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We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 

Fàilte
Welcome to this the October issue of 
volume 18 of Loch a Tuath News.

As the magazine gets ready to go 
to press, the result of the historic 
Scottish Referendum has just been 
announced and the people of Scotland 
have voted to remain as part of the 
United Kingdom. There are of course 
many people who are jubilant today 
as are there many who are very disap-
pointed. However, we now move on, 
hopefully accepting what has been 
decided by the Scottish people, and 
as a result of the whole process there 
may be many more  who have been 
energised to play more part in the 
democratic process than was the case 
previously.

This month we have the usual mixed 
bag of delights for you. In our regular 
features read, in From the Manse, Rev 
Calum Iain Macleod’s message on the 
Referendum. Catch up on the garden 
activities in the Poileagan and look 
back on October of the penultimate 
year of the Second World War in Back 
in Time. In From the Archives look 
back on events in 2004; it is hard to 
believe that it is ten years since some 
of these took place.

Alan Ogston, has written a fascinating 

account of the history of an ancestor of 
his mother (Henrietta Murray late of 21 
Gress), Torquil Macleod. D.A.Stewart 
(Cab) was in conversation with Mrs 
Alexina Cumming, formerly of Coll and 
Upper Coll. Some more young people 
of the Loch a’ Tuath area have had a 
fantastic sailing experience on a Tall 
Ship.  As na Bailtean is packed with 
all the local news and photographs, so 
you can catch up, as always, with all 
the local goings on. We are delighted 
to have a letter from one of our read-
ers in nottingham.

It is always wonderful receiving mate-
rial for your local magazine, be it a 
letter, an article, information and of 
course photographs, so please keep 
sending your contributions in. As has 
been said before, Loch a Tuath News 
is what you, our readers and contribu-
tors  make it. 

We continue to be grateful to our 
advertisers, please give them your 
support when possible, and look out 
for any new advertisers this month.

As was intimated last month, you will 
notice that the price of Loch a Tuath 
News is now £2, the first increase 
since September 2008. Accordingly, 
subscriptions are now £35.64.

Anna Tucker

Front cover: Tong Sunday School 
Trip to Little Bernera
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As NA 
BAilteAN

Unusual Wedding Conveyance!

Last month we sent congratulations 
to Alan and nikki Mackay, Coll, on 
the occasion of their marriage on 
15th August 2014. As can be seen in 
their wedding photograph, the wed-
ding mode of transport was somewhat 
unusual! Alan was driven to the wed-
ding in a Peterbilt 379 Long-hood, 
which was a surprise wedding pre-
sent for him, organised mainly by his 
brother Murdo John, who also carried 
out the duties of best man, and his 
good friend Innes Scott. A lot of other 
people also helped along the way.

Nikki and Alan

nikki was able to join in the excite-
ment of a drive in the truck when 
the bridal couple were driven to the 
Porter’s Lodge for their wedding pho-
tos. Certainly some exciting photos for 
Mr and Mrs Mackay’s wedding album!

The truck belongs to Paraffin Dan and 
Dolina Mackenzie from Thurso, and it 
certainly caused a bit of a stir between 
Stornoway and Coll when it was spot-
ted by many on its travels.

Gress
Condolences

The sympathy of the village is extend-
ed to Martha Macleod and Murdo 
Tòthan on the sudden death of 
Martha’s father, Billy Ross, in Portree. 
Martha visited him in Skye as often as 
she was able. Our thoughts are with 
all the family.

Sympathy is also extended to Mairi 
and Seamus (Glen) and family, 32 
Gress, and to Calum and Ann Smith, 

BAck/VAtisker
Wedding

Heather and Douglas

Douglas and Heather were mar-
ried in July on the bonnie banks 
of Loch Lomond.  Douglas is the 
son of norman and Dolina Macleod, 
Stornoway and the grandson of Angus 
and Kirsty Anne Macarthur, 50 Back. 
We send our congratulations and best 
wishes to Douglas and Heather for 
their future happiness together.

coll
Royal Navy Training

Congratulations to Andrew Murdo 
MacLeod, grandson of Catriona 
MacLeod, 10 Coll, on completion of 
his Phase 1 of Royal navy Training. 
Catriona joined her son Murdo, 
daughter in law Christine and other 
grandson Calum at the “Passing Out” 
parade on the 1st of August at HMS 
Raleigh, Plymouth. Andrew is now 
at HMS Collingwood in Portsmouth 
where he is training to be a Warfare 
Specialist.

Andrew Murdo Macleod

13 Back, on the passing of Effie 
Campbell 39 north Bragar, who was 
Mairi’s aunt and Calum’s grandmoth-
er.

Congratulations to Danny Macleod 
(Mac Sandra Dondy) who has passed 
his driving test. Many safe years of 
driving Danny and always remember 
to anticipate what the other driver will 
do next.

toNG
New Baby Congratulations

Iain Donald MacFarlane was born 
24th July 2014 at 1336 and weighing 
8lb 8oz. 

Iain Donald is Kenneth & Annismarie’s 
fourth child. He has two older sisters 
Faith, aged ten, and  Edith aged eight, 
and an older brother Taylor who is 
three.

Iain Donald MacFarlane

He is the thirteenth grandchild for 
Donald (Churchill) & Anne MacLeod, 
Aird Tong and the eighth grand-
child for Mary and the late norman 
MacFarlane, Aird, Point.
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Nicolson Institute Prefects from 
Tong
Sarah Macleod, Eleanor Smith, Peter 
Macdonald and Calum Macrae all 
started at Tong School together, all 
went to Sgoil a’ Bhac and are now 
together in 6th year at the nicolson 
Institute.  They have now all been 
made prefects, along with their friend 
Tearlach Barden from Upper Coll.  
Eleanor and Tearlach were also elect-
ed as School Captains.

Tong Prefects

Face of the Globe
Congratulations to Former pupil of Tong 
School, Maree Wilson from Aberdeen-
shire, whose mother Hannah comes 
from Tong is representing Scotland in 
the world finals of Face of the Globe 
in Paris this October. She will be com-
peting against girls from countries all 
over the world!

Maree came in the Top Five at the 
Scottish Heat in August and was also 
awarded Miss Charity, as she raised 
the most money out of the adults in 
the heat. She raised nearly £1000 for 
Rainbow Child Foundation which is 
the Pageant’s chosen charity.

Maree

Maree will travel to London on 25 
October when she will meet the other 
contestants and meet the judges (who 
will be judging them not only on stage 
but throughout the week). They will all 
then travel to Disneyland Paris. The 
final takes place on 31 October. She 
is still raising money for Rainbow Child 

Foundation and hopes to double her 
amount before the finals! Her main 
sponsor from the very start has been 
her uncle Alexander Stewart who 
owns Stornoway recycling company.

We send our best wishes to Maree 
and look forward to hearing all about 
the competition and her trip to Paris.

Graduation
Congratulations go to Daniel James 
Law, who graduated from Portsmouth 
University with B.A. (Hons.) in 
Geography.

Daniel James Law

Daniel is the youngest son of nigel 
and Mairi Cook Law, and grandson 
of Agnes a’Bhogie, Morrison Terrace, 
Tong.

Donald (Don) Macleod
4 February 1927 – 11 May 2014

A Tribute

Donald Macleod formerly of 14 Aird 
Tong passed away peacefully on the 
11th of May 2014, in Orewa , new 
Zealand, after a short stay in hospi-
tal. Donald is survived by his sister 
Annabel, (who still resides at number 
14) his son Alec, daughter Christine, 
and grand-children Sarah and Matthew 
who all live in new Zealand. 

Although Donald left Stornoway at the 
age of 18 to “go to sea” he was still a 
well-known and familiar sight to many 
Tong residents due to his frequent 
and extended trips back “home”. His 
strong attachment to Lewis and his 
native tongue remained with Donald 
throughout his life. During one of 
those trips, in the early 1960s, Donald 
brought Alec and Christine home with 
him to live amongst their Scottish fam-
ily for a year or so. They have many 
happy and abiding memories of their 

time living in the village and attending 
Tong school with the local children.  

Donald first settled in new Zealand 
in the 1950s after working his way 
around the world with the Merchant 
navy. He continued with his career 
but thereafter mainly sailed around the 
new Zealand coast. His studies saw 
him gain his new Zealand Master and 
Mate Foreign Going qualifications. 
Donald’s keen intellect remained with 
him right to the end and throughout his 
life he took a genuine interest in world 
affairs, politics, religion and sport. He 
also had a great love of literature 
and particularly enjoyed the poetry of 
Robbie Burns. A hard worker even in 
retirement, he always had a little job 
to do which usually involved building 
furniture or painting around his home 
in Orewa.

The family are very grateful that 
Annabel was able to travel and be 
with them in new Zealand as they 
said their farewells to Donald. They 
are also grateful that Donald lived a 
full and adventurous life with great 
humour and enthusiasm almost to the 
last.

Football Trophies
Congratulations go to cousins who 
won trophies for footballing success.

Ben and Jamie (L. to R.)

Donald Macleod
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12 year old Ben Macmillan won the 
trophy for Top Scorer of the Year for 
Back Under 14 Football Club. His 
cousin Jamie Mackinnon, also 12, was 
awarded  his trophy for being Player of 
the Year. Well done boys!

The boys are the grandsons of Mary 
John and Brian (Loudy) Macleod. 
Hillhead, Tong.

Driving Test Success
Another two young drivers from Aird 
Tong passed their driving tests recent-
ly. We congratulate Sarah Macleod, 
daughter of Donna (Grant) and Iain 
MacLeod, Shiloh, Aird Tong and 
Peter MacDonald, son of Peter and 
Catherine, 8 Springside, Aird Tong. 
We wish them both many safe, happy 
years of driving.

Upper coll
New Baby

Anna Jane

Congratulations and best wishes go 
to Sean and Joanne Macleod, on 
the birth of their daughter Anna Jane 
Macleod, who was born on 20 June 

2014. Anna is a granddaughter for 
Christina Stewart, Upper Coll and for 
Alice and the late Iain C. Macdonald, 
Upper Bayble, and a great grand-
daughter for Isabella and John Stewart 
(Ishbel Bhorbair and Iain Mhicdùgaill), 
29 Upper Coll. 

(The wrong date of birth was given for 
Anna Jane last month. We apologise 
for this error.)

Get Well Wishes

We send our best wishes to Iain 
Mackay, 51 Upper Coll, who is recov-
ering from surgery. We hope he 
makes speedy progress and will soon 
be back working in his beautiful gar-
den, featured in last month’s Anns 
a’Gharradh.

School Captain
We send our congratulations to 
Tearlach Barden, Stac Li, Upper Coll, 
on his being elected School Captain at 
the nicolson Institute. 

Our best wishes to Tearlach, and 
we are sure that he will carry out his 
duties admirably and enjoy his experi-
ence as School Captain. 

Driving Test Success
Seamus, 38 Upper Coll, has recently 
passed his driving test and we send 
him congratulations and best wishes 
for many years of safe driving. Mal and 
Etta will be delighted to be relieved of 
taxi duties!

Calum’s Cruach

Much admiration has been given by 
folk passing 6 Upper Coll as they 
see Calum Mackay’s (mac Iomhair a’ 
Bhounce agus Agnes) peatstack. It is 

indeed a work of art. See photo on p23.

New Bull

A milestone in crofting took place in 
Upper Coll on 9 August when Kenny 
Macleod, Gearraidh Ghuirm, and Ivor 
Matheson, 17 Upper Coll, bought a 
bull, Dougie Boy.

Aonghas Piugh, 1 Upper Coll, with his 
bull

The last bull seen in the village was 
nearly eighty years ago, at 1 Upper 
Coll. That bull is seen in the photo with 
his owner, Aonghas Piugh.

Dougie Boy

Dougie Boy, also pictured, seems to 
have settled into his new surround-
ings!

I hope everyone has enjoyed watching their poppies 
grow and flower. The poppies pictured were the ones 
I planted in Gress.

I'm sure everyone will be pleased to learn you raised 
£300 for the Poppy Scotland Appeal. Once again your 
generosity is amazing.

Thank you for your support.

Carolyn Hudson

Poppy Scotland Appeal
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D. A. Stewart (Cab) recently visited Alexina Cumming 
at her home in Stornoway, when Alexina, who is 94 told 
him about her life growing up in the village of Coll, na 
Pollan Ruadh.

“In our family there were three boys and three girls. 
Two of the family died in infancy, Ruaraidh and Ishbal. 
George died in his early twenties, and is buried in 
Canada, leaving James and Katy Bell and myself the 
sole survivors, but now I am the only one left. We were 
very happy in Coll, living in that house, I think it was no 
40, but I am not too sure about that.

After the war was over the family moved to Upper Coll, 
but I stayed with my aunty Ciorstag until I was seven 
years old, and reluctantly joined the remainder of the 
family at Upper Coll, where I remained until I got mar-
ried in 1941.

I can remember going to school, and having to walk all 
the way from the house, immaterial what the weather 
was. Rain, gales and snow, we still persevered, no cars 
or bicycles then, it was the same for everyone these 
days, the class rooms had an open fire, and the peats 
were mostly provided by the parents of the pupils.

We always walked in groups and sometimes we would 
have a few pennies to spend, which was more often 
than not spent on a loaf of bread which was shared 
between everyone, some getting more than others, but 
we were still happy for all that. Most households in that 
era planted potatoes, corn and vegetables, all that food 
stuff was necessary to feed the large families, and also 
the sheep, cattle, and  horses. My brother James had a 
mare called Mary which he used for ploughing and har-
rowing the fields and the neighbourhood got the benefit 
of that service too.

As was the case in all villages, 
everyone helped one another, with 
the spring work, which included 
cutting peats, harvesting the corn, 
and lifting the potatoes. 

When harvesting the corn they 
always ensured that the sheaves 
were laid in a particular way, so 
as to make it easy when making 
the stooks, which were always 
in a straight line, before making 
the corn stacks. All these pro-
cesses were done meticulously to 
make it easier in the later stages 
when transferring the harvest to 
the house.   

After leaving school I got 

employment in the local post office which was very 
enjoyable but sometimes I would have to deliver tel-
egrams bearing bad news, and this was often the case 
during the war years. I remember vividly a man coming 
to the noticeboard at the post office to see who had 
perished in the war, and I watched as he went down 
on his knees when he had seen the names of his two 
sons on the notice board telling him that they had been 
killed.

There were good news telegrams too especially at 
weddings and I often think back on the wit of the send-
ers of these telegrams, and the laughs they used to 
have reading them.

At that time telegrams were the only way messages 
could be delivered, as telephones were only in the post 
offices, not like today, when practically everyone has a 
mobile phone for their own personal use.

I recall one particular instance when my friend, Seonaid 
Dharais and myself had to deliver a telegram to Gress 
on a cold winter’s day, a howling gale and blizzards. 
There were no lamp posts to light up our journey but 
eventually we reached our destination and delivered 
the telegram. However, we were disappointed that the 
householder did not offer us any sustenance, nor for 
that matter a thank you for our effort. With the night 
falling and having to pass the cemetery, my friend did 
not relish the return trip, as we both found it a bit scary 
passing the cemetery, but as we made our way home 
we saw this light coming towards us, and to our relief it 
was Murchadh Allan the local postman who had become 
anxious for our safety. What a relief it was for us, when 
we realised who it was, and we thought a lot of him for 
coming to look for us, and that was after working all day 
delivering letters and packages throughout the district 

Meet……… Mrs Alexina Cumming

Mrs Cumming and her family, Murdina, Christine and Alex
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on foot.    

I got married in 
1941, and had 
three of a fam-
ily, but I was 
widowed shortly 
after the third 
child was born. 
We had moved 
to Stornoway by 
then, and were 
living on Bells 
Road, I cannot 
recollect exactly 
where but there 
were another 
dozen or so 
families there 
too, a great 
place to be as 
the neighbours 
were good to one 
another, and as it happened most of the people living 
there were transferred to Manor Park, where  I am 
staying just now, the same house where I moved to so 
many years ago.

Being widowed so soon, some of my relations  were  
wanting  to take one or two of the children, but I 

refused and I 
persevered to 
bring them up 
myself, and I am 
very fortunate to 
have them living 
so close to me, 
and I can rely 
on them to help 
me, if I need 
anything.

I am a great 
granny, and I 
hope that some 
of my own fam-
ily will be great 
grannies and 
great grandfa-
thers someday.

I thank the Lord 
for all he has done 

for me, but the one thing that haunts me is, not know-
ing where my brother George is buried, and I hope that 
one day someone will tell me that they have located his 
grave, and hopefully I will see a photograph of it. 

God bless.

Mrs Cumming and family on the occasion of her 90th birthday

Wedding telegrams like 
those Mrs Cumming 

would have dealt with in 
Back Post Office.

Back War 
Memorial Trustees

AGM
Wednesday 22 October 

2014

7.30pm 

Sgoil a’ Bhac
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From the Manse
Referendum Reflections

It’s the morning of 19th September – the morning after 
the night before.  The Scottish Referendum is history.  
With every ballot there are winners and losers.  The 
challenge for us all now is to accept the outcome gra-
ciously and move on.  

Bob Gass, writing in The Best of the Word for Today 
(volume 5), says that ‘winning gracefully can be harder 
than losing gracefully.  When we win we’re tempted by 
arrogance, power, insensitivity, gloating, and wanting to 
relive our success long after everyone else is bored by 
it.  Gracious winners always remember what it feels like 
to lose.  They are caught up in something bigger than 
their own wins and losses.’

Bob Gass tells of how Abraham Lincoln had the wisdom 
to place the good of the country over and above his own 
ego, appointing his worst political critic, Edwin Stanton, 
to run the War Department.  Stanton, a brilliant legal 
mind, could be abrupt and condescending.  

As outgoing attorney general of the losing party, 
Stanton had belittled Lincoln as ‘the original gorilla.’  
How Lincoln responded to Stanton’s taunt is Civil War 
history.  Lincoln trusted in him, confided in him, Leaned 
on him, depended on him.  And Stanton responded with 
unfailing loyalty and affection.  He became Lincoln’s 
right-hand man.    

On the morning of 14th April 1865, Abraham Lincoln 
died after having been shot the night before at Ford’s 
Theatre.  The most famous words ever spoken after the 
death of a president were spoken that morning: ‘now he 
belongs to the ages.’  The speaker was Edwin Stanton.  

Robert Lincoln, Abraham Lincoln’s son, said that after 
his father died he was visited in his room each morning 
for two weeks by Stanton who ‘spent the first ten min-
utes of his visits weeping without saying a word.’  

Bob Gass concludes by observing that ‘when nothing 
else works, showing grace does!’

As the weeks pass, perhaps we would all do well to 
embrace the directive of Romans 12: 14-18 for a post-
referendum Scotland: ‘Rejoice with those who rejoice, 
weep with those who weep.  Live in harmony with one 
another.  Do not be haughty, but associate with the 
lowly.  never be conceited.  Repay no one evil for evil, 
but give thought to do what is honourable in the sight of 
all.  If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peace-
ably with all.’

Let the grace of Lincoln and Stanton excel!

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the com-
munity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services 
in Back and Tong during October 2014 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 5 October (Communion Weekend)
11:30am: Rev Duncan Macleod (Dornoch)
6:30pm: Rev Calum I Macleod (Lochs)

Sunday 12 October
10:30am: Rev Alasdair I Macleod
12 noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod  

Sunday 19 October
10:30am: Mr Iain R Morrison 
12 noon: Mr Angus Macdonald (Gaelic)
6pm:  Mr Iain R Morrison 

Sunday 2 October
10:30am: Rev Donald A Macdonald
12 noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 5 October
6:30pm: Rev Duncan Macleod 

Sunday 12 October
6pm:  Mr neil Murray  (Gaelic)

Sunday 19 October
12 noon: Mr Andrew Macleod

Sunday 26 October
6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

October Service Times 

Monthly Family Service
Tong Mission House

Every 3rd Sunday @ 12 Noon
 (With Crèche facilities)

***************
Sunday 19 October 2014

Preacher:  Mr. Andrew Macleod

Everyone Welcome
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Torquil Macleod

Allan Ogston, of Ottowa, whose memories of summer 
holidays in Gress we enjoyed in a recent issue of Loch 
a’ Tuath News, shares an intriguing tale from his family 
history.

In the mid seventies I was at my mother’s house 
(Henrietta Murray Ogston, Oighrig Allan Steam) on a 
Saturday morning. She was cleaning out some drawers. 
While I was there she handed me an envelope and a 
small scuffed change purse. She said you might as well 
have this. It had been given to her by her sister Meireag 
when she was last over in Scotland on a visit. This beat up 
change purse had belonged to a Torquil Macleod, a great 
uncle on her mother’s side of the family. Torquil had been 
a member of the Royal northwest Mounted Police and 
when he died in 1916 he had been a bachelor, so all his 
effects had been sent back to his birth place, Stornoway, 
on the Isle of Lewis.

Along with the purse there was an old envelope and it 
contained a single sheet of folded paper. It was a eulogy 
written like a poem to the memory of a Torquil 
Macleod. It went as follows.

“Torquil Macleod
(Special Correspondence)

Torquil Macleod was for 42 years a member of 
the Royal Northwest Mounted Police, holder 
of the Red River and Saskatchewan (1885 
medals) and generally well known and popu-
lar old timer in the West, has died at Grouard, 
Peace River and has been laid to rest in the 
little English cemetery there.

Turkey Macleod, as he was known to his 
associates was born in Scotland and came 
to Canada over a half century ago. In 1871 
he joined the Manitoba Provincial Police and 
from that day till the time of his death he 

served the Government and people of Canada, faithfully 
and honestly. It was not long after he came west that he 
joined the North West Mounted Police and he never left 
that service. A Scot of the old school, free, easy, and 
jovial, he was at one time known to everyone in that 
famous force.

Throughout the Northwest he was a familiar figure in 
the early days. He has been on detachment duty at 
nearly every police post in the country and he saw service 
against Riel in the dangerous days of ‘85. For fifteen years 
prior to his death Macleod had been a member of the 
detachment at Lesser Slave Lake. His eyesight ruined by 
snow blindness he still clung to the service that he loved, 
and acted as a cook for his comrades. When the boys 
gathered around the campfire on long winter evenings, 
“Turkey” who was a great raconteur, kept the old ways 
alive by the tales of his experiences in the force when it 
was first formed.

For nearly a half a century he was a member of the 
Masonic Lodges at Regina and Fort Saskatchewan and 
when the last rite came to be performed over his body the 
members of the fraternity gathered around his body at his 
grave in the little mission cemetery in Grouard and saw all 
that was mortal of him consigned to the earth.

Torquil Macleod never married. He was too much of a 
rover ever to settle down to matrimony. His only love was 
the historic force, to the service of which he gave the 
best days of his life and of which he was a member, for 
so many years that he was known as “the father of the 
North”.”

Intrigued by the discovery of a great great uncle who 
played a role in the Riel Rebellion I wrote to the R.C.M.P. 
authorities in Ottawa to see if they had any service record 
of a constable Torquil Macleod. I received this letter back 
from the force historian.

Allan Ogston, at his holiday cottage this summer

A Story of a Man with Two Graves

Officers of the North Western Mounted Police
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“Constable Torquil Macleod Regimental number 886 was 
born in Stornoway, Scotland in 1852. Torquil immigrated 
to Canada in the early eighteen seventies and he enlisted 
in the North West Mounted Police on May 7, 1875, at 
Winnipeg. At the time of engagement he listed his age 
as 24 years. He was five foot eight and a half inches in 
height, 160 pounds, with black hair and blue eyes and a 
dark complexion. Constable Macleod had formerly been 
employed by the Hudson’s Bay Company. His next of 
kin is listed as his father Donald Macleod. Constable 
Macleod had previously served in the Manitoba Provincial 
Police and had worked on the boundary commission at 
Fort Dufferun. Constable Macleod served in” D “ Division, 
Swan River, until taking his discharge on May 7, 1878.

Five years later, in May 1883, he re-engaged in the Force 
and served continuously until July 20, 1895. He served at 
Swift Current, Calgary, North Battleford, Regina and Wood 
Mountain. Constable McLeod’s eyesight was extremely 
poor as he had been afflicted with snow blindness during 
the Riel Rebellion while on patrol from North Battleford to 
Swift Current. He was re-engaged as a special consta-
ble at Regina and served at Regina until 1898 when he 
decided to go to the Yukon. He returned from the Yukon in 
1900 and was engaged as a cook at Fort Saskatchewan. 
Constable Mac1eod was later to serve as a cook at the 
Lesser Slave Detachment. Constable Macleod died of 
heart failure on December 2, 1915 and was buried at the 
English Church Mission at Grouard.

We have unfortunately no photographs of ex-constable 
Macleod in our collection. It is not our policy to send out 
service files. The original file however has been trans-
ferred to the Public Archives of Canada located at 395 
Wellington Street in Ottawa. Our file is on microfiche.

An historical note. The Canadian North West Rebellion 
took place in 1885. The protagonists were the Metis and 
the Canadian Government. The Metis were a people 
descended from the progeny of European men and North 
American Indian women. This insurrection against the 
Canadian Federal Government was the result of grievances 
held about land claims and the encroachment of European 
settlement on traditional Metis territory in the West. Led 

by their leader Louis 
Riel they fought 
in a series of skir-
mish’s against the 
North West Mounted 
Police and the 
Canadian Militia. In 
the end they were 
defeated and Louis 
Riel was hanged 
an event that at the 
time and to this day 
has caused politi-
cal repercussions in 
French Canada.”

I mentioned the story 
to my vancouver 
cousin, Murray 
Swanson, son of 

Peigi Allan Steam. A keen cyclist, Murray was about to 
set off on a cycling trip in the Peace River area, so he 
decided, while in the area, that he would try and find the 
location of our great great uncle Torquil’s grave. As he 
cycled here and there, a lady stopped and asked if she 
could be of assistance. Murray explained his quest to find 
Torquil’s last resting place.

This lady turned out to be a reporter on the High Prairie 
Peace newspaper. She took a keen interest in Murray’s 
search and wrote an article in her newspaper about it. On 
this occasion Murray’s quest to find Torquil’s grave was 
unsuccessful.

Shortly after returning home, Murray received a clipping 
of a second article (printed below) which the lady, Mary 
Hewson, had published.

Louis Riel, leader of the Metis at the 
Canadian N.W. Rebellion

Murray Swanson says 
people always tell him 
his six year old 18 speed 
Allegro mountain bike 
is the Packard of the 
Mountain Bikes but he 
says it suits him just fine. 
After all, it may be old 
and heavy but it has taken 
him throughout Canada, 
New Zealand and South 
America with only minor 
problems. Swanson a 56 
year old transportation 
worker from Richmond 
B.C. cycled through High 
Prairie May 26 on his way 
to Grouard. He was going 
to visit the grave site of a 
relative who served with 
the North West Mounted 
Police from 1875 until he 
died in 1915.

Swanson actually began 
his trip in Peace River, 
cycling from there to 
High Prairie a distance 
of 140 kilometres, in one 
day, then overnighting in 
High Prairie before con-
tinuing on to Grouard. He 
said he had been cycling 
all his life. He cycles to 
work every day, winter 
and summer in Richmond 
and his holidays usually 
involve a cycling trip of 
some sort. And always 
solo.

I prefer travelling myself 
based on the impromptu 
nature of the way I trav-
el,” he said. “ I enjoy 
cycling ....I think it makes 
you become part of the 
terrain.” Swanson says 
he likes the non-polluting 
aspects of cycling and the 
fact that it is less restrict-
ing in some ways than 
a car. “In a car you are 
in a cocoon that's belting 
across the highway ...with 
the bike you get back to 
the natural perspective.”

The trip to Grouard 
Alberta was the end 
result of the research of 
that another cousin in 
Montreal, Allan Ogston, 
had been conducting on 
the family history. He dis-
covered that a relative Cst. 
Torquil Macleod, born 
in Stornoway, Scotland, 
had joined the North 
West Mounted Police in 
Winnipeg in 1875.

Swanson decided to com-
bine a short cycling trip 
with exploring his family 
history. "It was definite-
ly a worthwhile adven-
ture on my part," said 
Swanson after returning 
from Grouard. “I enjoyed 
very much seeing the area 

Mary Hewson’s article ‘B.C. Resident Cycles to 
Grouard Looking For Grave Site of Relative’
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The Gaelic Speaking Teddy

The Loch a Tuath Committee were 
presented with Bábóg, the 

Gaelic speaking teddy 
bear, by representatives 

of Bòrd na Gàidhlig, 
who met with the 

Chair and vice-Chair 
in August to discuss 

funding opportunities 
and other possible 
collaboration.  The 
teddy teaches 
babies, toddlers 
and children basic 
numbers, colours 

and shapes in Gaelic! 
When the ears, paws, 

feet and tummy are 
touched, Bàbòg speaks 

the appropriate words.

It was agreed that the most appropriate recipients 
were Sgoil Araich Loch a Tuath and here they are 

with Bábóg.

Bàbòg

`It seems a member of the public who read the first article 
came forward with a photograph of Torquil’s grave, taken 
by his parents who were visiting relatives in the area. His 
uncle had been a staff sergeant in the RCMP, so noticing 
the poor condition of the grave of a fellow officer, they 
reported it to the RCMP department in charge of historical 

grave sites. With no known living relatives, the depart-
ment removed Torquil’s body to a permanent burial site in 
Fort Macleod, Alberta.

The final twist to this story is that another article appeared 
in the Canadian Legion publication. A nancy Millar who 
was writing a book about Alberta graveyards, came 
across the two graves. The original grave at Grouard 
now had a fresh, recently erected headstone with the 
surrounding ground well tended. Intrigued, she contacted 
the relevant RCMP department. It turned out that a mem-
ber of the public had complained about the state of the 
original grave. Presumably due to bad record keeping, 
that department was not aware that Torquil’s remains 
had been moved, so they erected a new headstone (got 
some details wrong) and arranged for the site to be kept 
in good order. 

So, the man widely known as the “fath4.15`er of the 
north,” was honoured with two graves!! 

To be continued, find out what happens next in the 
november issue...

... I'm certainly glad I 
came”. 

Unfortunately he never 
got to the grave site. 
He didn't realize that 
it was across the lake, 
about a kilometre beyond 
Grouard, and he ran out 
of time. He said that he 
did visit the museum and 
that it was excellent. He 
may even come back one 
day when he has more 

time and go to the actual 
grave site. “The church 
is still standing,” he said, 
“although not preserved, 
and there is no marker on 
the grave.” 

Murray went back to 
Richmond and a few 
weeks later he was sur-
prised when he received 
this newspaper clipping 
in the mail.
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On Saturday 7th June Tong Sunday School enjoyed 
arguably one of the best ever Sunday School trips…
.a day out on Little 
Bernera! We left the 
village sharpish that 
Saturday morning 
and did the obligatory 
toilet and vomit stops, 
reaching the slip-
way at Bosta around 
midday in glorious 
sunshine, where we 
donned lifejackets 
and waited our turn 
on the rib taking us 
out in 3 boat-trips to 
the island. Arriving on 
the little beach with 
the gazebo and bar-
beques already sizzling (courtesy of the original party 
who left from the pier earlier) was a bit of a dream. With 
its white sand, turquoise water and blue skies, you had 
to pinch yourself to check you weren’t somewhere in 
the Caribbean.

It really was the most fabulous day – the freedom of the 
beach with its fascinating jellyfish and rocky outcrops 

to jump off ensured the children felt like it was, in the 
words of one seven year old boy, overheard as he ran 

along the beach with 
his bucket,  ‘the best 
day of my life!’ 

Everyone who fan-
cied it enjoyed addi-
tional spins out to 
the other little islands 
around about, with 
lots of twists and 
turns and spray eve-
rywhere - it was very 
exhilarating….if you 
could put up with the 
screaming…...

Thanks has to be 
recorded to neil for giving us a wonderful day out….
and if you’re ever wondering what to do with visi-
tors who like a little fun on a hot day in Lewis, Tong 
Sunday School would thoroughly recommend ‘Islands 
of Adventure’ – boating trips based in Bernera.   Thanks 
also to everyone who helped organise or donated food 
for the day, and to the Lord above for the privilege of 
being able to enjoy His creation at its very best. 

Tong Sunday School Trip

Every two years, the issues of Loch a’ Tuath 
news for these years are bound in 
one hardback volume and 
presented to our two 
schools, Tong School 
and Sgoil a’Bhac. 
These  volumes 
form an impor-
tant record of all 
that is going on 
in our communi-
ty at large and in 
the schools, as well 
as providing valuable 
archive material.

Recently, volumes 16 and 17 were presented to 

Tong School, as can be seen in Tong School news 
and also to Sgoil a’ Bhac, as pictured 

here.

The presentations 
were made by Mrs 

Anna Tucker, 
Editor, at school 
assemblies being 
led by Rev Calum 
I. Macleod, who 

is also a member 
of the Loch a’ Tuath 

News Committee.

The editor also receives a bound 
volume as a record of their editorial role.

Presentation of Bound Volumes of
Loch a’ Tuath News
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Nursery News
We are delighted that Abbie, Ayla, Aaron, Cailean and 
Erin joined us in the nursery after the summer break and 
hope they will enjoy their time with us. Abbie, Aaron, Erin, 
James, Luke and Taylor have chosen ‘Humpty Dumpty’ as 
our next project, we are looking forward to this! 

Our weekly Story Sessions with P1 and 2 are continuing 
this year – this term it’s fun nursery Rhymes. 

Sharing History
Reverend C.I. Macleod took the first Assembly of the new 
session on Friday, 5th September. He intrigued the chil-
dren by sharing his one hundred and forty three  year old 
Bible and also his personal photograph album. Links with 
the past and also looking to the future was highlighted. 

The Assembly concluded in a special way with the pres-
entation of the latest bound copies of the Loch a’Tuath 
News.  Scott Murray, P7, and Amelia Mackay, P1, eldest 
and youngest pupils, were proud to receive the volumes 
from Mrs Anna Tucker, Editor and committee member, 
Reverend Macleod.  The volumes are a treat to look 
through and preserve local History.

Animal Magic
The P1-3 pupils are enjoying finding out about Animals 
this term. Two Imaginative stories based on animals have 
been included this month. Sarah, P2, wrote about Little Bo 
Peep’s naughty sheep and Ruby, P3 shares the beginning 
of a very interesting story.

Bo Peep
The bad sheep ran off. First the sheep had a cup of tea. 
next they went to Tong Shop and ate all the goodies. The 
man in the shop was cross. After that they went on my 
swing and trampoline. I was happy.  I took the sheep back 
to Little Bo Peep. She was very happy. One day I will take 
them to the Tong boat.

By Sarah, P2

Who?
One night there 
was an animal in a 
gloomy dark cave. 
The animal (if that’s 
what it was) had 
three eyes, four spikes, 
seven legs, four toes, five arms and a curly tongue. now 
this was an outstanding creature.  I didn’t know what it 
was though so I went in to see what it was. I couldn’t find 
it for a while. I was searching for hours and I never had 
any food or water.  The creature came out of his hiding 
and then his whole family came out. I was frozen solid 
with shock.  I caught it staring at me. I tried to scream but 
I couldn’t. My voice like my whole body was frozen with 
shock, even my blood was frozen.  They started to come 
closer and closer. It said I am the king of the cave.  My 
name is Leo and what is your name? I said my name is 
Ruby. 

By Ruby, P3

Miss Flett’s Big Pet
As part of the P1-3 Animal Project, Miss Flett brought 
Hugo the leonberger along to meet everyone at the 
school.  MaryAnne , P6, has recorded her memories of a 
very large visitor.

When I Saw Hugo
When Miss Flett first walked in the door with her dog 
(Hugo) I couldn’t really see much, all I could see was a 
golden tail wagging all over the place.  But as Miss Flett 
walked into the middle of the room, I could see just how 
big Hugo was. I was a little nervous at first but as soon as 
I set eyes on Hugo I knew he was okay. Hugo had a black 
face and a ginger and brown coat.  His legs are more of 
a ginger colour and so was his tail. He is a leonberger.

Hugo was the biggest dog I’ve ever seen.  Hugo was 
very friendly, gentle and kind.  Hugo was very chilled 

Tong School

Rianna with the very precious Bible

Happy Hugo!
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out.  Hugo’s tail was wagging the whole time.  He loved 
everyone’s attention. When you were sitting behind Hugo 
and his tail was wagging, it was like a fan. When Miss 
Flett came with Hugo, at first her trousers were clean, but 
by the time for Miss Flett to put Hugo home her trousers 
were as dirty as anything, that’s because leonbergers 
moult constantly.

By MaryAnne, P6

Head Teacher Hotspot
The pupils were given an opportunity to discover more 
about their new Head Teacher and Principal Teacher by 
writing down some questions. Miss Mackenzie and Mrs 
Mackay selected some interesting questions which are 
recorded below, along with their replies.

Mrs Mackay’s Questions
Q: What do you like most about Tong School?
A: The thing I enjoy most about Tong School is the great 
community spirit Tong has, the lovely polite children that I 
have met and, of course, that Tong is close to Back.

Q: How long have you been teaching for?
A: I have been teaching for nineteen years.

Q: Can you hula hoop?
A: no, I can’t hula hoop, but the P7 girls have promised 
to teach me!

Miss Mackenzie’s Questions
Q:  Do you like Tong?
A: I really like Tong as a School and as a Community. It has 
so much to offer, including friendly people and many excit-
ing events. I also like Tong as it is very close to Back! :-)

Q:  Do you prefer trainers or high heels?

A: I prefer high heels! I like to wear high heels to school 
and trainers when I am not at work.

Q:  What is your favourite colour?
A: That’s an easy question that anyone who knows me 
should be able to answer. I love teal, it’s definitely my 
favourite colour. Come and see the colour that I have just 
newly- painted my office it’s my favourite shade of teal.

Q: What hobbies do you have?
A: I enjoy cooking and baking, and like to try out new 
recipes. I also enjoy visiting friends and family and going 
to the cinema to watch new films. I also like story writing, 
play writing and all drama activities. Come and join our 
Tong School Drama 
Club!

Presentation 
of bound 

volumes of Loch 
a’Tuath News

New Staff Members
Our new staff members, Mrs Mackay, 
Principal Teacher and Miss Maclean

Miss Maclean

Mrs Mackay 
(Principal 

Teacher)
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLAnT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Serenity Hair and Beauty, next to 
Gordon Diesel’s, is now open six 
days a week, including two late 
nights.

Tracey Maclean, who is mar-
ried to Ally Maclean from 
Tolsta, has nine years hair-
dressing experience behind 
her, and Lynne Macleod, the 
daughter of the late norrie B 
Macleod, has seven years’ 
hairdressing experience as 
well as having just complet-
ed an HnD course in Beauty 
Therapy in Glasgow.

Tracey is living at Milkinghill in Tong with 
her husband Ally, and Lynne has just recently 

bought land to build down in Back with her 
fiancé Donald Maciver.

All hair treatments are available, 
including gents’ cuts and OAP 
prices.  Beauty treatments will 
follow shortly.  

Please call 820 020 to make an 
appointment.  

Opening Times:

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
9-5pm

Tuesday and Thursday 11-8pm

Saturday 10-3pm

Serenity Hair and Beauty

Lynne 
and Tracey 

at the Salon 
Opening

New Hair and Beauty Salon Opens in Back

Community Learning Hebrides is launching a new pro-
gramme of community learning classes and workshops 
to be run in Lewis and Harris during winter 2014. In a 
new development, aimed at creating a more flexible 
programme that meets the needs of local communi-
ties, the learning provision will be advertised through 
monthly learning bulletins.  These will be available 
locally as well on the Community Learning Hebrides 
website, Twitter and Facebook pages.

The Community Learning and Development service 
within CnES undertakes ongoing needs assessment 
work within Learning Communities in the Western 
Isles. 

The current needs assessment has identified a wide 
range of classes and workshops to meet these pri-
ority needs across Lewis and Harris.  Course sub-
jects include Beginners Gaelic, Furniture Restoration, 
Sewing, Keep-fit and Committee Skills Training. If 
you are interested in obtaining a recognised qualifica-
tion there are certificated courses at various levels 
being run in First Aid, Food Hygiene and Computing.  
Individual Learning Accounts are available to cover the 
costs of these accredited classes.

In addition, the community learning programme 
includes two additional learning programmes:

▪  Digital Inclusion is a programme of free digital 
inclusion workshops which have been organised in 
partnership with the Libraries Service, ‘Living it up’ 
(nHS Western Isles) and Citizens Online. Workshops 
will be available on using the internet, e-mail, ipads, 
smartphones, social media and skype.

▪  Learning for Life is a forty-four hour programme of 
issue-based learning which is delivered at the Western 
Isles Learning Shop. The programme consists of four 
stand alone learning modules on Communication, 
Healthy Lifestyles, Parenting and Employability fol-
lowed by a two week 'Moving On' section where learn-
ers will be supported to sign up for further learning, 
support, volunteering or employment. 

The monthly learning bulletin for October 2014 is now 
available  and can be viewed at the www.cne-siar.
gov.uk/commed/clh or via the Community Learning 
Hebrides Twitter and Facebook pages. Learners wish-
ing to register for a class or workshop, can complete 
an online registration at the above link, phone 01851 
822716 or e-mail communitylearninghebrides@
cne-siar.gov.uk

Please note that the first class in our area, a 
Furniture Restoration Workshop, begins on 
Monday, 22 October at The Hut, 8pm-10pm.

New Flexible Learning…..
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

JOINER
John MacLeod

Aros

Back

01851 820784
07795 561921

All joinery work undertaken.
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Back in Time      
Obituary
We regret to record the death of Mrs Annie Macleod, 
63 Coll, which occurred suddenly on 29 Sept.  The 
deceased who was aged 72, was actually engaged in 
household duties when she suddenly took ill and passed 
away in a matter of minutes.  Mrs Macleod came under 
the influence of the Truth when she was still a young 
woman and was recognised throughout the district as a 
Mother in Israel.  She was pre-deceased by her husband 
a number of years ago, but is survived by two married 
sons and a number of grandchildren.

Airman’s Death
The remains of Sgt. Airgunner Neil Graham, eldest son 
of Mr and Mrs Donald Graham, 40 Upper Coll, arrived 
by the mail steamer at Stornoway on 4th Oct.  Neil, who 
was 22 years of age, was employed, prior to enlistment, 
on work of national importance in England.  He was 
anxious to join the RAF and just recently completed 
his course as Sgt. Airgunner.  He was home on leave 
a few weeks ago.  He met his death while on active 
service duties.  The funeral, which took place to Gress 
Cemetery on 5th Oct was largely attended.  Sincere 
sympathy is extended to the bereaved family.

On Leave
The following were home recently on leave and on 
holiday.  Williamina Macdonald, WRNS, 13 Vatisker;  
Johan Macleod, WRNS, 23 Vatisker;  Writer Annie 
Macleod, WRNS, 44 Back;  Alex Neil Ferguson, RNR, 
32 Vatisker;  Malcolm Macleod, RAF, 14 Vatisker;  John 
Murdo Graham, MN, Catherine Hill, Vatisker;  Donald 
Macleod, RAF, Catherine Hill, Vatisker;  Angus Murray, 

Royal Marines, 52 Vatisker;  Angus Macleod, RNR, 47 
Vatisker;  Hugh Maciver, RNR, 37 Vatisker;  Alexander 
Maciver, RNR, 27 Vatisker;  Agnes Ferguson, WAAF, 
1 Gress;  Jack Macleod, MN, 9 Coll;  Murdo Macleod, 
RNR, School St, Vatisker;  Donald Macleod, CPO, 14 
Upper Coll;  Malcolm Maciver, RNR, 43 Coll;  PO 
Murdo Maciver, 36 Gress;  CPO Donald Macleod, 
37 Back;  Donald Macleod, RNR, 32 Back;  Murdo 
Maciver, MN, 34 Back;  Norman Macleod, RNR, 
60 Coll;  Neil Ferguson, RNR, 19 Gress;  Evander 
Mackay, RNR, 65 Coll;  William Macleod, Cook, RNR, 
2 Coll;  Neil Macleod, 2 Coll;  John Macleod, RAF, 
37 Vatisker;  Murdo Macleod, MN, Lighthill, Vatisker;  
Alex Neil Ferguson, 32 Vatisker;  Malcolm Macleod, 
RAF, 14 Vatisker;  George Beaton, RAF, 40 Vatisker;  
Evander Morrison,  RNR, New St, Back;  Norman 
Macritchie, RNR, Lighthill, Back;  Donald Mackenzie, 
RNR, 51 Vatisker;  Mrs Johan Searle, 6 Gress;  Norman 
Macinnes, 4 Gress;  Johan Nicolson, WAAF, 4 Back;  
Robert Burnside, RNR, 39 Vatisker;  Maggie Mary 
Maciver, NAAFI, 31 Coll;  Isabella Maciver, do.;  
Effie A Murray, NAAFI, 9 Back;  Isabella Macdonald, 
Church St;  Nurse Isabella Murray, 21 Back;  Catherine 
Mackenzie, 51 Vatisker;  Margaret Beaton, 12 Coll;  
Anne Beaton, 12 Coll;  Normanna Graham, 38 Coll;  
Angus Graham, a brother of Normanna’s, who is in the 
Royal Canadian Navy, visited home earlier in the year, 
and has now returned to Canada, having been wounded.  
Dolina Mackay, 39 Coll, returned south by air recently.  
WO Carter, RAF, and Mrs Carter, recently spent some 
days with her people at 4 Gress.  Mrs Carter is the 
youngest daughter of Mr and Mrs John Macinnes.

     October 1944

Back Brownies
Spaces available in Back 

Brownies

Girls aged 7 - 10

Crafts, games, outdoor activities, badges, challenges & lots more...
For more information contact

Katherine 820552 / 07766451060 / kas30b@hotmail.com
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JOHN A FINLAYSON
JOInERY & BUILDInG SERvICES

JOHN ALEX FINLAYSON
JOInER

SPRInGSIDE HOUSE
TOnG, STORnOWAY
ISLE OF LEWIS
07768 205834 / 01851 706567 AFTER 6PM

marion@finlayson24.fsnet.co.uk
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Back Bowling and Football
Those who play at the Indoor Bowling Club at Back 
were invited to play along with players from Bernera 
and Breasclete against the players of Stornoway 
Bowling Club, and in glorious weather we thoroughly 
enjoyed ourselves. Most of those who played for the 
Three Bs had very little experience of playing outdoor 
bowls but they took to it like a duck to water. It was a 
wonderful occasion, as at the end of the competition a 
narrow win for the Three Bs was the result. 

The competition is called The Ivor Ferguson Trophy 
and it was great to have Ivor himself there to pre-
sent the trophy, as he was one of the first to join the 
Stornoway Bowling Club and was always a regular 
there.  It is everyone’s wish that he will get better and 
maybe join up again.

We hope the indoor bowls will commence after the 
communions have been held, and the AGM will be 
held before then. As always, notification will be in the 
Gazette, so we appeal to anyone interested to come 
and join us and make your presence at the AGM.

The only thing we can say about the football is that the 
season was a dismal one for all concerned, and now 
that it has ended we have to start preparing for next 
year. On a brighter note, the players who have left the 
club to play on the mainland are doing very well and 
we will always look out for their progress. As you know, 
Back Football Club has provided Brora with two play-
ers, Martin Maclean and his brother Colin, and James 
MacLeod has joined Ross County’s junior squad. 

In the last few weeks, in beautiful weather, many 
loads of peats have been taken home and 
stacked for winter fuel. Much admiration has 
been given by folk passing 6 Upper Coll as they 
see Calum Mackay’s (mac Iomhair a’ Bhounce 
agus Agnes) peatstack. It is indeed a work 

of art. Please 
send in any 

photographs 
of any other 

worthy cruachs!

The camaraderie at the peats and taking them home is very 
evident in the photos below.

Calum’s Cruach

A happy gang at the peats in Coll 1950s.
In lorry: Dòmhnall Mhicdùgaill
On lorry: L. to R. Bunnait, Alec Uisdean, 
Dòmhnall a’ Charagan, Macdùgaill 
In front of lorry, L. to R. Eachainn Stal, Mairi 
Giant, Uilleam Macleod, 14 Coll (Spread’s 
father), Kennag Ruadh, am Brùnach
Foreground: Iain Mhicdùgaill. Trevor (nephew), Angus and Iomhair a’ Bhounce at the peats
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Tall Ship Sail Training
Seventeen senior pupils and two members of staff 
from The nicolson Institute took part in a week long 
sail training cruise during the last week of July aboard 
the 82m long Wylde Swan. Having left Stornoway on 
Friday 25th July, we spent the night in Ullapool Youth 
Hostel before joining eleven pupils from Ullapool High 
School on a coach to Aberdeen. From there we flew to 
Bergen. As well as having an opportunity to explore the 
stunningly beautiful port, we attended the annual Tall 
Ships Regatta which consisted of sixty four of the larg-
est and most impressive sailing ships afloat.  

viewing a spectacular fireworks display and sailing 
out through the fjords as part of the tall ship flotilla are 
experiences which we will never forget. As the other 
vessels headed off on the next leg of the Tall Ships 
Race, the Wylde Swan set sail for Orkney and our 
introduction to the wide and varied tasks associated 
with seamanship began. These ranged from setting 
sails, climbing 43 metre masts, navigating and steering 
to washing dishes and cleaning toilets. The aim of the 
trip was to give us real, practical experience of sea-
manship. This will help us to decide whether we want 
to go for a career at sea or not and, if so, the trip gives 
us excellent material for Cvs and interviews.

Weather conditions were rather calm initially but the 
sea became livelier as the ship made its way through 
the Pentland Firth 
and Scapa Flow. For 
some, the result was 
inevitable! Due to wind 
and tide, the Wylde 
Swan remained in 
Stromness for two 
nights but this ena-
bled us to travel round 
Orkney, visiting Skara 
Brae, Skaill House and 
St Magnus’ Cathedral 
and spend an after-
noon in Kirkwall. 
We are very grate-
ful to Orkney Islands 
Council for laying on a 
bus for us at no cost. 

The crew of the Wylde 
Swan ranged in 
nationality from Dutch 

to Irish to new Zealand and each of them had switched 
career from the likes of medicine, optometry, social 
work, graphic design etc. to maritime. They were a very 
friendly group of people and it was interesting to hear 
about their various backgrounds.

We left Stromness on Thursday morning having been 
put through our paces in various team challenges. 
Fortunately, the wind picked up and we were able to 
hoist all seven sails at one point. Sail training contin-
ued in the north Minch until Friday afternoon and then 
the Wylde Swan made its way into Stornoway Harbour 
where we were met by a large crowd of family and 
friends.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr 
Maclennan and Mrs Cunningham from The nicolson 
Institute and Mr Peach (Harbour Master Ullapool) for 
making this trip possible. Many of us are keen to repeat 
the experience next year.

The pupils who took part and who have connections with 
Loch a Tuath were:

Ruairidh Macmillan and Stewart Smith (Tolsta), Màiri  
Maclennan (Gress), Uilleam MacIver (Back), Stephen 
MacIver and Fraser Macdonald (Tong), Lewis Mackay 
(Point/Coll).

Màiri 

The Wylde Swan

Nearly home, Wylde Swan arriving in Stornoway.

Two Takes on a Tall Ships Sail Training Trip
With Màiri Maclennan and Lewis Mackay
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Wylde Swan
On the 26th of July sixteen pupils and two teachers 
from the nicolson Institute, along with pupils from 
Ullapool, flew to Bergen in norway and boarded the 
Tall Ship, Wylde Swan. This was the opportunity of a 
lifetime as we were to be part of the Tall Ships parade 
as it sailed out of Bergen on the 27th of July along with 
other tall ships from around the world. 

We spent a night in Bergen on board ship and we were 
able to spend a short time in the town itself although 
we did not spend much money, as it was very expen-
sive.  On Sunday afternoon we sailed out of Bergen 
and joined the Tall Ships parade, some of which are 
pictured above.  As we headed out into the north Sea 
the rest of the ships anchored in the bay so that they 
were ready for the next day’s race. 

We took two days sailing across the north Sea, 

mostly under engine power due to the lack of wind 
although the weather was fairly good and we arrived 
in Orkney on Tuesday morning. We had to wait in the 
Pentland Firth for the tides to turn before we could sail 
into Scapa Flow. We docked in Stromness at about 
4:30pm.  We stayed in Stromness for two nights, man-
aging to do some fishing and sightseeing at Skara Brae 
and Kirkwall. 

On Thursday 
afternoon we left 
Stromness and 
sailed through the 
Pentland Firth. This 
stretch of water was 
very rough and we 
experienced quite a 
swell due to windy 
weather the day 
before.  We man-
aged to get the top-
sail up when we 
rounded Cape Wrath 
and continued under 
sail until the next day.  
I was on watch at 
6am on Friday morn-
ing and was able 
to see Tolsta Head. 
We continued mak-
ing steady progress 
by tacking down the 
coast of Point and 
reached Bayble 
Island at about 2pm 

on Friday afternoon. We then had to take down the 
sails as we had to sail into Stornoway Harbour under 
engine power.

Although we had to work very hard and get up early 
I had the most amazing time. I hope to have a career 
at sea, maybe navigation or engineering, and this has 
made me even more determined to achieve my dream!

Lewis

Wylde Swan at Tall Ships Regatta

Wylde Swan in Full Sail
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Back Free Church ordained & admitted eight new elders in August.  This addition to the Kirk Session brings the 
total number of elders at Back to 23.  Rev Calum I Macleod said ‘The ordination and admission of eight new 
elders is of tremendous encouragement to us all at Back.  We thank the Lord for his goodness and mercy to 
us over these days.  We assure our newly ordained / admitted elders of our prayers and wish them all every 
encouragement in the Lord.’

Ordination of New Elders at Back Free Church

Photo: From Left – Rev Alasdair I Macleod (Associate Preacher), Neil M Graham, Calum D Maciver, Kenny Macdonald, Kenny 
Macphail, Angus Macdonald, Alex Macritchie, Ronnie Murray, Murdo Murray, Iain Mackinnon (Session Clerk), Rev Calum I 
Macleod (Minister).

A packed congregational fellowship 
was held in the church hall at Back 
on Thursday 28 August to bid fare-
well to Iain R Morrison prior to his 
leaving for Edinburgh to commence 
his three-year programme of divin-
ity studies at Edinburgh Theological 
Seminary.  Farewell speeches of 
appreciation were given by Alex 
Macritchie and Alasdair I Macleod.  
Willie ‘Hannah’ Mackenzie present-
ed a monetary gift to Iain.  Catherine 
Macdonald, Upper Coll, presented 
Carmen Morrison with a bouquet of 
flowers.  We continue to remember 
prayerfully, Iain, Carmen and the 
Morrison family.

Iain R Morrison’s Farewell

Iain R. Morrison's Farewell 2014
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Whilst August was wet and windy, causing much damage 
to plant life, early September was like a mini-summer, as 
the garden enjoyed a revival of growth and colour.

As I look out on the various colours, with gazanias, cosmos 
and gladiolii dominating the annual bedding plants, I see 
that each flower has its own rare beauty.  The downside 
to the gladiola is that the flowering time is short, unless 
planting of the corms can be staggered.  Remember the 
corms can be lifted and stored in a dry place for the win-
ter.  The various semi-hardy fuchsias have a prolonged 
season and still look fresh and colourful.

As garden birds do not eat slugs, there must be some other 
reason for the absence of slugs this year.  nevertheless 
there was a plague of earwigs, which do all the damage 
at night, so that people are unaware of their presence.  
As already mentioned before in this column, an effective 
way of catching them is the tin can half-filled with dry 
grass, and placed upside down on a stick, or purchase 
a wasp and fly killer called ‘Raid’.  Go out at night with 
your torch when the earwigs are most active and spray 
them, being careful not to breathe in 
the fumes.  I have proved this spray 
to be most effective on the dahlias, 
without harming the flower.

Many were caught out this year 
with the blight - some even losing 
their potato shaws in a night.  A 
reminder to us that it is wise to spray 
the potato plants as a preventative.  
Other than that, it was an excellent 
year for potatoes.  I was disap-
pointed with what was otherwise a 
most promising crop of leeks, when 

I noticed in some of 
them that the middle 
leaf was not grow-
ing, which meant 
that they were bolt-
ing, or going to 
seed.  Similarly one 
or two of my carrots 
bolted too.  What is 
the general cause 
of plants going to 
seed?  Even one 
of the top leek and 
onion growers in the 
country experienced 
bolting in one of his 
show crops.  nobody 
seems to know the answer, but it seems to be related to 
a climatic change which affects the plant’s cycle.  It can 
even happen in the greenhouse.  If I’m spared next year 
I shall go for pot leeks, which incidentally, are not grown 
in pots.

In the greenhouse the tomatoes 
really grew well.  I allowed only four 
trusses on each plant and grew 
them in 12” pots, regularly giving 
them tomato feed. 

Finally, the horse manure dug into 
the soil has proved most effective 
for shrubs and plants this year, and 
I have already dug some into the 
bare soil in readiness for next year.

From the Poileagan

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...A Golden September

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATn or cash 
for £35.64 to Mrs M. A. Davidson, 3a new Street, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £35.64
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

A bolting leek

Cosmos
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S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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10 YEARS AGO

In the News in October 2004

1 October: Tony Blair announces his intention to 
resign as Prime Minister of the United Kingdom if 
Labour win the next General Election, so he will 
not have to stand for a possible fourth term in the 
position.

9 October: Scottish Parliament Building in Edinburgh, 
designed by Enric Miralles, is opened.

12 October: Who Do You Think You Are debuts on 
BBC2. Bill Oddie is the first featured celebrity on the 
genealogy series.

21 October: The Ministry of Defence approves the 
deployment of the Black Watch regiment of the British 
Army to Baghdad, Iraq, after a request for assistance 
by the U.S. government.

24 October: Ruud van nistelrooy and Wayne Rooney 
score as Manchester United defeat Arsenal 2-0 at 
Old Trafford in the English Premiership, Arsenal’s first 
league defeat in 49 games.

29 October: European heads of state sign in Rome the 
Treaty and Final Act, establishing the first European 
Constitution. 

30 October: The BBC receives “hundreds of com-
plaints” after reporter Barbara Plett describes her-
self crying when a frail Yasser Arafat was evacu-
ated to France for medical treatment. Ultimately these 

From the 
Archives...

A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

complaints are partially upheld by the BBC Governors’ 
Programme Complaints Committee.

UK number One singles in October 2004 included 
Eric Prydz with ‘Call On Me’, Robbie Williams with 
‘Radio’ and Ja Rule featuring R. Kelly and Ashanti with 
‘Wonderful’.

Travelling Psalm Singers in Alabama, 
precentors were D.R. Macdonald, Ronnie 

Morrison, C

St Kilda 
outing when 
four local boats 
made the trip with fifteen 
enthusiasts

Gress Angling Association Junior day out 
at Grimersta.
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Material for  
publication in the NOVEMBER issue of Loch a Tuath News 

must be in before WEDNESDAY 22nd OCTOBER 2014

Còisir Og a’ Bhac, Inverness, 1984

Còisir Loch a Tuath, Edinburgh, 1986

Fiona Campbell, Dodo Shoidhean and Nan, about to go to the 
first performance of Coisir Sgir a’ Bhac. ‘Mo’ Murray’s house 

opposite is about to be built.

As we look forward to the Royal national 
Mod, 2014, we look back to choirs of 
the 80s

Old Mod Photos


