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Welcome to the October issue. We 
are well and truly into autumn now 
and getting ready to hunker down 
over the coming weeks. For some, it 
is a time to slow down a bit and cosy 
up in front of the fire; for others, the 
dread of hours of darkness 
and bad weather looms. 
Despite some optimism 
over the summer, we are 
back to a time of further 
COVID restrictions. Stricter 
emphasis on hygiene 
and no visiting between 
households was announced 
recently. Not quite the 
severe lockdown we had 
in March...but it's not far 
off. As yet, however, there 
have been no restrictions 
re-imposed on our travel 
(unless you’re going 
somewhere abroad) and the 
children remain in school. 
Public amenities are also 
open, including the library, 
the swimming pool and Back FRC, albeit with 
COVID safety precautions in place (check 
individual websites for details). We remain 
in the lucky position of not having had many 
confirmed cases in our community; let’s hope it 
stays that way. Remember FACTS.

For some, 2020 has been interminably long; 
for others it’s passed in a flash. I think having 
already been lucky enough to have had a 
holiday at the start of the year has helped me 
cope with the subsequent lack of freedom 
of movement the year has brought. I do 
wonder, though, when I will be confident 
enough to travel to foreign shores again? I 
love travelling…or at least I used to. It’s a bit 
of a thought, isn’t it? I’ll be missing my wee 
overnight trip to Dingwall with friends in 
November to the poultry auction, which is 
unlikely to be held this year as it can be a bit 
of a rammy!

Not so with the lamb sales. Two have now 
gone ahead in Stornoway, with local crofters 
getting good prices for their stock (see report 
on p.7). It was a strange experience not being 
in the mart to see the lambs go through the 
ring. While it may not be everyone’s idea of 
fun, it’s one of the few social occasions for 
crofters and farmers. For some, it’s maybe 
their only trips to Stornoway in the entire year, 

and a time to catch up with 
friends and exchange yarns. 
Deals are struck, friendships 
renewed and good laughs 
had…even if one does come 
home stinking of sheep! The 
livestream was fantastic, but 
I do wonder how some of the 
less technologically minded 
coped. If this becomes a long-
term thing, I would like to 

see an organised viewing 
‘hub’, which could enable 
all to watch the video while 
upholding social distancing 
rules. While the lamb and 
sheep sales can become a bit 
monotonous into the third 
or fourth hour, when you’ve 
been up since before dawn, 
I do enjoy the October ram 
sale. It’s unclear what’s 
going to happen this year, 
but I will miss that one for 
the ‘craic’!  

On the subject of crofting, 
since I’m on it, you can’t fail 
to have seen the stooshie 
recently about the seven-
hectare croft that’s gone for 

sale in Seilebost, Harris, priced at offers over 
£200,000, and another in Ardroil priced at 
£60,000. A two-bed croft house has also gone 
on the market for offers over £385,00 (notice-
ably not with a local estate agent). Some say 
this shouldn’t be allowed; others say why 
shouldn’t the seller cash in? In a time of declin-
ing population, pricing local families out of 
the market isn’t helping. Very few people can 
afford these prices. House prices have gener-
ally gone up, and I heard on the grapevine 
that quite a number of properties were sold 
during lockdown without even being viewed, 
presumably to those looking for ‘an escape to 
the country’. What can be done? Should any-
thing be done? I would be interested to hear 
your opinions on this matter in the next issue.  

Until next time.

Jayne

www.lochatuathnews.com

 www.facebook.com/LochaTuathNews

 @lochatuathnews

 instagram.com/lochatuathnews

Cover image courtesy Ruaraidh Urpeth, Quay 
Digital Media.
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Back
Wedding Bells
Katie Smith Macdonald (daugh-
ter of Ishbel and the late John Angus 
Macdonald, 49 South Bragar) and 
Andrew Donald Macmillan (son of 
Christine and Callum Ian Macmillan, 
8 Lewis Street, Stornoway) were mar-
ried on 20 August at Achnagairn Castle, 
Kirkhill, Inverness. Katie is the grand-
daughter of the late Angus (Angie a’ Lally) 
and Murdina Macdonald (3 Lighthill) 
and Catherine (Katag) and the late Alex 
Macdonald (Marco; Leaside, Tong). We 
wish you many happy years together in 
your soon-to-be new home in Tong. 

New Baby
Congratulations to Laura and Andrew 
Burns, 29 Back, on the birth of their 
second child, Euan Graham Burns, on 
14 September, a little brother for Kaitlin. 
Euan is a second great-grandchild for 
Catherine Maciver at 31 Back, a sec-
ond grandchild for Kathryn and Murdo 
Graham (5 Catherine Hill) and a third 
for Frank and Linda Burns (Stornoway).

Next Steps
After the sudden end to school careers 
and the exam results fiasco, it’s good to 
send our best wishes to students continu-
ing their education at home and away. 
Euan Anderson, 16 Back, is off to Glasgow 
to study Business and Economics. Sandy 
Morrison, 2 Lighthill, heads for Stirling to 
pursue Film and Media Studies. Johanna 
McCarthy also goes to Glasgow. Jessica 
MacLennan, 21 Back, has opted to move 
on to Lews Castle College to study 
Psychology amongst other subjects. We 
hope they manage to enjoy their student 
experience, even though it will be mark-
edly different to times pre-COVID.

Special Birthday
Nan Stewart, 12 Back, reached a land-
mark birthday on 26th September—80 
years young. All efforts will be made to 
help her enjoy her celebration, even with 
present limitations and social distancing. 
We hope you had a very happy birthday!

Golden Weddings
Bella Mary and Roddy Matheson, 14 
Back, celebrated 50 golden years of mar-
riage on 22 July. We wish them both all 
the best and especially as Roddy under-
goes treatment at home. 

Alex John and Seonag, 43 Back, also 
celebrated their Golden Wedding on 1 
September. They were wed in Aberdeen 
at Dee Street Free Church by Rev. 
Douglas Macmillan. They enjoyed a short 
break in Gairloch and the surrounding 
area instead of planned family celebra-
tions. A day of celebrating with friends 

and family added to this happy time.

Pearl Wedding
Murdo (Sgaoisaidh) and Margaret Ann 
Maciver (Corrodale) celebrated 30 years of 
marriage on 21 September. They got mar-
ried at St Peter’s Church, Daliburgh, South 
Uist, with the reception at St Peter’s Hall. 

Golden Oldies
We remember our older Bacachs at home 
whose outings have been curtailed over 
the last few months and also our relatives 
in care homes who have only recently 
been allowed one visitor per week. It’s 
been an opportunity to revive letter-
writing skills and to introduce Facetime 
video calls.

Sympathy
We pass on condolences to Crawford and 
Shona MacLellan, and sons Cameron and 
Robert, ’Tighnabruaich’, Am Poileagan, 
on the passing of Crawford’s father. 
They plan to travel to the funeral in 
Tighnabruaich, Argyllshire. 

Get Well Wishes
We extend get well wishes to those in 
our village undergoing treatments and 
recovering from time spent in hospital.

On the Mend
We send our well wishes to one of our 
promising young athletes, Kyla Mcmurdo 
(New Street), who injured her leg recent-
ly. Take care and rest up. We hope to see 
you running around again soon.

Autumn Beckons
After a very reasonable spell of good 
weather in spring through lockdown and 
summer, autumn has definitely raised 
its voice. That distinctive high-pitched 
whine in the wind, plant pots looking 
sadly shabby and those giant raindrops 
on your head leave no doubt that we’re 
into our next season, so time to get cosy 
by the fire once again.

Vatisker
Wedding Bells
Congratulations to Lorraine Kettings 
and Tony Caitlin (Edinburgh) who got 
married on 5 September at Pinetum, 
Cardross Estate, near Aberfoyle. 
Lorraine is the daughter of Mary Watt (8 
Broadbay View). Set in the surroundings 
of the atmospheric forest, and due to 
COVID restrictions, it was small in num-
bers, which led to a relaxed day for all. 

Scruffiest Dog
Congratulations to Wilma from 
Broadbay View, who was placed third 
in the category of ‘Scruffiest Dog’ in an 
online dog show run by Tatton Park 

estate, Knustford. She cleaned herself up 
for a photoshoot with her rosette.

Welcome to the Village
We welcome Julie Burnett to the village. 
Julie has recently moved into Yamba. 

Coll
Wedding Bells
Congratulations are extended to Alasdair 
Macleod (Ali Moley; son of Alec John and 
Joan, Glenfyne, Shorehill) and Helena 
Brackenridge (Lenzie) on their marriage, 
which took place at Dowanvale Free 
Church, Glasgow, on 27 August. The 
groom’s friend Rev. Calum Macmillan 
(Rosskeen Free Church), originally from 
Point, led the service, with the bride’s 
brother (Rev. David Brackenridge) carry-
ing out the official duties of the wedding 
vows. While the COVID-19 restrictions 
meant it was very different affair from 
what was originally planned, the small 
wedding was enjoyed by all in attend-
ance and they wouldn’t have had it any 
other way. Friends and family at home 
were able to feel part of their special 
day as the service was broadcast live 
on YouTube. Alasdair and Helena have 
set up home in Stornoway and we wish 
them many happy years together. 

New Baby
Congratulations to Carol Ann and Murdo 
Maclean, 23 Stewart Drive, on the birth 
of their first child, a son named Angus. 
Angus was born on 11 July, weighing 
4lb 13 oz. Angus is a new grandson for 
Moria and Malcolm Macleod (Malky; 
61 Coll) and for Donnie and Mairead 
Maclean (Heatherhill, Barvas).

Diamond Anniversary
John Neil and Etta Anne Macdonald 
(76 Coll) recently celebrated 60 years of 
marriage. They were married in 1960 at 
Greyfriars Free Church, Inverness, by 
Rev. D. Macdonald, followed by a recep-
tion at the Palace Hotel. 

Ruby Anniversary
Norman (Simon) and Marina Stewart 
(28A Coll) recently celebrated 40 years of 
marriage. They were married on 19 July 
1980 at the Free Church North, Inverness, 
by Rev. John Macleod, followed by a 
reception at the Glenmhor Hotel.

As Na 
Bailtean



4

 Murdo and Margaret Ann Maciver (Back)

Angus Maclean (Coll) 
Joshua James Macleod (Upper Coll) 

AnniversariesAnniversaries

Norman and Marina Stewart (Coll) 

Euan Graham Burns (Back) 

New Babies
New Babies

 Scruffiest Dog (Vatisker)  New Signage (Gress)

Catriona and David Maclennan 
(Gress) 

Oscar and Victoria Sobul (Upper Coll)  

Lee Maclean with his birthday present 
 from mum and dad (Coll)
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18th Birthday
We send our birthday wishes to Lee 
Maclean who celebrates his 18th birth-
day on 3 October. Lee is the son of Carol 
and Donald Maclean (Braeview, 12 Coll).

Farewell
The village recently said farewell to Alan 
and Esther Maclachlan (84 Outend Coll) 
and their daughters Faith, Jennifer and 
Harriet, who have left the island to set 
up their new home in East Kilbride. We 
send our best wishes as you put down 
new roots.

Condolences
We send our sympathy to Peigi Graham, 
Ocean View, on the death of her hus-
band John (Iain Farr) in Bethesda on 21 
August. Our thoughts are also with their 
sons Iain (America) and Innes (Glasgow) 
and their families. 

Tong
Wedding Bells
Congratulations to Kathryn Macsween 
and Donald Sinclair, 14 Tong Road, on 
their marriage, which was held in their 
house on 21 August. As regular read-
ers will be aware, the couple decided 
on a traditional house wedding after 
having their original plans disrupted by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. We wish you 
many happy years together. 

Bereavement
Sympathy is extended to the family of 
Murdo Macdonald (Soda; Acairsad, 15b 
Aird Tong), who sadly passed away on 
24 August. We send our sincere condo-
lences to his widow Annie Mary, and 
to George, Chrisanne and Maureen, 
Murray and all his grandchildren.

Out of Hospital 
After many months in hospital we are 
pleased to hear that Kenneth Maclennan 
(Buller) 36 Aird, is now continuing his 
recovery at home.

Tong Hall
After an unexpectedly long closure the 
village hall has reopened and is avail-
able for COVID-compliant bookings. We 
also welcome our new caretaker Kevin 
Wriggleworth and all enquiries can be 
directed to Kevin via tongcentre@gmail.
com. Hire information is available on our 
website at http://tonghall.wordpress.com.

Unsolicited Sales
In September our village was preyed 
upon by some door-to-door salespeople. 
CNES has some helpful Doorstoppers 
information available on its website and 
rogue traders can be reported on 01851 
701702 or Crimestoppers on 0800 555111. 

We should remain vigilant of our neigh-
bours particularly those who are elderly, 
vulnerable or living alone.

Gress
Wedding Anniversary
Congratulations go to David and 
Catriona Maclennan (22 Gress), who cel-
ebrated their pearl anniversary (30 years) 
on 21 September. May you have many 
more happy and healthy years together.  

Bereavements
We have more sad news of the loss of 
a loved one. Charles Clarke (20 Gress) 
passed away on Friday 21 August. His 
funeral was held the following day. 
Charlie had been unwell for some time 
and cared for by Margaret and their sons 
Kevin and Charles. Our thoughts are 
with all the family. Margaret, Kevin and 
Charles wish to express their thanks to 
all in the village who stood outside to 
pay their respects as the coffin passed by. 
They were very grateful for this show of 
support during these difficult times of 
COVID restrictions.

We were also saddened to hear of the 
passing of Donald Stewart (Neil John, late 
of 16 Gress) aged 92 years. He spent his 
life in the police and retired to Inverness. 
He was the third member of the family to 
pass away since the spring. We think of 
his widow Anne, their children Margaret, 
John, Neil and Donald, his sister Christine, 
and all other relatives and friends.

New Signage
New signage is in place at Gress 
Cemetery and also at the main entrance 
to the beach aimed at discouraging over-
night parking. Hopefully, these will 
deter visitors from parking up in these 
unsuitable places. 

Upper Coll
Baby News
It feels like a little while since we had 
a new addition in Upper Coll but we 
are delighted to report that baby Joshua 
James Macleod arrived on the evening of 
September 11, a first baby for Kayanna 
and Ally Macleod, Coll Farmhouse, 
2b Upper Coll. Joshua James is a new 
grandson for Donnie and Teen Macleod, 
Stornoway, and a first grandchild for 
Coleen and Donnie Morrison, Barvas. 
Welcome to Upper Coll little one.

Bereavement
We are very sorry to report the passing 
of our most senior villager, Alick Angus 
Graham, who died on 23 August, aged 
89 years. Alick Angus was born and 
brought up in Upper Coll and his father, 
Domhnall Piugh, was one of the land 

raiders whose fight led to the setting 
up of the village. We send our sincere 
condolences to his wife Annie and their 
children, Donnie in Tong, Marie and 
Margaret in Australia, and Catriona in 
Westerton, as well as their grandchil-
dren and great grandchildren. We also 
remember the wider family and commu-
nity at this sad time.

We also send our sympathies to Jessie 
Stewart at number 13 on the passing of 
her brother-in-law Donald at his home in 
Inverness on 7 September, aged 92 years. 
We send our condolences to his wife Ann 
and their sons and daughter, and also to 
his only remaining sister, Christina. 

Get Well Wishes
We send our best wishes to Neil Maciver 
at number 26 and Kenny Macritchie at 
number 5, who are recovering at home 
after a short stay in hospital, as well as to 
Iain Mackay who remains in hospital at 
this time. We also send get well wishes 
to any other villagers who have been 
unwell or in hospital. 

Birthday Wishes
Congratulations are in order to our new-
est village septuagenarian. Mr Coinneach 
Maciver at number 11, who celebrated 
this milestone birthday on 2 October. 
We hope that you are able to celebrate 
your birthday as planned! Many happy 
returns from us all.

Anya and Martin Sobul (no. 9) would 
like to wish a happy 11th birthday to 
their daughter Victoria (10 September) 
and a happy 13th birthday to their son 
Oscar, who became a teenager on 17 July.

Bruinish Accident Black Spot
The main road at Bruinish, Upper Coll, 
was the scene of yet another accident 
on the evening of Sunday 6 September. 
Although the car involved suffered 
extensive damage, fortunately nobody 
was injured. Croft fences by the side of 
the road were also extensively damaged. 
From the tyre marks left it is obvious 
that the car mounted the pavement and 
travelled some distance. Fortunately, no 
one was walking there at that time that 
evening.

This stretch of road has been the scene 
of many accidents over the years, both in 
summer and winter. It is a very danger-
ous road, which residents of Upper Coll 
have long advocated should have special 
speed control measures applied. This 
accident is another warning that needs 
heeding. Representations have been 
made to the Transport Department of the 
Comhairle that this stretch of road from 
Gearraidh Ghuirm to the Coll crossroads 
should have a maximum speed limit of 
40mph imposed as soon as is practicable. 
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and implement improvements elsewhere. 
Further information from the local council-
lors on the allocation of the Crown Estate 
Funding in the district will be published in 
the next issue.

LATN AGM
The LATN AGM was held on 8 September 
via Zoom. After 12 years in the role of Chair, 

and nearly 20 years of vol-
unteering for the magazine 
in various capacities, Willie 
Maclean tendered his resig-
nation from the committee. 
We are very grateful to the 
contribution made by Willie 
over the years and he has left 
big shoes to fill. Also stepping 
down was ex-Editor and long-
standing committee member 
Angus Morrison. Mary Ann 

Graham was elected 
Chair, and Louise 
Reeves Vice Chair. 
All other office bear-
ers remain the same. 
No new candidates 
came forward at 
the AGM wishing 
to join the commit-
tee, which was dis-
appointing. If you 
have an interest in 
helping us out in 
any capacity, even if 
it’s just to share your 

Dismay at Water Pollution

Vatisker resident and water sports enthusiast Kirsty 
Lymburn (The Wee Workshop) is dismayed by the 
pollution she is finding in our local waters. On 15 
September, Kirsty shared with us photos she took 
after a sea swim at Coll beach, and is pleading with 
the public not to be flushing wet wipes or sanitary 
products down the toilet. ‘They end up in the sea and 
take 100 years to biodegrade’. Following a walk to 
Vatisker beach on 16 September, she found more of the 
same around the sewage outlet on the far-side of the 
beach. She has since written to Scottish Water, Angus 
B. MacNeil MP and Alasdair Allan MSP, but is urg-
ing the public to dispose of their waste responsibly.

Jellyfish Bloom

The last few weeks have seen reports of huge numbers of jellyfish wash-
ing up on our shores. Jellyfish of all shapes and sizes have been spotted. 
Why is this? Warm temperatures and calm seas, combined with a glut of 
plankton on which they feed. Some are even reaching record sizes. Many 
‘lion’s mane’ jellyfish have been spotted on Vatisker and Gress beaches. 
Swimmers have had to contend with these specimens, which have excep-
tionally long tentacles and a very nasty sting. Stornoway coastguard said 
‘We would ask people to keep away from this type of jellyfish and not 
touch them’, as reported in the Guardian. And apparently the old wives’ 
tale about urinating on a jellyfish sting is codswallop! Stings should be 
rinsed in seawater (not freshwater, which can cause further irritation). 

Also not very commonly seen on our shores but found in abundance 
recently have been goose barnacles, a delicacy in Portugal and Spain. If you 
have any tasty recipes, do send them in! 

Crown Estate Funding
On 19 August 2020, Loch a Tuath News 
was delighted to hear that our appli-
cation to the Crown Estate for the 
funding of a part-time salary for the 
position of Editor for one year was 
successful. The grant will come into 
effect in October 2020. This fund-
ing will ensure we can continue to 
provide you with a quality magazine 

 Waste 
pollution at 
Vatisker

Pollution at 
Coll beach 

Also in the News

 Goose barnacles

A giant lion's mane jellyfish on  
Vatisker beach with a foot for scale!
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Lambs averaged £47.03 (+£9.53 on the 
year). Leading Back prices included a 
pen of gimmers which sold to £65 from 
4B Aird Tong, and ewes/feeding sheep 
which sold to £70 from 10 Tong.

On 11 September Dingwall & Highland 
Marts sold 1092 sheep from Lewis Livestock 
producers. Cheviot lambs (374) averaged 
£55.01 (up £14.40 on the year) and sold 
to £80 gross from 45 Vatisker. Texel cross 
lambs (10) averaged £52.60 (up £16.45) on 
the year and sold to £55 from Crosswinds, 
Garyvard. Suffolk cross lambs (139) aver-
aged £54.78 (up £13.94 on the year) and sold 
to £72 gross from 29 Upper Coll. Blackface 
lambs (344) averaged £45.75 (up £17.59 on 
the year) and sold to £66 gross from 23 
Gress and 31 Gress. Cross lambs (225) aver-
aged £53.75 (up £21.64 on the year) and sold 
to £66 gross from 31 North Tolsta. Other 
leading prices for Back were £71 from 27 
Gress (Cheviot) and £60 from 29 Upper Coll 
and 21 Broadbay View (Blackface). 

Crofter Emma Macleod, Broadbay View, 
said ‘I wasn’t sure how the sheep sales 
would be this year due to COVID-19. 
When I came across the sale prices on the 
Dingwall mart Facebook page, I couldn’t 
believe it. I was not expecting to see my 
address on the top-prices list at all. I was 
very happy with the prices! I am hoping 
to sell more lambs at the next local sale in 
October. My shen, Iain Cromarty, taught 
me well!’.

New Government App

The Protect Scotland app was launched by 
the Scottish Government on 10 September. 
It is available free to download from 
Apple and Google stores. First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon is urging the public to 
download the contact tracing app to help 
suppress the spread of coronavirus. The 

ideas, please get in touch with any members of the committee or 
the editor. We would love to have you. 

Donald Macleod Piping Competition

The P/M Donald Macleod MBE Memorial Piping Competition is 
to be held behind closed doors this year, with the performances 
from the invited pipers to be broadcast online at a later date, due 
to the ongoing situation with the coronavirus. 

The Lewis and Harris Piping Society had initially postponed the 
competition, originally due to be held on 3 April to 27 November, 
but the organising committee reluctantly agreed it would be 
impossible in the circumstances to hold the usual live event with 
an audience in Stornoway.

The event is now to be held in The Piping Centre in Glasgow on 
November 27. There will also be a junior competition for the first time 
this year—held entirely virtually—with recordings of performances to 
be invited from eight selected young pipers and again broadcast online 
at a later date.

The eight pipers invited to take part this year—based on their wins on 
the competition circuit in the previous year—will be Willie McCallum, 
Gordon McCready, Sarah Muir, Connor Sinclair, Iain Speirs, Stuart 
Liddell, Angus MacColl and Niall Stewart. 

For the junior competition, eight of the most accomplished young players 
from the Outer Hebrides will be invited to submit recordings of them-
selves playing a piobaireachd ‘ground’, plus a march, Strathspey and 
reel and a hornpipe and jig, in line with the structure of the main Donald 
Macleod competition. The closing date for submissions is November 1. 

Lamb Sales

This year has seen many firsts, not least local crofters and farmers hav-
ing to watch their livestock go through the ring at home on their laptops 
and iPads. It was not too long ago that it was unclear whether the Lewis 
and Harris Auction Mart would be able to hold any sales at all, but, in 
conjunction with their partners at Dingwall Mart, it was decided that 
the sales could be made COVID-19 safe and so, initially, two sales were 
organised, one for 26 August and a second for 9 September. After the suc-
cess of these two, a third has been organised for 6 October (including cat-
tle). Instructions on how to drop off livestock and paperwork safely was 
issued ahead of the sales, with the understanding that only the mainland 
buyers would be allowed in the mart premises, themselves upholding 
the two-metre social distancing rule. Livestreams were broadcast on the 
Lewis and Harris Auction Mart’s Facebook page and website, with no 
technical hitches. The August sale saw very good trade, with 4113 lambs 
sold. The mart staff said ‘Lambs [were] looking in great bloom with an 
overall increase of £9.60 on the corresponding sale last year’. Cheviot 
lambs (477) averaged £52.38 and sold to £72.50 gross from 8B Shader, 
Point; Texel cross lambs (265) averaged £58.42 and sold to £77 gross from 
Anerley Cottage, Back; Beltex cross lambs (11) averaged £52.73 and sold 
to £55 gross from 6 Habost, Lochs; Suffolk cross lambs (538) averaged 
£59.65 and sold to £78 gross from 4 Park, Barvas; Blackface lambs (1331) 
averaged £39.98 and sold to £60 gross from 20 Ranish; Mule lambs (36) 
averaged £57.92 and sold to £62.50 gross from 6 Steinish; Cross lambs 
(1455) averaged £47.68 and sold to £110 gross from 6 Valtos. Leading 
prices for Back were £66.50 47a Back (Cheviot); £65.50 2a Back (Texel X); 
£70.50 Anerley Cottage (Suffolk X); £52.50 1 Vatisker (Blackface).

Trade was only slightly down at the second sale, still ‘a great sale exceed-
ing all expectations’. In total 3315 sheep and 2539 store lambs were sold. 

Watching the mart at home 
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NORRIE'S GARAGE
 Cars and Commercial Servicing and Repairs 

 MOT  Tyres 

 Wheel Alignment & Wheel Balancing 

 Large Stock of Truck and Trailer Parts 

TEL: 01851 705398
Email: info@norriesgarage.co.uk

43 BELLS ROAD, STORNOWAY

ISLE OF LEWIS HS1 2RL

GOOD RANGE OF 
TYRES IN STOCK
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app will anonymously alert users if 
they have been in close contact with 
someone who has tested positive. 
The app does not store the personal 
data of users. Sign up is voluntary but 
users of smartphones are encouraged 
to participate.

Proposed Cuts

The news that Tong School was being 
earmarked for possible closure in a 
BBC News report was met with dismay 
by local residents on 14 September. 
Provision at Pairc and Bernera is also 
being looked at. ‘Dialogue’ is being 
carried out with the schools over 
their future. Education in the Back/
Tong area will be looked at, with 
Education Director Bernard Chisholm 
saying that moving Tong pupils to 
Laxdale would not be possible, but 
that something might be done with 
Back, although nothing has yet been 
decided. Discussions are taking place 
with parents with the aim of mak-
ing ‘appropriate decisions to meet the 
educational needs of children while 
retaining schools’.  In response to 
the concerns of parents on Facebook, 
Councillor Donald Crichton said of 
the BBC article: ‘This is a mislead-
ing report. This is about the budget 
choices for the next three years. No 
decisions have been made and there 
will be a full consultation right across 
the board on the £6 million we have 
to save over the next three years. I 
want a new school for the area that 
will improve capacity and educational 

provision. Capacity at Tong has been 
a challenge over the years. And if we 
work together we can achieve some-
thing positive out of a very difficult 
situation’.

Loch a Tuath News would welcome 
the views of parents in the form of 
Letters to the Editor in the next issue. 

CnES Service Updates

Swimming pools reopened across 
the Outer Hebrides on Tuesday 15 
September. 

Sessions can be booked online using 
the new CnES Sport Facilities app 
available on Google Play and the App 
Store. Forty-minute sessions will cost 
£2 for adults and £1 for Concession 
customers. Family sessions will cost 
£5 and £3 for concessions and must 
have a minimum of one adult and one 
child in each booking. 

Customers will need their member-
ship number and a four digit PIN – 
please contact isladminteam@cne-siar.
gov.uk and they will be happy to help. 
A limited number of spaces will be 
available for those without access to 
a smartphone – please call Reception 
on 01851 822800.

Liniclate and Stornoway librar-
ies began a reduced service on 14th 
September. Libraries will follow a 
gradual, phased approach to reopen-
ing, ensuring the safety of all staff 
and customers.

The phased reopening will initially 
involve a special ‘Connect & Collect’ 
service. This will be followed, as 
soon as feasible and in line with gov-
ernment regulations, by a gradual 
return to normal library services at 
all branches.

Each library will have reduced open-
ing hours in operation, and custom-
ers can arrange to visit their local 
library at a specific day and time, to 
collect a bag of books that the library 
staff will have prepared for them.

Customers can connect with their 
local library by phone, email or 
through completing the online 
Connect & Collect form available 
via the library website. They can 
either place holds on particular items 
through the library catalogue they 
would like to get or simply tell staff 
what kinds of books/audio books/
DVDs/authors they enjoy.

Library staff will then put a collection 
of five items together for them which 
will be ready to collect at the agreed 
time.

Customers will also be able to return 
their outstanding library books at the 
same time. 

When collecting items from libraries, 
customers are requested to wear face 
coverings (unless exempt), sanitise 
their hands and observe physical dis-
tancing at all times.

Keith Bray (left) and Alexander MacLeod (right) played in the 
Western Isles Junior Championship matchplay final on Saturday 12 
September, part of Stornoway Golf Club’s revamped Golf Week for 
2020. Alexander, who is from Melbost, has strong Tolsta connections 
(grandson of Alexandra MacLean and the late Malcolm MacLean) 
and Keith lives in Aird Tong (grandson of ‘Churchill’ and Anne 
MacLeod). The match was all even after 18 holes, with Keith securing 
the win on the 19th hole!  Well done to both boys; the watching crowd 
were treated to some fine shots made under a great deal of pressure.  

Other winners from the finals of the Western Isles Open:

Scratch: Colin Macritchie (Laxdale), with Norrie Macdonald 
(Stornoway) as runner-up

Handicap: Eddie Rogers (Upper Coll), with Robert Rankin 
(Stornoway) as runner-up

Seniors: Donald Macleod (Stornoway), with Andrew Reeves (Upper 
Coll) as runner-up*

Masters: Robbie Macrae (Leurbost), with Norman Maclean 
(Stornoway) as runner-up

*Donald (Donnie) is the grandfather of Upper Coll’s newest addition, 
Joshua James Macleod (see As na Bailtean).

Golf N
ew

s
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House Captains

House Captains for this year are Samuel Maclennan (Columba, GP7), Jack Anderson 
(Claymore, GP7), Cara Macritchie (Suilven, EP7) and Cerys Maciver (Seaforth EP7).

Pupil Council 2020-21

At the beginning of September the Pupil Council elections were held. The following 
pupils were elected: Marsaili Maclennan EP3, 
Aibhlin McGregor GP3, Hannah Clark EP4, 
Elise Macdonald GP4, Sophia Maclachlan EP5, 
Josh Macleod GP5, Maisie Murray GP5, Demi 
Macdonald GP6, Mark Macleod EP6, Angus 
Macleod GP7, Cerys Maciver EP7 and Cara 
Macritchie EP7. The restrictions we have placed 
on us at the moment due to the pandemic may 
well impact on some of our normal Pupil 
Council activities. In spite of that, we look 
forward to the Pupil Council playing an active 
part in the life of Sgoil a’ Bhac this session. 

Sgoil Araich and English Nursery Loch a’ 
Tuath

Our Early Years’ Service has undergone 
some radical transformation over the last few 
months. Following the Nursery consultation that the Early Years Manager held with parents 
in January 2020, we now have a Gaelic Sgoil Araich and an English Nursery. Dawn Maclennan our Sgoil Araich Play 
Leader and Christine Martin Nursery Key Worker remain in the Gaelic Playroom. They are joined by Eilidh Morrison, 
who was newly recruited from Sgoil an Taobh Siar. Dolly Macdonald continues as relief until we are able to recruit a 
further Gaelic Nursery Key Worker.  

In the English Playroom, we hope to be welcoming Anna Macleod shortly to our team as our English Play Leader. Anna 
is coming to us with much experience in the early years’ sector. Our new recruits in the English Nursery include Cheryl 
Maclachlan, Peggy Macleod and Esther Martin, who were all recruited during Term 4. Currently Linda Mackinnon is 
with us on relief until Anna is able to start with us.  

Mrs Graham and Mrs Campbell, 
our two Primary 1 teachers, will 
be spending a short time in the 
Nursery each week to build 
up their relationships with the 
children who are in their pre-
school year. We are also fortunate 
to have Mairi Fraser with us two 
days a week. Mairi is an itinerant 
Nursery Manager and will be 
helping to support the two new 
teams we have working in both 
playrooms. This is an exciting time 
for us as we begin our delivery of 
1140 funded hours and have two 
language streams in our early 
year provision. We look forward 
to seeing the children flourish in 
our new settings.  

Sgoil a’ Bhac

House Captains 

 Pupil Council
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Eco Committee 

As we work towards our Eco Awards, the Eco Committee plays 
an important role in keeping green topics/issues at the forefront 
of everybody’s minds. Pupils will be elected to the committee 
by their classmates following representatives giving a speech to 
their class about why they should be on the committee. 

We recognise that our school committees may not be able to 
operate exactly as they would have in previous years, but we 
feel it is important to provide the pupils with a voice on school 
matters across the session and would encourage pupils to stand 
for election for both these committees. 

 Calum Clark (EP2) recently received 
a certificate from Youth Scotland 
Awards for all the skills he gained 
helping Mammy and Daddy around 
the house and croft during lockdown. 

Ronan Macdonald (EP2) along with his brother 
Lachlan have had their art activity and their work 

published in a book.

Carys Shields (EP1/2) won some highland dancing  
exam medals.  

Louise Maclachlan (EP1/2) and her sister Sophia  
donated and took part in a fundraiser for Motor Neurone 

Disease Scotland and raised a cup of tea of MND. Their 
photo was chosen as the winner and here they are 

receiving their prize. 

Achievers!

 Sgoil Araich

 English 
Nursery
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Tong School

 Johan is ready to lead the 
Starfish house

House Captains

 Jayden is ready to lead 
the Otters

We have four willing and responsible captains ready to lead 
the Seal, Otter, Starfish and Dolphin houses. Leah has been 
voted to lead the Seals group, Jayden will lead the Otters, 
Johan will take care of the Starfish and Amelia will be looking 
after the Dolphins. We have included some messages from 
each house captain:

I am looking forward to leading the house meetings and tak-
ing responsibility. Important skills for being a house captain 
are helping the school and younger children, being helpful 
and coming up with challenges for my house.

Leah, P7

I am excited about leading house meetings and sharing 
information at assembly.

I think that being responsible, kind and showing

respect to others are important skills for house captains. 
Jayden 

As a house captain I hope to help people and make people 
happy. Important skills for being a house captain are being 
kind and looking out for others.

Johan, P7

I am looking forward to being a captain and leading house 
meetings. Important skills are being responsible, kind and 
caring, listening to others and working with their ideas.

Amelia, P7

The captains will be assisted by their willing and helpful 
vice captains. 

 Leah is delighted to lead 
the Seals

Layla is the vice captain 
for the Seals 

 Emma is the vice captain 
for the Starfish

Dylan is the vice captain for  
the Otters Olivia is the vice captain for 

  the Dolphins

 Amelia is ready to 
lead the Dolphins
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Super Ailsa

My name is Ailsa and I am a super hero. I am a super hero at school when 
I smile and do big sums. I feel amazing. Miss Ferguson feels delighted. I 
am a super hero at school when I do big numbers. I feel happy!

I am a super hero at home when I do the washing and make dinner. 
When I do chores mum gives me money. I feed Pepper and play with 
her. I read books to Ellie. Mum feels delighted and Ellie feels happy. 
Pepper feels crazy like always. I feel helpful.

I am a super hero in the world by washing my hands. I feel good. I wash 
my hands. I wash the germs away. I am a super hero in the world when 
I pick up litter. I help the world to be a better place.

Ailsa, P3
Stress Cards
The pupils in P3/4 made up some cards to help deal with negative 
emotions. Chloe came up with the great idea of using the name stress 
cards as she thought it was like using a stress ball to help calm you 
down. 

This is what Beth, P3, wrote inside her stress card:

Don’t be glum, don’t be shy, don’t be grumpy, don’t be cross, don’t be sad, 
don’t be blue, don’t be gloomy, don’t be down hearted, don’t be worried

To help: go to the electric box, go to the tress, go and see my granny, go 
to Gordon’s shop.

Save Our Playground
We felt very downhearted when we discovered our polytunnel had 
been vandalised. It is sad to know someone has deliberately damaged 
school property. We ask members of the public to please keep an eye on 
the playground as they are walking, cycling or driving past. Thank you 
for helping. 

Nursery News
As the children have been enjoying the story of the little red 
hen, they decided to bake their own delicious bread. The 
smell wafting along the corridor made the rest of the school 
hungry! Our young friends are certainly having a great time 
as they play and learn together. A favourite game is using 
the boat to play pirates. It’s no wonder that a little rest on the 
grass is needed after all this activity. 

Congratulations 
Robyn, P4 has been awarded a hi5 award from Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar for helping others during lockdown. Read 
on to find out some more:

During lockdown I went out with letters for older people in 
the village with telephone numbers for volunteers who could 
help them if needed. I made clay models for some people 
in the village and I thought about their occupations so the 
models would be a good match. I made a sheep for Ganga, I 
made a fish for my uncle because he goes fishing and I made 
two bunnies for Mairi and ‘Bunny’. We also made some key 
rings as gifts. I felt jolly when I got my award. I also got some 
sweets and a pencil. It is important to help others. 

Junior Reporters
As we are unable to have help from our band of roving 
reporters at the moment, P3/4 have contributed to this 
issue. Well done to all.

We Are All Super Heroes
The P3/4 class have been exploring the idea that everyone can 
be a super hero in their own way. Read Ailsa's story, where 
she describes how you can be a super hero wherever you are:

 Row, row, row your boat!

Nursery friends relaxing in the sunshine 

Congratulations to Robyn 

Ready to bake tasty bread 
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Football moves indoors!

Yes, the indoor sports arena is now open and the younger 
footballers are all moving back inside just in time for the 
darker, wetter winter months. We’re following SFA and 
Government guidance carefully, so for now at least the 
older players are braving the weather so they can continue 
to play contact football.

Indoor hall reopened—keep fit is back!

Slowly but surely we are opening up more facilities. It’s 
been very much one step at a time, so thank you for your 
patience, but it feels like we’ve turned a corner with the 
reopening of the hall for keep fit classes. 

Gordon is back with his Tuesday evening and Thursday 
morning classes and we’re pleased to welcome Sharon on 
board for an early morning session on Wednesdays. 

Both have been running as a two-week trial, to see if 
you’re all still keen but we hope to have some more blocks 
ready to book after the October school holidays.

Gym is busy!

The gym has been open for a month now and after a 
few blips and a last-minute change of booking system 
things seem to have settled down. We are still monitoring 
demand from our current membership but hope to start 
offering a limited number of new memberships in the 
coming months, depending on capacity.

Funding secured for a minibus

We are thrilled to announce that we have been awarded 
funding from the Crown Estates Fund to purchase a 
minibus. We have been trying to get a minibus for many 
years and are sure it will be a huge benefit to the club, 
other local groups and the wider community. 

We wish to say a big thank you to our local councillors for 
their support with this funding application. 

The new minibus will be a specially designed model that 
can be driven on a normal driving licence. It will live at the 
Coll centre and usage will be managed by the club, but we 
want it to be available to all areas of the community. Any 
local groups or clubs who would be interested in using the 
minibus should get in touch with Terri to find out more.

Online booking

One of the big changes we’ve had to implement due to 
COVID is advance booking for all activities at the centre. 
This has been a huge undertaking for us, something 
we are still working on getting right and we are really 
appreciative of everyone’s patience. Sadly, it looks like 
COVID isn’t going to go away any time soon, but we will 
be regularly reviewing systems and processes and hope to 
streamline things in the future.

Dates for clubs and classes restarting will be available on 
our website, Facebook page and newsletter as they are 
confirmed. The next items on our restart list are Junior 
Golf and Bike Club, but we had some great plans in the 
pipeline before lockdown, including badminton coaching 
and a new youth club, and we still hope to get these up 
and running in the coming months, so watch this space.

Terri and Louise continue to work from home for the time 
being and can be contacted as follows:

Terri 07497925905 backfrc@gmail.com (booking enquiries, 
gym, classes and clubs)  

Louise 07375140768 louise.bfrc@gmail.com (junior 
football). 

Information on clubs and classes, plus links to book can be 
found at www.backfrc.org.uk

Back Footbal l and Recreation Club - What's on in October? 

Following Scottish Government advice, the play park at Tong 
is now open. Social distancing measures are in place. 

• Please wash hands before and after visiting.

• Take hand sanitiser with you and consider taking wipes or 
a bottle of water for if your children’s hands.

• Ensure your children are using hand sanitiser frequently but 
make sure it has fully dried before using the play equipment.

• Stay 2 metres apart from anyone not in your group/bubble.

• We know so many children are excited to use the play 
park again but please think carefully before you attend. If 
the play park is busy consider coming back later.

• Take time to explain to your children the measures that 
are in place. We want to ensure that everyone can use the 
play park as safely as possible.To

ng
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news of any developments, and videos on our website www.
cebac.org 

As we will be unable to hold our winter talks, we plan to have 
online talks/interviews. It is hoped that a series of interviews, 
Bacaich Abroad, with Kenny Maciver in the interviewer’s chair, 
will be available online. The first of these will feature Iain 
Macleod (Tohan; formerly of Gress), who has lived in New 
Zealand for many years. The date, which will be in October, is to 
be confirmed.

We would love to receive photos of any local historical interest, 
also, as mentioned in previous issues, please send us any 
words of local poetry or song which you may have, for possible 
inclusion in Bàrdachd Sgìre a’ Bhac which is our next publishing 
project, after the success of Iain Murray’s Gaisgich Sgìre a’ Bhac 
(still available in local outlets and from our online shop). If you 
can help transcribing texts, that would also be a great help.

A.T.

Email: info@cebac.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ComannEBac/
Twitter: @ cEBac_org
Website: www.cebac.org

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a Bhac SCIO (Back Historical Society) is 
a Scottish Charitable Incorporateed Organisation (SCIO), SC09033, 
regulated by the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR).

Our big news this month is 
that Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre 
a’ Bhac has been successful 

in two applications made to 
the Crown Estates Funding. The 

first application was for a survey of known and 
suspected archaeological sites in the Back area; 
the second was for a feasibility study into the 
options for redeveloping Back Community Hut 
and surrounding waste ground for the benefit of 
all in the community. Further details of the Crown 
Estates Funding for the area will be published 
in the next issue. Look out for further details of 
developments in both these projects in future 
issues of LATN.

We are pleased that there continues to be growing 
interest in CEBac on social media; we now have 
437 followers on Facebook and 194 on Twitter. 
We hope that this interest will develop into active 
participation when, one day in the future, we 
are able to resume face-to-face activities. In the 
meantime, check out our resources, up to date 

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac – Back Historical Society

Out on 22 October, Roddy Murray’s (mac Ishbel a’ 
Bhrunnaich and Donnie Murray) new memoir Bleak: 
The Mundane Comedy takes a look at life, from his 
bored teenage years in Lewis to his time at Glasgow 
School of Art creating memories and mischief with 
Dr Who actor Peter Capaldi and American TV 
show host Craig Ferguson. He has stories to tell, of 
primary school corporal punishment, seasickness, 
sunburn and hungover days on the island. Of 
particular intrigue is a story about ‘a spectacularly 
good potato peeler’!

Published by Saraband, the book is now available 
for pre-order at most major retail outlets, priced at 
£9.99. 

New Book
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Lorraine Kettings and Tony  
Caitlin (see Vatisker news p.3)

 And the bride wore wellies!

 Katie Macdonald and Andrew 
Macmillan (see Back news p.3)

Kathryn Macsween and  
Donald  Sinclair (see Tong 

news p.5)

The boys in blue: the Moley boys modelling  
their blue-soled shoes in honour of their lifelong 

love of Back FC! Abair spaideil! 

Wedding of Alasdair Macleod and Helena Brackenridge  L–R: Euan Macleod (brother of 
the groom and best man), Ann-
Mairi Macleod (bridesmaid), 
Helena Brackenridge, Alasdair 
Macleod, Joan Macleod (mother
of the groom) and Alec J. 
 Macleod (father of the groom).

Weddings!    
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In the fashion world, these next few weeks act as a 
‘transitional’ phase, where your wardrobe goes through a 
change from shorts and t-shirts to jumpers and coats. The 
latest trends consist of ‘transitional’ items like sleeveless 
knits and trench coats, which are perfect for battling a 
small breeze at the end of summer. However, I think 
we’re a few weeks ahead of the typical fashion calendar 
in Broad Bay and we need to start digging out the bobban 
socks and get cosy with our wardrobe sooner rather than later! 

Just because it’s dreich outside doesn’t mean your wardrobe 
has to reflect that. This gorgeous floral navy midi dress with 
hints of pink, orange and blue, available from M&Co at £34.99, 
can be dressed up or down, and worn with tights and a top 
underneath for the colder days. M&Co has lovely winter coats 
in that are able to add a splash of colour to your wardrobe. This 
coat is pictured here in a blue, which matches the flowers of 
the midi dress, but is also available in blush, black, ivory and 
grey at £49.99! If you can’t find what you’re looking for in the 
Stornoway store, or they don’t have your size, a sales assistant 
will be able to order it instore for you. 

An outfit is nothing without accessorizing so here are some local 
businesses that can help complete your look. Firstly, I doubt 
many of us ladies will leave 
the house without a handbag 
and there’s no handbag 

better than a Harris Tweed 
one. This ‘Boss Shopper’ 
bag, exclusively available 
at Harris Tweed Hebrides 
is perfect for any winter 
outfit and it a timeless 
style and colour. These 
bags, priced at £165, are 
made in the UK from 
Harris Tweed and leather, 
making them extremely 
durable and a long life 
add to your wardrobe. 

Islewear is a local jewellery brand run by Jordane Symington 
who designs and makes all the jewellery herself. The jewellery 
is inspired by the islands and are often made using castings of 
physical aspects such as the fauna and seaweed, meaning you 
can literally wear a piece of our lovely islands. Jordane also has 
these Mara drop earrings made using silver with a freshwater 
pearl available at £62 which is from her ‘Mara’ collection 
inspired by the sea and the crustaceans and shells that wash 
ashore. These items of jewellery are beautiful and easy to pair 
with any outfit for any occasion. You can find Jordane’s jewellery 
in An Lanntair, Calanais Visitor Centre, Body and Sole, Essence 
of Harris in Tarbert and also on her website (www.islewear.
co.uk).  Jordane also has gift vouchers available online, which 
helps finding special Christmas presents a lot easier. If you’re 
lucky enough to receive a diamond ring as your special present 
this Christmas, she also offers workshops where she helps you 
design and make your own wedding bands.

Finally, the most important accessory for the coming months 
is a face mask. Lots of local crafters are busy making these and 
they are flying off the shelves. They are made in lots of different 
colours and tweed and are usually available in two sizes with 
either long ties or elastic ear loops. A pretty way to keep yourself 
and everyone else around you safe in the coming months. 

Stay safe and stay stylish.

Harris Tweed Bag 

Fashion Forward

 M&Co floral midi dress

 M&Co Coat

Islewear beaded pearl earrings 

wept to see the tiny flowers and as 
the tears fell among the heather, they 
magically turned pure white. She then 
whispered, 'although it is the symbol 
of my sorrow, may the white heather 
bring good fortune to all who find it.'

Even today, white heather is 
considered to be lucky, especially 
for brides, and adding a spray of it 
to your bouquet is still a popular 
tradition along with the something 
old, something new, etc. Even a 
Londoner such as I knew the tradition 
and I had a sprig (that I had picked 
in preparation on Dartmoor where 
it grows profusely in readiness for a proposal I knew was coming) 
tucked into my garter on my wedding day. This reminds me that it’s my wedding 
anniversary; the heather seems to have worked, at least for us…32 years and still 
laughing. As this is my wee space, I had better use it to wish my caraid a Happy 
Anniversary, and they said it would never last!

Nature’s  DiaryNature’s  Diary
Is it me? But has the heather ever 
been as lovely as it is this year? From 
my kitchen window I can see it each day 
on the moor getting richer and richer in 
colour. I still look for the occasional white 
heather, which is, of course, much rarer. 
The folk tales about heather run deep, but 
I like the one about Malvina, daughter of 
the third-century poet Ossian. This lovely 
maid (funny that they are never plain young 
women) was betrothed to a great fighter 
(again with the stereotypes, the chaps are 
never something wimpy in accounts) called 
Oscar. Sadly, on the eve of the wedding he 
was killed in some minor battle with his 
dying breath he plucked a sprig of purple 
heather to send home to his one true love 
(are you crying yet?). The friends of Oscar 
rushed home to Malvina with the dreadful 
news and the sprig of purple heather as 

a symbol of his ever-lasting love. She 

C.M.

C.H.
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 Jean Sheonaidh 'an Alasdair and Dollag Dhomhnaill Ruaidh together with Jean's son Neil and daughter Catriona

 Eachainn a' Stal (Hector Macdonald), 20 Upper Coll; Chirsty 
Mary a' Pheel; Uilleam John Graham, 40 Upper Coll; and 
Christina Graham, 39 Upper Coll on a May Holiday excursion 
in 1948.

 Mary and John Macneil, formerly of 3 Aird Tong and now 
of Wellington, New Zealand, are photographed here with their 
children. Recently, a reader contacted us to say she had found 
a copy of this photo wedged in the pages of a second-hand 
copy she had picked up from 2016. We put an appeal out on 
Facebook to identify the people in this lovely photo and had an 
almost instant response! Mary contacted us to say it was taken 
around 1966 and she already has a copy.

Peigi Stewart, 
10 Back, went to work 

in service in New York 
in the early 1920s

John M  
19 Coll, Donald 
and Iain 20 Coll
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We thank Mrs Dolina Lawson for sending us the 
following group wedding photos of some of her 
old friends from Back and Vatisker. Dolina (nee 
Stewart) lives in Marlborough, Wiltshire and is 
formerly of 17 Back.

Catherine Murray 
(Catriona 'an Help), 43 

Vatisker, and Donald John 
Martin, Borve. Catriona's 

brother Norman was the best 
man and her sister Peggy was a 

bridesmaid. 

 Margaret Stewart (Maggie a' 
Phlangaich), 4 Vatisker, and Fred Watt, 
Aberdeen. Maggie's sister Peggy was 
the bridesmaid and the flowergirl was 
her niece Sandra (nighean Catriona a' 
Phlangaich).

Margaret Macleod (Màiread Bhast), 20 Back, and  
John Mackay, Fort William. Margaret's sister-in-law 

Chirsty Mary Sheoidhein was a bridesmaid. The best 
man was Jimmy MacDonald, Fort William, who later 

married Catriona Ailig Ruairidh, 9 Back.

Catriona Stewart 
(34 Upper Coll) 

relatives' wedding 
(not one of Mrs 

Lawson's photos)
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 HiC
HOME improvement CENTRE

Kitchens  Powertools  Handtools  Ironmongery  Paint
Plaster Products  Fireparts  Timber  Household Tiles

Electrical/Plumbing Spares

01851 703646
Fax: 01851 702537

20 Bells Road, Stornoway
Mon - Fri 8am - 5:30pm, Sat 9am - 5pm GIFT VOUCHERS

22 Francis Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

RMk
tel: 01851 704949
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

● Insurance Brokers

● Business & Personal

● Excellent Service
ADVICEADVICE
YOU CANYOU CAN
TRUSTTRUST

MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING
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Back in May 2018 Loch a Tuath News profiled the original 
residents of Vatisker Park who moved into their new homes 
in 1971. The second phase of the housing development was 
completed around 1977. We are hopeful that the following 
list accurately records the first tenants who settled into 
this new community over 40 years ago. Grateful thanks to 
former resident Mary Macleod, 13 Back, for submitting the 
original list and also to John Murdo McCarthy, 4 Back, and 
Cathy Macinnes, 16a Coll, for additional information.

Numbers 1–12, 14 and 16 Vatisker Park were occupied in 
the first phase in 1971.

No. 13: Mary Macleod (Màiri Bhobaidh), originally from New Tolsta and her sister Mary (Màiri Bheag).
No. 15: Nurse Barabara Maclean, originally from Uig.
No. 17: Kenneth Maciver (Tutan Churaic), 61 Coll.
No. 19: Annie Macleod (Anna Frank), 3 Vatisker.
No. 18: Murdo George Macleod (Veal), 1 Gress, and Mary (Màiri Choinnich Chelsoin), 33 Coll.
No. 20: Jim and Annie Black. Jim was from Oban and Annie from Balallan.
No. 22: Agnes MacKenzie (Agnes a' Pheideir), 8 Coll.
No. 24: Donnie Macinnes (Donnie Gazette) and Cathy, 39 Gress.
No. 26: John Angus Morrison (Jam) and Peggy (nighean Angie a' Lally), 3 Lighthill.
No. 28: Hugh Maciver (Hoogary), 37 Vatisker, and his sister Murdina (Murdense).
No. 30: Glenn Paterson and her daughter Ros. They later moved to Bernera.
No. 32: Calum (Drogaidh) and Sara Macleod, from Ness. 
No. 34: John Murdo MacAulay (John Murdo Mhurds), 19 Coll, and Mary, North Uist.
No. 36: Donald MacDonald (Dodigan), 9 Coll, and Margaret (nighean Iain Dàrraidh), 42 Coll.
No. 37: Angus Murray (Aonghas Bàn), Ness, and Chrissie (nighean Thonaisidh), North Tolsta.
No. 38: Donald Murray (Domhnall Phòisein), 7 Upper Coll, and Peggy, 16 Upper Coll.
No. 39: Peggy Mackay (Peigi a' Phlangaich), 4 Vatisker.

No. 40: Donald Murray (mac Dhòmhnaill Giomanaich), North Tolsta and Joan, Stornoway.

Vatisker Park:
The Early Years

Oisean a' Chòcaire
Inspired by an American recipe, the measurements for this autumnal 
loaf are in cups. If you can’t find tinned pumpkin locally, it is easily 
found online.

Ingredients

 1.5 cups plain flour
 1 tsp bicarbonate of soda
 1 tsp ground nutmeg
 1 tsp ground cinnamon
 1 tsp ground cloves
 1/2 tsp baking powder
 ½ tsp salt
 4 large eggs
 1 cup caster sugar
 ¼ cup light brown sugar
 ½ tsp vanilla extract
 ¾ tin canned pumpkin puree
 ¾ cup vegetable oil
 Pumpkin seeds to decorate

Method

1. Preheat your oven to 165C. Grease and line a 2lb loaf tin.

2. Sieve together the flour, bicarbonate of soda, nutmeg, cin-
namon, cloves, baking powder and salt into a large bowl.

3. In a separate, large bowl beat the eggs, both sugars and 
the vanilla extract with an electric mixer until combined. 
Beat in the pumpkin puree and the oil. Add the flour mix-
ture and mix together until smooth.

4. Pour the batter into the loaf tin and sprinkle a handful of 
pumpkin seeds on top.

5.Bake for about 70 mins. Check at about 60 mins. The top 
should be dark brown and a skewer inserted into the centre 
of it should come out clean when it’s done. 

6. Cool in the tin for 30 mins before turning out onto a wire 
rack to cool completely.

Pumpkin Loaf
Photo credit: 

https://thecafesucrefarine.com
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The Scottish Fire and Rescue Service are 
proud to support the Eilean Siar Foodbank 

Project. We have established drop off facilities 
at the following Community Fire Stations.

Ness Community Fire Station
Shawbost Community Fire Station

Great Bernera Community Fire Station
Valtos Community Fire Station

Stornoway Community Fire Station
South Lochs Community Fire Station

Tarbert Community Fire Station

All donations welcome

A pet Emden goose that was hatched and 
raised by the Smith family in Aird Tong during 
lockdown had to be put down recently after 
falling victim to a dog attack. The goose, which 
was one half of a pair, was found on the evening 
of 21 September mauled on their lawn, where 
it lived. While still alive when they found it 
and rushed to the vet, the male goose had to be 
put to sleep as the injuries it sustained were so 

severe. While 
there were no 
eye witnesses, 
the vet was 
confident the goose had been attacked by a large dog. 

The geese were much loved family members, having been reared by hand by the 
whole family over the summer, and should have been safe in their garden. Geese 
mate for life and the subsequent days brought much sadness to the surviving 
female. Eleanor Smith said, ‘They were so loved and brought us so much joy. This 
was totally avoidable and we are completely gutted’. 

This story reinforces the message that dogs should be on leads at all times when 
not in their own garden or home, and that it is not just sheep worrying we should 
be concerned about. Any dog found worrying or attacking livestock can be put 
down and the owner issued with a hefty fine. 

If anyone has any information on this incident, please contact the Smiths or the police.

Beloved Goose Lost

Vatisker Park resident, Robbie Bell (no. 23), is making 
a remarkable recovery after a serious bike accident this 
summer, which left him paralysed from the neck down. His 
unique rehabilitation programme at the Queen Elizabeth 
University Hospital in Glasgow has resulted in him regaining 
feeling in his limbs.  And what has been the key to his 
recovery? His love of fishing! In less than six weeks he has 
gone from not being able to move anything below the neck 
to being able to walk out of hospital and return home. A big 
factor in this incredible result has been practising his casting 
off with a fishing rod in the hospital grounds. 

After falling off his bike six weeks ago, Robbie was 
diagnosed with incomplete tetraplegia, which resulted in 
partial paralysis and loss of sensation of his limbs and torso. 
However, with help from the team at the National Spinal 
Injuries Unit and a donated fishing rod, he is now able to 
move around with the help of a walking frame, and is looking 

forward to getting back to fishing before the end of 
the season.

Local Fisherman on the Mend
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MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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(1) 1807 Arrowsmith

The oldest map showing Tong is that produced by Aaron Arrowsmith in 1807. This 
was part of a map of the Highlands and Islands produced for the Commissioners of 
Highland Roads and Bridges. As can be seen there are no roads shown on it in the 
vicinity of Tongue; no roads appear at all on Lewis, the nearest road shown on the 
map reaching no nearer than Uig on Skye. There is no detail of what the village looked 
like, merely its location marked with an anglicised spelling beside the circle.

(2) 1850s OS 1 inch to 1 mile

It can clearly be seen on this 
map that there are two distinct 
settlements, Druim Beag (now 

Tong) and Aird Thunga (Aird Tong). Both have considerably fewer houses than 
today; those in Aird Tong are all on the north-west side of the road, while in 
Tong the road, or more probably a track, seems to peter out before the end of the 
buildings. There is a manse at Tong, but no mention of the farm, which would 
have been in existence at that time. Aird Tong appears to be virtually isolated; 
there is no road linking the two townships, and the track leading north from Aird 
is shown on a contemporary map as going nowhere.

(3) 1898 OS 6 inches to 1 mile

The two villages now resemble pretty much their present basic pattern. Tong 
Farm has replaced the manse, the school is in its present location (although not 
the same building), and there are a few more houses. There is now a road linking 
Tong with Aird, which has also gained in houses. There is now a road leading 
north-west from Aird, with houses on the north side of it. These do not exist 
today. At the northern end of Aird Tong several new houses are shown; these 
are still there today. The croft boundaries are shown, again as they exist at the 
present day.

(4) 1920s OS 1 inch to 1 mile
This map shows less detail, 
being of a smaller scale, but it 

shows some fairly major changes that have taken place. The road joining the two 
villages has been altered. Where it bends, it has been moved further north, leaving 
a line of buildings now away from the road. This can be clearly seen today. Does 
anyone know the reason for this change?

The road from Aird Tong has now been linked to the main road, where Milking 
Hill is today. At the north end of this village can be seen some paths and tracks, 
some of which are still there today. At Tong the post office is indicated (P), while 
the roads leading off beside the school are in rudimentary form.

(5) 1965, OS 25 inch to 1 mile
This shows the two villages as they were 55 years ago. At Tong, the houses 
at Ford Terrace have been built, and there are some houses along the main 
road toward Stornoway. There are now buildings at Tong Allotments. The 
Recreation Centre has not yet been built.

At Aird Tong more houses have been built, for example on the road leading 
up to Milking Hill, the name of which now appears on the map. At the north-
east end of the village, there is still no loop road. There is an individual house 
with the name Springside, now used to describe the houses along the road to 
Gearraidh Ghuirm, and the pattern of roads that are there today can be seen 
as tracks. The through road to Ghearraidh Ghuirm was still a track.

If you take a look at the present-day map of the two townships you can still see the basic pattern that existed over 180 years ago but 
which has gradually grown through time. There are now houses along both sides of Tong Road and also at Clachan Biorach and 
Milking Hill. Aird Tong now has new houses and the circle at its north-east end, and at Springside, and, of course, you can now 
continue along that road to Gearraidh Ghuirm.

I wonder what changes will appear on a map published in the year 2050? 

The townships of Tong and Aird Tong are often thought of, wrongly, as being one village. As well as describing the 
development of the villages, this article by Colin Tucker will show how, although there is no physical division today, the two 
places grew up separately.

Tong Geography Over the Years

(1)(1)

(2)(2)

(3)(3) (4)(4)

(5)(5)
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Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office

20 Kenneth Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2DR

Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767

Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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 Tong Youth Club 
2005. There were a 
lot of werewolves 
prowling around the 
village that year! But 
who were they when 
there wasn't a full 
moon?

 Halloween Upper Coll, 1980s. Who could 
they be?

As it doesn’t seem likely we will 
be having many Halloween parties 
this year, we thought it would 
be fun to look back at some of the 
terribly horrifying parties you’ve 
had in years gone by. Some we 
know, some we don’t. Who do you 
recognise? Answers on a postcard 
please! (Or email preferably!)

 Croileagan a' Bhac 2005

 The Addams Family. But who are they really...?

Halloween 
Horror Hall of 

Fame

Coll and Vatisker 2012: Children from Outend Coll and Vatisker 
had a party after going door to door to collect money. They 
 donated £50 to the Back War Memorial Committee.
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Passed Second Mate
After serving three years as second mate on an ocean-going 
ship, John, the eldest son of Mr and Mrs John Muray, Lighthill, 
Vatisker, better known as ‘Iain an Help’, has now passed his 
examinations for a 1st Mate Certificate. John, who is not yet 30 
years old, is to be congratulated upon his achievement and his 
many friends are pleased with his success.

Qualified as Doctors
Donald Roderick Murray, only son of Mr Angus Murray and 
the late Mrs Murray, 21 Back, graduated in medicine at the 
University of Aberdeen at a recent ceremony. 

At the beginning of the war Donald volunteered for service with 
the Royal Navy and spent a considerable period in West Africa 
and elsewhere. On demobilisation he resumed his studies at 
the university. Keenly interested in Gaelic affairs, Dr Murray 
was President of the Celtic Society of the University last ses-
sion when the society had a most successful year. He was also 
one of the principal speakers in a Celtic Society debate which 
was broadcast about two years ago. Dr Murray’s other hobby 
is marine biology—particularly the migratory habits of salmon. 

Another medical graduate with strong Lewis connections is Hugh 
MacPhail, son of Dr Norman Macphail, formerly of Sheffield. 
Hugh is also an ex-Serviceman. He was a Flight Lieutenant in 
the RAF during the war. 

Both these young doctors have received appointments as resident 

physicians in the Royal Infirmary—posts which are much sought 
after by newly qualified doctors.

TONG
Mr Donald Macleod, Dunoon
The village was saddened last Thursday when it became known 
that Mr Donald Macleod, Dunoon, had passed away. Born and 
brought up in Aird Tong, he spent most of his working life, very 
successfully, as a merchant in Dunoon. 

While diligent and active in his temporal capacity, this did not 
detract from his very active influence in spiritual affairs. He was 
well known and highly respected in Free Church circles and, 
being the whole-hearted Christian that he was, in other quarters 
as well. No wonder! To know him was to love him. His heart 
was generous and his mind was stored with much wisdom. His 
many unobtrusive acts of kindness will not be forgotten by the 
recipients but, outstanding among them—for this community 
at least—was his generous gift last year to The Tong Mission 
House, when Mr Macleod fully provided for the installation of 
electric light in the building. A fitting gift, symbolic, and a lasting 
memorial to one who had the Lord’s cause at heart.

We are indeed saddened by his passing although this is but one more 
call to those who carry the burdens and enjoy the privileges of Zion 
to intensify their efforts for today ‘A prince has fallen in Israel’.

To his widow who nursed him devotedly in his last illness, his only 
son and other relatives, we extend our heartfelt sympa-
thy, commending them to the care of the Great Physician 
whose balm alone can soothe and comfort broken hearts.

Back in Time October 1950

The time has now come to end the Larder box scheme 
and the boxes will be moved from their current loca-
tions at the end of September. The Community Council 
hope that people have been able to make use of this 
scheme and that it may have helped in some small way 
during the challenging times we have been facing. The 
Community Council helpline will remain open until 7 
October. If anyone feels they could still use some help 
with basic foodstuffs, please call to arrange assistance. 
The phone number is 07379684131. 

During lockdown Back Community Council has con-
tinued to meet virtually, but we are all new to this and 
so far have not tried to make these meetings available 
to the community as a whole. For our next meeting, in 
October, we plan to make our meeting public. We will 
publish details of how to join this Zoom meeting closer 
to the meeting date on local Facebook pages, LATN, 
Back FRC etc. The meeting will take place on Tuesday 
20 October at 7pm and all are welcome to join in.

Ideally, we would like to have face-to-face meetings, 
but obviously this is not possible at present and, 
unfortunately, virtual meetings are the best we can do. 
Anyone who does not have online access but wants the 
Community Council to look at an issue can also leave 
a message on the above phone number and someone 
will call them back.

Back Community Council 
- October 2020
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 Mairi 
(Inag) 
Macleod 
(Coll) and 
Dodo 
Sheodhain 
(Back) at 
Govan 
Mod 1990

Diane Tharmod Spagan, Mina Dholan Gubil,  
Christina, nighean Inag, Mairi Monty and Catriona 

Chalum an' Adhar at Govan Mod 1990

 Old Friends

First on the left is 
Chrissie Maclean 
(bean Giggs; 39 
Upper Coll), 
middle (in the 
red pinny) is 
Seonag Aonghas 
Dhomnaill; 
second from 
right is Dollag 
a’ 'Phlangaich; 
furthest right is 
Ishbal Macrae 
(bean Scotch). 
The lady second 
from the left is 
unknown and 
believed to be a 
visitor from away. 

 Uilleam a' Chocerain and his 
sister Mary Ann. In front are Iain 

Mackenzie (19 Vatisker) and Eric 

Stewart (18 Vatisker), and Eric’s 
first cousin Alison Ann Macleod 

from Tong.

This photo was taken about 15  
years ago at the launch of a book 

of plays written by the late Donnie 
Maclean (Donnie Mhochain), Coll, 
who did much for amateur drama 

on the island. 

Back row L–R: Angus Macdonald 
(Ramsay), Iain Maclean, Lynn 

Maclean, Kenny Maciver, Marianne 
Maclean (Donnie and Lynn’s 

daughter), Allan Maclean (Donnie 
and Lynn’s son), Tom Maciver.

Front row L–R: Kitty, Alex and 
Chrissie (Donnie's sisters and 

brother).
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S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts, Tours

Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams  ●  Spectacles  ●  Contact Lenses
6 North Beach, Stornoway                 700808
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They are done, however, and we 
have enough to last us until New 
Year at least. 

No need for a ‘slochd’, however. 
A slochd was formed by digging 
a shallow circular hole in the 
ground, putting some straw on 
the bottom, filling it with pota-
toes, some more straw, and cov-
ered in a pyramid shape with 
earth and the ‘ceip’ cut to make the 
hole in the ground. The potatoes 
were kept there and taken out as 
needed. 

These were in the days when we 
had so many potatoes we had 
no room for them in the ‘ciste’ inside. These were also the days when we worked 
together as neighbours, planting and lifting the potatoes. So the potatoes were a 
success. The attempts at vegetables less so. The carrots are strange in shape but 
pleasant to the taste. The leeks very slow, the beetroot poor, the cabbage small. So, 
next year it will be the vegetable challenge and re-finding the cultivating knowl-
edge of days before the Co-op and Tesco.

I have never been successful with apple trees. I have tried a few times, but I won-
der if that is about to change. I have counted 18 apples on one tree, and one each 
on another two. I will have at least one apple crumble out of it. I am encouraged as 
I remember the late green-fingered Alasdair Duncan having had the same difficul-
ties. I remember going to visit him one time and he triumphantly held this small 
apple in his hand. The next year there were a few more and then the following 
there was a bumper crop. 

Maybe my luck is about to turn. 

It has been a strange, difficult year. For many of us we have had time to do things 
we hadn’t done for years and to get acquainted with our environment in a way 
we had maybe forgotten. 

I can’t remember Traigh Chuil with so little sand. I hope it returns.

By now the harvest would be in. The hay would 
have been gathered and in large ‘gocs’ and the 
corn would be in the ‘iodhlain’ in ‘toran’, ready to 
be used as required during the winter. For most 
of us this is now part of history and part of a 
communal lifestyle that has gone. 

A cow, maybe 20 sheep and shelter for them 
in the bàthach during the harsh weather, with 
enough food in the sabhal for them, grown and 
harvested by our own hands, and a hired tractor 
for the ploughing, harrowing and the harvest-
ing. The tractor had taken over from the horse of 
previous generations.

Life on the croft meant we needed very little 
money. Most of us had very little money. 

I try and keep my croft in good condition, by 
having it grazed and the grass cut every year. 
This year, however, has had its unusual chal-
lenges, one of which was how to profitably pass 
the time. 

The answer: the croft. Courtesy of Willie Mutch 
and tractor, crann, cliath and rotovator, I had once 
again got a sizeable patch of ground waiting for 
something to be done to it. 

Once upon a time it was our own ‘sìol chur’. 
Small potatoes saved from the previous year’s 
crop, mostly ‘buntata geal’, but also a few ‘bun-
tata dubh’. Nowadays, we buy them. I had Duke 
of Yorks. Kerr’s Pinks, Sharps Express, Golden 
Wonder and ones I had never heard of before, 
Wilja, and very good they were, too. I often won-
der what variety the ‘buntata dubh’ were.

I had forgotten the stiffness of the back after a 
short while with the ‘gràp’ and the need to ensure 
the potatoes were dried properly before storing. 

Coinneach aig BaileCoinneach aig Baile

In In the Old Photo of the Free Church College group 1919–20, published on p.25 of the September 2020 issue, the order of 
names in the front row should have read: L–R:  Malcolm Campbell Ramsey; Professor John Kennedy Cameron; Professor 
William Menzies Alexander; Rev. Principal James Duff MacCulloch; Professor Robert Moore; Professor John Robertson 

Mackay; R.C. Bell, Elocution.

Correction

Subs Bench for Adam

On 12 September, Adam Mackinnon (10a Hillhead, Tong) 
was among the substitutes (no. 47) for Ross County, who 
were playing Celtic in the Scottish Premierships. The home 
team held Celtic to a 0–0 draw. In what looks likely to be a 
regular occurrence, Adam was on the subs bench again on 
19 September in Ross County's 0-1 win over St Johnstone.

Eleanor Speaks Out About Sexism in Football

Partick Thistle WFC player Eleanor Smith (Aird Tong) 
has spoken out online about sexism in women’s football. 
Responding to comments she saw about Tottenham 
Hotspur’s recent signing of Alex Morgan, one of the top 
female players in the world, Eleanor expressed dismay 
about the disrespectful comments made on the internet. 
She said, ‘I want to highlight the misogynistic attitudes 
men (and some women) have towards women’s football.

‘As a young girl and playing with young boys, I was and 
could be just as good as them before they started getting 
bigger and stronger and too difficult to compete against 
physically. I definitely match(ed) them mentally. We can 
appreciate elite men’s football is bigger, stronger and more 
fast paced and so to the majority most games are more 
exciting, even for me. 

‘But it shouldn’t invalidate women and women’s football. 
The style of play may never be totally comparable, but if 
women’s football hadn’t been disallowed for hundreds of 
years, never encouraged and even banned from the 1920s 
to the 1960s, maybe we’d be better today. 

‘Women’s football is good. It is immensely hard working and 
determined to prove its worth. Once more girls can dream 
about being “a professional football player”, like every boy 
in my class did. We’ll see the game and the athletes get 
better. It will continue to improve. So watch this space.’
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Material for publication in the NOVEMBER issue of Loch a 
Tuath News must be in before MONDAY 19 OCTOBER 2020

Lady from 53 Upper Coll lives with  
the Macdonald family

 Lily the cat 
(Upper Coll) 
enjoying the sun

Pet 
Corner

Here is Seumas 

the 1-year-old 

Patterdale Terrier 

who lives with Penny 

and the Sobuls in 

Upper Coll

Penny the 11-year- 

old  Whippet lives 

with the Sobuls in 

Upper Coll; she sure 

knows how to strike 
a pose!

Not one but four ex-Tong Primary School 
pupils were elected as prefects at the 
Nicolson Institute for session 2020–21. 

L–R: Eilidh Ferguson, Krysta Bray, Sophie 
Graham, Tori MacKinnon.

Two local lads have come 
up trumps in recent weeks, 
both winning top-of-the-
range cars. First, Craig 
Macleod (10 Gress, pictured 
right) won a Jaguar XE 
S after buying two raffle 
tickets from Dreamer Giveaways, located outside Birmingham. They 
delivered the car to Ullapool, where Craig was able to pick it up. 

After purchasing a 
ticket to be in with 
a chance of winning 
a Ford Focus MK 2 
RS, Innes Mackay (27 
Upper Coll, pictured 
left) was stunned to 
get the news that 
he was the lucky 
winner! As you can 
see in the photo, 
Innes isn’t the only 
one delighted with 
the prize. Enjoy your 
new rides boys! 

 Lewis from South London enjoying 
his holidays while staying in Gress 
with granny Donalda

Winning 
Streak

Perfect 
Prefects


