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Welcome to our May edition. It is a 
historical issue. Why? Unless you’ve 
been living on Mars for the last few 
weeks you will know that we are (at 
the time of writing) in COVID-19 
‘lockdown’. We are only permitted 
to leave our homes for essential 
shopping and a maximum of 1 hour’s exercise 
a day. Now, with official cases of coronavirus 
on the island, in order to protect our volun-
teers and readers, the committee (by telephone 
and WhatsApp) made the decision to have this 
‘special’ issue, which is a bit different from 
usual.

With very little village news, you will see the 
‘As na Bailtean’ section is missing. Save your 
news for the June issue (village correspondent 
details are on the right). Instead, we have tried 
to put together some very colourful and topi-
cal stories for you. Many thanks to everyone 
who took the time to respond to our email 
requests for content and opinions to include. 
It has been a mammoth effort to get this issue 
out to you, and again, we have limited the dis-
tribution to just the 'big' Co-op on Macaulay 
Road and Gordon's. We are also glad to be able 
to support local businesses such as our printer, 
Stornoway Media Centre, during this trying 
time. Thanks a million Bryan!

We have been sent some lovely photos of 
window displays from children around the 
district. The young people are really going to 
town with their rainbow and teddy decora-
tions under the banner of ‘Brighter Days are 
Coming’, our cover caption this month. It 
really cheers the place up. Hopefully, it won’t 
be too long until we can take them down. 
The children are now being home-schooled 
by parents who are able to work from home. 
What a juggling act that must be. Key work-
ers are still going to work, so we thank them 
all whole heartedly: all NHS workers, CnES 
workers, care home workers, supermarket/
shop workers, teachers who are still going 
into schools, police officers, the postmen and 
women, and delivery drivers, the ferry and 
plane operators…the list goes on. Without 
you the place really would be at a standstill. 
On one hand, we are so lucky to be where we 
are. We have space and fresh air; on the other, 
we are totally reliant on good supply chains 
from the mainland—I haven’t seen a loo roll 
in the Co-op for weeks, but perhaps I am just 
picking the wrong time to go for my shopping. 
You may see an emergency appeal from me on 
Facebook soon!

We hear from various local businesses and key 

workers this month, who tell 
us the impact the lockdown 
is having on their jobs and 
incomes. Some young people 
have also taken the time to 
write in and tell us about how 
they’ve been keeping busy 
since school stopped. There 
are lots of other updates on 
how various local services 
are currently affected, too, 
and what is being offered by 
CnES and various other local 
organisations, such as CEBac 

(see p.12), to keep us all entertained and busy 
while being at home.

Meanwhile, we have our favourites: plenty 
old photos and ‘Back in Time’, along with 
a couple of other historical documents that 
I found when going through the folders on 
the LATN laptop, which is passed down from 
Editor to Editor. Normally, we would have an 
article from Gress Angling Association about 
now, regarding the start of the fishing season; 
instead, we’ve found a list of game shot at 
Gress in 1894, which may be of interest to 
some. Part 3 of the latest land raid series by 
Colin Tucker is also in this issue.

And if you’re missing your local amateur 
football fix, Vatisker’s Peter O’ Donnell has set 
up a new Facebook page called ‘Island Footie’, 
where he hopes to be posting old clips and 
hosting live online events such as ‘Goal of the 
Season’ from years gone by.

We can’t at the time of writing say what’s going 
to happen, but we do hope to be back to nor-
mal service for the June issue. Time will tell…

Until then, stay safe, stay home, protect the 
NHS and save lives. 

Keep well and take care.

Jayne

P.S. Don’t forget to check out our ‘Archive’ 
pages on our website. We’ve now scanned 
seven years’ worth of old issues, which should 
keep you entertained for a good while during 
lockdown.
www.lochatuathnews.com

 www.facebook.com/LochaTuathNews

 @lochatuathnews

 instagram.com/lochatuathnews

Cover image courtesy Josh MacVicar (Lighthill)
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Submit an article or a photograph to the Loch a Tuath News by post (10 Broadbay View, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LA) or by email (latneditor2@outlook.com). Contributions are 
preferred in digital format if possible. We are able to scan photos and documents. Please 
contact the editor to make an appointment. If you need to have an article typed, please 
contact the secretary.

Missed any issues? If you would like a copy of any Loch a Tuath News sent to you, then 
please get in touch with Willie Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose 
£3.50 to cover cost and postage.

We need you to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of 
the community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the district, 
but they need your help. See the contact details on this page. Thanks!
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However, at the time of writing, we 
are seeing things starting to calm 
down, and are so grateful to everyone 
who has thanked us for our work, 
offered their help with increased 
delivery demands and provided us 
with some tasty treats! It’s been great 
to see the community pull together in 
the midst of all the uncertainty. 

What a crazy month it has been, and Back Pharmacy has been 
no exception! 

We saw our highest prescription numbers, emptiest shelves 
and longest queues to date. Initially, the same way everyone 
panic-bought toilet roll, they panic-ordered their prescriptions. 
We have had to close the pharmacy from 12 to 2pm to try and 
catch up on prescription dispensing, and with most people 
working from home we have welcomed lots of new faces 
through the door. 

There have been some changes made as a result of COVID: we have 
a barrier 2 metres from the counter and only allow a maximum 
of two customers in the pharmacy at any one time. We have been 
provided with gloves, aprons and masks (modelled by our Ishbel 

MacLachlan) as we 
still come within 2 
metres of patients. 
We have noticed an 
increased demand 
for consultations 
and advice as the GPs 
have switched largely 
to telephone appoint-
ments. With the freight 
arriving later in the 
day, our daily routine 
has flipped around 
and we receive stock 
orders late afternoon 
instead of first thing in 
the morning.

As we know, the COVID-19 crisis is affecting us all in our day-to-day lives. We asked a 
range of people to tell us how they are coping in the current climate and what impact it is 
having on them.

 Alison's sister Leanne using the hand sanitiser at the till in Gordon's

JENNY MCKENNA, PHARMACIST, BACK PHARMACY

Ishbel in the pharmacy modelling her new 
look 

The main challenge that we have faced is trying to 
keep up with demand. For example, we probably 
sold a year’s worth of paracetamol and toilet roll in 
three weeks. We normally do a cash-and-carry run to 
the Co-op three times a week, but because demand 
for groceries has been so high, we now have to do 
the cash-and-carry run six days a week. 

Our mainland suppliers—Filshill (Glasgow), 
Sutherland Bros (Wick) and Glencarse (Perth)—have 
been struggling too and are out of a third of the dif-
ferent products we try to order each week. 

Safety wise we have hand sanitiser pumps at each 
of our fuel pumps and at our shop and Post Office 
counters for staff and customers. We also have dis-
posable gloves for staff and customers, if they wish 
to use them. We are encouraging our customers to 
step back from our counter area to help protect staff. 

We’ve kept our hours normal (8am–8pm) so as to be 
able to serve key workers whenever it suits them. 

During the first week we were snowed under, but 
now things have calmed down. Our fuel sales are 
down a bit, which is to be expected, but our grocery 
sales are up, so we are very fortunate to still be able 
to operate and create revenues, as the engineering 
workshop on Seaforth Road had to close and the 
staff were put on furlough, but we are paying them 
their full weekly wage. 

Without the government promising assistance for 
furloughed staff things would be a lot harder, so 
that’s a huge help. 

We have always offered a home delivery service for 
the elderly and housebound, but our deliveries have 
increased as more people are self-isolating.

ALISON SMITH, GORDON’S
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Working  at the moment is a surreal situation to be in. 
Work at the maternity department goes on though, 
and we are planning for and preparing for COVID-
19. Our low number of positive cases reported to 
date is mainly down to the strict adherence to social 
isolating and change in practice which is greatly 
reducing the opportunity for people to mix together.

The main difference I notice is on how we now liaise 
with women by use of Near Me, Microsoft teams 
and of course telephone rather than face to face 
communication. We are all having to adapt quickly 
to the use of technology. In Maternity Services we 
have to consider how easy or difficult this is for our 
patients to do but we obviously need to keep some 
of the face to face meetings until our women are due 
particularly for  blood samples, scans and seeing our 
higher risk patients.

We have had to consider balancing the risk of some 
of our women attending mainland units for some 
appointments (this can be done using Near Me video 
calls).

All in all we are managing our service but we urge 
our women and families to be patient with us as we 

are having to change appointments so that scans 
and clinic appointments become a “1 stop shop” as 
it were.

We are mindful of reducing the risk of spread of any 
infection to our women but also to our staff and we 
have reduced our community visits, clinic visits and 
only have partners in for labour and birth. Some 
of our partners have had to unfortunately sacrifice 
being present at that special moment of birth due to 
reducing risk to all present.

We are using a separate door of entry into maternity 
ward, keeping our women who are considered vul-
nerable in this pandemic separate for all others. In 
saying that the footfall through the whole hospital is 
greatly reduced, as we are closed to visitors.

We are all overwhelmed by the generosity of public 
donations, be it chocolate, snacks or hand gel and 
cream and we thank all those that have contributed  
so generously. I make sure that my family is out 
each Thursday at 8pm making noise for all my col-
leagues at NHS Western Isles and beyond. There is 
quite a rhythm going on in the Back area, thanks to 
everyone.

CATHERINE MACDONALD,  HEAD OF MIDWIFERY, WESTERN ISLES HOSPITAL

We last spoke to Margaret in June 2016, a time at which 
her B&B business in Back, which she has run since 1975, 
was flourishing. Tourism was on the up and up, with the 
Outer Hebrides becoming an increasingly popular tourist 
destination. We got in touch with her again, by e-mail, 
to see how she is managing in the face of the coronavirus 
‘lockdown’.

ED: What changes have you seen over the last four 
years? Has anything in particular struck you?

MF: The biggest change in the last four years has 
been the influx of visitors to the Western Isles. The 
season has extended by at least two months, now 
running from March until the end of October, with 
more winter work. I am turning a lot more tourists 
away during the busy season. There are a lot more 
overseas visitors nowadays and more younger peo-
ple coming from Germany, Switzerland, Spain, Italy, 
etc. They are also coming from different countries, 
such as Poland, Russia, Fiji Islands, etc.

ED: As you say, the Outer Hebrides has become an 
increasingly popular holiday destination. Why do 
you think this is? What do your guests say about 
the place? Do you find them to be considerate of our 
environment?

MF: The Western Isles have become very popu-
lar. Tourists fall in love with our environment: the 
open spaces, unspoilt beaches, lochs and rivers, the 

ruggedness of the islands and wildlife. They all treat 
our environment with respect and never abuse it. 
They appreciate it as a lot of these people come from 
big cities. They are very interested in our history and 
culture, especially Gaelic and Scottish music. They 
want to know more about how it was in the olden 
days. I had a lovely American lady who asked me 
what life was like on Lewis 100 years ago. I jokingly 
replied that I could not remember that far back!

ED: Before we were stuck with COVID-19 ‘lockdown’, 
the prospect of Brexit was looming. As someone at the 
forefront of the tourist industry and reliant on people 
coming to Scotland on holiday, do you have any wor-
ries about us leaving the European Union and what 
the impact might be on your business?

MF: I was certainly concerned about Brexit, to the 
extent that I wished that it would never happen, but 
our current crisis has put Brexit into the shade. The 

MARGARET FRASER, SEASIDE VILLA, BACK
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launch of our album as it can be difficult 
to access studios at this time and the ser-
vices for mastering music and physically 
producing CDs will not be operating at 
this time. We are still remaining positive 
as we know that we have a good album 
ready to be released and one that we are 
all very proud of, we just need to bide 
our time before sharing it. Additionally, 
the HebCelt organisers have reached out 
to confirm that they would like to have 
us on board for the next festival so all the 
exciting plans we had are still in place, 
just slightly delayed.

I’ve been writing, recording and performing music since around 
2007 and been fortunate enough to have released two albums 
and an EP in that period of time. As a solo artist and with a 
band I’ve been able to perform at different venues and festivals 
throughout Scotland and have had music featured on BBC One 
Introducing and BBC Radio Scotland over the years. I am joined 
in the band by my brother, Andrew Harrison on drums (the 
band is 50% Griasach), Chris Ferguson on bass and Jason Laing 
on guitar. We play a mix of folk and alternative rock, and we are 
influenced by our own musical interests. From my perspective, 
the Waterboys, Pink Floyd and Crowded House shaped my 
writing, but you will find traces of inspiration from Rainbow, 
Iron Maiden and Foo Fighters from the group members in our 
sound. I would say it’s a melodic, moody sound with rock and 
atmospheric elements. 

I was never really involved in music at school, it was in my teen-
age years really when I first picked up an acoustic guitar and 
learned to play before summoning the courage to start writing 
and singing. Showing the songs to other people was a big hurdle 
to overcome as was performing, but it’s an amazing feeling to 
play live and to receive feedback on your own songs. 

This summer we were due to perform on the main stage of 
HebCelt for their 25th anniversary and to coincide with that 
appearance we were to release a brand new album on the same 
day. Unfortunately, owing to the current coronavirus pandemic 
the festival has, understandably, been cancelled and future gigs 
this year are also in jeopardy. Naturally, it’s disappointing as we 
were all really looking forward to performing for the festival 
and our summer was geared up around that appearance and 
the launch of the album. The pandemic will likely delay the 

SEAN HARRISON, SEAN HARRISON & BAND

bookings were slower in coming this year, but once 
Brexit was signed and sealed they came flooding in. 
It looked as if it was going to be a bumper season, 
but it was not to be. I do not believe now that Brexit 
is going to make much of a difference to tourism on 
the islands. 

ED: As our readers know, we are in the midst of the 
cornonavirus ‘lockdown’. The schools are off, no 
events or gathering are permitted, and people are 
being asked to stay at home and only to leave their 
house when absolutely necessary. Non-emergency 
travel is banned. With current talk suggesting the 
‘lockdown’ may go on until the end of May, what 
impact is this having on your bookings?

MF: The current cornonavirus crisis is devastating 
for tourism, as it is for every business. I am not alone. 
All my April and May bookings have been cancelled. 
Three weeks ago guests were cancelling for April and 
May, but now they are cancelling for June and July. 

ED: It is early days in the crisis, but do you feel the 
government is providing small business owners like 
yourself with enough help financially and otherwise?

MF: I am not sure at this time who is entitled to the 
Small Business Grants as we cannot apply for it. If we 
fit the criteria, H.M.R.C. will contact us. However, as 
long as we get through this bad experience safe and 
well and learn from it, that is more important. 

ED: As a very sociable and outgoing person yourself, 
how are you coping with the ‘lockdown’? Are you 
managing to keep yourself busy while staying safe?

MF: I try to fill my days, while social distancing. I 
keep busy spring cleaning, gardening, baking, cook-
ing and freezing soups, and so on. I enjoy a daily 
walk on the beach, which is so tranquil and away 
from all the depressing news. I spend an hour online 
every day dealing with cancelled and postponed 
bookings, so plenty to do. I am missing my guests. 
A lot of them are ' regulars' and have become friends 
over the years. I do miss the company, but they are 
all keeping in touch and although a lot of them have 
had to put their holidays on hold, they cannot wait to 
visit Lewis once again. I have enjoyed every minute 
of life as a B&B landlady. It is always a pleasure never 
a chore.
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Care

Our Care Workers continue to show 
how dedicated they are to their pro-
fession and how much their service 
users mean to them, and they to their 
clients. We value their huge contribu-
tion to our response as a community 
to this challenge as they continue to 
deliver excellent service in these trou-
bling times and we all appreciate and 
applaud them.

I have had confirmation that at the 
minute we are receiving sufficient PPE 
from the national distribution centre, 
and all social care staff will be given 
PPE in keeping with the latest national 
guidance. As has been our practice 
from day one of this pandemic, we con-
tinue to follow national guidance and 
the supplies we get of PPE are based on 
that guidance.

Can I conclude by thanking all Care 
Staff for their patience and profession-
alism. We are repeatedly, across our 

island communities, seeing evidence of 
what a wonderful and highly dedicated 
workforce they are. I think it is becom-
ing apparent what the social care work-
force offers communities across the UK 
is at long last receiving the recognition 
it deserves. 

Education 

Throughout the holiday period, the 
Comhairle has operated provision for 
children of key workers in seven area 
hubs and a childcare centre. Two part-
ner nursery providers have also con-
tinued to support key worker parents. 
We acknowledge the responsible use of 
this provision by key workers who are 
critical to maintaining local services 
and it will continue to be available to 
them as they need it. For the start of 
the new term, we intend to open an 
additional three hubs to accommodate 
increased demand from key workers 
after the holidays. Details of these will 
be issued to parents ahead of the start 
of term.

There has also been a very positive 
response to requests for volunteers to 
support our services, demonstrating 
the strength and resilience of our com-
munity and the professional commit-
ment of our staff teams as they offer to 
work across other key services. 

As well as maintaining key worker 
provision, the Comhairle is advancing 
plans to support continuing learning 
for children and young people who 
are at home. The Comhairle's innova-
tive investment in eSgoil is proving to 
be a very wise decision as we utilise 
the excellent technology it provides us 
with to teach pupils across the islands 
and indeed we will continue to offer 
teaching across Scotland, which sees 
eSgoil increasing its prominence as an 
important national resource.

Volunteers

We have launched a Volunteer 
Registration Form and Contact Centre 
01851 822899 to collect details of 
individuals and community groups 

COVID-19: Service Updates

Statement from Comhairle Leader

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar Leader, Roddie Mackay, has spoken about the ongoing work being carried out by the Comhairle 
and other agencies across the Western Isles in response to the COVID-19 crisis.

 “Although our resources and capacity are largely devoted to our three key objectives in relation to COVID-19 - keeping our 
statutory and support services operating to the highest level possible; keeping our clients, customers, employees and mem-
bers safe; and providing community leadership, information and external advocacy, we are continuing to run the ordinary 
business of the Comhairle as best we can. 

“The Comhairle continues to work closely with Public Health, Department of Work and Pensions, Hebridean Housing 
Partnership and other local partners.

“I would reiterate the advice from Government to the public – please do stay at home unless absolutely essential and adhere 
to the physical distancing guidelines.

“We have sought to try and keep families engaged with activities on social media and will continue to communicate updates 
at the earliest possible opportunity. The following are updates on the various Comhairle services which have been continu-
ing, and will continue.”

On these pages we have gathered together some of the more important updates and information from CnES regard-
ing the current state of play in the Western Isles.
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throughout the Western Isles looking 
to provide volunteering support dur-
ing COVID-19. The Contact Centre will 
operate Monday to Friday from 9am to 
5pm and enable the Comhairle to match 
volunteers against the needs of individ-
uals and families in our communities.

We would also urge anyone in need 
of help or support to contact our 
Customer Services team in the usual 
manner on 01851 600 501. We are antici-
pating a high number of calls, therefore 
we would ask for your patience.

Business

We have launched a new COVID-19 
Local Business Support Scheme to 
help businesses unable to access sup-
port from existing Scottish and UK 
Government business schemes. 

We’ve heard from many businesses 
that are falling through the cracks of 
the existing support schemes, so we’ve 
listened to that and are making grant 
funding available of up to £5,000 to sup-
port local businesses through this crisis 
and help them prepare for recovery.

With our limited financial resources, 
we have to target support where it is 
most needed. The first stop should 
be the various Government schemes 
and interventions and if that is unsuc-
cessful, businesses should contact 
our Business Gateway team on 01851 
822775 or email businessgateway@cne-
siar.gov.uk to help them with their 
application.

Chairman of Sustainable Development, 
Cllr Donald Crichton, said:

“I would like to thank everyone 
involved in establishing the COVID-19 
Local Business Support Scheme. We 
are committed to doing as much as 
we can to ensure our local businesses 
survive and I am pleased that we now 

have a scheme in place which can pro-
vide emergency financial support to 
local businesses.”

The Comhairle is also managing the 
Scottish Government Business Support 
Scheme. To date over 450 applications 
have been received with over £1.6m 
paid out to small businesses through-
out the Western Isles.

Further information on the Scottish 
Government Business Support Grant 
can be found at: https://www.cne-siar.
gov.uk/news/2020/march/scottish-gov-
ernment-s-business-support-grants/

Further information on the Local 
Business Support Grant can be found 
at the Business Resilience section of the 
Comhairle’s website.

What to do if you have symptoms of 
Coronavirus

Patients with mild coronavirus 
(COVID-19) symptoms are being 
reminded not to call NHS 24 if they 
are able to manage their symptoms at 
home.

Those who are unable to manage their 
symptoms, or if symptoms do not 
improve after seven days, should con-
tact NHS24 on 111, day or night.

We are also urging local communities 
across the Western Isles: please do not 
call your GP or go to the surgery with 
regard to coronavirus. 

This system provides patients with a 
straightforward dedicated route to clin-
ical advice and support, as well as free-
ing up GP practices to treat and care for 
all non-coronavirus health conditions.

Under the new arrangement introduced 
at the end of March, callers to the 111 
helpline will be assessed and, if neces-
sary, transferred to a local community 

assessment hub. There are assessment 
hubs, staffed by local clinicians, in 
Lewis, Uist and Barra, to ensure patients 
get the best possible advice at the right 
time. You will receive directions to the 
Hub as appropriate.

Depending on their assessment, patients 
may be given advice over the telephone 
to help them continue self-isolating at 
home or be given an appointment to 
attend their local assessment centre for 
further treatment.

Where symptoms are manageable and 
for people who have access to the inter-
net, NHS Inform’s coronavirus web-
page is still the fastest way for people 
to get the latest health advice and 
information.

There is also a free NHS 24 helpline for 
people without symptoms looking for 
general information on coronavirus - 
0800 028 2816.

For patients who do not have any 
coronavirus symptoms (but need to 
see a doctor), they should continue to 
telephone their GP when open and not 
call NHS 24. In the out of hours period, 
when displaying symptoms other than 
coronavirus, you should only call 111 if 
you need urgent assessment and can-
not wait until your GP is open.

Background

NHS Inform’s coronavirus webpage is 
still the fastest way for people to get the 
latest health advice and information.

If you need a sick note due to corona-
virus, don’t contact your GP or NHS 
24. You can download an isolation note 
directly from NHS Inform.

Common symptoms of coronavirus 
include:

• high temperature or fever
• cough
• shortness of breath

Patients should only call NHS 24 
(on 111) if their symptoms:

• have not improved after 7 
days
• are severe or they have short-
ness of breath
• worsen during home isolation.

For any other health related con-
cerns, make NHS Inform your 
first point of contact or call your 
GP during opening hours. If 
your GP practice is closed and 
your query can’t wait you can 
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still call NHS 24 (on 111).

If you don't have symptoms and are 
looking for general information on 
coronavirus, call NHS Inform’s free 
helpline: 0800 028 2816.

MP welcomes BT move to increase 
broadband access for more island 
homes

Na h-Eileanan an Iar SNP MP Angus 
MacNeil welcomes the move by BT to 
make ‘adequate and affordable’ broad-
band available to more island prem-
ises and says such provision has ‘never 
been more important’ as communities 
cope with the Covid-19 pandemic.

Currently more than 15 per cent of 
premises in Na h-Eileanan an Iar do not 
have access to a fixed line broadband 
connection of at least 10Mbps but there 
is now a legal right for those eligible 
to request the service under the new 
Universal Service Obligation (USO).

In areas where there is 4G access but no 
broadband, customers can apply to BT 
for a home hub.

Mr MacNeil said: “This is a very wel-
come step forward in providing an 
adequate and affordable broadband 
connection for island premises.

“I would encourage householders to 
contact BT for further details on their 
eligibility.

“The value of access to online ser-
vices has never been highlighted more 
strongly than in our current Covid-
19 situation. It has never been more 
important as communities, businesses, 
churches, schools and more are all rely-
ing on online services to communicate 
and to continue providing vital sup-
port and order services.”

 BT will be writing to all those premises 
in Na h-Eileanan an Iar who Ofcom’s 
preliminary analysis has shown may 
be eligible. 

Those who think they are eligible 
should contact BT on 0800 783 0223. BT 
will then carry out some checks to con-
firm if analysis is correct, and that they 
are eligible for an upgraded broadband 
connection at no cost to them. 

Relocation of Emergency Dental 
Services in Lewis

With Coronavirus cases now confirmed 
in Lewis, NHS Western Isles is continu-
ing to take steps to strengthen services.

As part of our preparation, the 
Emergency Dental Service will move 
temporarily to Castleview Dental 
Practice.

The practice recently closed for routine 
care, but has made its premises avail-
able to support NHS Western Isles.

From Monday 6 April Health Board 
Dentists will be based in Castleview 
Dental Practice, 77-79 Cromwell Street, 
Stornoway.

Patients with an urgent dental emer-
gency should note the following:

• The new telephone number for all 
enquiries is 01851 704400.

• A message will confirm you have 
reached Castleview Practice.

• Do NOT attend the Dental Centre 
which will be in use by medical staff.

• Patients will be seen by appointment 
only, after calling 01851 704400.

• When you call by phone we will ask a 
few questions about your health before 
making an appointment.

NHS Western Isles apologises for this 
temporary disruption, but these chang-
es will help us to serve the local popu-
lation better.

Comhairle Announces Social Media 
Programme of Events for Families

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar has 
announced a programme of events, 
which will appear on the various cor-
porate social media channels, in order 
to provide some engaging weekly 
content for family settings during the 
COVID-19 crisis.

The programme, which has been 
designed in collaboration with partner 
agencies, is an opportunity for engage-
ment for everyone in the family setting, 
from nursery children to adults.

Live COVID-19 Cèilidh Sessions

The Comhairle hopes to have local art-
ists taking up the 9pm on Friday slot 
on the Comhairle’s Facebook page each 
week and would ask that anyone who 
is interested to contact the Comhairle 
page via Facebook Messenger. 

Cookery Programme

Each week, the Comhairle will share an 
episode of the well-known Gaelic cook-
ery programme Fuine, on Tuesday eve-
nings at 6pm. You can give the recipes 

a go at home! All episodes are found on 
the MG Alba website. The programmes 
will be in Gaelic, but there are English 
subtitles available. 

Colouring in Designs

The Comhairle’s Multi Media Unit has 
been working to produce some designs 
to keep all nursery aged children enter-
tained at home. New designs will 
appear on the Comhairle’s social media 
channels every Tuesday morning at 
9:30am. Please feel free to print these 
out and colour them in. You could even 
colour them in digitally. Please then 
send us the photos of your entries in 
the comments section or alternatively 
send them as a private message and 
we will make sure to share some of our 
favourites.

Quiz

A live quiz, featuring a special quest 
quizmaster, will take place on the 
Comhairle’s Facebook page each 
Thursday evening at 7:30pm. Questions 
will be suitable for all family members 
to take part. 

Yoga Classes

There will be two yoga classes available 
each week, one morning session and an 
evening session that will also include a 
relaxation session. The classes will be 
taught by the well-known Yoga instruc-
tor Sophie Marsh who lived and taught 
in the Western Isles for 10 years. 

The classes will go live on Facebook 
each week. The classes will be available 
each week on Mondays at 9:30 am and 
Wednesdays at 4:30pm. 

Please visit Rise up Wild for more 
information on Sophie’s online yoga 
classes. 

Full Timetable

Day Activity
Monday Yoga 9:30am
Tuesday Colouring in 9:30am

Cookery Lessons 6pm
Wednesday Yoga 4:30pm

Thursday Quiz 7:30pm
Friday Live COVID-19 

Cèilidh 9pm
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NORRIE'S GARAGE
 Cars and Commercial Servicing and Repairs 

 MOT  Tyres 

 Wheel Alignment & Wheel Balancing 

 Large Stock of Truck and Trailer Parts 

TEL: 01851 705398
Email: info@norriesgarage.co.uk

43 BELLS ROAD, STORNOWAY

ISLE OF LEWIS HS1 2RL

GOOD RANGE OF 
TYRES IN STOCK
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58 Degrees North Catering normally runs the snack bar in the Sports Centre. When the Council took the decision to 
close the sports centre, Marena and Tim were forced to furlough their staff. Rather than sit idle they decided to use 
the commercial catering kitchen they have in Tong to produce fresh cooked and frozen meals for the vulnerable, self-
isolating and anyone else who would like a home cooked, wholesome and hearty meal. The service was developed with 
the Environmental Health Department in the Comhairle, who helped with advice on how to ensure the safe delivery of 
the meals. The menu consists of things like mince and potatoes, hearty soups and vegetable curry with rice. The staff 
are making the meals on a voluntary basis and they are priced to just cover the costs. With the small number of orders 
at the moment they are able to deliver but if demand increases they will need help from the community to deliver to the 
vulnerable. If you would like to know what meals are available or to order please check the 58 Degress North Facebook 
page and use messenger or text 07850 458315 if you can’t access Facebook.

Helping Feed the Community

COVID-19

If you need help with shop-
ping and getting prescrip-

tions during
self-isolation, volunteers are 

on hand to help

Back Community Council 
helpline phone number is

07379 684 131
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Cluas ri Claisneachd (Listen Out)

We are living in strange times, when life as we knew it 
has changed. With schools closed, no social interaction 
available and more time to spare, we thought this period 
of time would provide a good opportunity for the young 
people of the area, with the help of their parents, to pre-
serve some of the social history of Sgìre a’ Bhac. 

To this end, we are setting up an online social history 
project. We are, of course, not advocating face-to-face 
interviews; children can interview their older relatives 
online or on the phone. We will provide a bank of ques-
tions on a variety of topics. The results can then be sent 
to us at CEBac.

The project will be available on the Comann’s website, 

where full instructions on different 
ways of carrying out the interviews 
will be found, and interview question 
ideas will be available for different age 
ranges.

Look out for further information on our social media plat-
forms and we also hope to publicise the project on Radio 
nan Gaidheal.

As well as collecting valuable social history data, we hope 
that this project will have other benefits. All of us, young 
and old, are cut off from one another just now. We are all 
missing social interaction and this project is a chance for 
us to talk to each other. It is a chance for intergenerational 

bonding at a difficult time, and 
might help towards a more unified 
and integrated community when 
brighter times come.

A.T.

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac
9 Broadbay View

Back

Email: info@cebac.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.

com/ComannEBac/
Twitter: @cEBac_org

Website: https://cebac.org/

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac – Back Historical 
Society

We are living in strange and worrying times, and me writ-
ing a ‘nature diary’ feels rather inappropriate considering 
the need to stay close to home, so I thought I would just 
write a thank you to Donald in New Street, who last year 
had a litter of puppies from his beautiful and comical 
dogs, Ella and Dougal. I did not need another dog nor 
really want one, but when we ‘popped in’ to just see the 
puppies I was a gonner! And at 10 weeks old Nigel came 
home and basically took over the house, croft and is now 
aiming for world domination. Now more than ever to 
have the fun and entertainment and sheer love from a dog 
(or cat, hamster, sheep, pet rock; I am not biased) makes 
such a difference to our well-being. Yes, Nigel has totally destroyed 
my garden, which was so lovingly cared for. It now looks like the 
Somme with all the trenches as he digs constantly and I no longer 
wince as he presents me with yet another bulb he has dug up from 
a once-well-cared-for pot or flower bed. The floors are covered 
with his ‘finds’ of rocks, plants, feathers and general detritus, and 
we don’t have a table or chair leg that is free from chewing marks, 
but he just has to look up with those big brown eyes and the inevi-
table one turned-in ear and raise his paw (the only thing we have 

been able to teach him) and we love him 
all the more. So, thanks to Donald and 
Happy Birthday on 10 May to Nigel and 
Wilma, who stayed with Donald and the 
rest of those beautiful pups. Stay safe 
folks and as the song says ‘love the one 
you’re with’.

C.H.

Nature’s Diary (Sort Of)
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We continue to live in the most challenging of times. Coronavirus still 
rules.

Last month’s column may have dwelt too much on the negative char-
acteristics on show, as we reacted by swarming to the shops as if we 
couldn’t manage without stacks of toilet rolls in our houses. The sight 
of empty shelves in the supermarkets in the middle of March was dis-
concerting and unnerving. The sight of closed shops and community 
facilities for a lengthy time was one we had never seen. 

Learning to stay at home and have a choice of church services in the 
comfort of our own homes has been an interesting experience, if unpal-
atable and undesirable to many. Some were not happy to see churches 
closed for the first time in living memory. It did bring it home to people 
who might have been dismissive of the risks we faced that we were, 
indeed, dealing with something serious here. 

A sudden realisation came on our society that the people who are important aren’t political, sports and entertainment 
personalities, but those who do the jobs which are really important: shop workers, lorry drivers, butchers, fishermen, 
and postmen, as well as nurses, doctors, ambulance personnel, police, firemen, teachers and the people who do the jobs 
that ensure we can live the lives we have become used to. These are the people to whom we owe thanks for ensuring 
life can carry on, not to mention ferry and air personnel on sea, air and land.

Those who are famous for being famous have suddenly vanished from our front pages. When the crunch came we 
realised how unimportant and irrelevant they really are.

It is difficult to see how we overcome the present situation. We can only accept the guidance we are given, keep our 
heads down and hope we and our families come through it. 

We resent the travel restrictions. We have never known the like. We cannot visit our families on the mainland. Our 
families cannot visit us. However, we accept it as a small price to pay if it plays a part in overcoming the worst effects 
of the present situation.

We have seen many people taking to heart the call to help their less able neighbours. We have seen so many going over 
and above any obligation. We have seen the best side of people. 

I have been on Tràigh Chuil more often than at any other time of my life. Aren’t we fortunate to have such a fantastic 
resource to enable us to take our daily exercise? Back, Gress and Vatisker, of course, have their own tràighs. We need 
to keep moving. Last year’s diet worked but the bones that appeared are rapidly disappearing again. I couldn’t under-
stand where the milk was going or why the teabags were so low. Then I realised that one of the side effects of ‘Stay at 
Home’ was more trips to the biscuit cupboard and the fridge. The exercise is fine, but the biscuits are winning, as are 
the baking experiments, which one feels obliged to be a participant in…the sampling thereof, of course.

No living generation has ever seen the like. We had heard about the privations caused by the Second World War, but 
we never expected to see anything like this. Buses, ferries, planes, shops and public services practically gone, and we 
accept it without demur. So sudden. Nothing had prepared us for this. Schools closed. No public gatherings of any 
kind. Eaglais a’Bhac closed. Never in my lifetime. But plenty of services every week, as long as you have the internet. 

Much that seemed so important to us takes a back seat in comparison to the fear of this unseen enemy that has wreaked 
havoc in so many parts of the world.

As we write in this issue, we don’t know how long this will last. We do accept the necessity of the wisdom of the restric-
tions placed upon us. We wonder when it is over if we will feel the same about the things that we have done without. 
It will surely make us think about some of them. I think I can give football on the TV a miss but if the football starts 
again on the machair, I think I might be found there.

I can give up doing a daily programme from a bedroom in Col Uarach and get back to a place that is designed for that 
purpose.

As the cailleach said ‘Theid e seachad a’ghràidh, thèid e seachad’ (It will pass dear, it will pass).

Thank goodness.

Coinneach aig Baile
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MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Sports Relief Day

Congratulations to all in 
Sgoil a' Bhac who sup-
ported the Pupil Council 
in making the Sport Relief 
Day a great success.

A grand total of £320.00 
was raised with Looney 
Olympics and 
other activi-
ties. 

Huge thanks 
to all those 
who gave so 
generously.

Sgoil a’ Bhac

Library Makeover

The Parent Council Library Working Group came in 
to school to unpack the last of the items they had 
purchased with the 'Tesco Bags for Help' money and 
took some photos of the school library. The library has 
received a massive makeover in the last year and the 

children with their class teacher use is so much more now 
as a warm and comfortable space in which to read and 
learn. We think the Working Group has made such a dif-
ference to it and we want to say an enormous thank you to 
them and to all who have helped make our school library 
an attractive as well as a practical resource in the school.
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The lockdown has been 
a bit weird; we have 
to stay at home all the 
time and can’t go any-
where and we are only 
allowed to be with our 
family. We haven’t been 
back to school since 20 
March, so we have to 
do our schoolwork at 
home now. The teacher 
gave us a bag full of 
work to do with our 
mum and dad.  We can 
get in touch with the 
teacher by email and 
she tells us what work 
we should be doing.  

We really miss seeing our friends, but we have video chats and play games online 
together, which is good fun. Our family has been spending time doing jigsaws, play-
ing board games and we have watched all the Harry Potter films.  We started digging 
up our garden to grow some vegetables too. Although we can’t go anywhere, we are 
allowed to go out for a family walk or cycle every day.  We have been walking round the 
different villages looking out for the lovely rainbows and teddies that people have been 
putting up in their windows. Every Thursday at 8pm we all go outside and clap our 

hands and bang wooden 
spoons on pans to make 
lots of noise to say thank 
you to the NHS and all the 
key workers for their hard 
work keeping us safe.  We 
hope that we can get back 
to school soon so we can see our friends again. 

Lilly, Ava and Isabella Scaramuccia, Broadbay View. Lilly kind-
ly provided the poem above.

Coronoavirus Lockdown 

 Cara 
Macrtichie's 
rainbow in 
Upper Coll

From  
Lucy Stewart 

in the 
Poileagan

Lyndsay  
Macdonald 

from 
Milkinghill, 

Tong, has 
painted her 

window 
with a 

beautiful 
rainbow

LOCKDOWN
Lucky to be safe 
at home
Oh no, what are 
we going to do?
Can we go any-
where? not really
Keeping everyone 
inside their homes
Do we go online 
to play with our 
friends?
Only key workers 
going ou to work. 
they are all so 
brave
Wishing i could 
go back to school
Nobody knows 
when it will end 
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 Aibhlin 
Lockerby in 
Tong

Aaron  
Kearns  from 

Vatisker 
with his dog 
Breagha and 
his rainbow 

for all our 
key worker 

heroes

Eilidh  
Mackenzie 

from 
Vatisker

 Sarah 
Morrison from 
North Tolsta

 Adam and 
Molly Cook in 
the Poilegean

 Sophia 
and Louise 
Maclachlan 
did rainbows 
for the Back 
Pharmacy 
window

Coronoavirus Lockdown 
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Tong School
A Time To Reflect

We have included some Easter poetry written last year by three pupils now in 
Primary Four. Our budding young poets have written some very wise words 
indeed. Great job, boys.

All leaders are looking 
forward to being re-
united with our lovely 
buddies who regularly 
attend Bible Buddies at 
Back Free Church. 

For all our Monday 
Buddies, at one of the 
last sessions we plant-
ed sunflower seeds and 
we hope that they are 
all starting to grow tall 
and strong.  

For all our Tuesday Buddies, remember one of our favourite songs, which tells us that He’s got the whole wide world in 
His hands. Perhaps you can sing it at home! It reminds us that God knows everything that is happening and is helping 
us to get through not seeing our friends and family. Remember we can pray to Him every day and He will listen to us.

We are missing you all, even although everything is very different for us all just now, God is still caring for us and 
loving us. Buddies will be back!

‘Train up a child in the way he should go, And even when he is old he will not depart from it.’

Proverbs 22:6 ASV

Easter
Jesus Christ rose today,
Let's all stop and pray.
Let's all shout hip, hip,  hooray!
We will play.

A time to forgive.
A time to be fair.
A time to share chocolate eggs.
A time to cherish the good times.
A time to respect the lord.
A time to be thankful for what 
we have.
God is like a hen and we are the 
chicks.

By Taylor

Easter

Jesus Christ rose today,
Let's go and play and stay this 
way.
Everybody come and sing, 
In Heaven the bells will ring.

A time to celebrate.
A time to love.
A time to pray.
A time to play.
A time to be fair.
A time to share.

A time for chicks.
A time for lambs.
A time for sharing.
A time for loving.
A time to say thank you.

By Lewis

Easter

Jesus Christ rose today,
It's a time to play and pray.
Everybody come and sing 
Bells ringing and dinging. 

A time to love and care and 
share.
A time to treasure.
A time to go to church.
A time to be good to one another.
A time to be in the fresh air with 
the lambs.
A time to relax.

A time for God.
A time for lambs.
A time for peace.
A time for chicks.

By James B.

A Note to All Back Bible Buddies
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Farewell Wishes

Our friends Eilidh and Arran have moved away to Glasgow where they will be closer to family. Our best 
wishes go along with them and we look forward to updates from the big city!

Mum is giving me time work. We went on the 
trampoline straight after PE with big Joe. I'm 
going to do some work on Daddy's laptop. My 
brother and I are going to do some painting 
with our hands and feet to make animals.

From Joe

I have been very busy at home and we are all 
fine. I hope everyone is keeping well too. I have 
finished the grammar workbook. I have learned 
all my spelling words and I have just finished 
writing sentences with them. I am working on 
my handwriting book too. I have finished my 
sums. I have also learnt the Three Craws rhyme. 
I am reading Wish Upon a Snowflake and I have 
reached page 80.

From David

I hope you are well today. I have been doing a lot 
of fun work and my three and four times tables. 
I have written a letter to my nana Harris. Did 
you know she is ninety five years old? Yesterday 
my sister and I made a lava lamp together. 

See you soon.

From Robyn

I wrote a story about my nanny today. I drew a 
picture of her at the washing line hanging out 
clothes. We are going to write a creative story 
tomorrow.  I got all my spelling words right. I 
am doing lots of chimney sums too. We were on 
the trampoline today.

From Campbell

Today I have been writing times tables, writ-
ing out spelling words, making sentences with 
spelling words and solving sums. I have also 

been listening to David Walliams’ reading audio 
stories. 

This afternoon I will be getting some fresh air 
and exercise by playing with my new football. 
I will be chatting with my friends on my PS4 
later.

From Joshua

I have been going for short walks with my mum 
and my dog. I did lots of baking and spoke to 
my friends on video chat. I washed our car for 
my mum. I have been dancing, doing PE and 
cycling to stay fit. My papa's sheep had lambs 
and I really want to see them but I'll have to 
wait.

From Layla

During ‘lockdown’ I have been spending a lot 
of my time playing a family games league table. 
The games include:

• Kerbie 
• Races around the house
• Nintendo games
• Ludo
• Cluedo
• Football
• Snakes and ladders
• I am winning...so far!

At the start of the ‘lockdown' we went to the 
beach for a few walks and rides on the quad, but 
now we just have the quad for using around our 
house. I am having a lot of fun with my family 
and after the Easter holidays I will be working 
on my school project about the Olympics.

From Martin

Dear Reader...

During strange and uncertain times one constant remains the same: our diligent pupils are still busy and 
active. The following notes from pupils will be a useful record of home learning in 2020.
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 HiC
HOME improvement CENTRE

Kitchens  Powertools  Handtools  Ironmongery  Paint
Plaster Products  Fireparts  Timber  Household Tiles

Electrical/Plumbing Spares

01851 703646
Fax: 01851 702537

20 Bells Road, Stornoway
Mon - Fri 8am - 5:30pm, Sat 9am - 5pm GIFT VOUCHERS

22 Francis Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

RMk
tel: 01851 704949
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

● Insurance Brokers

● Business & Personal

● Excellent Service
ADVICE
YOU CAN
TRUST

MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING
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L. to R. Christine Campbell (nighean 
Bellag Mhic Uilleam),
 Margaret (nighean Mor Phian), Christine Tohan, Mairi Glen

Christina Graham (Cairistiona Mairi a' Chaomh), 
 39 Upper Coll. Q.M. Hall of Residence, Glasgow  

 Catriona Iain Uisdean, Gress, and Mary Ann a' Bhuligan, Back.

 Chrissie a' Lodge

Iseabail Stewart
 (Iseabail Neill), 10 Back, and family 

 Middle Back Mary Ann a' Bhuligan, left front bean 
Nulaig, middle front M. Martin, Lighthill, Back
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As you know, we here at LATN HQ have been 
busy scanning old issues and putting them up 
on our website (www.lochatuathnews.com) for 
you to read and enjoy for free. It was while scan-
ning volume 1 that we picked up on the footnote 
accompanying this report of a Sgoil a’ Bhac S2 
school trip to Edinburgh in issue 4. 

We have now completed the scanning of five 
years’ worth of issues and the photos never 
appeared! 

From the Archives...

 (Left) Christopher Matheson (Coll; mac  Mathie) and 

Hector Murray (Gress; mac Dhòmnall agus Catherine Rose).

Claire Stewart 
(Back; 

granddaughter 
of Agnes 

Dhòmnaill 
Piugh) The 

assigned 
photographer 
whose photos 
never made it 

into LATN!  
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Thinking it might be nice to follow up on this, 
almost 23 years later, we are pleased to finally pub-
lish some of the photos from this trip. To say they 
are candid is an understatement...but they are by 
no means the most embarrassing ones! In order to 
protect our source from potential future lawsuits, 
we shall not reveal their identity. We can, however, 
confirm that the photos do not belong to Claire 
Stewart, although if she has any she would like to 
share with us (as the designated photographer on 
the trip) we would be delighted to publish these in 
a future issue. If anyone else has old photos from 
school trips gone by, please do send them in. 

Jonathan looks over the
whole thing, Donald is posing for the camera (as usual!) 

and John Murdo and Chris are annoyed about something! 
Probably having the camera in their face…again! 

Outside Camera Obscura on the Royal Mile. Claire Stewart and Ruth  Mackenzie (Tolsta; nighean Angus Bike agus Murdina).

From the Archives...

 Keith McDiarmid 
(Tong; mac Peigi 
Mairi and Neil) 
and Hector Murray 
(Gress) taken at 
what we think 
was the Royal 
Commonwealth 
Pool.

 On the Royal Mile. (L–R) Iain Maclean (Vatisker; mac Alina Lighting 

Electrical), Jonathan Macritchie (Tolsta; mac Minnie), John Murdo Campbell 

(Coll; mac Golly agus Margaret); Donald Macdonald (Tong; mac Poggy).

David Heckles (Gerraidh Ghuirm; mac Cathy  Ann and Dave) at the Camera Obsucra door.
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From the 
Archives...

 (Left) Angela Campbell (Upper Coll; nighean Domnhnall 
Chuinidh) and Donna Murray (Tong; nighean Kim).

Mr John Maclean (popularly known among Sgoil a’ Bhac pupils as ‘Porky’) being a  good sport and letting the S2’s take a photo of him outside a takeaway joint we passed somewhere. A quick Google search suggests the place is no longer in business.

After leaving the guest house in blazing sunshine (and no jackets) for a walk around the Meadows, we returned like drowned rats. A proper thunderstorm was experienced! 
(L–R) Finella Macdonald (teacher), Melissa Macleod (Gearraidh Ghuirm; nighean Kenny agus Christine), Donna Murray (Tong), John Maclean (teacher), Annis Matheson (Upper Coll; nighean Catriona a’ Bhounce), Angela Campbell 
 (Upper Coll).

(L–R) Marina Mackay (Coll; nighean Shonnie 
an Shon), Catherine Joan Martin (Tong; 
nighean Calum Martin); Joanne Macdonald 
(Upper Coll; nighean Peggy Salmon); Elaine 
Campbell (Tolsta; nighean Torquil); Jackie 
 Nicolson (Coll; nighean Mabel a’ Lasgainn). 

Stuart Anderson (Tong; mac Christine agus Charlie) 
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Switched On
All houses in the Back locality have now been linked 
up for electric current and most of the interior wiring 
has also been done.

The current is on in some parts of Coll and we pre-
sume that Back village will have it in a week or two 
and that trouser pressing will then commence on a 
colossal scale.

When an Upper Coll housewife gleefully went to 
tell her neighbour to switch on as she (No 1) had the 
light, No 2 housewife pressed the switch and nothing 
happened except an apologetic ‘click’. Suspiciously 
she climbed the stairs and the lights there were 
shining gloriously with the switches off. It didn’t 
need a Sherlock Holmes to deduce that the wiring 
had been reversed, so she switched on upstairs, and 
sure enough the lights glowed down below. The 
wires were soon put to rights, however, so the stair 

climbing marathon and the happy tale ended almost 
at once.

Fencing Them Out
At Back village at the moment a fence to keep 
marauding sheep at bay is being erected on a purely 
communistic basis. Almost every householder turned 
out and the fence which runs a distance of one and 
a half miles from Linne an’ Chair to Outend Poligan 
was completed in two periods of a few hours each. 
As the Backachs had no ‘planning’ inflicted upon 
them they just went to work and finished the opera-
tion following Euclid’s theory (not entirely discount-
ing Einstein) and apart from a few blackened finger-
nails caused by everyone being experts and bringing 
a hammer, the Combined Op was most successfully 
performed.

The cost? Nil, except for the materials. Yes, sir, we 
were a LABOUR PARTY…with a difference.

Back in Time May 1950

A dead whale was found grounded on Coll 
Beach on 12 April. It was a young, approx-
imately 12-foot minke and was reported 
to SMASS (the Scottish Marine Animal 
Stranding Scheme). They responded that 
it was most likely to be the remains of the 
minke whale that was originally reported 
entangled in creel lines off Garrabost, Point, 
on 26 of March.

The whale is now buried…let's hope deeply!

Minke Washes 
up at Coll
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Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office

20 Kenneth Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2DR

Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767

Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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A surprising historical artefact was 
recently dug up at 18 Vatisker. A 
crisp packet from 1974, in almost 
mint condition. We’re not sure what 
was happening back them, but 
crisps appear to have been meas-
ured by the dram! These ready-
salted Crispi Crisps were made by 
United Biscuits, who Duff (Calum 
Iain Graham, Upper Coll) used to 
work for. Hopefully, more modern 
crisp packets don’t linger so long in the ground!

Another recent find by Kenny Stewart out at the end of New 
Street, Back, was this old ‘milk bag’ from the 1970s. During 
this time, there was a short phase of milk being delivered in 
these plastic bags when they stopped using milk bottles. They 
supplied a small orange jug that was designed for the bag to 
sit in. The feedback was that they made the milk taste horrible 
– probably a result of the chemicals that have preserved it for 
40 years.

Blast From the Past

Seeing an opportunity that couldn't go amiss, 
this handsome chap decided to take over grass-
cutting duties at a Sgoil a' Bhac in lockdown in 
the hope of obtaining gainful employment over 
the summer before his real work begins again the 
autumn. Let him know who to send his CV to.

Sheep Take
Over the 

Playground 

Congratulations to 
Ammy Fellows (Cnoc 
Bhan, Vatisker), who 
won the Area 1 Pony 
Club Easter Bonnet 
Competition. Ammy 
and her bonnet then 
went forward to the 
final, which was judged by the British equestrian and 
six-time Olympian Mary King MBE.

Ammy was awarded the runner-up title for the Scotland, 
North and Northern Ireland region. Well done Ammy!

‘Eggstra-
ordinary’ 
Easter 
Bonnet 
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Stalemate Continues

The stalemate continued through the summer. 
In May the raiders sent a letter to the Board of 
Agriculture. It stated: ‘We beg to inform you that 
we are now finished planting our potatoes and 

sowing our seed on the farms. Now, seeing the 
proprietor’s stock is still on the ground and liable to 

damage our crops at any time, we cannot afford to let sheep and cattle 
wander about at leisure through our crops. We have wives and children 
depending on us, and we hope you will take the necessary steps, as we 
know it lays in your power to do so, to clear the stock from the farms 
without delay. As you are aware, we have spent hundreds of pounds in 
labour and seed. Therefore we cannot afford to leave our crops at the 
mercy of Lord Leverhulme’s sheep and cattle’. 

At the same time as this appeal was made, the raiders and their sympa-
thisers protested that their side of the matter was not fairly represented, 
referring in particular to what they called the ‘one-sided character’ of 
a meeting held in Stornoway on 14 May. At that meeting 
resolutions were passed to be sent to the Secretary of State. 
One, with regard to the delay in providing land for the ex-servicemen, 
expressed the view that it seemed to take the British Government a 
longer time to share out the land than it took the soldiers and sailors to 
conquer the enemy.

On 24 May a letter on behalf of the raiders from ‘the ex-servicemen of 
Coll’, and signed by Donald Campbell and Angus Graham, was pub-
lished in the Stornoway Gazette. It was a response to what they described 
as a ‘most gushing account’ of the meeting held in Stornoway. They stat-
ed that they ‘fail[ed] to see why any supporters of the Company that now 
owns the Lewis should be so ungrateful as to protest against our action 
after all we did in the war to defend the land for the Company, although 
we did not know then that our reward would be small’. They pointed out 
it was claimed that the farms were needed to provide milk for Stornoway, 
which the two farms had never done, being ‘under sheep’ at that time. 
The letter ended passionately by stating, ‘The day the Lewis people are 
divorced from the land they will all the more be at the mercy of capital-
ists, for then they must accept any wages offered to them or starve’.

In June the raiders wrote to Lord Leverhulme offering him to pay a 
fair rent for the lands they occupied. The men ‘profess[ed] to be ani-
mated by friendly feelings towards his Lordship and his schemes’, the 
Glasgow Herald reported. The response was anything but conciliatory or 
even sympathetic. He did offer to meet the men, but only if they were 
to ‘reinstate themselves as honest men [and] vacate the land you have 
illegally entered upon’. He stated their actions were ‘selfishly adopted’, 
and would ‘force the other landless men to emigrate. Rather petulantly, 
he continued ‘your action can only result, in a year or two, in your crops 
being raided and the fruits of your industry being taken by midnight 
thieves. The act of theft that you have committed will encourage other 
acts of theft. Your crops will not be safe, and, finally, your wives and 
children and your own lives will not be safe’.

The raiders responded on 22 June with 
a strongly worded letter. They con-
sidered Leverhulme’s letter to be an 
‘extra-ordinary communication’. The 
letter, as impassioned as was Lord 
Leverhulme’s, pointedly said, ‘In the 
course of your long tirade you make 
frequent appeals to us to observe law 
and order forgetting that our record as 
law-abiding citizens will compare not 
unfavourably with yours’. The letter 
also included a ‘sporting offer’: if all 
the lands not already under crofting 
were made available to those who want 
to work, they would gladly share Coll 
and Gress with any who had not found 
room elsewhere. It was probably a ges-
ture made knowing it had no chance of 
being accepted. There was also a second 
offer of meeting Leverhulme at any 
time, ‘even though [he had] described 
them as thieves’.

There was little hope of any concilia-
tion, let alone a conclusion to the dead-
lock. Indeed, the Scotsman of 15 June 
described it as ‘a deadlock which may 
be followed in the not so remote future 
with destitution has occurred in the 
Lews’. It mentioned that the primary 
cause was the obstinacy of the raid-
ers, but the same could be said of Lord 
Leverhulme. A letter in the Scotsman 
suggested that there was no reason 
why the industrial scheme should not 
proceed along with the land settle-
ment. Similar words had been used 
by the local Member of Parliament, Dr 
Murray, both in the House of Commons 
and at a meeting in Glasgow the previ-
ous spring. 

At this time Dr Murray, was going to 
step in, with a visit to Lewis. This was at 
the request of his Election Committee. 
However, in June he announced the 
postponement of his visit at the urgent 
request of the Secretary of State, as 
important negotiations were proceed-
ing in London. His telegram conclud-
ed, ‘Impress need of conciliatory spirit 
all round’. Was a compromise to be 

The Land Raids Continued: 1920 (Part 3)
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arrived at? The answer proved to be no. 

Meanwhile there was work to be done 
on the farms. As the Scotsman reported 
on 11 September, ‘the ex-servicemen... 
are now busy with their harvesting 
operations, no fewer than twenty of 
them being engaged at present in cut-
ting oats and other crops’. There was no 
way they were going to accede to the 
resolution passed at yet another meet-
ing held in Stornoway calling on the 
Secretary of State to remove the raiders. 
It was also reputed that some men had 
been incited to remove the raiders by 
force, but the latter declared that they 
were ready for such a contingency, and 
that any man who was foolish enough to 
interfere would face the consequences.

The Secretary of State, Robert Munro, pro-
posed in August to visit Lewis later in the year, 
to meet with raiders and to study the problem 
on the spot. He was far from sure of success, 
but it was a duty he felt he should undertake. 
Before the proposed date of the visit, both 
sides pressed their causes. The raiders wrote 
to Munro, stating they would rather ‘remain 
poor, if independent’. The pro-Leverhulme 
lobby organised meetings throughout the 
island. 

The Secretary of State’s visit was postponed 
indefinitely, but it was announced later that 
in October his place would be taken by the 
Lord Advocate, T.B. Morrison. The Glasgow 
Herald reported that ‘the people of Stornoway 
frequently scanned the expanse of the Minch 
to-day for a sight of the Fishery Board cruiser 
Minna, which, it was understood, was to 
bear to the town early in the forenoon the 
Lord Advocate, Mr T.B. Morrison, on his 
mission to Lewis as the representative of the 
Government to deal with the agrarian tan-
gle which has for so long excited the island 
population. They looked in vain’. Plans were 
hastily rearranged for the following day. 
Ex-servicemen opposed to the raiders organ-
ised a demonstration for the hour of the Lord 
Advocate’s arrival, and representatives of the 
various local authorities, town, county and 
parish, and of the estate, arranged to meet 
with Mr Morrison. As the newspaper stated, 
‘the engagement, however, which is arousing 

most interest is his meeting with the raiders at Coll and Gress, to which 
places the Lord Advocate [would] probably motor in the course of the 
day’. The correspondent added, ‘the chances of his success are being 
much discussed locally, and there are both pessimists and optimists. The 
only safe conclusion is that speculation is idle, at all events until after the 
Lord Advocate has had his meeting with the raiders’.

On their eventual arrival, some twenty-four hours late, the party imme-
diately travelled to the Back district. The Stornoway Gazette of 9 October 
gave a detailed account of the visit. 

They were met by Mr. Donald Campbell, one of the raiders at Coll. They 
visited the home of one of the men, by whose wife they were entertained, 
and afterwards visited the land at Gress. There they inspected, from the 
outside, several of the small houses erected there by the raiders, proceeding 
thence to the School-house at Back, where they were met by a deputation of 
some 14 or 15 of the men, and with whom a conference was held.

 The writ (or a copy of it)
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After the conference an official report was produced. It stated that the 
purpose of the visit was to find some way of relieving the deadlock. The 
Advocate suggested that the men should vacate the land, and if that 
were done the Board of Agriculture would then have an opportunity of 
considering the whole problem of land settlement. It was pointed out 
that this would result in four families becoming homeless, and to meet 
this difficulty it was suggested that temporary huts be provided by the 
Board. After the discussion it was decided that after the delegation met 
with other landless people of the district before reaching a decision 
within ten days.

When the visitors were leaving, the men accompanied them to their cars, 
and as they drove off the deputation gathered at the school gate and 
gave three cheers, accompanied by the waving of caps and hats.

The Lord Advocate wrote the raiders a letter that day. He felt that the 
best course of action would be for the men to quit the farms by 11 
November.

During the afternoon of the same day, a mass meeting of ex-servicemen 
was organised in Perceval Square, at the end of which they resolved to 
put their views to the Lord Advocate. In the evening he met a delega-
tion from these ex-servicemen, and heard their grievances regarding the 
stopping of work on the island.

The Lord Advocate’s Response

The Lord Advocate issued a statement in which he said there was noth-
ing essentially antagonistic between the land settlement policy and 
industrial schemes on the island. He felt that there could be a reasonable 
solution if, as suggested, the raiders withdrew, and Lord Leverhulme 
would take a more reasonable line. He considered the confrontation to 
be due to ‘misunderstandings, extreme views and extreme measures’. 

The question now was, would there be any concession by either of the 
two sides? Rumours circulated that Lord Leverhulme would not resume 
his schemes, whether or not the raiders left the farms. This led to an 
exchange of telegrams between the secretary of the ex-servicemen and 
Leverhulme, after the former had visited some of the raiders at Back. 
The telegram to Leverhulme read, ‘I understand raiders are preparing 
to leave farms illegally seized by them. Would you deny rumours that 
works are not going to be restarted?’ The reply came back that there was 
no truth in the rumours. But Leverhulme insisted that in addition to 
vacating the land, the raiders had to pledge not to resume raiding next 
spring, nor for ten years. A subsequent telegram added that the earli-
est date any development work could commence would be the end of 
March or early April the following year.

This certainly did not appear to be a balanced compromise. On the one 
hand, the raiders withdraw completely and wait for a decision by the 
Board of Agriculture, while Lord Leverhulme adds quite severe condi-
tions to his side. 

Following this, Stornoway Town 
Council and the Lewis District 
Committee of the County Council col-
lected signatures urging the Secretary 
of State to agree to Leverhulme’s 
request for a ten-year moratorium on 
land re-settlement schemes. Pressure 
was exerted by influential people in 
communities throughout the island 
to get people to agree ‘for at least ten 
years not to take part in the illegal 
raiding of any farms in Lewis, so as 
to give His Lordship the necessary 
opportunity and support he requires 
to make his schemes a success’.

Donald Shaw returned to Lewis on 
15 October. The following morning, 
he met with the raiders. Prior to the 
meeting he had met informally with 
Donald Campbell and Murdo Graham 
possibly to finalise a plan of campaign. 
The meeting with the body of raid-
ers lasted over two hours and was 
conducted in private. Immediately it 
was finished, an announcement was 
made that the raiders were agreeable 
to evacuate the farms; this was to 
allow the Board of Agriculture and 
the Government to deal with the ques-
tion of land settlement, and to allow 
the reinstatement of the large number 
of workers laid off on account of the 
stoppage of the development schemes. 
This decision was made largely on the 
advice of Donald Shaw. 

A letter to the Lord Advocate was 
drafted and approved, and Mr Shaw 
was instructed to deliver the letter. The 
Highland News concluded its report 
by stating that ‘in answer to a query 
put to him about the situation, Mr 
Shaw was reported to have expressed 
great hopes of a “modus vivendi”’, an 
arrangement or agreement allowing 
conflicting parties to coexist peace-
fully, either indefinitely or until a final 
settlement is reached.

Colin Tucker
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Game shot at Gress in 1894
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Gethin and 
Millie (sent 

in by Ann 
Morgan) 

 My name is Marlowe (my nickname is Beans). 
I live in Glasgow with my servants, who cater to 
my every whim. My hobbies are sleeping, eating 
and shouting at seagulls. I am also the floofiest 
cat of all time. Oh, and you’ll know my Granny 
Back, Chirsty Ann Ghedaidh.

Bozie the Bear from Aird Tong; you'd never guess  
Bozie was 14 years old! 

 Cooper lives in Back with the Anderson 
family

 Meet Alfie Macritichie, 5 Aird Tong, 
who lives with Leah and Ryan 

 Arlo lives in New Street, Back, and shadows 
Andrew wherever he goes!

Collies Pip and Ben from Upper Coll 

 This is Sasha who lives with Amelia and Harris at Taigh 
Gone. She is 10 and loves eating ham and climbing trees! Pet 

Corner

 Cubby is the first lamb of Lavender, Kara's pet 
lamb that appeared in one of our 2018 Pet Corner 
features. Kara lives in Abernethy and was devastated 
not to make it to 47 Back to help with lambing. Uncle 
Kevin is keeping the young shepherdess apprised of 
the situation with live videos from the croft. 

Material for publication in the JUNE issue of Loch a Tuath News 
must be in before MONDAY 18 MAY 2020


