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We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 

Fàilte
Welcome to the May issue of Loch a Tuath 
News, our 200th issue. To mark this mile-
stone in the life of the magazine, we are 
delighted to introduce our new columnist, 
Donna Mairi Maciver and what is to be 
her regular column, Litir Dhachaidh. It is 
lovely that Donna is continuing in her father 
Kenny’s journalistic footsteps in Loch a 
Tuath News.

Looking back at the first issue, in April 
1997, and the people who contributed to 
that first publication, I would like to pay 
special tribute to three people who are still 
contributing to the magazine on a month-
ly basis. These are Ishbal Maclean, the 
Coll correspondent, neil Murray, the Back/
vatisker correspondent and faithful contrib-
utor of varied articles, and D. A. Stewart, 
who wrote the first football article and is still 
keeping us in touch with sporting matters 
and looks after advertising. The members 
of the first committee and village cor-
respondents were Lilian Maclennan, neil 
Graham, Alice Murray, Alasdair Stewart, 
Rev I. D. Campbell, Kenneth Maciver, 
Christine Morrison, Finella Macdonald, 
Kenneth Smith, Angus Maclennan, 
Chriselle Bain, Ann MacKerracher and nan 
Murray. Thanks go to everyone who has 
contributed in any way over the years and 
to all of you for buying, reading and adver-
tising on our pages. Brevig Pier was the 
subject of the first headline and it is also 
newsworthy in this issue, in the Comhairle 
Column.

Read the May 1915 extract from Murdo 
Murray’s First World War Diary, as he 

records the extremes of the mundane and 
the horrific as his time in Belgium goes on.

Some glorious days of weather were expe-
rienced in April, (although not as I write!) 
perfect for enjoying our glorious beaches, 
machair and moor, hopefully in pristine con-
dition. To this end, Ann Palmer has written 
a follow up to her Not Quite Beachcombing 
piece last month and invites everyone in 
the community to a public meeting on 20 
May. Maggie Macleod’s Aurora Borealis 
photographs were greatly admired last 
month, and this month Maggie gives us an 
eclipse ‘scoop’, telling of her experiences 
at Callanish at the solar eclipse on 20 
March 2015 and meeting up with a team 
from Oxford University. Her photographs 
tell their own story.

If you are involved in the tourism business, 
have a look at the Outer Hebrides Tourism 
advertisement on page 22. Three hundred 
tourism businesses are being sought to 
receive free support to improve their ener-
gy efficiency, thanks to an innovative part-
nership between Outer Hebrides Tourism 
and Taighean Innse Gall. The project, 
dubbed The Energy Isles, has received 
nearly £500k in support from the Coastal 
Communities Fund and is being launched 
to tourism businesses this month. Don’t 
miss out!

As always, please support our advertisers, 
they greatly support Loch a Tuath News.

There is of course lots more to keep you 
in touch with what is going on in Broadbay. 
Enjoy, and please, please, keep sending in 
your articles and photographs.

Anna Tucker

Front cover photo credit: The Solar Eclipse, 
March 20 2015.  Annabel Cook
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As NA 
BAilteAN

The second person whose recent 
death we wish to mention is that of 
Alex John MacLeod, known to the 
older Back generation as Alex John 
a Mhinisteir, the second son of the 
late Rev and Mrs Alexander MacLeod 
formerly of the Free Church Manse 
(1947-54).  Alex John was 92 years 
of age when he passed away in 
Inverness at the beginning of April.  
Like all the MacLeod siblings he 
always showed an affectionate regard 
to this district and to the spiritual wel-
fare of the congregation where his 
father had made a lasting impres-
sion during his seven years as min-
ister.  Alex John grew up in ness and 
Glasgow and he had gained employ-
ment in the latter before his father 
moved to Back.  Work as an engineer 
took Alex John and his wife Kitty 
to Inverness and then to north Uist 
where he put to good use his fishing 
and angling skills.  It was during their 
time living in Uist that Kitty died sud-
denly and unexpectedly.  Alex John 
then relocated back to Inverness to be 
closer to his family.  There, as in Uist, 
he took an active interest in church 
affairs.  He leaves two sons, Roddy 
and Alex and a daughter, Catriona.  To 
them, to his brother  John and sister 
Janet and all the extended family, our 
deep sympathy is extended.  

Birth Congratulations

Congratulations to Carolyn (nighean 
DA agus Peggy, Broadbay view, 
Back) and Lewis Scaramuccia (mac 
Peter agus Marie, Barony Square, 
Stornoway) on the birth of their beauti-
ful daughter Isabella on 16th February 
2015 - a little sister for twins Lilly and 
Ava who are tickled pink with “Baby 
Bella”.

Wedding Congratulations

On Friday 6 March 2015 Sarah 
Louise France, daughter of Robert 
and Murdina France, 9 vatisker 
married James Thomson Macleod, 
son of Murdo and Erica Macleod, 
12 Holm.  The service in the Free 
Church, Kenneth Street was conduct-
ed by Rev Iver Martin.  Afterwards the 
reception was held in the Cabarfeidh 
Hotel.  Sarah is a practice nurse in 
the Langabhat Medical Practice and 
James is employed by SSE.  They 
have made their home in Stornoway. 
We wish Sarah and James many 
happy years of married life.

BAck/VAtisker

Condolences

It is fitting that mention is made in our 
village news column of the passing of 
two individuals who resided outside 
our immediate area but who had, over 
the years, a strong association with us 
in Lighthill.  John MacDonald (Iain a 
Lally), aged 95, was born and brought 
up in Lighthill.  Like many other young 
men in his neighbourhood he earned 
a living as a weaver until called up in 
1939 to serve in the Royal navy.

John Macdonald, 53b Coll

Iain was one of the "Gaisgich na 
Sgire" that featured in LATn in June 
2005.  He was then in his eighties 
and he could clearly recall some of 
his wartime experiences: "Our duties 
were mine sweeping in the English 
Channel until we were sent to Dunkirk 
to assist with the evacuation of the 
thousands of troops stranded on the 
beaches.  On the second trip to the 
English coast we hit a submerged 
wreck and the ship began to sink.  
Lifeboats were lowered but owing to 
the number scrambling aboard them, 
they all sank."  Iain survived and went 
on to serve on an armed Merchant 
Cruiser for two and a half years patrol-
ling in the Indian Ocean. After the 
war Iain married Katie Mary MacIver 
(a Pheel) and lived for the rest of 
his adult life at 53 Coll.  There they 
brought up their family of four sons 
and a daughter.  Sadly, Katie Mary 
predeceased Iain by a matter of five 
weeks.  To their very devoted fam-
ily in their double loss and sorrow 
- Georgina, Iain, Angus Allan, Angus 
and Murdo and to Iain's sister Katie 
Mary, living in north Tolsta, and to 
the extended family, we offer heartfelt 
sympathy.

coll

Bereavements
In my eighteen years of being a cor-
respondent for LATn, never has it 
been so difficult for me to write the 
Coll news as it has for this and last 
month with all the bereavements in 
our village. Malcom MacDonald bet-
ter known as Pomman, late of 50 Coll 
and Tong, passed away at the home 
of his daughter Katie Ann and her hus-
band Donnie in Knock just 10 months 
after the loss of his wife Mina. Both 
being lovingly cared for by Katie Ann 
and Donnie over the past number of 
years. His other daughter Dollag and 
her family are also in our thoughts, as 
are his sisters Catherine, Shonag and 
Eiric and nieces, nephews and the 
grandchildren.

On the 1st of April Catriona Morrison 
(Banntrach Choinnich Thuigs), 
Catriona Darridh late of Coll and 
Parkend passed away in Dun Eisdean, 
where she had been for quite a few 
years. To her son Willie Angus and 
family, Joan Evelyn and family, sister 
Sine in Coll and all nieces, nephews 
and grandchildren we extend our sym-
pathy.

A death that came as a shock to the 
community on April 4th was that of 
John MacDonald Iain a Lally, 53b 
Coll, only five weeks after he lost his 
wife Katie. Iain had been a resident 
in Dun Berisay for well over a year 
and had been in indifferent health.
Our sympathy goes to Seordag, Iain, 
Angus Allan, Angus and Murdo and 
their families on the sad loss of both 
parents.His sister Katie Mary and all 
other relatives are in our thoughts.

On Saturday 11th April we received 
news of yet another death in Coll, that 
of John Campbell, 85 Coll, who was 
also a resident in Dun Eisdean. To 
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As na Bailtean Pictures
Isabella 
Scaramuccia 
(Back)

6 day old Kate 
Isabella with 

her big brothr 
Seumas 
Alasdair 
Macleod 
(Gress)

Ross Macdonald 
Mackenzie (Tong)

The late Mina and Calum (Pomman) with L. to 
R. Dollag and Billy and Katie Ann and Donnie

The late Murdo Mackenzie, 
Butch, (Gress)

The late Iain and Katie Macdonald (Coll)

The late Katie Bell 
Mackay (Coll)

The late Catriona 
Morrison (Coll)

Wedding pictures on p29



5

his family of two daughters and two 
sons and their families we extend our 
sympathy.

New Baby 
On a much happier note we would like 
to send our congratulations to Derek 
and Lorraine Campbell, 33 Coll, on 
the birth of their baby girl who is a little 
sister for Finlay a granddaughter for 
Joan and Murdo Walker, 43 Coll, and 
Janet and Kenny in Aberdeen and Ian 
Murdo Campbell in vatisker Park.

Diamond Wedding Anniversary 
Thanks
Alex and Peggy Maclennan, 15b Coll, 
would like to thank family, friends and 
neighbours for their generosity and 
good wishes on the occasion of their 
Diamond Wedding Anniversary.

(We are very sorry for the late inser-
tion of this notice; Peggy and Alex 
sent it in very shortly after their anni-
versary but it went astray. Ed.)

Retirement 
Best wishes to our LATn Chairman 
Willie Basher Maclean who has hung 
up his boiler suit for the last time 
and is now under new management. 
We hope his new boss won't be too 
hard on him! Enjoy your retirement, a 
Bhalaich; you deserve it.

Engagement 
Congratulations to Innes, son of 
Peggy and John Graham, 8 Coll, on 
his engagement to Barbara Macinnes, 
daughter of Lachlan in Edinburgh and 
Margaret in Stornoway. We wish you 
all the best for the future. 

Gress

Condolences
news of the death of Murdo MacKenzie 
of 25 Gress on the 30th March, aged 
71 years, was received with great sad-
ness in the village and outwith, as he 
had made so many friends throughout 
his life which was mostly spent in the 
Merchant navy. Murdo was popularly 
known as Butch since he was very 
young.  We will all miss him and we 
extend our condolences to his sister 
Dolina and brother Jackie and nieces, 
nephews and cousins who all cared 

for him to the end.

A tribute written by one of his old 
friends follows.

New Baby
William and Cathie Macleod (34 
Gress) are delighted to announce the 
safe arrival of their second grandchild, 
Kate Isabella, on 12th April, born to 
their son Mark and his wife Eilidh; a 
wee sister for Seumas.

Mark is on his second year in the Free 
Church College in Edinburgh.  We 
send them our best wishes.

Canadian Visitors
A daughter and granddaughter of 
Dòmhnall Iain Macleod (A’ Choilean, 
late of 23 vatisker) were on holiday 
from vancouver Island to visit their 
granny Katie Anne in Dun Eisdean 
and all their other relations on the 
island.  They spent most of their 
holidays at 12 Gress with their cousin 
Aonghas Iain. They enjoyed their trip 
and say they will be back.

Get Well Wishes
Doileag Tuliban, formerly of 14 Gress, 
broke her hip and had a very success-
ful operation.  At 91 and still going 
strong you could say she is an ‘Iron 
Lady’.  Her home is in ‘Taigh an Uillt’.

A Tribute to Murdo MacKenzie 
(Butch)
Although not unexpected, the village 
of Gress as well as friends and family 
further afield were deeply saddened 
on 30 March 2015, to hear that Murdo 
Mackenzie had passed away.

Butch, as he was universally and 
affectionately known, was born in 
1943. He spent a short period of his 
early life in Glasgow, but his formative 
years were spent growing up in Gress. 
At that time, the village did not enjoy 
the vibrancy of so many youngsters 
growing up as it does to-day, especial-
ly in terms of young boys, so Murdo’s 
friends and acquaintances spanned a 
number of generations.

His best friend was Lemon and tales 
of their escapades are legion. A par-
ticular pastime at one stage in their 
youthful days was practising their 
(underage) driving skills with Willie 
Poshan’s van in the Square car park 

in Stornoway.  Their shenanigans with 
Willie’s van came to the attention of 
“feadhainn na’m putanan buidhe”, in 
other words the cops. Marched up 
Church Street to the station then in 
Kenneth St, not in handcuffs but with 
their collars well felt for a good talking 
to, they were cured once and for all of 
this particular pastime! 

Murdo was always sociable and at the 
heart of all that went on with his peer 
group. This was no more so than at 
the Gress mill which at that time was 
the focal point for Murdo’s generation, 
not just those in Gress but those from 
Back and Tolsta too. Whether it was 
constructing the well- designed “both-
ag” inside the derelict mill or provid-
ing, with others, accordion music for 
“danns an rathad”, road dance, Murdo 
was to the forefront of all the activity. 
He was generous in spirit and kind to 
those in need.

After leaving school, Murdo worked 
for a short time building fireplaces for 
the Fireside Shop, before departing 
for the Merchant navy where he spent 
a significant part of his working life. 
Murdo’s social side was evident from 
the pictures he submitted to LATn, 
where he was at the centre of the 
sporting and social life of the ships 
on which he served and also with the 
many Lewis exiles whom he met.

Murdo faced significant personal chal-
lenges in mid life, but he faced them 
with typical fortitude and it is to his 
immense credit that he overcame 
these difficulties to lead a fulfilling and 
productive life.

As the British deep sea Merchant 
Marine went into decline, Murdo spent 
some years rubbing shoulders with 
Royalty and other well heeled cus-
tomers as a member of the crew of 
the luxury cruise ship, “Hebridean 
Princess”. At an age when others 
were content to slow down, Murdo 
sought further employment, spending 
some years with a creel supplier in 
Stornoway, before his last sea related 
position on the freight ferry sailing 
out of Stornoway. During this period, 
Murdo was dogged by ill health, but 
it did not dampen his spirit nor his 
enthusiasm for life and his positive 
attitude and ready smile was an inspi-
ration to all who met him.

We have lost a dear friend and we 
mourn his passing, but his loss is 
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particularly acute for his close rela-
tives. We send the sympathy of the 
community to his sister Dolina and 
brother Jackie, as well as to their fami-
lies and other relatives and friends 
here and across the globe.

A Friend

toNG

Condolences
We extend our sincere sympathy to the 
family Calum MacDonald (Pomman), 
formerly of 5 Morrison Terrace, who 
passed away recently. We especially 
remember his two daughters Katie 
Ann and Dolina. It is less than a 
year since they lost their mother. We 
also remember their families and the 
extended family at this difficult time 
for them all.

We also remember Angus Allan and 
Anne Macdonald and their family, 
13A Aird Tong, following the death of 
Angus Allan’s dad Iain a Lally recently. 
We also remember Angus Allan’s sis-
ter and brothers, Georgina, Ian and 
Angus and Murdo and their families 
at this time. It was just in last month’s 
issue of LATn that we were extending 
our condolences following the death 
of Angus Allan’s mother, Katie. 

We assure both families that they are 
very much in the thoughts of the com-
munity at this time. 

Home from Hospital
We are pleased to report that three 
Tong ladies are recovering at home 
following surgery.

Mrs Mary Bayfield had surgery at 
Raigmore hospital, Inverness and she 
is recovering well. Mrs Hettie Murray, 
6 Morrison Terrace, had surgery at the 
Western Isles Hospital and is recover-
ing well. Mrs Anne MacDonald is also 
recovering well at home following sur-
gery at Glasgow Royal Infirmary. We 
send our best wishes to them all and 
hope that they will make a complete 
recovery.

New Baby
Some happy news for Angus Allan 
and Ann Macdonald, 13A Aird Tong, 
following the arrival of their new baby 
grandson, just two days after Angus 
Allan’s dad passed away. We send our 

heartiest congratulations to them and 
also to Jennifer and David, the proud 
new parents of baby Ross MacDonald 
Mackenzie.

Wedding Congratulations 
Married on the 27th november 2014 
at the Free north Church, Inverness, 
by  Rev Calum Iain Macleod, were 
Kathlene MacDonald, 13a Aird Tong 
and Alistair Morrison, 15 Assaye 
Place, Stornoway. Their wedding 
reception was held at the Kingsmills 
Hotel.

Kathlene and Alistair have made their 
home at 1 Church Street, vatisker and 
we wish them many happy years of 
married life.

Upper coll
Condolences

We are very sorry to report the death 
on 17 March 2015 of Mrs Margaret 
Mackenzie, (Peigi Alex an t-Shiara-
ich), formerly of 8 Upper Coll, at the 
age of ninety six. Peigi had lived in 
Welwyn Garden City for many years, 
but died in Milton Keynes where her 
daughter Kim lived. Many older resi-
dents of Col Uarach remember Peigi 
with affection; she was the last of the 
family of ten who were brought up at 
no.8. We remember her daughter Kim 
and son Stuart and their families at 
this sad time, also her nieces Chrissie 
and Marion, and her nephews John 
Murdo and Alasdair. Peigi was also 
the beloved aunt of the late Alasdair 
Beaton, Welwyn Garden City whose 
passing we reported last month.

Mrs Katie Bell Maclean, 22 Upper 
Coll, passed away on 4 April 2015 
aged ninety two. We send our condo-
lences to her sons Donald and John 
and to her daughter Murdina and all 
her family at this difficult time.

Once more, we send our sympathy to 
Angus and Marabelle, 15 Upper Coll. 
Angus’ father, Iain Macdonald, 53b 
Coll, passed away on 4 April, so soon 
after the passing of his wife Katie. 
We also send our deepest sympathy 
Georgina, Ian, Angus Allan, Murdo 
and to all the extended family at this 
time of sorrow.

Mrs Agnes Mackay, 6 Upper Coll, 
recently received news of the passing 
of her sister, Christina, aged ninety 

six years, in Brighton. We are thinking 
of ‘Angus’ at this time and extend our 
deepest sympathy to her.

A Tribute to Old Friends

There have been several deaths 
recently of people with Upper Coll 
connections. One was born here, one 
was brought up here, one came to live 
here and one was married to some-
one from here.

Peigi Ailig an t- Siaraich was born 
here and like many others left as 
a young girl, never to come back 
except on holidays. Alasdair Ailig as 
we knew Alasdair Beaton was brought 
up with his grandparents at no 8. Ceiti 
Bell was married to Tac (Domhnall 
Thormoid an Taillear) and spent all 
here married life here, although her 
mother had originally left Coll for mar-
ried life in Galson. Arthur Wright was 
a visitor to Col Uarach for nearly 
60 years since he married Ailigina 
Chulapain. 

We thought Peigi was a bit spaideil 
but that was only because she stayed 
in a place with a long name Welwyn 
Garden City, which we didn't know 
anything about.

Alasdair spent his first years of work 
in Mitchell's Garage learning to be a 
mechanic. He took home the Weekly 
news, the People's Journal and the 
People's Friend to us every Saturday. 
He also taught the writer how to play 
Bobby Shafto on his accordion. 

Ceiti Bell lived all her married life 
in Taigh an Taillear with Dòmhnall 
Thormoid and her family, their first 
house now being a photography stu-
dio belonging to her youngest son 
Iain.

Arthur was known to us as a gentle-
man who enjoyed and excelled at fish-
ing the lochs of the Gress moor over 
many years.

The Col Uarach they first knew has 
long since gone. 

We now have toilets in all the houses. 
We have electricity. We have a tarred 
road. We have telephones. Most of us 
have cars. When they all knew the vil-
lage first we had none of these. 

They used to plant the potatoes, cut 
the peats, gather and shear the sheep 
together. They all went to the same 
church and the same school.
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When they were home they showed 
they had lost none of the skills of 
youth as they helped in whatever was 
to be done. That was their holiday.

We remember Peigi and her fam-
ily coming home and getting to know 
them over the years. 

Alasdair never lost his fondness for 
Col Uarach and its people. We remem-
ber him playing a trick on Moley, 
who hadn't seen him for many years. 
Moley was painting the wall at no 4, 
which then belonged to his son in law 
Rev Ivor Martin. Alasdair pretended 
he was from the Planning Department 
and proceeded to interrogate Moley 

as to whether he had the appropriate 
permission. Those of us who knew 
Moley can only imagine how the con-
versation went until Alasdair revealed 
who he really was. 

Arthur took many photos of Col 
Uarach especially in the 50s which 
we hope we can find. He saw us as 
we didn't see ourselves, having a way 
of life, different from his English back-
ground, rural as it was, but worthy of 
acknowledging.

Ceiti Bell became part of the village, 
raised her family here, lost her hus-
band, then her eldest son Peter with 
quiet stoicism and acceptance. 

We will miss them all in different ways. 
They knew the Col Uarach of old as it 
used to be. We are very sad to have 
lost them and our sympathy is extend-
ed to all their families. 

K. Maciver 

Stornoway Trust Elections

Two Upper Coll residents, Calum 
Maclean and Donald Crichton, were 
recently re-elected in the Stornoway 
Trust Elections. We send them our 
congratulations and also congratulate 
Calum on his election as Chairperson 
of the Trust, Mo Murray (Back), having 
not sought re-election.

Comhairle Column
Roads Maintenance 

It has been a harsh winter and that has resulted in a 
deterioration in the condition of some of the roads in 
our area.  Concerns about this have been raised with 
all three of us over the last number of months.  Those 
concerns have been relayed to the Technical Services 
Department and they are now working on developing 
a maintenance programme for surface repairs in the 
Ward which is hoped will be delivered over the next few 
months. 

The condition of Sraid a Bhac has been of particular 
concern to people and planned work will consist of 
surface regulating and providing a level, pothole free 
surface.  It is hoped that a new surface course can be 
laid when funding allows. The outstanding surfacing at 
Gearraidh Ghuirm is programmed for the first week In 
June. 

The upkeep of our roads is important to us all and is an 
on going issue.  We will continue to monitor the situation 
and seek to address areas that need repair as funding 
allows.  

Brevig Pier

The incidents of fly tipping at Brevig Pier and other 
abuses of the facility are unacceptable and will be of 
concern to everyone.  Fortunately the recent rubbish 
dumped there has been cleared up and the facility has 
been returned to a reasonable condition.  There is new 
signage warning those caught fly tipping of prosecution 
with fines of up to £400 or six months imprisonment. 

It is the intention of the Harbour Master's office to install 
a CCTv system at Brevig in the near future that will 
be part funded from our Ward Fund Initiative.  This will 
hopefully act as a deterrent to any would be fly tippers. 

There is an excellent facility at Creed Park where every 
manner of waste can be deposited. There is no excuse 
for dumping rubbish at Brevig or any where else. 

Budget Strategy

The Comhairle has begun the process for setting its 
budget for 2016-2018.  This is the most challenging 
time in the Comhairle's history with just under £8 million 
of savings needing to be identified.  

Budget seminars are taking place and departments will 
be identifying savings across their services.  Councillors 
will each take part in a scoring exercise to determine 
what savings need to be made, the results of which will 
go forward to informing the final choices.  

It is hoped that there will be an extensive public consul-
tation so that you can have your say.  As well as public 
meetings throughout the islands there will also be the 
opportunity to do the scoring exercise that councillors 
are doing and to comment on the budget choices. 

This budget setting will not be easy and as a small local 
authority we can ill-afford to see a further reduction in 
our resources.  At the last budget setting meeting  of 
the Comhairle in February, I moved a further recom-
mendation to the budget that the Comhairle leadership 
enter discussions with the Scottish Government to seek 
ways to alleviate the funding shortfall to take account of 
our particular economic circumstances.  A report will be 
going to the June Policy and Resources Committee with 
an update on how those discussions have gone.   

Surgeries

I hope to hold surgeries at Tong Community Centre on 
11 May and Back Community Hut on 18 May.  Both will 
be from 7-8pm and no appointment is necessary. 

Donald Crichton
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From the Manse
God is Now Here
There once lived an atheist named John.  He was often 
heard arguing against the existence of God.  John would 
make the most of every opportunity to impose his atheistic 
viewpoint on those around him.  In fact, John even made 
a big magnetic poster which he stuck up in his office with 
these words latched on in bold:

GOD IS NOWHERE

One day a friend, who was a Christian, came in to see him.  
He rather surprised John by saying, ‘I like your poster, and 
I don’t want to change a single word or a single letter, but 
I would like to make a little space where you have none.’  
So he took the poster down and he didn’t change a single 
word or a single letter, but right in the middle of nOWHERE 
he made a little space.  Then he put the poster up again.  
Where it had once read GOD IS nOWHERE. It now read:

GOD IS NOW HERE

John was startled and speechless.  For several minutes he 
just stood looking at the poster as his friend began to share 
with him his experience of a living and personal relation-
ship with God through his son, Jesus Christ.  John was 
greatly affected by his friend’s testimony.  He became per-
sonally aware of God’s presence at that moment.  John’s 
actions and words were instrumental in bringing John to 
know Christ as is own saviour.

When Paul addressed the pagan people of Athens in Acts 
chapter 17 he told them that in God ‘we live move and have 
our being’ (Acts 17:28).  ‘He is not far from each one of us’ 
he said.  He proclaimed the gospel and introduced Jesus 
to them.  In effect, Paul was saying ‘God is now here.’  We 
read that ‘some mocked…but some men joined him and 
believed’ (Acts 17:32-34).  

When we open the bible and engage with it, in that moment 
God speaks to us.  When we pray, God is present.  When 
we come under the gospel, God draws near.  Have you 
made the wonderful discovery that God is now here?  
‘Draw near to God and he will draw near to you’ (James 
4:8).     

The gospel leads us to God, through Jesus Christ.  We 
can all know a living and personal relationship with God 
the Father through Jesus the Son – in the here and now. 

‘Jesus said, I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  no 
one comes to the Father except through me’ (John 14:6). 

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the com-
munity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services 
in Back and Tong during May 2015 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 3 May
12 noon:   Rev Calum I Macleod   (Gaelic)
6pm:    Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 10 May
10:30am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
12 noon:   Rev Donald A Macdonald (Gaelic)
6pm:    Rev Derek Maxwell (Slavic Gospel)

Sunday 17 May
10:30am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
12 noon:   Rev Calum I Macleod   (Gaelic)
6pm:    Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 24 May
10:30am:   Rev Ruairidh Maclean (CWI) 
12 noon:   Rev Calum I Macleod   (Gaelic)
6pm:    Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 31 May
10:30am:   no Service
12 noon:   Rev Kenneth M Ferguson (Gaelic)
6pm:    Mr Dave Macdonald (Student Placement)

Tong Mission House
Sunday 3 April
10:30am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 10 May
6pm:    Mr Iain Mackinnon    (Gaelic)

Sunday 17 May
12 noon:   Mr Andrew Macleod

Sunday 24 May
6pm:    Mr neil Murray     (Gaelic)

Sunday 31 May
11am:    Rev Calum I Macleod (Challenger 
Community Service - Tong Hall)

May Service Times 

Challenger 4 Family Service
In association with PWAMM

Tong Mission 2015
Tong Community Centre

(With Crèche Facilities)

***************
Sunday 31 May 2015

@ 11:00 am
Preacher: Rev Calum I Macleod
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Luach na Saorsa
Luach na Saorsa – Murchadh Moireach

Guthan Beaga o Latha gu Latha

Leabhar-latha bho àm a’ Chiad Chogaidh

2.5.15 Cladhach troimh ’n oidhche raoir. Murdie ’na 
chadal – e-fhèin agus Seòras agus SA ’san trainns. 
SA le charan ’gan cur am badaibh a chèile. Cadal ’s a’ 
cladhach troimh ’n latha; latha trom cadalach.

3.5.15 An obair cheudna – cadal troimh ’n latha. 
Greiseag ’san trainns 
– abair gàireachdainn. 
Seòras ag iarraidh 
SA a chur a mach air 
an spaid – Murdie ag 
iarraidh spaid ùrach a 
chur air. Asphyxiating! 
Abair bombardment. 
Bròinean bochd, ’s e 
anns an neochiont!!!

6.5.15 Chaidh JF 
Knowles a mharbhadh 
(11pm, 5.5.15) a’ 
tighinn a steach bho’n 
c h o m m u n i c a t i o n 
trench. Esan a’ 
feuchainn ruith bho’n 
bhàs, ’s am bàs a’ ruith 
as a dhèidh. Oidhche 
bhriagha raoir. Maduinn 
cheothar. Gearmailtich 
aig a’ bharbed wire. 
Dibhearson gu leòr a’ 
feuchainn ri bualadh 
fear no dha ac’ a bha 
’ga nochdadh fhèin os 
cionn a’ pharapet. Seils 
a’ dol greis mhath de’n 
latha.

7.5.15 Latha sàmhach ciùin, an sàmhchar a’ lìonadh 
na cruinne; feasgar fann a’ cur mo smuaintean chun 
na h-àirigh a muigh Gleann Ghriais – cur mo smaoin 
gus na làithean nuair a chleachd mi a bhith suidhe air 
bruaich na h-aibhne, a’ stealladh an uisge le mo chasan 
beaga brogach – fionnaireachd nach fhàg mo chuimhne 
chaoidh. Anns an ath-earrain de’n trainns tha organ-
chiùil le phongan siùbhlach cumail na tìde gun fàs ro 
throm. Air mo bheulaibh meanglan nan craobh, gach 
aon diùbh balbh, seillein bheaga le’n srann a’ cluich mun 
cuairt, is ceilear nan eun uidh air n-uidh a’ sìoladh sìos gu 
sàmhchar. Mu cheud gu leth slat air falbh tha’n nàmhaid 
le pheilear guineach, deiseil gu srann a’ leigeil leis a’ 
bhàs mas e is gu nochd sinn ar ceann ro fhaicsinneach. 
Dol a K2 a nochd.

8.5.15 Chaidh DW Crichton a mharbhadh troimh’n 
oidhche raoir. Cha do rinn mi dad ach fhàgail san trainns.

12.5.15 Inspection by the General who told us we were 
to move to Ypres. “Two battalions,” he said, “have been 
wiped out of a brigade. Only 400 men were left – but 
they stuck it out. Remember Britain’s word of honour 

The Value of Freedom – Murdo Murray

Small Voices From Day to Day

A Diary from the First World War

2.5.15 Digging throughout the night last night. Murdie 
asleep – himself and George and SA in the trench. 
Sleeping and digging during the day; a heavy sleepy 
day.

3.5.15 The same work – sleeping through the day. 
A while in the trench 
– what a laugh. 
George wanting to 
put SA out to work 
with the spade – 
Murdie wanting 
to put a spade full 
of earth over him. 
Asphyxiating! What a 
bombardment. Poor 
innocent soul!!!

6.5.15 JF Knowles 
was killed (11pm, 
5.5.15) coming 
in from the 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
trench. Trying to 
run from death, and 
death running after 
him. A lovely night 
last night. A misty 
morning. Germans 
at the barbed wire. 
Good fun trying to hit 
one or two of them 
who could be seen 
above the parapet. 
Shells falling for 
much of the day.

7.5.15 A quiet calm 
day, the peace filling the earth; a faint afternoon/
evening putting me in mind of the sheiling out Gress 
Glen – reminding me of the days when I used to sit on 
the river-bank, splashing the water with my sturdy little 
legs – a coolness I will never forget. In the next section 
of the trench there is an organ with its skilful notes 
keeping the time from becoming too heavy. In front of 
me are the branches of the trees, each one dumb, little 
bees buzzing and playing around them, and the bird-
song gradually becoming quiet. About a hundred and 
fifty yards away is the enemy with its venomous bullet, 
ready to let out a roar with death if we lift our heads too 
prominently. Going to K2 tonight.

8.5.15 A lovely sunny day. DW Crichton was killed 
through the night last night. I had just left him in the 
trench.

12.5.15 Inspection by the General who told us we 
were to move to Ypres. “Two battalions,” he said, “have 
been wiped out of a brigade. Only 400 men were left 
– but they stuck it out. Remember Britain’s word of 
honour – Scarborough, murdering women and children, 

Prisoners of war
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– Scarborough, murdering women and children, sinking 
merchant ships, which are all against the laws of war – 
and, whenever you can, show to them you remember 
those, whether it is with the bayonet, bullet or anything 
else. I have every confidence sending 4 Scll. Battns 
down there. The Germans said they were going to put us 
out of it. We said we were going to keep it, and we are 
going to do it.” Rinn an òraid sin a h-uile duine againn 
dìriseach agus deiseil gu cumail an àite sam bith a 
dheidheadh a thoirt dhuinn – Buaidh no Bàs.

Dh’fhàg sinn aig dà uair gu Ypres. Stad sinn timcheall 
air 2½ mìle bho’n bhaile. Bruidhinn ri Innseanaich. Baile 
Ypres ’na smàl, an t-adhar dearg troimh na caobhan; 
dh’fhalbh sinn gu relìbhigeadh na KOSBs. Bha e 9.30 
an uair a bha mi deiseal guard. Goill ri rathad na carbad-
iarainn.

13.5.15 Ypres. Latha fliuch. Anns na dug-outs fo rathad 
na trainns. Oidhche fhliuch air fatigue – dol air chall sìos 
an loinne gu Hill 60. Cuirp ri taobh an rathaid. Gunnachan 
caola gu leòr air gach taobh. Abair sliobach dol suas an 
cnoc. Thill sinn aig càileanachadh an latha. Calum ag 
ràdh gun robh dug-outs ri ar taobh làn chòtaichean mar 
a chaidh am fàgail a’ dol chun na charge. Cha do thill na 
fir a riamh – duine tinn 

19.5.15 A’ cladhach faisg air Hill 60. Chunnaic mi 
Ruairidh Lidy.

24.5.15 An gas dol ’nar sùilean faisg air na bothagan. 
Dh’fhalbh sinn sìos taobh Ypres. Chunnaic mi Spàigean 
troimh Bhaile vlamerbuighe. Leum mo chridhe nuair a 
chunnaic mi na Sìophartaich.

26.5.15 Madainn àillidh – latha cadalach teth. Dh’fhalbh 
sinn ’san fheasgar do’n firing line nach robh ann. 
volunteers ’gan iarraidh fhad ’s a bhiodh càch ’gan cuir 
fhèin fo’n talamh. Chaidh sinn troimh bhaile Ypres air an 
turus. B’ e sin an sealladh. Air an iomall a muigh gach 
tigh air a bhriseadh ’s a’ mhullach, gach balla breac 
bristeach. Beagan air adhairt gach balla ’s eile ri làr, ach 
bloighean an sud ’s an so. Ach an lèir sgrios far a robh 
’n teine – dubh uile. An eaglais mhòr ’s a mullach gun 
sgeul air – a ballachan ’s a h-uinneagan àillidh bristeach 
ballabhreac – stiopull an sud ’s an so shuas fhathast. 
Mìle eile troimhe, ach an t-aon tùr crèadhach, aol agus 
brice. Gach dachaigh 
air a leagadh gu làr. 
Tempora mutantur (na 
h-atharraichean a nì 
tìm.)

Ràinig sinn stèisean 
Zillebeke. Chaidh sinn 
do’n trainns agus à 
sin air fatigue chun 
an firing line far an 
robh A agus B a’ 
cladhach. Oidhche 
bhriagha. Seiligeadh 
crois an rathaid – na 
Gearmailtich.

31.5.15 L a t h a 
briagha – seiligeadh 
eagallach a rithist – dol 
suas do’n trainns bhig 
uarach. Sùil ri cath 
eagallach a nochd.

sinking merchant ships, which are all against the laws 
of war – and, whenever you can, show to them you 
remember those, whether it is with the bayonet, bullet or 
anything else. I have every confidence sending 4 Scll. 
Battns down there. The Germans said they were going 
to put us out of it. We said we were going to keep it, and 
we are going to do it.” That speech inspired all of us and 
we were ready to hold any place given to us – victory or 
Death.

We left at two o’ clock for Ypres. We stopped around 2½ 
miles from the town. Speaking to Indians. The town of 
Ypres in flames, the sky red through the trees; we went 
to relieve the KOSBs (King’s Own Scottish Borderers). 
It was 9.30 when I was finished guard. Fighting by the 
railway / Lowlanders beside the railway (?).

13.5.15 Ypres. A wet day. In the dug-outs under the 
trench road. A wet night on fatigue – getting lost going 
down to Hill 60. Bodies by the side of the road. Plenty 
of thin (?) guns on each side. very slippery going up the 
hill. We returned at dawn. Calum saying that the dug-
outs beside us were full of coats as they had been left 
going to the charge. The men never returned – a sick 
man in a dug-out. They took him to the hospital.

19.5.15 Digging near Hill 60. I saw Ruairidh Lidy.

24.5.15 The gas going into our eyes near the huts. 
We went down by Ypres. I saw Spàigean through the 
town of vlamerbuighe. My heart leapt when I saw the 
Seaforths.

26.5.15 A lovely morning – a sleepy hot day. In the 
afternoon/evening we went to the firing line that wasn’t 
there. volunteers wanted while others would be putting 
themselves under ground. We went through Ypres on 
the trip. What a sight. On the outskirts every house had 
a damaged roof, each wall broken. A little further on 
everything was destroyed, except bits here and there. 
But the worst damage was where the fire had been – 
completely black. The big church had no roof – its walls 
and beautiful windows broken – a steeple still standing 
here and there. Another mile further on, only one 
clay tower of lime and bricks. Every home destroyed. 
Tempora mutantur (The changes time brings.)

Arrived at Zillebeke 
station. We went to the 
trench and from there 
on fatigue to the firing 
line where A and B were 
digging. A pleasant night. 
Shelling at the cross-
roads – the Germans.

30.5.15 Terrible shelling 
– in the small upper 
trench; 4 killed and eight 
injured from 13th Platoon. 
Digging a communication 
trench during the night 
– an awful smell. never 
smelt anything like it.

31.5.15 A nice day – 
terrible shelling again 
– going up to the small 
upper trench. Expecting 
terrible fighting tonight.In the trenches
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Donna Mairi MacIver, originally from 
Upper Coll, is currently living and 
working in the south side of Glasgow. 
After graduating from the University 
of Glasgow in 2011, she worked in 
various industries including broad-
casting, publishing and international 
development. She currently works for 
a TV production company which pro-
duces programmes for BBC ALBA, 
and regularly appears as a guest on 
Radio nan Gaidheal’s programme 
Feasgar. She is delighted to join 
Loch a Tuath News as a contributor.

Where I’m from depends on who’s 
asking. I’m a Scot, a Gael, an island-
er, a Leòdhasach. The need for a 
swift change of identity is not an 
unfamiliar experience for those of 
us who live away from the island. 
Regardless of which hat I have to 
wear though, there’s one title I’m always proud to use: 
Bacach. 

This month, the Loch a Tuath News celebrates the pub-
lication of its 200th issue. This significant milestone is a 
mark of the thriving community that Back is – one that 
can sustain the pages of this paper with the hard work 
and dedication of its volunteers and the contributions 
of its diverse and adventurous population. But what of 
those of us who no longer live there? What does this 
place mean to of those of us who have gone further 
afield to the mainland and overseas? 

Everyone will hail their own community as their favourite. 
I am no different. From days in Back School listening to 
Mr Stewart’s brilliant yarns about local history to handing 
over a pound coin at Gordon’s and asking for “one hun-
dred penny sweeties, please” – it’s hard to imagine being 
brought up in a better place. The things that I once eas-
ily took for granted are the things I now find that I miss 
the most; hopping over the fence to chat to neighbours, 
sharing lifts, picking up messages for those who can’t, 
events being cancelled as a mark of respect following a 
loss in the district. These small acts seem so normal in 
the context of our little island community. But when you 
are transported to the red sandstone tenement flats of 
Glasgow, it becomes clear how hugely significant these 
acts are in a world where it’s so easy to become isolated 
from the people around you.

We live in a digital age, where constantly evolving tech-
nologies have made our world considerably smaller. The 
wonder of email and the miracle of Skype mean that, 
not only can we instantly and easily talk to people on 
the other side of the world; we can see them and even 
get to share in their experiences. We are all part of a 
global community now. However, the advances which 

have helped to bring us together 
are the very same advances that 
have started to keep us apart. We 
still talk to each other but so often 
there is a screen between us. We 
still see each other but we’re rarely 
in the same place at the same time. 
Our communities have moved into 
the intangible world of the internet 
and away from the people who 
live next door.  The result is that 
people have become disillusioned 
by the sense that they don’t belong 
anywhere. This is why I, and many 
others, relish our island roots now 
more than ever. We are comforted 
by the knowledge that we can sail 
or fly wherever we want in the 
world and know we will always 
have a place to call home and peo-
ple who will welcome us back. 

I recently wrote in the Loch a Tuath News about my 
experience of travelling and living in Canada. One of my 
favourite moments from the trip came when I accepted 
an invitation to a cèilidh with some fellow expat island-
ers. On the banks of the mighty Fraser River we ate and 
drank, shared folklore and sang Gaelic songs. For one 
night, we were brought together by our sense of belong-
ing and kindred connection to a culture and a place. I 
found out on that night that home can be home, even 
when you’re hundreds of miles away.

And it’s for this reason that the Loch a Tuath News and 
community publications like it are so important. They 
bring a little piece of home to people wherever they are. 
They are a reminder that we are part of something and 
come from somewhere. For those of us who no longer 
live there, it’s a great way to stay connected. And I, for 
one, am looking forward to what the next 200 issues 
have to offer!

Litir Dhachaigh By Donna Mairi Maciver

Donna Mairi

Donna with fellow ex-pat islanders at a ceildh in Canada



13

When you stop to think about it, it's amazing. Just three 
generations ago, at the time of the Land Raids, this land 
was precious, important, valued for itself. Three genera-
tions on, for some, the land has 
acquired the status of a giant 
dustbin.

'You've a mountain to climb,' 
Iain Campbell, head of Zero 
Waste, said to my husband and 
me. Iain has his own moun-
tains ahead of him, as he faces 
massive cuts in his next year's 
budget.

'Oh well, we've been to the 
Himalayas,' I quipped.

We three were standing outside 
the Back Community Hall in 
late evening, staring out over 
Broad Bay. The first meeting 
was over.  The next one, open 
to the public, arranged.

On Wednesday, 20th May, at 
7p.m., will come the opportu-
nity for the official formation of 
the Gress and Back Anti-Litter 
Campaign and the setting up of a like-minded group 
to tackle this long-standing problem. With the collec-
tive willpower of the community driving it, such a group 
can make a world of difference, as Councillor Charlie 
nicolson has proved both dramatically and conclusively 
in his own ward.

Another positive influence comes in the form of what is 
currently available to support and encourage initiatives 
of this type. For instance, in the Western Isles, it is only 
in Carloway that a group is organising an event backed 
by Keep Scotland Beautiful called the April/May Spring 
Clean-Up. On the European front, from 5 – 10th   May, is 
Let's Clean-Up Europe Day organised by the European 
Environment Agency.

Of even greater interest are the funding possibilities 
available through the Climate Change Challenge Fund. 
Already, 500 communities are benefiting from their finan-
cial support in 2015-16. A boat the Western Isles has 
now missed but could remedy in 2016-17.

next afternoon, I dragged my husband away from the 
computer where he was busy contacting SEPA (Scottish 
Environment Protection Agency), SnH (Scottish natural 
Heritage), MCS (Marine Conservation Scotland) and the 
Comhairle to invite representatives to attend the May 

20th Meeting at Back Community Hall. I wanted Peter to 
accompany me on a beach litter-pick and bring the cam-
era. Ostensibly, this outing was for Peter to familiarise 

himself with the digital camera, 
but often enough things don't 
go quite as planned.   

A young lady wearing earmuffs 
sat at the top of the beach.

'I don't want to be on Facebook! 
Don't point that camera at me!'

Peter, ever the gentleman, 
politely turned away, thereby 
missing a golden opportunity 
as the lass, smiling, handed 
me a tin can she'd just found. 
For me this action epitomised 
a natural form of co-operation, 
this spontaneous gift from a 
stranger. I started my litter-pick.

As soon as I saw it, that delight-
ful feeling associated with 
amazing synchronicity bub-
bled up.  A child's toy, only the 
receiver, mind, not the whole 
telephone. But on its own it was 

enough to play the make-believe game.

Over the past few months, I have collected more fish-
farm fenders than I care to remember so the distant sight 
of something black and round on the sand I assumed 
was yet another one.  Two fenders are the maximum I 
can carry at any one time.  Usually I find three, occasion-
ally four fish-farm fenders on the beach. But this time it 
was a tyre, and not a tractor-tyre either. (They need a 
JCB and I haven't got one.) Once divested of its vast 
accumulation of sand, this ancient and swollen car tyre 
was light enough to carry.  Or rather drag across the 
machair, using a rope I keep for the purpose.

On the way to the beach, I'd noticed a wheel trim, bright 
and gleaming on the new footpath recently constructed. 
And made a mental note to collect it on the way back.  
I didn't notice the delimited sign in the photograph until 
I saw it on the computer screen. now all that remained 
was to caption the images and congratulate my husband 
on taking far better photographs with the new digital 
camera than I have to date!

The surprise better-than-birthday gift arrived later when 
Julie Roxburgh offered to design the 'Make Lewis 
Lovelier' poster, as her personal contribution to the 
Gress and Back Anti-litter Campaign.

Better Than a Birthday By Ann Palmer
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Roving Reporters
A trio of pupils have been recording the latest news from 
Tong School.  Well done to P7 reporters Tori and Isla, and 
also Harry, P6.  

Nursery News
The children are enjoying playing with their new friend, 
Isla.  We hope Isla has lots of fun in nursery.

Reverend Macleod came to visit the children to tell about 
the Easter story.  visitors are always welcome and the lit-
tle ones listened well. 

Easter Bonnet Parade
On Tuesday 24th March we had an Easter Bonnet 
Parade. If you wanted to you could make an Easter bon-
net and this was our whole school competition for Term 
Three.  The bonnet could be any shape or size! You had 
two weeks to make the design. The teachers could also 
make a bonnet! Mrs Macleod made a really big hat! The 
judge was Mrs Macpherson and the prizes were Easter 
eggs. The winners of the Easter bonnet competition  
parade were: 

P1/2 ~ 3rd Leah Macritchie, 2nd Sarah Maclean, 1st 
James Maciver

P2/3 ~ 3rd Michael Macleod, 2nd Ruby Macmillan, 1st  
Liam Macdonald

P4/5 ~  Cailean and Euan were joint winners

P6/7 ~ 3rd Tori Mackinnon, 2nd Adam Finlayson, 1st Mary 
Anne Macphail

The overall winner was Mary Anne Macphail with her 
creative and colourful design

After the Easter 
bonnet parade Mrs 
Macleod raffled her 
hat for free and the 
lucky winner was 
Eilidh Ferguson.

Easter Service
On Wednesday 25th March we walked down to the Tong 
Mission House for an Easter Service. All those who 
made Easter bonnets could wear their bonnets during 
the service. Reverend Macleod spoke about the similari-
ties between the Easter story and the darkness with the 
recent Solar Eclipse.  Aaron, Ben and Julie did Bible read-
ings for the service, some pupils from P4/5 read their own 
Spring poems, some P6/7 pupils shared word searches 
they had designed with Spring words. P2/3 and P1/2 
drew pictures of what Easter means to them and some of 
the pupils shared their lovely drawings at the service. Mr 
Macleod gave us mini Easter eggs at the end of the ser-
vice along with a little Easter booklet. Mr Willie Macleod 
presented the school with a cheque for a very generous 
donation on behalf of Tong Mission House. Pupils and 
staff wish to thank the Mission House most sincerely 
for all their kindness. It was also nice to have Andrew 
Macleod, former pupil, and Kenny Macphail, Maryanne’s 
dad at the service.  

Colouring Competition
Anna and Fiona, our wonderful cooks, gave us a colour-
ing competition. We were asked to design an Easter egg. 
You could design it however you wanted. The prizes were 
also Easter eggs! There was a winner from P1-3 and a 
winner and runner up from  P4-7. The P1-3 winner was 
Katie Murray and the runner up from P4-7 was Charlotte 
Penman and the winner from P4-7 was Tori Mackinnon.  
Well done to all who entered the competition.

Welcome Mrs Mays 
A big welcome to Mrs Mays our new dining room assis-
tant! Mrs Mays is going help us in canteen. We hope Mrs 
Mays has a good time in Tong School. 

Buddy Time with Older and Younger pupils
The P6/7 class have been working with P1/2 and P2/3 to 
help with their computer skills.  Some pupils share their 
thoughts about this experience:

I work with Leah or James in P1/2 and Mathew in P2/3. 
I enjoy helping them to understand how to use computer 
and how to use computer programmes and teach them 
how to type. I think they are learning how to type and work 
with computers more. I think P6/7 are learning to teach 
and help the younger children.   

Sophie Graham P7

Tong School

Maryanne with her prize-winning Easter bonnet
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I work with Charlotte and James in P1/2 and Katie in P2/3. 
I like working with the younger children. They are learning 
how to use a laptop. P6/7 are learning how to be patient 
and calm with the little ones. 

Eilidh Ferguson P7

In P1/2 I work with Jayden P and in P2/3 I work with 
Ruben. I enjoy helping the younger pupils learn ICT. They 
learn how to type and use the internet. P6/7 are learning 
how to be patient and calm with the younger ones.  

Ben Maciver P7

I work with Liam in P2/3 and Johan in P1/2. I enjoy 

teaching the younger pupils. They are learning how to 
use a laptop. P6/7 are learning how to be patient with the 
younger ones.  

Aaron Ferguson P6

We have included some photographs of older children 
helping their younger friends. 

Super Scottish Snacks
We wrote about our Scottish snacks in last month’s issue 
and promised to record the total amount raised.  This fund-
raising activity raised a fantastic £214.30 for the Blythswood 
charity.  Thank you to all who helped with this great effort.

Faith and Leah are good friends Aaron and Johan have fun at Buddy Time

Julie and Ethan show good team work Jayden is proud of his ICT work

Mrs Macleod's enormous bonnet! A hat in two halves!
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLAnT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Last October we 
reported on the suc-
cess of Maree Wilson 
in the Miss Universe 
Pageant. Twenty six 
year old Maree is now 
in the running to rep-
resent Great Britain at 
Donald Trump’s Miss 
Universe Pageant 
2015. Maree lives 
in Aberdeen and 
her mother Hannah 
comes from Tong.

Maree will take part in 
Miss Universe Great 
Britain 2015 in Cardiff 
in June; the winner 
will then go on to rep-
resent the UK at the 
Miss Universe Pageant 2015. In the run up she will be 
tasked with a series of challenges and fundraising for 
Strongbones, a charity which helps children from all over 
the UK with diseases of the bone.

The final in June will be a three day event and includes 
an empowerment day lead by one of the UK’s foremost 
leadership coaches, a celebration dinner with friends and 
family and a catwalk show before a panel of judges from 
the beauty and fashion industry.

Maree said, “I am really excited to have been chosen as 
a finalist for Miss Universe Great Britain this year and will 
be doing all that I can in the next few months to prepare. 
Miss Universe is one of the biggest pageants in the world 
and I think it’s going to be a huge adventure as well as a 
lot of fun.

There are about forty five girls from Scotland, England and 
Wales who are all competing for the title! I had to go along 
to an interview a few months back and then had to wait to 
hear if I had been one of the girls selected. 

I entered my first pageant last June and I loved it. I then 
went on to represent Scotland in Paris. Miss Universe 
is one of the biggest pageants in the world and to be 
selected as a finalist and to get the chance to maybe rep-
resent Great Britain on stage at Donald Trump’s Pageant 
is a dream come true! I'm putting my all into it and hope 
that the judges can see something in me that's worthy of 
the title.

At the moment I'm studying for my sports nutrition diploma 
and I'm also a 4th Kyu in Wado Ryu Karate so I’m pretty 
busy with studies and training.” 

The Miss Universe Great Britain operates a NOT IN VAIN 
campaign as part of the competition which acknowledges 
the efforts and calibre of finalists. In 2015, three awards 
under the NOT IN VAIN campaign will be presented. 

These awards are 
for the finalist who 
raises the most for 
charity through the 
experience presented 
by Strongbones; an 
award for the most 
inspiring finalist who 
shows dedication to 
empowering young 
women, presented 
by the Miss Universe 
Great Britain national 
Director; and a Miss 
Universe Great Britain 
business bursary 
offering high-level 
business coaching by 
Elsby & Co. Chartered 
Accountants in 
northamptonshire to 

a finalist who is either in or entering the world of business.

As well as getting the opportunity to represent the UK for 
around three weeks at an exotic overseas location later 
this year at Miss Universe, the winner of Miss Universe 
Great Britain will receive an extensive prize package 
including a wardrobe of designer cocktail and evening 
wear, jewellery, swimwear and a series of international 
travel opportunities including a holiday in Bali.

We send our very best wishes to Maree for Cardiff and 
look forward to hearing how she gets on there in June.

Maree’s Hopes of Pulling the Trump Card
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559
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Back in Time           May 1945
VE Day

There was no great excitement or celebration in this district 
to mark the Victory in Europe.  The youngsters, of course, 
lit quite a number of bonfires and flags were hoisted by 
several people, and, to look at Point, across the Bay, one 
would think it had been set afire by incendiary bombs.  We 
did not forget that a lot of our boys are still fighting a fierce 
and bloody battle against the Japs. With a heavy heart we 
think of those who sacrificed their lives that we might live 
in peace and comfort. When we read of the atrocities com-
mitted in German terror camps we know that they did not 
die in vain.

Obituaries

The Grim Reaper has again visited our district.  This time, 
in the passing away on 9th May of Mr Angus Graham, 44 
Gress at the age of 81 years.  Angus, better known as the 
“Griasaich” was of a genial and happy disposition, and was 
popular with everyone, especially with the younger folk, 
who never wearied of his tales of the old days in Lewis.  He 
was in robust health and possessed extraordinary vitality 
until a few years prior to his death.  On 11th May all that 
was mortal of him was conveyed to his native Tolsta, where 
practically the whole village turned out to pay their last 
respects.  He lost his younger son in WW1., and is survived 
by his second wife, a son and daughter, married in Gress, 
a daughter married in Shawbost, and a daughter married in 
Canada;  also by 3 sisters.  To them and to all the relatives 
we extend the heartfelt sympathy of the entire community.

Mrs Allan Maciver, 31 Coll, passed away on Sunday, April 
29th, at the age of 96 years.  She was predeceased by her 
husband 51 years ago.  She lost her eldest son in Egypt 
in the South African War.  Her only daughter, Bella, died 
a year ago.  The funeral on Tuesday,1st May, was largely 
attended.  To the two surviving members of the family, 
Malcolm in Canada and Murdo at home, we extend our 
heartfelt sympathy.  

Mrs Donald Martin, 58 Lighthill, daughter of the late Mr 
and Mrs Donald Macdonald, 27 Coll, passed away on 
Saturday, April 28th at the age of 66 years.  She had been 
in her usual health, till a fortnight prior to her death.  She 
was of a quite nature and was liked by both old and young 
alike.  The funeral on Tuesday, 1st May, was well attended.  
She is survived by her husband, 3 daughters and 6 sons, all 
of whom were present at her death, with the exception of 
Catherine, in England, and Kenneth, who is serving with the 
army in Italy. There is also a brother, Kenneth, in America, 
and sister Marion, Catherine Hill, Vatisker.  To them and to 
all the relatives we extend  our sympathy.

Church News

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was dispensed in Back 
Free Church on 25th March.  Rev Mr Mackenzie was assist-
ed by Rev Mr Finlayson, Scalpay, and Rev Mr Nicolson, 
Portree.  Good weather prevailed, and all diets of worship 
were well attended.

Bus Service

It will be a great convenience to the public that the mailboat 
bus from the Back distict will leave the Back Church at 9 
pm daily from Monday 7th May.

Weather
The weather this week has surprised even the oldest mem-
bers of the community.  Seldom has such cold and stormy 
weather ushered in the summer.  The young folk at least, 
cannot recall having tilling and peat cutting interrupted 
by showers of snow.  We fervently hope that this unusual 
weather means that we are going to have a good summer, 
and that it’s not just a taste of things to come

Spring Work
Peat cutting is in full swing in this district now, and what a 
nuisance it is proving to be to the young folk at least!  To 
the old folk, who are adept at the job, it’s “nay bother”.   
Some of them are “the goods” at barking orders and would 
make first class sergeant majors, what between the “barr-
fhad,”  “corr-fhad,” and a few other names, best forgotten, 
one is bound to feel dizzy.  But the home fires must be kept 
burning “till the boys come home”. The majority have their 
spuds planted by now, so the chug-chug of the tractor will 
soon cease for another year.  By the time it resumes, we 
hope all our service men and women will have cast aside 
their uniforms and regimentation and will be back to their 
own happy-go-lucky lives once more.

TONG
Awarded the DSM
His many friends in Lewis will be pleased to hear of the 
award of the DSM for “conspicuous gallanty and devotion 
to duty” to Petty Officer James Maciver, RNR, 33 Aird 
Tong.  Petty Officer Maciver, who is a son of the late Mr 
James Maciver and of Mrs Maciver, has been at sea since 
the commencement of hostilities, and has had a lot of expe-
riences during these years.  He was torpedoed twice, and 
was 9 days in an open boat on one of these occasions.  At 
the investiture at Buckingham Palace he was accompanied 
by his brother, Mr Alex Maciver, of Glasgow.

See p31 for Home on Leave
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S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  

AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service 
Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, 
Contracts,Tours
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Còisir Sgìr a’ Bhac 
have recently held two 
fundraising events to 
help their funds for 
travelling to the forth-
coming Royal national 
Mod to be held in 
Oban in October.

The choir would like 
to thank the commu-
nity for their continued 
support at the recent 
Soup and Pudding 
lunch and also at 
the Takeaway Curry 
Event held on 18 April 
2015 in The Hut.

A special thank you 
goes to Murdina 
Murray (formerly of 
60 Coll) who was chef 
for the day at the curry 
event. The customers 
enjoyed a choice of 
Beef Curry, Chicken 
Korma or a vegeta-
ble curry with rice and 
naan bread. 

The consensus was  
that the curries were 
excellent and it made 
a great change not 
having to cook the 
tea.

Còisir Sgìr a’ Bhac Fundraising Events

The chef and her helpers take a break from kitchen duties.

Gold 
Residential

As part of achiev-
ing our Gold 
award, we are 
hoping to take part 
in a residential trip 
to St Jerome’s 
Centre in nakuru, 
Kenya from the 
28th July to the 
10th August. The 
centre provides 
care and shelter 
for just over thirty 
orphans.

The aim of our 
residential is to 
work alongside 
the centre staff to provide the children with sport and 
arts activities, an opportunity which is not normally 
available to them. We will be accompanied by two lead-
ers and Gemma Steele, one of the centre’s founders, 

will act as a men-
tor.

We are responsi-
ble for the plan-
ning, preparation, 
organising and 
fundraising of the 
residential.  We 
have held two 
successful fund-
raisers to date and 
our next is a Soup 
and Pudding lunch 
in the MA Macleod 
Hall, Stornoway 
on the 9th May 
between 12-2. 
Please come 
along!

We are looking forward to the challenges that this 
residential will bring and hope it will be a rewarding 
experience. 

Duke of Edinburgh Award
Broadbay Open Group

Back row: Tearlach Barden (Upper Coll), Peter Macdonald (Tong), John 
Maciver (Upper Coll)

Front row: Jane Macinnes (Back), Eleanor Smith (Tong), Sarah 
Macleod (Tong)
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The Solar Eclipse 2015
the northern part of Scotland.  

On this trip, Graham and Mark took it in turns to 
fly.  When Graham was flying, I was effectively 
his 'co-pilot', looking after navigation and radio. 
We picked Stornoway as we knew we could do 
it in one hop from Shoreham, where the aircraft 
is based. We needed to take into account how 
far the aircraft can fly, which is limited by fuel 
use, and how far we can fly... which is limited 
by fatigue and lack of toilets on board!  It is also 
the closest airport to the Faeroes.  With an early 
start required, we wanted to be as close as pos-
sible.  We also needed somewhere that would 
have the facilities for us to land and take off in 
potentially bad weather, be open early enough 
for us to get out the next morning, and have 
somewhere within easy reach for us to stay and 
get a good night's sleep.”

The shadows lengthened and Callanish was 
cast into gloom for the short time it took the 
moon to transverse the face of the sun.  A 
hush descended over the crowd and, for a brief 
moment, watchers and stones alike were bathed 
in warm sunlight before the clouds once more 
closed in and rain descended.   

People gasped, clapped and smiled.  Some 
hugged the stones as if to draw energy into 
themselves. Children played, dogs sat looking 
distinctly bored and then it was time for tea and a 
blether about the morning’s events at the visitor 
Centre.

It may have been a once in a generation event, 
but the Standing Stones of Callanish have seen 
it all before.

The spring months of 2015 have been marked in the heavens by 
celestial events which have left an indelible mark on those who 
have witnessed them. From the shimmering green and magenta 
curtains of Aurora Borealis in strengths rarely witnessed beyond the 
northern shores of Iceland to green comets, meteor showers and, 
on March 20th , keen sky watchers on the island woke up to the 
prospect of glimpsing the best solar eclipse in years.

From Hawaii and Horgabost, from universities and playgroups, 
young and old, people gathered at the Callanish Stones on the 
Isle of Lewis in the Outer Hebrides to witness for a brief moment 
the rare solar eclipse in the shadow of the ancient and enigmatic 
monoliths which pre-date Stonehenge.

A day which had begun with the teasing promise of clear skies 
rapidly descended into grey, heavy cloud and the cold, driving rain 
which chills to the bone.  But as cameras were quickly wrapped in 
plastic or sheltered under umbrellas and as Tv crews and journal-
ists interviewed a cross section of the crowd, the skies began to 
clear and clouds lifted along with the hopes of those gazing up 
through a variety of purchased and hand-made sun filters.  

‘This was a chance be part of something special’ said Mark from 
Yorkshire.  ‘We had to be here, so we jumped in the car and drove 
up.’  

Annabel Cook, head of Graduate Recruitment at Oxford University 
and Director of Oxfordshire Science Festival along with team mem-
bers Graham Smith and Mark Saunders flew up in a private plane 
to witness the event from a unique perspective – above the clouds.

Annabel said “We literally had a flying visit to Stornoway, but it was 
enough for us to want to come back!  We landed just after dark for 
a night stop on our way to the Faeroe Islands for the eclipse.  It was 
windy and wet, but the airport staff shuttled us around in a toasty 
van, to sort out fuel and fees, and even organised a taxi for us.  
Our guest house also gave us a warm welcome, which extended 
to offering to get up early and make us eggs and bacon before our 
departure at 0630 the next morning (we opted for cereal instead, so 
they could have a lie-in).  We couldn’t have wished for a friendlier 
welcome.  We hope to come back soon and see more.  

We've all been flying for around 15 years.  Mark is the most experi-
enced, and is always looking for new challenges.  Flying up to see 
the eclipse seemed like a good one - it would take us somewhere 
we wouldn't normally fly to, give us the best chance of seeing a rare 
astronomical event, and allow us the opportunity to explore some of 
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How soon we forget the damage done in the garden 
by wind and rain when, hopefully, the spring warmth 
arrives and the soil dries.  The early cabbage plants, 
Greyhound, grown from seed in the greenhouse, are 
planted out, protected by home-made cloches, made 
from plastic milk bottles, to protect them from cold sharp 

winds and slugs. 

As far as flowers are 
concerned there is 
an incredible vari-
ety of seeds in the 
shops. Buying plant 
plugs is an easier 
option but, I am sure 
many will agree that 
this detracts from the 
satisfaction of seeing 
the seed taking root.  
Children especially 
would benefit from the 
excitement of seeing 
their efforts reward-
ed, as they see the 
seed germinate.  The 
warmth of the kitchen 

makes it the ideal place to bring on the seed.  It is still 
not too late to bring on seed, using a small tray or a 
margarine tub covered with cling film.  Why not try a 
new flower and let us know the result?

My greenhouse is full of bedding plants taken from 

seed, all brought on in the kitchen.  I thought this 
year I would experiment with flowering plants I had 
never planted before, such as Rudbeckia, Choy Sum, 
Hollyhock along with the familiar Gazania, Cosmos, 
Calendula and pot Begonia.  Hopefully they will make 
it to the bedding site.  The Sweet Pea variety, also new 
to me, I shall plant directly into the flowering site.

The grass this spring was caked with thick thatch, far 
from what I would have liked after all the treatment I 
gave it last year, when I used moss killer.  This seemed 
to do more harm than good, but hopefully, by removing 
the thatch this year using the channel cutters on the 
scarifier, sowing over with fresh grass seed with some 
feeding, I hope to make an improvement.

From The Poilegan

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...Propagating Plants

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATn or cash 
for £35.64 to Mrs M. A. Davidson, 3a new Street, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £35.64
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Germinating seeds

Homemade cloche
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As Na Bailtean Wedding Photos

Sarah and James (Vatisker) Kathlene and Ali Morrison Wedding Picture (Tong)

Sunrise over 
Tiumpan as 
captured by 
Angus Emag 
Macdonald

Early morning 
sunshine at 
Brevig Pier 

where it is hoped 
flytipping will 

now have ceased.
(See Comhairle 
Column). Photo 
by Ivor Mackay
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On Leave
With us on leave are George Macleod, RNR, 1 Gress 
(first time home, after spending 2 years in foreign waters);  
Kenneth M Maciver, 15 Gress;  Cathie Murray, NAAFI, 26 
Gress;  Murdo Macleod, RNR, New St, Back;  Christina 
Macritchie, Nursing, Lighthill;  William Morrison, RNR, 34 
Gress;  Donald Macleod, MN, 20 Gress;  Donald Macdonald, 
MN, 32 Gress;  Malcolm Mackenzie, War Work, 29 Gress;  
Alexander Murray, MN, Lighthill;  Donald Martin, RNR, 
New St, Back;  Norman Macleod, MN, 1 New Park, Vatisker;  
Allan Maciver, RNR, Bravick;  Donald Macmillan, RNR, 
Bravick;  John Macmillan, MN, Bravick;  Ft./Sergt Frank 
Chalmers, RAF, 31 Coll;  Donald Murray, RNR, Upper Coll;  
David Murray, RAF, Upper Coll;  Angus Macleod, RNR, 32 
Back;  Donald Macleod, RNR, 32 Back;  Kenneth J Macleod, 
RNR, Outend Coll;  Norman Macleod, RNR, Outend Coll;  
Kenneth Macaulay, Fleet Air Arm, 7 Gress;  Dinah Maclennan, 
Nursing, 23 Gress;  Mary A Maciver, WAAF, 36 Gress;  John 
Graham, RAF, 41 Gress;  Murdo Macleod, RNR, 32 Back;  
Johanna Nicolson, WAAF, 4 Back;  Norman Macleod, RNR, 
New St, Back;  Angus Murray, Royal Marines, 52 Vatisker, 
Williamina Macdonald, WRNS, Vatisker;  Sergt John Russell, 
Scots Guards, 1 New Park, Vatisker;  John Macdonald, RNR, 
Lighthill;  Kenneth Campbell, RNR, Vatisker; Norman 
Macaulay, MN, 4 Vatisker;  Mrs Macaulay, LAAS, 4 
Vatisker;  Norman Macaskill, Tug Service, 10 Vatisker,  John 
M Graham, Tug Service, Catherine Hill;  Chief PO Alexander 
Macleod, Lighthill;  Jack Macleod, MN, Lighthill;  John 

Back in Time 
May 1945

Macleod, RNR, 27 Upper Coll;  Malcolm Maciver, RNR, 
Outend Coll;  Alexander J Macleod, RNR, 16 Upper Coll;  
Malcolm Mackay, RNR, Outend Coll;  Roderick Maclean, 
RNR, Coll;  Angus Macleod, RNR, 45 Vatisker;  Angusina 
Macleod, WRNS, Upper Coll;  Isabella Macdonald, ATS, 
20 Upper Coll;  Alexander Morrison, RASC,  Garryhuirm;  
Donald Mackay, RNR, 53 Back;  Alexander J Macmillan, 
RNR, 6 Gress;  Kenneth Macleod, Wireless Operator, RNR, 
49 Back;  Mary Jean Stewart, Nursing, 18 Back;  Isabella 
Murray, Nursing, 21 Back;  Murdo Martin, MN, 58 Lighthill;  
Evander Stewart, RNR,  John Macleod, Tank Corps, RCA, 45 
Back;  John A Mackenzie, MN, 26 Back;  John Macdonald, 
RNR, 3 Upper Coll;  Donald Maciver, RNR, 36 Gress;    Also 
home lately was Donald Morrison, USAAF, 10 Coll;  who 
emigrated to America in 1930.  This was his first time home 
since then. At Back for a few days with his maternal aunt, 
Mrs Donald Macleod, 55 Back, was Flying Officer Angus 
Maclean, RCAF.  This is the second time Angus has been 
to Back on leave.  His father hails from Callanish. Also 
home for a few days leave with relatives at Back was Murdo 
Morrison, RCA, nephew of Mrs John Macmillan, 22 Back.

TONG
Home on Leave
At home on leave recently were Angus Mackinnon, MN, 37 
Aird Tong;  George and Donald Maciver, 21 Aird Tong;  Alex 
John Macleod, Navy, 14 Aird Tong;  PO George Macleod, 15 
Aird Tong;  Murdo Macleod, Navy, and his wife, Pte Macleod, 
ATS, 31 Aird Tong;  Donald Macleod, Army, “Druim”, Tong;  
Kenneth Macdonald, Navy, 4 Tong;  Donald Mackinnon, 
MN, 2 Tong;  John Maclennan, Navy, 1 Tong Park;  Alex 
John Thomson, Navy, 4 Tong Park;  Alex Macdonald, Army, 
Hillside Cottage, Tong;  Christine Macdonald, WRNS, 
Hillside Cottage, Tong, John Angus Mackay, MN, 24 Aird 
Tong;  Angus Finlayson, Navy, Milking Hill, Tong and John 
Mackinnon, Navy, Milking Hill, Tong.

Vatisker and Stornoway girls, early 50s
Back L-R: Kennag Choinnich Bhig, Nan Smith

and Maggie Graham, Stornoway, Ishbel a’ Bhorbair
Front L-R: Maggie Mary a’ Choilean and Anna Bheag, Tong. 

Clann-
nighean an 
sgadain. 
Mor 
Aonghais 
Alasdair, 
Sìne Mhòr 
Bean 
Tashan, 
Maggie 
Ann Neill 
Bharrant, 
girl in 
back may 
be  Dolina 
Macleod 4 
Back
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Material for publication in the JUNE issue of Loch a Tuath News 
must be in before MONDAY 18th MAY 2015

50th Reunion

Auleen Macleod, Kevin Bayfield, Sandra Fairgrieve, Iain Maciver, Marina Dowie, Alex John 
Morrison, Lorraine Kelly, Murdo Morrison, Donalda Maciver, George Morrison, Denise Fowler, 
Donald Murray, Sarah J Macdonald
Front Row - L to R
Lena Morrison, Erica Baillie, Karen Macleod, Dina Smith, Christine Morrison, Greta Anderson

Back Row: L. to R
Iain M. Macdonald 
Bunter (Gress), 
Catriona Cook 
(Vatisker), Alasdair 
Macleod (Tong), 
Catherine Campbell 
Bubbles (Tong), 
Angus Mackay 
(Tong), Anne 
Macdonald (Tolsta), 
Nina Nicolson (Tong), 
George Stewart 
(Upper Coll)

Front Row: L. to R
Kenna Smith (Tong), 
Margaret Macdonald 
(Gress), Margaret 
Murray (Tolsta), 
Christine Maclean 
(Tolsta), Helen 
McKerrachar (Gress)

Back Row: L to R
Donnie Maclean, 
Murdo Mackenzie, 
Gordon Macleod, 
Stuart Ferguson, 
Kevin Clark

Middle row: L to R

40th
Reunion

Photos courtesy of Malcolm Macleod Photography


