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We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 

Fàilte
Welcome once more to Loch a Tuath 
News after our summer break. We hope 
you  have had a lovely summer, relaxing 
at home or away and enjoying seeing 
summer visitors. 

After our break in August, the September 
issue is packed with As na Bailtean 
news and photos, so catch up with all the 
village happenings there and throughout 
the magazine. Catriona Stewart keeps 
us up to date with wider developments 
affecting us in the Comhairle Column. 
Once more, residents from our com-
munity are raising money for worthy 
charities. We must congratulate the 
Tong ‘Ton’ Trekkers on their London to 
Brighton challenge, one which would 
be daunting to most of us, to say the 
least. Details of their effort and their 
magnificent donation to Bethesda can 
be read on p32. Murdo Macdonald (Stal) 
is about to embark on a 1000 mile cycle 
round the British Isles, raising funds for 
the Heart Foundation, in memory of his 
brother Coinneach, who died very sud-
denly in 2013. For more details see p31.

As part of our commemoration of the 
First World War, we print the first of a 
series  in tribute to those who fell, listing 
those in our area who perished in that 
conflict. We have to thank Iain Murray, 
of Ullapool and 9 Back, for all the work 

he has put into this project. From his 
work we now have a record of these 
men; where they were killed, where 
they lived and who their relations living 
today are. This gives a context to those 
men who were killed one hundred years 
ago. We intend publishing the remain-
ing casualties from Back in October and 
November. It is hoped that the same 
recording for Vatisker, Coll and Tong will 
be done in the near future. If you think 
you can help with researching Coll or 
Tong (much of Vatisker is nearing com-
pletion), or you have any photographs 
which you think may be relevant, please 
get in touch. Iain is very happy to give 
advice and direction.

We recently published some of Ivor 
Mackay’s Gearradh Ghuirm photographs 
from 1988, and we now are now happy 
to share the rest of these with you. Ivor’s 
photographs led to some research being 
done on the first residents and houses 
there and it is interesting to see the 
development of that part of Upper Coll.

All our regular features are there to be 
enjoyed,to which do you turn first?  Litir 
Dhachaigh? From the Manse? Back 
in Time? Or is it Anns a’ Ghàrradh? 
Considering the wet and windy weather 
we have had over the past while, things 
are looking generally positive Anns a’ 
Gharradh! We now hope for a golden 
September.

Anna Tucker

Front cover: Coll Beach from Coll 
Caves courtesy of Chris Murray.
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As NA 
BAilteAN

Nicolson Institute for many years. He 
was also a well-respected elder in 
the Free Church on Kenneth Street. 
Their marriage, however, was sadly 
cut short when William ( Bill), died 
suddenly and very unexpectedly in 
1967 while still an active teacher in 
the school.

Some time after resuming her 
nursing duties she married Rev A. 
Sutherland. He predeceased her 
several years ago.

Finally, it can be recorded that 
Christina as a person and as a nurse 
was a very professional individual. 
She was warm, quiet- spoken and 
patient. The welfare of her patients 
came first and she was ever ready 
to encourage and restore confidence 
and hope when they were needed. 
She was also a professing Christian 
for many years. Her closing years 
spent in sheltered care homes were 
years of assurance that the best was 
yet to come.

To her sister in law, nephews and 
nieces we send our sympathy.

The Late Donald Macleod (Dollan 
Cheiteag Murchaidh Bharant)

With the death of Donald, or 
Samson, as he was known to many, 
on Thursday 30 July at the age of 
ninety three, the number of local 
WW11 veterans who wrote about 
their experiences in Loch a Tuath 
News ten years ago, in June 2005, 
has dwindled to just one.

On the 60th anniversary of the end 
of the Second World War, Donald 
Macleod, CFL RAF wrote “I was 

BAck/VAtisker

Condolences

Several families in the district have 
experienced the loss of dear ones 
in recent weeks and months and 
we extend to one and all, belated 
but sincere sympathy. At the end of 
May, many living in this community 
were sorry to hear of the passing of 
the late Christina Sutherland, fondly 
known by relatives and friends as 
Cairistiona Thormoid Mhurchaidh 
Oig, who was born at No. 2 Lighthill 
in the early 1920s. She was the 
second daughter of Norman and 
Kate Macritchie (nee Stewart). The 
entire Macritchie family of three boys 
and two girls were highly respected 
throughout the entire locality.

Murdo, the eldest son, served in the 
R.N. during the Second World War 
and then went on to study success-
fully at the Free Church College. 
Further study followed at the 
Westminster Theological Seminary. 
After that he accepted a call from the 
F. C. in Livonia. From the U.S.A. he 
came back to Scotland to become 
the minister of the largest denomi-
nation, in Stornoway. Norman, the 
other son also emigrated to Detroit 
where he married and set up home. 
He married Annie Dhòmhnaill Bran 
from Outend Coll and although her 
husband passed away years ago, his 
widow and family continued to visit 
Lewis regularly. Seòras Thormoid 
stayed at home, weaved and provid-
ed valuable company for his elderly 
mother to the end. The elder daugh-
ter married a police officer and lived 
in Glasgow until he retired. Then 
the entire Macdonald family of three 
sons relocated to Lewis. Kenneth, 
the father, became known as ‘Kenny 
Crofter’. He was manager of Lewis 
Crofters for many years.

Christina Thormoid, who outlived 
all her siblings, trained as a nurse 
“in the old way of nursing”. It is not 
known where she gained her post 
qualifying experience but she is 
remembered nursing in the mater-
nity Ward of the old Lewis Hospital 
on Goathill Road.

She married William Macleod, 
Principal teacher of Classics at the 

a Gunner/ Driver and after D Day 
and the invasion of Europe I served 
in Holland, Belgium, Denmark and 
Germany. Our task was to follow the 
Allied advance and as each airfield 
was captured we took over the air-
fields captured.

I was in Germany on VE day, and 
to celebrate, beer kegs were set up 
on a roadside bank and a pint was 
offered to all who passed. I recall 
that the German civilians were in a 
sad state and frequently scavenged 
in our trash bins for something to 
eat.”

Dollan, as he was frequently 
referred to, was small of stature but 
a ‘Samson’ mentally and physically, 
for he could face and deal with dif-
ficult situations with confidence and 
boldness. He showed these qualities 
when he played for Back F.C. and 
then for many years as a fair but firm 
referee. He knew the rules, and in 
the most heated dispute his decision 
stood. He was for a long time the 
only qualified referee on the island.

Like many other ex-servicemen in 
the area he resumed weaving for 
a time and when Back Transport 
Company was set up, with its depot 
and office situated at the site now 
occupied by Gordon and Carrots, 
Samson played an important role in 
the service and in the office duties.

When Tolsta school children of sec-
ondary age were transferred to Sgoil 
a’ Bhac they were conveyed there 
by William Shandy’s bus service and 
the initial driver used for the route 
was Donald. He got to know these 
pupils very well.

Weaving, peat cutting and many 
other interests kept him a busy, 
active man. In his leisure moments 
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As na Bailtean Pictures
Dolina Martin
(Back)

Alison 
Anne 

Bruce 
(Gress)

The Finlayson 
Family and Friends' 
Reunion in Tong 
Community Centre

Katherine 
Maclennan 
(Gress) and 
her proud 
dad

Paddy 
Sinclair with 

his Gold 
Duke of 

Edinburgh 
Award 
(Tong)

Jemma and
Caitlin at their

dancing competition
(Tong)More on p29
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he got involved in other local activi-
ties which contributed to the wel-
fare of the community. When the 
original Back Community associa-
tion was set up Donald was a sup-
portive prominent member.

When he eventually ‘slowed down’ 
a little he found employment with 
Stag bakeries in Stornoway.

When this short summary of 
Donald’s life is read, Violet, his 
very devoted wife for an unusu-
ally long number of years, and 
himself would have been married 
for seventy years. Sadly, his pass-
ing on 30 July deprived them of 
that anniversary. To Violet and his 
family of one son and three daugh-
ters, Alex Neil, Angela, Cathie Mary 
and Dolina and their families, we 
extend our sympathy in their time 
of sorrow.

P.C. Dolly Retires

On 2 August Dolina Martin, (bean 
Purdy Dhollain), retired after thir-
ty years’ service with Northern 
Constabulary and latterly Police 
Scotland.

Her various postings make inter-
esting reading. She passed out as 
a smart, young police officer from 
Tulliallan Police College in 1985 
and in that same year she took up 
duties in Fort William where she 
stayed for four years. In 1989 came 
a life-changing move to Stornoway 
where she ‘arrested’ the attention 
of a singing bus driver/ mechanic 
who needed no hand-cuffs to say “I 
do” and “I will do anything for you, 
dear”.

The young couple built a house in 
the Poileagan and it was hoped 
they would stay for some time but 
when the honeymoon was over, 
Dolly was moved to Uig, Isle of 
Skye, where she remained for six 
years (2001-2007). Her last move 
was to Dingwall and it was there 
that Purdy polished a genuine 
Black Isle accent, an addition to his 
repertoire!

We wish Dolly many years of retire-
ment. Purdy will have to wait a few 
more years for his pension book.

Isobel Mairi Compton
Rev. Kent Compton and family in 
Canada and the Campbell family in 
Lewis would like to thank all those 
who prayerfully remembered them 
during Isobel Mairi's sudden illness. 
Thankfully, she is now discharged 
from hospital and is convalesc-
ing at her home in Prince Edward 
Island but she is still in need of your 
prayers.

2 Vatisker, Back.

coll
Congratulations

Congratulations to Eilidh Walker, 43 
Coll who graduated from Glasgow 
Caledonia University with BSc 
(Hons) in building surveying. Eilidh 
is the daughter of Murdo and Joan 
Etta. She has taken up employment 
with J& E Shepherd, Chartered 
Surveyors in Inverness. Well done 
Eilidh, in your chosen career.

New Beginnings

We would like to wish all the best 
to Thomas Cunningham 82 Coll , 
Rhia Maclean 35 Coll, and Colleen 
Currie ‘Dunamhoig’, 42 Coll, who 
all started school for the first time 
in August, and to all the pupils who 
left the primary to go to the Nicolson 
for the first time. Remember school 
days are the best days of your life!

Bereavements 

Our sympathy goes to the family
of Katie Ann Macleod (nighean 
Alex John), formerly 63 Coll, who 
passed away on the 28 June 2015 
at Ballifeary Residential Care Home 
Inverness, aged 92 years. Katie Ann 
and her husband Donald moved to 
Inverness many years ago where 
they were running the Moyness 
Hotel. Her daughter Margaret and 
son Alex John and their families, 
sisters Dollag and Mary Ann are all 
in our thoughts at this sad and dif-
ficult time.

On 11 July news came to the vil-
lage that John Macdonald, 27 
Coll, or Iain Bunait as he was 
better known, had passed away 
in the Southern General Hospital 
in Glasgow. Although Iain was in 

indifferent health for a number of 
years, his passing was a shock to 
his many neighbours, friends and 
all his relatives who are also in our 
thoughts at this sad time.

Our sympathy also goes to Jim and 
Alice Currie ‘Dunamhoig’, 42 Coll, 
on the passing of his Uncle Angus 
Macaffer in Islay, also all other 
friends and relatives. 

Gress
Good Wishes
We are pleased to see Erica 
Bashford Brown, (Mackinnon, 27 
Gress) home on holiday after com-
pleting all her treatments. 

Eileen Budgeon, 28 Gress, is also 
home after her surgery. We hope 
they both continue to keep well and 
that the Gress sunshine and fresh 
air will help in their recovery.

Condolences
We send our sympathy to Angus 
and Lena Maclennan and family 
on the passing of Angus’ father 
Calum (Blackie), Govig, in July 
,aged 85 years. He was well known 
throughout Harris and beyond, and 
is greatly missed.

New Pupils
Ruaraidh MacPhail, 36 Gress, 
has gone to Back School. Josh 
MacDonald, 32 Gress and Angus 
Graham, 51 Gress, have gone to 
Stornoway schools. We are sure 
they will enjoy the beginning of their 
many school days. Best wishes to 
them all.

Grass Cutting
Thank you to Donald Macleod (Am 
Bird) who once again cut the grass 
on the machair so that all the chil-
dren and teenagers could meet and 
have a game of football.

Graduations
Congratulations to Alison Anne 
Bruce on her graduation from the 
University of Aberdeen with a First 
Class Honours Degree in Gaelic 
Studies with distinction in spo-
ken Gaelic. Alison is the daugh-
ter of Gavin and Amanda Bruce, 
Inverness, and the granddaughter of 
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Murdina and the late John Ferguson, 
15 Gress, and Lottie and the late 
Neil Bruce, Carbost, Isle of Skye.

On the 25th of June, Alexander 
Charles Maclennan (mac Iain Ailig 
Sheogaidh agus Lilian), 24 Gress, 
was a very proud father as his 
daughter Katherine graduated from 
Durham University with a First 
Class degree in Mathematics. The 
sun shone and champagne glasses 
were raised to Katherine, and also 
to her brother John who had recent-
ly graduated from Glasgow School 
of Art with a degree in Architecture. 
Both are now taking some time to 
travel before joining the working 
world and will be visiting home in 
Lewis soon.  

Pipe Band Success
Well done to Geraldine and Euan 
Cowan who were part of the Lewis 
Pipe Band which won the runners 
up trophy in their category at the 
World Pipe Band Championship. 
The event known as The Worlds 
had more than 200 bands from 
across the globe playing in eight 
different grades. What an achieve-
ment!

Congratulations
Congratulations go to Isabelle Bain 
on passing her driving test, we 
wish you safe driving! Isabelle is 
the only student leaving the village 
for university this year. She is going 
to Glasgow University to study law 
and we hope she settles in well and 
enjoys her studies.

toNG
Village Condolences
The community was shocked and 
saddened to learn of the sudden 
death of Gary Alexander MacIver, 
having taken ill suddenly while at 
sea. Gary was the son of Kenny 
Murdo and Bell MacIver, 22 
Clachan Biorach Tong, to whom 
we extend our heartfelt sympathy. 
We also extend our heartfelt sym-
pathy to Gary’s widow, Caroline, 
61 Garrabost. We remember his 
beloved children at this time, also 
his only brother Graham and the 
extended family. Kenny Murdo 
and Bell were overwhelmed by 

the support they received from the 
community and they wish to sin-
cerely thank all those who thought 
of them in so many practical ways 
during the days following the news 
of their tragic loss.

We also extend our sincere sym-
pathy to Kenny Macphail, his wife 
Anne and the girls, Tong Park, 
whose father Malcolm, passed 
away recently. We continue to 
remember Kenny and his family at 
this very sad time for them all.

Get Well Wishes
We send get well wishes to Annie 
Mary and Murdo MacDonald, 15B 
Aird Tong, who have both had 
surgery recently. We are pleased 
that they are both recuperating at 
home. They are thankful for the 
support they received from family 
and friends during a very anxious 
time. We hope that they will both 
make a complete recovery.

Visitors from Abroad
We reported in the last issue that 
Mary and John McNeil spent a few 
weeks at home from New Zealand. 
Since then a few more villagers 
came home. Billy MacFarlane 
came home to visit his brother and 
sisters in Tong. Angus Finlayson 
spent time with his brother on 
the mainland before visiting other 
relatives in Tong. Both Billy and 
Angus travelled from New Zealand. 
Donald (Weems) Macleod’s daugh-
ter Christine also came home from 
New Zealand to visit her aunt 
Annabel at 14 Aird Tong. Alison 
Ann, along with her husband and 
family, came from Dubai to spend a 
month with her dad Willie at 25 Aird 
Tong. Chrissie (Kenny Sticky) and 
her husband travelled from Canada 
to visit family. We trust that they all 
had a memorable time in the village 
and had a safe journey back to their 
own homes.

Dancing Success
Best friends, Jemma Shand, daugh-
ter of Alison Ann, formerly 25 
Aird Tong, and Caitlin MacDonald, 
daughter of Maureen and Murdo 
Macdonald, Creagan Ard, Aird Tong, 
both did very well winning medals 

and trophies at the Lewis Highland 
Dance Society in Stornoway. They 
both also did well in another com-
petition in Uist. As Jemma returns 
to Dubai after the summer holidays 
she is very grateful to have been 
able to join in with lots of dancing 
classes and events with the Lyn 
MacLean Dancers.

Duke of Edinburgh Award
Paddy Sinclair recently received 
his Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award 
at Holyrood Palace. Paddy is the 
son of Iain and Trish Sinclair, 
Springside, Tong. Paddy is shortly 
going into his third year at Glasgow 
University.

Surprise Party for Family and 
Friends at Tong Community Centre

On Monday evening 3rd August a 
special family and friends’ evening 
was held at the Tong Community 
Centre as a surprise for Angus 
Finlayson ‘Angan’ and his son 
Doon, who were both visiting from 
Wellington, New Zealand, and for 
Angus’ brother Donald Ian from 
East Kilbride.

The Finlayson offspring were prom-
inent but were supported by a num-
ber of special friends.  Friends of 
old mingled, touching on old times 
with its changes.

The evening was blessed by the 
singing of Ian MacKay, an old 
Gaelic favourite, supported by his 
team of musicians.

Our special thanks goes to Anne, 
Cathy and John Alex for their work 
behind the scene, making this even-
ing a total success – supported also 
by our extended family and special 
friends who shared the evening.

The evening will live long in our 
memories.

Thank you all,
Angus, Doon and Donald Ian.

Upper coll

Sràid Iosal Junior Sporting Stars 
Congratulations go to Joel Graham 
13b Upper Coll and Cara Macritchie 
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12 Upper Coll who were the Junior 
Sports Champions P1-3 at Sgoil a’ 
Bhac.

Holiday Visitors

Many visitors were welcomed to 
homes in the village over the sum-
mer months. Family members 
returned to visit relatives and friends 
and there were also those whose 
visit was their first one to the island. 
We hope it won’t be their last! 

One returning visitor was William 
John Macritchie (mac Dollan and 
Katie Ann Phòisean) to 7 Upper 
Coll. William’s visit reminded us that 
on an t-Sraid Iosal there are three 
residents who have all received an 
Honour from the Queen, which must 
be quite unusual for such a short 
distance. The three recipients are 
photographed in Upper Coll on page 
27; William John received the MBE 
for services to Mountain Rescue 
with RAF in Fort William, Calum 
Iain Graham (Duff) received the 
MBE for services to the community 
and Kenny Maciver who received 
the OBE for services to Gaelic 

Broadcasting and the community. 
Calum Iain is also seen on page 
23 for further services to the island 
football community

At 30 Upper Coll Joan Murray was 
pleased to have her sister Catriona, 
and brother in law Iain (Iain a’ 
Mhinistear), at home for two weeks. 
Iain enjoyed his daily walks on Coll 
Beach and the statutory shopping 
for marag dhubh supplies was done 
before he and Catriona returned to 
the mainland!

New Academic Session
New P1 pupils from the village who 
started school in August are Hannah 
Stewart in P1 at GM Sgoil Lacasdal, 
Lilia Macdonald, Jamie Macritchie 
and Sebastian Morrison who are 
all in GM Sgoil a’ Bhac and Jamie 
Catherine Macaskill EM Sgoil a’ 
Bhac.

Tearlach Barden, Stac Li, Upper Coll
is going to the University of Aberdeen 
to study Biology.

Donna Mairi Maciver, our monthly 
columnist, is having a career change 

and has just begun her PGDE at 
Strathclyde University where she 
will be studying to gain her quali-
fication to teach History through 
the medium of Gaelic in secondary 
education.

We wish them all well.

Edinburgh Festival Fringe

Sean Macleod (mac Christina, nighean 
aig Ian Mhicdùgaill agus Ishbel), for-
merly of Gearraidh Ghuirm and now 
living in Bayble, is taking part in the 
acclaimed multimedia Gaelic play 
Sequamur, written by D.S. Murray and 
being performed at the Assembly rooms 
at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe. The 
play, premiered in an Lanntair in 2014, 
has toured many Scottish venues and 
after the fringe performances will move 
on to Glasgow, Belfast, London and 
Ypres in Belgium. Sequamur reflects 
on William Gibson, charismatic rector 
of the Nicolson Institute from1894-
1925, whose inspirational leadership 
led many young men from Lewis  to go 
to fight  and the subsequent anguish 
experienced by Gibson as the losses 
became apparent.

For some time the Editorial committee of Loch a Tuath 
News has remained the same, but we find that as 
inevitably happens, there are now changes.

We are delighted to welcome two new members to 
the committee, Louise Reeves, Upper Coll and Laura 
Graham, Catherine Hill.  

We are sad to lose Norman Smith, Gress who has 
been on the committee for some years and also Mal 
Macleod, Upper Coll.

Mal has been in charge of sales and distribution and 
has stalwartly collected the magazine from Hebrides 
Haulage and delivered it to all outlets every month. He 
has also efficiently produced our sales statistics. Our 
chair person, Willie Maclean has very kindly agreed to 
take over distribution and sales. Mary Ann Davidson, 
our vice chair, has been in charge of subscriptions 
and is having to relinquish that responsibility, but we 
are pleased she is staying on as a committee mem-
ber. We are grateful that Laura is now going to take 
up that important duty. 

Just reading that paragraph, it is apparent just how 
much effort, in many ways, is put into running the 
magazine. As time goes on, for whatever reason, 
there will be changes and that is why we now appeal 
to YOU to help in any way. Without continued addi-
tional volunteers, the magazine could grind to a halt. 
We hope that some more volunteers will join us and 
if you feel you could make a contribution or would 
like to join the committee, please get in touch with 
a committee member or come along to a committee 
meeting. Meetings are held on the second Tuesday 
of each month in the creche at the church at 7.30pm. 
You would be made most welcome. All contact details 
are on Page 2.

In March, at the end of the present volume of Loch a 
Tuath News, Anna, the editor is relinquishing her role, 
although she will continue as a committee member 
and as Upper Coll correspondent (and a help to the 
new editor!). If you feel you could fill that key role, or 
know someone who can, please get in touch. 

Loch a Tuath News
Editorial Committee Changes
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From the Manse
Light

As the light fades and autumn casts its shadow the bright 
long days of summer begin to diminish.  The gospel reminds 
us that Jesus remains the abiding ‘light of the world’ (John 
8:12).  His light doesn’t fade or fail.  His enduring light is of 
great comfort to many, particularly during the long, bleak and 
dark days of winter.  

While Alexander the Great was still in his early teens, 
Philonicus the Thessalonian offered to sell Philip, Alexander’s 
father, his horse, Bucephalus, a trained but vicious animal.  
Philip took his son along to see the horse go through his 
paces, but the stallion proved so unmanageable that none 
of the men could even mount him.  However, Alexander 
noted that he seemed to be afraid of his own shadow, so he 
calmed the horse by turning his head toward the sun.  Then 
Alexander mounted the horse and by keeping him looking 
toward the sun, got him under control.

Just like Alexander’s horse, when we look to Jesus ‘the sun 
of righteousness’ (Malachi 4:2) all our shadows immediately 
falls behind us.  Jesus says ‘whoever follows me, will not 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life’ (John 8:12).  
The closer we walk to Jesus the more light we will have.  The 
further we walk away from Jesus, the deeper the shadows.

The eight key characteristics of light, as underlined by C F 
Bundy, can be applied to Jesus – ‘the true light’ (John 1:9).  
They are as follows:

1. The nearer we are to the source, the brighter the light 
appears.
2. Light reveals; the brighter the light, the more revealing it is.
3. Light reflects more clearly from a clean surface.
4. Light reveals uncleanness but cannot itself be adulterated.
5. Light is nothing to the blind: they cannot see it or appreci-
ate it.
6. A person walking with his face away from the light walks in 
his own shadow, hence in darkness.
7. A person walking toward the light walks in the light.
8. Light cannot dwell with darkness or darkness with light.

C F Bundy’s eight features are filled with gospel truths.  Are 
we looking to Jesus in our own lives? 

David says, ‘For with you is the source of life; In your light we 
see light’ (Psalm 36:9).

Have you seen the light?

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services in 
Back and Tong during September 2015 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 6 September

11am:    Rev Alasdair I Macleod 
11am:    Rev Alasdair I Macleod  (Gaelic)
6pm:    Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 13 September

11am:    Dr Martin Haworth (Latin Link)
11am:    Rev Donald A Macdonald   (Gaelic)
6pm:    Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 20 September

11am:    Rev Calum I Macleod
11am:    Rev Kenneth M Ferguson (Gaelic)
6pm:    Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 27 September

11am:    Rev Alasdair I Macleod 
11am:    Rev Calum I Macleod   (Gaelic)
6pm:    Pastor Vitalie Schiopu (Moldova)

Tong Mission House
Sunday 6 September

11am:    Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 13 September

6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon    (Gaelic)

Sunday 20 September

11am: Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 27 September

6pm:  Mr Neil Murray     (Gaelic)

September Service Times 
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Gearraidh Ghuirm    28-42 Upper Coll

Chrissie Maclean 
39  Upper Coll

Annie Maciver (Anna Dhòmhnaill Iain Bhàin), 
36 Upper Coll with Wilson. (Her brother Murdo 
named the dog after Harold Wilson the Labour 
Prime Minister, although apparently that is not 
where his political loyalties lay!)

Murdo Maciver 
(Murchadh 
Bodach) 

36 Upper 
Coll

Iomhair a' Charagain, 34 Upper Coll, at the loom.

Mary Anne Graham (Ullag), 40 Upper Coll
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We are pleased to share some more of Ivor Mackay’s 
1988 images of Gearraidh Ghuirm residents. These 
images have inspired a journey through the original 
village houses, after the crofts were apportioned. 

Catriona Stewart (nighean Mhurchaidh a’ Charagain), 
34 Upper Coll, is the oldest 
resident in the original 
Gearraidh Ghuirm (com-
prising those houses 
and crofts which are 
in total Numbers 
28-42 Upper Coll). 
There are six 
houses on the 
west of the main 
road, Numbers 
28-33, and nine 
houses on the 
east side of the 
main road, Numbers 
34-42).

Catriona still lives in what 
has been her family home 
since 1934. Her first home was in fact a thatched house 
into which the family moved in1931, on the site of what 
is now her barn, and where the family lived until the 
new house was completed in 1934 by her father, Murdo. 
Catriona’s brother Ivor is seen photographed at his loom.

The first house to be built in Gearraidh Ghuirm, in the 
early twenties, was Taigh Lidy at No.28, across the road 
from what is the present No.28. It was bought by George 
Matheson (Seòras an Towrie), Tong, who was married to 
Murdina from Leurbost.

No. 29, Taigh a’ Bhorbair, was built by John Mackenzie, 
Back. His daughter 
Ishbel and her hus-
band Iain Stewart 
(MhicDùgaill) still 
live there. The build-
ing of the house was 
delayed and John 
and Isabella (nee 
Macmillan) were liv-
ing at 35 Vatisker, 
where twins Isabella 
and Angus were 
born. Very sadly, 
John’s wife, Isabella 
died very shortly 
after giving birth 
to Isabella and her 
brother Angus, and 
she did not live to 
see the house com-
pleted. John then 
went back to live in 
Back with his sister who helped him bring up Ishbel and 
Angus. In November 1950 he and his family returned to 
No. 29 where he spent the rest of his life. 35 Vatisker, 
Ishbel’s mother’s home, saw a wedding, two births and a 
funeral within a year.

No.30 was built by John Morrison, (an Tony), and in 
1948 the croft was passed to Roderick Murray (Ruaraidh 
Uisdean). Joan, Roderick’s daughter still lives there.

No. 31, Taigh Anndra belonged to Andrew Stewart, 26 
Coll. His brother had a shop in Coll, (Bùth Niall Anndra.)  
Kenneth Macdonald, Mac Aonghais Choinnich Aonghais 
(An Tuins) from Tobson, to whom the croft was passed, 
still lives there with his wife Brenda.

At No.32, were Kenneth Macleod (Coinneach Niall Barant) 
and his wife Mary (Graham), daughter of Uisdean na 
Banntraich, 41 Upper Coll. Mary died just over a month 
after the birth of their daughter, also Mary, who was born 
in March 1938. Coinneach and his young daughter then 
went to live at 2 Coll, his old home. 

No.33 was the home of Donald Graham (Dòmhnall 
Sgurd). He and his wife and eldest son Angus emigrated 
to the United States but later returned. They lived in Coll 
until the house was built and his daughter, Murdina, who 
was born in the United States, lived in the family home 
until her death in 2013.

Over on the east side of the main road, No. 39 was the 
next house to be built after Taigh Lidy. This was built by 
John Graham, (Iain am Banntraich), the father of Chrissie 
Maclean (seen in photo). However, when Chrissie was 
only three her father died and she and her mother Mary, 
who was left a widow in her twenties, went to live in Coll at 
her grandfather’s. She and her mother returned to live in 
the house before Chrissie’s marriage to Donald Maclean 
in the early fifties. Donald survived Chrissie and he lived 
there until shortly before his death in 2013.

Numbers 36, 38 and 42 Upper Coll were all built at the 
same time, begun in 1924 and completed around 1927. 

No.36 was built by Donald Maciver, and two of his children, 
Murdo (Murchadh Bodach) and 
Annie (Anna Dhòmhnaill 
Iain Bhàin) (both pho-
tographed) lived in 
the house until their 
deaths. Catriona 
remembers Murdo 
and Annie as older 
children out play-
ing when she came 
to No.34 as a tod-
dler. Murdo is fondly 
remembered by many 
for his imaginative storytell-
ing.

Etta and Mal Macleod still live at 
Number 38, where Etta was brought up. Their house was 
built by her grandfather who came from Knock, Point, and 
it was completed in 1927.

No. 42 was built by John Maclean (Iain an Dhòmhnaill, 
Back), and his wife Mary Anne. (Numbers 40 and 42 
were very unusual for their time in that they had walled 
gardens. The walls were constructed of poured concrete. 

Catriona 
Stewart

Donald 
Maciver 

36 Upper Coll 
(Dòmhnall Iain Bhàin, father 
of Annie and Murdo)

John Mackenzie (Borbair) and his 
wife Isabella, looking forward to 

living in their new home at No 29.
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Berries, rhubarb and flowers were grown within the shel-
ter of the walls).

No. 34, Catriona Stewart’s present home was built in 
1934.

No. 35 was built by Alex Stewart (Ailigan Beag).

No. 37, Taigh a’ Bhog, was built by Kenneth Maciver, mac 
a’ Bhog, the uncle of Kenny and Morag Nicolson. Kenny 
still lives there.

Further along, No.40 is the house built by Donald 
Graham, Dòmhlan na Banntraich, who was married to 
Seonaid Niall Bharrant. Mary Ann Ullag, photographed on 
the croft, was married to their son William John.

No. 41 was Taigh Uisdean na Banntraich, built by Donald 
Graham. His daughter Mary, as mentioned before, mar-
ried Kenneth Macleod, Coinneach Niall Bharant, of 32 
Upper Coll.

Growing up in Gearraidh Ghuirm

Catriona Stewart reminisces that when she was school 
age, there were over twenty children who played and 
grew up together. They all walked daily to Tong School. 
At that time there was no school canteen so the children 
took their pios agus còco at friends’ houses in Tong. Later, 
the children were able to have their piosan agus còco in a 
room in the school. Catriona took hers to Alex Thomson’s 

at 4 Tong Park. Alex later lived at 40 Upper Coll, where his 
widow, Joan, still lives.

One event at school which sticks in Catriona’s mind is the 
occasion when she and some other pals heard that there 
were peacocks at Tong Farm. She and her classmates 
were desperate to see the peacocks’ tails fanned out and 
showing off all the beautiful colours, so off they went to 
view the peacocks during their lunch break. Unfortunately, 
they got so carried away with the sight of the exotic look-
ing birds that they forgot the time and were late coming 
back to school. On that occasion they got a warning, 
but on the following day the same misdemeanour was 
repeated. On that occasion, no sympathy was given and 
the miscreants were all strapped.

All pupils stayed in Tong School at that time until the age 
of fourteen. Murdo Graham (Sgurd) was the first pupil 
from Gearraidh Ghuirm to go from Tong School to Back 
School.

All the houses in the village had sheep and a cow, and 
everyone supported each other in times of need. Today, 
new families are moving in to Gearraidh Ghuirm, new 
houses are being built and the village is still thriving but in 
a very different way.

It is interesting to note, that out of the original population 
of Gearraidh Ghuirm, four people died young, leaving very 
young families, at Nos. 28, 29, 32 and 39.

Loch a Tuath Councillors Catriona 
Stewart and Donald Crichton 
recently hosted Councillor 
Angus Finlayson of 
Lower Hutt, Wellington, 
New Zealand, to a 
lunch at the Council 
Offices. Councillor John 
A was unable to attend 
and gave his apologies. 

Angus (Angan Iomhair) was 
back home accompanied by his 
brother Domhnall Iain visiting his 

relatives and friends in his native 
Aird Tong.  

Angus has been a Councillor 
on Hutt City Council for the 
last 21 years and will be 
standing down next year.  
He is pictured holding a 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
crest which he will present 

to the local Mayor of Hutt 
City Council when he returns to 

Wellington. 

Councillor Angus Finlayson, Lower Hutt, 
Wellington, New Zealand

Community Hut
NOTIFICATION OF WORKS

The Loch a Tuath Community Hut continues to be a busy 
and thriving facility in the area.  As part of the ongoing 
development process the building needs a new roof.  We 
are currently in the process of applying for grant aid to 
cover the cost of this.  One of the conditions of application 
is that the community involved should be notified of the pro-
posed work.  Therefore, this opportunity is taken to inform 

all current 'Hut' users along with the extended community 
of the plans.  

It is also hoped to extend the current kitchen facilities to 
meet the increasing demand from users when catering for 
larger events.

The use of the building should not be affected during these 
works and all users are thanked for their support and 
patience during this time.

For any further information please contact 820646/820552

A.T.
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The modernisation and redesign of the home care 
service is now underway with the establishment of the 
administration and payroll section complete. In May 
the new management arrangements were introduced, 
with home care supervisors now operating an even-
ing and weekend on-call service to provide support 
to home carers during key times out with office hours.

The home care service continues to operate closely 
with colleagues in the Faire out-of-hours service and 
initial feedback of these new support structures has 
been positive.

In the Tong to Tolsta area the home care service has 
experienced a significant increase in demand, with an 
almost 30% increase of service need within the past 
year. This has presented some service pressures, 
which unfortunately has led to a delay for a small 
number of service users in leaving hospital.  The next 
key stage of the home care redesign will concentrate 
on the introduction of new contracts for the home 
care workforce which will support recruitment, and the 
retention of staff so that the service is more able to 
meet the needs of local older people.

The Community Meals service which began in Uist 
and Barra last year has now been fully rolled out 
in Lewis and Harris. The Maclean Bakery meals 
are produced in Benbecula and people also have 
the choice of meals produced by national company 
Appetito. Ordering and delivery of all meals is through 
Maclean's Bakery. This initiative has led to the crea-
tion of five new jobs in the Islands.

Excellent feedback has been received thus far 
about both Maclean's and Appetito's range of meals. 
Maclean's Bakery receives direct feedback during 
their deliveries and they appreciate feedback as they 
are constantly striving to refine their recipes in line 
with suggestions and ideas.

The Community Meal service is not only for those who 
use the home care service or who have care and sup-
port needs, but open to all. Should you wish to learn 
more about the Community Meal service, Maclean's 
Bakery can be contacted directly on 01870 602 659.

The Comhairle and NHS Western Isles have worked 
in partnership with the Scottish Government to access 
additional money to enhance the residential and res-
pite provision available in the Islands. Respite beds 
are being commissioned in Bethesda Nursing Home, 

Leverburgh Care Home and the Doigheag respite 
facility in Uist. The development at Doigheag is now 
complete and Leverburgh has extended the existing 
care home to enable additional accommodation to 
be created. Bethesda have been working to create a 
package of investment, including a significant private 
contribution representing the Trump family who have 
connections with Tong. This will enable internal works 
to be completed which will create nine additional bed 
spaces to help address the demand for residential 
care in our communities.

New laws have been introduced which mean that 
when a death occurs, burial cannot take place until the 
death is registered. In practice this means that families 
must contact their local Registrar's office before con-
firming funeral arrangements. This is to ensure that 
death certification processes are robust and appropri-
ate safeguards are in place. However, the legislation 
presents some challenges within the Western Isles 
where it has been customary to make arrangements 
for funerals within two to three days of the death 
occurring and registration routinely took place after 
the burial. Under the new system, death registration 
must be carried out before burial and, when a case 
is selected for medical review, the registration cannot 
continue until this review is completed.

NHS Western Isles are leading on the communication 
of the new arrangements as a medical practitioner will 
be either present or called to complete the Medical 
Certificate of Cause of Death. This is the form required 
to be taken to the Registrar's in order to register a 
death.

Churches and funeral directors are aware of the 
changes and are providing advice to those bereaved.

Comhairle Column Catriona Stewart

Back Brownies are restarting for 
the new term in September.  There 
are spaces available for any girls 
aged 7-10 who would like to join us.  
Please contact Katherine 820552 for 

further details.

LATN September 2015.indd   13 27/08/2015   21:14:52



14

LATN September 2015.indd   14 27/08/2015   21:14:57



15

LATN September 2015.indd   15 27/08/2015   21:14:59



16

Roving Reporters
The start of a new session is always a busy time and our 
reporters have lots of information for readers. Faith and 
Kelci (P7), along with Sarah (P6) and Ruby (P4) have 
been diligently checking on all the latest news. Great start, 
reporters!

Good Luck Wishes
Everyone in Tong School would like to wish Miss Maclean, 
our P2/3 teacher in 2014/15, very best wishes on her new 
job in Aberdeen. We would like to add another big thank 
you to Miss Maclean for giving up her time and help-
ing with the Mod and after school clubs. Good luck and 
please come back and visit!

We would like to wish Mrs Lloyd, our classroom assistant, 
a very happy retirement.  We all join in with saying a big 
thank you to Mrs Lloyd for all her years of helping at Tong 
School. She was a very cheerful lady who was always 
happy to help others. We are very grateful to Mrs Lloyd 
for all her work in each classroom and in particular for all 
her assistance with Eco Schools’ activities.

Mrs Mackenzie, our Music Teacher, has also recently 
retired. Thank you, Mrs Mackenzie, for all your music 
lessons and always planning something fun to do every 
week.

Sgoil Àraich

During the summer an extension was added to our school 
and we now have a bright and colourful Sgoil Àraich.  
There are lots of fun games for the children and they 
will have fun learning Gaelic.  Dina, who was our school 
auxiliary, and Dawn help the children in the Sgoil Àraich. 

Welcoming New Pupils
This very exciting new term of school has started and 
eleven new pupils have come to join us. The new Primary 
One class of ten pupils and Arran (who has joined P3) 
have come to school and made lots of friends. We 

welcome all new the 
pupils and hope they 
enjoy being at Tong 
Primary School.

Welcome

We would like to give a very big welcome to Mrs 
Cheesman. Mrs Cheesman is our new P3/4 teacher. We 
hope you have lots of fun- filled times in Tong School.

We also warmly welcome Mrs Mackenzie as our new 
school secretary. We all wish you very many happy days 
in Tong School.

Dina and Dawn in the Sgoil Araich

Tong School

Arran, our new friend in P3

Mrs Mackenzie, our new secretary

Mrs Cheesman
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Ashton Pidcock Cohen Gurung

Emma Murray Hannah Rough

Cailean Smith

Josh Macdonald Layla Mackenzie

Lachie Murray

Martin Macdonald Sam Macdonald
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Litir Dhachaigh Donna Màiri Maciver
This is one of the many photos 
I took on my recent summer 
holiday. It’s certainly not the 
most interesting snap that I’ve 
ever taken. It’s especially dull 
when I tell you there are no 
stunning vistas or azure seas 
to be seen if I’d shifted my lens 
just a fraction. It gets even less 
exciting when I tell you that I’m 
actually standing in a car park. 

As with many photos, there is 
more to this than meets the 
eye. Below my feet lies Adolf 
Hitler’s bunker. 

When you choose to visit a 
place like Berlin, you know 
there are certain things you can expect.  Places of inter-
est at every corner, statues, buildings and monuments 
with their own significance and rich legacies. What I didn’t 
expect was the wash of emotions that accompanied being 
confronted with the reality of this city’s history, especially 
considering how entwined it is with our own island story. 

My brief stop at the site of Hitler’s bunker came as part of 
a city-wide walking tour. I listened to our guide describe 
how the German people struggled to agree on what to do 
with the site around 
the bunker after 
World War Two. 
They did not want to 
create a place that 
could later become 
a shrine for those 
who still chose to 
subscribe to Hitler’s 
twisted beliefs. This 
is why it is now a 
car park and why 
the only hint to its 
historical signifi-
cance is a small 
information board. 
Standing beneath a 
tree, feeling grate-
ful for a moment of 
shade from the mid-
day sun, I thought 
of every islander, 
every fisherman, 
crofter and student 
who was ripped 
from a quiet life of 
peace and shipped to the front lines as a result of 
what was essentially one man’s crazed ideology. I 
thought of the families who were torn apart and frac-
tured for reasons that weren’t always clear to them. 
I thought of how my fellow Hebridean companion 
and I could travel so freely and see the world at our 
own pace, whereas many our age would have expe-
rienced their first taste of foreign life in the context of 
the bloody battles of war. It all came down to the man 

who met his self-inflicted end 
in the bowels of his beloved 
city, in a room below my feet.

This was not the last strange 
stop of our trip. Later we vis-
ited an exhibition in a build-
ing named the Topography of 
Terror. This detailed some of 
the Nazi’s actions through-
out WW2 and is built on the 
site where the notorious SS 
(Nazi Secret State Police) and 
Gestapo Headquarters once 
stood. The question of why 
someone would choose to visit 
such a site in the first place is 
not an unfair one. The answer 
I would give is best iterated 

by our tour guide who, when questioned about the nearby 
concentration camp of Sachsenhausen, answered “this 
is our past. We need to learn from it but we almost must 
try and move on”. These were not words to undermine 
the reality that was the horror of WW2 but served as a 
reminder that, as with all aspects of history, we need to 
confront what happened and remember how these situa-
tions arose.  I was reminded that her words were almost 
identical to those of the philosopher George Satyanana: 
“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to 

repeat it”. I recall my first encounter with these words 
– as an inscription on a wall in the Auschwitz-Birkenau 
Concentration Camp.  

Later that evening, as we found respite by the River 
Spree, I asked my friend what those who fought 
against the Nazi’s might have thought if they could 
have looked ahead and seen us that day: standing 
above the site of their enemy’s safe haven. We also 
wondered what Hitler would have thought of our multi-
nationality, multi-faith tour group walking freely and 
happily around the city he once envisioned as the 
centre of his new Aryan world empire. We could have 
forgiven ourselves for feeling somewhat pensive hav-
ing spent a day following the path of such a dark peri-
od of European history. But to stand in those spots, 
and watch people pass us by whilst enjoying the 
sunshine, laughing, talking and going about their busi-

ness freely brought a comfort 
that evil will never pre-

vail when there are 
forces of good to 

stand in its way. 
We agreed 
that not only 
did our 
forefathers’ 
s a c r i f i c e s 
manage to 
quash a fas-

cist; the rip-
ples of their 

hard won victory 
continue to expand 

and are still felt today.

Donna 
Mairi by 

the River 
Spree

Donna and Carol Ann Macleod 
(Outend Coll) in Berlin

Below my feet lies Adolf Hitler’s bunker
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifie
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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Back in Time           Aug/Sept 1945
News of Peace
When, before the official victory announcement, rumours 
were circulating that the Far Eastern War had come to a 
successful but abrupt termination, the prevailing expres-
sions were of incredulity and astonishment.  Though 
the final issue had been in no doubt whatever from the 
beginning, not even the most optimistic had expected 
the fanatical Japs to surrender so quickly and suddenly. 
Indeed, after almost 6 years of savage and continuous 
warfare, it is still hard to be dampened by a change of 
weather, everybody seemed to radiate new hope and hap-
piness. But, in the midst of our rejoicing and celebrations 
we sadly think of those who have made the supreme sac-
rifice.  We pray that their sacrifice has not been in vain, 
and that the ideals for which they fought and died will 
become a reality and not remain an unfulfillable dream.

Obituary
We regret to record the death of Mr Alan Macdonald, 
which occurred recently at 61 Back.  Though the 
deceased who was aged 78 years, suffered from impaired 
vision for a long time, he remained in his usual health 
until a few days prior to his passing.  The sympathy of 
the entire community is extended to the widow, 3 daugh-
ters and 2 sons, in their sore bereavement.

Two Honours Graduates
We congratulate two former pupils of Back Public 
School who have just completed their University courses 
with MA Honours degrees.  Catherine M Stewart, daugh-
ter of Mr and Mrs Norman Stewart, has graduated with 
2nd Class Honours in English at Edinburgh University.  
She was English medallist in the Nicolson Institute in 
1941, and entered Edinburgh University that year.  Annie 
M Mackenzie, FC Manse, Back, has taken 2nd Class 
Honours in Latin-Celtic at Aberdeen University.  In her 
5th year in the Nicolson Institute, she held the Macaulay 
Cup for Gaelic, and in the same year she won the 
MacPherson Bursary in the University bursary competi-
tion.  We wish them both every success in their careers.

Back Captain Rescued
From an American contemporary we learn that Captain 
William Macdonald (whose home is at 528 16th Ave, 
N Seattle), a son of the late Mr and Mrs Macdonald, 
Outend, Back, and five or six Seattle merchant sea-
men, have been rescued, when their ship, the “Canada 
Victory” was sunk recently while carrying supplies to 

Okinawa.  The vessel had been sunk by a Jap suicide 
pilot.  One member of the crew and two members of the 
armed guard were lost when the vessel sank.  Captain 
Macdonald and the other members were rescued by a 
Navy hospital ship and taken to the United States.  The 
pilot of the Jap suicide plane released a bomb which 
landed in the ship’s hold before the plane itself crashed 
into the vessel. Captain Macdonald, a veteran Seattle 
Master Mariner of the Alaska run, is well known in 
Seattle shipping circles.  He has sailed under the house 
flag of the Alaska Steam Ship Company since 1921, 
and served at various times as Master of the steamships 
“North Western” and “Cordova” and other ships in the 
Alaska Steamship Companies service.

On Leave and Demobbed

On leave at present are Cathie Macleod, WAAF, 1 
Gress;  James Macmillan, war work, 14 Gress;  John 
Ferguson, war work, 10 Gress;  Alexander J Macleod, 
RNR, 16 Upper Coll;  Donald Murray, RNR, 7 Upper 
Coll;  Evander Mackay,  RNR, 63 Coll;  writer George 
Macleod, RNR, 65 Coll;  Angus Murray, Royal Marines, 
Church St, Back; Donald Macinnes, RNR, 4 Gress;  
Angus J Maclean, RAMC, Keeper’s House, Gress;  
William Morrison, RNR, 34 Gress;  Alexander Graham, 
RNR, 41 Gress (after serving nearly 3 years abroad); 
John Murray, MN, Lighthill.

Demobbed are :- Donald Murray, 37 Gress;  Alexander 
Graham, 41 Gress;  Norman Macleod, New St, Back;  
Donald Cumming, 17 Upper Coll;  Malcolm Maciver, 
23 Upper Coll;  Donald Ferguson, 2 Gress;  Johnny 
Macleod, 1 Gress;  Mrs Campbell, 34 Gress;  Donald 
Martin, New St, Back;  Mrs Campbell, 26 Back and 
Murdo Maciver, Vatisker.

Harvest Work

The weather being favourable during the past week, 
good progress had been made with the cutting of oats in 
the district.  The majority have their hay and clover all 
stacked, and we shall soon be tackling that most hateful 
and backbreaking job – potato lifting. 

Congratulations

We take this opportunity of congratulating the Back 
football team on working their way up to the top of the 
league.  Well done, boys.  Keep it up!
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Calum Iain Graham, Upper Coll, was 
recently recognised for his contribution 
to the Eilean an Fhraoich Cup football 
competition.

A presentation was made to Calum Iain 
at the end of the Eilean an Fhraoich Cup 
Final in Carloway by committee chairman 
Kenny Macleod.  Calum Iain served as 
chairman of the organising committee 
from 1982 to 2013.   Although it was a 
disappointing result on the night for Back, 
Calum Iain's presentation lightened the 
mood as an outstanding record of service 
to Lewis football was recognised.

Calum Iain is pictured with committee chairman Kenny Macleod and an assorted group of football veterans and 
friends.

Eilean an Fhraoich Cup Competition

Football

The football season for Back F. C. was a disaster, main-
ly because players opted to play for other clubs, leaving 
management with a problem. Why those players opted 
not to play for the club bamboozles everyone; let’s hope 
that they will consider returning next year.  The club had 
a very good run in the Eilean an Fhraoich Cup reaching 
the final and narrowly losing to the West Side by 4 goals 
to 2. Now, that begs the question, having that team in 
the league, would we be in a higher position?

Bowls 

The indoor bowling season will be starting soon and as 
always we are looking for new members. If you wish to 
join, please get in touch with any of the committee, and 
make sure you attend the AGM which will be held in 
September. I know you will enjoy playing the game and 
also the banter and the friendship. Make sure you don't 
miss the opportunity!

D. A. Stewart 

Special Presentation

Football and Bowling Notes

A new award, to be given 
to an individual who has 
given special service to 
the community, is to be 
made by the Isle of Lewis 
Probus Club, sponsored 
by the County Hotel. The 
award, to be known as 
the R J Macleod Award, 
in memory of Roddie 
John (Barts) Macleod, 
who sadly passed away 
in 2013. Roddie John, for 
many years a teacher in 
The Nicolson Institute, 
contributed much to the community in many ways, 

and it was felt appropriate 
to create the award in his 
name.

The award, in the form of 
a Quaich, will be awarded 
annually in November. 
Nominations should be 
made by the end of the 
October by any organisa-
tion on the island. Forms 
for this can be obtained 
from the Probus Club 
Secretary, Colin Tucker, 
10c Upper Coll, HS2 0LS, 
or from the County Hotel.

The Roderick J Macleod Award A new award for service 
in the Community
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Gaisgich a' Bhac - The Fallen of Back Village 
1914-1919
As communities across Britain mark the centenary 
of World War 1 it has been suggested that here in 
the Loch a Tuath district we also should pay trib-
ute to those who made the ultimate sacrifice in the 
service of King and Country. In the next few edi-
tions of LATN we shall remember the fallen of Back 
village and attempt to inform readers of the back-
ground to the rows of names engraved on our War 
Memorial. In doing so we will tell not just where the 
men died but who their people were and who their 
relations are living in the district today. As well as 
relying on local anecdotes this small assignment 
has taken as its principal sources the Loyal Lewis 
Roll of Honour, Bill Lawson's Croft History of Back, 
Malcolm MacDonald's WW1 publications and the 
Faces from the Lewis War Memorial website. The 
servicemen's details are brief but hopefully read-
ers will still consider this to be a worthwhile pro-
ject. It would be good if it would encourage others 
to record the contributions made by the men of 
Vatisker, Coll and Tong in future editions of LATN. 
Given the passage of time since these events took 
place it is inevitable that errors will be made; read-
ers are invited to contact any LATN committee 
member if this is so and corrections will appear 
later. The order in which the servicemen's names 
appear is the same as that engraved on the Back 
War Memorial.

Part 1 - Ceann a' Deas a' Bhac

Donald Mackay, 3 Back

Domhnall a' Ghoill, Back's 
first fatality of the Great 

War, was the only son 
of Murdo Mackay, 23 
Back and Kenina 
(nee Mackenzie), 48 
Coll. When his moth-
er died he came to 
live at 3 Back, the 
home of Mrs Chirsty 

MacDonald who was 
his paternal aunt and 

the grandmother of Mary 
Graham (Mairi Bhraggart). 

Donald, who served with the 
2nd Gordon Highlanders, was killed in action in France 
on 8 January 1915 and is interred in the Rue-Petillon 
Military Cemetery, Fleurbaix. He was survived by his 
father, his stepmother Mary (nee Stewart, 34 Vatisker) 
and by two sisters: Katie Mary who was married on the 
mainland and Kenina (Kennag Mhòr) who lived at 48 
Coll. His closest relations today are Annie Macritchie, 

Detroit and her brother Donald Alex Matheson, Tain; 
their mother Christina (Bean Dhòmhnaill Bran) was 
Donald's maternal aunt.

Donald Maclean, 6 Back

Donald was the youngest of 
ten members of John and 
Mary Maclean's family. 
When war was declared 
he enlisted with the 1st 
Seaforth Highlanders 
and he was lost on our 
district's - and indeed 
the island's - darkest 

day of the conflict, 9 May 
1915. On that day six men 

from the Loch a Tuath area 
were among the twenty nine 

Lewismen who died during an 
ill-fated assault on the German trenches at Neuve-
Chapelle. Donald, who was aged 21 years, has no 
known grave and is commemorated on the Le Touret 
Memorial in France. Four brothers also served in 
the war: Roderick (RNR) who by then was married 
at 30 Coll, Murdo (RNR), Donald (RNR) and John 
(Canadians). Given that Donald was a member of 
such a large family there are many from the area who 
are related to him. His niece Anna Iain 'an Dhòmhnaill 
(Skye and formerly of 42 Upper Coll) is the closest of 
these while Mairi Jessie and teaghlach a' Chlarc (Coll), 
Murdina Dhòmhnaill Chailean (Lighthill) and Iain Tac 
(Upper Coll) are among those to whom he was a great-
uncle. The last member of the family, his sister Annie 
Murray (Anna 'an Dhòmhnaill) lived at 6 Back until her 
death in 1979.

Donald MacDonald, 11 Back

Dòmhnall Mhurchaidh 
Portair, the son of 
Murdo and Catherine 
MacDonald, served 
with the Royal Naval 
Reserve during the 
closing months of 
World War 1. Aged 19 
years, he was one of 
the district's nine fatali-
ties of the Iolaire disas-
ter of 1 January 1919 and 
is the only WW1 casualty 
from Back village to be interred 
in Gress Cemetery. His two older brothers also served: 
John (Seaforths) and Roderick (RNR), the latter being 
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one of just two survivors from SS Caithness which was 
torpedoed in the Bay of Biscay in 1917. In the years 
which followed Donald's loss, locals observing the New 
Year would leave his family in peace to allow them to 
mark the painful anniversary privately and with dignity. 
The last member of the family, his sister Christina (am 
Portag) died in 1979. His cousin Domhnall Mhurdo, 
who was named after Donald, also lived at this address 
together with his sister Morag until they passed away 
in the 1980's. His niece Cathie (nighean Ruairidh 
Mhurchaidh Portair), formerly of 27 Gress, lives in 
Stornoway.

John MacDonald, 17 Back

Back's last casualty of the war was the son of John and 
Janet MacDonald, 61 Back. His mother died when he 
was aged just 10 years and he came to live at 17 Back 
when his father remarried Margaret Stewart who was 
an aunt of George Stewart (Seoidhean). John, who 
served with the Royal Naval Reserve, was aged 26 

years when he was lost at sea 
aboard SS Talus on 14 June 
1919 - a fortnight prior to 
the Treaty of Versailles 
which brought WW1 to 
its official end.

The exact circumstanc-
es of the ship's loss 
are unknown; it went 
missing enroute from 
Greenock to New York 
and may have struck a 
mine or succumbed to the 
stormy weather which was 
reported at the time. He was 
survived by his father, who also served with the RNR, 
his stepmother and two sisters Murdina and Katie Anne 
(Bean Ailig Alasdair Bhig) who lived at 9 Gress where 
her daughter Janet resides today.

The committee responsible for putting together the 
book Sgoil a’ Bhac – Memories Through the Ages 
recently donated a trophy to Sgoil a’ Bhac. As the 
book is an archive of the history of Sgoil a’ Bhac, it 
was felt that it would be appropriate to provide the 
school with a trophy for the study of local history. 

The P7 pupils were asked to complete a personal 
project on any aspect of local history. The commit-
tee was very impressed with the wide range of top-
ics covered by the children and with the very high 
standard of work produced. The projects were very 
well-researched and well-presented. 

At the Sgoil a’ Bhac prizegiving in June the 

committee presented the Book Committee Trophy 
for Local Studies to Andrew Macdonald, who was 
also the Dux of the School. He had produced an 
excellent project on the Gress River. As the stand-
ard of work was so high it was felt that it would also 
be appropriate to recognise runners-up. The three 
runners-up were Erin Macleod (History of Back 
Free Church), Ellie Macdonald (Baile Ghriais) and 
James Maclennan (Whaling).The committee would 
like to commend the P7 pupils for their efforts in 
producing their projects. 

(It is hoped that some excerpts from some of the 
Local studies excerpts will be printed in Loch a 
Tuath News at a later date, Ed.)

The Book Committee Trophy 

for Local Studies
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As we go into the autumn, we can now 
assess what we achieved in the garden 
this year.  The lack of sunshine and low 
temperature did prove a hindrance to 
some plants, especially the vegetables 
and semi-hardy bedding plants.

The winter cabbages, Holland White, 
have grown so spindly that I cannot see 
them hearting this year.  I have never 
seen cabbage growing so tall and I 
believe it's to do with the soil being loos-
ened around the roots, probably caused 
by too much rain.  Though the Red Duke 
early potatoes failed to flower, the tubers 
are surprisingly good.  The leeks have 
been incredibly slow, no doubt due to low temperature 
and wind chill.  I normally like to feed my greens with 
liquid feed such 
as nettle and 
sheep droppings 
diluted in water, 
but the ground 
being so wet 
prevented me 
from doing so.  
The mange-tout, 
being all leaf till 
it reaches flower 
stage, can thrive 
regardless of 
rainfall.  I did 
not cover the 

carrots or turnips 
with micro net to 
protect them from 
the fly this year, 
but gave them a 
dose of diluted 
Jeyes Fluid.

The bedding 
plants have been 
a disappointment, 
being semi-hardy 
many of them per-
ished.  Hopefully 
the nasturtiums 
will give a splash 

of colour this month.  Calendulas and Livingstone 
daisies did well.  The tomatoes in the greenhouse are 

slow and the courgettes did better outside 
in the pots than in the greenhouse.  The 
rhubarb yielded an excellent crop this 
year and shrubs and bushes, once they 
recovered from the cold, looked good in 
all gardens.

So, all in all, considering the lack of sun-
shine, low temperatures and surplus of 
rain, it is quite remarkable how good the 
garden finally looks. One particular plant, 
which seems to thrive and even enjoy 
whatever weather comes its way, is the 
honeysuckle.

From The Poileagan

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...Assessing our Garden 

Achievements of 2015

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £35.64 to Laura Graham, 5 Catherine Hill, Coll, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JS.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £35.64
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Livingstone Daisies

Calendula
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At the prize giv-
ing at Sgoil a’ Bhac 
at the end of term, Mary Anne Macleod 
received the Parent Council Achiever 
Prize for P4. However, she is not the first 
person in her family to receive a prize at 
Back School.

Mary Anne is seen here with her mother Anna 
and her grandmother Mary Maciver (Mairi Iain 

Ruaridh); Mary Anne is holding the Dux 
Medal awarded to Mary’s uncle, Murdo 

Murray (Murchadh Ruaridh) in the 
early 1900s. Murdo then went on to 
become Dux of the Nicolson Institute 
and ultimately he became a Head 

Teacher and an Inspector of 
Schools. He is familiar 

to Loch a Tuath 
News readers 

as the writer 
of Luach na 
Saorsa, his 
diary of the 
First World 
War. Mary 
presented 

the medal to 
Sgoil a’Bhac 

a number of 
years ago and it is 

an important part of the 
school’s trophy collection.

Cara Macritchie and Joel Graham 
P1-3 Sports Champions, Sgoil a' 
Bhac (Upper Coll)

As na Bailtean Pictures
Coinneach OBE, Calum Iain MBE 

and William John MBE (Upper Coll)

Across the Generations at Sgoil
a’ Bhac
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I have always felt the desire to go on a longish cycle 
ride, and about eight years ago I came up with the idea 
of cycling around the British Isles. Unfortunately, for 
one reason or another, the plan did not come to frui-
tion...until this year! I will be accompanied by my 
good friend Neal Ingram – a MacDuff lad 
living in Carloway – fit like! We have 
decided to take on the challenge 
of cycling 1000 miles in 2 weeks 
to raise money for the British 
Heart Foundation. This is in 
memory of my dear brother 
Coinneach, who died from 
a massive heart attack in 
January 2012 at the age 
of 52. Coinneach lived life 
to the full and always kept 
himself fit, especially through 
running. I will use his bicycle 
on this trip. (see photo)

Leaving Stornoway for Ullapool 
on 5th September, our route takes us 

down the west coast of Scotland, across to Larne in 
Northern Ireland, down to Dublin, back over to Wales, 
up through the Lake District, north up to Fort William, 
across to Skye, and back to Stornoway via Harris on 

19th September. We will have cycled up the 
equivalent of the height of Everest by the 

time we reach home! I hope to share 
the adventure with you in the next 

issue.

If you would like to 
donate, please visit 
our Justgiving page at: 
https://www.justgiving.
com/1000milecycleforbhf. 
Alternatively, you could pop 
into Gordon’s Shop where 

you will find a sponsor sheet 
on the counter.

Thank you for your support,

Murdo Stal MacDonald

1000 Mile Challenge

Back Sunday School Outing

On Saturday 6th June Back Sunday 
School boarded two buses and 

made for Ness. The children 
(and adults) enjoyed their day 
in Spòrs Nìs and at Eoropie 
Play Park. The biggest high-

light of the day was when the 
BOYS finally regained their sta-

tus as tug of war champions; it had 
been a long seven years 

since they last 
won!

Tong Sunday School Outing

Tong Sunday School Outing 
took place on Saturday 
20th June at Reef 
beach at Uig where the 
children enjoyed a cold 
but fun day of activities 
and a much appreciated 
barbeque. Some children and 
teachers even had a swim in the 
icy waters!

Tong Sunday School, Reef, Uig

Back Sunday School Trip, Spòrs Nis
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Material for publication in the OCTOBER issue of Loch a Tuath 
News must be in before MONDAY 14th SEPTEMBER 2015

It was the end of an era recent-
ly when several girls from the 
Back district played their 
last game of football for 
the Nicolson Institute 
when  the school 
won the North of 
Scotland Schools’ 
Cup. This was 
the fourth time 
Eleanor Smith, 
Isabelle Bain and 
Nicole Maclean 
have been win-
ners, in fact, they 
have never lost a 
game in this compe-
tition. In addition, they 
played in three Scottish 
Schools finals, winning this pres-
tigious trophy twice. Mairi Maclennan 
and Leanne Macdonald were also part of last 
year’s successful Scottish winning team and were joined 
in the senior team by Catriona Bain this session. 

Not to be outdone and demonstrating that the conveyor 
belt of  talent continues to flourish, Abby Macdonald, 

Sian Ferguson and Shana Macphail 
were members of the  junior 

Nicolson team which also 
won the  North Schools 

final this year to com-
plete a memorable 

double. The path 
to success is not 
always without 
consequence as 
Shana can testify. 
She couldn’t play 
in the actual final 

due to a broken 
collar bone sus-

tained in the semi-
final but, nevertheless, 

played her part through-
out the campaign. 

Back Football Club and both Willie 
Macdonald and Dano, in particular, deserve 

much credit for giving the girls the opportunity and self-
belief to develop their skills over the years. 

The girls pictured from left to right are: Leanne, Catriona, 
Mairi, Abby, Shana, Sian, Isabelle, Eleanor and Nicole.

Back Girls’ Football Success

Four intrepid young ladies 
from Tong undertook the UK’s 
Greatest Ultra Challenge by walk-
ing from London2Brighton, a 
100k Endurance Walk, in aid of 
Bethesda Hospice. They raised a 
magnificent £13 812.

The scenery was beautiful and the 
weather was lovely and warm but 
the terrain was one third on road 
and two thirds off road, which 
became very difficult particularly 
during the night with only a head 
torch beam for light, clambering 
through woods and over styles, 
avoiding sleeping cows and lis-
tening to the eerie sounds of the 
woods. Almost 2000 walkers took 
part with over 500 retiring at vari-
ous points of the challenge. 

The team would like to thank sincerely family, 
friends, colleagues, local businesses and all who 
sponsored them at various events, for their tre-
mendous support and encouragement.

Tong ‘Ton’ Trekkers

L to R: Donna Macleod Bray, D. 
R. Macdonald, Kathleen Macleod, 
Rachel Campbell, Sarah Bayfield 
presenting their cheque to D.R. 
Macdonald and Carol Sommerville 
at Bethesda Hospice.
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