’s relatives when his vessel vis-
ited a British port.  CPO Donald Ferguson, his brother in law, 
was at home on leave at the same time. Mr Daniel, who was 
overjoyed with his trip to Lewis, left on Monday morning to 
join his ship.

Wedding Bells
A very pretty wedding took place recently at 1 Gress, the 
home of the bride, when Mary Ann,  fourth daughter of  Mrs 
Christina Macleod and the late Murdo Macleod, became the 
bride of Angus, second son of Mrs Annie Murray and the 
late Murdo Murray, Lighthill, Vatisker.  The groom is well 
known as a partner in the firm of J and A Murray, bus owners, 
Lighthill, Back. Rev Roderick Mackenzie officiated.  The bride 
who was given away by her brother, PO George Macleod, was 
attended by her sister Christina, the groom’s sister Kate and 
the groom’s cousin Kenina Mackenzie, 51 Vatisker.  The duties 
of bestman were ably performed by Mr Donald Macleod, the 
bride’s youngest brother. After the ceremony, a large number of 
guests were entertained to a sumptuous repast, when the health 
and happiness of the newlyweds was duly toasted.  The happy 
couple were the recipients of numerous useful presents and 130 
congratulatory telegrams were read, testifying to their popular-
ity.  Mr and Mrs Murray left by air for their honeymoon.

Obituaries
We regret to record the death of Mr John Maciver, 42 Vatisker, 
which occurred on 4 May.  The deceased who was aged 82, 
was confined to the house through infirmity for the last few 
years.  In early manhood he was employed in Glasgow, but 
returned to Lewis to settle on his croft.  Mr Maciver came 

under the influence of the Truth when very young and made a 
public profession of his faith in the Redeemer at the early age 
of 17 years.  He had the cause of Christ at heart and was best 
seen by the discerning when engaging in prayer.  There are 
unfortunately few of his type in the present generation.  By 
his life and conversation, he gave ample proof that the root of 
the matter was in him.  He is survived by two daughters, three 
grandchildren and a sister.  His wife predeceased him 26 years 
ago.

Miss Isabella Maciver, only daughter of Mrs Maciver, and the 
late Allan Maciver, 31 Coll, and sister of the local postman, has 
passed away.  Miss Maciver, who was aged 64 years, appeared 
to be in her usual health until a few weeks prior to her passing.

Mr James Thomson, 52 Coll, a well-known landmark in the 
district, has passed away at the age of 68 years.  The deceased, 
while a young man, followed his late father’s calling of shep-
herd.  He was unmarried. 

Deep gloom was passed over the district when it became 
known that Murdo, eldest son of Mr and Mrs John Campbell, 
6 Vatisker, had passed away in the early hours of Sunday morn-
ing, 9 April.  The deceased, who was aged 27 years, served in 
the Merchant Navy from the outbreak of hostilities, until he 
became ill about 6 months ago.  Murdo, who was unmarried, 
was loved and held in high esteem by all who knew him.

TONG
A Friend’s Tribute
It is with profound regret that I record the death in the Lewis 
Hospital, on Tues 9 May, of Donald Macleod, only son of Mr 
and Mrs Donald Macleod, “Hacklete”, Tong, at the early age 
of 20 years.  He took ill suddenly on Monday night, and was 
removed to hospital, but it was of no avail.  He was a loyal, 
amiable and cheerful companion.  I had the honour of being 
one of his numerous friends and shall always treasure memo-
ries of him.  He was for some time a pupil in the Nicolson 
Institute, where he made many friends, who will indeed be 
grieved to hear of his death. He was forced to leave school 
through ill health, but after a long period of convalescence, he 
took up duties as clerk to the Pier and Harbour Commission at 
Stornoway, where he was held in great esteem by both employ-
ers and fellow employees.  The funeral to Gress cemetery took 
place on Thursday, 12 inst and the large gathering was proof 
of the conspicuous place Donnie held in the esteem and affec-
tion of all who knew him.  To his sorrowing parents and only 
sister, we all extend our heartfelt sympathy in their very sore 
bereavement.  AMD

On Leave
Those home on leave at present or who were home recently are 
George Maciver, MN, 21 Aird Tong;  John Angus Mackay, MN, 
23 Aird Tong;  Malcolm Maclean, RNR, 19 Tong;  Norman 
Macdonald, RNR, Hillside Cottage, Tong.  We were delighted 
to have with us, Alex John Macleod, RNR, Aird Tong;  Murdo 
Macleod, RNR, 31 Aird Tong and Alex John Thomson, RNR, 
4 Park, Tong after 2 years service in tropical waters.

     May 1944
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JOHN A FINLAYSON
JOInERY & BUILDInG SERvICES

JOHN ALEX FINLAYSON
JOInER

SPRInGSIDE HOUSE
TOnG, STORnOWAY
ISLE OF LEWIS
07768 205834 / 01851 706567 AFTER 6PM

marion@finlayson24.fsnet.co.uk
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Cloudy Becomes a Clydesider!
nationally and internationally, the Commonwealth 
Games being held in Glasgow in July are the 
cause of much excitement 
and anticipation in the world 
of sport and beyond. Murdo 
‘Cloudy’ Macleod, (mac Tohan, 
34 Gress), is going to be in the 
thick of the excitement as he has 
been chosen to be one of the 
15 000 Clydesiders, the army 
of volunteers who will be at the 
front line, helping the public in 
many ways.

Cloudy has always loved spec-
tating at sports of any kind. 
When watching the London 
Olympics and seeing the army 
of volunteers there, he looked 
on with envy, and when the 
opportunity arose to apply to be a volunteer for the 
Glasgow Games he immediately applied. 

Applications were invited in August last year, Cloudy 
was interviewed in Glasgow in november and at the 
end of January this year he was informed that he was 
one of the 15 000 who were chosen out of the 50 000 
applicants. That is indeed a great achievement. At 

that time, Cloudy was told that he will be based at the 
Sir Chris Hoy velodrome for his volunteering stint, a 

venue he is delighted to be at.

So far, Cloudy attended his first 
‘orientation’ training which was 
held at the United Emirates 
Stadium, adjacent to the velo-
drome. In May he will go to 
Glasgow again for specific train-
ing at Hampden Park and also 
at the velodrome. Later in the 
same month he will travel to 
Glasgow again when he will get 
his Accreditation Pass and his 
Clydesider uniform. The uniform 
is a very smart red and grey 
colour combination and includes 
a very important cagoule and a 
brolly!

Cloudy tells us that not only is he very excited about 
being a Clydesider, but is also honoured to have 
been chosen out of such a large number of appli-
cants. He has promised to share his experiences of 
the 2014 Glasgow Commonwealth Games with Loch 
a Tuath readers and we look forward to that. If you 
are lucky enough to be going to the Games, look out 
for our own Clydesider!

Back Football and Recreation Club

Murdo ‘Cloudy’ Macleod

It is hoped that by the end of the year a new state of 
the art 3G artificial pitch will be installed in the recently 
erected fully covered all-weather facility.

Provision has already been made to install the new 
surface and the necessary boarding. Most sports will be 
able to be played on the new surface, by young and old.

Shona Robison, Minister for Sport, Alex Salmond, First 
Minister and Alasdair Allan, M.S.P. along with other 
Sports dignitaries recently visited the new building.

The doors will open to the general public later in the year, 
and the big question now is, who is the sports personality 
lined up to perform the official opening ceremony. Watch 
this space!

Before After
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Captain Callum Maciver, 6 New Street Back and now 
living in South Africa shares his reminiscences of the 
early days of his maritime career.

I was inspired to write something after reading the 
articles in the October and november 2012 issues by 
norman Smith, and the article in the november 2013 
issue of Back in the Day, Sailing on British Tramp Ships  
by Angus Finlayson.

EDUCATION AND EARLY DAYS
I visited norman’s home before he was born! Yes, I was 
on holiday at my Aunty Katag and the Pap at Knockaird, 
ness. My late mother, Katie Anne Chalum Ghollie of 
16 Upper Coll, was Katag’s sister. This being in the 
summer of 1950 or ‘51, I can’t be sure which, Alex, 
Angus ‘a Phap and myself did the three and a half mile 
trek from Knockaird, down Fivepenny to Eoropie along 
the beach, then along the cliff tops all the way to visit 
norman’ s mother, Catherine.  At the time, norman’s 
father was not at home, being away at sea. At the end 
of our visit we followed the main road back to Lionel and 
up to Knockaird. I was 13 or 14 at that time.

I, like norman, did my Primary education at Back 
‘Public’ School, as it, and all state schools in Scotland 
were called, and it always gave great delight to tell it 
that way when talking to English shipmates, and see the 
look on their faces, since ‘Public’ Schools in England 
were fee paying, and in our vocabulary would be called 
a Private School! Such is the English Language.

I went to the nicolson Institute, to do my Secondary 
Education, and who would wish for a better grounding. 
I achieved good results in Maths, (although I didn’t like 
Calculus), Science, and all the Technical subjects which 
I followed. Having completed Secondary 4, I then went 
to Lewis Castle College, to the Second Year navigation 
Class. On completing this I joined my first ship, the King 
Robert of 6981 tons gross, built in 1943 in the U.S.A. as 
the Empire Grange for the British Admiralty purposely 
to take a cargo of war effort goods across to the U.K. 
Originally with a triple expansion steam engine, she 

still had the Scotch boilers which drove all the auxiliary 
pumps, generators, steering system, deck winches etc. 
But when I joined, she had a Burmeister and Wain die-
sel engine of 3300 brake horse power. She belonged 
to King Line Ltd. which was a ‘Tramping’ Company, 
at that time a subsidiary of Union Castle Line, (I only 
discovered years later that it had been a subsidiary of 
Royal Mail Line).

Many of us are influenced in our formative years by our 
environment and I was no exception. My father went 
to sea at age 16 (1922) in Hull and Grimsby trawlers 
as a galley boy, subsequently going deep sea as an 
Ordinary Seaman, and progressing to Able Seaman, He 
studied at sea and eventually in 1933 went to nautical 
College and sat the Second Mate’s Examination but 
did not pass. When he went back to sea he sailed with 
SIX Master Mariners Certificated A.Bs in the same fore-
castle! What a disappointment that must have been for 
any young man. Some of his earlier ships were indeed 
Baron Line tramp ships and he told how he had to buy 
a sackful of hay to make his own bed!! At his knee many 
years later I learned the Baron Boat song, never to be 
forgotten!

“At first they make you oil the decks,
And you begin to chip,
But always leave a bit of 
rust, in case there’s none 
next trip.”

(The words of the song became very real years later 
when I joined my first tramp.)

This was long before I had made any decisions as to 
what I wanted to do when I ‘grew up’. My uncles were 
at sea in the Royal navy and Merchant navy, and 
many of our neighbours were at sea, so I was filled 
with tales of whom they met in Auckland, or Sydney, or 
Montreal or Durban.  By the time I was on Secondary Iv 
it was time to decide what I was going to do when I left 
school, so I then decided that going to sea as a Marine 

Engineer would be my 
career path. William 
Macleod (Uilliam 
Bhobshie), 31 Gress, 
Angus Macdonald 
(Aonghais Shandy), 
Church Street, Back 
and myself were the 
three from Back who 
went for interviews with 
three representatives 
from three Glasgow 
Shipyards looking for 
apprentices.

I thought my chances 

Calum Maciver

King Robert
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were very good, having 
had good results in my 
Technical subjects, but I 
was wrong. At this point 
I had hoped to become 
an apprentice fitter and 
turner, and so become 
a Marine Engineer. The 
response from all three 
shipyards was offers of 
apprenticeships as riv-
eter, welder, or plater! 
not for this boy!

Then I decided that 
flying round the world 
would be a good idea 
so I wrote to De Havilland Aircraft Company request-
ing to become an apprentice flight engineer, to which 
their response was that there was no apprenticeship 
for flight engineers but I was offered an apprentice tool-
maker position. This I declined for that would mean I’d 
be bound to a drawing board, designing tools to make 
tools etc., instead of going round the world as I wanted!

That is how I ended u p on the Second Year navigation 
Class of 1954-55, and so to sea into King Line as a 
Deck Apprentice after finishing my exams in 1955.

Did I get exactly what I wanted? Indeed I did!!

OFF TO SEA
That very first trip out of Middle Docks, South Shields, 
lasted eight and a half months. Yes, round the world 
via Cuba, Panama Canal, Hong Kong, Christmas 
Island (Indian Ocean, not Pacific), Australia, Mauritius, 
Mozambique, South Africa, Senegal, Holland, back to 
South Shields to dry dock and two weeks leave. The 
trip was 34 318 nautical miles long and all at 10 knots 
on a good day! 

The second trip on the King Robert was eleven and 
a half months, this time starting with a Union Castle 
charter, loading at London and continental ports for 
South Africa via Dakar, again completing discharge at 
Beira in Mozambique and Mauritius again, where we 
loaded sugar for Montreal via Cape Town and Cape 
verde Islands. We then loaded wheat for Marseilles, a 
light ship back across the Atlantic to Mobile, Alabama 
to load soya beans for Hamburg. Then back across 
the Atlantic, light ship to norfolk, virginia, for a cargo 
of coal to Buenos Aires, then loaded wheat and bar-
ley at necochea and oats and rye at Bahia Blanca for 
Antwerp and Rotterdam via Montevideo, and Cape 
verde Islands.

On arrival at Rotterdam, I was sent by train back to 
Antwerp to join the King Alexander, a much more mod-
ern ship, being built in 1953, (but still very primitive!) 
and was away another eight months, eventually get-
ting home on leave for a month. Then followed another 
Union Castle Charter, London and continental ports to 
South Africa, but after three months I was signed off 

with pneumonia at Cape Town and travelled back to 
Southampton on the Winchester Castle as a First Class 
passenger (and saw how the other half lived!). Boy, I 
could get used to this, silver service, choice of menu, 
the gym, a swimming pool deep in the ship’s bowels - 
First Class only!). By this time Union Castle and Clan 
Line Steamers Ltd (another famous Scottish company 
with liner services to India, Australia, East and South 
Africa.) had become the British and Commonwealth 
Shipping Company Ltd.

In 1959 I finished my apprenticeship on the Clan 
Robertson and having signed on the articles at sea, 
now earned £40 a month as a Junior Officer, instead 
of £20 pounds for the first part of the trip. When I had 
some leave, I enrolled at Strathclyde

University navigation Department, and studied there 
for four months until I thought I was ready for the 
navigator’s Exam, which was in December. Why did 
Bert Frater and I fail Signals? We had passed eve-
rything else! So we had Christmas and new Year at 
home, and then did the Signals over again and passed 
of course. I did not join my next ship, M.V. Clan Maclean 
in Glasgow until 5th Feb.1960 in fact. A nice holiday!

I haven’t included any incidents that happened so far, 
so this is all a bit factual. More in the next instalment!  
We as apprentices learned a lot over the four years, and 
certainly the education we had been given stood us in 
good stead, and this was to be brought home to me the 
second or third day out on that first trip. After clearing 
the English Channel, the Mate, a Mr. Turnbull, (whom 
I thought was sixty years old at least!) got three star 
sights, and asked me if I could “work them out?” I said 
that I could, by longitude and chronometer. Of course, 
I thought this was a test, but I took the details from him 
and went down below and worked them out and brought 
him the resulting position, and according to Mr. Turnbull 
it was very close to his working out and he was quite 
surprised. It took a number of years before I mastered 
the Mark Saint Hillier Method, which was in fact more 
accurate!

I’ll leave it at that for now, hoping you are all well and not 
too cold, it is very hot and humid here at present. We 
have had some rain but could do with more.

King Alexander
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They’re off again…but this time they want you walk-
ing with them all the 
way!

On the back of the huge-
ly successful 500miles-
4Leanne event last 
year, Team Leanne are 
inviting EvERYOnE 
to join them in a new 
and exciting challenge 
to be part of an amaz-
ing night-time walk 
experience. Jimina, 
Donna, Chrisell, Mina 
and Chrisetta are put-
ting on their walking 
shoes again this year 
to start training for this 
event, and they want 
to emphasise that the 
dusk2dawk50k walk is 
as much for men as for the ladies.

Chrisetta spoke on behalf of the team and said, “Last 
year’s event, which attracted a huge following and raised 
£12,000 for The Leanne Fund, overwhelmed us so much 
that we all agreed it just couldn’t be left at that. We had so 
many people supporting us and walking with us on vari-
ous stages of the route, and that was such an encourage-
ment to us that it has spurred us on to arrange this new 
and exciting challenge. This gives us all the opportunity to 
get fit and healthy again, and no doubt we’ll have loads of 
laughs together on the walk itself”.

Chrisetta continued, “The Dusk2Dawn 50k, as the name 
suggests, is a 31 mile walk on the Isle of Lewis, start-
ing at 10pm on Friday 11 July and finishing by 10am 
on Saturday 12 July with a one hour break at midpoint. 
It is not a race!! However you choose to take on The 
Leanne Fund Dusk2Dawn 50 km walk, it’s a demanding 

challenge - but with good preparation and training it’s 
also very achievable 
and fun! Remember 
every kilometre you 
tread, you’ll be going 
some way to helping 
others”.

The entry fee donation 
is £25. When you enter 
for the challenge, you 
will be sent a Participant 
Pack which contains 
extensive event-spe-
cific material, includ-
ing a training plan, tips 
& advice, route map, 
hi-viz vest and spon-
sor form. Participants 
must be aged 16 or 
over. Entry forms are 
available to download 

from The Leanne Fund website at www.theleannefund.
co.uk and also to pick up from the Sports Centre, Filling 
Stations, and from Team Leanne.

If you’re a regular walker or ‘sporty person’, you’ll prob-
ably find you already have all the gear required. You will 
need a good, well worn in pair of walking boots or train-
ers, warm and waterproof trousers and jacket - and a 
good head torch is also recommended! 

You can sign up to our Facebook page at facebook.com/
Dusk2Dawn50k and you’ll be updated regularly with infor-
mation and news relating to the challenge. We’ll also be 
emailing updates with fundraising and training support, 
so the earlier you submit your entry form, the sooner you 
will be able to start the recommended training schedule. 

A group Justgiving page has been set up for any dona-
tions at www.justgiving.com/Dusk2Dawn50k

There’s plenty of time to train and prepare - so why 
not start now! Your efforts will help others who face 
even bigger challenges! If you have any queries 
please email info@theleannefund.co.uk

Team Leanne received some fantastic news just 
recently as well, which was confirmation that 
they have been selected as baton bearers on 
the Queen’s Baton Relay for the Glasgow 2014 
Commonwealth Games. Chrisell said, “We are all 
so thrilled and honoured at being nominated and 
selected as baton bearers, this is a privilege we 
just never expected to receive. We were totally 
overwhelmed by the support we had from so many 
people for our walk last year, and being selected 
as baton bearers is as much for all of them as for 
ourselves”.

Team Leanne Dusk to Dawn 50k

Team Leanne
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now that we are into the growing season, with 
bedding plants readily available from the garden 
centres, the danger of late frosts gone, and the 
soil warming up, conditions are ideal for plant-
ing out.  If you find your soil is hard, compressed 
and difficult to fork, the ideal solution is to add 
bark, along with horse manure, which breaks 
up the soil, giving air to the roots, so leading to 
a healthy plant.  The Royal Botanic Gardens in 
Edinburgh make much use of bark 
added to the soil, which is of 
course organic matter. There 
are two types of bark avail-
able, one being coarse 
which is ideal for ground 
covering and supress-
ing weeds.  The other 
is finer, suitable for 
mixing with the soil.

Most houses have 
grass front and back, 
which needs regular 
mowing.  It is most obvi-
ous that the presence 
of moss seems to be 
getting worse, making it difficult to push a lawn-
mower over the spongy conditions.  Moss killer 
alone will not solve the problem of excess moss 
unless the moss is first removed and then the 
moss killer added.  This method will then deal with 

the spores in the soil, thus allowing the grass to 
grow.  To deal with this problem I treated myself 
recently to an electric scarifier and raker and will 
report in this column on developments.  My aim is 
to have a green lush lawn!

For early potatoes this year I have opted for red 
Duke of Yorks, which have a tougher skin than the 
other available earlies and, I think, are more slug 

resistant.  I was disappointed with nasturtium 
seed I planted in the greenhouse as from 

the whole packet only a few have ger-
minated, so I shall get in touch with 

the supplier and perhaps request 
a replacement, as I looked for-
ward to a show of this most 
beautiful flower.

The Musselburgh leeks are 
doing well in their pots in the 

greenhouse.  Many say they 
find it difficult to grow this plant, 

whereas it is claimed that, of the 
onion family it is the easiest to grow.  

Should you purchase leeks plants, do not 
plant them out until they are pencil thick or they 

will struggle, but feed them while they are still in 
the pot or place the pot in a mulch of wet manure, 
where the roots will be able to reach out.

From the Poileagan

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...The Growing Season

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATn or cash 
for £33.44 to Mrs M. A. Davidson, 3a new Street, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £33.44
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Nasturtiums 
in a hanging 

basket
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Experience Required but not the Talent
In 2004 Back FC were preparing for a season that 
would see them lift the Highland Amateur Cup and 
then go on to compete for every trophy available 
for the next eight years. The 
team was built on a blend 
of experience and talented 
youngsters and you would 
struggle to find a shrinking 
violet amongst the whole 
squad. It was a team full of 
captains from me, Bugsy and 
Kevin Bloxy through to Ross 
Hall and current manager 
David Maciver.

Flash forward to 2014 and 
despite the win over United, 
Back are struggling to find 
form. naturally fans will ques-
tion the players available and 
those managing them but for 
me, David Maciver has the 
unenviable task of getting the 
best out of this current squad. 

Previous Back teams always had an experienced 
spine. Someone had to break my leg to stop me 
playing; Bloxy was always there as was Murdo Gress 
and even Murray Macleod has been around since we 
won the league in 2000. You have to remember that 
this current team should have included Ross Hall, 
Martin Maclean, Tohan or James Macleod and pos-
sibly Innes Bommie. 

If they were available David could bring on the 
current talented youngsters at an easier pace. 
Coinneach Smith would be in his element beside 
Innes or Ross and Mowgli could bomb up and down 
the park knowing that there 
would be superb players 
behind him. 
Up front there would be less 
pressure on the undoubted 
talents of Colin Maclean 
and Anthony ‘Egg’ Maciver 
if Martin Maclean was 
patrolling in behind them. 
Throw in those who can-
not make every game like 
DJ Macdonald and Jason 
Macleod and I’m positive 
we would be competing for 
everything.
Experience would have 
stopped the goal we lost 
to Point in the first game of 
the season. A game where 
Back were looking most 

likely to score, only to be sucker-punched and lose a 
goal from their own corner kick.
We then beat United 2-1 and whilst this was a much 
improved performance with even Dave Maclean 

‘show-boating’ in defence, we 
would have annihilated them 
with a few more experienced 
players. Colin Maclean and 
Chris Macleod scored the 
goals that won the game but 
we should have been 5 up by 
half time.

The next game, an ABC Cup 
tie with Aths, only under-
lined my point. Despite going 
behind ,Back played well and 
Ally Tolsta scored a belter 
with a looping shot from the 
edge of the box. 1-1 at half 
time and the orders were to 
keep it tight for the first 15 
minutes of the second half. 
Unfortunately, we lost 4 goals 

in that period and game was gone.

So it looks like being a long season but whilst 
the experience is missing, the talent is not. Stuart 
Smith, Craig Macleod, Stuart Macdonald, Stuart 
Maclennan, Coinneach Smith, James Bommie, Colin 
Maclean, Gordon Maciver, Anthony Maciver and 
Andrew Mowgli Macleod can all become the experi-
enced players we need for the next batch of young-
sters. It won’t happen overnight but it will happen and 
that is worth waiting for. 
P. O’Donnell

Back F.C. Update

Ali Tolsta in action against Aths

Back F. C. Squad 2014
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Material for  
publication in the JUNE issue of Loch a Tuath News must be 

in before WEDNESDAY 21st MAY 2014

L. to R. Roddy Mackay 
(28 Gress), Murdo 
Stewart (Murchy, 29 
Gress), Donald Maciver 
(36 Gress).

We can’t name the fourth 
member of the group. 
Can any reader help?

Gress 
Boys

On the Croft 
in the 1970s 

- 29 Coll

Domhnall and Jean, 
29 Coll, peat 

cutting 
1973

Domhnall 
(Charragan) 

planting
potatoes, 1978


