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We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 

Fàilte
Welcome to the november issue of Loch a’ 
Tuath News. As I write this, we are assailed 
by stormy weather, in great contrast to the 
beautiful autumn weather at the beginning 
of the school break, and which many folk 
enjoyed in Inverness when at the mòd. 
Indeed, the magazine is full of news and 
photos from the Royal national mòd where 
adults and children from Loch a’ Tuath 
competed with great success.

If your appetite was whetted last month, 
read the conclusion to Allan ogston’s 
account of Torquil Macleod, the Man with 
Two Graves is concluded. Follow the 
progress of Bùth Thunga, find out about 
Canine Capers and read about George 
Graham’s Arctic Star in Letter to the Editor. 
Councillor Catriona Stewart writes this 
month’s Comhairle Column and there are 
of course many other favourite features.

once more it is the time of year for nomina-
tions for the Loch a’ Tuath News Citizenship 
Award, 2014. The nomination form and 
details can be found on Page 7 of your 
magazine. Last year, George moody was 
the worthy recipient and there was a bump-
er number of nominees and votes then. 
Please ensure there are even more this 
year!

Remembrance Day once more approaches, 
and you are reminded of the Remembrance 
Day Service on Sunday 9 november at 
10.45 a.m, at the Back War memorial.

The community at large was saddened 
by the sudden death of norman macrae 
(Tormod Scotch) in east Kilbride, as 

was the Loch a’ Tuath News Committee. 
norman had been a very active member of 
the committee and carried out his duties of 
distributing the magazine very diligently. He 
was a true gentleman who made a mark on 
many people in all walks of life. A tribute to 
Tormod can be read in the Back/vatisker 
news.

I am pleased to be able to include this 
personal tribute from mal macleod, who 
succeeded norman in the magazine dis-
tribution, and who helped norman with 
distribution when necessary. 

‘Tormod and I were friends from the time 
that the family returned from America. We 
both did the Textile course at Lews Castle 
College, went to college in Galashiels and 
were in the same digs for a time. After 
College we worked together in the old 
Tod’s mill in Stornoway.  This was where 
he met Ina. Shortly afterwards he decided 
to join the police and moved to Glasgow 
and although our paths didn’t cross so 
often since then, our friendship survived 
the years, and it was a great pleasure to 
renew the ties when he and Ina moved 
back to Stornoway on his retirement. It is 
hard to believe that he is now gone and our 
thoughts are with Ina and the family who 
meant so much to him.’

Finally, Kenny A. maciver, a founder mem-
ber of Loch a’ Tuath News, received his 
oBe at Buckingham Palace in october and 
we are delighted to report on that occasion. 
once more we congratulate Coinneach on 
receiving the Honour.
Anna Tucker

Front cover: Kenny Maciver with his wife 
Ishbel, son Andrew and daughter Donna 
at Buckingham Palace in October, when 
Kenny received his OBE.
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As NA 
BAilteAN

anniversary reunion in Aberdeen in 
September. His time in Scotland was 
limited but he was able to spend time 
with his brother norman and fam-
ily in Cults, Aberdeen and his sister 
margaret in Glasgow. margaret sadly 
passed away shortly after he returned 
to Canada. 

Duncan’s visit coincided with the ref-
erendum excitement and having a 
keen interest in politics, he followed 
the debates closely.  He noticed 
among other things how the years 
have brought about so many changes 
in the homes and the absence of 
many of the people he once knew so 
well.  The sentiments expressed by 
another Canadian exile on a return 
visit to eilean an Fhraoich were ech-
oed by Duncan as he looked around:

“Ach shir mi a’ mhuinntir bha dlùth ann 
an dàimh dhomh

‘S a thaisbean dhomh caoibhneas am 
naoidhean gun treòir

Cha robh iad rim faghinn a-nis anns 
a’ bhaile

Bha ‘n àiteachan falamh air talamh 
nam beò.

(George Murray)

The Late Norman MacRae - 
Tormod Scotch

Norman Macrae

The whole community, as well as many 
other parts of the island and else-
where, were shocked and saddened 
on hearing that norman macRae had 
passed away very suddenly in hos-
pital in east Kilbride, after a short 
illness.  norrie was the younger son 

BAck/VAtisker
Sympathy

on 8th october we heard the sad 
news that margaret Gray (mairead 
Sheumais a’ Ghobha), formerly of 
52 vatisker, had passed away at 
her home in Drumchapel, Glasgow, 
aged 93 years. Her funeral to Gress 
cemetery took place a week later. 
We offer our sincere condolences 
to her sons William, James, Duncan 
and Andrew, as well as her brothers 
norman, Duncan and neil and the 
extended family following their sad 
loss. A tribute to margaret will appear 
in next month’s Loch a Tuath news. 

The Editor

Diamond Wedding

Congratulations and best wish-
es are sent to William and Peggy 
mairi macDonald, Fasgadh 53 
vatisker.  They celebrated their 
Diamond Wedding anniversary on 
16th September.  Although many who 
rejoiced with them three score years 
ago are no longer living, it is remark-
able that all members of their bridal 
party were able to be with them on 
this special day. ‘S math a rinn sibh 
le cheile agus se ar dùrachd gum 
faigh sibh iomadh bliadhna shona eile 
còmhladh.

Home from Canada

Dr Duncan murray - Donnchadh 
Sheumais - happened to be on a short 
visit to The Anvil and being an old 
friend of the Diamond couple, called in 
at Fasgadh to pass on his congratula-
tions and good wishes to William and 
Peggy mairi.  Duncan was at home 
attending his own 60th graduation 

of the late Angus (Scotch) and Ishbel 
macRae, 46 vatisker.  There were two 
other siblings in the macRae family - 
Ishbel, the eldest died in Glasgow at 
the age of 34 years and Angus died 
sixteen years ago.  norman, like the 
other members of his family, was born 
in Detroit, USA, seventy three years 
ago.  His parents were well-known 
and popular members of the Island 
and Highland immigrant community, 
many of whom had gone there in the 
1920s.  Although life in the States for 
the macRae family came to an end in 
1947, when norman was just 6 years 
of age, Detroit remained very vivid in 
his memory for the rest of his life.

Life of course was very different in 
Lewis.  There was no electricity, no 
running water and no inside toilet 
facilities.  norman received his pri-
mary education in Back School begin-
ning with Katag mhurchaidh who was 
in charge of the infant department.  
During his years in Back he formed 
lifelong friendships with Spaidsidh, 
the Goc, Lemon, Tiny and Uilleam 
John Alex, Cab and Peem amongst 
many others.  From Back School he 
progressed to Lews Castle College.  
There he studied in the textile depart-
ment before advancing to the Textile 
College in Galashiels where he gained 
distinction in practical and theoretical 
subjects with the result that he could 
have made his mark and achieve 
success in any aspect or part of that 
industry.

In 1961, however, he made an equally 
impressive career change.  He joined 
the City of Glasgow Police Force and 
in a short time he was promoted to 
the rank of Detective Sergeant in 
1973.  Five years later he became Neil and Duncan Murray
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Detective Inspector and this was fol-
lowed by becoming Chief Inspector in 
1984.  In this same year he became 
Detective Superintendent in charge 
of Strathclyde Police Drug Squad. In 
1990 he was appointed Sub Divisional 
officer in Glasgow City Centre. norrie 
retired in 1992 with over 30 years 
Police Service and despite rising to 
such high ranks in public life and ser-
vice he remained a humble and per-
sonable individual - a man of striking 
appearance, great strength of charac-
ter and sincere Christian values.

In his retirement he was ever ready 
to support many voluntary organisa-
tions as well as Community Groups 
connected with public welfare and 
wellbeing.  norrie was a very reliable 
and diligent member of the Loch a’ 
Tuath news Committee and his sup-
port was greatly missed when he and 
Ina returned to east Kilbride.  The 
Free Church congregation in east 
Kilbride to which he and Ina were 
attached will now miss norrie’s pres-
ence and loyal support, this practical 
service he always considered a labour 
of love.  We extend to his sorrowing 
widow Ina, his son Innes and daugh-
ters Jacqueline and Fiona and their 
beloved grandchildren our heartfelt 
sympathy.

coll
Thank You

A huge thank you to all those who 
so kindly supported the Coffee & 
Cake morning held in outend Coll on 
Saturday 18th october to raise funds 
for Clic Sargent and macmillan. over 
£600 was raised for both these chari-
ties thanks to your amazing generos-
ity.

In Hospital

Get well wishes go to Jessie Bell 
mackay, 60 Coll (Banntrach Aonghas 
Coidh ) who has been in hospital after 
a nasty fall in her home. After being 
in the Western Isles Hospital she 
was transferred to Raigmore Hospital 

Inverness but we are pleased she 
is back now to the Western Isles 
Hospital where we hope she keeps 
up her steady progress. Hurry home, 
Jessie. Caldo will be missing you.

Get well wishes also to Iain macdonald, 
27 Coll (Iain Bhunet ) who has been in 
the Western Isles Hospital. We hope 
Iain, you are feeling better and making 
steady progress.

Birthday Greetings

many happy returns to mary Ann 
macleod, 42a Coll (Banntrach Iain 
Darraidh) who celebrated her 90th 
Birthday. may you have many more 
birthdays to celebrate with your family.

Bereavements 

our sympathy goes to Peggy, John 
norman and Conall, “Columbia” 42b 
Coll, on the death of Peggy’s granny, 
Dina morrison of Springfield Road, 
Stornoway. All her family, friends and 
neighbours are in our thoughts at this 
sad time.

our sympathy also goes to Dollag 
morrison, 82 Coll, on the sudden 
death of her cousin Peggy Lurachan, 
formerly of Tong but who had been 
living on the mainland. It’s only been a 
couple of months since the three sets 
of twins were in the LATn, Peggy, her 
twin Annie, Katie Ann with her twin 
mary Joan and Katie Ann’s twin grand-
daughters.It is so sad now to hear the 
link has been broken. We also extend 
our sympathy to her brother Alistair 
and family, their only brother and all 
family friends and neighbours.

Royal National Mod 

Congratulations to all those who took 
part in the Royal national mod in 
Inverness and for a change the weath-
er behaved itself to get you all back 
safely. now you have to start prepar-
ing for next year in oban. Well done 
to all.

Allison mackay, granddaughter of 
Willie and Ishbel, outend Coll, came 
first in the Under 13 Girls Traditional 

Solo singing at this year’s Royal 
national mod in Inverness. Allison 
was also awarded the TSB Trophy for 
the highest marks in Gaelic.  She is 
tutored by Annie macleod, Tong and 
would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Annie for all her help in prepar-
ing for this year’s mod. ‘S math a rinn 
thu, Allison.

Gress
New Baby

Tearlach Aonghas

Congratulations to Johann (murray) 
and Reverend Hugh Stewart 
(Bernera) on the birth of their son 
Tearlach Aonghas murray Stewart on 
3rd october. This is the third grand-
child for Donald and Catherine Rose 
murray, 13 Gress. We wish them all 
the best.

Congratulations

Le Chèile, a Scottish Gaelic and Irish 
Gaelic Debate was held in edinburgh 
and Isabelle Bain won the  prize as 
the best Gaelic speaker. Well done 
Isabelle.

Allison Mackay
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We also congratulate all the competi-
tors from Gress who did so well at the 
mod.

Condolences

our sympathy goes to eilidh and mark 
macleod (Tòthan) on the death of her 
granny maisie mackay of Harris and 
also to Angus maclennan and family 
as maisie was his aunt. our thoughts 
are with all the rest of the family.

toNG
Wedding Congratulations

Ali and Amanda

Heartiest Congratulations to Alasdair 
and Amanda macleod who got married 
on the 12th of September at Stornoway 
Free Church. Alasdair is the son of 
Joyce and norman (nomie) macleod, 
Back. Amanda is the daughter of Kay 
and martin macleod Stornoway. The 
newly married couple have set up 
home at Clachan Biorach, Tong. We 
send them our best wishes for a long 
and happy marriage together.

Village Condolences
We extend our sincere condolences 
to mrs margaret milne, 39 Aird Tong, 
and her family, following the passing 
of margaret’s sister Sandra Stephen 
in Bethesda Hospice.

We also send our sincere condo-
lences to George and maureen 
macDonald and their family following 
the death of maureen’s father, Donald 
murray macleod, recently. George 
and maureen lived at Sunndach, 
milking Hill, Aird Tong but moved to 61 
newton Park, Kirkhill, Inverness-shire 
last year.

Anne macDonald, 2B Aird Tong lost 
her mother who lived in Stornoway 

in recent days. We remember Anne 
and the rest of her family at this very 
difficult time, and extend heartfelt sym-
pathy to them all.

Peggy (Lurachan) Crichton passed 
away on 21st of october. Peggy lived 
in Alness but her family home was 9 
milking Hill, Aird Tong. We send our 
sincere sympathy to her two sons at 
this sad time. We also send our con-
dolences to her beloved twin sister 
Annie, brother Alasdair and younger 
twin sisters mary Joan and Katie Ann 
and all their families at this time.

Upper coll
Condolences

We are sorry to report the death of 
Kenny John Graham, late of 33 Upper 
Coll, on 5 october 2014. Kenny had 
been unwell for some time and passed 
away in Bethesda Hospice. The sym-
pathy of the community goes to his 
brother murdo in Back, his brother 
Angus in California, his brother John 
in Sydney, and their families at this 
very sad time. 

Wedding

our heartiest congratulations go to 
Dawn and Alasdair who were mar-
ried in Daviot Church, Inverness on 1 
August 2014.

Dawn and Alasdair

Dawn is the daughter of Joan and 
Calum maclean 50 Upper Coll. 
Alasdair is the son of Dai and the late 
Chrissie morrison, ebenezer, Scalpay, 
Harris. The reception was held in 
Bogbain Barn Inverness.  We wish 
Dawn and Alasdair well as they begin 
their married life together. 

Investiture

on 9 november 2014, Kenny maciver 
(mac Yaach), with his wife Ishbel, 

daughter Donna and son Andrew visit-
ed Buckingham Palace, where Kenny 
received his oBe from Her Royal 
Highness, the Queen. A photograph 
of the occasion can be seen on the 
front cover of this issue of LATn and a 
report can be read on Page 6.

meal do naidheadhachd, a’ Choinnich!

Royal National Mod Success

Koren and Alex John 

Well done to all the participants from 
Coluarach at the mòd, for some it was 
their first experience and hopefully 
it will have whetted their appetite for 
more.

many congratulations go to Koren 
murray Pickering, on her success at 
the Royal national mòd. Koren won 
the Silver medal for Girls’ Traditional 
Singing, age 13-15, and also came first 
with Alex John morrison in the Duet 
Competition for the same age group. 
Koren, a granddaughter of Dòmhnall 
Phòisean, first learned her singing of 
Gaelic songs from her grandmother, 
Peigi Bheag.

Congratulations also go to Ceitlin 
Smith, Dell, ness, nighean Dòmhnall 
Uilleam aig Catriona Phoisean. Ceitlin 
won the Ladies’ Traditional Gold 
medal. She and Koren are second 
cousins.

Ceitlin Smith
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Dear Loch a’ Tuath

This is a picture of the Arctic 
Star medal which I applied for 
on behalf of my father, George 
Graham, Seòras a’ Bhutt.

my father was lucky to survive 
this horrendous campaign and 
I believe it took a toll on him for 
the rest of his living days. He 
never spoke of this period in 
his life and I’m not sure how he 
would have reacted to receiving 
a medal for his part in the con-
flict. I, however, feel very proud 
and honoured to have received 
it on his behalf.

Commander eddie Grenfell, 
aged ninety three, was the lead-
er of a sixteen year long cam-
paign on behalf of all the ser-
vice men who took part in the Arctic convoy and finally 
got recognition for the veterans of the convoys, which 
they so rightly deserved. more than 3,000 British 
naval and merchant seamen died between 1941 and 

1945 on the convoys, risk-
ing their lives, braving sub-
zero temperatures, ferocious 
seas and the constant gaunt-
let of German warplanes and 
U-boats.

The convoy carried four mil-
lion tonnes of cargo includ-
ing tanks, warplanes, fuel 
and food to northern Russia 
to slow the advances of the 
German army. more than 
66,000 Royal navy sailors 
and merchant seamen took 
part in whatWinston Churchill 
described as the ‘worst jour-
ney in the world’. eighty-seven 
merchant ships and eighteen 
Royal navy warships were 
sunk during the conflict.

The Arctic Star medal was 
well overdue but now their sacrifice has been properly 
recognised. 

Norman Graham, Nottingham. 

Letter to the Editor

George Graham’s Arctic Star

The community was delighted when Kenny maciver, 
11 Upper Coll, was awarded the oBe in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours List in June.  Kenny’s award was 
made in recognition of his vast contribution to Gaelic 
Broadcasting and for his varied work in the commu-
nity.

on Thursday, 9 october, Kenny, accompanied by his 
wife Ishbel, daughter Donna and son Andrew, made 
the journey to Buckingham Palace where Kenny was 
presented with his medal by Her majesty the Queen.

on being asked what Her majesty’s conversation with 
Kenny was, after the presention of his oBe medal, 
Kenny said, ‘she asked me about my work and I was 
able to tell her I did a daily programme in Gaelic from 
Stornoway. She also had a word about the Lewis 
weather’. 

Following the ceremony at the Palace, Coinneach’s 
family treated him to a surprise afternoon tea at the 
Ritz. He was apparently hugely embarrassed when 
the in-house pianist started to play Congratulations 
and the fancy waiter walked through the tearoom and 

presented him with a cake (topped with candle!) say-
ing ‘Congratulations Coinneach OBE’. 

In all, it was obviously a day to remember!

At the Palace 
Kenneth A. Maciver OBE Coinneach with his oBe medal
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monday 1st September arrived at last, and thirteen 
young senior citizens met in Stornoway to board the ferry 
at 06.30 to travel to Ullapool.  The crossing was calm, 
much to everyone’s relief, and we boarded the bus for 
Inverness. There we were picked up by Spa coaches and 
headed off to Lovat Lodge in nairn. on our arrival we had 

a friendly welcome and were allocated our rooms and 
then soup, sandwiches and tea was offered to us all. The 
sun was shining and we relaxed on the terrace before 
going to unpack and then explore our surroundings.

We went to a Coffee morning in the United Reformed 
Church and the following morning to 
the Free Church and were made very 
welcome in both of them.

We enjoyed our outings to Baxters in 
Fochabers and to Brodie Countryfare 
and Christie’s Garden Centre. most 
important of all, was shopping in 
Inverness!  everyone availed them-
selves of this opportunity and the 
result was once again returning home 
with a very full case and extra bags!

In the evenings we had entertain-
ment and took part in a sing-a-long 
of Scottish songs.

A lovely holiday was had by all. The 
hotel was really comfortable and the 
staff very attentive and caring. The 
companionship between us made 
the trip even better.

Back Cairdeas Holiday 2014

Cairdeas outside the Lovat Lodge, Nairn, about to go on an outing

The readership of the Loch a Tuath news is invited to submit nominations for the Loch a Tuath news 
Citizenship Award for 2014.  You may nominate an individual or a group who, in your estimation, has 
made a significant contribution to, or has enhanced the reputation of, the Loch a Tuath communities 
over the past year.

All nominations will be confidential, but no anonymous nominations will be accepted.  nominations 
may be deposited in the box at Gordon’s shop, or sent to the Loch a Tuath news Chairman, Willie 
maclean, 42b Coll by 1st December using the cut-out form below.  If you do not wish to cut up 
your copy of the Loch a Tuath news you can send your nomination on a separate piece of paper 
including the relevant information required below.  Alternatively you may e-mail your nomination to 
the Chairman (see the contact details on page 2).

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I wish to nominate ____________________________________

for the Loch a Tuath news Citizenship Award 2014

Reason (optional):

Signed:     __________________________________________________________________

Address:   __________________________________________________________________

Loch a’ Tuath News Citizenship Award 2014
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From the Manse

‘Jim, it’s Jesus.’

Jim was a shabby old man who would go into his local 
church at noon every day and come out again after just a 
few minutes.  The minister was intrigued.  What could he 
be doing?  He informed the church caretaker and asked 
him to question the old man.  

‘I go to pray,’ the old man said in reply to the caretaker’s 
questioning.  ‘Come now,’ said the caretaker, ‘you are 
never long enough in the church to pray.’

‘Well, you see,’ the shabby old man went on, ‘I cannot pray 
a long prayer, but every day at 12 noon I just comes and 
says, ‘Jesus, it’s Jim’ and waits a minute and then comes 
away.  It’s just a little prayer, but I’m sure He hears me.’

When Jim was injured some time later and taken to hospi-
tal, he had a wonderful influence in the ward.  Grumbling 
patients became cheerful and often the ward would ring 
with laughter.

‘Well, Jim,’ said the ward sister to him one day, ‘the men 
say you are responsible for bringing cheer to the ward.  
They say you are always happy.’

‘Aye, sister, that I am.  I can’t help being happy.  You see, 
it’s my visitor.  every day He makes me happy.’

‘Your visitor?’  The sister was puzzled.  She always noticed 
that Jim’s chair was empty on visiting days, for he was a 
lonely old man, with no relations.  ‘Your visitor?  But when 
does he come?’

‘every day,’ Jim replied, the light in his eyes growing 
brighter. ‘Yes, every day at twelve o’clock He comes and 
stands at the foot of my bed and says.., 

‘Jim, it’s Jesus.’

Jim’s testimony teaches us that the best and most effec-
tive prayers are not always the longest and most skilfully 
worded.

Prayer doesn’t require and IQ test.  Sometimes in prayer 
we may feel lost for words, not knowing what to say, as we 
contemplate the wonder and love of Jesus.  

Just like Jim, we too can be true to ourselves, without 
pretence, simply be saying ‘it’s me.’  Jim had discovered 
that honest and open approach to prayer.  He also found 
a simple trust in Jesus.  

Have you? 

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the com-
munity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services 
in Back and Tong during november 2014 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 2 November
12pm:  mr Joe macphee (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Alasdair I macleod

Sunday 9 November - Remembrance Sunday
12 noon: Rev Alasdair I macleod
6pm:  Rev Calum I macleod  

Sunday 16 November - Back Conference Weekend
12 noon: Rev Chris macrae
6pm:  Rev Chris macrae

Sunday 23 November - 'Back to Church' Day
10:30am: Rev Alasdair I macleod
12 noon: Rev Calum I macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I macleod
Sunday 30 November
10:30am: Rev Calum I macleod
12 noon: Rev Calum I macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Alasdair I macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 2 November
10:30am: Rev Alasdair I macleod 

Sunday 9 November
6pm:  mr neil murray  (Gaelic)

Sunday 23 November
12 noon: mr Andrew macleod

November Service Times 

A mission, outreach and evangelism Conference will 
be held in the church hall from Friday 14th – Sunday 
16th november.  The main speaker will be Rev Chris 
macrae, Kilmallie and Ardnamurchan Free Church.  
Following Friday evening, and Saturday morning’s 
conference and light lunch, there will be the opportu-
nity for a door to door outreach from Tong to Gress on 
Saturday afternoon.  This will be based on encourag-
ing a ‘back to church’ day (earmarked for Sunday 23rd 
november).  Prayer teams will meet in the church hall 
during the door to door outreach.  Sunday 16th will 
include an all-day comprehensive youth programme of 
events, with lunch and supper provided.  This will run 
in conjunction with YF and Back Alive. 

Friday 14th november – 7.30 pm
Saturday 15th november – 11 am
Sunday 16th november – 12 noon & 6 pm (Church)

Back Conference Weekend
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Torquil Macleod

We conclude the story of Torquil Macleod, contrib-
uted by Allan Ogston, (mac Oirig Allan Steam) of 
Ottawa. Torquil was an ancestor of Allan’s, from 
North Tolsta. At the end of the previous instalment, 
Allan’s cousin Murray Swanston, had received this 
newspaper clipping from Mary Hewson, a reporter 
on the High Prairie Peace Newspaper. 

A Story of a Man with Two Graves

GRAVE SITE FOUND

on may 25, murray Swanson of Richmond B.C. over-
nighted in High Prairie as part of a cycling trip to visit 
the grave site of Cst. Torquil macleod a cousin of his 
who died in 1915 in Grouard. macleod was a mem-
ber of the north West mounted police, a veteran of 
the north West Rebellion who was inflicted with snow 
blindness during that time and was kept on as a spe-
cial constable. macleod ended his days in Grouard, 
and his cousin, Swanson found out about the grave 
site from a montreal cousin who was researching 
the family tree. Swanson an inveterate cyclist, flew 
to Peace River, and cycled from there to High prairie 
to visit the grave site, only to discover it was not the 
right Grouard but in the Kapown Anglican cemetery. 
That was too far for him to cycle in the few hours he 
had remaining before having to return to make plane 
connections back to B.C. Since he did not have 
time to visit the grave site he returned to B.C. with 
thoughts of returning one day with more time.

The South Peace news ran a story about Swanson's 
visit in its June 2 edition. Clint nichols who was 
raised in Salt Prairie, saw the story, and came for-
ward with a photograph of the grave site taken by his 

The graveyard at Grouard

parents in may of 1957. nichols said his uncle, Sgt 
Don mcIntyre, a staff Sargent with the RCmP based 
in Regina saw the grave  visit to relatives in the area 
in the late 1950s or early 1960s. Seeing its rundown 
condition he reported it to the RCmP department in 
charge of historical grave sites.

That department, having no knowledge of any living 
relatives, had macleod's body removed to a per-
manent burial site in the RCmP graveyard in Fort 
macleod Alberta. "So we thought it rather strange 
when a relative turned up," said nichols after read-
ing about Swanson's visit. nichols phoned Swanson 
in Richmond and forwarded him a copy of the pho-
tograph. Shown above, it is the picture taken by 
nichol's parents of the headstone which was on 
macleod's grave site near Grouard.

The story of Torquil's grave does not end here, there 
was a further twist to the tale! The following article 
appeared in the Canadian Legion publication of 
September 1994.

A MYSTERY WITH TWO PLOTS
by Nancy Millar

If I was a mystery writer I'd call this The Case of The 
missing macLeods but as I am not, I'll call it one of 
my Best Graveyard Discoveries. I am writing a book 
about Alberta graveyards and generally I expect to 
find one grave per person although Albertans are 
such a modest lot when it comes to our last resting 
places that sometimes we go silently into that long 
night. In other words, if there's an exception to the 
one grave per person rule, it's on the no grave per 
person side.

no wonder I was so surprised to find two graves for 
one person. It wasn't like us at all. It all started in 
Grouard in northern Alberta in 1991 one balmy day in 
may when I decided to explore two abandoned cem-
eteries. one had been an Anglican mission cemetery 
and the other Roman Catholic. They are hard to find 
now but eventually I stared down the cows in the pas-
tures around the grave yards and found a few remain-
ing grave markers. most were hidden and overtaken 
by riotous growth all around: the wooden ones long 
since toppled; the marble ones covered in tangled 
grass and bushes. It would have been sad to see 
such neglect except for the saskatoon and wild rose 
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Allan found Torquil macLeod's name in the 1901 
Canadian census. It noted he was born on April 27th 
1852 was 49 years of age and was employed as a 
domestic with the northwest mounted detachment at 
Fort Saskatchewan.

'There is a foot note to the Torquil story. He had a 
namesake in Canada, aTorquil Skidmore. His mother 
Mary MacLeod was born in Tolsta. 

When the Second World War broke out Torquil 
Skidmore enlisted in the Royal Winnipeg Rifles. In 
September 1942 he was transferred to the Essex 
Scottish Regiment. This regiment had been deci-
mated on the beaches of Dieppe in August 1942 so 
they were in a rebuilding mode. In 1944 Torquil went 
ashore on Juno Beach with the Essex Scottish. He 
was taken prisoner on July 19th at Caen. As the allies 
advanced and pushed east the POW camps were 
moved east. Torquil ended up in Czechoslovakia 
where he perished. His body was interred in the 
Commonwealth cemetery in Prague in 1944.’

bushes that were 
in full and untamed 
bloom site during 
that day.

And in the midst 
of this abundant 
growth in the 
Anglican cemetery 
was one, perfectly 
straight, properly 
fenced meticulous-
ly tidy grave. The 
headstone read 
0414 Cst Torquil 
macleod, 35 years RCmP, Apr27 1852-Dec 2 1915. 
It was so incongruous- this island of order in the 
middle of a messy nature - that I took a picture and 
wondered about Torquil for the rest of my trip. How 
did this grave marker come to be so neat, so new, so 
isolated?

Back at my typewriter I wrote to the nearest RCmP 
detachment in High River and asked them about 
the grave. They explained that RCmP detachments, 
wherever they are in Canada, must look after any 
remote or abandoned grave sites of RCmP, Royal 
northwest mounted Police or northwest mounted 
Police members in their area. When a local citizen 
approached them several years ago with the story 
of an RCmP grave in the old mission cemetery they 
sprang into action... ordered a new head stone, 
constructed a cement cover and put up a fence that 
would keep out the most determined cows.

The explanation made perfect sense except that 
later that summer I found another Torquil macleod. 
The name jumped out at me because Torquil is not 
a common name. Besides I had already spent a 
lot of time thinking about Torquil macleod and here 
was another one, only this one was in Fort macleod 
in southern Alberta (and before you get completely 
confused, Fort macleod is named for Commissioner 
James macleod who arrived with the original nWmP 
contingent in 1874. no relation to Torquil). I took 
another picture, compared it with my first Torquil, and 
discovered that the details on the two markers were 
almost identical. Almost but not quite.

Could there be two Torquils, the same age, or was 
this the case of one Torquil in two places? That's 
when I wrote to the RCmP historical unit in ottawa to 
see if they could solve the macleods’ mystery. Here 
is how the story unfolds. 

Torquil macleod was a member of the RnWmP in the 
Grouard area when he died in 1915. He was buried 
there in the Anglican mission cemetery. In 1971, 
however, his body and the original head stone were 

moved to a special 
RCmP area within 
the Fort macleod 
community cem-
etery because offi-
cials had learned 
the old Anglican 
cemetery in the 
north would no 
longer be main-
tained. They did 
not want a veter-
an of their service 
remaining in an 
abandoned grave 

yard so they moved him. Somehow that information 
was not kept on file at the High Prairie detachment. 
That is why they had erected a new grave marker.

Besides marking an empty grave they spelled the 
name wrong- it is macleod they gave him the wrong 
regimental number and the wrong number of years 
served. He was RnWmP, not RCmP. It's the same 
man though.

According to the High Prairie detachment the Grouard 
grave marker was to be dismantled this summer but 
I am rather hoping it wasn't. It is a wonderful symbol 
of the nWmP and RnWmP service in the early days 
when so few were expected to keep law and order 
in such a huge territory. The lone grave stood as a 
testimonial to those early members. They made their 
marks and at the end of the day the wild roses and 
saskatoons bloomed for them.

A street scene in Grouard Alberta, early 20th century
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As was men-
tioned in the Tong 
news a couple of 
months ago, Bùth 
Thunga, the new 
Tong Shop, has 
made a very wel-
come addition to 
the village.  Iain 
Mackenzie, the 
shop’s owner, 
spoke to Loch a’ 
Tuath News about 
his new venture, 
giving us a flavour of the shop and how it has pro-
gressed from an idea to fruition. 

It is now over two months since you opened Bùth 
Thunga, Iain, how is it all going?

The weeks have flown by since we opened the shop. our 
days have been very busy, which we are very thankful 
for. We open each morning at 7.00am and close each 
evening at 7.00pm. We sometimes stay open later on a 
Friday evening to accommodate the Youth Clubs. The 
villagers of Tong have really embraced the shop being 
open once again and it is great to see the same faces 
come back time and again.

one thing ewan, my son, and I both enjoy, is meeting 
folk and having a yarn with them. We have a small seat-
ing area where folk can sit down and have a blether 
with their friends or with us. ewan’s grandfather takes 
up residence on the sofa each afternoon and welcomes 
everyone coming into the shop.

What motivated you to open the shop?

I wanted to open a craft type shop in the village and 

ewan had the vision of opening a true ‘village shop’, 
catering for everyday essentials. We prayed and waited 
for the right opportunity to open up to us. eventually it 
did and we were delighted to take on the ex-episcopa-
lian Church building that had originally been Tong Shop 
and Post office fifteen years before.

What was involved in the opening of the shop and 
were there many problems along the way?

There is no doubt that the finished product which cus-
tomers see when they enter the shop, is ewan’s design 
and vision. He knew exactly what he wanted to stock 
and where he wanted to display it. We now have a 
stock that will allow anyone to do their full weekly shop 
with us and our prices for the most part are lower than 
Tesco’s.  We started planning for opening the shop 
shortly after new Year and we had applied for Planning 
Permission in early march, I think. The outside of the 
shop required painting and we put grills on the windows 
and doors for security reasons. We purchased a van 
and filled it with our first stock. However, one delay after 
another meant that we were unable to open our doors 
until the 6th August.

How many staff are employed at the moment?

At present, ewan and I split the working day between 
us, with our two lovely assistants Sarah macleod and 
eleanor Smith both from the village, helping us after 
school. If either ewan or I want time off, then either 
ewan’s girlfriend marie or his sister Iona will step in 
and do a few hours for us. my eldest son Ivor has 
taken to doing the Saturday morning shift for us which 
he enjoys. my daughter Iona got married on the 10th of 
october and rather than close the shop, we were fortu-
nate to have Andrew macleod (mowgli) step in and run 
the place for us on that day.

Can you give us an idea of all you have to offer in 

Bùth Thunga

The cosy interior
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Two animal charities, ‘Wet nose Day Animal Aid’ and 
‘nowzad Dogs’ had a win-win kind of a day on Sat 27th 
September. each charity received around £200 for 
their causes, following a fun activity afternoon for dogs 
and their people.

This was the first of what 
will hopefully become an 
annual event and the next 
one is already in the plan-
ning stages for next July, 
with many more attrac-
tions added.

Refreshments were 
served along with wonder-
ful home baking In The 
Hut, and a number of stalls 
were available to purchase 
from or at which to sim-
ply browse, while outside 
there were the dogs with their hopefully well behaved 
owners! Brodie and Breàgha, meg, millie and emmi, 
Pippa and Poppy, Cadbury and Clyde, to name just a 
few of the lovely pets taking part in the excitement of 
the agility games.

`For those dogs really into fine dining, there was also 
the ‘Fastest Sausage eater’ competition, with the fast-
est dog finishing his plate of sausage in just a few 
seconds….. now there’s a challenge set for the next 

event! Perhaps we should 
run a race between dogs 
and owners!

The ‘waggiest tail’ event 
was enjoyed by all those 
dogs with enough wag left 
after the agility to wag their 
way to a prize.

Judging the classes was 
mrs Catherine Low of 
The old mill veterinary 
Practice, and mr Calum 
Watt of the SSPCa  was 
our  m.C.  for the event.

Thanks must go firstly to 
all the competitors, without whom there wouldn’t have 
been an event to enjoy. many special thanks go to 
all those of you who made it happen, to those who 
donated the lovely baking, to all the helpers on the day, 
and to our Judges and m.C. mentioned above.

Celtic Canine Capers at The Hut, Back

the shop?

I do not honestly know how many different lines we 
stock nor do I understand how ewan has managed to 
cram so much in while still allowing wheelchair access. 
(See Photos). our coffee machine is the number one 
target for many of our customers while the younger 
ones prefer to have a cool Schmoo.

As well as all the usual groceries, medicines, newspa-
pers, cigarettes and stationery we also have a canvas 
photo printing service. We stock Harris Tweed goods, 
decorated cards and eggs, personalised coffee mugs 

and fishing flies.

What have turned out to be your most popular sell-
ing items?

our most popular sales are coffee and also the goods 
from maclean’s Bakery (Benbecula) which they deliver 
twice a week. There are a couple of elderly residents 
in the village who are unable to physically shop with us 
yet they phone in their orders each week and we are 
happy to deliver them.

Thank you, Iain, we wish Bùth Thunga well.

Well stocked shelves

'It's easy when you know how it's done'
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Roving Reporters
A large number of pupils from P6/7 have volunteered 
as reporters for Loch a’ Tuath news. The november 
news from Tong School is brought to readers from Faith 
macFarlane, P6, and eilidh Ferguson and Chiemene 
macdonald, P7. Charlotte Penman has volunteered to be 
our photographer. The girls are to be commended for the 
diligence and dedication shown in preparing this month’s 
issue. 

Nursery News
The nursery children have been very busy in recent 
weeks. They enjoyed preparing for the macmillan Coffee 
morning and were also pleased to welcome Reverend 
Calum Iain macleod into nursery. Reverend macleod 
spoke to the children about the significance of Harvest. 

MacMillan Coffee Morning

Tong School held a Coffee morning in aid of the charity 
macmillan Cancer Support. The event was held in Tong 
Community Centre on 26th September.  each class made 
items to sell. The nursery children made playdough, 
crispy cakes and filled yoghurt pots with marshmallows, 
Primary one and Two made fantastic fudge, Primary Two 
and Three filled mugs with hot chocolate sachets and 
marshmallows, Primary Four and Five made fruit flowers 
and also filled mugs with special treats and Primary Six 
and Seven made delicious chocolates with a variety of fill-
ings. everyone was desperate to buy all the lovely items 
and the stalls were soon cleared.

Sisters edith (P4) and Faith (P6) along with friends, Kelci 
and maryAnne (both P6) made and sold hamma beads in 
a variety of styles. This stall was very popular and all 37 
items were sold.

Primary Six and Seven had special jobs to do on the day 
as they were greeting guests at the door, taking dona-
tions, being monitors and managing stalls. The grand 
total of £1056.72 was raised for a very worthwhile charity. 
Pupils and staff wish to say a big thank you to all those 
who attended and to all who helped behind the scenes. 

In the afternoon Isla’s mum, mrs Angela Buchanan, was 

able to collect the 
cheque on behalf of 
macmillan Cancer 
Support.

Blythswood Shoe 
Box Appeal
mrs Kennedy, former Head Teacher, came to speak to the 
boys and girls about filling shoe boxes with gifts for poor 
people in eastern europe. We also watched a film which 
showed how happy the people are with the gifts they are 
given. mrs Kennedy had brought along shoe boxes which 
had been filled and we could see some items we might 
use. It is always special to have mrs Kennedy as a visitor 
to Tong School. 

A Special Day
on Friday 3rd october Tong School had a dress down day, 
and Adam and David Finlayson brought their Shetland 
pony to our school. everyone wore whatever they would 
like. everyone loved the dress down day. Top left to top 
right in the picture is eilidh Ferguson, Charlotte Penman, 
Isla Buchannan, Sophie Graham, Tori mackinnon, Krysta 
Bray and Chiemene macDonald. The bottom two are Ben 
macIver and Scott murray

Also on that day Adam and David Finlayson brought their 
Shetland pony Bruno to school. The teachers thought that 
the two boys did an excellent job as they brought lots of 
props like combs, food, brushes etc.  The boys were very 
professional. The school loved the special day.  

Tong School Pupil Council
The new Pupil Council members are Dylan macdonald, 
Charlotte Bayfield, Leon Ferguson, matthew Graham, 
Keith Bray, Rebecca macIver, Kelci Smith and Chiemene 
macdonald. miss Flett is leading the Pupil Council.

miss Flett welcomed everyone to the meeting. our first 
meeting was on monday 6th october. We nominated 
who was going to be the chairperson, secretary and vice 
chairperson. Kelci Smith is the Pupil Council chairperson. 
Chiemene macdonald is the Pupil Council secretary. 
Rebecca macIver is the vice chairperson.

The Pupil Council hopes to help the school. 

Go Bananas for Moldova! 
Andrew macleod, a former Tong School pupil, was a 
special visitor at a recent Assembly. Andrew has been 
to moldova and told us lots about his visit and also 
showed us some interesting photographs. The pupils and 
staff thought it would be a good idea to help people in 
moldova. The project is called “Go Bananas for moldova” 
because we filled up banana boxes with old books and 
games.  We sorted through our clothes, toys and games 
at home and brought them into school. 

Tong School

A full hall for the Coffee Morning
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Harry Wins The Poetry 
Competition!
At the start of year miss mackenzie 
wanted to make our porch brighter 
and more colourful. We had a com-
petition that the pupils in the school 
took part in. For the competition we 
had to think of ideas and write a 
poem using the school motto ‘’Be All 
You Can Be.’’ The winning poet Harry 
Bray, P.6, was shocked and delighted 
to win the £25 voucher to spend in 
Argos.

Harry’s poem is included below:

BE happy at Tong School

ALL welcome
YoU will be impressed
CAn we help you?
Be all you can be

mrs mackay has painted Harry’s words on to the wall 
in the porch and it looks fantastic as you come into the 
school.  Well done, Harry!

Harvest Assembly
A special Harvest Assembly was held on Wednesday, 

8th october and family and friends 
were invited to come along.  We had 
been brought food items (such as 
tinned goods, rice and pasta) into 
school and these were displayed 
at the Assembly. The P1/2 boys 
and girls walked in as the rest of 
the school were singing “All Things 
Bright and Beautiful” and added their 
food to the lovely table. The food was 
donated to the Food Bank organised 
by the Salvation Army and Captain 
James Sabiston from the Salvation 
Army spoke about his work with the 
Food Bank in Stornoway. Reverend 
Calum Iain macleod spoke about 
all the lovely food we have and the 
importance of Harvest. We also sang 
psalm 146.  The following day, P6/7 
delivered the food to the Salvation 
Army hall and Captain Sabiston 

spoke some more about all the good work undertaken 
locally. 

Thank You
Pupils and staff wish to include a sincere message of 
thanks to Iain and ewan mackenzie from Bùth Thunga. 
Their generous donations to the macmillan Coffee morning 
and Harvest Assembly are much appreciated by the 
school and wider community. 

Dress Down Day

Harry with his poem painted on the wall

Harvest 
Assembly

Reverend Macleod's Harvest 
Talk with Nursery Children

Props from David and Adam's Talk about caring for horses

Pupil Council
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

mURDo mACKAY PLAnT HIRe

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Comhairle Column Catriona Stewart

Comhairle meetings which span a fortnight are held five 
times a year. normally, the autumn series of meetings 
takes place at the end of August, but this year, because 
of the Referendum, we met during the last week of 
September and the first week of october.

Home Care Services

many families and service users in our community are 
reliant on Home Care Services for personal care and meal 
preparation so that loved ones are able to stay in their 
own homes for as long as is practically possible. In order 
to ensure that the Comhairle is able to meet the many 
and varied demands on Home Care Services the Director 
of Social and Community Services, following the Policy 
and Resources Committee meeting of 2 october 2014, 
was authorised to enter a period of formal consultation on 
the continued redesigning of the service.The consultation 
period concluded on 27 october 2014. 

During this consultation period all those receiving Home 
Care Services in Stornoway and Broadbay, and everyone 
working in the service as home carers were written to, 
outlining the vision for service redesign and the process 
that the consultation would take. Workshops and meetings 
were established to allow stakeholders the opportunity to 
express their views, ask questions and provide feedback. 
A well- attended meeting with home carers working in the 
Tong, Back and Tolsta area took place in the Loch a’ Tuath 
Community Hut on 7 october 2014.

A summary of the consultation findings will be reported 
to the Comhairle at the next series of meetings with pro-
posed recommendations for the next steps to be taken 
during 2015. Considerations for change are focussed on 
strengthening the workforce to meet the increased current 
and future demand for Home Care Services. 

The 2012 population projections showed a 28% decline 
in the 0-15 years group (the second largest percentage 
decline in Scotland), a 19% decline in the working age 
population (the third largest percentage decline) and a 

20% increase in those of pensionable age (seventh high-
est increase). By 2037 the Western Isles is projected to 
have the highest percentage of pensioners in Scotland 
(34%). Redesigning the Home Care Service is therefore 
essential so that the service can cope with the increased 
number of people needing to be cared for in their own 
homes.

As many of you will be aware, the Comhairle is introduc-
ing a pre-prepared frozen community meal service on a 
phased basis, beginning in Uist and Barra in november 
2014 and in Lewis and Harris from early 2015. The 
development of this service is on the basis of substituting 
the main meal preparation that the Home Care Service 
currently offers. Service users will still be able to choose 
whether to have their main meal at lunch time or tea time. 
If service users have been assessed as requiring assis-
tance with breakfast, this service will also continue. We 
will keep you updated in future columns once the imple-
mentation timetable for Lewis has been finalised early in 
the new Year.

The Social Work Service will shortly be contacting all 
Home Care Service users to show them sample menus 
and provide information sheets. The introduction of the 
Community meals Service is being implemented to priori-
tise Home Care staff time on personal care tasks. Service 
users will have a choice of purchasing meals from a local 
supplier, maclean’s Bakery (Benbecula) or a national sup-
plier, Apetito. maclean’s Bakery also have the contract for 
delivering the meals.

Speeding

All three councillors receive regular complaints about 
speeding throughout the Ward. All village roads off the 
B895, the main road from Tong to Tolsta, are designated 
as 30mph roads. The Police, who regularly attend all 
Community Council meetings, have been made aware 
of the many complaints we receive and are increasing 
patrols in the Ward at various times of the day and night.

Back War Memorial
Sunday 9 november 2014

10.45 a.m.
(Committee members meet at 10 a.m. Saturday 8 November)

Service of Remembrance
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide e-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

JOINER
John MacLeod

Aros

Back

01851 820784
07795 561921

All joinery work undertaken.
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Back in Time      
Wedding
A pretty wedding took place at 13a Vatisker, the bride’s 
home, on the 10th Oct, when Isabella, youngest daughter of 
Mrs Isabella Maciver and the late Kenneth Maciver, became 
the bride of Murdo, eldest son of Mr and Mrs Evander 
Maciver, 43 North Tolsta. Rev Roderick Mackenzie officiat-
ed.  The bride, who was given away by her uncle, Mr Donald 
Macleod, 14 Upper Coll, looked beautiful in white satin, with 
long veil and shoes to match.  Her bridesmaids were – Miss 
Margaret Maciver, the groom’s sister and her own sister, 
Mary, who were dressed in blue and wine respectively.  The 
duties of groomsman were performed by Mr Angus Macleod, 
14 Upper Coll, cousin of the bride. After the ceremony, a 
large number of guests were entertained and the health and 
happiness of the newlyweds was duly toasted. Numerous 
useful presents were received by the happy couple.  Over 60 
congratulatory telegrams were read, including one from the 
USA.  The bride is a granddaughter of Mrs Isabella Macleod, 
who has now passed her 107th birthday.  The groom, who is 
a naval reservist, left on 16th October, to join his ship.

Message from the Mediterranean
News has been received by Mr and Mrs Murdo Maciver, 15 
Gress, from their son Murdo, a naval reservist, stationed in 
the Mediterranean, that his vessel has been lost.  He is safe 
and well but has lost all his belongings with the exception of 
the pencil with which he wrote his letter.

Wedding
A wedding of local interest took place recently at No 32 
Back, the home of the bride, when Christina, only daughter 
of Mr and Mrs Murdo Macleod, was united in matrimony 
with Neil, second son of Mrs Mary Ferguson, and the late 
Evander Ferguson, 19 Gress.  The bride, who was dressed 
in white satin, with long veil and shoes to match, was given 
away by her brother, Donald, and her bridesmaids were – 
Misses Jamesina and Bella Ferguson, sisters of the groom.  
The bridesmaids were dressed in pale green with shoulder 
veils to match.  The duties of groomsman were performed by 
John Macleod, the bride’s eldest brother and Rev Roderick 
Mackenzie officiated.  After the ceremony, a large number of 
guests were entertained, and the health and happiness of the 
newlyweds was toasted.  Over 80 congratulatory telegrams 
were read.  The groom who is a naval reservist has now left 
for his depot.  We wish them every happiness.

Missing
News has been received that Paratrooper John Macdonald, 
R.E., only son of Mrs Bella Macdonald, and the late Norman 
Macdonald, late of 50 Coll, now residing in Inverness, has 
been missing since Arnheim.  

On Leave
Sergt-Major Arthur King, First Parachute Regiment, who 
was accompanied by his wife (a granddaughter of Mr 
Alexander Maclennan and the late Mrs Maclennan, 4 Coll) 

     November 1944
was among those home on leave recently. He saw much fight-
ing at Arnheim.  Flying Officer Angus Maclean, RCAF, paid 
a short visit to his relatives at 55 Back.  Maclean, who is only 
21 years of age, is a son of Mr and Mrs Donald Maclean, 
whose father’s people resided at 21 Callanish.  His mother 
is a daughter of the late Mr and Mrs Malcolm Graham, 55 
Back. Others on leave recently were – Catherine Maciver, 
ATS, 11 Upper Coll;  Nurse Isabella Burnside, 39 Vatisker;  
Nurse Catherine M Macdonald, Lighthill, Back;  Mary Ann 
Maciver, LAC, 36 Gress;  Lizzie Martin, FAW, 63 Back;  
Nurse Annie Macleod, 66 Back;  Norman Macaskill, MN, 
10 Vatisker;  John Macmillan, MN, 35 Vatisker;  Cpl George 
Munro, RAF, 20 Vatisker;  Pte Murdo Munro, Pioneer Corps, 
20 Vatisker;  Pte Malcolm Macleod, Cameron Highlanders, 
47 Vatisker;  Radio Officer Kenneth Macleod, 49 Back;  
Malcolm Macritchie, RNR, 47 Back;  Cpl Angus Graham, 
RAF, New St, Back;  John Macdonald, RNR, Lighthill, 
Back;  Donald Martin, MN, 63 Back;  Donald Maciver, 
RNR, 11 Upper Coll;  William Macleod, RNR, 14 Coll;  
Kenneth Macaulay, RNR, 7 Gress;  Donald Macleod, MN, 20 
Gress;  CPO Donald Ferguson, 2 Gress;  PO Murdo Maciver, 
36 Gress;  William Morrison, RNR, 34 Gress;  L/S John 
Morrison, RNR, 34 Gress;  Donald Murray, RNR, 37 Gress;  
Kenneth M Maciver, RNR, 15 Gress.

Aonghas Cleod, brother of Bobshie and bean Shandy and 
his wife Katag Tullaidh, sister of Sandy Tullaidh
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Back Football and Bowling News
The Late Margaret Gray
The district was saddened to hear of the 
death of màiread Sheumais a Gobha, and 
when her family came to Lewis to fulfil their 
mother's wish to be buried at Gress, this 
indeed was a sad occasion for all of them, 
and the extended family.   

The following day the four boys came to see 
the facilities that are available at the foot-
ball park at Upper Coll. They were all very 
impressed at what the club had done, since 
they themselves used to play there, and 
reminisced about that time, Billy reminding 
his brothers when he used to change behind 
the bruachs. Changed days now!

Before leaving they were each given a copy 
of the 75th Anniversary Book, which will be a 
great reminder to them of the happier times 
they spent in their grandfather’s home many years 
ago, and when they played for Back. All four broth-
ers all played for the Back team, William, James, 
Duncan and Andrew. The latter  made a name 
for himself at a very high professional level of the 
english premier league, and is now a football pundit 
with a world renowned sports Tv channel.

It was a sad occasion for them all, but hopefully their 
sorrow will be eased by their visit to sports complex 
at Upper Coll, rekindling past memories when meet-
ing their footballing friends from the past.

Bowls 

The indoor bowling season commenced on Thursday 

16th october, and it was pleasing to see three new 
members taking up the game.  maybe one of them 
will emulate what Peter o’ Donnel did last year, win-
ning the club champion shield in his first season.  The 
winner of the league shield was Alasdair macLean. 
The challenge is there for you, so take it on!

Why don't the ladies of the district take up the sport, 
and challenge the men, that could be interesting.

WATCH THIS SPACe!

Here we see Ivor Ferguson and the Back contingent 
of outside bowlers at Stornoway Bowling club, on 
the occasion of the first competition for The Ivor 
Ferguson Trophy, won by the Three Bs as reported 
last month.

L. to R. William, Duncan, Andy and James Gray and their  
wives. The photo was taken beneath the plaque commemorating 

the opening of the Back Community Centre by Andy in 1994.

Peter o'Donnell, Back Bowling Champion and 
Alasdair maclean, League Champion.
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once more, many competitors, children and adults 
from the Loch a’ Tuath area participated in the mòd 
in Inverness last month. As was widely reported 
in the national and local press, mòd history was 
made when sister and brother, 
Catriona and John Alasdair 
Bain, Gress, won the girls’ 
and boys’ Silver Pendants 
(age 13-15) for singing a pre-
scribed song. Catriona sang A 
mhurchaidh oig Thaillear and 
John Alasdair’s song was A 
Chailin Alainn. 

Apart from her Silver Pendant 
success, Catriona also gained 
first prizes in Sgeulachd, 
Còmradh and Literacy, in addi-
tion to prizes for Bible Reading 
and melodeon. John Alasdair 
also gained second prize for 
Sgeulachd.  not content with 
letting her younger siblings 
steal all the limelight, elder 
sister Isabelle won first prize 
in the Under 19 solo singing 
for former prize winners and came first in Duet Singing 
(age 16-18) with Amy Shirkie. Isabelle also gained 
prizes in Traditional Singing, Prescribed Singing, 
Precenting and Literacy.

màiri maclennan, first cousin of the Bain clan, won 
the Traditional Singing 16-18, singing Cianalas na 
Hearadh and was awarded the Hugh and Rachel 
morrison Taylor Trophy. Her young brother Calum was 
the winner of the Under 13 melodeon Competition.

Koren murray Pickering was success-
ful in winning the medal for traditional 
singing (age 13-15) Bonn Airgid an 
t-Seann nòis out of a field of twenty 
nine competitors. Koren also won Duet 
Singing (age 13-15) with Alex John 
morrison.

Young Alison Graham, won first prize, 
the Bràiste oir in the recitation of pre-
scribed poetry (age 9-10 years). Alison 
recited Am Bodach-sneachda and was 
declared the winner out of sixty other 
competitors! 

The nicolson Institute Choir, including 
seven members from the Loch a Tuath 
area won two firsts and a second 
prize, two trophies for Gaelic and two 

trophies for music.

Those with close family connections with the Loch 
a’ Tuath area were also very successful. Allison 

mackay, Point, won the Under 
13 Traditional solo singing and 
also won the TSB Trophy for 
the highest marks in Gaelic. 
In the Senior Competitions, 
Ceitlin Smith, ness, was 
the winner of the Bonn oir 
an t-Seann nòis and Angus 
macleod, Inverness, son of the 
late murdo macleod, Gress, 
(murchadh Aonghais Kenny, 
H.m.I.) was the men’s Gold 
medallist. (See Coll and Upper 
Coll news for photos of Allison 
and Ceitlin).

Còisir Sgìr a'Bhac returned 
from Inverness with silverware 
in the form of the Grampian 
Television Trophy for Ladies’ 
Rural choirs, the Hamish 
Graham (Strath) Trophy and 

the Sandy Herron Cup for the highest marks in Gaelic 
and music. For an account of Còisir Sgìr a’ Bhac’s mòd 
trip see page 31.

Tong Choir also competed, conducted by Tracy Gordon. 
In the Ladies’ Rural Choirs competition, Calum Watt, 
SPCA, came to the rescue. Due to illness, some choir 
members had to call off, which meant that Tracy had to 
sing with the choir to bring the choir up to the required 
minimum number.

Am Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail Inbhir Nis 2014

Tong Choir

Alison Graham, winner of the Bardachd
recitation for age 9-10
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10 YEARS AGO

In the News in November 2004

2 November: In the United States Presidential 
election, Republican incumbent President 
George W. Bush is declared the winner over 
his Democratic challenger, U.S. Senator John F. 
Kerry, following a disputed recount in the state of 
ohio.

5 November: Just over a year after his high-profile 
return to eastenders, the BBC confirms that Leslie 
Grantham, who plays Den Watts, will leave for a sec-
ond time.

7 November: U.S. forces launch a major assault on 
the Iraqi town of Fallujah, in an effort to rid the area of 
insurgents before the Iraqi elections in January.

11 November: After days of speculation Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat dies at the age of 75 in the Paris 
hospital where he had been receiving treatment for a 
blood disorder.

mary mcAleese is inaugurated for a second term as 
President of Ireland.

14 November: Twenty years after Bob Geldof and 
midge Ure gathered a group of pop stars to make the 
first Band Aid single, a new generation of musicians 
comes together in London to record Band Aid 20. 
Proceeds from sales of Do They Know It's Christmas 
will go towards relief for the Darfur region of Sudan and 
to combat HIv and Aids across Africa.

16 November: The government announces plans 
to prohibit smoking in most enclosed public places 
(including workplaces) within the next three years.

17 November: The england national team loses to 
Spain 1–0 at the Bernabéu in madrid. The match is 
marred by racist chants from the crowd aimed at black 
england players.

From the 
Archives...

A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

18 November: Parliament passes the Hunting Act 
2004 banning fox hunting in england and Wales.

22 November: The orange Revolution begins when 
the government of the Ukraine is accused of electoral 
fraud against presidential candidate viktor Yushchenko. 

24 November: Celtic draw 1-1 with Barcelona at the 
nou Camp in the Champions League group stages, 
with John Hartson equalising Samuel eto’o’s opening 
goal.

28 November: Wales millennium Centre in Cardiff is 
opened.

29 November: The BBC announces that Top of the 
Pops will move from its Friday evening BBC one slot 
to BBC Two, where it will air on Sunday evenings.

Seinneadairean-Shalm Leodhais at the opening of 
the Scottish parliament BuildingSale of Work at Sgoil a' Bhac

Donna and Emily meet Phil Cunningham
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L. to R. Dòmhnall Stand, Iain 
a'Mhinistear, Dòmhnall na 

Cremaig, Alex Neil Kennedy

Catriona Uilleam, 
Dickel and Olach, 

Lighthill in the late 50s

Badminton Team

Back Row L. to R.  D.A. 
MacDonald, Donnie 
MacDonald, John Macneill, 
Iain Maclennan

Front Row L. to R. 
Normina Morrison, 
Kathleen Morrison, 
Careen MacDonald, Mairi 
Macfarlane

Those 
were the 
days......
our supply of old photos is 
getting very depleted, please 
look out your old photos for 
any treasures suitable for 
publication. We will be delighted 
to receive contributions.
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november marks the end of summer and autumn  gar-
dening, yet it is a month of much preparation and a time 
when we assess results and share comments with oth-
ers on the topic “How did your garden fare this year?” 

noticeable this year was the fact that some carrots 
bolted, which is unusual and disappointing.  It is believed 
by some gardeners that this is due to the plant being 
fooled by frequent changes of temperature.  As one 
gardener puts it, "The plant thinks it's about to perish, so 
it reproduces seed".  Incidentally, bolting leeks are still 
edible and it's best to pinch the seed pods as soon as 
they appear.  

november also marks the last cut of grass and it is 
advisable at this time to apply fertiliser on the lawn.  We 
can also plant our hardy shrubs and cuttings can still be 
taken.  my cuttings do well in a container with gritty com-
post.  Perennials can be divided and transplanted and 
though dahlia growers need not be told, tubers are taken 
in and stored in a 
dry place, prefer-
ably indoors as 
any dampness 
can cause them 
to rot.  I plant-
ed fifty gladiola 
bulbs which grew 
tall and well and, 
though short-
lived, produced a 
beautiful splash 
of colour.  I shall 
lift these bulbs 

and plant them 
next year in a 
section of the 
garden known 
as the wild gar-
den.  This part 
of the garden 
is attractive to 
wildlife, where 
insects, birds 
and other crea-
tures find a 
natural haven. 
most of the 
garden is sub-
divided into 
small hedged 
gardens, mak-
ing it both inter-
esting and challenging.

The self-pollinating victoria plum tree, planted in the 
spring, did not produce any flower this year, but 
hopefully next year it will produce some plums.  
A local friend has a two-year old plum tree 
which has failed to produce any flower or fruit.  I 
did notice that the leaves of her plant had holes 
in them which no doubt was caused by some 
kind of predator.

Finally, I have noticed that there is a vast dif-
ference in the health of a plant in the pot, 
compared to a similar one in the ground.  The 
reason for this is that the ground plant is able 
to spread its roots, whereas the plant in the pot 
has a tendency to become root bound.

From the Poileagan

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...Assessment and Preparation

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATn or cash 
for £35.64 to mrs m. A. Davidson, 3a new Street, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £35.64
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Plums

Plum blossom
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STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444
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our trip to mod nearly didn't happen, as three weeks 
before our trip Alison our secretary got a call to say 
that our choir weren't booked in the Royal Highland 
Hotel as we thought. Alison took it upon herself to 
sort it out and spent a couple of days trying to find 
alternative accommodation for us. For this, the choir 
is extremely grateful.

She managed to get a booking for the whole choir 
in the Whinpark Guesthouse, which is just round 
the corner from the eden Court, where all our com-
petitions were. It was a great find. Well done again 
Alison!

on Wednesday, we went to sing with Katy Graham 
for the precenting, which we all enjoyed. Katy had 
a very busy day as she also sang in the qualify-
ing round of the Ladies Traditional competition. 
She didn't get through, but she sang beautifully, as 
always. In the afternoon, Donnie maroot macleod 
had organised for us to go and sing in the Highland 
Hospice. We sang all our choir songs and eoghainn 
macleod and David maclennan sang solos. Then we 
finished with a ‘sing a long’ medley. It was one of the 
highlights of the mod for us all, to be able to sing to 
the patients. A very humbling experience.

Thursday was our competition day. We sang in the 
Puirt competition first, and we were delighted to get 
second place. Then our ladies sang in their competi-
ton and we were delighted to say we won. A special 
mention must go to Diane macleod (nighean Tormod 
Spàgan) on her beautiful solo verse. In the afternoon 
we got third place in the Lorn Shield. our own choice 
song was Avril’s arrangement of the Commonwealth 
Games Song. We loved singing it and the audi-
ence in eden Court obviously loved it, going by the 
applause we got when we finished.

All in all a very successful and enjoyable mod was 
had by us all. many thanks go to our very talented 
conductor Avril Allen for all her hard work in conduct-
ing and arranging, and also to margaret Stewart for 
her invaluable Gaelic advice.

our A.G.m. will be on Thursday 20 november 2014 
at 8pm in The Hut and new members are very wel-
come, especially men!  This year, we welcomed four 
new ladies to the choir and we are delighted to have 
them swelling our ranks.

M. Macleod (Cloudy)

Còisr Sgìr a’ Bhac – Our Trip to the Mod
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Material for  
publication in the DECEMBER issue of Loch a Tuath News 

must be in before WEDNESDAY 19th NOVEMBER 2014

Catriona and John Alasdair, Koren and Mìchael Callan, winners of 
the Silver Pendants and Traditional Medals, all with their tropies,  
and John Macleod, President of An Comunn Gaidhleach.

Mòd Memories

Isabelle 
Bain, 

winner of 
the Under 
19 trophy for 

former prizewinners

Faram, the winning Folk 
Group

Mairi and 
Calum 

Maclennan, 
14 Gress. 

Mairi was winner 
of the 16-18 Traditional Singing 
competition and Calum won the 
Under 13 Melodeon competition


