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By post: 10c Upper Coll, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LT 
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We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. they are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal maclean, 
42b Coll, back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 

Fàilte
Welcome to the September issue of Loch 
a Tuath News. We have all enjoyed a sum-
mer of much beautiful weather, particularly 
in July when temperatures reached the 
highest recorded for that month. Holiday 
and outdoor leisure activities have been 
enjoyed, crofting and gardening work has 
been undertaken in excellent conditions 
and many tourists have enjoyed all the 
island has to offer. It is always such a relief 
to show holiday makers the sights of Lewis 
when the sun is shining.

However, the rain and wind on the week-
end of 10th August wreaked havoc on 
many carefully tended gardens, as can be 
read in Anns a’ Ghàrradh, and water levels 
were extremely high as you can see in the 
photos of Gress river on the back page.

viewers at home and abroad were 
transfixed with the spectacle of the 
Commmonwealth Games 2014 in Glasgow 
in July, again in extreme heat but also tor-
rential rain and cooler temperatures. You 
can get the full favour of the Games when 
reading Cloudy’s account of his memora-
ble experience being a Clydesider.

nearer home, 175 walkers walked from 
dusk to dawn for the Leanne Fund and 
we have some personal accounts of the 
walk. perhaps you will be inspired by 
these walkers and sign up for the 5k run/
walk for macmillan in back this month, 
the details of which are in the magazine. 
read all about the first salmon of the 
season on the Gress river and perhaps 

someone else will be lucky at the Angling 
Association Open Day!

Going back in time, we have a fascinating 
account of teaghlach Aonghais Duinn and 
there are also some other great old pho-
tos. In common with communities all over 
britain, the outbreak of the First World War 
was commemorated with a moving service 
in back Free Church.

In addition to that, As na Bailtean is jam 
packed with news of the last two months 
and all our other usual features await you 
also.

the community was saddened to hear of 
the death of Aneas maclean, in August. 
Aneas was one of the founder members 
of Loch a Tuath News, and his I.t skills in 
particular, were a great help in the produc-
tion of the magazine in the early days. Our 
deepest sympathy goes to Ciorstag Anne, 
ruaraidh, Diana and all the family.

best wishes go to miss Johanna 
mackenzie, vatisker, on her appointment 
as Head teacher to tong School. We 
also send our good wishes for a long 
and happy retirement to mrs Dorothy 
Kennedy, vatisker, on her retirement as 
Head teacher of tong School.

Finally, since September 2008 the price of 
Loch a Tuath News has remained static. 
However, in common with many other 
publications, running costs have increased 
and   regrettably the magazine will cost 
£2 from October 2014. We hope you still 
think this is value for money. Subscription 
charges will go up accordingly at that time.

Anna Tucker

Front cover: Cloudy and his niece Sarah 
Inglis-Grant standing beside Clyde at 
the entrance of Glasgow Green.
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As NA 
BAilteAN

and mary Anne mackinnon, School 
road, back and for Andy and Ina 
Smith, South bragar. Lilia and 
elise macdonald, Upper Coll, were 
delighted with their new cousin, 
before welcoming their own wee 
brother who was born in August! 

Graduation
Alexander Wood graduated from the 
University of edinburgh with an mA 
(Hons) Degree in History.  Alexander 
is the son of Gary and Katie Wood, 
Sithean, 66 back.

Alexander Wood

Coll
Bereavement 
Our thoughts are with Ciorstag 
Anne, her son ruaraidh, daugh-
ter Diana and their families on the 
death of a husband and father, 
Aneas maclean, at his home 6a 
Coll. Aneas passed away on the 
8th of August 2014.  Aneas was 
very much involved in the produc-
tion of our paper the Loch a tuath 
news in its early days. to all his 
relatives, friends and neighbours we 
also extend our sympathy.

Our sympathy also goes to Annie 
macritchie (Anna Dhòmhnaill bran) 
and her family in Detroit on the 
sudden death of her son George at 
the age of 54 years, on the morn-
ing of the 2nd of July, at his work. 
His mother was on holiday in the 
family home in morrison Avenue, 
Stornoway, when the news came. 
George spent the last twelve years 

BACk/VAtisker
Wedding Congratulations

Garry and Leanne

Congratulations to Garry macleod 
and Leanne thomson who were 
married in the Loch ness Country 
House Hotel, Inverness on Saturday 
21st June. the service was con-
ducted by rev David meredith, who 
is well known to the back commu-
nity. His son Steven was Garry’s 
best man.

Garry is the son of Shirley (grand-
daughter of the late ‘John the 
barber’ of Stornoway) and Alex neil 
macleod (Lexy), and his grandpar-
ents are Donald and violet macleod 
who live at 22 broadbay view, back. 

the happy couple will make their 
home in Inverness. 

New Baby

evan mackinnon Smith was born 
at Aberdeen maternity Hospital on 
may 9th to martin and maureen 
Smith. evan is a grandson for Ian 

with Annie, loving and caring for 
her in many ways and now leaving 
a big void in her life. George’s sis-
ters Christine and Sandra and his 
brother norman and their families, 
also friends and neighbours and all 
other relatives, are in our thoughts 
at this sad and difficult time.

Four Generations
Catherine macleod of 62 Coll was 
delighted that her oldest daughter, 
mairi, was able to visit Lewis in July 
with her two daughters and four 
grandchildren, as part of mairi’s 60th 
birthday celebrations. It was very 
special to have four generations 
together.

Back: Mairi (junior), Catherine, Mairi (with 
Isla) and Catherine’s sister, Ishbel.
Front: Cameron, Alasdair and Ruth (with 
her child Sonny)

Ruby Anniversary
On the 21st of June 2014 Alex 
John and Sìne macleod (Sine a 
Lasgain), 17 Coll celebrated their 
ruby Wedding Anniversary. Forty 
long years since you tied the knot. 
may you celebrate many more 
happy years together.

On Holiday
It was lovely to see Catriona thin-
Smith home in Lewis for a few days, 
all the way from Australia. Catriona 
and her family lived in Coll until they 
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went back to her native Australia 
in 1993. She visited as many old 
friends as she could in the couple of 
days here, to all those she couldn’t 
visit she sends all her love.

Wedding 
Congratulations to Alan mackay 
(mac murdo Allan and erica), 31 
Coll, and nikki who married on the 
15th of August 2014 in Stornoway. 
We wish you both all the best for 
your future as husband and wife.

New Driver 
Congratulations to emily Currie 
(Alice and Jim), Dunamhaic, 42b 
Coll, on passing her driving test. 
Well done, emily, and remember 
safe driving!

New Twins
Congratulations to murdo (peteran) 
and mary macleod, 11 Coll, and Ian 
and marion France, on becoming 
the proud grandparents of twins. 
Our very best wishes go to murdo 
and mary’s son neil and his wife 
Lindsay, on the birth of their twin son 
and daughter, Aiden and Abbie, who 
were born on 17 June 2014.

psalm 127 v 3

(Photograph taken by Catriona 
Stewart, Blue Door Photography)

We are sure Granny and Shen are 
looking forward to the babysitting!

Moving
We wish Aileen and Willie Whytock 
and family all the best as they pre-
pare to leave the island for Glasgow. 
We do hope they have many healthy 
happy years in your new home. We 
are sure they will miss Coll where 
they brought up their family at no. 
55. 

Gress

Sympathy

Our sympathy goes to the family of 
the late Chrissie Slater, the last sur-
viving member of the beag family of 
38 Gress. Chrissie passed away on 
20th July. We think of her daughter 
margaret and family, and her other 
grandchildren.

We also extend our sympathy to the 
family of the late Aneas macLean, 
6 Coll, who passed away on 8th 
August. Although brought up in 
edinburgh, we all knew Aneas 
very well in the village. We think of 
Ciorstag Ann, Diana, ruaraidh, the 
grandchildren and the rest of the 
extended family.

Get Well

A get well message goes to morag 
(Swannie) macDonald who is home 
from hospital and recovering from 
her operation. She is getting strong-
er every day, well done morag. 

Congratulations

belated congratulations to ellie 
macDonald daughter of D.A. and 
margaret who, on her first appear-
ance at the mod, won a 1st for solo 
singing. Well done ellie.

Calum macLennan, 14 Gress, was 
Dux of Sgoil a’  bhac this year. We 
wish him all the best as he starts in 
the nicolson.

Congratulation to Laura macLennan 
(daughter of Catriona and David, 
22 Gress), who has completed her 
nursing degree and will start her new 
job in the A & e Department of the 
Carlisle Hospital in September.

Best Wishes

Our best wishes go to mark macLeod, 
the son of Willie and Cathie tohan  
Glenesk, 34 Gress. mark will shortly 
be starting his Divinity Studies in 
edinburgh. Our thoughts and prayers 
are with mark, eilidh and Seumas as 
mark starts his three years of study.

Our very good wishes also go to 
Craig macLeod, 11 Gress, who has 

a cadetship with SStG and is leav-
ing to go to the maritime College 
in Glasgow. Craig, who has won 
many medals with his accordion, 
will be missed as he has on many 
occasions played at weddings and 
dances.

Jordan macDonald (mac martin and 
morag Swannie) is going to the local 
college to do an access course for the 
merchant navy. He will be joined in 
college by robert macLennan (mac 
Catriona and David, no. 22), who 
will be studying HnD engineering 
Systems.

Home on Holiday
Home on holiday recently at Upper 
Coll were Donald and Ann Stewart 
(Dòmhnall neil John), formerly of 
16 Gress. Donald and Ann are now 
living in Inverness. Donald enjoys 
reminiscing over his younger days 
in Gress, and visiting all his cous-
ins. He was exceptionally pleased 
to spend an evening with his class 
mate in Gress, Dòmhnall bhobsie. 
Donald and Ann celebrated their 
Diamond Wedding in August. We 
wish them many more happy years 
together.

Once again new Zealanders came 
to visit their Aunt Janet at no. 9 
Gress. they are the family of the 
late Iain Alex Alasdair bhig. Alasdair, 
Iain, his wife phyllis and their sis-
ter Catherine who visited last year, 
enjoyed their stay and meeting rela-
tions and seeing their aunt in point. 
they made special mention of the 
village party on the machair which 
they attended with the rest of the 
village, and said how much they 
enjoyed it. 

Birthday Greetings
A belated birthday greeting to 
Oighrig prem, who was eighty five 
on 1st August and is in good health.  
Oighrig can still be seen on her daily 
walk from the back area. Well done 
Oighrig, and many more of them.

Marquee on the Machair
It was good once again to see 
‘Lemon’s marquee’ on the machair. 
the feedback is that the bbQ, quad 
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riding, music and of course refresh-
ments was enjoyed by both young 
and old alike. thanks to everyone 
who helped in organising such a 
worthwhile evening. We hope this 
will once again become a yearly 
event.

New to School
Samuel maclennan, the son of Iain 
and Catherine and grandson of mary 
and the late mardo macLennan, and 
Abbey Ferguson (daughter of Stuart 
and Jill, and granddaughter of Ivor 
and valerie) have started school this 
summer. Samuel already has an 
eye for a place in the back Football 
team!

toNG
Graduation
paul macdonald, son of the late Ina 
and Donald (poggy), graduated in 
July at the University of Aberdeen 
with a phd in marine ecology.  paul’s 
route to his doctorate was not a 
usual one, as he told us. 

Dr. Paul Macdonald

‘I did the phd while working in my 
current job at nAFC marine Centre 
in Shetland.  my phd was a study 
into the biology and ecology of the 
commercially important flat fish spe-
cies megrim. 

my family moved to Shetland from 
Aberdeen in 2005 when I took up a 
research role at nAFC. I am currently 
employed as the Fisheries research 
manager at the Centre. my role 
involves managing and directing the 
work of research and technical staff. 
We undertake a variety of research 
projects and routine sampling on 

various fish and shellfish species 
around Shetland. the Shetland Isles 
are in the unique position of having 
a dedicated research centre that 
can focus on providing research 
and advice on the issues direct-
ly affecting the local industry. this 
helps the local fishing industry take 
a proactive approach to assist in the 
management of this important indus-
try, which was worth £91 million to 
Shetland in 2012.

Having come from a fishing back-
ground myself, I enjoy the opportu-
nity of being involved in the fishing 
industry and undertaking fisheries-
related research. my mother always 
encouraged me to improve my edu-
cation and I’m grateful to both her 
and my father for their encourage-
ment and support. I left school at 
16 and went to the fishing with my 
father. After a few years I felt I wanted 
to improve my education so I looked 
into the possibility of doing a degree 
in marine biology. Unfortunately I 
didn’t have the necessary qualifica-
tions and needed to do some access 
courses in biology and chemistry. As 
these were distance learning cours-
es, I didn’t have a facility to under-
take the necessary practical work. I 
approached my old head teachers at 
Lews Castle School, mr mackenzie 
and mr mcleay, and they allowed me 
to use the facilities for my practical 
work. If it hadn’t been for their kind-
ness I would not have been able to 
get the grades to get into Uni.’ 

We congratulate paul on his remark-
able achievement.

Twins ‘Lurachan’
One year old identical twins emma 
and Holly are pictured in the arms of 
their great aunts Annie and peggy, 
identical twins too! Also pictured 
are great aunt Katie Ann (left) and 
her identical twin mary Joan, who is 
emma and Holly’s grandmother. 

mary Joan, her sisters and broth-
er Alasdair were brought up at 9 
milking Hill.

Dance Success
Congratulations to Grace macleod, 
daughter of Chrisanne and neil 
Angus macleod, 56 Aird tong. Grace 
is granddaughter of Annie mary and 
murdo macDonald (Soda), 15b Aird 
tong and Chrissie and the late neil 
macleod (Spread), 14 Coll.

Grace Macleod

Grace, aged nine, took part in 
the Hebridean Celtic Festival 
Choreography Competition. She 
had to come up with an idea for 
a Highland Dancing routine, which 
was “fine-tuned” by her Highland 
dancing teacher, Lynn maclean. 
Grace danced to Donald, Where’s 
Your Trouser? dancing against girls 
as old as sixteen. She was surprised 
and delighted to be placed third.

Condolences
the sincere sympathy of the whole 
community is extended to the family 
of the late James Angus macIver, 
affectionately known as Jimmy Iain 
Sheumais, husband of the late 
Cathie maggie, 16 tong. Jimmy’s 
own family home was at 39 Aird 
tong. We especially remember his 
daughter tina and her family and 
Iain and his family, along with the 
extended family at this very sad 
time.

Home from Hospital
We are pleased to hear that Angus 
murray (Stello), 1 morrison Square 
is recovering well following major 
surgery in raigmore Hospital, 
Inverness. We trust that he will make 
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a complete recovery and we extend 
our best wishes to himself, and to 
his family, who have had a very wor-
rying time over the past few weeks.

We are also glad to hear that Alice 
mackay, 28 Aird tong is recovering 
at home following surgery in the 
Western Isles hospital. We hope that 
she makes a complete recovery and 
that it won’t be long till she is back to 
her usual routine.

New Head Teacher  
We would like to congratulate 
Johanna mackenzie from vatisker, 
who has been appointed the new 
Head teacher of tong School. It is 
so good to see another girl from the 
district filling this post and we wish 
her every success in her new posi-
tion at tong School.

Churchill’s New Ferrari
Churchill, Aird tong, failed his lawn 
test twice but was given his licence 
on appeal! Happy mowing!

New Minister
the community of tong wish to con-
gratulate reverend murdo Campbell 
and his wife Alison on his induction 
to barvas Free Church on Friday 
22nd August. rev Campbell has 
very strong tong Connections. His 
father Angus is the son of the late 
mary Flora and Dolly John Campbell, 
16 b tong. His mother, barbara is 
the daughter of barbara and the 
late George macdonald who came 
from 14b tong. We wish murdo, 
Alison and their boys well as they 
embark on this joint ministry togeth-
er in barvas, and trust that they will 
be remembered prayerfully in the 

coming days.

Tong Shop/ Bùth Thunga
After about fifteen years the village 
has a shop again. the new own-
ers are Iain mackenzie and his son 
ewan. Apart from the usual grocer-
ies the shop has a seating area 
where one can enjoy coffee, tea or 
milkshakes with friends. The shop 
is open between 7.00 am and 
7.00pm, also between 7.00pm and 
8.30 pm on a Friday evening while 
the Youth Club is on. We wish Iain 
and ewan, who live in the village, 
every success in this new venture.

Upper Coll
Silver Wedding

Norman and Kathleen

many congratulations to norman and 
Kathleen maciver, 15 Upper Coll, 
who recently celebrated their Silver 
Wedding. the milestone was cele-
brated by going on a mediterranean 
Cruise in July. We wish norman and 
Kathleen many more happy and 
healthy years of married life.

Special Birthdays
We congratulate murdina mcmurdo 
(murdina Ghlen), 12a Upper Coll, 
on her 70th birthday! meall do naid-
heachd! We hope you have many 
more happy birthdays to come.

birthday wishes also go to murdina’s 
class mate, Annie mary maciver, 26 
Upper Coll, on reaching the same 
milestone. there were indeed four 
birthdays in July in the maciver 
household including neil’s 80th 
one. ( And of course his twin sister 
peggy’s birthday too!). Annie mary 

and neil’s family came home from 
Ireland and the family marked the 
special birthdays by going out for a 
celebratory meal. 

Our very best wishes go to all.

New Babies
Congratulations and best wishes go 
to Sean and Joanne macleod, on 
the birth of their daughter Anna Jane 
macleod, who was born on 16th 
June 2014. Anna is a granddaughter 
for Christina Stewart, Upper Coll 
and for Alice and the late Iain C. 
macdonald, Upper bayble, and a 
great granddaughter for Isabella and 
John Stewart (Ishbel bhorbair and 
Iain mhicdùgaill), 29 Upper Coll. 

Anna Jane

We are also delighted to congratu-
late David and Carol macdonald, 
Upper Coll on the birth of their son, 
Joel macKinnon macDonald, who 
was born on 3rd August 2014. Joel 
is a little brother for Lilia and elise, 
a fourth grandchild for Ian and mary 
Ann mackinnon, School road, back 
and a fifth grandchild for Annette 
and the late George macDonald, 
tolmie terrace, Stornoway.

Elise, Joel and Lilia

elise and Lilia are also delighted 
to have a new little cousin, evan, 
in Aberdeen. He is only thirteen 
weeks older than Joel! plenty fun for 
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grandparents Ian and mary Ann!

Vancouver Visitors
In July, mrs Agnes Stewart, bruinish, 
welcomed two sets of visitors from 
vancouver, both of whom were trac-
ing back their Coll roots.

First to arrive were margaret 
maciver and her granddaughter, 
Andrea. Andrea’s great grandpa was 
Kenneth maciver, 28 Coll.

A few days later, Wendy and Steve 
Ingham arrived. Wendy is the grand-
daughter of Annie macleod, 55 Coll, 
and neil macleod, 41 Coll.

this was a first visit for all to the 
island. Wendy later said “I feel like I 
gained a past, as I learned about my 
grandparents - a place in my mind 
that was blank before.”

New School Entrants
Four girls from Col Uarach have 
donned school uniforms for the first 
time. those who started their school 

careers on August 15 were Cara 
macritchie, Cerys maciver, maree 
martin and Amelia mackay.

Further on up the educational ladder, 
rhys macritchie, and Calum pousty 
have begun 1st year at the nicolson 
Institute and Daisy macdonald has 
left for Glasgow to begin an Art 
Course.

We wish them all well at the different 
stages of their education.

Wedding 
marni tucker and ronnie Wilkinson, 
edinburgh, were married on 5th 
July 2014 at St moluag’s Church, 
eoropie, followed by a reception 

at borve House Hotel. marni is the 
daughter of Colin and Anna tucker, 
10c Upper Coll. the couple have 
made their home in edinburgh and 
we send our best wishes for their 
future happiness as they begin their 
married life.

Literary Success

We are delighted to report that 
Cairistiona Stone (nighean moley) 
was shortlisted in the Donald meek 
Awards 2014 and reached the final 
six entrants for her book, As a 
bhùth’s an tac an teine. Christine’s 
book, due to be published late next 
year promises to have much of inter-
est to us in Col Uarach and the wider 
Loch a tuath area. For more details 
of Christine’s success see below.

Sympathy

We send mrs barbara macdonald, 
41 Upper Coll, our sympathy on 
the loss of her brother norman in 
Inverness.

The Donald Meek 2014 Award was highlighted to Christine 
Stone earlier this year and she was encouraged to enter 
some of her Gaelic work for it. There were seventeen 
entrants for the award and Christine was delighted to hear 
that her work had been short-listed to the final six.

Christine was then invited to attend the 
Edinburgh Book Festival on August 14th, 
delighted to have been short-listed, and 
for the opportunity to be a part of the 
afternoon event at the Party Pavilion. 

Christine told us, ‘It was lovely to 
meet up with folks from Comhairle nan 
Leabhraichean, as well as my other 
Gaelic colleagues and friends.  Due to 
the high volume of entrants, bòrd na 
Gàidhlig felt it fitting to add two further 
prizes to this Award and I was delighted 
to discover that I had been awarded one of those prizes.

(the main prize - the Donald meek 2014 prize was 
awarded to norma macLeod - and very well deserved too.

I won a new prize - ‘First book prize’ - awarded to an 
‘as yet unpublished’ author.  I was both honoured and 
humbled to receive this award, aware that my writing is 
primarily a gift from God. 

the third prize was one for a ‘highly commendable’ work 
and that was awarded to Alison Lang.)

there was plenty of time for readings, photographs and 
conversation and, all in all, it was a great afternoon.

my book, As a Bhùth’s an Tac an Teine due to be 
published late next year, is a collection of Oral Tradition, 

gathered from my own memories, from the stories 
repeatedly told within the post-office and in our 

home at number three over the years.

I have been blessed with a great memory 
and took a keen interest in these stories, 
jotting the bare bones down over dec-
ades so as not to forget them over the 
years.  now, the collection of forty sto-
ries will be available for Gaelic readers 
towards the end of next year.  

they are, with few exceptions, amusing, 
short tales as I heard or remembered 
them, and not only myself but others 

too who kindly gave me their stories.  I have to thank my 
Auntie Ishbel Freer in Inverness, my sister mary and my 
brother-in-law murdo in bunchrew, my brothers Kenny 
and Dodo for their stories, as well as others who were 
able to recall certain comical events.  naturally, being 
from the oral tradition, this means that the story you will 
read may differ from the story you know but, that is the 
essence of oral tradition... it isn’t set in one particular 
mould. In other words, these are recollections of oral tra-
dition as remembered by myself and those who gave me 
their stories.

Book Award - Cairistiona Stone

Cairistiona and Domhnall Meek
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From the Manse
Friendship

‘A friends loves at all times’ (proverbs 17:17).

Having commemorated the outbreak of the First World 
War at back in recent days, I came across a very mov-
ing account of friendship from the trenches.

A soldier in the trenches witnessed his friend in no 
man’s land stumble and fall in a hail of bullets.  He 
immediately said to his officer, ‘may I go, sir, and bring 
him in?’  but the officer refused.  ‘no one can live out 
there,’ he said.  ‘I should only lose you as well.’  

Disobeying the order, the man went to try to save his 
friend, for they had been close friends throughout the 
war.  Somehow he got his friend onto his shoulder and 
staggered back to the trenches, but he himself lay mor-
tally wounded and his friend was dead.  

the officer was angry.  ‘I told you not to go,’ he said.  
‘now I have lost both of you.  It was not worth it.’

With his dying breath the man said, ‘but it was worth it,’

‘Worth it!’ said the officer.  ‘How could it be?  Your friend 
is dead and you are mortally wounded.’

the young man shrank from reproach, but looking 
up into his officer’s face, he said. ‘It was worth it, sir, 
because when I got to him, he said ‘Jim, I knew you’d 
come.’

It was said by an observer that the friendship between 
the two World War One soldiers was not unlike the bond 
between David and Jonathan in the bible.  Just as ‘the 
soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David’ (1 Sam 
18:1), so Jim loved his friend as his own soul.  When 
their friendship was tested in adversity they reached 
out to one another and were inseparable in life and in 
death.

Friendship is a wonderful gift and is to be valued by us 
all.  the bible says ‘Greater love has no one than this, 
that someone lays down his life for his friends’ (John 
15:13).

the ultimate sacrifice of friendship is seen in the death 
of Jesus Christ.  ‘For one will scarcely die for a right-
eous person – though perhaps for a good person one 
would dare even to die – but God shows his love for 
us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us’ 
(romans 5:7-8).

George Washington once said, ‘true friendship is a 
plant of slow growth, and must undergo and withstand 
the shocks of adversity, before it is entitled to the appel-
lation.’

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the com-
munity to attend back Free Church of Scotland. Services 
in back and tong during September 2014 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 7 September
12 noon: rev Calum I macleod    (Gaelic)
6pm:  rev peter Grainger   (2timothy4 trust)

Sunday 14 September
10:30am: rev Calum I macleod
12 noon: rev Calum I macleod    (Gaelic)
6pm:  rev Alasdair I macleod 

Sunday 21 September
10:30am: rev Alasdair I macleod 
12 noon: mr Angus macdonald    (Gaelic)
6pm:  rev Calum I macleod 

Sunday 28 September
10:30am: rev Alasdair I macleod
12 noon: mr Iain mackinnon   (Gaelic)
6pm:  rev Alasdair I macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 7 September
10:30am: rev Alasdair I macleod 

Sunday 14 September
6pm:  mr neil murray  (Gaelic)

Sunday 21 September
12 noon: rev Calum I macleod

Sunday 28 September
6pm:  mr Iain mackinnon (Gaelic)

September Service Times 

Monthly Family Service
Tong Mission House

Every 3rd Sunday @ 12 Noon
 (With Crèche facilities)

***************
Sunday 21 September 2014

Preacher:  Rev. Calum I Macleod

Everyone Welcome
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Clydesider Cloudy
the day I had been looking forward to for months, 
Wednesday 23rd July finally arrived.  It was a beautiful 
day in Stornoway when martha drove me up to the airport 
and   I arrived in Glasgow an hour later to an equally 
sunny day. For the duration of the games I stayed with my 
niece Sarah and her husband ben in partick. Sarah is the 
daughter of my brother Willie and Cathie, Glenesk, Gress.  
We spent that evening, as I know tens of thousands of 
others did, watching the opening ceremony of the games.

Day 1 -  An early 5am start as my shift was starting at 
6am. At the station, nearly everyone on the platform 
was wearing Clydesider uniforms! I was based   at the 
emirates arena for the next ten days.  this arena is 
made up of the emirates Stadium on one side and the 
Sir Chris Hoy velodrome on the other, with a connecting 
plaza area between the two. On arrival at the arena, we 
had to go through a separate entry from the public and 
then go through security before going to our work area 
and finding out what role we were going to be doing for 
that day.  I was allocated to the area outside the arena 
on Dalmarnock road, meeting the public just before they 
went through security. I really enjoyed that first day.  As 
it was scorching hot we all needed to cover ourselves in 
sun cream which was just as well, as there was very little 
shade around, and the shift didn’t finish until 3.30pm.  

I met a lady from portree, Lorna, on my first shift. She 
ended up on a lot of my shifts, as did Donald from Stirling 
and Gary from Ayr. these were the three Clydesiders 
that I got to know best. I was only on duty for fifteen min-
utes when I met my first Leodhsach!  I heard her say to 
her friend “that guy there looks like my carpet man from 
Stornoway”.  I took off my sun glasses and went up to her 
and said she was correct.  What a welcome I got! 

When working outside venues someone had to speak 
on the megaphone to tell people to have their tickets 
and bags ready for security checking.  Donald did it in 
the morning, so I had to do it in the afternoon.  I had 
been doing it for a while when I decided to do part of the 
welcome in Gaelic.  What a reaction that got..!!  One of 
the girls who was on shift with me heard me and came 
up to ask where I was from.  It turned it her mum was 
Chrisbell Hamilton, nee Smith from tong, 
who was in school with me and her first cous-
in Chris is married to Alison my brother John 
norman and maggie’s daughter, millview, 
Gress.  Small world indeed..!!  the next per-
son I recognised was Aileen Whytock from 
Outend Coll.  She was also a Clydesider and 
she was on a day off and was going to the 
badminton with a friend.  While I was walk-
ing up to St enoch’s after my shift, who did 
I meet in the square at an outside café, but 
Donna barden from Upper Coll and her sister 
Sine.  A long but extremely enjoyable shift.  I 
couldn’t believe I had met so many folk from 
home and it was only my first day.

Day 2 - even hotter! It nearly reached 30 
degrees and there were two Clydesiders 

going around all day 
with water and sun 
cream.  my role for 
that day was cover-
ing the area inside 
the complex beside 
the gate where the 
cyclists got into 
the veladrome with 
their bikes.  I saw 
Craig macLean from 
Scotland and his 
tandem partner neil 
Fachie, who won 
the gold medal.  It 
was so strange see-
ing them standing 
together as Craig is 
huge and his tandem 
partner is tiny.  I also 
saw Laura trott and 
Joanna rowsell who 
won two gold medals 
for england, as well as Jason Kenny the sprint cyclist. 

One of the venue leaders on that day was David Daniell, 
who won silver for england in the men’s cycling sprint 
at the Delhi games. In the afternoon I was covering the 
entrance where only people with a certain colour on their 
accreditation pass were permitted. I was on one side of 
the gate, with one of my colleagues opposite.  While I was 
checking passes I heard my colleague saying, “Have you 
got your pass?”  I looked up, and lo and behold there was 
Chris Hoy standing in front of me.  As he was busy look-
ing for his pass, I whispered to my colleague that it was 
Sir Chris Hoy. He replied that Chris didn’t have a pass, so 
I whispered to him, “He doesn’t need one as the building 
was called after him!” Chris Hoy himself saw the funny 
side of it.  I was so disappointed I didn’t have my camera 
handy as I would have got a great photo.

I then saw victoria pendelton.  She was being interviewed 
just along from where I was standing.  I was amazed how 
small she is.  On finishing my shift I saw a police motor 

My first shift on a beautiful 
sunny day, welcoming folk on the 

megaphone in Gaelic!

Cloudy with some Clydesider colleagues from the Emirates 
stadium at the athletes’ parade in George Square
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bike and directly behind it were the Queen and prince 
philip. their car stopped directly in front of where I was 
standing.  If day one was memorable for meeting folk from 
home, day two was equally so, seeing famous sportsmen 
and women and the Queen.  After that busy shift Sarah, 
ben and I went to George Square in order to sample a bit 
of the Commonwealth atmosphere.

Day 3 - Another early start, but I was beginning to get 
used to having to get up at 5am.  that day I was inside 
the badminton arena which was in the emirates Stadium.  
the arena seated 3,500 people who could simultane-
ously watch five different games as there were five courts 
side by side in it.  I met Claire macArthur (her husband 
Alasdair was best man at our wedding) with their children 
eilidh and Calum. the children were really excited that 
they knew the Clydesider who was showing them to their 
seats. 

After my shift I went to Ibrox to see the rugby 7s that 
evening.  I had arranged to meet marie Ishbal Anderson 
and her boys euan and David  in George Square, as they 
were going to Ibrox as well.  We had a good afternoon 
and headed out to Ibrox on the tube, with thousands of 
others.  What an experience that was, but a great laugh at 
the same time.  the rugby 7s were absolutely fantastic.  
the atmosphere was great, particularly when Scotland 
were playing.  I also saw the england 7s team which I 
had seen only the day before when they were going to 
see the cycling.

Day 4 - A late shift.  I didn’t start until 2pm, but I was work-
ing until 11.30pm.  I went into Glasgow Green to watch 
the end of the marathon.  It was raining that morning, 
so it was the first time I wore the waterproof jacket and 
used the umbrella which were issued to us as part of the 
uniform.  So here I was, walking along with my hood up 
and under the umbrella when I heard someone say “Hey 
bhallaich!!”  Who was it but Coinneach mòr from Upper 
Coll.  How he recognised me with my hood and under 
brolly, I don’t know.  He was down in Glasgow for a week 
broadcasting his morning programme and had gone out 
for a walk.  Ironically, I had already been asked to speak 
on his programme, the next day, about my experiences 
as a Clydesider.  

I wanted to be in early for my shift as today was the last 
day of the cycling and I wanted to get into the velodrome 
as I hadn’t been in yet.  Unfortunately everyone else must 

have had the same idea, as by the time I arrived all the 
work places for the velodrome had been filled.  I got to 
work in the inside plaza, between the cycling and badmin-
ton arenas, where I was assigned to duty on the lift that 
was used only by athletes and committee members.  I 
saw Dame Kelly Holmes and a lot of cyclists that day.  At 
our break we were allowed into the velodrome.  I couldn’t 
have chosen a better time to go in as I saw the final of the 
women’s sprint and, the best race of all, the final of the 
men’s Kirren.  I couldn’t get over the speeds they achieve 
and how sharply the track slopes.  It was a great experi-
ence to see these races live.  I was sitting just beside the 
bbC commentary box where Jonathon edwards and Sir 
Chris Hoy were at the time. It was a very tired but happy 
Clydesider who finally got back to the flat at midnight.

Day 5 - A very welcome long lie as I was on another late 
shift.  my role that day was ticket scanning.  What a great 
experience..!!  Once the spectators came through security 
they were directed to us to have their tickets scanned.  
We immediately developed a great rapport with the police 
and the security guards, who I must say were fantastic for 
the whole time I was down there.  I met Iain and Carmen 
morrison and their boys as well as Lynn and matthew 
Hebditch.  Lynn is the daughter of my first cousin neil, 
mac moley Laddie. 

Once we had processed all the spectators it was time 
for our break so I went into the badminton and I saw the 
medal ceremony of the team event.  malaysia won gold, 
england silver and Singapore bronze.  prince edward 
was handing over the medals.  It was great to see the cer-
emony live, hearing the lone piper and seeing the medal 
carrying party all wearing beautiful tweeds and tartans 
from our own Harris tweed Hebrides.  It made me proud 
to be an islander. 

Just before the end of our shift we were put on the 
exit doors.  there was a great atmosphere with all the 
Clydesiders singing the proclaimers song 500 miles.  We 
were joined by the man from malaysia who became the 
star of the badminton.  He became known as mr malaysia. 
He was there every day playing the drum at all the games.  
What a character..!!  On my way home I met up with 
Sarah and ben and Sarah’s friends Donna macDonald 
(nighean Jimmy Ghlen and mairi, Gress) and Carol Anne 
macLeod (nighean malkie and moria, Coll) at Glasgow 
Green  and we watched the final of the men’s 100 m on 
the big screens.

Bacachs relaxing in giant deck chair at Glasgow Green. Donna 
Macdonald, (nighean Sheamais Iain Ghlen, Gress) and Carol 
Anne Macleod, (nighean Malkie agus Moria)

First ever selfie! Met Mairie Ishbal Anderson who 
sings with me in Còisir Sgìr a’Bhac and her family
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Day 6 - my first day off!  In the 
afternoon I went to meet my pal 
eoghainn macLeod from Scalpay, 
a policeman in Glasgow.  We went 
to Glasgow Green, the merchant 
City and in the evening went to 
pacific Quay.  All these venues 
had concerts, shows and food and 
drink tents, throughout the games,  
with free access. It was great just 
wandering about, with so much to 
see and do.

Day 7 - back to an early start.  I 
was working inside the badminton 
arena again that day. A really busy 
day as I was on the main door and 
all the tickets were sold for that 
day.  I later caught up with Alasdair 
and Claire macArthur in Jordanhill.  
It was good to catch up with them.

Day 8 - Another early start.  I was 
being filmed by bbC Alba for their 
An Là programme that night.  I 
was working in the area just after 
the ticket scanning where all the shops and the food vans 
were.  After being interviewed, the camera was following 
me while I was welcoming spectators at the gate and 
directing them to the arena.  I didn’t take a break that day 
as I wanted to go off early as I had a ticket for Hampden 
to see the athletics.  What a fantastic night that was.  I saw 
the final of the men’s and women’s 200 metres, the men’s 
800 metres, men’s discus, women’s long jump and I saw 
David Weir win the wheelchair 1,500 metres.  What a 
speed they go at! but the highlight of the night was seeing 
eilidh Child winning silver in the women’s 400 meters hur-
dles.  I thought the roof was going to come off Hampden 
while she was on her lap of honour.

Day 9 - Another rest day.  I went into city in the afternoon 
and took in the atmosphere.  there was such a buzz eve-
rywhere you went. I had arranged to meet Donnie maroot 

macLeod that night.

Day 10 - An early start.  I was work-
ing in exactly the same place as on 
my first day but what a difference a 
week makes!  It was pouring with 
rain.  I was on megaphone again, 
and as before, I was welcoming  in 
Gaelic.  I saw John and Kathleen 
macneil from back, as they were 
going in to the badminton.  After my 
shift I was soaked.  I met Alasdair 
macArthur and eoghainn macLeod 
and had a good night out with them.  
We met a lot of folk we knew that 
night.

Final day - We were all invited to 
the inner track of the velodrome.  
there was food and soft drinks laid 
on for us as a thank you.  It was a 
great way to finish off the games.  
After that we went to merchant City 
Square to watch the closing cer-
emony on big screen.  When Dougie 
maclean sang Caledonia and then 

Auld Lang Syne, all the Clydesiders were in the middle 
of the square together. It was a fabulous way to end my 
volunteering experience, or so I thought!

then, out of the blue I got an email from Glasgow 2014 
saying that some of the Clydesiders were being invited 
into George Square to join the athletes at their parade.  
Only 2,000 were picked, so I was delighted to be one of 
them.  I arranged to meet up with the Clydesiders who 
were with me at the velodrome outside George Square; 
it was great to see them all again.  the atmosphere was 
electric inside the square when the lorries carrying the 
athletes arrived.  It was great seeing them all so close 
to where we were standing wearing their medals. I got a 
good picture of some of them standing on the Big G in the 
square. It was a brilliant way to end what was such a great 
experience for me, one which will live with me forever!

pictured is Calum maclean 
former head teacher of Sgoil 
an rubha who retired at the 
end of June.  He is pictured 
with five of his former p6 
pupils whom he taught when 
he was a primary teacher at 
Sgoil a’ bhac. From L. to r.  
are Anne macritchie, moira 
macleod, Isobel macdonald, 
Catherine mackay and 
mandy macdonald.  Anne, 
moira and Catherine all have 
children who were taught 
at the school, Isobel and 
mandy are teaching staff.

Calum Maclean’s Retirement

My last shift, what a difference a week makes. 
Same spot as was standing on first shift.
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Letter to the Editor

First of all, congratulations to Coinneach on his well- 
deserved award. Like all his programmes, this was an 
excellent one. 

To add a bit of humour on the subject, I enclose a list of 
extracts from soldiers’ letters, for the interest of L.A.t.n. 
readers.

Best wishes,
Swannie

Alastair macfarlane was a merchant seaman whose ship, 
MV British Petrol was sunk by a German raider disguised 
as Swedish in 1940. He spent the rest of the War as 
a German prisoner. the poWs received some curious 
letters from home. below are extracts which Alastair 
recorded.

Jack, you were missing a month so I got married.

The first batch of repats arrived today terribly maimed. I 
hope you are the next.

Sandals are very hard to get here so I’m sending you cou-
pons to buy them yourself.

I’m glad you got shot down before flying became dangerous.

Don’t lose heart, darling. You are nearly round the bend 
now.

My darling, I am enclosing a postal order so you can buy 
some chocolate.

Darling Andrew, I hope you are staying true to me. 

I hope you are behaving yourself at dances and not drink-
ing too much.

Darling, I’ve just married your father, love Mother.

I am going to Kent in two weeks’ time. Do you mind? Write 
and let me know.

Are all the German girls good dancers?

George is in Stalag V11B. Can you pop round and see 
him sometime?

(October letter) In your May letter you asked for slippers. 
What colour would you like?

(From an American) My grandmother lives in Germany. 
Have you met her yet?

Although Alastair’s recollections of prison life contain much 
that is grim, clearly there were some lighter moments!

‘What was in the letter of lone soldier, London?’
Coinneach Macìomhair, Radio nan Gaidheal, a.m. 24th June 2014

On Saturday 13th September the local macmillan fundraising 
committee have planned a 5K Fancy Dress (optional) Fun 
run/Walk around back. 

Starting from the Hut 
community hall the 
walk will proceed up 
towards back School, 
around Lighthill to 
back Free Church. 
Water will be offered to 
walkers as they pass 
the back pharmacy. 
the walk continues 
down towards brevig 
pier and round the loop 
to the main road and 
back to the Hut to fin-
ish as shown in the 
picture.

the organisers wish to 
ask motorists around 
the area on the day of 
the walk to be aware of 
walkers/runners along 
the route.

5K Fun Run/Walk for 
Macmillan Cancer Support

the Lewis Highland Dancing Society would like 
to thank local businessman Gordon maclennan 
for his support in donating a trophy towards 
our Celtic Festival Dancing competition.thanks 
also go to  Claire Whyman (Optometrist), who 
lives in vatisker, and Ailsa and paul maclean 
(nicolsons’ newsagents, who were also trophy 
Sponsors.

New Lewis Highland 
Dancing Trophy
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Former Pupil Returns

primary Four and Five are thrilled to welcome back 
former class mate, Samuel Fraser. Samuel moved to 
the mainland during his primary two year, and now the 
Fraser family have returned to the island.   It is lovely 
to have Samuel with us again. 

New Staffing

We warmly welcome our new Head teacher, miss 
Johanna mackenzie and principal teacher, mrs Karina 
mackay.  both ladies have a wealth of teaching experi-
ence and expertise and we hope they enjoy working in 
tong School.

We are also pleased 
to welcome miss 
Amanda maclean 
to the teaching 
team. miss maclean 
is completing her 
probationary Year with primary two and three.  miss 
maclean undertook a teaching placement in the school 
last session and is well-known to staff and pupils. 

Coincidentally, all new members of staff are bacachs!

New Entrants

pictured below are our seven happy new entrants:

Tong School

Dylan Macdonald Jayden Maciver

Ameilia Mackay Daniel France
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Dear All,

As the newly appointed Head teacher of tong School I would like 
to warmly welcome you all back to term 1 of session 2014/15.  
I hope you all enjoyed a relaxing summer holiday and are 
refreshed and ready for the challenges of the new session.

I extend a special welcome to all of our new children, fami-
lies and members of staff. It has been lovely to welcome 
the children and to begin establishing routines.  they 
have made a great start and have all settled in very well. 
I am looking forward to a successful year ahead - full 
of learning and exciting experiences. tong School will 
share many of these with you through LAtn, our web-
site, our newsletters, curriculum overviews and invites to 
join us in school. 

It is a great privilege to have been appointed Head 
teacher of tong School and I am delighted that I can con-
tribute to its development. Although it has been only a week 
since I took up the post, I have already been given a very 
warm welcome by all of the children, staff at the school and also 
from families and the local community.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank mrs. Dorothy Kennedy for all that she has done 
for tong School and wish her all the best in her retirement.

I am looking forward to working closely with staff, pupils and parents to ensure that the best learning opportunities 
are provided in a safe, healthy and challenging environment for all of the children.  I look forward to meeting as 
many of you as possible in the coming days and weeks.

Kind regards,

Johanna mackenzie, Head teacher

Miss 
Mackenzie

Welcome from New Headteacher

Jayden Pidcock Johan Tynan

Leah MacRitchie
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

mUrDO mACKAY pLAnt HIre

Access roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Chrisell Macleod, Mina Nicolson 
and Donna Barden share their 
experiences of the recent Dusk to 
Dawn Challenge.

‘It was with great excitement that 
we all met at the town centre on 
Friday 12th July 2014. this was 
going to be the first ever event of its 
kind in the island where 170 people 
all walked together for 31 miles 
through the night. As part of a thank 
you to all those who walked with 
us during our gruelling 100 mile 
walk last year in aid of the Leanne 
Fund,  we decided to do something 
that would challenge those who 
supported us and came up with Dusk to Dawn 50k.

We were piped out bayhead by Alice Currie, with  lots 
of people on the way giving us a shout of encourage-
ment. Soon though, we were on our own and the 
pentland road loomed. the dark came in without us 
noticing until all of a sudden we had to use torches – 
lots of laughs along the way and various people drifting 
off to use the conveniences of the pentland moor!! At 
last breasclete Hall was in sight at 3am where we had 
a sumptuous feed provided by the very kind folk of 
breasclete who had just finished working at a wedding! 
After a good hour’s break and re fuelling we started off 
again along the main road to Loch a’ Ghainmhich and 
then finally rejoined the pentland road at Achmore. It 
was a beautiful morning as we walked into marybank 
with some very tired and funny walking people!! but we 
had made it! A few blisters and sore feet but we had 
walked 31 miles in 12hrs. Well done to all who took 
part, you were part of an amazing walk.’
Chrisell

‘I felt the walk was a great success in achieving every-
thing Chrisetta and her team hoped it would - there was 
a strong feeling of togetherness - the fact that there 
was such a big crowd made no difference in that every 
single one of us felt close to each other.  there was a 
truly fantastic  atmosphere.  Chrisetta had ensured that 
it was planned and executed to a ‘t’. people have been 
inspired and encouraged to continue walking which is 
just fantastic.’
Mina

‘Our recent Dusk to Dawn walk was completed by 
many energetic ladies who had obviously trained well. 
there were lots of cool trainers just keen to pound 
these miles! We were all determined to complete this 
50k challenge and we did so with lots of enthusiasm 
- at the start anyway.  We weren’t all so enthusiastic 
towards the end! there was a great sense of excite-
ment setting off from Stornoway, with lots of chatter 

and energy buzzing around. Walking 
through the night, I found myself chat-
ting to lots of different people I hadn’t 
met before and it was so good to hear 
how enthusiastic they were about taking 
part in the walk.  It was a great social 
occasion with lots of laughter along the 
way. Arriving in Stornoway at 10 am, I 
felt tired but happy to have been one of 
a great number of ladies who had com-
pleted many miles of walking.  there is 
nothing like a good hike with fun friends.  
everyone should try it!  be warned - train 
well beforehand and you can walk many 
happy miles. Well done to everyone who 
took part in this Leanne Fund challenge.’
Donna

Leanne Fund Challenge

Start at Perceval Square (Photo Chris Murray)

Dusk to Dawn 50k

Pit Stop at 5am  Loch a’ Ghainmhich
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower bouquet and basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
planted bowls and baskets

A Worldwide e-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559
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Back in Time      
Mentioned in Dispatches

Gunner Kenneth Macleod, a naval reservist, and a son 
of Mr and Mrs William Macleod, 20 Back, has been 
mentioned in despatches for distinguished service while 
engaged with the enemy.  Kenneth’s name appeared 
in the “London Gazette” earlier in the year and he has 
received his Majesty’s high appreciation for his services 
with the Light Coastal Forces.

Wedding

A wedding took place in MacDougall’s Hotel, Inverness 
recently, the contracting parties being Margaret Mary, 
third daughter of Mr and Mrs Murdo Maciver, 31 
Coll, and Sergt. Air Gunner Frank Ernest Chalmers, of 
168 High Road, Wood Green, London.  Rev Kenneth 
Cameron, M.A., Free Church, officiated.  The bride, 
who looked beautiful dressed in white, carried a bou-
quet of sweet peas and ferns and was attended by Cathie 
Maciver and Isobel Cormack, who were dressed in blue 
and pink respectively.  The duties of groomsman were 
ably performed by Pilot Officer Alan Leonard Tose 
May.  Fifty-five congratulatory telegrams were read.  
We wish them a long life of happy companionship.

Obituary

We deeply regret to record the death of Mrs Jessie 
Ann Macleod, 27 Coll, which occurred recently.  The 
deceased who was aged 66 years had been in indifferent 
health for a number of years, and was confined to bed 
during the last three weeks.  Mrs Macleod, who was of 
a good and kind disposition, had a desire for the things 
that matter, and was fond of the Lord’s people.  She is 
survived by her husband, one son and three daughters.  
Her passing is very much felt in the neighbourhood. The 
sympathy of the community is extended to the bereaved 
family.

Home on Leave

We were glad to see on leave recently Capt John 
Waterfield, Royal Canadian Engineers, a grandson of 
Mrs Isabella  Maciver and the late Murdo Maciver, 41 
Coll.  Capt Waterfield visited his relatives here some 
time ago.  John  Maciver, an uncle of Capt Waterfield, 
and an engineer previous to enlistment, was recently 

promoted Lieut. Commander in the U.S. navy.

Also on leave are Mrs Catherine Macaulay, LAAC, 4 
Vatisker;  Norman Campbell, RNR, 6 Vatisker;  George 
Graham, MN, 36 Vatisker;  Donald Macleod, RNR, 47 
Vatisker;  Petty Officer Jane Maciver, WRNS, 4 Upper 
Coll;  Chief Artificer Malcolm Maclean, 4 Upper Coll; 
Gunner Neil Macleod, RAF, 40 Upper Coll;  WO 
William J Macleod, RAF, 40 Upper Coll;  Donald 
Campbell, MN, 9 Upper Coll;  Donald Maciver, RNR, 
11 Upper Coll;  Angus Macleod, RNR, 16 Upper Coll; 
Malcolm Mackay, RNR, Outend Coll;  Evander Mackay, 
RNR, 65 Coll;  L Seaman John Mackay, RNR, 65 Coll;  
L Seaman Angus Mackay, RNR, 65 Coll;  George Scott 
Robertson, RAF, 43 Coll;   Sergt Angusina Beaton, 
ATS, 37 Coll;  James Beaton, RNR, 37 Coll; Kenneth 
Beaton, MN, 37 Coll; Donald Maciver, RAF, 36 Coll;  
Alex Maciver, MN,  49 Coll;  Hugh Maclennan, RNR, 
15 Coll; Murdo Maclennan, RNR, 15 Coll; Donald 
Macleod, MN, 45 Vatisker;  Angus Macleod, RNR, 45 
Vatisker;  John Macleod, MN, 3 Back;  John Macdonald, 
RNR, 9 Coll;  Murdo Macaulay, RNR, 18 Coll;  Donald 
Mackay, RNR, 53 Back;  Finlay Macritchie, 56 Back;  
Coder Donald R Murray,  RNR, 2 Back;  Alex John 
Macaskill, RHA, Lighthill, Vatisker;  Donald Maciver, 
36 Gress; Angus Murray, Royal Marines, 52 Vatisker;  
L WREN Katie B Macdonald(accompanied by her 
husband, PO Malcolm John Macdonald, 20 Aignish);  
Donald Macmillan, RNR, 35 Vatisker;  John George 
Murray, RNR, 23 Coll;  Kenneth M Maciver, Argyll 
and Sutherland Highlanders, 36 Upper Coll;  Writer A 
J Macleod, 63 Coll;  Kenneth Beaton, RNR, 51 Back;  
Angus Maciver, RNR, 48 Back; Alexander Stewart, 
RNR, 29 Gress;  Hugh Stewart, RNR, 29 Gress;  Angus 
Macleod, RNR, 47 Vatisker;  Williamina Macdonald, 
WRNS, 13  Vatisker;  Catherine Macleod, ATS, 1 
Newpark, Vatisker;  Joan Macleod, WRNS, 23 Vatisker;  
Alexina Maciver, ATS, 11 Upper Coll;  Angusina 
Maciver, NAAFI, 6 Upper Coll;  Angus Macleod, RNR, 
16 Upper Coll;  Alexander Maciver, RNR, 6 Upper 
Coll;  Murdo Maciver, MN, 34 Back;  CPO Donald 
Macleod, 37 Back;  Pte Kenneth Maciver, Black Watch, 
61 Coll;  Malcolm Maciver, RNR, 61 Coll;  Norman 
Macleod, RNR, Outend Coll;  John Mackenzie, Warrant 
Officer,  RN,  Manse.

     September 1944
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JOHN A FINLAYSON
JOInerY & bUILDInG ServICeS

JOHN ALEX FINLAYSON
JOIner

SprInGSIDe HOUSe
tOnG, StOrnOWAY
ISLe OF LeWIS
07768 205834 / 01851 706567 AFter 6pm

marion@finlayson24.fsnet.co.uk
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Gress Angling Association
Jack Stronach, a visit-
ing junior angler from 
Aberdeenshire, at home 
on holiday with one of our 
regular angling visitors 
Ivor maciver, landed the 
first salmon of the season 
from Gress river on 4th 
August. twelve year old 
Jack is also the young-
est ever winner of the 
Swannie Trophy for the 
first salmon of the season.

Gress Angling Association 
intend holding our annual children’s Open Day on 

Saturday 6th September - 
so plenty of chances to 
better Jack’s catch. this 
event is free to all chil-
dren in the district, accom-
panied by a responsible 
adult. rods, reels and bait 
will be provided for those 
who require them. A free 
barbecue and soup will 
also be provided in the 
usual marquee at Gress 
bridge. Donnie maciver of 
Outer Hebrides Fisheries 
trust will be contacting 

local schools prior to the event.

 Jack Stronach, winner of the Swannie Trophy
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mrs Kenina Graham, Lighthill, vatisker, came across 
items of interest which were closely connected to 
her family and which are still worth recording in 
Loch a Tuath News, while going through old mail 
and photographs.

One such concerns Angus murray, Aonghas Donn 
who was originally from South Dell and who came 
to seek and find work as a shepherd for peter 
Liddle, the tenant of Gress Farm during the closing 
years of the 19th century.

It so happened that a young lady, Agnes burns, 
originally from Skye, was working at the same time 
as a domestic servant in Gress Lodge, and it wasn’t 
long before a friendship developed between the 
two ‘A’s which ended in a happy and lasting mar-
riage. the young couple set up home at 1 Gress 
in a house provided by peter Liddle himself. It was 
no mean feat that they brought up a family of six 
sons and six daughters in times of hardship and 
austerity.

Alex the eldest son served his apprenticeship as 
a blacksmith at 4 Keith Street, Stornoway. It is of 
interest to find that one of his first jobs was at the 
construction of the bridge over Gress river.

marjory was the first of the murray daughters. She 
was followed by by Kate. She worked for a few 
years in edinburgh. Unfortunately she died when 
she was comparatively young.

John, seen in the photograph in his army uni-
form and also with his wife and family, went as 

a young man- 
the first of the 
murray boys-
to montana. It 
was there that 
he enlisted in 
the Canadian 
Army. that 
took him back 
to the UK and 
then to the 
b a t t l e f i e l d s 
in europe. A 
postcard writ-
ten to him by 
a cousin in 
D e c e m b e r 
1918 reads as 
follows, “I was 
sent for rest 

and peace during a short furlough to the mountains 
in South West France. I may get sent over here and 
get home and see you all. I have often thought of 
you all. Our family were lucky although I frequently 
saw the enemy and the ravages of war I did not get 
a scratch I am glad the war is over…….. your loving 
cousin John murray.”

When John was eventually released from military 
duties he did return home and assisted in building 
a family home, the bell Cottage in Lighthill. He then 
returned to montana.

the next in Aonghas Donn’s family was mearag. 
She married a local man, Kenneth mackenzie 
(Coinneach thormoid). As a young man he served 
his country in WW1 and was awarded the DSm 
medal for bravery. He was, in later years a respect-
ed elder of back Free Church. His home was 
the present 51 vatisker and there were six sons 
and two daughters in the mackenzie family. the 
mackenzie sons, in order of seniority, were Angus, 
John, norman, Donald, Kenny Dan and robert. 
the daughters were Catherine and Kennag, the 
only surviving member living in the old family home, 
who came across the photographs and documen-
tation in this article.

the sixth member of Angus and Agnes murray’s 
family was Flora and like her sister she mar-
ried a back lad, John morrison, (Iain thormoid 
Choinnich), of 2 back and a brother of murchadh 
Dake. the morrisons emigrated to the USA and 
lived in Chicago. John did well and was able in his 
retirement to visit his homeland.

Ciorstag, the next of the daughters trained as a 
nurse, married and left for Australia.

Teaghlach Aonghais Duinn

John Murray and family, Montana

John Murray (post card photo)
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this photo of the late barbara Graham (barbara Iain 
Aonghais ruaidh), 22 Coll and of Anna an Duinn, 
Outend Coll, was gifted to Catriona bhruce, 22b 
Coll, by Jim boyd. barbara was the aunt of Catriona, 
Seonaid, Calum Iain and the late John Angus, also of 
the late John murdo (nochan)  and his sister Ciorstag 
Graham.

Jim and Jackie boyd have built a house at 21 Coll, 
which was the home of Jim’s great aunt, Kennag 
ruadh (sister of Jim’s grandmother Anna). both Anna 
and Kennag spent many years in domestic service in 
Glasgow and were great friends with barbara Graham.

barbara trained as a nurse and midwife in Glasgow 
and after spending some time there she came home 
to Lewis and worked as a private nurse. She deliv-
ered numerous babies in Stornoway. For many years 
she was a night Sister in the County Hospital where 
she looked after 
patients with tb. 
She was affec-
tionately known 
as ‘the lady with 
the lamp’, as 
she cared for her 
patients through-
out the night. 
She died in 1974 
and is fondly 
remembered.

We look forward 
to welcoming 
Jim and Jackie 
boyd to the dis-
trict and to 21 
Coll, where Jim 
spent much of 
his childhood 
with his  Auntie 
Kennag and 
cousins Kenny 
and Catriona.

D o n n a c h a d h 
Aonghais Duinn 
married a lady 
from Skye, and 
not unexpected-
ly, he too left for 
montana.

Donald murray, 
is seen in his 
Canadian Army 
uniform. He also 
emigrated to 
montana, where 
he signed up for 
the Canadian 
Army.

the youngest, 
Katag, who mar-
ried a man from 
Uig, Lewis, was 
the next to join 
the murray clan 
in montana.

Angus, the second youngest, known as Stobban, 

is seen in the 
photograph 
below with his 
wife and fam-
ily, who were 
bought up 
in montana. 
His wife was 
Ishbel neill, 
Upsan’s sis-
ter, from 10 
back.

the young-
est, William 
John, but 
known as 
robert, was 
in the royal 
navy during 
the first World 
War but he was tragically drowned, aged twenty 
one, when the Iolaire sank on 1st January 1919 
outside Stornoway.

N.M.

Donald Murray, Montana

Barbara Iain Aonghais Ruaidh

Angus Murray (Stobban), Ishbel and family

1902-1974

Barbara Iain Aonghais Ruaidh and Anna an Duinn

Sister Barbara Graham, taken some 
years before her retirement from the 

County Hospital in 1962
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WILLIE STEPS DOWN AS COACH 

New Coaches Required for the Development Club

Willie macdonald has been the head coach of back 
primary Football Development Club for the past eight 
years, but regrettably has decided to call it a day and 
has resigned from his post. His departure is a massive 
loss to the club and the Committee is deeply grateful 
to Willie for the commitment and sheer hard work he 
has put into the Development Club, voluntarily, over 
the years.

His enthusiasm and devotion to the club was appreciat-
ed not only by the club, but also by the parents and chil-
dren who were associated with the Development Club 
over the years, and he was deservedly rewarded for his 
efforts when he was presented with the LAtn Citizen 
of the Year award for his contribution to the community.  
big shoes indeed to fill but fill them we must!  

Willie’s departure not only marks the end of an era but 
the beginning of a new one.  the Development Club 
will continue to run but to ensure the continued devel-
opment of the boys and girls who currently attend, as 
well as support this year’s new intake as they take their 
first steps in the Club, we urgently need assistance in 
the form of new coaches, preferably from the commu-
nity.

the new covered all-weather facility, with a brand new 
playing surface, will hopefully be complete by the end 
of the year and will be a fantastic environment for the 
coaches to develop the skills and fitness of the children 
and also provide fun activity for all.

If you are interested in giving assistance, becoming a 
coach or if you already have a coaching badge please 
get in touch with us.

Contact - Dano macdonald – 820649/820230
    James macarthur – 820648

Football
the football season this year has been very poor, but 
the manager tried his utmost to attain results against 
the odds. 

the start of the season looked a bit more promising 
than that which prevailed; injuries to key players, 
work commitments and other unforeseen problems 
made it almost impossible to field the same team in 
any consecutive games, hence the results and the 
position attained in the league. As a result, the end of 
the season will be welcomed by the supporters, and 
hopefully the next season will be more successful.

the other back teams playing in the junior league 
is something to look forward to, with the Under 18s 
already winning a trophy, and the other teams pro-
gressing to be an asset to the club.

Bowling
On the bowls front we need to recruit more members 
to the club and we appeal to anyone, age does not 
come into it, to come and try bowls and I can assure 
you that you will enjoy the game. We appeal to the 
ex-players in particular to have a bash, all you need is 
a flat pair of shoes, the rest of the equipment neces-
sary is available.

A reminder to those who played last year, that the 
annual competition between Stornoway versus back, 
bernera and breasclete on the outdoor rinks at 
Stornoway will take place on Saturday, September 
13th, 10am - 3pm approximately. We would like as 
many players as possible to take part. there is a tro-
phy at stake, the Ivor Ferguson Cup. be there, and 
you will enjoy the day.

Back Football and Bowling Notes

820745

Willie Macdonald surrounded by pupils of Sgoil a' Bhac after 
receiving the LATN Citizenship Award in 2011
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How well did your garden grow this summer?  It was a 
good summer, when we saw excellent growth in shrubs, 
flowers and vegetables.  Unfortunately, for some, the 
strong north wind and torrential rain of August 10th/llth 
did considerable damage, especially to delicate plants.

travelling along the main road, I noticed a front garden 
which immediately caught my eye so, it being in our 
nature to be inquisitive, I took a closer look.  the garden 
in question belongs to Iain macKay, Upper Coll.  It was 
the sheer splash of colour in the passing which attracted 
my attention. 

thankfully Iain’s front garden was sheltered from the 
recent strong wind and rain.  the display of potted petu-
nias along the front of the house gave a stunning array 
of colour.  Iain had wire cages in the pot, both giving sup-
port to the plants and allowing them to climb in an even 
formation. 

Along with the petunias, under the shelter of the eaves, 

were tuber rooted begon-
ias in wall pots giving 
the impression that 
the begonias and 
petunias were 
in competition 
in respect of 
beauty and 
colour.  Other 
f l o w e r i n g 
plants were 
arrayed along 
the front of the 
house to com-
plete the picture.

For feeding the pot-
ted plants, Iain uses 
‘slow release fertiliser’ in 
the compost, which releases nutrients steadily over the 
growing period.  Along the front wall of the garden was 
a variety of shrubs, together with flowering plants such 
as sweet peas and nasturtiums of the large leafy type, 
which really impressed me, as I myself had the small leaf 
variety.  Iain recommended seaweed liquid feed for both 
plants and lawn, his lawn being neat and proof of the 
effectiveness of this treatment.

the back garden was equally captivating and well shel-
tered by a variety of shrubs and a polytunnel.  Inside the 
polytunnel were tomatoes, bay leaves and other cuttings.

the immense pleasure we get from such a garden is not 
without effort, but how rewarding.  to save money, why 
not collect seed from your flowers, dry them, and store 
them in a dry place, preferably in paper.

From the Poileagan

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...Enjoying the fruits of our labours

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
to give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LAtn or cash 
for £33.44 to mrs m. A. Davidson, 3a new Street, 
back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £33.44
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Iain’s 
petunias

Iain Mackay’s petunias and begonias
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S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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the Loch a Tuath News area recently marked the 
beginning of the 1st World War with a special com-
memorative community service in back Free Church 
on Sunday 10th August. 

the back War memorial commit-
tee felt it appropriate that the start 
of the War which cost the lives 
of over eighty young men from 
our area should be marked in an 
appropriate manner. After discus-
sion and in consultation with rev 
Calum I. macleod it was decided 
that a special service be conduct-
ed on the Sunday after the actual 
date , 4th August, on which Great 
britain declared war on Germany.

the service, which was very well 
attended, was led by rev Calum 
I. macleod with the children being 
addressed by rev Alasdair I. 
macleod. At the end of the service 
the standing congregation heard 

the names of all those from our area who lost their 
lives being read. this was followed by a minute's 
silence.

the villages of Gress and Upper 
Coll didn't lose anyone in the 1st 
World War. these villages only 
came into existence, as we know 
them today, when returning ser-
vicemen raided Coll Farm and 
Gress Farm, as the promised  land 
"fit for heroes" had never materi-
alised.

to mark the 100th anniversary of 
the First World War a copy of a 
replica edition of an Active Service 
John’s Gospel, produced during 
the war by Scripture Gift mission, 
was issued to every household at 
the close of the commemorative 
service.

Back War Memorial Committee

World War One Commemoration

Active Service Gospel Booklet

Donald Stewart 'A Choilear' and Donald Macdonald 'A Cuibear'

Donald Stewart ‘A Choilear’, 10 back, and his friend Donald macdonald ‘A Cuibear’, 11 back, who 
both survived the horrors of the First World War. However, Donald macdonald  was tragically lost 

on the Iolaire.
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Material for  
publication in the OCTOBER issue of Loch a Tuath News 
must be in before WEDNESDAY 17th SEPTEMBER 2014

Gress River 
in more 
normal 
conditions

Gress River in full spate

Angus macdonald (emag) took these contrasting photographs of the Gress river, at the wooden 
bridge, which is the short cut over the river from back to Gress. On 10/11 August 2014 there was 
torrential rain which caused the river to flood dramatically as the top photograph, taken on 11 

August, clearly shows. 
It is very surprising that 
the bridge itself was not 
washed away.

the lower photograph 
was taken several days 
later when the water 
level had dropped con-
siderably.

Gress River


