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We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the 
community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their 
free time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ 
of the district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 

Fàilte
Welcome to the November issue of 
Loch a Tuath News. As is usual in the 
November issue there is much to report 
from the Royal National Mòd, held this 
year in Oban. In Sgìr’ a’ Bhac, the big 
news was that Katy Graham, Catherine 
Hill, Coll was winner of the Traditional 
Gold Medal. It was very exciting to see 
both Katy and Isabelle Bain, both from 
the Back area, in the televised final. 
Isabelle, from Gress, won the Moray 
Trophy as the winner of the qualifying 
round of the Traditional Gold Medal 
competition and was third in the final. 

We send our congratulations to all 
prize winners and competitors and now 
look forward to the National Mòd in 
Stornoway next year. More Mòd news 
and photos are found on the pages of 
this issue and it is apparent that tradi-
tional singing is alive and well in Sgìr’ 
a’ Bhac!

This is also the time of year to send in 
your nominations for the Loch a Tuath 
News Citizen of the Year Award. A nomi-
nation form can be found on page 19. 
Please consider who would be worthy of 
this award and encourage your friends 
and family to do so too. Details are also 
on Facebook.

We meet Ann Palmer, our own local 
‘eco warrior’, who has managed to pack 
many varied occupations into her life. 
Alasdair Nicholson, Back recently spent 
time volunteering in Tanzania and he 
shares his experiences with us

In recent months we featured extracts 
from Luach na Saorsa, the First World 
War Diary of Murdo Murray (Murchadh 
Ruaraidh), 18 Back; we will return to the 

diary in the coming months. Look out 
for a special programme on Radio nan 
Gaidheal featuring Murdo’s diary and 
also that of his friend, Murdie Maciver, 
40 Coll. Details of the programme are 
found on page 23. Not to be missed! The 
Back section of Gaisgich a’ Bhac is con-
cluded this month and next month we 
look forward to the start of the Vatisker 
section. The Back War Memorial Service 
of Remembrance is detailed on page 13.

Please see page 21 for important chang-
es in editorial arrangements for the 
December issue as I will be away at that 
time. The editor’s position is still vacant 
from March onwards, so use your pow-
ers of persuasion on any likely candi-
dates. There must be many possible 
editors out there!

Finally, Graham Hood, the official Mòd 
photographer has very kindly provided  
many of the Mòd images. If you would 
like to purchase these or any others 
here are his email and website details:
info@grahamhoodphotography.com  
www.grahamhoodphotography.com

Anna Tucker

Front Cover: Hannah C. Macleod and 
Anna MacTaggart, 2nd in duet age 
13-15. Hannah was also 2nd in Prose 
and 3rd in Art Poster. Daniel J. Macleod 
came 2nd in Prose Reading, 3rd in 
Conversation age 9/10 and 3rd in Art 
Poster. Ellie Macdonald was 3rd in Art 
Poster.  Isabelle Bain and Katy Graham, 
finalists in Traditional Gold Medal. 
Catriona Bain won the Prescribed 
Singing (Girls age 16-18), the Turriff 
Trophy for the highest marks in Gaelic 
and shared the Meryl Mae Stewart 
Memorial Trophy for the highest marks 
in music; 2nd in the melodeon competi-
tion (under 19), 2nd in literacy and was 
part of the folkgroup, Faram, who were 
2nd (under 19). Mairi Maclennan, Silver 
Medal for traditional singing 16-18.

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: annatucker99@yahoo.co.uk
By post: 10c Upper Coll, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LT 

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible.  If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

LATN November 2015.indd   2 30/10/2015   11:50:48



3

As NA 
BAilteAN

held in the Cabarfeidh Hotel.

Coll
New Baby

Congratulations to Finella Macdonald, 
Fernlea, 44 Coll, on the birth of a 
new granddaughter; baby Ellie was 
born to her son Angus James and 
wife Christine. Little Calum will be so 
happy to have a new baby sister. We 
wish the family all the best with their 
new addition.

Bereavement 

Our sympathy goes to the family of 
Jane Stewart (Sine Dhòmhnaill a’ 
Charagan), 29 Coll, who passed away 
on the 19th of September 2015 at Dun 
Berisay Residential Home. Jane was 
a very popular lady when she was the 
cook at Sgoil a’ Bhac and many pupils 
enjoyed her homemade meals. Once 
again, it is so sad to see another fam-
ily home empty and just next door to 
number 27, the home of the late John 
Macdonald (Iain Bhunait). 

All neighbours, friends and relatives 
are in our thoughts at this sad time.

In Hospital

Best wishes go to Georgina Gribbon, 
(Seòrdag Wallace) 74 Coll, who has 
recently undergone hip replacement 
surgery at the Western Isles Hospital.

We do hope you are making good 
progress and hopefully getting about 
pain-free.

Gress
Wedding 

David MacDonald & Karen MacLeod 
were married in Teampull Mholuaidh 
Eoropie on 17th April 2015. David 
is the son of Seamus and Mairi, 32 
Gress and Karen is the daughter of 
Murdo and Winnie, 7 Eoropie. We 
send David and Karen our very best 
wishes for their future happiness.

Welcome 

Welcome to our new villagers, Lisa 
and Ron Culley, with their children 
Arran aged 7 and Eilidh aged 3. They 
moved into 39b Gress during July. 
Ron has a joint post with the Health 
Board and the Council as the Chief 

BACk/VAtisker

Home on Holiday

It is good to report that having recu-
perated at home in Glasgow, after 
her operation in March, Chirsty Anne 
MacLeod (48 Back) was delighted 
when her doctor said that she could 
make arrangements to travel. So, a 
few weeks after her grandson Fraser 
and his wife Claire baptised their 
daughter Ellie she travelled home 
and was able to spend six enjoyable 
weeks at the family home. It was 
nice to see lights burning again at 
Caiptean’s corner.

Wedding Balloons and Flags at the 
Tobair Dhòmhnaill Shaoir  

It isn’t very often that the opportunity 
arises in our village news column to 
convey sincere congratulations and 
good wishes to newlyweds so “Meal a 
naidheachd agus iomadh latha sona 
dhuibh le chèile” from the commu-
nity is sent to Allan MacLachlan and 
Esther, 39 Vatisker.

Although Allan’s proposal, written in 
the sands of Vatisker Beach, was 
answered with a very positive “Yes”, 
Esther kept him waiting a little anx-
iously. He stood ‘at the altar’ with the 
clock ticking well past “the time of her 
expected arrival”.

Arrive she did, accompanied by five 
beautifully dressed bridesmaids - Amy, 
Caitlin, Cheryl, Dulin and Martha. The 
flower girls, Faith and Sophia, made 
up the bridal party. The duties of best 
man were competently carried out 
by the groom’s brother, Alasdair Iain. 
The team of ushers included Allan’s 
friends, Scott Nomie and Willie Fiadh. 
They were helped with the seating by 
Jonathan and Peter, brothers of the 
bride.

A very solemn marriage ceremony, 
with a little humour in conclusion, 
was conducted by Rev Calum Iain 
Macleod, assisted in prayer by Rev 
John Mackinnon, Esther’s minister 
from Calderwood Baptist Church, 
East Kilbride. 

A pre-reception tea/coffee and cakes 
were provided in the church hall for 
guests and friends as well as for 
a busful of well-wishers from East 
Kilbride. The reception for guests was 

Officer for Health and Social Care. 
Lisa is a Clinical Psychologist. Ron 
is from Kilmarnock, Ayrshire and Lisa 
from the south side of Glasgow. They 
have been kept busy since settling in 
with visitors from Samoa, Australia 
and Canada. They are still awaiting 
the arrival of two horses, three sheep 
and a Cocker Spaniel puppy!

Birth Congratulations

We send our warmest wishes to John 
and Leanne Mackenzie on the birth 
of their son Ruairidh Angus on the 
28th September, weighing 8lbs 1oz.  
Our congratulations also go to the 
new grandparents Angus and Peggy 
Mackenzie, 29 Gress; he is their 
first grandchild and also to Margaret 
MacQueen. 

John and Leanne are staying in 
Newvalley.

Silver Wedding Anniversaries

Congratulations to David and Catriona 
Maclennan, 22 Gress, who cele-
brated 25 years of marriage on 21st 
September. They would like to thank 
all who contributed towards Leukaemia 
Research. The grand total of £840 was 
raised. Thank you all.

Congratulations also to Angus and 
Lena Maclennan, 14 Gress, who cel-
ebrated 25 years on 16th October.

We hope they will have many more 
happy years together.

Birthday and Wedding Anniversary 
Congratulations
Callum (Shake, 21 Gress) and Mary 
Murray celebrated both their 70th 
birthdays and  their 45th (Sapphire) 
wedding anniversary on the weekend 
of 3rd October. Their family organised 
a surprise party for them and friends 
and family travelled from Scotland and 
Ireland to be with them. 
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Ruaraidh Angus 
Mackenzie 

(Gress)

Allan and Esther 
MacLachlan (Back)

As na Bailtean Pictures

Ellie, Chirsty Anne Macleod's great granddaughter, with 
Robbie George (Back)

Andrew Stewart (Mhic 
Dùgaill, Coll), Lillian 
(nighean Dhollie an Sìne) 
and Iain Murray (Gress)

David and Karen 
Macdonald (Gress)

More on p29

LATN November 2015.indd   4 30/10/2015   11:50:52



5

We send our good wishes to them 
both.

Mod Winners
Well done to Ellie MacDonald, 31 
Gress, Isabelle, Catriona and John 
Alasdair Bain, 42 Gress, and Màiri 
Maclennan, 14 Gress, on their excel-
lent achievements at the Mòd in 
Oban.

toNG
A Maritime  Career

David Nicholson, 6B Aird Tong, com-
menced a course in marine engineer-
ing at Clyde Marine College recently. 
As part of this course he has flown to 
New York to join a ship which is sail-
ing through the Panama Canal and 
on to the Pacific Ocean, heading for 
Hong Kong and Shanghai.

We wish David every success in his 
chosen career. His parents, Margaret 
Ann and Iain and sister Roslyn are 
looking forward to his first trip home, 
towards the end of the year.

Tong Community Hall 40th 
Anniversary 

This year it will be forty years since 
the Tong Community Hall was built 
and in October celebratory events 
were held including an evening 

ceilidh and a ‘Put the T in Tong’ after-
noon which was held on Saturday 
17th October. Tong residents were 
invited to this open afternoon when 
a birthday cake was pride of place 
and reminiscences were shared over 
a cup of tea and cake. There was 
entertainment and a good dose of 
nostalgia when photos spanning the 
forty years were looked at. 

A fantastic amount of work by many 
unsung heroes has gone into the 
work involved with the running of 
Tong Community Centre over the 
years and we hope to have a full fea-
ture in LaTN in the future. If you have 
any relevant old photos, we would be 
pleased to borrow them.

Upper Coll
Home from Australia
Hector Macdonald is home from 
Australia visiting his mother Mrs 
Shiena Macdonald, 20 Upper Coll. 
Hector has been lucky to see Upper 
Coll in all its glory, in the recent spell 
of wonderful weather when we have 
enjoyed sunny days and clear starlit 
skies at night. We wish him a safe 
journey back to his home in Sydney.

Good Wishes
Anne Macleod (Anna Iain Reachainn), 
25 Upper Coll, is making a good 

recovery after her recent hip replace-
ment and enjoyed the chance of 
walking in the recent good weather.

It is also good to report that Mrs 
Jessie Stewart, Ebenezer, 13 Upper 
Coll, is making steady progress after 
her recent hip replacement surgery. 
We wish her well and hope that 
every day sees an improvement. 

Jessie’s husband Alastair is also 
returning to good health and is back 
to having his constitutionals on Coll 
beach.

We wish them all well.

Rites of Passage
The last couple of weeks have 
brought a bit of trauma to Kenny 
Angie Maciver, 11 Upper Coll! On the 
morning of 2nd October, he woke up 
as an OAP and on 7th October his 
family role moved on to seanair!

Best wishes go to Kenny and Ishbel 
on becoming grandparents to Eden 
(Edie), the new baby daughter of 
Catriona Eilidh in Newcastle. Mother 
and baby are doing well. 

December Issue of LaTN
Please note that Mal Macleod, 38 
Upper Coll, will be attending to Upper 
Coll Correspondent duties next month. 
Mal can be contacted on 820406 or 
malmacleod38@outlook.com.

The recent appointment of a Sport and 
Community Project Coordinator for Back 
Football and Recreation Club (BFRC) is set 
to transform the use of the facilities at Upper 
Coll.

With a focus on ensuring its full potential is 
promoted and developed, the 2 year fixed-
term 25-hour a week post has been estab-
lished at just the right time. As the covered 
all-weather pitch comes into full use, the hall 
is now freed up to offer many more possibili-
ties for use by the whole community.

Terri Davies, who lives in Tong and has 
considerable experience in delivering and 
managing voluntary projects, as well as familiarity 
with fundraising and community engagement, has 
been appointed to the post.  She brings a wealth of 

knowledge and under-
standing of what is 
needed to re-vitalise 
and sustain the use 
of both the indoor and 
outdoor facilities, for 
the benefit of the whole 
island, as well as the 
local community.

We look forward to 
giving updates on 
the developments at 
BFRC and are assured 
that the community will 
support her efforts to 

help everyone enjoy the outstanding facilities avail-
able at the club. It is planned that Terri will begin her 
work at the Upper Coll Centre in mid-November.

Back Football and Recreation Club has a Bright Future
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Visit to Angus and the Kingdom of Fife

Off to Blairgowrie
Our much anticipated visit to the mainland started 
early on Monday 28th September when the bus driven 
by Iain collected us and our luggage, and 
took us to the ferry terminal ready 
for embarkation on the Loch 
Seaforth. For those of us 
travelling on the vessel 
for the first time it was 
a pleasant experi-
ence and we were 
impressed by the 
high quality of 
the accommoda-
tion, and by the 
care and atten-
tion we received 
from members of 
the crew.  The pas-
sage on the ferry to 
Ullapool was good, 
the sunrise was dra-
matic, the sea was calm, 
and time passed quickly.

Our coach was waiting for us with 
our luggage already loaded and we met 
our driver who introduced himself as Lachlan, from 
South Uist. He was to look after us for the duration of 
our visit and as things turned out, Lachlan was perfect 
for the job. We could not have asked for better. We set 
off for Blairgowrie, stopping at the Black Isle to pick up 
Helen and Angus Alec before proceeding along the A9, 
stopping for a break at Bruar, where everyone seems 
to stop. We then proceeded down the A9 again, being 
delayed at times by roadworks, until we branched off 
on to a quiet road leading to Blairgowrie. The weather 
was warm and very pleasant so that after booking into 
the Angus Hotel we were able to take a walk and see 
the town.

Day 2
The next day, with Lachlan as our driver and guide, 
we arrived in Dundee to visit the Jute Museum. This 
museum is in an old mill known as the Verdant Works. 
From our history lessons we all learned about the 
Industrial Revolution which took place over two hun-
dred years ago when many people moved from the 
countryside into the cities to seek work in the textile 
industry where jobs were available. There is no place 
better than the Verdant Works, which is laid out with 
machines like a working mill of its time, to see what 
happened to the bales of jute fibre. Transported by 
ship from Calcutta in India, they were converted into 

hessian, burlap, rope and many other materials which 
were in great demand at the time. At one time 50,000 
were employed in Dundee and this declined to 500 as 
production was transferred to Calcutta.

We also visited the Macmanus Gallery 
which is situated in a very mod-

ern and impressive purpose 
built building. There are 

several galleries dis-
playing artefacts and 

information related 
to 'jute, jam and 
journalism' for 
which Dundee 
is famous.

At this stage it 
seemed as if 
funds were run-

ning low so the 
ladies gave the 

men a demonstra-
tion on how to get 

money out of a hole in 
the wall!

Day 3

Wednesday morning turned out to be warm and 
sunny as we set off to Montrose to visit the Air Station 
Heritage Centre. After a journey through the lovely 
Angus countryside we arrived at the Heritage Centre 
and there was a nice surprise waiting for us as we 
were joined by Kenny's daughter Chrissie Mairi and 
her husband Les, who had travelled from Aberdeen to 
be with us. We were then greeted by Mr Watt, a retired 
history teacher, who was a volunteer like all those who 
worked at the Station.

We began our tour of the station by watching a short 
film giving the history of the site which began in 1913 
as the first British operational airfield set up by the 
Royal Flying Corps for the purpose of training pilots. 
Mr Watt then conducted us on an extensive tour of the 
station, giving us a running commentary, which was 
both informative and entertaining, on the buildings and 
the equipment they contained. We were free to roam 
around as we wished, examining items such as the 
Sopwith Camel from World War One, a large variety of 
engines such as the famous Rolls Royce Merlin which 
powered the Spitfire fighter that was on display, and 
the Meteor Jet newly acquired and also on display. The 
volunteers have a very ambitious programme of events 
and plans for the future and they need all the help 
they can get. It was a very worthwhile visit. We were 
reminded of the sacrifices made in two World Wars by 

Tong Caraidean Club 21st Anniversary
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those who were trained as airmen at the station.

Stopping on the High Street in Montrose with all the 
traffic was a challenge, but as usual Lachlan managed 
it and we had a break for lunch at the Madison Café.

We then travelled once again through the Angus 
countryside to Dundee so that we could visit  Dobbie’s 
Garden Centre to see an amazing display of flowers, 
shrubs and garden equipment. Something we had 
never seen before were the rows of fish tanks contain-
ing every variety of exotic fish.

Day 4

Thursday was the day for Ceres in the Kingdom of 
Fife to visit the Fife Folk Museum. As we left Dundee 
and travelled on the bridge over the silvery River 
Tay we could see the 
construction site for the 
new Victoria and Albert 
Museum which will be 
something else to see 
in the future. The Fife 
Folk Museum has col-
lections relating to rural 
life in Fife over the past 
300 years. There are 
rooms laid out to repre-
sent the conditions the 
people lived in at that 
time.

In the afternoon we 
retraced our morning 
journey and went back 
over the silvery Tay and 
headed for Arbroath, 
a town famous for the 
Arbroath Smokie, a 
wood-smoked prime 

haddock which has 
a status similar to our 
black pudding. Although 
the fishing industry is 
now in decline the har-
bour looks busy with 
many yachts and other 
pleasure craft.

On our way back to 
Dundee and it being 
autumn, the farms were 
busy as the harvest con-
tinued in ideal weather. 
Large fields contained 
big bales of straw, and 
potato-lifting was in pro-
gress. One man and a 
large machine was all 

that was needed to have the potatoes ready for stor-
age. No more days off school to do this work!

Home Again

Friday arrived and it was time to get ourselves organ-
ised for our return home. Our stay at the Angus Hotel 
was very pleasant and the accommodation very good 
so that we were able to have restful nights. Our journey 
up the A9 came to a stop as we joined a long tailback 
of traffic. Being warned that there was an accident 
ahead, and not wishing to miss the ferry, Lachlan 
managed to make a turn and he got on to a side road 
that bypassed the place of the accident. We arrived in 
Ullapool in good time. Again the weather was warm 
and calm and we had a lovely crossing of the Minch.

A big thank you goes to Iain and Lewis for taking us to 
the ferry and returning 
us safely home. Thanks 
also go to Iain Don at 
the Calmac office in 
Stornoway, to their staff 
in the office in Ullapool 
for making life easy by 
looking after our lug-
gage and thanks to 
the crew of the Loch 
Seaforth for being so 
courteous and helpful.

Finally, thanks to our 
own Nora, Ishbel and 
the team for organising 
the trip so efficiently that 
everything went without 
a hitch. We hope to 
see Lachlan, our driver, 
again.

Donald Maclean

Sorry, no money left in your account!

Lachlan, Chrissie Mairi and Kenny at Montrose Airfield
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From the Manse
The Sea of God’s Forgetfulness
The words of Jesus recorded in John 14:6 - ‘I am the way, 
the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father except 
through me’ – stress that the way to the Father is through 
the Son.  Without a personal relationship with Jesus there is 
no prospect of getting to Heaven.  Jesus is the designated 
route to Heaven.  There is no other way.  This is a recurring 
emphasis in the Bible. 

An elderly Christian man was making his way across an 
unfamiliar city park when he encountered four young stu-
dents walking in the opposite direction.  He asked them for 
guidance to his destination.  Impressed by their unhesitating 
reply to his question, he thanked them for their help and the 
clarity of their directions.  They spoke for a short time before 
the Christian man ventured to ask them,

‘Had my destination been heaven, could you have directed 
me so promptly?’

‘I’d have suggested going to church,’ said the first.

‘I think you ought to pray to God,’ said the second young 
man.

Turning to the third young man, he asked if he had any help 
to offer.

‘Well, you must live a good life,’ he said with conviction.

‘Well, how would you direct me?’ he asked the fourth, who 
replied in a somewhat bemused tone:

‘I don’t know.  You had better ask a policeman!’

The Christian man thanked them for their answers.  He then 
introduced them to the directions of Jesus in John 14:6.  

By contrast, John Wesley once went to see a poor man who 
was considered to be lacking in intellect.  Sitting down by his 
side he asked, ‘What do you know of the way to heaven?’

‘It seems to me,’ replied the man after a moment’s thought, 
‘there are three steps on that road:  The first, out of self; the 
second, into Christ; the third, into heaven.’

John Wesley said, ‘I learnt more from that man than I have 
from many a volume of theology.’  He went on to write in 
song:

‘Out of my sin and into Thyself, Jesus, I come to Thee.’

Perhaps we all need to be reminded that ‘without the way 
there is no going.  Without the truth there is no knowing.  And, 
without the life there is no living’ (Thomas Aquinas).

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services in 
Back and Tong during November 2015 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 1 November
11am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
11am:   Rev Kenneth M Ferguson
6pm:   Rev Donald A Macdonald

Sunday 8 November
12 Noon:  Rev Alasdair I Macleod (Remembrance)
(Preceded by Remembrance Service at Back War 
Memorial at 11 am)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 15 November
11am:   Major Iain A Macdonald
6pm:   Major Iain A Macdonald

Sunday 22 November
11am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod 
11am:   Rev Calum I Macleod   (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 29 November
11am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod 
11am:   Rev Calum I Macleod   (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 1 November

11am:    Rev Donald A Macdonald

Sunday 8 November
6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon   (Gaelic)

Sunday 15 November
11am: No Service (Conference Weekend)

Sunday 22 November
6pm:  Mr Neil Murray    (Gaelic)

November Service Times 
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In recent months readers will have become 
aquainted with Ann in her campaign for 
keeping our precious landscape clean, 
particularly our local beaches and road-
sides.

Ann, you live in Gress. What brought 
you to Lewis, and Gress in particular?
During my life, I’ve lived and worked in 
some beautiful places; Orkney, Argyll, 
Peeblesshire, Moray, as well as six years 
spent in Ireland, in Donegal. My husband 
Peter and I used to holiday and have regular 
weekends in Wales, hill-walking. I wanted to live in a 
similar environment. In May 2002, we came to Scotland, 
house-hunting. In the space of three weeks, we looked at 
thirty houses in the Western Isles.  Gress won. It ticked 
so many boxes for us both; birds, seals, moorland, estu-
ary, beach, trees in the garden, a place to grow my own 
vegetables.

Where did you live before you settled in Gress?
Peter and I were living in rented accommodation just out-
side Ledbury, Shropshire while we tried to sell our flat in 
Malvern.  Noise-levels were so high in Malvern, it became 
near-impossible to sleep at night. I did all my writing in 
the car, parked in one of Malvern Hills carparks, even in 
winter. It was an absolute nightmare! 

Can you tell us a bit about your career before you 
came here?
The pattern of my career isn’t a lot different to what hap-
pens here in Lewis. I had three jobs. At one stage I was 
working six and a half days a week, including four eve-
nings. I taught horse-riding and schooled horses.  For ten 
years I worked as an equestrian photo-journalist. I taught 
Creative Writing in the afternoons and evenings until it 
was terminated by Tony Blair’s adult education policy.

What were your first impressions of the island?
My first impressions were quite mixed! On arriving in 
Tarbert, we explored Harris. The word ‘moonscape’ 
passed our lips more than once!  We stayed in a B and 
B there and were woken by competing cuckoos in the 
nearby shrubbery.  It was so comical. Peter and I couldn’t 
stop laughing, hearing all those birds cuckooing at each 
other like crazy! 

On your website you describe yourself as ‘a writer, 
creative writing teacher and deep ecologist.’ Let’s 
take these one at a time! First of all, tell us a bit about 
your writing, what do you write about?
In the early part of my writing career I focused on what I 
could sell.  Apart from horse-articles, I wrote poetry, pony 
stories for children and later, romantic fiction novels and 
teenage fantasy, though nowhere near the calibre of J.K. 
Rowling!  Publishers require a different pseudonym for 
different genres, so I acquired a lot of pen-names: Yvonne 

Saar, Janie Summers, 
Jo Navaho and now, 

Gaia Dance.

This eclectic 
base was really 
useful to me 
as a teacher of 
Creative Writing. 

Some students 
want to write fic-

tion and others non-
fiction and I had expe-

rience in both. I had a per-
sonal goal of getting at least 

one student published and their work 
paid for by the end of a ten-week term.  Amazingly, well, 
it seems amazing to me now, this happened every time!

To whom do/did you teach creative writing? Did your 
teaching career follow on from your books?
I taught Creative Writing across the age-range. My first 
job, at 25 years old, was as head teacher of an Orkney 
island primary school with just eight pupils.   Eventually I 
worked as a teacher of Creative Writing in both schools 
and colleges. My book published by Aber in 2011, and as 
an ebook in 2013,  ‘Writing and Imagery: How to Deepen 
Creativity and Improve your Writing’, is actually a culmi-
nation of my own learning as a Creative Writing teacher. 
It included research into neuroscience and confirmed for 
me the opinion of Sir Ken Robinson, who was awarded his 
knighthood for services to U.K. education. Controversially 
enough, Sir Ken said that for the future, creativity is more 
important than literacy. 

Some students are absolutely unforgettable! One young 
man, Mark, was a rocket-scientist, already earning good 
money from the scientific papers he wrote.  I tried really 
hard to dissuade Mark from writing fiction because logi-
cally, he was unlikely to earn very much from story-writing. 
Mark was also a carer for a disabled child and a sick wife. 
So wasting his time didn’t seem a good idea at all!

Mark used to spend a lot of time doodling on his writ-
ing file whenever I was talking. He drew some beautiful 
designs. One day I asked him why he did this. He said 
it was something he’d always done from the time when 
he had to listen to boring lectures, just to ensure he kept 
awake and switched on!

It was Mark who fast-forwarded my own interest in right 
brain hemisphere-led creativity. The right hemisphere 
‘thinks’ in images, is holistic in orientation, very useful for 
writing tasks like synopses and overviews. The right brain 
is also closer than the left to the limbic brain, responsible 
for emotion. This means writing from the senses and the 
emotions is easier when right-brain led.

From then on, I used image-based workshops whenever 
I was leading courses. Interestingly, the feedback from 
some of these workshops varied from ‘the best thing at 

Meet Ann Palmer

LATN November 2015.indd   10 30/10/2015   11:51:28



11

Swanwick’ to ‘not for me’. So reactions are extreme.

One day, a few years back, I received an email from Mark. 
He had just secured a six figure sum for a fantasy trilogy 
he had written.  Because of his family duties as carer, 
his publishers had even waived the promotional activities 
usually associated with the launch of an author at this 
level. 

Without doubt, it was Mark who inspired me to explore 
creativity in far greater depth than I had previously, bring-
ing the neuroscience on board. Mark’s credibility as a 
scientist, deliberately using what might be thought as 
a ‘childish activity’ in class, really gave me pause. The 
eventual result, several years later, was ‘Writing and 
Imagery’, a book I had to rewrite three times before it 
finally got into print.  My publisher insisted on the look-a 
like male pseudonym A.J. Palmer.

Can you tell us a bit about how you became interested 
in ecology? Ecology is a very broad topic. Which 
aspects interest you in particular?
My love of nature goes back to childhood where I was 
brought up in a midlands city suburb.  I used to 
escape to the country whenever possible 
and walked miles with my uncle’s dog. 
The word ‘ecology’ wasn’t around 
then. An image that comes to mind 
is walking back from Sunday 
school one afternoon and pass-
ing some trees and stopping to 
contemplate the beauty of their 
leaves.  Even though I was very 
young at the time I thought they 
must be connected in some way 
– spirituality and the planet we 
live on. And I did wonder why no 
mention was made of the natural 
world in the stories we were told 
and asked to write about in Sunday school. I mean, it is 
the creation, so how come it got left out?  

Later, this train of thought led me to a fascination with 
human creativity, specifically in writing and the devel-
opment of ideas. Right at the beginning of a Creative 
Writing course, I said to my students… ‘You can all write.  
‘Creative’ is the first word of the title of this course and that 
is what we are going to focus on.’  You see, so many of my 
adult students were really under-confident. It encouraged 
them to frame what we were going to do as exploration 
first. A lot of people blossom that route. In a sense, this 
approach invites a person to go back to a child-like way of 
looking at the world, as a place of exploration and adven-
ture. The difference is this time it’s the inner world that is 
being explored. - One student said to me: ‘You gave me 
permission to write’. Why would anyone need permis-
sion? But that was how it worked for her.  

This does relate to your question by the way! Ecology is 
organic, not a top-down approach. To see what emerges, 
then tend and nurture it is the growth-model of nature.  
Without realising it at the time, I was ecology-led in many 
areas of my life. For instance, when I began teaching, 
workshops and interactive sessions were unheard of, 
frowned on by college administrators. I had quite a job 

to persuade them that workshops were the most effec-
tive way to teach a subject called ‘Creative Writing’. Now 
workshops are commonplace, no-one blinks an eye. 
Things change.

At the moment I am working on a Complementary 
Spirituality book. It is akin to Complementary Therapy in 
the sense they are both nature-based.  The idea came 
from writing EcoCarols. That is, putting ecological words 
to well-loved Christmas carols. Christmas carols are cel-
ebratory, positive, full of joy and gratitude. It is the mood 
of their music I wanted to direct towards a renewed appre-
ciation of the Earth we all share. The Canadian magazine 
‘Green Teacher’ has just published an article showing 
children how to write their own EcoCarols.

What do you enjoy about living in this area?

Well, there is quite a long list!  The ‘space to write’ comes 
near the top, close on the heels of ‘the space just to be’ 
after my experience in England! Access to a great sports 
centre, and a library where the staff are more helpful than 

any we have previously known. Finding 
a pilates and yoga teacher who 

can be classified as of the ‘in 
your dreams’ type. Swimming 

with seals is great fun – 
weather permitting! And 
making up names for 
the seals – Claudius, 
Roman, Mouse, Snubby, 
Slinky. Identifying birds 
we’ve never seen before, 

and watching the antics 
of those we know well. 

Growing some of my own 
vegetables. Walking in Harris 

and spending time in its landscape.  
I even make a home-baked loaf called 

‘Hills of Harris bread’.  It was one of those cooking experi-
ments that went wrong, but actually produced something 
a bit unique. My husband loves it! 

Are there any drawbacks?

May I reframe that question? Imagine someone did a sur-
vey of millionaires, or perhaps that should be billionaires 
these days! It’s likely they’d have a list of things ‘not quite 
right’ for them. I find it helps to remember that anyone liv-
ing in the U.K. is in the top 10% richest in the world.  

Do you have time for any other leisure activities apart 
from all those you have told us about?

I’ve just taken up digital photography and am attending a 
course run by Community Education. My camera was sto-
len when my home in England was burgled. I’ve decided 
it’s time to update my skills. It will encourage me to follow 
ecologist Rachel Carson. She said ‘Those who contem-
plate the beauty of the Earth find reserves of strength that 
will endure as long as life lasts.’

(An example of Ann’s digital photographic prowess was 
evident in her colour image of the butterfly on the buddleia 
in the October LaTN. Ed.)

Hills of 
Harris bread
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Tanzania 2015

Markandana village

South West Tanzanian Highlands

Cloud and mist hung over the hills in and 
around Markandana, one recent Sunday 
morning, and the rain rattled on the tin 
roof of the Moravian church which shared 
its elevated position above the village with 
the pastor’s house, the primary school and 
playing field. Usually it was a place to catch 
cool breezes, watch the sun go down or 
listen to the church choir sing joyfully to an 
African beat or watch their choreographed 
steps as they led their congregation in 
very active worship; often conducted by 
an older woman, presenting the first line of 
praise. For a short while I had the illusion of 
almost being back in the Scottish Highlands 
as I could see ghostly pine trees emerge 
from the mist, while the groves of banana 
trees were still shrouded until the sun burst 
through, dispelling the cloud and bringing 

warmth and light to the 
township.

I was living in an 
African equiva-
lent to a crofting 
community but 
one well popu-
lated and with 
small holdings 
of between 1-4 
acres, many with 
chickens, pigs 
and two or three 
cattle. Like our com-
munities of old, there 
were no fences and 
hillsides and slopes were 
crisscrossed by beaten clay 
paths used by villagers, especially 
women and children transporting firewood or water or going to the river 
to wash clothes, perhaps like our people did a few generations back.

In addition to banana, there were majestic avo-
cado trees, sweet potato, cassava and a lot of 
beans, which along with rice was a staple part of 
most meals. In the local market, there were toma-
toes, small oranges, onion, imported cabbage 
and small dry lake fish as well as plenty  of coca 
cola, fanta and pepsi. Meat and fish were however 
scarce and expensive and when provided in a 
homestay meal were a garnish, rather than a main 
component of a dish.

In my team with Raleigh International, I had 
both UK and Tanzanian young adult volunteers. 
We delivered Entrepreneurship training for ten 
weeks to eighteen other young people from the 
Markandana area, helping them develop busi-
ness ideas and pitch for seed corn funding. In 
addition, my co-team leader and I were building 

Alasdair Nicholson

Member 
of church 

choir
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leadership skills with our volunteers, carrying out 
action research and promoting active citizenship. 
We built relationships with primary and second-
ary schools with debates and action days, gain-
ing insights into the challenges faced by young 
Tanzanians in accessing school, getting educa-
tional resources and in fighting poverty, particularly 
where the household breadwinner had not survived AIDS 
or other illnesses. 

My volunteers, although they were without phones or 
email for most of their time, gained from their experience 
and potential volunteers can look up Raleigh International 
for future programme application.

Chopping wood 
for the fire

WANTED - EDITOR
LOCH A TUATH NEWS COMMUNITY MAGAZINE

Alasdair with a group of 
young entrepreneurs

Back War Memorial
Annual Service of 

Remembrance 
on

November 8th
at 

10.45 am

"We shall remember them"

Tea served afterwards in Church 
Hall

All welcome
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Sgoil a’ Bhac
GP3-7 Enjoyed a Visit to the Power Station.

Mar pairt dhan phroiseact aca chaidh G3-7 airson turas 
chun an stèisean cumhachd ann an Steòrnabhagh.

“Fhuair mi a-mach gu feum iad a bhi faiceallach 
ag obair air na h-einseanan. ‘S e am pàirt a’ 
b’fheàrr leam nuair a’ chuir Gillian agus 
Kelsey an suidse air.  Bidh cabal a’ 
tighinn fon mhuir gu Steòrnabhagh.”

Bella Wilson GP4

Dh’ionnsaich mi mar a bhios iad a’ 
cleachdadh  a h-uile “control” anns 
an stèisean cumhachd. Chòrd e 
rium nuair a fhuair sinn “ear plugs” 
oir bha fuaim mòr ann nuair a chuir 
iad air an einsean.”

Kelsey Gillies GP4

Chòrd a h-uile càil anns an stèisean cumhachd 
rium.  Chòrd e rium a sreap an staidhre agus a’ coim-
head sios.  Fhuair mi a-mach nach fhaod duine a’ dhol 
a-steach dhan an sub-station oir tha e cunnartach.  Tha 
soighne an àirde.

Samuel Cunningham GP4

Macmillan Coffee 
Morning

On Friday 25th 
September we held 
a very success-
ful Coffee morning 
to raise funds for 
MacMillan Cancer 
Support.  The school 
was turned into a sea 
of green for the day with 
pupils and staff dressing 
up in green clothes.  The 
Pupil Council helped with the 
planning, organising and running of 
the event. The morning’s event began with an assem-
bly led by Rev C.I. Macleod and was followed by our 
coffee morning where we had a lovely selection of 
baking.

Following the coffee morning was The Great Back 
Bake Off where pupils were invited to submit baking 
to be judged by Mr Tait, Mr Macleod and Brian and 
Erica from the canteen.  They had a difficult decision to 

make with all the 
wonderful entries 
on display.  

The winners were 
Anya Rogers for 
the entry with the 
best presentation
and Daniel Macleod
for the best tasting 

cake.  We raised an 
impressive £721.00.

Literacy Day

To celebrate world Literacy 
Day the Pupil Council organised some 

events to promote reading and literature. The pupils 
were encouraged to dress up as characters from dif-
ferent books. Some classes transformed the entrance 
to their rooms as book covers and made bookmarks.         

Unihoc

We had four teams competing in the 
Unihoc competitions this month. All 

our teams played confidently and 
gave of their best.  Back A and Back 
C teams progressed through to the 
Finals’ evening.  They played each 
other for 3rd and 4th place, but 
after drawing in the match they 

Happy to 
be placed 

3rd equal in 
the recent 

uni-hoc 
competitions

Exploring inside the 
power station
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were placed 3rd 
equal. Congratulations 
to the teams.    

G6/7 Were 
Teachers for an 
Afternoon.

G6/7 were learning 
all about electrical 
circuits as part of their 
energy topic. They then 
became teachers for the 
day and showed G3/4/5 
how to make circuits.

“Cheangal mi uèirichean agus aon 
bhataraidh airson bolg beag a chuir air.  Bha mi ag 
obair còmhla ri Maddie.” 

Ava GP3 

Chleachd mise agus Calum busair agus bataraidh.  
Cheangal sinn uèirichean crogail ris

a’ bhusair agus ris a’ 
bhataraidh ach cha do 

dh’obraich e a’ chiad 
turas. Dh’obraich e an 
darna turas ge-ta.  

Seumas GP5

“Rinn mi robot còm-
hla ri Tom le dà bhulb, 

ceithir cliops crogall agus 
trì bataraidhean.  Nuair a 

bhios e air bidh na sùilean a’ 
deàrrsadh.”  

Euan GP5

EP1 and 2 Visit

As part of their topic EP1 and 2 visited the Seaweed 
Factory, the Island Shellfish shop and Hebridean Spa 
Ishga Shop. 

Happy EP 1/2 visiting a fish shop

Hard hats on
and ready to explore

GP 6/7 a' teagaisg GP3-5 mu dheidhinn ealain

Dressing up for World Literacy Day

           EP 1/2 visit the
seaweed factory
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Roving Reporters
Seven busy reporters (Harry, Julie, Sarah, 
Rebecca, Ewan, Alasdair and Joel) have 
lots to tell readers about this month.  
Well done to all the reporters for 
checking information and recording 
important events in the life of Tong 
School.

Nursery News
The children from both nurseries 
joined with us for the Macmillan 
Coffee Morning and the Harvest 
Assembly.  We enjoy working with the 
youngest groups in the school and they 
have fun joining us too. 

The Healthy Hut
We have completely transformed the school Tuck Shop 
naming it the Healthy Hut. The Healthy Hut provides health-
ier choices for snacks at break time. There is a weekly 
menu and some of the options include: cereal bars, toast, 
fruity Tuesday tubs and bread sticks. We asked some of 
the pupils in our school what their thoughts were on the 
Healthy Hut. Amelia (P2) said “I like the fruit” and Grace 
(P6) said “I think it is great”. Many people have been 
going to the Healthy Hut so the school is making more 
money, while helping provide healthier choices of food 
and drink. It opened on Monday 14th September and 
is run by the P6/7 Healthy Helpers Enterprise Team. 
We hope to continue encouraging people to choose 
the healthier snacks at break time.

Macmillan Coffee Morning
Our second Macmillan Coffee Morning turned out to 
be a huge success raising a great total of £1,202.20. 
Each class made items to sell at the coffee morning. 
The nursery and Sgoil Àraich made play dough and 
glittery play dough in a variety of colours as well as 
making rice crispy cakes. Primary1/2 made marsh-
mallow treats and Daniel came up with the great 
idea of calling them scrumshies. 

P3/4 made choco-
late spoons which 
were for hot choc-
olate, you melt 
them into warm 
milk to make hot 
chocolate. P4/5 
made sweet flow-

ers which were 
made by recycling 

kitchen roll tubes and 
putting sweets inside 

them.  P6/7 made banana 
and chocolate chip muffins and 

also blueberry muffins. We all used Fairtrade chocolate 
when making our items to sell. We had lots of stalls: guess 
the weight of the cake, raffles, Macmillan merchandise, 
baking and donations. Everyone really enjoyed the event 
and we would like to thank all the parents and relatives 
who donated baking or helped with the coffee morning. All 

the money raised is going to the local Macmillan char-
ity which is a very good 

cause. Two rep-
resentatives from 
the charity (Mrs 
Macleod and Mrs 
Buchanan) collected 
the huge cheque on 
the morning of our 
Harvest Assembly.

Thank you, Bag 
Packers
We would love to say 
a big thank you to 
all the mums, dads, 
friends, and other 
helpers who partici-
pated in the recent 
bag packing! We 
raised over £750 and 
all the money is going 
towards paying for the 
Cinderella pantomime, 
which we are going to 

see in January as a school. Your help is really appreci-
ated. Thank you lots and lots!   

Unihoc Competition
We entered three teams into a unihoc competition. One 
of the teams was Tong Tigers – Joel, Daniel James, 
Jamie, Alasdair, Edith and Freya. Another team was 
called Tong Legends – Grace, Rebecca, Isla, Samuel 
and Gregor. The Tong Strikers also played - Ewan, Harry, 
Cailean, MaryAnne and Kelci.  The Tong Strikers got in 

Tong School

Fruit and milk at the 
Healthy Hut

Yummy buns at the MacMillan Coffee Morning

What a busy hall!
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to the final, they lost 
against Shawbost 3-1, then they played 

Laxdale and won 5-0, then lost against Back 2-0 and then 
won 7-0 against Point. The Tong Tigers and Tong Legends 
played well but did not make it through to the final.  All the 
teams enjoyed the competition and played amazingly well.  

Harvest  Thanksgiving Assembly
Our Harvest assembly was held in our school hall on 
Wednesday 7th October. Reverend Calum Iain Macleod 
took our Harvest assembly and our special 
guest was Ian Macphee from the Salvation 
Army. Family and friends were invited 
to attend our assembly. Pupils, par-
ents and staff brought dry, tinned 
and packets of food which we 
donated to the Salvation Army. 
The food will be distributed to 
those who are less fortunate 
on our island. Ruby, Liam 
and Faith read their Harvest 
Thanksgiving poems out to 
everyone. We would like 
to say a big thank you to 
all the parents and special 
guests who donated food 
for our Harvest assembly. We 
also want to say a big thank 
you to all the family and friends 
who attended the Harvest assem-

bly. Without the support 

of parents and 
the wider com-
munity our two 
big events of 
the term would 
not have been 
so successful. 

We've included 
Faith's Harvest 
Poem.

Mr Macphee from the Salvation Army at Harvest Assembly
Liam reading his poem at Harvest 

Assembly

Lovely colouring at the coffee morning

Aaran's mum guessed the 
weight of the delicious 

cake made by Mrs  
Mackenzie

Presentation to Mrs Angela Buchanan and Mrs Agnes 

Macleod, two  representatives from the MacMillan charity
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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The readership of the Loch a Tuath News is invited to submit nominations for the Loch a Tuath News Citizenship 
Award for 2015.  You may nominate an individual or a group who, in your estimation, has made a significant contribu-
tion to, or has enhanced the reputation of, the Loch a Tuath communities over the past year.

All nominations will be confidential, but no anonymous nominations will be accepted.  Nominations may be deposited 
in the box at Gordon’s shop, or sent to the Loch a Tuath News Chairman, Willie Maclean, 42b Coll by 1st December 
using the cut-out form below.  If you do not wish to cut up your copy of the Loch a Tuath News you can send your 
nomination on a separate piece of paper including the relevant information required below.  Alternatively you may 
e-mail your nomination to the Chairman (see the contact details on page 2) or send a message to Loch a Tuath 
News Facebook page

 

I wish to nominate _______________________________

for the Loch a Tuath News Citizenship Award 2015

Reason (optional):

Signed:     __________________________________________________________________

Address:   __________________________________________________________________

Loch a Tuath News Citizenship Award 2015

Obituary

The small community of Tong people 
in the South is all the poorer for the 
deaths of Mr Duncan MacFarlane, of 
Giffnock, on Oct 21st and of his aunt, 
Mrs Ann Murray of Motherwell, on 
Nov 15th.  Mr Duncan Macfarlane was 
the son of the late John Macfarlane, 
who died on Nov 28th, 1936, and 
who was in turn the son of the late 
Alistair Macfarlane, in his day a Free 
Church elder whose name was known 
and revered throughout the length and 
breadth of the Long Island.  Duncan 
Macfarlane was born in Stornoway 
and lived most of his adult life in 
Glasgow but he always considered 
himself a Tong man and his figure was 
well known to the villagers at recur-
ring holiday seasons.  He leaves his 
widow Isabella Gunn of Ness, and a 
family of five, Iain, just returned from 
4 years service in Burma;  William, 
Mairi, Ishbel, Christina. Margaret and 
Flora the two latter girls being still at 
school. He was for many years fore-
man engineer with Crow, Hamilton 
Ltd of Pollockshaws.  During the war 
years he put in very strenuous duties, 
and this made inroads on a consti-
tution which was naturally robust.  
Lewis people are not generally asso-
ciated with engineering, but Duncan 
Macfarlane was one of the best men 
in the industry, and practically all the 

working staff of his firm turned up to 
pay a last tribute.  He was cut off in 
his prime, as he was only 59 years old.  

Mrs Ann Murray died peacefully 
at her home in Motherwell, after a 
short illness at the ripe age of 87, the 
same age reached by her brother John 
Macfarlane.  Her husband, Mr Robert 
Blair Murray, pre-deceased her over 
20 years ago.  Mrs Murray’s life was 
not cast among great events, but she 
reared a family of 9 now scattered all 
over the world.  Margaret, Robert and 
Alexandrina are in Australia;  Jessie 
in New Zealand and Catherine in 
the United States;  Annie, Mary and 
David are in Scotland, and her eld-
est son, George, died just over a year 
ago in Detroit, USA.  Following the 
death of her husband, Mrs Murray 
visited some of her family abroad, 
and spent some time in Australia and 
New Zealand, going out by way of 
Suez and back by Panama.  During 
her long life, Mrs Murray maintained 
a close connection with Tong, though 
in later years she was not able to 
make the arduous journey. But the 
past summer was refreshed by a visit 
by Anna Macfarlane of Tong, and her 
niece, Mary Macfarlane.  She was 
attended in her last illness by Mrs R 
Coulter, herself a Thomson from Tong, 
as well as by her own family.  She was 

completely bilingual and was equally 
familiar with her Bible in Gaelic or 
English.  Her youngest son, David, 
is a BSc in Engineering of Glasgow 
University and a national author-
ity on the iron and steel industry.  
He played a part on the Republican 
side during the Spanish Civil War.  
During the late war he was with the 
Ministry of Supply and is now with the 
Ministry of Information.  Her grand-
son, Flight Lieut Robert Mackendrick, 
MA, BSc, of the RAF, home after 
4 years service in the Middle East, 
reached Motherwell less than five 
minutes before the funeral.  A grand-
son Colour-Sergt Ian Mackendrick of 
the Glasgow Highlanders was killed 
in France shortly after the landing, 
but other direct descendants in the 
New Zealand, Australian and United 
States Forces came through unscathed, 
though some of them saw very heavy 
service. Mrs Murray, on Christian 
principles was entirely opposed to war 
and all that it stands for, and she spoke 
her mind on the subject, but that did 
not prevent her from maintaining a 
lively interest in the careers of mem-
bers of the family who were caught 
up in the conflict, and she carried on 
a regular correspondence until she 
took to her bed.  She was in complete 
possession of all her faculties until the 
very end, and her chief delight was to 
read her Bible.

Back in Time - Tong          November 1945
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifie
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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Back in Time - Back           November 1945
Football

A  Back football team visited Ness to play a Ness team.  The 
Back team was mostly composed of pre-war “veterans” with 
the addition of some young blood, and since these veterans 
had often in the past been beaten by the Niseachs, they were 
eagerly anticipating the result of the match.  In a hard-fought 
game, Back won by two goals to one.  After the match the 
Back team was hospitably entertained to tea, and later a 
dance was held, both of which were thoroughly enjoyed by 
the Bacachs.

On Friday last, a Ness team visited Back to play a return 
match with the Back team which had previously visited 
Ness.  The match was played at Upper Coll.  In the first 
half, the Niseachs had to face a strong wind, and Stewart at 
outside left, scored for Back.  Early in the second half, Back 
was awarded a penalty, resulting from a goal-mouth scram-
ble, and Macaulay scored a second for the home team.  But 
the Niseachs then wakened up and showed what they could 
do.  Towards the end of the game, the Back defence had a 
gruelling time of it, and the final result was – Back, 2; Ness, 
1.  There was a large crowd of spectators, many of them 
Niseachs, who enthusiastically supported their own team.

Obituary

Great gloom was cast over the whole district on Saturday 27 
October, when it was learned that Mrs Malcolm Maclean, 
second youngest daughter of Mr and Mrs Donald Maciver, 
4 Upper Coll, had passed away at the County Hospital, at 
the age of 32 years.  Mrs Maclean, who had been in indif-
ferent health for nearly 2 years, seemed to be progressing 
slowly when the end came suddenly. Of a quiet and genial 
disposition, she was much loved by all who knew her, and 
will be sorely missed by her wide circle of friends.  The 
funeral to Gress Cemetery on Tues 30th, was the 
largest seen here for a long time. She is survived 
by her husband, who was granted compassionate 
leave to attend the funeral, her little daughter and 
her parents, also by two sisters in Canada, two at 
home and Jean in London.  To them all we extend 
the heartfelt sympathy of the entire community.

Demobbed and On Leave

Quite a number of our servicemen have been 
demobbed.  This month’s list include Kenneth 
Mackay,  43 Gress;  Alex J Macmillan, 6 Gress;  
John Ferguson, 17 Gress  (who took home with 

him his young bride who hails from Lochs);   Hugh Stewart, 
29 Gress;  Donald Graham, 38 Gress;  John Murray, 33 Gress;  
John Morrison, 34 Gress;  William Morrison, 34 Gress;  
John Macleod, 35 Gress;  Mary Ann Maciver, 36 Gress;  
Malcolm Macritchie, 47 Back;  Murdo Macdonald, 20 Upper 
Coll;  Donald Murray, 7 Upper Coll;  Norman Macdonald, 
50 Coll;  James Beaton, 37 Coll;  Angus Munro, 25 Coll;  
Angus Macaulay, 19 Coll;  Murdo Macaulay, 19 Coll (home 
after 6 months in hospital with a fractured arm);  Malcolm 
Mackay, 53 Coll;  Alexander Maciver, Woodsland Cottage, 
Coll;  Kenneth Macleod, Outend Coll;  Malcolm Macleod, 
43 Coll;  Angus Macleod, 47 Vatisker;  John Mackay, 23 
Back;  Angus Macleod, 32 Back;  Kenneth Macdonald, 61 
Lighthill;  Donald Murray, 33 Gress;  Donald Nicolson, 4 
Back;  Alexander Maciver, Bravick;  Norman Campbell, 8 
Vatisker;  John Cumming, Upper Coll;  Alexander J  and 
Angus Macleod, 16 Upper Coll;  John Maciver, 6 Upper 
Coll.  On leave are Donald Maciver, RNR, 36 Gress;  
Alexander D Stewart, Tug Service, Church St, Back;  L/Bdr 
Alexander J Macaskill, R A, Lighthill;  Donald Macinnes, 
RNR, 4 Gress;  Isabella Macdonald, ATS, 20 Upper Coll;  
PO Donald Macleod, RNR, 14 Upper Coll;  Kenneth 
Macdonald, RNR, 3 Upper Coll;  Normanna  Graham, 
WINS, 38 Coll;  Maggie M Mackay, NAAFI, 39 Coll;  
Cathie Maciver, WAAF, 57 Coll;  John Macdonald, RNR, 
Lighthill;  Bmdr William Tough, RA, New St, Back;  Chief 
Ordnance Artificer Malcolm Maclean, RN, 4 Upper Coll;  
Jean Maciver, Catering Manageress, 4 Upper Coll;  Stoker 
John Macdonald, RNR, 3 Upper Coll;  Neil Beaton, RNR, 
Church St, Back;  Donald Morrison, RNR, New St, Back;  
Flight-Lieut Calum M Mackenzie, RAF, The Manse;  Agnes, 
Hannah and Peggy Ferguson, WAAF, 2 Gress.

We are delighted that Anne Macaulay, Upper Coll, has 
agreed to guest edit the December issue of the magazine as 
Anna Tucker, the editor, is unavailable.

Anne is a former editor of Loch a Tuath News.

After 6th November, any material for publication should be 
sent to Anne whose email is anneraasay@hotmail.com. 
She can also be contacted on 820 501. 

Loch a Tuath News
Editorial Arrangements for December 2015
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Iain Murray (Jock) regales us with the tale of the day the 
Sheriff rode into town. Photographic evidence provided!

On Friday 16th October at 4.30pm, I was sitting quite 
happily on the toilet preparing myself for a bath and my 
normal ‘happy hour’ 
between 5pm and 
6pm when I heard 
Donalda shouting 
“Iain, Iain there’s a 
Sheriff’s car outside 
with flashing lights!” 
I just laughed and 
shouted back, “It 
will take more than 
a Sheriff to remove 
me from this seat!”

All went quiet 
for a few sec-
onds and next 
there she was 
shouting again, 
“Quick, honestly 
Iain, a man has 
come out of it 
and there are three others 
inside!” I still did not move and just shouted, “If it’s the 
FBI, make sure they have a warrant!” I then slowly got 
up, as by this time I half believed she was seeing things. 
I went to the door still hanging on to my open trousers 
and sure enough there was a guy there who I had never 
seen before. I said, “Yes mate, what can I do for you?” He 

replied, “Are you Mr Murray?” “Yes”, I answered, who’s 
asking?” He went on, “Can I talk to you inside?”  “No, 
not until you tell me who you are and why you are here.”

With that I could see the American Police car, with 
Sheriff emblazoned on the side and flashing 

lights, out on the 
road, and the rest 
of its crew coming 
towards me. I just 
thought, “Oh no, 
I should have fin-
ished in the toilet, 
I wonder what they 
are after.” I put in 
my hearing aid  and 
then I could hear 
the laughter from 
around the corner, 
and lo and behold, 
who was there but 
our very Reverend 
(retired) Kenneth M. 
Ferguson who  gloat-
ingly said, “That was 
for laughing at me 
when I was sea sick in 

your boat last year at the Butt of Lewis!”

It is not for repeating in this magazine what I called him 
(under my breath). It was Kenny’s son’s birthday and the 
car had been hired by his wife as a birthday treat. 

Retired Minister Catches Ex-Cop with his Trousers Down

Chum dithis às an sgìre leabhar-là ann an Gàidhlig 
anns a’ Chiad Chogadh. B’iadsan Murchadh Moireach,  
Murchadh Ruaraidh à 18 Am Bac agus Murdie 
MacÌomhair,  Murchadh Alasdair Mhurchaidh Bhàin à 
40 Col. Bha ‘d air a bhith an Oilthigh ObarDheathain 
agus ri linn sin bha iad sna Gòrdanaich.  Chaidh an cuir 
a thrainnsichean na Beilg sa Ghearran 1915, aig aois 
24. Anns na sgrìobh iad a sin tha sinn a’ faighinn dealbh 
air uabhasan a’ chogaidh, air an dàimh a bh’ eadar iad , 
agus air smuaintean mun t-saoghal anns a robh iad beò. 
Cha do thill ach aon dhiubh. 

Air BBC Radio nan Gàidheal Là na Sàbaid 
8mh Samhain 2015, Là Cuimhneachaidh, 
aig 3.30f  ann an  Sgrìobhaidhean às an 
Trainnse, cluinnidh sibh prògram driùid-
hteach le na leabhraichean-là air aithris 
dìreach mar a sgrìobh iad fhèin iad.   Ag 
aithris guth Mhurchaidh Mhoirich tha 
Coinneach Mac a’ Ghobhainn à Griais 
agus Iain Murchadh Mac a’ Mhaoilein 
à Càrlabhagh ag aithris guth Mhurdie 
MhicÌomhair. 

Thèid am prògram ath-chraoladh Diciadain 
11mh Samhain aig 12.03f.

Writings from the Trenches
During World War One, 
Murdo Murray from 18 
Back and Murdie MacIver, 
40 Coll, kept war diaries. 
Both had been in Aberdeen 
University, hence they joined 
the Gordons. They were sent 
to the trenches in Belgium in 
February 1915, both were 24 
years old. Their diaries give us 

glimpses of the horror of the war 
they were fighting, of the camaraderie between 

them and of their moments of reflection on life.  
Sadly, only one of them was to return.

On Remembrance Day, Sunday 8th November 
2015, at 3.30 pm, BBC Radio nan Gaidheal 
brings us Sgrìobhaidhean às an Trainnse, 
a poignant reading of their diaries, in their 
own words.  Murdo Murray’s diary is read 

by Coinneach Smith from Gress and Murdie 
MacIver’s diary by Iain Murdo MacMillan from 

Carloway.  The programme is repeated on 
Wednesday 11th November at 12.03pm. 

Sgrìobhaidhean às an Trainnse
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Part 3 - Cnoc an t-Soluis and Am Poileagan

Donald Martin, 59 Back
Donald was aged 28 years 
when he was killed in action 
with the 26th Australian 
Infantry on 29 July 
1916 at Pozieres 
Ridge - part of the 
larger Battle of the 
Somme. His name 
is engraved on the 
Villers-Bretonneux 
Memorial in 
France which is the 
Australian National 
Memorial erected to 
commemorate all the 
country's soldiers who 
fought in WW1. He was 
one of two sons of Allan and 
Christina Martin who served 
their country; his brother Malcolm 
fought with the Gordon Highlanders and survived the war 
but he also died prematurely in 1922. Their details are 
inscribed on the family headstone in Gress as are those 
of their cousin Alexander Martin, 17 Vatisker (Sandy an 
Tagalaidh) who was lost through enemy action in 1943. 
Donald's other  relations are mainly the descendants of 
the Martin and MacGregor families who included Tormod 
Eachainn, Coinneach Eachainn, Solid, Connoicean and 
Bean Ghoididh. The present occupant of 59 Back, 
Alasdair 'Red' Mackenzie is a direct descendant of 
Norman Martin who was Donald's grandfather.

Murdo Macleod, 65 Back
Murdo, who served with the 2nd Seaforth Highlanders, 
was lost on the British Army's blackest day of  WW1 - 
1 July 1916, the first day of the Battle of the Somme. 
Almost 20,000 British soldiers lost their lives on this one 
day - seventeen Lewis men among them - and a further 
37,000 were wounded. Murdo has no known grave and 
his name is one of the 72,000 engraved on the Thiepval 
Memorial to the Missing of the Somme in France. He was 
the son of Duncan and Annie Macleod (nee Mackenzie, 
62 Back) - Duncan died just a month after his 21 year 
old son's demise. Murdo was one of twelve in the family 
and there are many on the island who are related to him; 
Aonghas Chaluim 'an Duncan and Jessie Bell Ladaidh of 
Outend Coll are those who live locally to whom he was a 
great-uncle. His nephew Alex John Macleod, 63 Coll - the 
grandfather of Rev Alasdair I Macleod - was our district's 
only survivor of the Iolaire disaster of 1 January 1919.

Kenneth Macleod, 65 Back
Kenneth was a half-brother of Murdo Macleod. His moth-
er Catherine (nee Maciver, 33 Coll), died in 1894 when 
he was aged 17. He lost his life, along with seven other 

crew, on 2 August 1918 when his ship Braeglen was 
sunk in a collision in Liverpool bay. He was married to 
Catherine Mackenzie, Swordale and lived at 22 Melbost 
with his wife and son. His remains were brought home 
and interred in Aignish Cemetery. Kenneth's name is not 
recorded on the Back War Memorial but is engraved on 
the Melbost/Branahuie Memorial. The Macleod family 
were the only ones in Back village to suffer a double 
bereavement; sadly that providence would visit another 
eight families across the Loch a Tuath district between 
1914 and 1919.

Evander MacDonald, 4 New Street
Iomhair an Diùc was a Boer War veteran who saw con-
tinuous service in that campaign at the turn of the 20th 
century. He was lost at sea on 20 January 1917, aged 38 

years, when his ship SS Bulgarian 
was sunk by a U-boat off the south 

west coast of Ireland. A survivor 
of the sinking wrote home 
from a prisoner of war camp 
saying that the last sight he 
had of Evander was him 
standing calmly by his gun. 
His widow Catherine (nee 
Maclennan, 15 Coll) sur-
vived him by almost sixty 
years. His daughter Annie 

Macleod, 43 Back (Bean 
Iain Doo) was the district's 

- and possibly the island's - 
last orphan of WW1. She was 

3 years old when her father was 
lost and she passed away in April 

2012 aged 98 years. Evander's granddaughter Catherine 
Wilson (Catriona an Olaich) lives in the old family home 
today. 

Those Who Came Home - A Brief Summary
In all, one hundred and six men from Back village served 
their country from 1914-1918. As 
well as the fourteen men who 
were lost, another twelve 
were wounded - some seri-
ously. Roderick Murray, 
21 Back (Ruairidh Lidy) 
served with the Gordon 
Highlanders but was 
invalided out and died 
after the war ended 
having not recovered 
from his injuries. Three 
men from the village 
received the Military 
Medal for their bravery: 
Alexander Graham, 8 
Back (Ailig Alasdair Bhig), 
John Graham, 31 Back 
(mac Aonghais Sheoc) and 

Gaisgich a' Bhac - The Fallen of Back Village 
1914-1919

Roderick Macleod, 
44 Back
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Murdo Murray, 52 Back (Murchadh Dhòmhnaill). 
The writer's neighbour Alex Neil Kennedy, 13 
Back came through some of the worst fighting 
unscathed. A notable athlete, he once sprinted 
back to safety from the battlefield and somersault-
ed into a trench whereupon a German bullet fired 
into the heel of his boot. Murdo Murray, 18 Back 
(Murchadh Ruairidh), who was a lieutenant with 
the Seaforth Highlanders, kept a diary of his expe-
riences at Ypres which was later published in the 
book Luach na Saorsa. Some men from the district 
were held captive for much of the war; Malcolm 
Macmillan, 26 Back (Calum Bullar) and Kenneth 
Gunn, 1 New Street (Gurais) were interned under 
the Conditions of War at Groningen, Holland while 
Murdo Maciver, 48 Back (Geadaidh) was confined 
in a prisoner of war camp in Germany. Norman 
MacGregor, 54 Back (Tormod Eachainn) was the 
second villager who saw action in both WW1 and 
in the gruelling land war in South Africa (1899 
- 1902). Those who served in both world wars includ-
ed Donald Graham, 15 Back (Dolaidh Green), Angus 
Murray, 21 Back (Lidy), Alexander Mackenzie, 46 Back 
(Ailigean Oscar), Roderick MacDonald, Rosehill (mac 'an 
Dodalaidh), Murdo MacDonald, Outend (Praois) and his 
brother William (mac Mhurchaidh Raonailt). Many other 
Great War veterans served with the Home Defence dur-
ing WW2 or were employed in war-relat-
ed projects like the construction works at 
Stornoway Airport. Roderick Macleod, 44 
Back (Ruaraidh Cheanaidh) had a naval 
career spanning almost sixty years which 
took him to conflicts in Egypt, China and 
South Africa before serving in both world 
wars. He was reputed to be the oldest 
man in Britain to receive the 1939-45 
Star and died in 1946 aged 73 years.  

A Closing Thought

The contrasting fortunes of war are per-
haps best exemplified by the providence 
of two childhood friends and neighbours: 
Donald MacDonald, 11 Back (Dòmhnall 

Mhurchaidh Portair) and Donald Stewart, 10 Back (an 
Cuibhlear). Both these young men served with the Royal 
Naval Reserve during the closing months of WW1 and 
after the war ended they made their respective journeys 
home to be with their families for the New Year. While 
Donald (10) arrived safely back around Christmas, 
Donald (11) was one of the scores of Lewismen who 

arrived at Kyle that fateful New Year's Eve to board 
the Iolaire. Aged just 19 years, Donald MacDonald 
was the village's youngest fatality of the war. Aged 
93 years, Donald Stewart was our oldest and last 
veteran when he passed away on 11 November 
1993 - a poignant and symbolic date which marked 
the 75th anniversary of the Armistice and which 
brought closure to Back's involvement in The War 
to End All Wars.

Donald Stewart 'A Cuibhlear' and Donald Macdonald 'An Cuibear'

At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we 
will remember them. Back War Memorial. Courtesy 

of Maggie Macleod

Mill Road Cemetery, Thiepaval, Somme,
France. Here the central headstones are laid flat as 
there is a labyrinth of German tunnels underneath.
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As the growing season draws to a close, now is the 
time to assess this year's crop. In some ways it was 
somewhat disappointing as we did not get the sunshine 
one would expect in the summer, especially 
the July showers, which used to give 
the garden a good soaking.  Will 
we see this kind of summer 
again?

One plant which, sur-
prisingly, did well for 
some was the potato, 
perhaps not giving the 
yield one would expect 
though, myself includ-
ed. Everything got off 
to a slow start and so 
was late. The carrot tops, 
at the time of writing in mid-
October, are excellent and the 
roots beneath are average and 
still growing, though sadly, some have 
bolted. Winter swede, again, are not large 
but good, though the leaves are badly eaten by caterpil-
lars and slugs. I have never seen such damage done to 
turnip tops. I planted two types of leek - a pot leek and 
a blanch leek. The pot has done well but many of the 
blanch leeks have bolted, probably due to cold and wet 
soil. I will not plant any more blanch leek as every year 
half of them go to seed, whereas none of the pot leek 
have bolted.

You may ask, what is a pot leek?  First, it is not grown 
in pots and is never sold in shops as a vegetable, but 

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...Looking Back and Looking 

Forward!
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is grown privately, often for shows, and is excellent for 
the kitchen. Most pot leeks grow no more than 6" in 
length, with heavy leaves which are very tender, but 

can be 6-10" in girth. There are three types 
of leeks normally grown - pot, blanch 

and long leeks. The last two are 
those which are sold in shops 

for consumption.

The mange-tout did very 
well and are still grow-
ing and the tomatoes in 
the greenhouse, though 
late, gave an excellent 
crop. As our season is 
so short I kept them to 
three trusses. Flowering 
bedding plants were a 
disappointment as many 
of them perished.

We shall now begin to 
tidy the garden in preparation for next year. 

Ground will be turned and manured, though I shall 
leave the carrots, turnips and cabbages in the ground. 
The leeks will be cut, bagged and frozen. As we browse 
through the catalogues we must not let the disappoint-
ments of this year hinder our enthusiasm for next year. 
But I shall not be buying any more flowering seeds, 
which seem so attractive in the catalogue, but in reality 
soon perished, some even in the greenhouse due to 
low night-time temperatures.

From The Poileagan

Pot 
Leek
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Catriona and David Maclennan (Gress)

Angus and Lena 
Maclennan 

(Gress)

As na Bailtean Pictures

Andrew Macleod 
with his mum 
Chriselle and dad 
Iain (Tong)

David Nicolson (Tong)

Ellie 
Macdonald, 

(Coll)

D.A. Stewart (Cab) 
and his wife Joan, 

Kenneth A. Maciver 
(Kenny Fiadh) and 
his wife Isobel on 

their way to the 
Queen’s Garden 

Party at Holyrood 
Palace on 1st July 

2015.
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Once again Còisir Sgìr' a’ Bhac have returned home 
from the National Mòd with some silverware and great 
memories. The consensus from everyone is that Oban 
is the best place to hold this annual event, for a number 
of reasons. It is a town which retains its very own unique 
character, the shops make a good effort to advertise their 
wares with a touch of 
Gaelic/ tartan/ music 
flair. The weather was 
hot, and sunglasses 
were given an out-
ing. All the island 
choirs performed well 
and it was hearten-
ing to see Barra Choir 
take part, after many 
years of absence.  
We hope to see, that 
at next year's Mòd in 
Stornoway, other dis-
tricts will be able to 
put a choir forward 
in the competitions. 
At present Lewis is 
represented by Back, 
Tong, Laxdale, Lochs 
and Carloway. 

The Ladies’ Choir 
competition set piece 
was A' Chuthag, a 
song that some of us 
remember from school choir days. So, for our own 
choice, we chose a more demanding song, Cadal Cuan, 
which was arranged by our tutor and conductor Avril 
Allen. It worked out well for us, as we won that competi-
tion and got 96 marks for our music. This was one of 
the highest music marks ever given to a choir. We are 
very fortunate to have Avril as a conductor and music 
arranger, and we can't thank her enough for her dedica-
tion and hard work with us throughout the year. She is 
also patient, long-suffering and good fun!!

We were given 94 marks for Gaelic, and we have to 
thank Margaret Stewart for being our Gaelic adviser. 
We feel very grateful that Margaret has been helping us 
for the last couple of years and we look forward to her 
valuable advice in the future. Our Back Gaelic can be 
a trial sometimes, especially our mise sounding more 
like ‘mush’! But we did bring home the Cup for highest 
aggregate marks in Gaelic.

We came third in the puirt, which was won by Lochs. 
The Lorn Shield went up to Thurso with Melvich Choir, 
whose Gaelic adviser is Christine Stone. As at every 
Mòd, it is good to meet up with old friends and indeed 

relations. We are always pleased to meet up with 
Christine, and other friends from home. 

Our own choice was An Iolaire by Tormod MacLeòid. 
Avril arranged this song in four parts and we all enjoyed 
singing it on the day. We were happy with our perfor-

mance and I think it will become one of these arrange-
ments which will be heard many times in the future. You 
can listen to the competition on BBC iplayer.

The highlight of our Mòd was singing for Care for a 
Ceilidh. We sang, danced, laughed and ate cake with 
the residents of Argyll House. Cried too, in a good way!

This has become a regular feature of the Mòd, long may 
it continue.

Added to this was our delight when Katy Graham won 
the Traditional Gold Medal, and Isabelle Bain was 
placed third. 

I would also like to thank the Back community which 
supports us in so many ways, contributing to our fund-
raising activities, and giving us encouragement and all 
round goodwill. 

Stornoway next year, see you there, DV.

Chrissie Bell Urpeth

Còisir Sgìr' a' Bhac (courtesy of Stornoway Gazette)

Am Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail 
The Royal National Mòd Oban 2015
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Material for publication in the DECEMBER issue of Loch a Tuath 
News must be in before MONDAY 16th NOVEMBER 2015

Mòd an
Òbain 2015

Tong Choir and Supporters! (Helen,who typesets 
LATN, is far right middle row with her daughter Isla)

: E

A Mòd to remem-
ber for the 
Graham family! 
Katy won the 
Traditional Gold 
medal sing-
ing Tolastaidh 
bho Thuath in 
the qualifying 
round and 
in the final 
she sang Gràdh na h-Oige and O 
Seinnidh mi Duan mu Chluaintean mo Ghràidh. She also 
won the Islander Shield and the Scotia Trophy awarded to 
the competitor gaining the highest mark across Ladies’ and 
Men’s Traditional competitions. Katy’s young sister Alison 
won Silver in all three competitions she entered at Mòd na 
Cloinne; recitation prescribed for age 10, prescribed solo 
singing for age 10 and Bible Reading for fluent speakers 
age 9-10.

G

Alison 
Graham

Katy Graham

Q

$ E
GQ

HJ
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