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It took a while, but COVID-19 
finally reached our district last 
month. At the time of writing, we 
are pleased to say that everyone 
is doing well and no further cases 
have been reported. Coronavirus 
is still looming large over our lives, and 
with winter approaching, it's going to be 
a difficult few months. We can be grateful 
that we've been placed in 'Tier 1' by the 
Scottish government, but I am unclear on 
how this prevents others from higher tier 
areas coming to us. Time will tell, I suppose, 
and with talk of Christmas already, we bet-
ter behave now in the hope some restric-
tions may be relaxed in coming weeks.

One of the highlights of November is usu-
ally Bonfire Night. Although it can be a 
stressful time for those with pets (myself 
included), the history of it is very inter-
esting. As we will be missing out on our 
annual gatherings this year, I thought I 
might look at why we ‘celebrate’ this day 
each year. 

Guy Fawkes was arrested on 5 November 
1605 for his role in the failed gunpowder 
plot, in which he and his dissident Catholic 
accomplices had planned to blow up the 
Protestant King James I/VI (a very complex 
and interesting character) at the Houses of 
Parliament in London. In the ensuing years, 
5 November became a night of increas-
ingly violent anti-Catholic sentiment, with 
effigies of the Pope being burned on bon-
fires. This continued until the 1850s, when 
attitudes started to change. By the early 
twentieth century, and to the present day, 
the evening has become a social event, with 
towns and villages often organising their 
own bonfire and fireworks display.   

Back to the story. Fireworks were later 
banned under the Catholic King James II, 
who became king in 1685, in an attempt to 
reduce the violence on 5 November every 
year. Later, in 1688, when William of Orange 
(who, coincidentally, landed in England on 
5 November!) overturned James II, the 5 
November celebrations turned into more 
of a celebration of freedom and religion, 
with some elements of anti-Jacobitism (the 
Jacobites were Catholic, remember). Now, 
William of Orange (or William III, or even 

William II in Scotland—it 
gets very complicated!) was 
Protestant, and his birth-
day fell on 4 November. 
William basically comman-
deered the 5 November as 
an extended birthday cel-
ebration for himself, and 
Protestant Scotland cel-
ebrated by lighting huge 
bonfires in various cities. 

Over time, the changing Scottish tradi-
tions meant it became more well known as 
'Bonfire Night' rather than 'Guy Fawkes' 
night. There was a huge rivalry over who 
could build the biggest bonfire! I can still 
remember hints of that friendly competi-
tion from my childhood, as well as the 
boys going around with wheelbarrows col-
lecting tyres to burn…what would SEPA 
say now?! Obviously, at that age, we didn’t 
have a clue what on Earth we were ‘cel-
ebrating’.

It’s a shame to think the young ones are miss-
ing out on some eagerly anticipated nights 
this year, but as with everything else in 2020, 
I’m sure they’ll think outside the box and 
come up with their own celebrations. 

Can I quickly mention that with Christmas 
around the corner (which, again, I’m sure 
will be different than usual), please consider 
shopping local this year to support all our 
local businesses in Back, and beyond, and 
avoid the online giants as much as you are 
able to. It could be the difference between life 
and death for these small enterprises. (And 
maybe also consider a LATN subscription 
for one of your loved ones—you don’t even 
need to leave your house to organise it!).

Thank you to everyone who has contributed 
to this issue; I'm sure you'll agree there is a 
lot of interesting reading in it this month. 
Oh, and don't forget to check out our big 
announcement on p. 29! 

Jayne

www.lochatuathnews.com

 www.facebook.com/LochaTuathNews

 @lochatuathnews

instagram.com/lochatuathnews

Cover image courtesy of Iain Gunn Macleod

Fàilte The Loch a Tuath News Team
Chair
Mary Ann Graham (700383, 
mdavi74979@aol.com)
Vice Chair
Louise Reeves (820713, lreeves1a@
googlemail.com)
Treasurer
Mairi Macleod (11b Coll, 820497)
Secretary
Margaret Macleod (Millview, 34 
Gress, 820768)
Editor
Jayne MacArthur (10 Broadbay View, 
820268, latneditor2@outlook.com)
Typesetting
Helen Smith (angle.smith@live.co.uk)
Distribution
Colin Tucker (820685)
Subscription Organiser
Louise Reeves/Joan Maclean 
(820713/820581)
Advertising
Donald A. Stewart (704877,  
d.stewart11@btinternet.com)
Editorial Committee
Cathie Macleod (820289); Anna 
Tucker (820685); Louise Reeves 
(820713); Melanie Mackay (820917); 
Gill Thompson (820708)
Village Correspondents
Back:
	Katie S. Matheson (17 Back, 
820593, catherinemathesoncm32@
gmail.com)
Vatisker:
	Katy Graham (5 Catherine Hill, 
katygraham_96@hotmail.co.uk)
Inner Coll:
	Joan Macleod (Glenfyne, Shorehill,   
820337, alexjmoley@hotmail.co.uk) 
Outend Coll VACANT
Gress:
  Donalda Murray (21 Gress, 
820225,  
jockmurray.t21@btinternet.com)
	Ishbel Macdonald (31 Gress, 
820392)
Tong:
	Helen Macaulay (Stitch in the 
Ditch; helenmacaulay5@gmail.com)
Upper Coll:
	Joan Maclean (50 Upper Coll, 
820581, joanmac50@hotmail.co.uk)
	Louise Reeves (Upper Coll, 
820713, lreeves1a@googlemail.com)

The views expressed in the 
Loch a Tuath News by named 
individuals, unless otherwise 
stated, are not necessarily 
endorsed by the LATN Editorial 
committee.

Submit an article or a photograph to the Loch a Tuath News by post (10 Broadbay View, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LA) or by email (latneditor2@outlook.com). Contributions are 
preferred in digital format if possible. We are able to scan photos and documents. Please 
contact the editor to make an appointment. If you need to have an article typed, please 
contact the secretary.
Missed any issues? If you would like a copy of any Loch a Tuath News sent to you, then 
please get in touch with Colin Tucker, colintucker2000@yahoo.co.uk; tel.: 01851 820685.
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Back
90th Birthdays
Ciorstag Ghurais celebrated her 90th birth-
day at the beginning of October and we 
extend our best wishes on reaching this 
wonderful milestone. Ciorstag enjoys driv-
ing to Gordon's for her own and Iseabail's 
messages and can often be seen taking a 
walk to the ‘faing' at the Drochaid Dhubh.

On 17 October Chirsty-Ann Gheadaidh of 
48 Back also celebrated her 90th birthday. 
She was actually born on 12 October, 
but back in the 1930s the transport into 
the town wasn’t so good, so births were 
often registered a bit late! Reaching 90 
is amazing, especially when you are still 
able to get out and about, which Chirsty-
Ann does every week on her jaunts into 
Partick, Glasgow. The family celebrated 
in her daughter Christine’s garden (in line 
with the new regulations, of course!) and 
Chirsty-Ann received plenty of lovely 
gifts and birthday cake, and so many 
flowers she didn’t know where to put 
them all! Her family sends their love to 
the best mum, mum-in-law, granny and 
great-granny (or GG as the littlest ones 
like to call her). Happy birthday! 

Graduation and Birthday Celebration
Dr Caitriana Nicholson, 24 Back (nighean 
Peigi Màiri and Alasdair), recently gradu-
ated with a Master's degree in Science and 
Religion, with distinction, from Edinburgh 
University. Caitriana also celebrated a 
special ‘Life begins at....’ birthday with 
her brother Uisdean, who was 38 on the 
same day. Younger sister Eilidh and nieces 
and nephews joined them for a socially 
distanced celebration. Caitriana aims to 
return to work in China when conditions 
allow but is relishing the Nicholson bub-
ble in Edinburgh until then.

Ruby Anniversary
Congratulations to Dolina and Norman 
Macleod of Stornoway, who celebrate 40 
years of marriage on 21 November. Dolina 
is the eldest of the family of Chirsty-Ann 
and the late Angus MacArthur, 50 Back, 
and Norman hails from Carloway. They 
were married in Back Free Church by Rev. 
Montgomery and enjoyed a lovely recep-
tion at the Cabarfeidh Hotel, Stornoway. 
We wish them many more happy years 
together.

Get Well Wishes
We send our well wishes to all those in 
our village who are currently unwell and 
receiving treatment, and to those who are 
and have recently been in hospital.

Vatisker
Double Celebration 
Congratulations to Derick (mac DA 
agus Peigi, 4 Broadbay View) and 

Karen Macleod (nighean Neil agus Maria 
Maclennan, Barra) on the birth of their 
son, Jamie, on 6 August, weighing 9lb 
5oz. Jamie is a little brother for six-year-
old Emily and three-year-old Phoebe, and 
a precious grandson to join five beauti-
ful granddaughters for Peggy and DA. 
Derick and his family live in Barrhead, 
Glasgow, and had planned to bring Jamie 
‘home’ to meet his relatives and celebrate 
Granny and Shen Macleod’s ruby wed-
ding anniversary. They were bitterly dis-
appointed when the strict lockdown was 
imposed on the central belt, as it meant 
they could no longer visit. Thankfully, 
Granny and Shen managed a short trip 
down to Glasgow to meet Jamie the 
week before they were locked down. 

DA and Peggy were married in Stornoway 
High Church on 3 October 1980 by Rev. 
Aonghas Ian Macdonald. The marriage 
ceremony was followed by a reception 
in the Cabarfeidh Hotel, Stornoway. The 
bridesmaids were Peggy’s sister Mairi 
and DA’s sister Effie. Best man duties 
were carried out by DA’s brother Ivor. 
Although COVID-19 restrictions prevent-
ed them from celebrating with friends 
and family as they had hoped, grand-
daughters Lilly, Ava and Isabella were 
determined not to allow Granny and 
Shen’s special day to pass unmarked. 
With the help of their mum, Carolyn, 
they baked and decorated a delicious 
red velvet cake. Nach math a rinn iad!

One Girl and Her Dog
Pictured in our photo spread is Isla Murray 
(1 Vatisker!) and her new pup, Juke. Isla 
has been a keen young shepherdess for 
many years and is going to be in training 
with Juke. This should be an interest-
ing challenge for the trainer and trainee. 
We'll follow their progress with interest.

Get Well Wishes
We wish Lisa Maclean (43 Vatisker) a 
speedy recovery after her spinal surgery. 
We hope you are back on your feet again 
soon. 

Coll
Bereavement
We are sad to report the passing of 
Alistair Morrison late of 15 Assaye 
Place, Stornoway. Alistair, or Coch, as 
he was familiarly known to many, died 
in Raigmore Hospital on 19 September, 
aged 69 years. He was married to Tina 
and together they had four children, 
Donald John (Stornoway), Christopher 
(Upper Coll), Carol (Braeview, 12 Coll) 
and Alistair Iain (Vatisker), and eight 
grandchildren. He was very well known 
island-wide through his love of football 
and was a referee of local matches for a 
number of years. He also worked as a 
Harris Tweed pattern weaver and as a 
part-time taxi driver and painter before 

retiring. He always enjoyed a great yarn 
with folk. Whether he knew them or 
not, he’d find a connection and always 
left a good print wherever he went. He 
will never be forgotten by his family, or 
indeed by anyone who met him. We send 
our sympathy to his wife, his children 
and his grandchildren, many of whom 
are living in our district.  

Gress
Engagement Congratulations
Many congratulations to Donna 
Macdonald (nighean Seumas Glen agus 
Mairi, 32 Gress) and Innes Maclean (mac 
Alison agus Callum Maclean nach Maireann, 
Newmarket), who got engaged on 10 
October. Innes is the great-grandson of 
former Back School headmaster, Alex 
Matheson. All in the village and both 
families wish them all the best.

Congratulations also go to Coinneach 
Smith (mac Tormod agus Sandra, 7 Gress) 
and Layla Monteith  (Maryburgh), who 
announced their engagement at the end 
of September. Coinneach and Layla are 
living in North Tolsta and we send them 
our good wishes.

New Baby
Best wishes go to Angus and Peggy 
Mackenzie (no. 20) on the birth of a sec-
ond grandson. Their son John and Leanne 
had a baby boy on 30 September, named 
Lachie Stewart, a brother for Rhuaraidh 
Angus. Many congratulations to you all.

Pearl Wedding Anniversary
Angus and Lena Maclennan (Govig) were 
married on 16 October 1990, with the 
reception being held in the Cabarfeidh. 
We wish them many more healthy happy 
years together.

Retirement Wishes
Jack Bain recently retired from his post as 
Depute Rector of the Nicolson Institute. 
Jack began his teaching career as a PE 
teacher in Glasgow in 1985 and moved to 
the Nicolson Institute in 1989, where he 
worked as a PE teacher before moving to 
guidance and finally into management. 
Our best wishes go to Jack for a long and 
healthy retirement.

We also send good wishes to Cathie 
(Tohan) Macleod who has retired after 
working 40 years in the Stornoway library.

As Na 
Bailtean
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Lachie Stewart Mackenzie (Gress) 
Jamie Macleod (Vatisker)

 Isla and Juke (Vatisker)

Donna Macdonald and Innes Maclean (Gress) 

Gillian Macsween (Upper Coll) 

New Babies!
New Babies!

 DA and Peggy Macleod (Vatisker) 

Coinneach Smith and Layla 
Montieth (Gress) 

Angus and Lena Maclennan (Gress)  

 Alistair Morrison

Enga
gem

ents
!

Enga
gem

ents
!
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New Home
We wish to welcome Graham Fraser and 
Lauren Burns, who have now moved into 
their new home at 39b. They had been liv-
ing in the Gress Lodge for a few years and 
we are pleased to extend a warm welcome 
to them both.

Get Well Wishes
Get well wishes go to Morag Macdonad 
(no. 40) after her fall and is in hospital at 
the time of writing.  We hope you will 
make a speedy recovery

Farewell to an Old Building
The corrugated building at 25 Gress will 
soon be demolished. This is the oldest 
building left in the village. It was brought 
here after the First World War by Donald 
Maclean (Crubag, Back) when he was given 
the croft when the land was divided. It was 
lived in while the house was being built.

Upper Coll
Graduation
Congratulations to Gillian MacSween, Isle 
of Scalpay, who was recently awarded 
a Bachelor of Science with Distinction 
in Adult Nursing by the University of 
the Highlands and Islands, and was also 
nominated for the University’s Chancellors 
Award. Gillian is the daughter of Murdo 
and Kareen MacSween, Isle of Scalpay, 
and the granddaughter of Calum Dan and 
Peggy MacIver (Upper Coll).  Gillian is now 
employed as a Community Staff Nurse 
working within the East Side Community 
Nursing Team based in Stornoway. We 
send you best wishes for your new job. 

Double Celebration 
There is a double celebration at No. 1 
Upper Coll. Happy Birthday to Margaret 
Macmillan, who was 70 on 3 November. 
Margaret and Norman will also have been 
married for 50 years on 6 November. We 
congratulate them on these milestone 
events and although there is no oppor-
tunity to celebrate because of the current 
restrictions we send them our very best 
wishes and hope they will be able to 
mark these occasions soon.  Margaret and 

Norman were married by the Reverend 
Donald Macdonald in Greyfriars Free 
Church manse. Reverend Macdonald also 
married her Mum and Dad, Donald and 
Peigi Morrison. 

Birthday Wishes
In the same corner of Upper Coll we 
send special birthday wishes to Christine 
Morrison, Weymouth, No. 4, who will 
be 80 on 10 November. Happy Birthday 
Christine!

Anya and Martin Sobul (9 Upper Coll) 
would like to wish their son Allan a happy 
7th birthday. He came into this world 
on bonfire night! He is always smiling 
and brightens everyone’s day. The Sobuls 
would also like to say a huge thank you to 
their family and friends for all the lovely 
messages they received on their Crystal 
Anniversary on 13 August. 

Welcome Home
We send a very warm welcome home mes-
sage to Margaret and Murdo at Lamraig, 
19b Upper Coll. We wish you many happy 
times there and hope we will soon hear 
your dulcet tones drifting across the Upper 
Coll airways. 

Get Well Wishes
We send our best wishes to any of our vil-
lagers who are recovering from illness in 
hospital or at home. 

Winning Streak
Congratulations to John 
Robert Clark, who has 
recently become the sec-
ond villager in as many 
weeks to win a nice new 
car, a BMW M3. There 
must be something in the 
air. Happy motoring John 
Robert.

Condolences
We would like to send 
our sincere sympathies 
to Christopher and Elvira 
Morrison and family,  
Gearraidh Ghuirm, on 
the recent loss of Chris’s 

dad Alistair. We also remember Chris’s 
mum Tina and the rest of his family.

Bruinish Accident Black Spot
Further to our report last month there 
has been another accident in Upper Coll 
just yards from where the earlier one 
took place. In this latest incident, the car 
brought down a lamppost and crashed 
through the fence, taking down strain-
ers and posts in its path. Fortunately, 
nobody was injured. These accidents have 
the potential to cause very serious harm 
as in both cases the cars went across the 
pedestrian pathway running alongside the 
road. This pathway is widely used by 
individuals and families out walking and 
makes the case for an enforced speed limit 
through the whole of the Upper Coll dis-
trict more urgent than ever. 

Tong
Student of the Year 

Well done to Andrew Horne on being 
awarded the title of Lews Castle College 
Student of the Year. Andrew is an SVQ 
Electrical Installation student serving 
his apprenticeship with A. Campbell 
Electrical Services (ACES). Andrew is the 
son of Marlene and John Horne, and 
a grandson of Angus Allan and Anne 
Macdonald (13a Aird Tong) and a great-
grandson of William (Uilleam Shandy) and 
Peigi Mairi Macdonald (53 Vatisker).

Beach Rescue

Two people had a lucky escape on the morning of Saturday 
26 September after becoming cut off by the tide while winkle 
picking the previous evening. Fortunately, they managed to get 
ashore at Sialabhaig Mòr in Gress. Unable to call for help, they 
sheltered in a bothy beside the beach overnight. The next morn-
ing, a fishing crew spotted the boat and contacted the emergen-
cy services. The Coastguard rescue team, including the lifeboat, 
were despatched, having to trek nearly a mile through waist-
high heather to reach the stranded couple. They were airlifted 
to Stornoway Airport and then transported to Western Isles 

Hospital, where they were later discharged with no injuries.

CnES Budget Consulation Update

On 1 October, the Comhairle agreed to remove consideration 
of the review of educational provision at Laxdale, Tong and 
Back from the budget-setting process for 2021/22. According to 
Councillor Donald Crichton, this was in response to the findings 
of the initial online public survey consultation and local mem-
bers’ feedback. The highest response rate to the survey was form 
the Loch a’ Tuath ward. 

Also in the News

Back War Memorial Committee
Remembrance Sunday 8th 

November 2020
The Back War Memorial Committee with regret 
give notice that due to COVID–19 restrictions, and 
in accordance with current guidance there will 
be no public gathering at the War Memorial on 
Remembrance Sunday. Wreaths will be laid by 
nominated organisations at 11.00am, however the 
attendance is strictly restricted to a limited number 
of representatives from each organisation.
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New Babies
New Babies

Allan Sobul  
(Upper Coll)

Anya and Martin 
 Sobul (Upper Coll)

 Jackie and Coco outside the old Gress 
building

Catriana 
and 

Uisdean 
Nicholson 

(Back)

Nan Stewart (12 Back) celebrated her 80th  
birthday on 26 November (see last edition) 

 Andrew Horne (courtesy LCC)

 Chirsty-
Ann 

Macleod 
(Back)

Pet corner entries are now 
closed. Those featured since 
the February issue will 
be entered into our Pet of 
the Year 2020 competition, 
which will be launched on 
Facebook on 8 November. If 
you don't have a Facebook 
account, visit our website 
(www.lochatuathnews.com) 
for instructions on how to 
vote by email. The winner 
will receive a trophy, rosette 
and £20 voucher; the runner-
up will receive a rosette and 
goody bag of pet treats.

See p27 for this issue's 
entrants.

Pet of the 
Year 2020
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pudding), will now be sold in one of the best top-
end foodhalls in the country! This new order is 
part of a planned expansion for the business, and 
we wish them all the best in their upscaling.

Sheep Injured

Two sheep on a croft in Gress had to be treated 
by a vet on Saturday 17 October after being 
attacked by two dogs, described as being large 
and brown. The police were called after the dogs 
were seen chasing and worrying the sheep at 
around 11.30am in the morning. Anyone with 
information related to the incident are being 
asked to contact the police on the non-emergen-
cy 101 number, quoting incident reference NH 
1188/20.

New Ownership for Harbour Seafoods

‘By the Harbour’ is the new name for the old 
Harbour Seafoods, opposite the Fisherman’s 
Co-op in Stornoway. The new owners are Sean 
Clarke (formerly known as the ‘Buckie Fish 
Man’!) and his partner Julia, who live in Tong. 
The shop will offer fresh fish and also deli-style 
offerings of prepared seafood from Upper Coll 
chef Jason Brett, formerly of Digby Chick. 

Island Games

Local athletes were disappointed to find out recently that the much-anticipated 
Island Games will not be held in Guernsey in 2021 amidst concerns about 
COVID-19. 

Award-Winning Documentary

Unfortunately, we can’t take any credit for Peat & Diesel’s huge success here 
in the Loch a’ Tuath district, but we can congratulate Margaret Mary Murray 
(daughter of Catriona and the late Neil (Niall Sheumais Murray), BBC Alba 
Head of Service and Executive Producer of the Peat & Diesel documentary 
‘That’s the Way We Do It!’ on winning the prize for International Documentary 
Feature at the Williamsburg International Film & Music Festival in Brooklyn, 
New York, in September. The documentary, which aired on BBC Alba in early 
April, drew one of the biggest audiences of the year for the channel. 

COVID-19 Sceptic Tests Positive

On the morning of 2 October, news broke that a man with deep-rooted Tong 
connections had tested positive for coronavirus. Just days after mocking a rival 
for wearing a mask, and mere weeks after saying a corner was being turned in 
the pandemic, the gentleman in question and his wife were found to have the 
virus after having taken numerous flights with an infected advisor. The man’s 
name? Donald J. Trump. His home (at the time of writing):' The White House, 
Washington, DC. After spending much of 2020 downplaying the seriousness of 
the pandemic, President Trump and the First Lady are, at the time of writing, 
‘doing well’, although at 74 years of age, the president, whose mother hailed 
from Tong, does fall into the ‘at-risk’ category. After saying the virus ‘affects 
virtually nobody’, it’ll be interesting to see what happens next in the US, which 
still leads the world in cases (over 9.2 million) and deaths (over 229,000). Stay 
away from the bleach a’ Domhnaill!

Last Sale of the Season a Success

The last sheep sale of the season was held at the Lewis and Harris Auction Mart 
on Monday 12 October, following a cattle sale on 6 October. A total of 1841 
lambs, ewes, gimmers and feeding sheep were sold. Leading prices for Back 
included a pen of cross lambs, which sold to £74 gross 43 Vatisker; leading ewe 
prices included three pens of Cheviots, which sold to £78, £71 and £67 gross 
47A Back, and a pen of blackface sheep, which sold to £54 at the same address. 

Macleod & Macleod Changes Things Up

Macleod & Macleod butchers, run by Kenneth Macleod and his son James (3 
Back), has had a shake up recently, with the Church Street shop closing its doors 
to retail customers. Instead, their shop on Westview Terrace in Stornoway will 
become their main premises, and they are welcoming customers both at the 
counter and those wishing to place orders over the phone. There is lots on offer 
in the Westview store, including all the usual fares and some lovely ready meals 
made on site. In other exciting news, their Macleod & Macleod marags (black 

By the Harbour 

Earlier in October, local garage owner and 
vintage car enthusiast Roddy Beaton (40a 
Vatisker) had a visit from a rather fabu-
lous guest. Star of stage and screen Joanna 
Lumley OBE popped in to see his 1962 
Ford Anglia while filming a new TV show. 

When Roddy 
met Joanna
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NORRIE'S GARAGE
 Cars and Commercial Servicing and Repairs 

 MOT  Tyres 

 Wheel Alignment & Wheel Balancing 

 Large Stock of Truck and Trailer Parts 

TEL: 01851 705398
Email: info@norriesgarage.co.uk

43 BELLS ROAD, STORNOWAY

ISLE OF LEWIS HS1 2RL

GOOD RANGE OF 
TYRES IN STOCK
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Football Youth League Games Restart!

The season is a little on the late side but our younger players 
are thrilled to be back playing games for the LHYFA 18s and 
15s leagues. All games are being played at Smith Avenue and 
as part of the COVID safety measures spectators are not per-
mitted, but we’re sure you’ll all join us in wishing both teams 
lots of luck. Keep an eye out for updates and results on our 
Facebook page.

Keep Fit Continues

Both Gordon and Sharon’s classes continue. Choose from early 
morning on a Wednesday with Sharon, or Tuesday evening or 
Thursday morning with Gordon.

Sharon’s early morning session starts on Wednesday 28 
October for a six-week block (£30 Wednesdays 6.30–7.15am). 
For any questions about the class or book please call Sharon 
on 07786033406.

Gordon’s next block starts Tuesday 3/Thursday 5 November 
(£30 for the six-week block). Both Tuesday 7–8pm or Thursday 
9.30–10.30am classes are now available to book online through 
our website www.backfrc.org.uk

Junior Golf

Booking is now open for our junior golf tuition. Thanks to 
funding from the CalMac Community Fund we will be run-
ning two sessions: one for beginners and one for the more 
advanced youngsters (12:30–13:15 for beginners and 13:30–
14:15 for experienced players).

The five-week block starts Saturday 7 November; places are 
limited so don’t miss out. Booking is now open on our website. 

Gym Accepting Application for New Members

The gym has been open for a couple of months now and 
after a few blips and a last-minute change of booking system 
things seems to have settled down and we are now accept-
ing applications for new memberships. To apply for a place 
please email a completed application form to backfrc@
gmail.com (download the form from the gym section of our 
website). Priority will be given to applications from people 
living in the Loch a’ Tuath area, and those wishing to use the 

gym at quieter times. Please note that depending 

on demand applications may be subject to a waiting list.

Badminton Trial: More Dates Added in November

We will have two courts available for booking as a trial on 
Saturday 7, 14 and 21 November from 10am to 5pm. 

Only two people will be permitted per court. Courts must be 
booked in advance and will cost £6 per hour. 

Players must bring their own racquets and shuttlecocks.

Booking opens seven days before and closes 48 hours before.

Archery

We are pleased to see the return of Island Archers to the hall on 
a Wednesday evening. Anyone interested in joining the group 
should get in touch with the group before attending. More 
details can be found on their website www.islandarchers.org 

Bike Club Restart Postponed

Unfortunately, we have had to put our plans for a trial reopen-
ing on hold for now.  Until the restrictions on social gatherings 
and parent and toddler groups are relaxed it’s unlikely the 
group will restart. We are continually monitoring the situation 
and any changes will be available on our website.

Online Booking

Links to all the new booking sites for activities can now be 
accessed from our website. Thank you to everyone for your 
patience. Getting all these systems set up has been a challenge 
and no doubt there will be glitches as we move forward. We are 
really appreciative of everyone’s patience, but please do get in 
touch if you are having any problems.

Terri and Louise continue to work from home for the time 
being and can be contacted as follows:

Terri 07497925905 backfrc@gmail.com (booking enquiries, 
gym, classes and clubs)  

Louise 07375140768 louise.bfrc@gmail.com (junior football). 

Information on clubs and classes, plus links to book can be 
found at www.backfrc.org.uk

Back Footbal l and Recreation Club - What's on in November? 

As a result of this year’s COVID-19 pandemic, An Comunn Gàidhealach made an 
early decision to cancel this year’s Royal National Mòd, which should have been 
held in Inverness in October. Instead, they held a ‘virtual’ Mòd, with a range of spe-
cial programmes aired on BBC Alba and online. Some competitions were held, with 
entrants being asked to pre-record performances and send them in for judging. And 
the Bacaich didn’t let us down! Well done to Lauren Peteranna Lapsley, aged 10, from 
Upper Coll, who was placed third (‘commended’) in the Accordion MSR Under 13s 
section. Coinneach Mackenzie (Vatisker) was also placed third (‘commended’) in the 
Boys’ Under 13s Solo Singing Fluent category. If we have missed anyone with Loch a’ 
Tuath connections, please do let us know for the next issue. 

Royal National Mòd 2020: A Virtual Affair
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feadhainn de na leabhraichean aige 
agus abair gu robh fealla-dha againn 'a 
cruthachadh lampaichean làbha, caracta-
ran ùra agus a còmhradh mu na leabhrai-
chean as fheàrr againn fhìn.

Autumn Gardening

EP6/7 have been busy clearing up the 
front garden in preparation for autumn.

Safety Net Challenge

EP3/4/5 have been busy 
designing and creat-
ing safety nets by using 
newspaper only for eggs 
that are being dropped 
from a 2m height as part 
of their STEM challenge.

Soap Making

This term EP1/2 were 
been busy making their 
own soap to help beat the 
‘coronabug’! They had so 
much fun.

Former Head Teacher Passes Away

It was with great sadness the school community received 
the news that our former Head Teacher, Mr John Maclean, 
had passed away. John came to Sgoil a’ Bhac in the late 
1970s and served first of all in the secondary department, 
teaching Maths and Geography, before becoming Depute 
Head Teacher under Domhnall Alasdair Stewart. John was 
appointed as Head Teacher in 2000 and remained in his 
post until his retirement in June 2010. We wish to send our 
condolences to his widow Aline, to his daughters Ruth and 
Janey, and to the wider family circle (see full Obituary on 
p. 16).

Teddy Bear’s Picnic

Tha clas 1-2 air a bhith a' deanamh obair air an sgeulachd 
'Tha sinn dol a shireadh mathain'. Chaidh sinn air turas 
chun a' Ghearradh chruaidh airson mathain a lorg. Lion 
sinn botail sensory le feur, duilleagan, geugan, burn agus 
poll. Bha Teddy Bear's Picnic againn shuas aig a Lady 
Matheson memorial agus air ar slighe air ais chun am bus lorg sinn 
mathain ann an uamh!

GP1/2 have had a literacy focus on 'We're going on a bear hunt' this term. 
They went to the castle grounds for their own bear hunt. The children 
filled sensory bottles with leaves, twigs, grass and water to match the 
different parts of the story. They had a Teddy Bear's picnic up at the Lady 
Matheson memorial which was so lovely. They collected brambles and a 
few of the children tasted them. They collected chestnuts and when they 
got back to school they opened up the seeds and put the conkers in bags 
to put in the fridge over winter until they plant them in the spring. The 
best part of all was that they found a bear in a cave and took him back to 
school with them!

Roald Dahl

Bha deagh spòrs aig clas 3-4 
Gàidhlig a' comharrachad-
hcò-là breith Roald Dahl. 
Dh'ionnsaich sinn tòrr mu 
dheidhinn an ùghdar ain-
meil agus an seòrsa stoidhle 
sgrìobhadh a bh' aige. Leugh 
sinn earrannan a-mach a 

Sgoil a’ Bhac

 Teddy Bear's Picnic: even the 
teddies wore masks!

 EP6-7 Gardening

 GP3-4 Seachdain Roald Dahl

 EP1-2 Making soap
 Safety Net Challenge
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GP1-2 

EP1-2 

EP3-4-5 

Sgoil Araich 

 GP5-6-7 Girls

 GP5-6-7 Boys

 GP3-4

The whole school went on 
a sponsored bog slog on 
Tuesday 29 September. All the 
children did really well. We 
hope the all the wellies have 
dried out by now!

Bog Slog!

 EP6-7

World’s Biggest Coffee Morning

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we were unable to throw open 
the doors of the school for the World's Biggest Coffee Morning 
for Macmillan Cancer Support. Instead, the school community 
all dressed in green and the staff decided to have its cake and 
eat it! We had a socially distanced afternoon tea party and 
raised the sum of £150 for Macmillan Cancer Support.

Paper Cup Challenge

GP1/2 did the paper cup challenge to see which group could 
build the tallest tower with 20 cups as part of their STEM 
challenge

Stop Smoking!

Tha GP5-7 air a bhi ag ionnsachadh mu bhuaidh a dh'fhaodas 
a bhi air a' bhòdhaig ma tha daoine a' smocadh tombaca. 
Chruthaich iad bileagan fiosrachaidh airson impidh a thoirt 
air daoine a'sguir no stad daoine gun a bhi toiseachadh.

Hoodies

Chruthaich GP6-7 ‘hoodies’ a' cleachdadh tòrr dathan. Bha na 
geansaidhean ag innse torr mu dheidhinn na rudan bu toil leo-
tha agus a' toirt seachad fiosrachadh mu dheidhinn iad fhein 
ann an doigh annasach. 



12

Nursery News

Pupils, staff and parents waved a very fond farewell to 
Isabel, Play Leader in the Gaelic playroom, at the 
end of the school year in June. Isabel joined Tong 
Nursery, which was based in the community 
hall, in 2008 and subsequently moved across 

the road when the nursery became part of the school later that year. We thank 
Isabel for all the dedication, patience and care shown in preparing many young 
charges for school life. Isabel leaves Tong School with our very best wishes for 
a happy and healthy retirement. The inscription on one of the leaving gifts is 
particularly appropriate: 

‘An t-ionnsachadh òg, an t-ionnsachadh bòidheach.’ 

We are certain Isabel will agree with the sentiment that learning at a young age 
is beautiful learning. 

Pupil Council

Eight new Pupil Council members have been elected by their peers to serve as class 
representatives for this session. Pupil Council members take responsibility for speaking 
on behalf of their class at meetings. Ready to steer the school in a positive direction are: 
Joe Macleod, Lily Heckles, Amelia Flaherty, Abbie Macleod, Jamie-Lynne McCulloch, Taylor 
MacFarlane, Layla Mackenzie and Graeme Angus. This is a great opportunity for pupils to make a 
positive difference to the life of the school.

Go Green for MacMillan

As we were unable to host our annual coffee morning for the MacMillan charity, pupils and staff showed their support by dressing in 
green and donating money online. We were delighted to hear our efforts had raised £475 for this worthwhile local charity. We send a 
special well done message to Maisy-Kate (P1) and Archie (P3), who raised an incredible £232.20 by selling delicious cakes at a pop-up 
shop at their home. 

Maths Week Scotland 

The school participated in Maths Week Scotland between 28 September and 4 October. Pupils participated in a variety of fun thinking 
challenges to highlight the importance of maths in everyday activities. We have included some photographs of the week. The final 
activity was a maths quiz with questions set by P6/7. Pupils in each class sat in their house groups and instructions were given via an 
online meeting led by the house captains. Each group worked collaboratively to solve the problems and the Seals swam into first place!

Archie, P3, was inspired by maths week when it came to creating a super hero character during story writing. Read about Mr Maths Man:

Mr Maths Man

My name is Mr Maths Man and I am a friendship super hero. My costume is full of x, ÷, – and + and numbers with maths rules on 
the front.

I have super powers that can write 91,100 
sums in one second. Let me tell you 
about my magic maths day. First I helped 
a school with lots of children who really 
do need help with their maths. Next I 
went all the way to Antarctica to help a 
polar bear who was eating lots and lots 
of poor fish. But you must not tell the 
polar bear this. He must be very fat when 
he sneaked to eat a few of the scared fish! 
After that I went to Tong School to show 
them how to play Totality. You are given 
a total and try to add numbers together 
to make the answer!

When I helped the fish I felt happy. 
When it was Maths day it was a magic 
day and a tiring day. 

Tong School

 
New 

pupil 
council

 +  We love spotting number 
patterns
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The BFG Meets STEM 

The scientists in P4/5 have been conducting some experiments based on Roald Dahl's Big 
Friendly Giant character. One experiment, which generated a lot of excitement, was based 
on the importance of hand washing. Pupils had five slices of bread and they conducted an 
experiment to see if germs were visible on bread touched by hands washed with soap and 
water, hands cleaned with gel, hands wiped with a tissue, hands not cleaned at all along 
with a slice not touched by anyone. The bread was sealed in bags and closely observed 
for a few days. The mould that was clearly visible on the bread touched by dirty hands 
emphasised the importance of good hand hygiene.

Every Picture Tells a Story

The artistic pupils in GM 1/2 have cre-
ated colourful portraits of their friends. Their 
excellent art work has brightened up the cor-
ridor wall and some examples are included 
in this issue. Well done to the young artists!

GM 1/2  
portraits of friends

Farewell to Isabel 

Maths Week collage 


We always get the LATN and enjoy 
the mix of stories and pictures 
featuring all the villages. In last 
month’s issue [September], we read 
that Adam Mackinnon was playing 
for Ross County and in the July/
August issue that James Graham, 
who played for Ross County, had 
signed for Rangers. 

In August 2019 our grandson, 
Donald Mackenzie, signed on for 
Ross County (Junior Team) and 
his twin brother Scott plays for 
Clachnacuddin (Junior Team) and 
hopes to progress with his football. 

The twins have close family connec-
tions with both Adam and James. 
The twins’ dad is a close relative of 
James’ mum and their mum a close 
relative of Adam’s dad!

There’s football training five eve-
nings most weeks—three evenings 
through to Dingwall and two in Inverness. The car is never off the road!

The twins live in Inverness and are grandsons of ourselves, Alasdair and Annie (Brogoch), and great-grandsons of the 
late George and Mary Ann Maciver, 21 Aird Tong.

Annie Mackenzie (Stewart Drive)

Donald signing on the dotted line  

Donald and Scott Mackenzie  

Letter to the Editor: It’s in the Genes
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The first of our virtual winter talks in the series Bacaich Abroad was premiered on 29 September 
2020, when Iain Macleod (Mac Tohan, Gress), who lives in New Zealand, was in conversation 
with Kenny Maciver. The feedback from this talk has been excellent and many people watched 

the premiere, as have many others since. The talk, mostly in Gaelic, can be viewed on our YouTube 
channel and is highly recommended. You will hear of Iain’s memories of growing up in Gress, his 

education and career, and life in New Zealand. Plans are now underway for our next conversation in the series. Look 
out for details.

We also want to record the memories of more senior members of the community for our archives and Kenny has vol-
unteered to carry out interviews, virtually. You need not have been born here—perhaps you have moved to the area. If 
you, or any one in your family would like to take part in this valuable exercise, please get in touch by email or phone 
(0181 820 685). These interviews can be carried out over a smartphone or by Skype. Perhaps a member of a family who 
is allowed to visit at this time of restrictions to normal house visiting could help set up for an older person. 

Last month we mentioned our successful funding applications from CnES Crown Estate Funding for an archaeologi-
cal survey and also for a feasibility study into the options for redeveloping Back Community Hut and ground for the 
benefit of all in the community.

We have now contracted Ian McHardy to undertake an archaeological survey of the whole Back area; further details 
of the survey can be seen in a press release elsewhere in this issue and, as you will see, your participation is welcome. 
We are now also progressing with organising the feasibility study.

Following our request for any local Bàrdachd or songs you may have, we have now have had some items sent to us, 
and for these we are very grateful. We look forward to more contributions.

Finally, the Comann is delighted that Margaret Stewart, 19 Upper Coll has now joined us. The full list of trustees is:

Chair—Anna Tucker (Upper Coll)

Vice chair—Donald I. Macdonald (Back)

Secretary—Anne MacArthur (Broadbay View, 
Vatisker)

Treasurer—Catherine Margaret Macinnes (Back)

Membership Secretary—Mary Ann Davidson 
(Gress)

Cathy Macinnes— (Coll)

Kenny A. Maciver— (Upper Coll)

Seumas MacArthur—(Broadbay View, Vatisker)

Coinneach Mac a’ Ghobhainn—(Gress)

Iain Murray—(Back)

Anne Ramsay—(Back)

Margaret Stewart—(Upper Coll)

Colin Tucker—(Upper Coll)

Further contact details are below.
A.T.

Email: info@cebac.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ComannEBac
Twitter: @ cEBac_org
Website: www.cebac.org

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a Bhac SCIO (Back 
Historical Society) is a Scottish Charitable Incorporateed 
Organisation (SCIO), SC09033, regulated by the Scottish 
Charity Regulator (OSCR).

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac – Back Historical Society
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Loch a’ Tuath Councillors recently approved applications from local community groups in the first round of funding 
from the Crown Estate. This means that there will be an investment of over £130,000 for groups and projects from Tong 
to Tolsta over the next year. 

Crown Estate revenues were devolved to local authorities this year and creates a new opportunity for community 
development and empowerment. There was a distribution of £1.7m across the nine electoral wards of Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar. This means that there was £97.5k for the Loch a’ Tuath Ward for infrastructure projects and £38k for com-
munity projects plus £30k for the development of two Community Partnership Boards to administer the funding. 
Discussions on the establishment of partnership boards are still ongoing. 

This new stream of funding opens up a great opportunity for developing new enterprises and projects in the com-
munity that could put the area on a more sound footing for the coming years. The applications that came in the first 
round matched those aspirations. 

The following groups were successful with their applications:

Crown Estate Funding

Tong Hall Business Hub £1300 Tong Recreation Association

Tong Hall Facilities and Equipment £6,396 Tong Recreation Association

Tong Growing Project £6,396 Tong Recreation Association

Appointment of a Development Officer £9,000 Tong Recreation Association

Part-time Editor for Loch a Tuath News £12,480 Loch a Tuath News

Feasibility study for redevelopment of Back Community Hut £5,000 Comann Eachdraidh Sgire a’ Bhac

Commission of high-level overview of known and suspected 
archaeological sites in the Back area £5,000 Comann Eachdraidh Sgire a’ Bhac

Improvements to historic croft/farm road in Gress village £10,000 Gress Township

Minibus based at Coll community centre for use by clubs and 
other local group/clubs £29,795 Back Football and Recreation Club

Survey of foreshore at Tong to determine what is involved to stop 
erosion £2,950 Tong Community Council

New roof, exterior paint and solar roof panels for the 
Community Hut £12,183 Loch a’ Tuath Community Hut

Provision of recreational facilities, or the organisation of recrea-
tional activities £35,000 PACT (Pairc aig Clann Tholstaidh)

For the second round of funding the Comhairle’s allocation from the 2018/19 net revenues has increased to £2.3m out 
of total revenues of £9.7m. The Comhairle agreed the allocation of this funding with £1485k (the equivalent of £165k 
per ward) being devolved to community forums for projects that benefit coastal communities; and the balance of the 
Year 2 funding (£810k) be used to create a Community Economic Fund to support projects that will grow the Outer 
Hebrides Economy.

Applications for community projects for the next round of funding are now open. To apply, eligible organisations can 
find the page to the application process on the Comhairle’s website here:

https://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/your-council/budgets-and-finance/community-conversations/crown-estate-funding/

The closing date for applications will be 30 November 2020. Please speak to your local councillors if you have any 
questions or require assistance. 

Councillor Donald Crichton
On behalf of the Loch a’ Tuath Councillors

Local Councillors Approve over £130k Crown Estate Funding for Loch a' Tuath Ward Projects 
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just as deserving of recognition. His deter-
mination to provide for children who 
required additional support, whether it 
be for learning or behavioural issues, was 
equally strong, and many former pupils 
from across the educational spectrum will 
readily testify to the positive influence 
that he had on their lives.

Long-term tenure of Headship in any 
school is likely to be marred by challenges 
such as the untimely death of pupils or 
teachers and the occasional disagreements 
between staff. Sgoil a’ Bhac was no differ-
ent to any other school in this respect but 
witnessing John deal with pupils, parents 
and colleagues during such times with his 
customary patience, wisdom, sensitivity 
and good grace was an invaluable learning experience for those of us who worked 
closely with him.

John loved sea fishing, walking and gardening, but it was his keen interest in and 
knowledge of Gaelic language and culture that got him involved in radio broad-
casting and led him to become a household name throughout Gaelic Scotland. 
He recorded many fascinating interviews with people from different communi-
ties across the islands and further afield, capturing the essence of Gaelic idiom, 
proverbs and folklore from days gone by. His weekly programme on Radio nan 
Gaidheal, ‘Facal Oirbh’ was greatly enjoyed by many and ran for eight years. John 
went on to publish the wealth of information gathered in this programme in a 
book entitled ‘Seanfhacail is Seanchas’ in 2005. Producing this book, co-authored by 
Maletta Macphail, was among one of his proudest achievements. 

Surpassing all else in John’s life of course was the family of which he was so proud. 
On behalf of former pupils and colleagues and the wider community of Back, Tong 
and Tolsta, I’d like to express sincere condolences to Aline, Ruth, Janey and their 
respective husbands, Donald and Duncan, as well as the four grandsons, Angus, 
Jamie, David and Andrew. It is particularly sad that COVID restrictions around 
funerals prevented what would undoubtedly have been a very large number of 
people from paying their respects to John in the customary fashion, although many 
lined the cortege’s route through communities on the way to Dalmore.

Over the past few weeks, since John’s death, I have often caught myself smiling 
unconsciously at the memory of many school-based incidents which happened 
before political correctness and woke culture put a stop to a good old-fashioned 
ploy. Knowing the pupils and their families and teaching and non-teaching staff 
well, in a community school, meant that jokes at anyone’s expense were common 
place and even expected. The Head Teacher wasn’t exempt from being the victim 
and, indeed, was complicit in most of the tricks played on others! John created a 
professional yet relaxed atmosphere, which encouraged pupils and staff to perform 
to the very best of their ability while enjoying themselves in the process.

One of my favourite recollections is of John supervising in the canteen. A wee boy, 
who was having his lunch in school for the first time, was watching this poor man 
wandering about aimlessly and chatting to people here and there while everyone 
else went up to the serving hatch, took their tray to the table and sat down to enjoy 
a hearty meal. Feeling sorry for him, the wee boy eventually got up, walked over to 
John holding out a 10p piece and said in Gaelic, 

‘Siuthad a bhròinein. Fhalbh ‘s ceannaich rudeigin dhut fhèin!’

‘There you go, you poor soul. Go and buy something for yourself.’ 

The incident encapsulates all that was endearing about Sgoil a’ Bhac at the time and 
it took John weeks to stop laughing.

Despite his deteriorating health, the last few times I saw John he still took great 
delight in reminiscing about the great times we had in Sgoil a’ Bhac. 

I am grateful that his hearty laugh will be my abiding memory of him.

Duine uasal dha robh gàire faisg!
Angus Maclennan

‘Look Back & Laugh’, the title of our 2001 
school concert, is the most concise way that I 
can think of to sum up seventeen happy years 
spent working with John Maclean, former Head 
Teacher of Sgoil a’ Bhac. While this is not the 
most conventional way to start an obituary, it is 
probably one that would have appealed to John, 
who passed away on Thursday 17 September 
2020. When I look back at our time together, 
laugh is what I do!

Those of us who served under John’s leadership 
were extremely fortunate. Having been men-
tored by Alex (Marco) Macdonald and Donald 
A. Stewart in his roles as Principal Teacher and 
Depute, John adopted and combined the best of 
their abilities when he became Head Teacher of 
his beloved Sgoil a’ Bhac. Firm but fair, profes-
sional but person centred, he was exceptionally 
well qualified for the role of leading a tradition-
al yet forward-looking school that was at the 
heart of a vibrant and supportive community. 

Born in Kirivick, Carloway, in 1948 and educat-
ed at the local primary school and The Nicolson 
Institute, John spent much of his time out with 
school hours weaving, owing to his father’s ill 
health. In 1967, he left for Aberdeen University 
to study Maths and Geography. Having com-
pleted his degree and graduated with a BSc, 
he moved to Edinburgh in 1971 to undertake 
a postgraduate course in teaching at Moray 
House. In 1972, John moved to Glasgow, where 
he began working as a salesman for Procter & 
Gamble. The fact that the job involved driving 
all over the country was one of the main reasons 
he applied for it as driving was a particular 
passion of his—so much so that, in the 1990s, 
he undertook a course in advanced driving 
through the Institute of Advanced Motorists 
and subsequently went on to teach others.

John married Aline in June 1977 in Crossbost 
Free Church, with the reception being held in 
the Cabarfeidh Hotel. They moved home to 
Lewis the following year, as John had secured a 
job as Director of the Van Leer Project. In 1979, 
he took up his first post in Sgoil a’ Bhac, teach-
ing Maths and Geography. Shortly thereafter, 
John and Aline were blessed with the arrival 
of daughters Ruth and Janey. John’s career pro-
gressed with him becoming Principal Teacher 
responsible for Guidance, Depute Head Teacher 
and, following two years in an acting capacity, 
Head Teacher of Sgoil a’ Bhac in 2000. During 
that time, he was the first person in the Western 
Isles to undertake the Scottish Qualification for 
Headship.

Dates and lists fail to do justice to John’s real 
achievements, though, as he was always much 
more focused on people than on process. 
Endless patience and an innate ability to listen 
were qualities that made him a gifted teacher 
and manager of staff. It was a willingness to see 
the best in people that drove him to provide life-
changing opportunities for pupils from both 
Back district and out with. He was justifiably 
proud of the academic achievements of many 
former pupils but was adamant that those who 
performed well in the vocational subjects were 

Obituary: John Maclean, Headteacher, Sgoil a’ Bhac

— Duine uasal dha robh gàire faisg!
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I used to teach design in colleg-
es. Now, as these three types of 
bulbs require different planting 
depths, you fill the pot roughly 
halfway and then pop the tulips 
in nice and close together. We 
want to make a statement loud 
and clear here. Then, add some 
more compost and the daffs, 
and again more compost and 
when you are nearly at the top 
the crocus. If you really want 
to push the boat out you could even add some primula or winter flowering pansies. 
Each bulb flowers at a different time and late January (ish) will see the crocus push-
ing up, reminding you that under the cold earth spring is awakening. Then you 
get the daffs and that beautiful perfume, and lastly the tulips. What could be nicer 
than that by your door, I love keeping an eye out for the first shoots but to get that 
pleasure you need to get to work now. I hate to bring up the word, but a planted pot 
like this would also make a great Christmas gift. Please don’t pop over to break my 
windows—I had to say it! Oh, and the bit at the top about lasagne, that is what this 
technique is called.

Nature’s  DiaryNature’s  Diary
Guess what? I am here to talk lasagne. 
No, don’t turn the page; this is not another 
cookery recipe like the dog biscuits (but 
they were fun). This is something to look 
forward to in the spring, and let’s face it we 
could all do with something nice to plan 
for. Bulbs. And this does not require a lot of 
work digging holes (and in my case hoping 
one of the dogs does not follow me around 
filling them in). You need a large pot with 
drainage holes, some compost and three lots 
of bulbs (available by mail order or, better 
still, support your local nurseries) crocus, 
tulips and daffs. Now, you could be very 
arty and colour coordinate all white for 
instance, or shades of yellow, or—if like 
me—go for pot luck and have a bit of wild 
clashing colours like an 80s disco night 
(hopefully, without the legwarmers!). 
Friends who visit take one look at my 

colour choices and need reminding that C.H.

fall of Antwerp to the German forces 
in October 1914. While an internee in 
Holland, he learned of the death of 
his friend and contemporary, Annie 
Murray, in whose memory he created 
a tapestry (pictured) that he gave to her 
family after the war ended.

Annie was the second youngest in the 
family of eight of Neil and Catherine 
Murray, 52 Vatisker. She died suddenly 
in 1915 aged 21 years, at the home of 
her employer in Inverness, for whom 
she worked as a domestic servant. She 
had left her home in Vatisker to distance 
herself from the impact of tuberculosis 
(TB), that most virulent of illnesses which devastated entire households dur-
ing the first half of the twentieth century. Indeed, in Annie's family only three 
members survived beyond their youth: James (Seumas a' Ghobha), Kate (Bean 
Ailig Ruairidh) and Duncan, who emigrated to Canada, but who died prema-

turely following an accident. 

As TB took hold of the Murray household, James also left the family home 
and moved to Canada for a few years. Kate, by then, was married at 9 Back. 
Interestingly, the disease was most prevalent among young people and 
Annie's parents both lived into their 80s but endured the sorrow of having 
been predeceased by six of their children.

Calum Macmillan's tribute was not the only tapestry to have been created 
by a local internee in Groningen. In the Loch a Tuath News edition from 
December 2014, two similar pieces of work by Kenneth Gunn (Gurais), of 
New Street, Back, were featured, one of which was in memory of his father 
Murdo and sister Margaret. 

The wording on Calum's tapestry reads ‘Annie Murray, Rest in Peace, Allies 
1915 1916’. A sad postscript to the story is that its maker also died relatively 
young, aged 52, in 1945.  

Iain Murray

Thanks to Ian Quigley, West Lothian, for additional information in compiling this article.

During this month of Remembrance we 
think of the hundreds of local residents 
who answered the call during two World 
Wars. Many, as we know, made the ultimate 
sacrifice or were wounded, while others 
were deprived of their liberty during the 
years of conflict. One of those held captive 
was Malcolm Macmillan (Calum Bullar), 
26 Back. Calum was a brother of Christina 
Macleod (Bean Ailig an t-Siaraich) and an 
uncle of Murdina Campbell (Bean Choinnich 
Sglugan). The greater part of his working 
life was spent at sea, initially as a sailor 
and then as a local fisherman. At the outset 
of World War 1 he enlisted with the Royal 
Naval Reserve.

Calum, together with around 100 other 
Lewismen, was interned in Groningen, 
Holland, for almost all of the war, after the 

Annie Murray 

Groningen Tapestry
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that opens up last. Creative 
people by nature are usual-
ly very thoughtful and car-
ing. The last thing anyone 
wants is to put their audi-
ence in danger. Everyone 
I know is totally on board 
with this decision.

Businesses can’t be closed 
without financial sup-
port. If the cash runs out 
the business is finished. 
It’s hard to quantify the 
incredibly large amount 
of pieces involved in this 
industry. If you can think 
of a business chances are 
they are connected. Joiner? They were booked to add a studio room. Graphic 
Designer? They lost all their CD and merch artwork commissions. Vehicle 
Hire? Nobody is hiring the vans for the bands or the lorries for the staging, 
lighting and sound systems. The list is endless.

Here at Wee Studio I was mostly fully booked from March until the end of 
2020. Most of the bookings were touring, live sound, performing, record-
ing and filming weddings. Right off the bat all tour dates, live sound gigs, 
performing gigs were cancelled. The only wedding film I’ve done this year 
was for a favour for my two best friends. Which left me with recording in the 
studio as the sole opportunity for income. But without gigs this actually costs 
more money to do that it makes.

These days, most of the recording at Wee Studio happens through my record 
label, Wee Studio Records. Which means I pay for all of the recording and 
manufacturing costs up front and in return I keep a percentage of the profits 
when the music is finished and sells. The music industry had a rather large 
change the last 10 years during the transition from CD to online streaming. 
On average online streaming pays £0.004 per stream. That’s around 4p an 
album. If you bought a CD for £10, you would have to listen to it 250 times 
(that’s over 13 days, 12 hours a day) for the income to be the same. Painful 
numbers.

It’s been working so far because the trade off has been that scary word 'expo-
sure'. It’s so much easier for an island band to get 50,000 fans from digital 
distribution that it is performing regularly at local venues on an island with 
20,000 in total if you use Lewis as an example. This leads to bigger and better 
opportunities off island, and a good few cases internationally. I’m so proud of 
the work I’ve done to help export the talent. The off island gigs are an oppor-
tunity to get a decent fee and sell merchandise to the audience. However, 
since COVID-19 the 'money' egg basket has fallen. There’s no way to sell 
enough of the music to cover the cost of making the product (album).

So where does that leave us?

- Our venues are no longer ours. We cannot perform to get better at our craft 
or get money to survive.

 - Recording costs more than it can make back. Even with my studio costing 
a fraction of most.

 - Live streaming cannot be monetised unless you had a very large following 
pre-COVID.

It’s with a hard heart that I bring the dis-
tressing news from my beautiful industry. 
Everyone who knows me would agree that 
I try to be upbeat and optimistic at all times. 
It’s a conscious effort to inspire and give self 
confidence to those around me. Friends and 
colleagues included.

In my experience, to work in a creative 
industry always comes with a rather large 
helping of imposter syndrome. It doesn’t 
matter what you achieve or who looks up 
to you, you always feel very grateful to be 
allowed to do what you do. The license to 
carry on using your passion to get by in life 
is always the main goal. Success or 'making 
it' is always secondary.

Here on the Islands our humble, modest 
nature works against us when it comes to 
justifying our worth. It’s something I’ve 
had to uncomfortably push through for my 
own projects. It’s always easier to talk about 
other fantastic work and help others benefit. 
That’s why I’ve always enjoyed working 
with everyone in the scene through my 
studio that I created in February 2008, Wee 
Studio. I find just as much pleasure helping 
other achieve their goals with their passion 
(their dreams!) as I do with my own.

A lot of our own residents don’t really real-
ise that the wealth of talent that the Outer 
Hebrides produces is renowned around the 
world. We have consistently punched above 
our weight taking into consideration the 
small population and lack of opportunities 
living on an Island in the Atlantic Ocean 
comes with. To speak about musicians 
directly we have had talent perform on the 
biggest talk show and largest venues in the 
world, others regularly travel worldwide, 
before lockdown we even had a fisherman, 
electrician and delivery driver selling out 
every large live venue in the country they 
could book on short notice. We have so 
much to celebrate. But we don’t, because 
we’re humble, and grateful for the opportu-
nity to be having the adventures. Remember 
success or 'making it' is secondary. Credit to 
all the fantastic tutors, music programmes, 
supportive council (when they can be) and 
beautiful people that run all the events and 
venues. This was very much a team effort 
and has made it a wholesome environment 
to grow up in the 20 years I’ve been per-
forming music professionally.

2020 brought us COVID-19, which stopped 
every large gathering. The events indus-
try closed first and it will be the industry 

State of the Arts: the Outer Hebrides Music Scene
The Imminent Death of the Outer Hebrides Music Scene by Keith Morrison (Wee Studio)
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From the tender age of 14, I remember the transaction so vividly. 
Adrenaline pumping after playing a show to a packed room full of peo-
ple and going home with a small bundle of money for the band's efforts. 
Driving to the gig, setting up the equipment, sound check, show, load 
out, drive home and then bed. After that first transaction, school was out 
forever.

It seems like these days an already difficult industry to sustain a living 
from just got harder. With the current pandemic restrictions meaning no 
live music events and with the Chancellor’s recent fallacious statement, it 
has been suggested that people in the arts retrain.

Roughly around £1.1 billion is what the live entertainment industry 
takes in annually for the UK and COVID shows no mercy in having a 
catastrophic impact on every person from the ground up who has helped 
bring the public live events, in some cases for decades. From the venues 
closing their doors, bar staff, security, lighting techs, sound engineers, tour 
managers, booking agents, drivers, roadies, bookers and promoters, the 
list goes on.

After having a scheduled tour cancelled with a full plan for 2020 in place with our manager and booking agent, Astrid felt 
the full impact of the pandemic and, personally speaking, I have received no financial aid and had several applications for 
grants declined.

I am in complete acceptance that the proposed £1.57 billion ‘arts support package’ will not filter down to the likes of myself 
or my peers on the island, who have spent years of their lives building and growing businesses that don’t just benefit musi-
cians; they benefit the community.

So where do we turn? Do we think locally? Can our local arts council help us?

The answer is probably no. Mismanagement of public arts money at this moment in time is, unfortunately, glaring every 
struggling artist and unemployed musician in the face right now.

The hospitality industry is facing its hardest time in history, yet in Stornoway the restaurant at An Lanntair just got fully 
refurbished with commissioned art for a mural to go along with the lovely new décor, and, on the flip side, Wee Studio (which 
has trained and supported local musicians since day 1) is thinking of closing its doors!

Uncertain times ahead, indeed. This is an opinion piece and entirely my opinion, so in closing we are definitely in uncharted 
territory, but maybe the way forward is to start building things from the ground up again locally. Musicians won’t stop mak-
ing music nor will artists stop creating art!

Viva la revolución!

Viva la revolución! By Charlie Clark

 - Most of the young musicians have fallen through the cracks 
with financial support every time. They have been punished 
for sacrificing their childhood to get outstanding at their 
craft. Most of them will not take the chance of making this 
their career even if things do get better, and to be honest I 
can’t argue with that. When the next generation comes along 
I can’t image them willing to pay for tuition and pushing 
their children to go through that either.

There is a solution to all of this. Financial support that is 
easy to get (trust me, at the moment it’s ridiculous) and make 
sure no one falls through the cracks. Tell all the talent that 
generates the UK £111 billion a year in creative income to 
hang fire. Pay their bills and feed their families until they’re 
needed again as they have done for all of the other indus-
tries. If it’s a case of purely financial decision making the 
income from tourism, depopulation, creative exports will 
easily cover the cost to help it survive in the long term. I fear 
the financial and business good of the local music scene is 
severely underestimated and too difficult to put to figures. 
Look at the Hebridean Celtic Festival as an easy example of 
a week-long boost to the community.

I’ve always felt an obligation to do my part to make this 
scene a wholesome and happy environment where the 
strongest look after the weakest. I personally have spoken to 
MPs, MSPs, been interviewed for TV and radio and put my 
point across as much as I can. Not only for myself but for 
the whole local industry that I have the pleasure of having 
a birds eye view over. They are all on board with what we 
need. Unfortunately, the people we need to convince are far 
beyond what our little voices can carry.

Talent is already moving on. They are adapting and retrain-
ing as the UK government are suggesting. Music was the 
reason I stayed here on the island. Seventeen years after the 
decision I’m married and we have a perfect life on a croft 
with too perfect little boys who I will continue to teach music 
to. I may be one of the last to make such a big decision for 
such a reason. 

The 'Go and get a proper job' message is loud and clear. Once 
the music is gone, so is a part of our culture. A part of our 
history is gone. 

Our little voices have become a lot smaller.
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HOME improvement CENTRE

Kitchens  Powertools  Handtools  Ironmongery  Paint
Plaster Products  Fireparts  Timber  Household Tiles

Electrical/Plumbing Spares

01851 703646
Fax: 01851 702537

20 Bells Road, Stornoway
Mon - Fri 8am - 5:30pm, Sat 9am - 5pm GIFT VOUCHERS

22 Francis Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
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RMk
tel: 01851 704949
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

● Insurance Brokers

● Business & Personal

● Excellent Service
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YOU CANYOU CAN
TRUSTTRUST

MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

John MacLean Photography

Quality mounting and framing
of photographs and art work

22 Upper Coll, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LS

Tel: 01851 820441 Mobile: 07468 297727

Email: john@johnmacleanphotography.com
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who had the poise and suav-
ity of the best type of regu-
lar officer. 

The Post Office at Back 
will continue, but it is hard 
to imagine it without one 
who had been its presiding 
genius for so long, nor to 
associate it with a site other 
than the familiar spot at 
Coll Cross where for over 
60 years it had remained as 
an unmistakable landmark.

To her only brother John 
Allan, to her sisters 
Christina and Marion in 
America and to all other 
relatives and friends, the 
sympathy of old and young 
in the district will be read-
ily and sincerely accorded.

Mairidh a cliu is a cuimhne 
cubhraidh.  M.M.L.

Married in Inverness
On Wednesday, 1st November, at St Columba’s Church, Inverness, Miss 
Isabel Graham, second daughter of Mr and Mrs A. Graham, 9 Gress, was 
married to Mr James G. Young, eldest son of Mr and Mrs R. Young, St 
Elmo, Hopeman, Morayshire.  

The marriage service was conducted by the Rev. P. Elliot, minister of the 
church. The bride was given away by her father. She looked lovely in a 
long gown of white satin, the bodice of which was studded with mother of 
pearl and sequins. Her long veil was held in place by a coronet of orange 
blossom. She carried a bouquet of red and white carnations with trailing 
fern. The bridesmaid, Miss Joan Graham, sister of the bride, was dressed 
in a long frock of salmon pink taffeta with headdress to match. She car-
ried a Victorian posy of pink carnations and anemones. The duties of best 
man were ably carried out by Mr Ian Young, brother of the ’groom. The 
reception was held in the Columba Hotel, where, after dinner, an enjoyable 
evening was spent in dancing and the singing of Gaelic and English songs. 
Speeches were made and congratulatory telegrams from absent friends were 
read.The bride and groom left for their honeymoon to an unknown destina-
tion amidst showers of confetti. For going away the bride wore a dove grey 
coat over blue and wine accessories. The young couple have now set up 
home in Hopeman. We wish them long life and every happiness.

Married in Arran
The marriage took place on Wednesday, 25th October, in the Free Church, 
Whiting Bay, Arran, of Murdina Graham, youngest daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Murdo Graham, 5 Gress, to William Philip Currie, second son of the 
late William Currie and of Mrs Currie, Braehead, Whiting Bay. The cer-
emony was performed by Rev. D. Ferguson. 

Both the bride’s brothers, Murdo and Alex, travelled to Arran for the occa-
sion, Murdo giving her away. Her dress was of white net over a taffeta 
skirt, with a bodice of broderie anglaise. She wore a Mary Stuart orange 
blossom and pearl headdress, and her long veil was embroidered with lov-
ers’ knots. Her bouquet of red carnation and trailing fern completed the 
charming picture. The bridesmaids, Isabel Macrae, Lower Bayble, a friend 

Whist Drive
The first whist drive of the season was held in Back vil-
lage hall on Friday, the 20th. There was quite a satisfacto-
ry turnout and George Beaton was an efficient cardmaster.

The prize-winners were: Ladies—1st, Cathie Murray; 2nd, 
Mary Macdonald; consolation, Christina Gunn. Gents—
1st, Angus A Macdonald; 2nd, Donald Macleod; consola-
tion, Alex A. Graham. The prizes were presented by Mary 
Macdonald and tea was served by the ladies’ committee. A 
short and enjoyable dance closed the proceedings.

The most gratifying point about these functions is the 
steady increase in the number of ladies attending, and we 
look forward to the day when they outnumber the gentle-
men.

The Late Mrs Macleod, Post Office
All those who knew her, especially those who were her 
relatives and neighbours, will mourn with a sense of 
personal loss, the death of Mrs Macleod or “Iseabal a’ 
Cheannaich”, as she was familiarly called. She passed 
away at her home in Coll after a long and painful illness 
borne with the shining faith and true courage of an indom-
itable Christian. Of her indeed can it be said literally that 
she died in harness.

For over 63 years the Post Office in the Back district had 
been in the hands of her family, for her father, Kenneth 
Maciver, was appointed its first sub-postmaster on the 
27th March, 1887. When he died in 1924, Mrs Macleod 
who had been his tireless assistant for many years, was 
then asked to fill the vacancy. In this capacity she was 
known intimately to everyone from Tong to Tolsta. For 
more than half a century she had been the manager and 
controller of an office which was annually increasing 
volume of business, and in importance. But Mrs Macleod 
kept well abreast of all developments, so that on the day 
of her death her superiors could truly say, “Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant”. It was no secret among 
overseers in the service that Back Post Office was among 
the most efficiently conducted on the island.

A lady of charming manner and inestimable character, 
Mrs Macleod always conducted her business without 
haste and without rest; for her aim was thoroughness, 
without fuss; and she had a perfect sense of justice, deco-
rum, and duty. In her contact with the public she could 
mingle that soothing blend of tact, sympathy, wit, good 
nature and executive decision which makes the wheels of 
business run smoothly. So, in the highest degree, she held 
the respect and confidence of the people for she had no 
selfish objects to serve and she could enter heartily into 
the joys that thrilled them, dispel the fears that depressed 
them, or encouraged the hopes that gave them uplift. But 
only the poor and needy and ill ones knew rightly of her 
boundless generosity, for her left hand never knew what 
her right hand did.

In 1916 she married Lieutenant William Macleod, 
Seaforth Highlanders, a native of Vatisker, who had given 
distinguished service to his country as a regular soldier in 
Africa and elsewhere. He died in 1925 but he is fondly 
remembered at Back as the ideal of a perfect gentleman, 

Back in Time November 1950

Isabel Graham (Ishabal 
Alex Alasdair Bhig) and James Young

continued on p.23



22



23

of the bride, and Anne Currie, sister of the bridegroom, were dressed alike in blue satin, 
with feather headdress and shoulder veils. Their bouquets were pink and white carnations. 
Allan Currie, brother of the bridegroom was best man. After the ceremony, a reception 
attended by over 50 guests was held in Whiting Bay Hotel, and was followed by a largely 
attended dance in Kildonan Hall. 

The presents, many and varied, were ample evidence of the popularity of the young cou-
ple. Leaving for their honeymoon which was spent in the south of England, the bride wore 
a brown coat and hat, with pink accessories. Murdina who was a well-liked lassie in the 
Back district, takes with her into her new life in Arran the good wishes of all her friends.

TONG
Rams, Dipping and Strays
The village wears a serene look now after the boisterous weather of the past few months 
when folk were greatly concerned about getting the harvest secured. This has now been 
done with much extra toil. Consequently the bodach is more approachable, the caileach 
less exacting, and the boys rejoicing to be free to get at the “cudaig” again. The sheep are 
home from the hill and the talk is of rams, dipping and strays.

The Mission House
At the Committee meeting held recently, ways and means were discussed regarding the 
interior painting of the Mission House. A suggestion was put forward that all natives 
wherever resident be invited to subscribe to a fund for the purpose.

As the building is wholly owned by the community and its associations many and sacred to all of us, near and far, we ought to consider 
it a privilege to subscribe towards its upkeep. Since the electric light was installed the necessity for re-decorating is very apparent indeed. 
Subscriptions may be sent to the Clerk to the Mission House Committee who will be happy to acknowledge same.

Ken Macdonald the solicitor is now, 
and then Francis Street, where RMK 
Insurance is now. It was a good day 
when there were only a few in front of 
you. No such thing as appointments. 
Take your turn. At times that meant a 
wait of an hour but everyone got seen.

Isn’t it all so different now? A few 
years ago I phoned for an appoint-
ment, was told there were none avail-
able for 10 days. ‘Is it serious?’ I was 
asked. I replied that I didn’t know, 
that was why I wanted to see a doctor. 

I can’t remember how we sent for 
the doctor before the phone box was 
erected at Tigh Phoshan, but the phone 
at the corner was a huge step forward. It was many years before we had telephones in 
the house. I think it was 1972 before we got one. 

Technology and innovations now mean that I don’t have to move out of my house 
in Col Uarach to be in touch with the furthest away part of the world. There was I at 
home and Iain Tohan in Christchurch, New Zealand. We talked and saw each other, 
and you can see the yarn on the Comann Eachdraidh YouTube site. We both went to 
school the same day in August 1955. We both remembered ‘cleas an ABC’, with Ceiteag 
Mhurchaidh in charge, and I think we both agreed that ours was not an experience we 
would wish on any child at 5 years of age! 

We haven’t visited our grandchildren for 8 months now, but we are grateful for mod-
ern technology that ensures we are in constant touch and it is so normal for them that 
they know us as if we had visited them last week. 

Strange times for us all. Spring and summer were okay. We had the long daylight 
hours and plenty to do. Winter presents a different challenge. Let us remember each 
other as the days get shorter. 

I am now going to look for the wisdom and patience that didn’t come with my birth-
day cards.

I thought when people reached 70 they were 
really old, wise and slow, and that they 
thought of the past as they didn’t really have 
a future. Well, here we are and I am in denial 
about the numbers, have failed to acquire the 
necessary wisdom, don’t think I am that slow 
and am constantly looking at what is ahead. 

We play the game of life with the cards we 
are dealt. Sometimes we don’t play these 
cards very well but the lessons learnt take us 
on to the next part of the game. 

In this strangest of years none of us can claim 
to have seen the like before. We are dealing 
with the difficulties as best we can but with 
no real knowledge or experience of such a 
situation in our own lives. 

I remember us all having the flu in the late 
1950s. We were all in bed. We were all ill. We 
all recovered and carried on with our lives. We 
weren’t frightened of it as we are this year. The 
flu was a periodic illness to be dealt with like 
any other. Unpleasant but not life threatening. 

‘Cur a dh’iarraidh an doctair!’ was the answer 
if we were really under the weather, and the 
doctor came and we got medicine or pills, 
and after a week or two we were fine. Dr 
Gillies came. Hugh, Neil or Sheila. I can’t ever 
remember hearing of the doctor not coming 
or being asked to go to the surgery. None of 
us had cars and a longish walk to get the bus 
at ‘ceann a’ rathaid’ meant much more than a 
similar request does now.

For minor ailments and colds we did go to the 
surgery, first of all on Kenneth Street, where 

Coinneach aig BaileCoinneach aig Baile

 Murdina Graham and William 
Philip Currie
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MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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 Lighthill
Group 1966
At the back, L–R: 
Ruaraidh Mhurchaidh 
Uisdean (Detroit), boy 
in front of Ruaraidh is 
thought to be Stewart, 
Norman L’s brother, 
John Norman a' 
Ghille (55 Back), 
John MacDonald 
Luathain (Rose 
Hill), Iain Dholly, 
George Macritchie (2 
Lighthill), Kenneth 
Macdonald (61 
Back), Calum Beag 
an Tuathanaich (4 
Lighthill), Norman 
L. Macdonald.

Ladies at the front, 
L–R: Peggy Chaluim 
Màiri (4 Lighthill), 
Mary Ann (Bean 
Milo) with her 
daughter Murdina.

 Ishbel Murray (Ishbel a’ Bhrùnaich), Duncan Morrison (Major) and Donnie Murray, Ishbel’s husband.

 Ishbel a’ Bhrùnaich and Major (remembered by many from his days teaching music in rural schools).

 John Milo and his mother Annie (Lighthill) in 1937 

The wedding of Johanna Graham (Seonag Alex 
Alasdair Bhig, 9 Gress) and Murdo Maciver 

(Murchadh Sgaoisaidh, 15 Gress). The bridesmaids 
were Catherine Maciver (Katag Sgaoisaidh, 15 

Gress) and Janet Graham (9 Gress). The best man 
was Murdigan Maciver (Murdigan Sgaoisaidh, 15 

Gress).
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Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office

20 Kenneth Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2DR

Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767

Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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 I'm Ruby. I live 
in Vatisker. It will 
be my birthday 
soon; I'll l be 1 in 
November. I love to 
go for walks round 
Coll with my owner 
Dolanna. I can’t 
wait 
until the 
winter 
comes so 
I can go 
sledging.

Alba, the nearly   
7-month-old Cairn 
Terrier and Border 

Terrier cross, 
was born in Tong 
and now lives in 

Inverness with Flavia 
and Craig

Oliver and Catrick Stewart from Outend Coll 

 Breagha the Springer 
Spaniel from Gress with 
her polar bear

Pet 
Corner

The Sobul's cat Fluffy from 
 Upper Coll says hello to the camera

Dusty the rabbit 
lives in Outend Coll 

 Juke

This is Ruby from 
Stornoway, who spends 
lots of time in 
 Back with her shen, Tormod Spaigean

 This is 2-year-old Kobe from Back

 Sammy the sofa 
surfer watching 
Netflix
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The Lord does indeed move in mysterious ways! 
If someone had told me back in the 1960s that I 
would be involved in a chart-topping album in 
the British Classical Music Charts with Gaelic 
psalm singing I would have thought that they 
were crazy, but crazy things happen in this life. 

I embarked on a new collaboration with Craig 
Armstrong, which began as a meeting of ideas 
with a mutual, long-held belief that there was a 
special project to be written, looking at the unique 
spiritual tradition of Gaelic Psalm singing. 

This has been achieved in a most spectacular 
way on the brand new album, ‘The Edge of the 
Sea’, featuring two new works: ‘The Martyrdom 
Variations’ and ‘Ballantyne’, with the concept 
being realised by bringing together a curated 
congregation from the Isles of Lewis and Harris, 
along with the outstanding talent and enthusiasm of the Scottish 
Ensemble.

A series of videos was created for the project by Scottish artists 
Matthew Dalziel and Louise Scullion. The video for the first 
piece released from ‘The Edge of the Sea’, ‘Ballantyne Movement 
2’, features a stunning and moving view of the Flannan Islands, 
as filmed looking outwards from the Isle of Lewis. 

At the outset of this unique project, it was agreed by both Craig 
Armstrong and I that any music based on the Gaelic Psalms 
would have to be respectful of the tradition and that the compo-
sition written to accompany the singing would allow complete 
freedom of expression for the singing style. 

Gaelic psalm singing has long been a very important tradition 
in the canon of music in Scotland. It is a uniquely Scottish ‘Sean 
Nòs’ old vocal style, which has been nurtured in its natural envi-
ronment of family worship. This unique traditional vocal style 
is sadly facing a real danger of disappearing for good and we 
see this unique recording as an opportunity to both archive and 
introduce a new audience to the tradition with a strong sense of 
its history and future at its core.

‘The Martyrdom Variations’ is based on an existing traditional 
melody, Martyrdom, from the late eighteenth century and is 
still used in Gaelic church services today. The combination of 
its melody and the variations created by the composer was to 
become the beginning of a unique collaboration between Craig 
and I.

‘Ballantyne’, was originally commissioned by Alex Macdonald 
from the Lewis arts centre, An Lanntair, as part of its Creative 
Places Awards concert in August 2016.

‘Ballantyne’ is originally based on the Ascension story of The 
Acts of the Apostles (chapter 1, verses 6-11). Compositionally, 
‘Ballantyne’ also contains a melody by myself and features origi-
nal composition by Craig. It is dedicated to Craig’s father, John 
Armstrong and features Duncan Chisholm, one of the leaders in 
traditional Highland fiddle music.

Gaelic psalm singing has been part of my life for as long as I can 
remember, and I was always hoping to meet a composer who I 
could collaborate with to bring the musical ideas I had ferment-
ing in my brain to fruition in one form or another, but not as 
part of some ‘add-on’ gimmick to a modern music style, but as 
a legitimate and unique art form, which retains its authenticity 
and at the same time explores its amazing ‘Sean Nòs’ vocal style 
possibilities in an orchestral setting.

The recording took place at the stunning acoustic space at 

Dundee Caird Hall with the 
Scottish Ensemble, conduc-
tor Cecilia Weston, guest violin 
Duncan Chisholm and the congre-
gation curated by Calum Martin 
from Lewis and Harris featuring 

solo voice by Isobel Ann Martin and Rev. Calum Iain Macleod. 
The live recording is by award winning (Grammy, BAFTA, 
Classical Brits) Floating Earth engineer Mike Hatch. 

This album is a unique historic work in its combination of 
instrumental music with the Gaelic psalm singing, which is 
always traditionally and importantly unaccompanied. 

We are extremely happy through the financial support of 
Creative Scotland and the PRS Foundation that this recording 
has been able to happen to create this special album.

The Edge of the Sea hit number 1 in the official classical album 
chart on 10 September. What a fantastic achievement.

Edge of the Sea By Calum Martin
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We are delighted to announce an exciting new 
competition for Loch a Tuath News (LATN). Next 
year sees us reach the huge milestone of publish-
ing volume 25 of the magazine. Who would have 
thought when the first issue was published in 
April 1997 that we would still be on the go nearly 
25 years later? 

Since the publication of that first issue, the maga-
zine has undergone many changes, but at its core 
it is still a local publication, supporting and promoting local 
people and businesses, sharing news and views, and publishing 
a wide variety of interesting articles. 

To celebrate reaching 25 years of age, and to mark this achieve-
ment, we feel the time is right to offer our readers a chance to 
redesign our masthead. We have had our current—iconic—
masthead since the very first issue, designed by local artist Kate 
MacFarlane. It is a well-recognised design and we will always be 
very grateful to Kate for allowing us to use her work for nearly 
a quarter of a century. 

We decided it was an opportune moment in time to give the mag 
a revamp and give local artists and designers a chance to try 
their hand at designing us a new masthead. We are announcing 
this now in order to give you plenty of time to enter and so that 
we can get it ready for a big reveal in April, when we publish the 
first issue of what will be a historic volume of issues. 

This will be the first in a series of special competitions and other 
exciting features for our silver jubilee celebrations, beginning 
next year. Watch this space for future announcements!

Categories and Prizes 

There will be four categories: (1) P1–P3; (2) P4–P7; (3) S1–S6; 
and (4) adult/professional artist/designer entries. The winner 
of each category will receive £25, with the overall winner being 
awarded £250.

Judging 

The entries will be judged by a panel of five, which includes, 
from the LATN team, the Editor (Jayne MacArthur), the Chair 
(Mary Ann Graham), and a committee representative (Melanie 
Mackay), as well as two independent judges, local art teach-
er Maggie Smith (Tong) and Gray’s School of Art graduate 
Catherine Macdonald (Upper Coll). Should any conflict of inter-
est arise with entries, a sixth judge will be asked to step in.

The Brief
• Entries can be hand-drawn or digitally designed.

• The design should be modern and be inspired by the Loch 
a’ Tuath area, covering Tong to Gress. Blue (see below) should 
be the main colour, but elements of other colours may be used, 
including silver for our 25th Anniversary. 

• There should be nothing critical at the edges of the design, to 
allow for trimming by the printer.

• For those submitting a digital design, colours should be done 
in CMYK and the code for the LATN blue is ‘0BA9DD’. 

• The overall winner will be required to provide a festive ver-
sion of the design for use in the December/January issue. 

• Electronic files should be submitted as vector images where 
possible, or as high-resolution raster images (minimum 300 dpi), 
and should be in .svg, .pdf, .jpg or .tiff format. 

• Entries not meeting these requirements may be excluded from 
judging.

Who Can Enter?

Anyone permanently resident in the Isle of Lewis can enter, 
except for the judges as named above. Children can enter inde-
pendently or via their school. 

How to Enter

The deadline for entries is 31 January 2021. Judging will take 
place in February 2021. The winner will be revealed to the public 
when the April issue is published. 

Entries should be emailed to latneditor2@outlook.com or trans-
ferred via a free online file-sharing website. Hand-drawn entries 
can be submitted by post or scanned and emailed (ensuring 
the scanned file is of high resolution). For postal entries, please 

send to The Editor, 
Loch a Tuath News, 
10 Broadbay View, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, 
HS2 0LA. All entries 
should contain the 
name of the person 
entering, their age, 
what category they 
are entering, and 
their address and 
telephone number.

Terms and 
Conditions

Full terms and con-
ditions are available 
to read on our web-
site: www.lochatu-
athnews.com/com-
petitions 

Competition Time ! - Redesign our MastheadCompetition Time ! - Redesign our Masthead
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S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts, Tours

Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams  ●  Spectacles  ●  Contact Lenses
6 North Beach, Stornoway                 700808
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Comann Awarded £5,000 to Perform Archaeological 
Survey of Back

As part of Comhairle nan Eilean’s Crown Estate funding 
awards, Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac (Back Historical 
Society) has received £5,000 to carry out an archaeological 
survey of Back.

Although two chambered cairns are evidence that the Back 
district has been settled since Neolithic times, the archaeol-
ogy of the area has not been studied in any great detail. The 
souterrains discovered in the machair area indicate later pat-
terns of settlement, and we know from place-name evidence 
that Norse-speakers lived here once. There are even tantalis-
ing glimpses in the earliest documents that Gress might have 
been the site of a coastal fort like the better-known ones in 
Ness and Tolsta. This survey is a chance to fill in some of the 
blanks in our knowledge of our own prehistory.

The Comann has contracted local archaeologist Ian McHardy (of 
Land Story Lewis) to perform a survey of the entire Back district 
(Upper Coll, Coll, Vatisker, Back Village and Gress). Over the 
next few months, Ian will collate existing data from previous 
surveys and old maps. By next spring it is hoped that a walking 
survey of as many sites of interest as possible can be carried out. 

Ian McHardy is keen for volunteer involvement with the project: 
'People can help by collecting any stories or traditions connected 
with places in the physical landscape, interesting place-names 
which may refer to archaeology, or indeed by reporting any 
suspicious looking humps and bumps in or around their land. 
COVID-permitting there will also be an opportunity for volun-
teer participation in the survey stages next spring, dates to be 
arranged.'

Comann chair Anna Tucker added, 'The opportunity to carry 
out this archaeological survey is very exciting and we are grate-
ful to Comhairle nan Eilean Siar for making this possible.The 
prospect of finding out about our pre-history is a significant  
step in recording the story of Sgire a’ Bhac.

We would love to have your help in participating in the project 
in the ways suggested by Ian. Your local knowldge is invaluable, 
and as time passes there are fewer people around who have an 
intimate  knowledge of the area. Now is the time to share the 
knowledge handed down to you, making it available for the 
generations to come.'

Full information about the project can be found on the Comann’s 
website, at cebac.org/arch or by emailing arch@cebac.org

Chambered cairn near Upper Coll 

£5,000 for Archaeological Survey of Back

I had the idea for this fundraising exhibi-
tion, having contributed my own artwork 
to a wonderful annual project held in 
Herefordshire over the past few years in 
aid of the Hospice there. 

Talla na Mara Gallery kindly offered exhibi-
tion space and admin, and we planned to 
hold the exhibition in June of this year.  The 

aim was to raise money for Bethesda Hospice and the Talla na 
Mara Beach Access Fund (to buy a beach-accessible wheelchair).

We asked artists to donate a postcard-sized piece of their origi-
nal artwork, which we would exhibit and sell at an affordable 
price. I had no idea how many donations we would get or 
whether something like this would work here, but, amazingly, 
throughout the lockdown period, the postman delivered more 
and more packages of artwork—watercolours, acrylics, mixed 
media, print, drawings, textile work, photographs—82 items 
in total. I mounted them all in readiness. Then COVID got in 
the way and the gallery was not open in June. The exhibition was 
rescheduled for 10 days in October. Not as long as previously 
planned, but Talla na Mara kindly fitted it in to their exhibition 
programme so that we could go ahead with the project. The gal-
lery looked great with all the small pieces of artwork displayed 
on both walls and a strict one-way system for viewing.

We have already raised over £2000, thanks to the generosity of 
our island artists and makers and the wonderful people who 
treated themselves to a unique piece of original artwork, and 
special thanks to the West Harris Trust, who provided their gal-
lery and facilities free of charge. 

There are a few fabulous pictures still available, even though the 
exhibition has come to an end. They are available to view online. 
Details of where you can access the online gallery and how you can 
buy a unique piece of art from the Island Art for Giving Exhibition 
is on the Talla na Mara Website, www.tallanamara.co.uk. Work 
can be sent out to you or collected from my studio in Vatisker.

Don’t miss this opportunity to get a very special piece of art-
work, all ready for framing and, at the same time, contribute to 
our two chosen charities.

Gill Thompson 

Island Art for Giving
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campaign on Friday 16 October 
against Western Thistle, win-

ning 0–12! The 15s will be coached this 
season by senior team member and Back 
FRC stalwart David Maciver, with the 
help of another club favourite, Jason 
Macleod. The 15s were also delighted to 
receive their new strips from local spon-
sor Jayne Heckles of Broadbay Barbers.

The following week, the 15s beat United 
0-19 and the 18s beat United 4-0.

As ever with print editions, we will be 
out of date by the time this hits the 
shelves! Keep up to date with the team 
news and results on the Back FRC and 
LATN social media pages. 

Material for publication in the DEC/JAN issue of Loch a Tuath 
News must be in before MONDAY 16 NOVEMBER 2020

Nicole Signs for Grampian

Congratulations to Nicole Maclean, who has signed for 
Grampian Ladies FC, a new team for the 2020 season. 
Nicole also plays for RGU and has previously played 
for Western Isles Ladies. 

Speaking to LATN, Nicole said, ‘I didn’t get a chance to 
join a football club when I first came out to Aberdeen 
due to the fact Aberdeen college didn’t have a team, so 
when I went to uni and started playing again, I started 
taking it as seriously as I did before. I was going to 
join Cove Rangers but they unfortunately folded, so 
when I got offered to be signed by Grampian I was delighted as I knew there were 
a lot of experienced players in the team already. We’ll be playing in Championship 
North, with matches every Sunday. I‘ve been playing for the RGU football team for 
a year now, but I’m looking forward to having that extra push with club football, as 
well as my uni team, as it gives me that extra opportunity to come up against great 
teams such as Inverness Caley Thistle, where I know a few girls from home play. It’ll 
be another good push in the right direction with my football after being out of it for 
so long, so I’m very much looking forward to the start of the season!’

Nicole is the daughter of Carol and Donald Maclean (Braeview, 12 Coll).

Super Sub

As predicted in our last issue, Adam Mackinnon (Tong) has continued to warm the 
Ross County first-team bench as a substitute in their 0–3 home defeat to Aberdeen on 
27 September and their defeat at Ibrox to Rangers (2–0) on 4 October before the inter-
national break.

Local Lasses Lead the Charge

On the mainland, the women’s football has also kicked off, with great representation 
from local players. Eleanor Smith (Aird Tong), who plays for Partick Thistle WFC, both 
started and scored the first goal in her team’s 0–3 win over Queen’s Park WFC on the 
first day of their SWPL League 2 season, on 18 October. Also starting on the first day 
of the new season was defender Shana Macphail of Tong Park, who plays for Stirling 
University WFC, also in SWPL League 2. Unfortunately, the Stirling team was on the 
receiving end of a 4–0 defeat by Glasgow Girls. Good luck to both women as the season 
progresses. You can follow their teams on Twitter (@ThistleWFC and @StirUniWFC).

Junior Leagues Kick Off

After what seemed like an endless off-season, the junior football leagues have resumed in 
recent weeks. The Lewis and Harris Youth Football Association (LHYFA) would like the 
teams to be referred to this season as the ‘18s’ and ‘15s’, as, owing to the havoc wreaked by 
the pandemic, and the rescheduling of the matches, some players will be aged 15 and 18.  

Now that we are heading into winter, the matches will be played in Stornoway, at Smith 
Avenue; however, spectators are not allowed at this time, with the LHYFA having 
detailed protocols in place to allow the teams to play.

On Friday 9 October Back 
18s, now managed by sen-
ior squad member Campbell 
Macdonald (Coll), had their 
opening fixture against 
Broad Bay rivals Point, los-
ing 0–2. They played again 
on Saturday 17 October, 
beating United 0–4. Goals 
came from Ross Maciver 
(Fungie), Andrew Macleod, 
James Maclennan and Angus 
Maclennan. 

The 15s kicked-off their 

Jayne Heckles handing the 15s strips over to David Maciver 

 Nicole Maclean (Credit: 
Grampian Ladies FC)

Footbal l 
Focus

Upcoming Fixtures

Friday 6 November
15s Lochs v Back

Saturday 7 November
18s Western Thistle v Back

Friday 13 November 
15s Back v Aths

Friday 27 November
15s Back v Western Thistle

Saturday 28 November
18s Back v Western Thistle

Eleanor Smith (credit @ThistleWFC) 


