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Welcome to our super September 
issue. The kids are back to school 
(which, of course, means the weath-
er is excellent after a pretty dreich 
July) after five months of lockdown 
at home with their families, more 
people are heading back to work (albeit 
under different circumstances than they were 
previously used to), the harvests are (more or 
less) in, this year’s lambs are (more or less) 
away (with crofters not even being allowed 
in the mart to see them off), and the nights 
are drawing in (a phrase people love to hate).

Although a move welcomed by most, there 
has been some concern about schools open-
ing up again; we can only hope that everyone 
sticks to the new rules and stays safe. I wish 
all the young folk, parents, teachers and 
other staff the best as they get used to the 
‘new normal’. 

As for the school leavers, what a stramash 
the recent exam results fiasco was. I was glad 
to see the SQA and the Scottish Government 
doing a U-turn on the massive downgrading 
that affected a lot of young people nation-
wide. We hear from one former pupil about 
her experience on p. 9.

Littering and tourism is another hot topic. I 
think it’s fair to say that despite the advice to 
stay away unless they have booked a place 
at a site, many campervans have appeared 
island-wide, parking in the most random and 
inappropriate spots, causing disruptions to 
residents’ daily lives. While most, I’m sure, 
are responsible citizens, there have been 
more than a few reports of littering, dump-
ing of chemical toilets in lochs and ditches, 
and general bad and rude behaviour by 
some, with one Bernera resident telling the 
P&J the stress was prompting her to think 
about selling her ancestral family croft and 
home to move away. This disrespect of the 
environment and local residents seems to 
be a nationwide problem, and not unique to 
the islands. Is it some kind of psychological 
response to lockdown? I’m quite intrigued 
by the answer to this. It was only last year 

that we were seeing a huge 
public response to the safe 
disposal and reduced con-
sumption of plastics, and a 
move towards more mindful 
behaviours. One to ponder… 

2020 is certainly lacking any 
‘chill’ factor! The emotional 
rollercoaster keeps on going 
and we can just do our best 
to hold on tight for the ride. 

There have been some positive stories, 
though. Well done to Coll’s Roddy Murray 
and his wife Moira on being runners-up in 
BBC Scotland’s Home of the Year 2020 com-
petition. We get an insight into their experi-
ence on p. 16. Many students have taken part 
in virtual graduations, at home in the district, 
and have been kind enough to send us some 
photos (see As na Bailtean and also p. ??). 
The Class of 2020 is definitely one for the his-
tory books. Last month we heard from two 
brides-to-be on their experiences of planning 
weddings during lockdown. July finally saw 
some weddings going ahead, albeit under 
unusual, socially distanced circumstances. 
Certainly, not the packed church and sweaty, 
jubilant, slightly inebriated ceilidhs we are 
used to. Thanks to those couples that have 
shared their special photos with us this 
month. 

Finally, you can’t fail to notice the new arriv-
als at the Coll crossroads. From the Andes to 
a croft in Lewis, Kate Muir tells us all about 
these fascinating animals. There’s loads more 
to enjoy within these pages that I have no 
space here to tell you about. We hope you 
enjoy the issue and always welcome any 
feedback or ideas for future editions. 

Happy reading.

Jayne

www.lochatuathnews.com

 www.facebook.com/LochaTuathNews

 @lochatuathnews

 instagram.com/lochatuathnews

Cover image courtesy Kate Muir
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Back
Wedding Bells
We send our very best wishes to our mag-
azine's former editor Angus Morrison, 
14 New St, Back, and Janet Matheson, 
Stornoway, following their recent wedding. 
The couple was married at Bragar Meeting 
House on 31 July followed by a gathering 
of family and friends at the bride's home 
on Matheson Road. Congratulations to you 
both. 

Graduation
The final part of achieving a degree is usu-
ally the graduation ceremony, where stu-
dents are given the credit they deserve for 
all their hard work, but this year was very 
different for all students. They faced the 
challenges of sitting exams at home, having 
few resources to hand, and only being able 
to communicate with lecturers via email 
and phone. Sara Maciver, 31 Back, graduat-
ed with a BA in Business and Management 
from UHI and was one of the many stu-
dents who completed her degree during 
lockdown, while also working full time in 
the hospital in Stornoway. Sara has studied 
for four years for her degree and faced a 
very challenging last six months, with no 
access to libraries or resources to complete 
her course. Fortunately, guidelines allowed 
for Sara’s family to organise a small cel-
ebration for her, to mark the occasion, until 
such time as this year’s graduates get the 
graduation ceremony they deserve. 

Former Teacher Passes Away
The funeral took place to Sandwick on 14 
July of Mrs Annie Morrison (nee Mackay) 
of Oliver's Brae, Stornoway. Annie joined 
the staff of Back School in 1949 and she 
was present at the opening of the Sgoil 
a' Bhac Exhibition in 2012. She was the 
wife of another former teacher, the late 
Roddy Morrison (Niseach). Many former 
pupils affectionately remember them both 
from their time in Back. We extend our 
sympathy to the Morrison family in their 
bereavement. 

Summer Watch
Well it couldn't last could it! The excep-
tional spring weather we enjoyed this year 
gave way to a very cool and showery July. 
As is often the case, however, the sun came 
back out the week the children went back 
to school in August. The start of summer 
was warmer and sunnier than usual up 
until the severe thunderstorm of 25 June, 
which seemed to mark the dividing line 
between the seasons. We haven't really 
experienced any significant downpours so 
far though and the anglers who have gath-
ered at Gress River in greater numbers than 
usual spent much of July patiently await-
ing a run of fish upstream. 

Other visitors that have been spotted are 
the Arctic terns, which have been nois-
ily feeding at the river's estuary. This year 
they have relocated from their traditional 

nesting site near the bridge elsewhere, pre-
sumably to the moor. By the end of August 
the terns will head south once again signal-
ling the end of our summer. 

Bowling Success
Well done to Nigel Powers, 49 Back, on 
finishing runner up at a recent competition 
held at Stornoway Bowling Club. This was 
the same competition he won in 2019.

New Correspondent
After many years of service, Iain Murray is 
stepping down as the Back (and sometime 
Vatisker) correspondent for this magazine. 
We thank Iain for his tireless work in sourc-
ing and reporting material for this column. 
His knowledge of the area is second to 
none, and we will miss him immensely. 
However, times must change and we wel-
come with delight our new correspond-
ent Katie S. Matheson (17 Back). Recently 
retired from Sgoil a’ Bhac, Katie is another 
with a wealth of local knowledge. Please 
support and help her by sending your 
news items to her directly. If she doesn’t 
know it, she can’t report it! Contact details 
are on page 2.

Vatisker
Engagements
It was a summer of love for some of 
our residents, with two couples becom-
ing engaged. Congratulations to Derek 
Beaton (son of Roddy and Helen Beaton, 
40a Vatisker) and his fiancée Ann-Marie 
Lockerby (Tong) on their engagement. Our 
pharmacist, Jenny McKenna, also became 
engaged to her partner Jack Renfrew on 
a recent trip to Glasgow. Jack popped the 
question at a quiet spot in a park, to Jenny’s 
surprise! She is now planning a return trip 
to her home city to get her ring sized. We 
look forward to the weddings. 

Birthday Greetings
We send our very best wishes to Kenina 
Graham (Kennag Choinnich Thormoid) who 
was 94 on 22 July. Kennag is one of our old-
est villagers from Vatisker. 

Bereavements
On 22 June we heard the sad news that 
Alice Macleod of Francis Street, Stornoway, 
had passed away aged 86 years. Alice a' 
Mhaighs' Sgoile spent part of her formative 
years at Back Schoolhouse during the ten-
ure of her father Alexander Matheson as 
the school's Head Master. Her late husband 
John Norman (mac Tormod a' Bhiod) had 
strong Back connections also; his mother 
Catherine, remembered locally as Catriona 
Anna, was from 49 Back. In their bereave-
ment we extend our sympathy to Alice's 
sole surviving sister, Mrs Peggy Mairi 
MacDonald, 53 Vatisker, and to the wider 
family circle.

On 30 June John Macleod (Iain a' Mhinisteir) 
passed away in Glasgow aged 92 years. 

He is fondly remembered by the older 
generation for his regular visits to the 
district, firstly as a young man to the Free 
Church Manse when his father Alexander 
was our minister and then with his late 
wife Catriona Ruairidh Uisdein to her fam-
ily home in Gearraidh Ghuirm.  We offer 
our condolences to his sons Alistair and 
Roderick, daughter Joan, and the grand-
children and great-grandchildren. Our 
thoughts are also with his sister Janet in 
Alness and his sisters-in-law Seonag at 30 
Upper Coll and Annibel at Aros, Vatisker.

More sad news was received on 3 July when 
we learned of the passing of Chrissie Allan 
in Glasgow, after a brief illness. She was 
the daughter of Morag and the late Donald 
MacAskill (Dan Sheorais a' Bhideanaich), 
Lighthill. In their premature and grievous 
loss we think of her son Gareth, her daugh-
ter Gillian and their families, as well as 
her elderly mother and her brothers, Allan 
George and Aonghas Iain.

We send our condeolences to Aline 
MacDonald, 20 Broadbay View, and her 
sisters and brother, following the passing 
on 26 July of their mother Dolina Anderson, 
late of Kennedy Terrace, Stornoway. 

Gunnera Plea
Those of you who have been out and 
about walking round the village during 
lockdown will not have failed to notice 
the huge invasive weed called Gunnera 
(or ‘giant rhubarb’), particularly down on 
the cliffs at the beach. This plant dies back 
in winter but grows very quickly during 
spring and summer. It is of now use to 
anyone and should be removed. However, 
if you dig this plant up do not dump it! 
There are two stages to removing it: firstly, 
cut off the seed heads, which look like 
pineapples. If this is done before the end 
of June, they can be left to die off. You 
can put the seed heads in your organics 
bin. Secondly, the existing plant must be 
killed by digging it up and removing every 
single bit of root. This is difficult but can 
be done. Alternatively, weed killer can be 
applied as long as it is done safely and you 
are confident no animals can get near the 
plant and be inadvertently poisoned. For 
more advice or assistance in eradicating 
this invasive species, contact Iain Bailey, 48 
Vatisker (820 453). 

Coll
Birthday Wishes
We send our warmest congratulations 
to Catherine MacArthur, Francis Street, 

As Na 
Bailtean
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Stornoway, who celebrated her 90th birth-
day on 27 June. Catriona Dhool, as she is 
known in her home district is formerly of 
53 Coll and is the wife of the well-known 
teacher, the late John MacArthur (Lofty). We 
wish Catriona many more happy returns.

Chanter Success
Well done to Thomas Cunningham aged 
10 (82a Coll), who came fourth in the 
Beginners Chanter in the online Lewis and 
Harris Piping competition this summer. 
This was his first time entering. 

Get Well Wishes

We send our get well wishes to Lynn 
Maclean (7A Coll) who has recently spent 
some time in hospital. 

Bereavement
We were saddened to hear that Iain Angie 
Murray (Iain Angie Dhomhnaill Brus), 57 Coll 
passed away peacefully on 1 July 2020, five 
weeks short of his 92nd birthday. He was 
well known across the island as the owner 
of the fishing boat Comrade. Iain Angie was 
the last in the family of seven of Mr and Mrs 
Donald Murray (Dòmhnall Bruce), 37 North 
Tolsta, and he was also the last of several 
Tolsta men who settled in Outend Coll in 
the 1950s following their marriages. He and 
his late wife Murdag Sheonaidh were a popu-
lar couple and the communal sense of sym-
pathy for his bereaved family was evident 
as the hearse made its way through Outend 
Coll prior to the interment in North Tolsta 
cemetery. Owing to COVID restrictions, 
there were no church services and the fam-
ily wish to express their deepest gratitude 
to all those who lined the route throughout 
Coll and onwards to Tolsta Cemetery. They 
were humbled and greatly comforted by 
this. Iain Angie will be sorely missed by his 
loving family, dear friends and wonderful 
neighbours. We extend our condolences to 
his sons Iain and Donald John, his daughter 
Catherine Margaret and the grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren in their sad loss.

Gress
Lockdown Weddings
The Wedding of Sabrina Morice Broom 
of Glen Tolsta and Christopher Palmer of 
Berneray took place on 1 August at the 
Chapel (Carmel, 7a Gress), by permission 
of the Bishop. The couple was joined in the 
oratory by their parents and sisters, who 
were suitably masked and socially dis-
tanced. Their vows were received by Sister 
Clare. After the ceremony, the happy young 
couple was delighted to be greeted in the 
sunny garden by an air on the pipes, beauti-
fully played by young Liam Campbell.

Our best wishes go to Andrew Macleod 
(Andy Gress) and Kirsteen Macleod on 
their special marriage in Gress on 24 July. 
Kirsteen is the daughter of Angus and 
Dolina Macleod, Tolsta. We wish them 
many happy years together.

Birthday Congratulations
We send our best wishes to Catriona and 
Richard Fairbairn (Taigh Freya), Jackie 
Mackenzie (25 Gress), Cathy Gunn (43 
Gress) and Chrissie Seddon (41 Gress), 
who have all celebrated their 70th birth-
days. Ian (Tohan) Macleod will celebrate the 
same birthday in October. There must have 
been great excitement when you all started 
school together and had many stories to tell 
when you returned home that day.

We also wish Rosie Macleod a happy 50th 
birthday and Oighrig (Prem) a happy 91st 
birthday.

Congratulations
Well done to Danielle Macleod on receiving 
her BA (Hons) degree in Communication 
Design from Glasgow School of Art 
(Danielle is the daughter of Morag and 
Martin).

Well done to Ruairidh Cowan (30 Gress) on 
winning first prize in the Novice Chanter 
Section in the Lewis and Harris Virtual 
Piping Competition 

Prize Winners
Congratulations to the following Nicolson 
prize winners: Luke Macleod (18a Gress) 
won the S4 Geography prize, and The 
Volunteer Centre Award for consistent vol-
unteering in school and some out with the 
community; Andrew Macdonald (9a Gress) 
won the Higher Art and Design Prize; Ellie 
Macdonald (31a Gress) won the Higher 
English and Higher Gaidhlig prizes; Calum 
Maclennan (14 Gress) won the Advanced 
Higher Gaidhlig prize and The Kenneth 
Stewart Memorial Prize for individual stu-
dent who has set a good example.

New School Pupils
We wish the following young folk every 
success as they move on to new schools: 
Kieran Maclennan (The Cullins), Eva 
Graham (51 Gress), and Ruairidh Cowan 
(30 Gress), who now attend the Nicolson; 
and Hector Macphail (36 Gress), who has 
started in GP1 at Sgoil a’ Bhac.

Leaving School
Andrew Ferguson (15 Gress), and Calum 
Maclennan (14 Gress) have both finished 
S6 in the Nicolson. Andrew intends to do a 
course in Digital Media and Calum is going 
to Strathclyde University to study English 
and Politics.

Farewell
We bid farewell to Ron, Lisa, Arran and 
Eilidh Culley (39b Gress), who have moved 
away from the village and returned to 
Edinburgh.

Silver Wedding 
Happy anniversary wishes go to Sandra 
and Nenna Macleod, who celebrated 25 

years together on 28 April. They were 
married in Kenneth Street Free Church, 
Stornoway, and the reception was held in 
the Caberfeidh Hotel.

Condolences

We send our sympathy to Chrissie Seddon 
and her son Matthew on the death of her 
daughter, Maria, who passed away on 9 
August. Her funeral was held at Gress 
Cemetery on 14 August. It was so touch-
ing to see so many friends and neighbours 
spaced out in the cemetery to support 
Chrissie and Matthew at such a sad time 
for them all. Our thoughts are with Maria’s 
husband, Alan Dunlop, and her two chil-
dren, Molly and Calum.

We also send our sympathy to Lilian and 
David Maclennan (24 Gress) who received 
the sad news that Murdo Morrison, aged 
88 years, husband of Ishbel  Alex Shogaidh, 
late of 24 Gress, had passed away after a 
lengthy illness. Murdo belonged to Ness 
and had been in the police service in Perth, 
which is where the family made their 
home. Currently in hospital in Aberdeen, 
where she is making good progress, we 
send our best wishes to Ishbel. We think 
of her, their son Alan and daughter Shona, 
and all other relatives.

New Job

Our best wishes go to Isabelle Bain, 42 
Gress, as she starts her new job as a Trainee 
Solicitor with Morton Fraser in Edinburgh 
at the end of August. Due to COVID-19, 
she will be working from home during the 
first month or two.

Tong
Graduation
Congratulations to Kelly Anne Macleod, 
who recently graduated BSc Adult Nursing. 
Kelly is the daughter and step-daughter 
of Helen and Donald John Macaulay, 
Aird Tong, and the daughter of Alex John 
Graham, Ardanmhor, Stornoway.

21st Birthday
Happy 21st Birthday to Jessica Macphail, 
who celebrated this milestone with her 
family on 7 August. Jessica is the eldest 
daughter of Kenny and Anne Macphail, 
Sarnia, Tong Park. 

Upper Coll
Virtual Graduations
Congratulations to Leanne MacDonald who 
graduated virtually (with her dog Lady) 
from Robert Gordon University, Aberdeen, 
with a 2:1 Honours Degree in International 
Business Management. Leanne is the daugh-
ter of Angus and Marabelle Macdonald, 53 
Upper Coll.

Engagement!
Engagement!

21st21st
Birthday!
Birthday!
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Catherine Macdonald, 32 Upper Coll, 
daughter of Alex John (mac Jimsy) and 
Isabelle, graduated from Gray's School of 
Art with a Bachelor of Arts: Fashion Design, 
first class honours. Catherine is continuing 
her studies at Robert Gordon's University, 
undertaking a Masters in Fashion Business 
Management. She is also delighted to have 
been asked to provide articles for the LATN.

New Homes

The last few weeks have seen a few new 
arrivals in Upper Coll. David and Mairi 
Maclean, and their sons Brody and Logan, 
have moved in to Soval at 16b Upper Coll. 
Christine Murray has moved in to Ealagro 
at 4a Upper Coll. Sharon Bland and her 
dogs, Hettie and George, have moved in to 
23 Upper Coll. We warmly welcome you all 
and wish you many happy times in your 
new homes.

Congratulations

Belated congratulations to Glenn Martin at 
no. 56. Glenn was awarded the second-year 

subject prize in the Nicolson for Art and 
Design. Well done Glenn.

New Beginnings

We send our very best wishes to all our 
young villagers as they embark on new 
adventures. Amy and Beth Finlayson from 
63 Upper Coll, and Logan Maclean from 
16b, are starting in P1 at Sgoil a’ Bhac. 

Joel Graham from 13b and Coinneach 
Stewart at 19 have finished their primary 
schooling at Sgoil a’ Bhac and Laxdale, 
respectively, and have now started in S1 in 
the Nicolson Institute. Rhys Macritchie, No 
12 is heading off to Strathclyde University to 
study Aeronautical Mechanical Engineering.

We wish them all well and hope they will 
enjoy their studies. We also remember 
anyone making a new start in these unu-
sual times. 

Get Well Wishes
We send our best wishes to any villagers 
who have been unwell or in hospital. We 

especially remember Iain Mackay, 51 Upper 
Coll, who is recovering from illness in hos-
pital at this time. 

Condolences

Friends and relatives in the Back district 
were saddened to hear of the sudden pass-
ing of Gareth Finlay Hughes on 27 June 
2020, aged 47 years. Gareth was the only 
grandson of Finlay (Fuda) and Peggy (Bhoc) 
Nicolson of 37 Upper Coll, and the only 
son of Gareth and Morag (Bhoc) Bottesford, 
Nottingham. Gareth’s funeral was held 
on 21 July 2020 at Gedling Crematorium, 
Nottingham. Gareth spent many happy 
holidays at 37 Upper Coll and in the early 
1980s spent three months as a pupil at Back 
School while Morag was looking after her 
mother when she took ill. He is survived by 
his wife, Janine, and their only son, Finlay 
(aged 13 years). It is only six months since 
his sister, Caren Simpson, passed away. To 
all his friends and relatives we offer condo-
lences in their bereavement. 

See p. 15 for wedding and graduation 
photos

This month sees the end of an era for Loch a Tuath News, as 
Iain Murray steps down as Back village correspondent. Iain 
has been an invaluable member of our team over the last few 
years. His local knowledge is second to none; we will miss his 
input into all the village news - not just the Back news. 

In Iain’s place, we welcome Katie S. Matheson (17 Back) as 
the new correspondent for Back. Please send your news to 
her from now on (email: catherinemathesoncm32@gmail.
com/tel. 820593). 

Despite our luck in Katie volunteering her time, we are in an 
age of declining participation in the magazine. We have been 
unable to recruit a full-time correspondent for Coll, although 
Joan Macleod is kindly volunteering to cover inner Coll, no 
one from Tong has come forward to be part of what really 
is an easy committee to be on, and our print run is at an all-
time low. 

We are not alone. Print media, overall, is declining as people 
consume more and more of their news online. It is becoming 
increasingly difficult for us to fill the As an Bailtean section 
of this paper. Very few readers send news to the village cor-
respondents now, and the correspondents are spending more 
and more of their time trying to ‘fill in the blanks’. What may 
take a family member a couple of minutes to write down in 
an email can take our volunteer correspondents days to put 
together, with multiple fact-finding phone calls and Facebook 
messages flying back and forth.

In its heyday, the Stornoway Gazette was the place to put in 
your thank you messages, expressions of sympathy, obituar-
ies, new baby announcements, engagements, wedding pic-
tures and graduations. For a fee. That cost a lot more with a 
photo. Sadly, it’s no longer as common for people to do this, 
for whatever reason.

With us, readers can put in all these notices for free, and more 
often than not, with a colour picture that can be treasured 

forever. The only thing we ever charge for is corporate adver-
tising (and even that is cheap compared with competitors).

So why are we finding it so difficult to get news in the 
magazine? The As an Bailtean pages are frequently reported 
by readers to be their favourite pages; they look forward to 
them every month. The conclusion is that people like to read 
others’ news, but are reluctant to put any in themselves. The 
advent of social media isn’t helping us either, and there is a 
false belief that we (those on an ever-declining committee) 
know everything that’s going on. Not possible! We’ve been 
in hot water before for not including things, putting in things 
that people didn’t want in, and for making mistakes such as 
getting people’s names wrong. And that’s principally because 
we have to do it all ourselves. 

And, reader, I am guilty of this myself. Looking back I’m 
pretty embarrassed that I didn’t allow my graduation or wed-
ding photo to be printed. Terrible!

We are therefore putting the onus on you, the reader, to make 
an active effort to contribute things, as you used to do for the 
Gazette. There is no charge, and you can do it all from your 
lounge, on your iPad or phone. You should no longer ‘expect’ 
to see an item of news unless it has been directly submitted 
to either a correspondent or to the magazine’s inbox. All 
contact details can be found on page 2 of every issue. We are 
also very active on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, and of 
course, there is our website, which is evolving weekly. There 
is no excuse.

As we approach our silver jubilee, we will be thinking ahead 
to well-deserved celebrations that will hopefully involve 
the community (if COVID is finally under control), but the 
excitement is overshadowed a bit by the thought ‘Will we still 
be on the go in another 25?’ The answer must be no, if things 
continue the way they are. 

The Editor

Message from the Editor
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In the past months I have mourned the loss of two beloved 
school friends, Angus MacPherson and George Iain Murray. 

The former was an outstanding scholar who graduated from 
Oxford University, following which he devoted most of his 
working life to public service in The Scottish Office and 
Whitehall. Not very long ago, Angus made a valiant effort to 
contact family and friends and we met for a delightful supper 
in the Royal, not knowing that this would be his final sojourn 
home. I am pleased to learn that a tribute to Angus appears 
in this month's edition and I encourage readers to learn more 
about the life and work of this local worthy.

George Iain Murray was one of the most brotherly men anyone 
could wish to know. We went to school on the same day and 
left almost the same year. We knew the same people and places, 
and had the same interests in common. Basically, we were born 
crofters and did the traditional mundane jobs: shearing sheep, 
cutting peat, painting and rock fishing. 

We were not great scholars, but we were competent in the 3Rs 
and were avid readers of the classic adventures: Treasure Island, 

Robinson Crusoe, etc. Neither of us had the interest at that time, 
or indeed the funds, to pursue Higher Education so we took 
our bow as soon as we decently could, aged 15. George, after 
completing his National Service, joined the Police. He once told 
me, not boastfully but casually, that he had read Tolstoy's War 
and Peace while on night duty. He settled in Preston, where one 
of his best friends was Dr Calum Mackenzie, a son of the manse 
at Back. 

In the archive section of the Loch a Tuath News website, readers 
have the opportunity to reacquaint themselves with the won-
derful prose style of our late friend. From April 2000 onwards, 
George Iain submitted several humorous articles to the maga-
zine, outlining the eccentricities of various individuals and rela-
tives from a bygone era in Tong. 

Angus MacPherson and George Iain Murray—two local boys 
who made their mark in spheres far removed from their home-
land and who are most worthy of remembrance.

Rev. A. A. MacDonald
6 Tong Park

Letter to the Editor: Should Auld Acquaintance Be Forgot

Angus Macpherson, an Oxford graduate 
who reached the highest echelons of the 
UK Civil Service and retained close links 
with his native Isle of Lewis, died aged 88 
on 10 April 2020.

He was born in Glasgow the only child of 
Dr Eric Macpherson, Greenock, and Jane 
Thomson, a teacher from the village of 
Tong on the Isle of Lewis. 

Angus's mother was the daughter of 
James and Isabella Thomson of Tong, Isle 
of Lewis. James was a hard-working and 
energetic crofter, who became a Councillor 
in Ross-shire County Council, of which 
Lewis was then part. She met Angus's 
father while he was a doctor in a medical 
practice in Stornoway.

Spending his formative years in Glasgow, 
Angus lost his father at the age of 6. This 
saw his mother securing a teaching post 
in Lewis and moving back to her native 
village of Tong, where Angus received his 
early education in the local school. 

With the onset of the Second World War 
many male teachers were called up, and the 
ruling that married or widowed women 
teachers could not be employed was 
relaxed. Angus's mother was appointed to 
a teaching post with Edinburgh Education 
Authority. Angus became a pupil in Leith 
Academy, achieving distinctions in all his 
school subjects. In 1945 he was awarded a 
place at Fettes College.

He had a successful academic career, 
winning three Governors' prizes and an 
Open Scholarship in History to Worcester 
College, Oxford. Before he could enroll at 
Oxford, Angus was called up for National 
Service in the Royal Artillery and was 
commissioned as an Artillery officer at the 
age of 19. He spent the remainder of his 
National Service in Belfast, but was second-
ed to different artillery schools throughout 

the country to learn more about gunnery, 
and to teach gunnery subjects to Reservists 
who were called back to the Army at the 
time of the Korean War.

After National Service, he served in the 
Territorial Army for ten years, five years 
in the Honourable Artillery Company in 
London, where the Commanding Officer 
of his Regiment was Edward Heath MP. 
He would later rub shoulders with Heath 
when he was Prime Minister and Angus a 
senior civil servant in the Cabinet Office in 
the early seventies.  

He studied Modern History at Worcester 
College, Oxford, under distinguished aca-
demics such as Lord Briggs, Lord Bullock 
and one of Britain’s leading historians, A.J.P. 
Taylor.  He was a keen runner and repre-
sented his College in athletics and cross-
country, at a time when Roger Bannister 
and Christopher Chataway were leading 
Oxford athletes. 

Angus graduated in 1955 with an hon-
ours degree in Modern History. Following 
a short time working as a trainee buyer 
with the Newcastle firm of Thomas 
Hedley, later part of Proctor and Gamble, 
Worcester College generously continued 
his scholarship to allow him to return 
for a further year to prepare for the Civil 
Service examination. He spent this year 
in the university's Department of Public 
Administrative and Social Studies, gaining 
the Post-Graduate Diploma in Public and 
Social Administration in 1956. 

During this year, Angus met Una Jamieson, 
another History graduate who was study-
ing for a Post-Graduate Certificate in Social 
Work. They remained in touch after they 
left Oxford in 1956, and were married in 
Peebles in September 1961. Meeting and 
marrying Una was, for Angus, by far the 
most important consequence of his time at 
Oxford. 

Angus was among the candidates for 
the Civil Service to the Civil Service 
Commissioners’ competition in 1956.  He 
entered the Scottish Home Department in 
October 1956 and served in the Scottish 
Office from then until he took early retire-
ment in 1987. During his first three years 
he dealt with Scottish local government 
and civil law. There followed two years 
as private secretary to a minister, which 
entailed regular attendance in the House 
of Commons. The next four years were 
spent administering civil defence, during 
the time of the Cuban missiles crisis.  He 
was seconded to the Cabinet Office in 1972 
to be secretary of a committee appointed by 
Edward Heath, by then Prime Minister, to 
advise the Government on the preparation 
of legislation.

When the committee reported two years 
later, Harold Wilson was Prime Minister 
and Angus was appointed to the Cabinet's 
economic secretariat He became secretary 
to each of the three main Cabinet com-
mittees dealing with the government's 
economic policies. He was also secretary 
of the committee on civil emergencies, 
whose work is now carried out by the 
Cabinet committee called COBRA. When 
he returned to the Scottish Office in 1976 he 
was put in charge of schools education. His 
next job was to administer acute medical 
services, mental health services and addic-
tion, during which he helped to develop 
the government's response to the HIV/ 
AIDS crisis. 

He enjoyed a full retirement, including 
enrolling in the Open University to study 
geology and earth science and graduating 
as a Bachelor of Science in 1997. He became 
a member of the Edinburgh Geological 
Society of which he was President from 
2010 to 2012. 

He served his congregation, Palmerston 

ANGUS MACPHERSON, 1931–2020

Continued on p. 9
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NORRIE'S GARAGE
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Isles MP Says the Case for COVID-19 
Testing of Returning Offshore Workers 
Grows in Light of Aberdeen Outbreak 

The need for COVID-19 testing to be extended 
to returning offshore workers grows says Isles 
MP Angus MacNeil given the outbreak in 
Aberdeen City, which is a key travel point 
for workers returning home to the islands. 
Currently workers are routinely tested on their 
way out to work but not before their return.

His suggestion is that test kits are used on rigs 
prior to workers departing.

‘The Scottish and UK Governments really need 
to get a grip of this glaring hole in the COVID 
testing situation because of the diverse com-
munities people come from to go together on 
an oil rig for a couple of weeks and then back 
home again. The cases in Aberdeen add to 
fears I have about the incompleteness of the 
testing approach at the moment.”

At the time of writing, the outbreak in 
Aberdeen has led to 263 new positive cases 
and over 1200 contacts traced.

Football Strips and Lessons on Resilience 
from Lewis to Tanzania

Point and Sandwick’s community consult-
ant, Alasdair Nicholson (24 Back), is making 
a second attempt to travel to Africa, armed 
with island football strips for youngsters and 
lessons on community resilience and crisis 
response for people working in development. 

Alasdair, who works as a consultant for Point 
and Sandwick Trust, had been due to fly out 
from Edinburgh on March 18 but put off his 
trip due to deepening concerns over the coro-
navirus pandemic. 

However, that trip is now back on and he left 
Stornoway on 9 August.

Alasdair will be taking with him a bundle 
of junior Point FC strips, as well as science 
textbooks, to deliver to a school at the foot of 
Mount Kilimanjaro. 

Alasdair confirmed: ‘Essentially, after consid-
erable delays, certainly more than 90 days, 
the airline suddenly offered me a replacement 
ticket. So I checked that Tanzania was back 
open for business and got a visa from the gov-
ernment. So I’m making my second attempt, 
travelling of course with all the appropri-
ate safeguards including facemasks, wipes, 
sprays, and disposable gloves. Their schools 
are back, so I hope to be able to deliver the 
books and also the football strips at an early 
point’.

Alasdair will be in Africa until mid-September 

and hopes to be able to climb Mount 
Kilimanjaro during his trip. ‘I’m looking for-
ward to it immensely’, he said. ‘It was disap-
pointing to have to cancel right at the last 
minute last time’.

Alasdair has been travelling to Tanzania regu-
larly since 2015, primarily to help develop local 
skills in community enterprise.

Exam Results Fiasco

On 4 August, young people in Scotland 
received their ‘exam’ results. Unfortunately, 
thousands didn’t get the grades they expected. 
Exams had been cancelled for the first time in 
history due to coronavirus, and results were 
worked out using a moderation system, which 
downgraded many. After an examination of 
the grades awarded by the SQA, it became 
clear that many pupils that had suffered a drop 
in grades were from less affluent areas. 

Johanna McCarthy, 4 Back, was one of those 
affected, although luckily the downgrad-
ing did not affect her acceptance to univer-
sity. Johanna told us, ‘I was predicted an A in 
Design and Manufacture, a B in Maths, and 
a B in Psychology, but I was awarded a B in 
Design, a B in Maths and a fail in Psychology. 
I was pretty disappointed with the Psychology 
result as I’ve never failed an SQA exam before. 
I got an A in my Design prelim and an A at 
National 5 for it, so I do think I deserved an A 
as my work throughout the year showed I was 
at that level.’ 

After sustained protests from pupils and 
teachers all over Scotland, the government 
announced a U-turn on grades a week after 
the postal results were received. John Swinney, 
Deputy First Minister, confirmed that all 
downgraded awards would be withdrawn, 
and instructed the SQA to re-issue grades 
based solely on teacher or lecturer judgement. 

In his statement, he said ‘The SQA will issue 
fresh certificates to affected candidates as soon 
as possible and, importantly, will inform UCAS 
and other admission bodies of the new grades 
as soon as practical…to allow for applications 
to college and university to be progressed’.

Johanna said, ‘I was planning to appeal for 
both those subjects. Hearing the Deputy First 
Minister’s news was such a relief and I think 
it was what was needed to be done. Results 
should represent the individual and not the 
school/area that they come from. I was lucky 
to not be affected too badly, but it was so unfair 
for thousands of pupils across Scotland. I’m 
happy to know that I should be getting the 
grades that reflect my work throughout the 
year, and hopefully it will be a massive help to 
other pupils progress into their chosen path.’

CnES News

Comhairle Campervan Concerns

It won’t have gone unnoticed by the majority 
that there are rising tensions between island-
ers and campervanners, amidst reports of 
chemical toilets being emptied into freshwater 
lochs and into ditches, rubbish being strewn 
across the landscape, and general inconsid-
erate behaviour. Further to a meeting with 
Paul Wheelhouse, MSP, and Minister for 
Energy, Connectivity and the Islands, in July, 
the Comhairle wrote to the Minister on 11 
August expressing its concerns and those of 
its communities about the significant increase 
in campervans and motorhomes travelling to 
the Western Isles since the easing of lockdown 
and the health and environmental concerns 
and complaints from communities about ‘wild 
camping’ or ‘roadside camping’.

While the Comhairle’s message to campervan 
and motorhome visitors has, from the outset, 
been not to visit the Western Isles unless they 
have a booking at an official camp site, given 
that facilities and services at camp sites are not 
open, it is apparent that this is being largely 
ignored with resultant adverse impacts on the 
local environment. 

The Comhairle reiterated that message in their 
letter to the Minister and asked that CalMac 
agree to post the following advisory notice on 
their website, on behalf of the Comhairle:

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar requests that dur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic, visitors in caravans, 
motorhomes and campervans pre-book with official 
campsites on the Western Isles, before travelling. 
This is the message coming from our local commu-
nities and which has our full support to protect the 
health of visitors and our local communities, so that 
numbers can be properly managed and waste can 
be disposed of safely, without detriment to the local 
environment. This applies to all routes to and visitor 
destinations within the Western Isles.   

The Comhairle is pleased to note that CalMac 
have agreed to display the message on their 
website.

Care Home Visiting Restrictions Eased
Following the issuing of the updated Care 
Home visiting guidance by the Scottish 
Government, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar is 
pleased to report that each resident can now 
have an increased number of visitors.

From 13 August 2020 visiting outdoors can 
be extended to up to three visitors from two 
households with all precautions remaining in 
place. The length of each visit will continue to 
be approximately 30 minutes and the frequen-
cy of visits will continue to be weekly.

Also in the News

Place Church, at local and Presbytery level 
as an Elder.  For four years he was Convener 
of the General Assembly's Central Services 
Committee. He valued his involvement in 
the courts and committees of the Kirk, but 
Angus's main concern was to be regular 
in his attendance at worship in Church 
each Sunday and to support all that was 
done to extend the work of the Gospel in 
Palmerston Place Church.

Singing brought him much pleasure all his 
life and he sang in several choirs, including 
the Palmerston Place Church Choir for fif-
teen years. Between 2005 and 2011 he sang 
in seven successive Royal National Mods 
with Lothian Gaelic Choir.

Angus maintained close links with his many 
relatives and friends on Lewis and took 
great pleasure visiting them frequently. 

He was proud of his Lewis heritage and of 
his fluency in Gaelic which he had spoken 
since childhood. Gaelic was very important 
to him and he always enjoyed opportuni-
ties to speak his native language.

He is survived by Una, his two children, 
Ranald and Catherine, and four grandchil-
dren, Lucas, Amy, Alice and Milo. Ranald 
is an Advocate and Catherine is an Actuary. 
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Unless you’ve been living on Mars for the last few weeks, there is no 
way you haven’t spotted Coll’s newest furry residents at the cross 
roads! We caught up with the alpacas and their owner, Kate Muir 
(nighean Domhnall Alasdair Stiubhart) to find out more about these 
unusual animals and why they’ve come to Coll. 

ED: Kate, tell us a bit about yourself and life on your croft 
in Coll.

KM: My name is Kate Muir and I am living in my grand-
parents’ house and croft at 29 Coll. I returned to the island 
4 years ago, having been living in and around Glasgow for 
30 years. I worked with sick babies in the NICU at the old 
YorkHill Hospital and since returning I have been working 
as a Paediatric Nurse at Western Isles Hospital. I was brought 
up helping my late father with his Lewis blackface sheep, 
which he was very proud of, and as children we loved run-
ning around the fanks, helping (or hindering!) with dipping, 
dosing, shearing and searching the moor for that one missing 
sheep… I also had two milking goats, and I’m sure there are 
those in Gearraidh Ghuirm who will remember their frequent 
escapes! Along with many hens and ducks, barn cats and 
Collie dogs, my croft upbringing was a fairly traditional affair. 

ED: What planted the alpaca seed?

KM: I’ve always loved alpacas; who doesn’t? I had thought 
they wouldn’t have been suitable for the island climate, but 
after talking to Callanish Alpacas I realised that this wasn’t 
the case. Yes they need a coat for winter ( they have no lanolin 
in their fleece, so aren’t waterproof) and need access to field 
shelters and some dry hard standing, but other than that they 
should do OK. 

ED: Do you have any previous experience of having the 
alpacas and what prompted you to eventually make the leap 
into getting some?

KM: I’ve had no previous alpaca experience, but I went across 
to Auld Mill Alpacas in Elgin to learn about them a couple of 
times before we got them. I first thought about having alpacas 
about 3 years ago, but the croft needed some drainage and 
maintenance carried out first. I went over to Auld Mill Alpacas 
to do an Alpaca Husbandry course to learn about their needs, 
which was fantastic. I am keen to use the croft for agricultural 
use, and love the thought of being able to produce Hebridean 
alpaca yarn.

ED: Tell us about your alpaca journey—how did you find 
them and how did you get them here?

KM: Having built up a relationship with Auld Mill Alpacas, I 
emailed them and asked if they had any suitable alpacas avail-
able. They sent over a shortlist of about 12 that they felt would 
suit our needs. We then hired a trailer from Engies and headed 
off to Elgin at the end of July. Once we arrived we chose four 
we liked most (although it was an incredibly hard choice!) and 
spent the weekend learning alpaca care, halter training and 
how to walk your alpaca. We then returned home with our 
precious cargo on 2 August, causing some excitement in the 
Calmac queue in Ullapool!

ED: So you picked four to take home. Tell us all about them.

KM: We have four boys. Lachlan is the oldest at 4 years; he 
is very calm and laid back. Next, we have Merlin who is 3. 
He is currently the boss of the herd and always the first up to 
the food. Murdo is also 3 years old and sports a very dashing 
moustache; he is very shy and we have to feed him separately, 
otherwise he’ll let the others eat his food. He’s not allowed to 

leave the table until he’s finished! Lastly, we have baby Oran 
who’s 1; he’s incredibly curious and is often the first over to 
say hello. Alpacas live for over 20 years so they’ll be around 
the village for a while.

Alpacas originate from the Andes in South America. They 
have always been domesticated animals, having been bred 
from the wild Vicunya for their fleeces. In the UK there are 22 
different colour variations, and their fleece hair is much finer 
than sheep’s wool, making it less itchy to wear. Although they 
look very cuddly, alpacas don’t like being touched and will 
back away if you try to stroke them. They are quite vocal and 
will ‘hum’ when you are around, it’s quite a relaxing sound, 
unlike their screeching alarm call, which they emit if they 
sense danger. In fact, some big free-range chicken farms and 
sheep farms, especially in the USA and Australia, use alpacas 
as guard animals as they will alert when danger is around and 
will stand up to visiting foxes. 

ED: What sort of husbandry is required for alpacas?

KM: Alpaca husbandry is quite different from sheep or cattle; 
they need essential vitamins and minerals daily in the form 
of a special feed, and during winter they need vitamin D 
every month, either as a paste or injection. They scrub graze, 
so the croft is suitable for them, and need ad lib hay if graz-
ing is poor. On top of all this, like sheep, they need worming, 
antifluke treatment, tick prevention, and toenail trimming, 
so a year planner is essential! Shearing them is quite a skill. 
They get shorn lying down on a rack, so it’s not for the faint 
hearted and is really only done by professionals. Our boys are 
already booked in for next year to be shorn by a young chap, 
James, who does most of the Scottish herds. He comes up from 
the south of England and I think he is up to 50 alpacas a day! 
Alpacas should never be kept as individuals. The smallest 
herd size you should have is three, as they become incredibly 
stressed if alone. This is why you will see us walking either 
two or four of them so that there is never an alpaca by itself. 

ED: What are your plans long-term plans for them?

KM: We hope to be able to organise croft alpaca treks in the 
future and maybe some ‘meet and greets’ if demand allows. 
Best of all, next year we will have four fabulously coloured 
fleeces, which we hope to produce into our own Hebridean 
Alpaca Yarn. In time, we may work with professionals to 
organise therapy groups, as alpacas have been shown to 
reduce stress and anxiety, or be able to offer care home and 
school visits, maybe even weddings—it’s a thing: Google it! 

ED: Do you welcome visitors to see them at the present time?

KM: At the moment the boys are at the house so we can keep 
an eye on them, but they will also be down the croft, so don’t 
be concerned if you no longer see them! It’s been great that so 
many people have shown an interest in them and they seem 
to have proved very popular in the village. They are such 
curious creatures, they have loved meeting everyone and 
its great to see the smiles on everyone’s faces as they stop to 
talk to them. Someone even asked what my Dad would have 
thought about them. I think Domhnall Alasdair would have 
smiled wryly and thought them ridiculous but would secretly 
have loved them! 

ED: Where can people keep up with the alpacan antics?

KM: They have their own Instagram and Facebook pages at 
Alpacan_outer hebrides. I try to keep it up to date with daily 
updates, but work sometimes get in the way, so apologies if 
you don’t get a daily alpaca post. 

An Alpacan Adventure: Camelids Come to Coll
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 Baby Oran 
- high cute 
factor 

 Merlin is 
the boss of the 
flock

 Laid back 
Lachlan

Murdo  
rocking his 
moustache

Meet the 
Alpacas

Adam Mackinnon (10a 
Hillhead, Tong) has been 
playing with Ross County 
for the last three years, travelling 
back and forth every weekend for 
the first two years, until he signed 
a two-year modern apprentice-
ship deal with the club in 2019. 
Adam moved to Dingwall so he 
could train full time and continue 
his studies part-time at Dingwall 
Academy. He stayed with a fam-
ily, who also looked after three 

other boys, including James 

Graham (Stornoway) and Matthew Wright 
(Point). Although Adam was in the U18 
squad, he started to get some game time with 
the senior players in the second half of last 
season, playing with the Reserves, where he 
started to thrive. Just as he was doing so well, 
lockdown struck and he was sent home to 
Tong for four months. 

While at home, he continued a training plan 
provided by Ross County and also adapted 

his sessions to keep himself 
in peak physical condition. 
Towards the end of June, 
he got a call from Assistant 
Coach Richie Brittain, invit-
ing him to join the first 
team for training. As he is 
now in his second year of 

the apprenticeship, he has 
moved out of his previous digs 

and now shares a flat with fellow teammate 
Matthew, and has left school to concentrate on 
playing football full time.

On Sunday 26 July, at just 17 years of age, 
Adam was named as a substitute for the first 
team against Celtic, at Celtic Park in Glasgow. 
While he didn’t get on until the final few 
minutes, it’s an experience that will live with 
him forever. At the end of the game, he got to 
shake hands with the top Celtic players and 

walk back up the 
tunnel with the first team stars.

Unfortunately, due to the COVID restric-
tions, none of his family was able to travel 
and watch any of his games. His mum, 
Linda, who has previously travelled to all of 
Adam’s games, was really disappointed to 
miss the latest developments in his burgeon-
ing career. The week before the Celtic game, 
he played against Aberdeen, coming on in the 
first half as a substitute (they drew 2–2). The 
day before the Celtic game he was also named 
as a sub against Livingstone.

Adam is hoping to become a permanent fix-
ture in the first team squad. It’s hoped that the 
U18 training will start again soon, followed by 
their league, which would give him some all-
important game time. Hopefully, he can con-
tinue his good performances from the end of 
last season and impress enough to be offered 
a first team professional contract at the end of 
his apprenticeship in May 2021.

Linda told us, ‘We are beyond proud of 
Adam’s achievements, especially given his 
inclusion in the first team to help them pre-
pare for the new Premier League campaign. 
To be involved so closely with the first team 
at just 17 is phenomenal and we are excited 
to see what the future holds for him’.

First 
Team for 
Adam
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Beth 
Finlayson 

  Louise Maclachlan

Kate  
Campbell

Carys Shields 

 Grace Macdonald

Sgoil a’ Bhac New P1sSgoil a’ Bhac New P1s
 Lucas Campbell

Adam Adam 
MorrisonMorrison

Isabella Scaramuccia 
Amy Finlayson 

George George 
MacleanMaclean

 Adam Cook

Hector Hector 
MacphailMacphail

Sadie Sadie 
HallHall Noah Noah 

BaillieBaillie Logan Logan 
MacleanMaclean

Ross Ross 
MackenzieMackenzie

Adam Adam 
CookCook
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Miss Maclean, who is also the 
Head Teacher at Sgoil a'Bhac, 
will take responsibility for the 
school during Mrs Maclean's 
absence. We are thankful to Miss 
Maclean for her willingness to 
assist the school during some 
challenging circumstances. 

Miss MacTaggart is the G3-5 
teacher this session. Miss 
MacTaggart worked at the school 
on a part-time basis last session 
so we are delighted she is now a 
permanent member of staff. 

Welcome to New Friends

Our new Primary One friends 
received a very warm welcome 
and are enjoying school life. Amber, Eloise, 
Maisie-Kate, Aimee, Ryan, Laughlin, and 
Calum are enjoying learning with Mrs 
Cheesman.

Tha sinn airson fàilte mhòr a chur air 
Cailean, Nate, Calum Iain, Rosie, Kirsty 
agus Madaline gu GM 1. Nach iad a tha a’ 
coimhead deiseil agus deònach airson an 
sgoil. Tha sinn an dòchas gum bi spòrs aca

Congratulations 

Pupils, staff and parents send their heartiest 
congratulations to Mrs Maclean, our Head 
Teacher, on the safe arrival of a baby boy 
named Angus. We hope Mr and Mrs Maclean 
don’t have too many sleepless nights!

Miss Macleod has been appointed as P4/5 
teacher for this session. We hope Miss Macleod 
enjoys her time in Tong School.

Happy Days Are 
Here Again

There were beam-
ing faces all around 
as the school re-
opened to pupils 
on Wednesday 12 
August. It is lovely 
to see all the play-
ground fun and 
games as friends 
are reunited. Here 
are some com-
ments from pupils 
to describe how they feel about 
returning to school:

I feel really, really glad. I missed all 
my friends.

Joe, P3

I am happy because all my friends 
are here.

Ailsa, P3

I am happy to be back to see the 
teachers.

Lois, P3

I feel good to be back at school 
because I was stuck inside for five 
months! It was very boring. At 
school you see friends, get to go out-
side and it’s way better than home.

Amelia, P7

I feel great about coming back to 
school. It is amazing to see all of my 
good friends and get back to doing 
work. It is also nice to go out for 
break time.

Jayden, P7
New Staff
We are pleased to welcome Miss 
Maclean as our new Head Teacher. 

 Our eager new learners 
in P1

Our happy new GM1 
class  

Tong School

Miss Maclean  Miss Macleod  Miss MacTaggart 
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to enable us to regularly disin-
fect the gym. 

The good news is the gym 
will continue to be open 24hrs 
Monday–Saturday (excluding 
some brief closures for clean-
ing). Access will, however, be 
restricted to a maximum of two 
members at a time, with short 
breaks in between to avoid congestion at the entrance. 

By asking members to pre-book their visits online before entering the premises 
we can control numbers for social distancing, monitor busy periods for clean-
ing and comply with government requirements for record keeping for TEST & 
PROTECT.

We hope to make booking as simple a process as possible and full details have 
been sent out to members.

Restrictions on indoor sports and the rest of our facilities are also expected 
to be lifted in September. Dates for clubs and classes restarting will be 
available on our website, Facebook page and email newsletter as they are 
confirmed.

We had some great plans in the pipeline for April, including junior golf, bad-
minton and a new youth club, and we still hope to get these up and running in 
the coming months, so watch this space.

Terri and Louise continue to work from home for the time being and can be 
contacted our website www.backfrc.org.uk or as follows:

Terri 07497925905 backfrc@gmail.com (booking enquiries, gym, classes and clubs)  

Louise 07375140768 louise.bfrc@gmail.com (junior football).

We are thrilled to report that (at the time 
of writing) things are slowly restarting 
at the centre.

Golf was one of the first sports facilities 
permitted to reopen in Scotland follow-
ing lockdown and our driving range 
has proved very popular over the last 
couple of months. You’ve been keeping 
our volunteer ball collectors, Alec and 
AJ, very busy!

Sadly, football is still restricted to out-
door, junior football and in smaller 
numbers and shorter sessions than 
we’re used to. We have run a few trial sessions 
with a small group of U12s, which were very well 
received and enjoyed by all. As you can imagine 
there are a lot of changes in the way we have to 
operate now and lots of new rules to get used to 
(like not picking up the football with your hands), 
but the sessions went smoothly and over the com-
ing weeks we hope to see more groups of junior 
football restarting outdoors.

Behind the scenes we have started reorganising 
the rest of the facilities in preparation for further 
restrictions lifting; already, you may have noticed 
a new one-way access system to assist with social 
distancing. There will also be scheduled breaks 
between sessions and a reduced number of people 
allowed on site to avoid congestion, particularly at 
the start and end of activities. There has been a lot 
of cleaning, reorganising and maintenance work 
going on, but we are optimistic for some positive 
news soon. 

One big change for us is the need to keep a record 
of visitors for TEST & PROTECT. To enable us to 
do this you will find we’re asking you to pre-book 
activities a lot more than before. One area where 
this has never been required before is the gym. 

We are currently working on getting the gym ready 
for re-opening on 31 August. The gym equipment 
has been reorganised to allow more space. New 
sanitation facilities have been installed and the 
cleaning schedule has been significantly increased. 

We have also invested in a fogging machine 

Back Footbal l and Recreation Club - What's on in September? 

Despite lockdown and the summer holidays, Back Community 
Council has continued to work within the community and has 
held a number of virtual meetings. It’s not so easy to make 
virtual meetings open to the public, but anyone wishing to join 
our monthly meetings is welcome to do so by contacting the 
secretary and providing their email address. The secretary will 
be able to give details of how to join the next meeting.

As most people will know over the COVID period, the 
Community Council, with funding from the Scottish Government 
Community Support Fund through Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise, has been providing basic foodstuffs in boxes placed 
around the area. We hope that people have found this helpful 
and certainly the boxes appear to have been well used. This 
funding is coming to an end in the next few weeks, but if any-
one still feels they can benefit from a little extra help then please 
contact the Community Council helpline (07379 684 131) and 

arrangements will be made to help with basic foodstuffs, at least 
until the scheme ends at end of September.

The helpline will also close soon, as this is funded in the same 
way. The phone will continue to be monitored until the end of 
September and volunteers will try to help with collecting shop-
ping etc. until then.

It is still not possible to arrange any gatherings, meetings or 
events, so none of the follow-up events from the survey has as 
yet been organised. 

If anyone in the community has any local issues they wish the 
Community Council to take up please contact the Secretary, 
whose details are available on the CNES website.

The next meeting will also be a virtual meeting and is planned 
for mid-September.

Back Community Council Update - September 2020
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Clockwise from top left:

Danielle Macleod, Gress, BA (Hons) 
Communication Design

Sara Maciver, 31 Back, BA Business 
and Management

Kelly Anne Macleod, Aird Tong, 
BSc Adult Nursing

Catherine Macdonald, 32 Upper 
Coll, BA (Hons) Fashion Design

Leanne MacDonald, 53 Upper Coll, 
BA (Hons) International Business 
Management

Sabrina Morice and 
Christopher Palmer 

Graduation 
2020

Andrew and Kirsteen Macleod

Lockdown 
Weddings

Angus Morrison and Janet 
Matheson
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One of the TV highlights over the summer was the second 
series of BBC Scotland‘s 10-part Home of the Year show (still 
available to watch on the iPlayer). Three property experts 
scoured the country on the hunt to find Scotland’s Home 
of the Year 2020. Each 30-minute episode featured three 
homes from the different regions of Scotland. Episode 9 fea-
tured a home in Skye, one in Arran, and one in New Street, 
Stornoway, belonging to Roddy Murray (formerly of 23b Coll; mac 
Ishbel a‘ Bhrunnaich and Donnie Murray) and his wife Moira. Roddy 
is the Head of Visual Arts & Literature at An Lanntair and Moira 
is an artist. Moira and Roddy won the Hebrides and Arran heat 
and went through to the grand finale, finally being awarded joint 
runner up of the whole competition! We caught up with them over 
the summer to ask about their experience on the show.

ED: Well done on reaching the final of the Scottish Home of the 
Year 2020 competition. Tell us what prompted you to enter?

RM: We'd seen the first series of Scotland's Home of the Year 
but knew it was well out of our league. With few exceptions 
it seemed dominated by properties built on a foundation of 
money. One, in fact, was a converted castle. The winner a 
kind of ′Grand Design′. So, in fact, we didn't apply. We were 
nominated via some kind of interior design grapevine. One 
day in July 2019, Moira got a cold-call from an agency that 
worked with the BBC on the programme. Could they take a 
look at our house? Well, yes, I suppose so. But it isn't finished!

Shortly afterwards, the director and a producer came to visit. I 
didn't meet them. They were gone by the 
time I came home from work. We now had 
a month to 'finish' it before they came back 
with the film unit. Having just knocked 
through a wall to link the kitchen with the 
entrance hall it seemed a bit, well, prema-
ture.

At the time we'd been in the house for five 
years. It evolved over that period. There 
was no plan.

ED: Tell us a bit more about your back-
grounds and about the house. What makes 
it special to you?

RM: Moira is an artist with a degree in 
Textile Design and a Masters in Fine Art, 
and I graduated in Fine Art (Sculpture). It's 
our second home together; we moved into 
New Street in September 2014. Although 
it's on New Street, it's a very old house, 
built in 1845. The deeds are in the name of 
Mary Elizabeth Frederica Mackenzie (Lady 
Hood) of Seaforth, at which time both our 
ancestors would have been living in black 
houses. The stone for it, we were told, came 
from the same quarry as the War Memorial. 
There's a sense, too, that it is connected to the 

construction of the Lews Castle.

As a home, it's essentially Moira's creation. 
She is an interior design enthusiast and 
obsessive. There are hundreds of World of 
Interiors-type magazines and dozens of books 
on all aspects of home and product design. 
This is harnessed to her art practice, which 
began by 'raiding' derelict croft houses, col-
lecting abandoned artefacts—especially wall-
paper and mirrors—and emptying the con-
tents of charity shops. There's enough stuff for 
three houses stored in sheds on- and off-site.

Home of
the Year 
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She has a deep emotional connection with the island past 
and an advanced sensibility as to what works and what 
doesn't in a home. Her dissertation at Art School was 
on Gaston Bachelard's seminal book The Poetics of Space.

So, it's constantly evolving. I have gone to work in the 
morning and found it redecorated when I came home. 
Our bed has changed position about eleven times. Since 
the programme was filmed, the wall in the dining room 
went from white to hot-pink and back to white again. 
Tables, chairs, and dressers are brought in, stripped, 
lime-waxed, shifted, shunted, loaded with crockery, 
replaced ... on and on it goes. A lot of the artwork is 
from what I have collected over the years through work-
ing at An Lanntair. In truth, it will never be finished.

ED: What was the filming experience like? 

RM: We spent the day before filming bho moch gu dubh getting it 
ready. Like the house was the bride at a celebrity wedding. It's 
never been so tidy. Early next morning, the crew turned up and 
we did a couple of interviews. Some problems showed up. How 
do you film a room full of bevelled mirrors without having the 
cameraman in shot? Finally, for ambience, a bit of horsing about 
with the kids. After which, they went to school, I went to work 
and Moira went for a coffee and a wander. We didn't meet the 
judges until after the final.

All in all, the experience didn't seem much more intrusive than 
having guests or a 

band round after a concert. That said, it is quite weird to see 
people on telly in your bedroom, passing comment. Judging you.

Our heat was the last in the series. Filming took place on a Friday 
morning. After it, the crew caught the Tarbert ferry for Skye and 
from there to Arran. We learned we'd won on Sunday night and 
had to be in Glasgow for the final the following Monday. It all 
seemed very abrupt. How did all this happen?

ED: Tell us about the final in Glasgow. What did you think 
when you saw the homes of the other finalists? How did you 
manage to keep the fact you were in the final a secret?

RM: At MacIntosh's Home for an Art Lover 
we met the other finalists and saw photos of 
their houses on easels. It wasn't the best way 
to get an impression, but it was evident that 
there were several show-stoppers. Not least 
Hugh Berry's house; the eventual winner. 
For sheer opulence, it was hard to see past.

We were slightly apprehensive about spend-
ing a whole day with strangers; each eyeing-
up the competition. But it was friendly and 
amenable, and there was no sense of envy 
or animosity. As for keeping it secret, we 
all had to sign a non-disclosure agreement 
(NDA), so that made it a bit easier. After a 
couple of months we kind of forgot about it.

Ultimately, we were told that there were 
hundreds of applications, and that they 
had looked at ninety-seven properties and 
selected twenty-seven. Of these, nine made 
the final and we made the top three. So 
that's certainly something to be proud of. 
Apparently it had huge viewing figures and 
battling opinions on social media.

For us, it was quite enjoyable because there was no real 
pressure. There was no intention or expectation that we 
would be asked to take part, far less end up as finalists. 
Winning outright was not even a remote possibility. That 
would be ridiculous. 

ED: Finally, do you think you’ve reached a point where 
you are 'done‘?

RM: I would like it to be a home for life if only to avoid 
the trauma of moving house again. But in this day and 
age who can be certain about anything?
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As has become customary over 
the last few years, Tong held their 
annual scarecrow competition at 
the end of July, to raise funds 

for the community hall. 
As ever, the entries were of a 
high standard, and the villag-
ers went to a lot of effort with 
their creations. Perhaps with a 
more political slant this year 
(with many featuring Domnhall 
Iain!), they certainly provided us 
with much entertainment. Here 
is just a small selection of what 
was on offer; Councillor Donald 
Crichton had a tough decision 
on his hands to choose a winner 
(Pictured middle top). All entries 
can be viewed on our Instagram 
and Facebook pages.

Tong 

Scarecrow 

Competition
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During lockdown, the CEBac commit-
tee has held virtual meetings, planning 
and preparing, and generally keeping 

things going. These have been success-
ful and useful—a port in a storm.

Our first AGM was scheduled for 17 April 2020, 
but was of course cancelled when lockdown was announced. 
As a registered charity, and following the regulations that go 
with all involved in that, our AGM will now be held virtually 
on 22 September at 7.30pm. Details of that meeting are below

In previous months we have mentioned our online intergen-
erational project Cluas ri Claisneachd and the results of that can 
be seen on our YouTube channel. These interviews by children 
with their grandparents are well worth a look and we thank 
all those who made such a great effort. The project will be 
open until the end of October, so please think about taking 
part if you have not already done so. Full details and instruc-
tions can be found on our website.

Kenny Fraochy’s digitisation of old cine film from the 50s and 
60s, shot by Peigi Morrison, Detroit, is now also available on 
our YouTube channel and we are very grateful to Kenny for 
undertaking this important archive digitisation. Kenny’s great 
Uncle Donald’s cine film Bac 1950s can also be viewed.

Looking ahead, as our winter season of public talks will not 
take place due to COVID-19 restrictions, we are currently 
organising online talks/interviews with Bacachs who live on 
the mainland and abroad. We hope the first of these will take 
place in October. Watch this space and also social media for 

further information.

Finally, we mentioned in the July/August issue of LATN that 
we are embarking on creating an anthology of Bàrdachd Sgìre 
a’ Bhac. If you have the words of any local verse, old or new, on 
any subject, please send to Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac 
or Loch a Tuath News. Alternatively, copy can be given to any 
committee member—Mary Ann Graham, Anne Macarthur, 
Seumas Macarthur, Donald I. Macdonald, Catherine Margaret 
Macinnes, Cathy Macinnes, Kenny Maciver, Iain Murray, 
Anne Ramsay, Coinneach Smith or Anna Tucker.

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac
1 School Road
Back HS2 0JY

Email: info@cebac.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ComannEBac/
Twitter: @ cEBac_org
Website: www.cebac.org

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a Bhac SCIO (Back Historical Society) is 
a Scottish Charitable Incorporateed Organisation (SCIO), SC09033, 
regulated by the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR).

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac – Back Historical Society

Tha Colaiste a’ Chaisteil a’ sireadh luchd-ionnsachaidh Gàidhlig a bhiodh ag iarraidh pairt a ghabhail 
ann an sgeama meantraidh, gus cothrom a thoirt dhaibh Gaidhlig a chleachdadh ann an suidheachadh 
neo-fhoirmeil. Tha an sgeama seo airson cothrom a thoirt dha luchd-ionnsachaidh an cànan a chleach-
dadh agus a leasachadh. Bhiodh an luchd-ionnsachaidh a’ coinneachadh ri meantair, a tha fileanta 
ann an Gàidhlig, airson timicheall air aon uair a thìde gach seachdain, gus còmhradh riutha gu neo-
fhoirmeil. An-dràsta, chan eil comas aig a’ cholaiste ach deichnear luchd-ionnsachaidh a chur tron an 
sgeama seo. Tha sinn a’ sireadh luchd-ionnsachaidh adhartach a bhiodh comasach air còmhradh le 
meantair.  Air sgàth mar a tha cùisean an-drasta leis a’ Choronabhirus chan eil sinn cinnteach fhathast 
cuine a thòisicheas seo. Ma tha ùidh agaibh ann a bhith an sàs anns a’ phrògram, neo ma tha ceistean 
sam bith agaibh, faodaidh sibh fios a chur chun phost-dealain seo: 

anne.frater@uhi.ac.uk 

Lews Castle College is looking for Gaelic learners who would like to take part in a mentoring programme, which would allow 
them the opportunity to speak Gaelic in an informal environment. This programme gives the learners the opportunity to practice 
and use the language in a comfortable environment. The learners would be meeting with a Gaelic mentor for around an hour 
each week and chatting informally with their mentor. At the moment, Lews Castle College only has capacity to put 10 Gaelic 
learners through this programme. The learners should be at an intermediate/advanced level, being able to converse with their 
mentor. Due to the current situation with coronavirus, we are unsure when this programme will begin. If you are interested in 
taking part in the programme, or if you have any questions, you can contact the following email: 

anne.frater@uhi.ac.uk

Luchd-ionnsachaidh Gaidhlig

Loch a Tuath News
Annual General Meeting

The Loch a Tuath News AGM will take place on 8 
September 2020 at 7pm, virtually. 

If any non-committee members would like to par-
ticipate, please contact the Secretary for the link to join 
online.
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 HiC
HOME improvement CENTRE

Kitchens  Powertools  Handtools  Ironmongery  Paint
Plaster Products  Fireparts  Timber  Household Tiles

Electrical/Plumbing Spares

01851 703646
Fax: 01851 702537

20 Bells Road, Stornoway
Mon - Fri 8am - 5:30pm, Sat 9am - 5pm GIFT VOUCHERS

22 Francis Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

RMk
tel: 01851 704949
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

● Insurance Brokers

● Business & Personal

● Excellent Service
ADVICEADVICE
YOU CANYOU CAN
TRUSTTRUST

MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING
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Kenny Cycles for 
Pancreatic Cancer UK

If you are up at the crack of 
dawn, you may have met 
Kenny John Mackenzie on 
his bike, heading to town 
for his daily early morning 
cycle. After tea, you might 
meet him on his way to 
Tolsta for his second ride 
of the day. Kenny is doing 
this as part of the virtual 
Prudential Ride London to 
raise funds for Pancreatic 
Cancer UK, a charity close to 
his heart. He hopes to cover 
500 miles in the month of 
August. His route each day 
takes him from his home 
in Lighthill to Stornoway, 
through Plasterfield and 
Sandwick, and down to 
the Braighe for a pit stop, 
before making the return 
journey. A 22-mile round 
trip pre-breakfast. Later 
in the day, it’s a straight 
run to Tolsta and back, 
covering nine miles. At 
the time of writing, Kenny 
has smashed his target of 
£1000. If you would like 
to make an online dona-
tion, the link is: https://
uk.virginmoneygiving.
com/KennethMackenzie8

Tong Sisters’ 5K A Day Challenge for 
Chest Heart & Stroke Scotland
Pictured below is the Frobisher family: 
Agnes, Eric, Anne (standing) Allan and 
Patricia (kneeling) formerly of 3 Morrison 
Square, Tong. Agnes Frobisher was our 
Grandma, whose parents originated from 
31 Aird Tong. It is 30 years this year since 
we sadly lost her. She suffered a stroke 
while visiting her sister in London, and 
following her stroke she lived with us at 
15a Aird Tong until she died in April 1990 
at the age of 64. In her memory, our aunty 
Tricia decided to organise a fundraiser for 
Chest, Heart & Stroke Scotland, a charity close to our family’s heart. Our mum and aunty lost 
their dad, Eric, aged 59 years to a stroke and their brother, Allan, aged 58 years old to a heart 
attack, so this fundraiser has a remarkably close trifold meaning.

As a family, we undertook a 5K a Day Challenge for the month 
of July. By either walking, running, cycling, or maybe even 
crawling, we committed to undertake 5K a day each, totalling 
155K over the month, promoting the importance of exercise to 
help prevent such conditions. Our aunty, our cousins in South 
Lochs, Simon, John, Joanne and Alasdair, along with our Mum, 
pounded the roads in our villages, hail, rain or shine! Some of 
their grandchildren also joined in.

We raised over £2000 and the page is still open if you would like 
to contribute to this worthy cause and support our fundraiser: 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/pat-macaskill1. All 
proceeds raised will be going to the local branch of Chest Heart 
& Stroke Scotland to help rebuild the lives of families affected 
by stroke and heart conditions in the Western Isles.

Mandy, Donna, Elaine, and Annismarie

Lockdown  Fundraising

A Stornoway Invasion
This snippet from the Stornoway Gazette, Friday 21 May 1948, was sent in by one of our Upper Coll 
readers over the summer. What would the Grazings Committee of 1948 make of this summer’s visitiors 
from across the globe?!

Picnicking at Coll Machair

Protest Against Invasion From Stornoway

In an effort to prevent picnickers from using Coll 
Machair, the Grazings Committee of Upper Coll has 
appealed to the Town Council of Stornoway and the 
Stornoway Trustees.

The Town Council discussed the Grazings Committee’s 
letter at their monthly meeting and decided that the matter 
was entirely outwith their jurisdiction.

A resolution passed by the Grazings Committee 
and referred to in a letter from John Maclean, the 
Clerk to the Town Council, records the “very strong-
est protest and condemnation of the practice on the 
part of a certain section of the Stornoway public in 

frequenting the machair and beaches” of the townships. 

Sacred Traditions Disregarded

“Such action as parking cars and picnicking on our com-
mon grazings is a flagrant violation of our rights as a 
crofting community,” states the resolution.

In particular the resolution condemns the growing prac-
tice of frequenting the machair at the weekends which the 
Grazings Committee states “amounts to the tramping on 
the part of those concerned upon our sacred convictions”. 
The people of the district, it is stated, are being deprived 
of their rights and suffering a grave injury to their feelings 
“because the sacred traditions which we revere and regard 
are being disregarded by this constant invasion from the 
town of Stornoway.”
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There is no doubt that the COVID-19 pandemic and lockdown 
has hit our economy hard. The retail, tourism and hospitality 
industries have been particularly hard hit this season, with all 
corners suffering huge losses in income. With the Highlands 
and Islands seeing increasing numbers of tourists from the 
rest of the UK and beyond, this year was expected to be one of 
the busiest yet. With attractions such as HebCelt, the Callanish 
Stones, our world-beating beaches, and the opportunity to 
commune with nature and enjoy the scenery, our local bed 
and breakfast and self-catering proprietors were set for 
another great summer. However, as we’ve seen in past issues, 
bookings had to be cancelled with immediate effect as soon as 
lockdown was announced by the First Minister in mid-March. 

With the easing of restrictions in July, and more passengers 
being permitted to travel to the island, local business own-
ers had a choice to make. To open their premises to guests or 
not? Difficult decisions had to be made, as two holiday home 
proprietors tell us.

Linda MacLeod Brown was born in Stornoway and has spent 
many holidays on the island. Her husband Paul was born in 
Sheffield but loves Lewis as much as she does. Together they 
built the Longhouse in 2012 on the old family croft on her 
father Neil’s side (40 Coll). It connects Linda to the island and 
became a 5-star holiday property to be lived in when they 
cannot be there themselves. Linda and Paul were visiting their 
home in March for their usual pre-season stay when lock-
down was announced and they had to hightail it back home 
swiftly and with a heavy heart, as they couldn’t stay on the 
island. Linda said, ‘I cancelled a near-full season of spring and 
summer guests. As it turned out, all postponed to stay another 
time, mostly same time next year.’ 

When they knew the government planned to re-open tourism, 
the couple decided to wait a few weeks before re-opening in 
early August. This gave them time to come back up themselves 
to ensure the house is ‘COVID safe’ for both guests and the 
housekeeping team. ‘The team underwent additional training 
with us so, even with our already rigorous “beyond-5-star” 
cleaning standards, we now also adhere to industry COVID-19 
cleaning protocols.  When we started taking bookings again, 
we very quickly filled up into October, which can only help the 
local economy as it carefully reopens again’ said Linda. 

She continued, ‘We have gone to great lengths, changing some 
of the ways both the house and the guest experience works, 
to protect our guests, our team and our local community.  We 
recognise some local people have been apprehensive about 

the potential impact of visitors returning, but we have found 
our visitors to be considerate and respectful during their stay, 
just happy to enjoy some fresh air somewhere new after weeks 
of lockdown. We are lucky to have a great local housekeeping 
team, led by Anne, who lives in Back, and it was important to 
do right by them too.’

Others have had to make the difficult decision not to open, 
despite the loss of income. Donalda Mackinnon and her hus-
band Gus of Broadbay View started the self-catering Loch a’ 
Tuath Cottage about three years ago, not realising how busy 
they would be. ‘We had no idea how popular it would be. We 
were inundated with bookings every month of the year. We 
met such lovely people; some who have remained friends. We 
have had visitors from all over the globe and it was so satis-
fying knowing you were making someone’s holiday that bit 
more comfortable and memorable.’ Donalda continued, ‘2020 
was set to be our busiest year so far with bookings starting 
in January right through to November and beyond, but that 
changed within a matter of days.’ From March onwards the 
bookings were being cancelled. ‘I don’t think any of us knew 
the extent that COVID-19 would have on the world; I certainly 
didn’t’, she told us. 

As lockdown was put in place, Donalda, who is employed by 
HHP, started working from home. Thinking she would be at 
home for about three weeks, little did she know that she’d still 
be working from home in August, with no sign of that status 
changing anytime soon. After the first bout of cancellations, a 
few bookings for the later in the year remained. 

‘The more serious the situation got, the more anxious I became 
about taking people on to the island. I made the hard decision 
to cancel the few remaining bookings. I felt that my family’s 
health was more important. Members of my family have under-
lying health conditions and I didn’t want to take the risk or be 
responsible for taking anyone in to the cottage that may be una-
ware they have COVID-19. That was constantly on my mind…I 
hope that when this awful situation is over we will be able to 
welcome visitors back to our beautiful islands once again.’ 

Roll on 2021! 

www.lewislonghouse.com

www.lochatuathcottage.co.uk 

 Paul and Linda at the Longhouse

To Open or Not? That is the Question

 Loch a Tuath Cottage
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MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Back row L–R: Malcolm Maciver (Calum Beag, 1893–1978; Stornoway) his sole charge was Lochs from 1924 to 1959; Professor 
Roderick (Roddy) Alexander Finlayson (1895–1989; Lochcarron); Roderick J. Macleod (Rodaidh a’ Cheistear, 1892–1929; Finsbay, 
Harris), ordained and inducted to Cross, Ness in 1921; Alexander Macleod (Ness), ordained and inducted to Glenelg in 1922, 
translated to North Uist in 1925 and then in 1928 to Coigeach; William Alexander Fowler (1893–1972; Kildary); Ronald Lamont 
Fraser (1895–1963; Obbe, Harris), ordained and inducted to Lochbroom in 1921, then to Lochcarron in 1926 and then to Stratherick 
and Daviot in 1952, he retired in 1956; Murdo Kennedy Macleod (1895–1979; Calbost, Lochs), ordained and inducted to Govanhill 
in 1921, appointed RAF chaplain in 1925, where he remained until 1950, when he was appointed Principal Chaplain at Air 
Ministry London, he retired accepting a call to the Church of Scotland charge of Innisall and Glenorchy, retired 1970.

Front row L–R: Malcolm Campbell Ramsay (1890–1973; Australia); Professor John Kennedy Cameron (1860–1944; Rosskeen, 
Ross-shire); Professor William Menzies Alexander (1858–1929; Edinburgh); Reverend Principle James Duff MacCulloch (1836–
1926; Logie Easter, Ross-shire); Professor John Robertson MacKay (1865–1939; Edinburgh); R.C. Bell (Elocution – no further 
information available); Professor Robert Moore (1863–?; Tyrone, Ireland).

Rev. Kenny Murdo Ferguson (22 Back) kindly sent us this photo 
of a Free Church College group. Some of the gents were in two of 
his former congregations (Lochs and Ness), and some of our older 
readers will know several of the men, who were regulars on the 
communion circuit in the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s.

We are coming into glut season in the garden, and suddenly 
25 fabulous things to do with courgettes is topmost on my 
mind! That, and if all these tomato flowers fruit, we will be up 
to our ears in ketchup. Last year, I found the perfect thing for 
courgettes, after the stir frying, pickles, salting, in vinegar, grid-
dling and 50 ways to make ratatouille (all disgusting). Now if 
you have a surfeit of courgettes and a dog read on. If you have 
neither, I am so sorry I 
have wasted your time up 
to now!

For perfect dog biscuits:
Handful wholemeal flour
Handful spelt flour
Slosh of sunflower oil
2 eggs
Handful grated courgette 
or carrot or mix of the two

If you want neat grams and measurements you need Nigella; 
do not look to me. I did have some scales, but they died 
through lack of work. 

Mix the lot together with your hands, if it’s a bit wet add more 
flour, too dry a little more grated courgette and mould into 
small biscuit size mounds and place onto non-stick baking 
paper, pop in preheated oven and bake. Don’t ask about tem-
perature as I have no idea…just swing that dial round three-
quarters of the way. They are cooked when golden brown and 
firm to the touch.

The first time I made these for the pooches I left them to 
cool and wandered off somewhere. When I came back to the 
kitchen, Andrew (the other half) was buttering the third one 
and complimented me on the taste. I only told him later…but 
now we know they taste nice! 

Cool and then use either as part of your dog’s meal or as a treat. 
I know you are not daft, but I need to write: don’t feed a load 
of these all at once. Maybe give one to your dog and make sure 
they are okay. They store well in a biscuit tin, so go easy till 
you are sure they suit. Some dogs (like people) are sensitive to 
wheat. Spelt flour is better, so if not sure use either gluten free 
or all spelt
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Local Lad Makes Good
We are extremely pleased to report that Mr Donald Graham, 38 
Gress, son of Murdo Graham who was born at 8 Back and Mrs 
Graham who hails from Coll, Back, who is taking courses in chem-
istry at the Blackpool Technical College, Blackpool, has passed 
with distinction, his first year’s exams in Maths and Physics.

Donald, who was two years at The Nicolson Institute, was advised 
to go in for chemistry by the management of the factory where he 
works, who obviously recognised his capabilities. We wish Donald 
every success down amongst the Sassenachs.

The Tilley is Pensioned Off
The village of Back, including Lighthill, have at last had their 
meters installed so that we now only have to press the switch to get 
very good illumination from 100 watt bulbs. So no more groping 
about in the twilight for the meth jar and having to give the “tongs” 
a second dip with shortening light and tempers, and then pumping 
like Billy-O.

Many electric irons are already in evidence and busy, and many 
people have had electric fires fitted in bedrooms. No doubt the 
washing machine will appear soon too.

The new light, however, by its silence has given a sort of unearthly 
feeling in rural houses where the gentle but insistent hissing of the 
faithful Tilley lamp used to make one feel that one had company 
even when alone. The whole feeling can be summed up in one 
phrase attributed to an old bodach who said, “Nach e solus sin tha 
cianal”. The considerable warmth emitted by the Tilleys will also 

Back in Time September1950
be missed in the wintertime, especially by the old folk—but 
progress must progress we suppose (if only occasionally) in 
Lewis.

The Union Protests
The Back Poachers’ Union are to protest to the people of Coll 
and the inhabitants around Tong and Steinish Fjords or thereby 
for inveigling the Gress River salmon up south by sinister 
means at present unknown.

They point out with good reason that Gress salmon had an 
innate sense of delicacy and heretofore refused to be murdered 
by anyone except red-headed Bacachs. As the poaching frater-
nity are still extant here we fail to find any relevant reason for 
the salmon’s sudden repugnance to them unless the Scottish 
Secretary’s Magic Wheel and mambo-jumbo (‘Scuse me, 
Breve) had something to do with it.

TONG
The Late Murdo Macleod
The death took place at his residence, 5 Aird, Tong, of Mr 
Murdo Macleod, a well-known and highly respected member 
of the community. He was an elder in the Back Free Church 
congregation for the long period of eighteen years during which 
time he exercised a great influence for good in the congregation 
and far beyond its confines.

Mr Macleod’s home was a haven of hospitality. One could not 
help feeling the warmth of the welcome received as soon as one 

crossed his threshold. No hosts could entertain more liber-
ally or more sincerely than Mr Macleod and his family.

Although not very tall in stature, he was endowed with 
unusual physical strength. He did not boast of his prowess. 
He was a strong and silent man. He was a tender-hearted 
man, full of wide, human sympathy and one who detested 
anything which savoured of rancour or discord in his day 
to day dealing with his fellow men.

In his early years—in common with most of his contem-
poraries—Mr Macleod followed the occupation of fisher-
man. He relinquished this many years ago. He was hale 
and hearty until six months before his demise when he was 
reluctantly obliged to take to bed. Although he made some 
progress sufficient to enable him to get up again, he was 
completely bedridden for the last two months of his life.

The end came peacefully as would become a peaceable 
man whose life was a shining example of the practical 
Christianity which does not have to cry aloud in the streets 
in order to receive recognition.

The remains were interred in the Gress Cemetery on the 
7th September, when a large concourse assembled to pay a 
final tribute to a personality who was greatly beloved. The 
Rev. A. Macleod, Back, conducted the service.

Mr Macleod is survived by his widow and four daughters. 
Mary and Joan are married in Detroit, Murdina on the 
island and Chrissie is at home. The last named two devot-
edly nursed their father in his last illness.

To Mrs Macleod, the widow, and all the family, the deep 
sympathy of a wide circle of friends is extended.
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The Island Spirit Whisky Shop opened its doors on 18 July. 
The new shop, located on Cromwell Street, is run by husband 
and wife team, Iain and Mary Faller of 55 Aird Tong. After 
months of hard work, Iain had planned to open the shop in 
April, but, of course, COVID struck and the grand opening 
was put on hold. Not to be deterred, the determined duo went 
ahead and launched the shop on Facebook, offering home 
deliveries throughout lockdown. This service proved extreme-
ly successful, with up to 20 orders a day being received online 
and over the phone, and Father’s Day being particularly busy. 
Even with the shop opening, they are continuing to deliver 
island-wide, and indeed worldwide. 

An avid whisky collector, Iain decided to take the leap into 
starting his new business after giving up his job offshore and 
undergoing a back operation. During his recovery, he started 
attending the local Business Gateway courses to learn what 
was needed to set up a new business. It was these courses that 
gave Iain, with Mary’s encouragement, the confidence to go 
ahead and live his dream. 

Looking forward to opening the new shop in April, the lock-
down was a devastating blow. However, it also gave them the 
time to set themselves up for success by spreading the word 
online and doing the home deliveries. When they were finally 
allowed to open, it was under very different circumstances 

than what they had originally planned. The free tastings and 
sample events they wanted to run as part of their grand open-
ing had to be shelved, although they do hope to be one of the 
first shops to take part in ‘virtual tastings’ very soon. 

The shop is a treasure trove of goods, and it’s clear a lot of 
love and attention has been paid to making it a great environ-
ment to browse the huge range on offer. Handcrafted shelving 
houses row upon row of beautiful bottles and gifts, and repur-
posed whisky barrels provide the counter space. 

Not just for whisky lovers (there is a huge selection of coveted 
malts), the shop stocks a vast selection of gins, as well as some 
ciders, wine and prosecco. There are gifts galore on offer too, 
including specially crafted boozy candles from Sandwick Bay, 
tinned Stag liqueur cakes, crystal glasses and handcrafted 
liqueur chocolates. Their website will be launching soon and 
with more merchandise still to come, there really is something 
for everyone.

We wish Iain and Mary every success in their new venture. 
Sláinte!

Facebook: The Island Spirit Whisky Shop

Tel.: 07555 697540

An Enterprising Bunch

ED: Hi Ruaraidh, tell us a bit about yourself and your back-
ground.

RU: I was born in Eastbourne, but I was raised in Back, 
which is where I call home. My parents are Chrissie (nighean 
Chonoican) and Peter Urpeth. It’s a cliché, but I feel a deep con-
nection to the area and its community, which led me to move 
home last year after six years of living in Edinburgh. I’m now 
a permanent resident of Back. 

I was a Gàidhlig medium pupil at Sgoil a’ Bhac, and was 
lucky enough to attend S1 and S2 there before the second-
ary department was closed. I’m grateful for the many fond 
memories from the era, but I wasn’t remotely studious! 
Afterwards, I attended the Nicolson Institute in Stornoway, 
where I reformed my prior lack of bookishness and performed 
relatively well academically. However, I remained stubbornly 
committed to the cause of being uncommitted throughout sec-
ondary school. Thankfully, I found film and photography in 
time to qualify and apply to university, where I studied Film 
and Media at Queen Margaret, Edinburgh.

ED: Tell us about your new venture.

RU: By the end of my degree, I had accrued an eclectic mix 
of work experience in the film, television and advertising 
industries. This has made me a bit of a ‘Jack of all trades’, 
which I have capitalised on by starting Quay Digital Media. It 
is a commercial photo and video production business, based 
in Lewis. More can be found on my website, including a link 
to buy prints of my landscape photography. This was all 

made possible by generous support from the local Business 
Gateway office. I am also a producer of the annual Hebrides 
International Film Festival, which is very rewarding. 

My ultimate ambition is to be a narrative filmmaker, and my 
creative work has received recognition at various domestic 
and international film festivals.

ED: How has the COVID-19 pandemic affected your new 
business?

RU: I launched Quay Digital Media in the midst of the lock-
down, anxious to build momentum as restrictions eased. I 
was pleased to discover that local businesses had an interest 
in releasing COVID-19 reopening videos, which I have been 
creating regularly, as well as working on a variety of other 
photo and video projects.

ED: How can people reach you?

RU: Quay Digital Media can be found online via our website, 
Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn. I also have an Instagram 
page specifically for my photography.

Website: www.quaydigitalmedia.com

Facebook: @quaydigitalmedia

Instagram: @quaydigitalmedia

LinkedIn: @quaydigitalmedia

Landscape photography Instagram: @quaydigitalimage

The COVID-19 pandemic certainly hasn’t stopped our enterprising residents from taking the leap into starting new ventures. This month 
we meet Ruaraidh Urpeth of Quay Digital Media and Iain and Mary Faller, who have not long opened the Island Spirit Whisky Shop in 
Stornoway. 

Whisky Galore

Quay Digital Media
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 Iain and Mary 

Beautiful  
displays 

throughout 
the shop

An inviting shop 
front 

 Something for 
everyone

 Ruaraidh at Work

Sunrise Over the Fideach 

Saint Aula by Ruaraidh Urpeth 
(prints can be bought on the 
QDM website) 

Quay Digital 
Media

Whisky 
Galore!
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the rituals associated with death 
in our community when we are 
denied them. This has been espe-
cially trying as we have been una-
ble to visit bereaved friends and 
families over the last few months. 
There has never been such a time 
in our community.

We know of young couples whose 
weddings have had to be post-
poned—some more than once. 
Their lives await them and they 
are undoubtedly impatient and 
we hope they find suitable dates 
in the near future. It has been 
unsettling for people of all ages.

Our children are now back in school, having had the longest break from it any 
recent generation has had. Time will tell if the five-month break has had any last-
ing effect. Undoubtedly, it has resulted in families doing more together than they 
ever had the time to do before, as they lead such busy lives. It is still a time of 
uncertainty for teachers and pupils as they seek to adjust to this new world. We 
wish them well as they seek to achieve the best results in this new world.

We hope there is never again the uncertainty over exam results we have seen 
upsetting so many over recent weeks, as they got results without having sat their 
final exams. There were bound to be difficulties. We hope these have now been 
sorted out.

We are grateful for the many in our community and throughout the country who 
kept on working to ensure that we had a semblance of normality both locally and 
nationally. Unfortunately, these unsung heroes will continue be unsung and not 
richly rewarded when this is over. 

We have found out who is important and who isn’t. Many of the former provide 
us with the daily services that make life easier for us all. Unfortunately, while the 
words are fulsome, the reward, as we return to a semblance of normality, doesn’t 

match the importance of what so many of these people do. 

It is not over yet. We have no idea when or if it will be. We 
can only continue keeping our heads down and hope it 
continues to pass us by as it has, in the main, until now.

This has been the strangest year for any of us 
born in the postwar years. 

In March we were frightened into instantly 
changing many of the habits of a lifetime. Had 
these changes been suggested in February not 
only would we have failed to take any heed, but 
we would also have thought the story was one 
concocted in a science-fiction novel.

In a normal year many of us would by now be 
back from our summer holidays. The world 
our oyster. However, this year, for most of us, 
there was no travel past our own shores, and as 
the chains of restraint were gradually loosened 
so were the modes of behaviour we would call 
normal. There have been tales from all over the 
Highlands and Islands about the inappropriate 
behaviour of so many from our own country 
who have misinterpreted our normal welcome 
to visitors as a licence to suspend the accepted 
behaviour of normal people in normal times.

Most of us have stayed put. Why would we put 
ourselves at risk? Where would we go that was 
better than what we have on our doorstep?

Many of us have made use of the free facilities 
around us. Traigh Chuil for me or the Castle 
Grounds. I have walked Traigh Chuil more in the 
last five months than I have in the last 30 years. 
We all have our favourite spots.

It has been a difficult time for many families 
who have suffered bereavements. We have been 
unable to share the burden of grieving with them 
as there have been no wakes or public funer-
als. We only properly realise the importance of 

Coinneach aig BaileCoinneach aig Baile

In the From the Archives article on p.35 of the July/August 2020 
issue, there was an error in the photo caption. The back row 
should have read as follows: Iain Macdonald, Gordon Macleod, 
Angus Nicolson, Murray Macleod, Peter O’ Donnell, George 
Macaskill, DJ McCarthy, George Stewart, Peter Grant, Iain 
Maclennan, Aonghas Campbell, Jason Macleod, Alexander 
Maciver, John Macleod. We apologise for the mistake.

Correction

Over the summer, for a bit of fun, Derek ‘Pluto’ Murray ran a 
competition on his daily radio show ‘Siubhal gu Seachd le Pluto’ 
on Radio nan Gaidheal. The manager of each local football team 
was asked to submit three song choices to be their club anthem. 
Voters on Twitter chose their favourite out of those three and the 
top choice for each club was then forwarded to the head-to-head 
rounds, where they went up against another team’s winning track. 
From Back’s selection, Cher’s ‘If I Could Turn Back Time’ (a nod to 
the team’s past glory days) won the popular vote and went through 
to the knockout stage only to be defeated in the first head-to-head 
by Carloway (what’s new?!) with their choice of Peat & Diesel’s 
‘Brandy in the Airidh’. The eventual finalists were Carloway and 
Ness (with Peat & Diesel’s ‘Island’), with Carloway being crowned 
the overall winner. 

Club     Choon
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July was 
a big month 
for friends and 
families as lock-
down restrictions were eased significantly, allowing family members liv-
ing away to travel ‘home’ to the island for the first time since March. It was 
nice to see so many who missed their usual Easter break in the district. One 
of the first on the ferry was Kara from Abernethy, who as regular readers will 
know, was devastated to miss her Easter holidays on the croft at 47 Back. Two 
years ago, Kara entered her pet lamb, Lavender, into Pet Corner. This year, 
Lavender had her first lamb, Cubby, and the wee flock and their shepherd-
ess had a great reunion after a four-month delay. Kara worked really 
hard while she was here and is looking forward to 
visiting her sheep again soon.

Material for publication in the OCTOBER issue of Loch a Tuath 
News must be in before MONDAY 14 SEPTEMBER 2020

August Sunset

 August Sunset in Coll by Jonathan Maclean

Thanks to the Tong 
Community Council for 
their donation to buy the 
flowers for pots this year. 
They certainly do bright-

en the gateway to Tong 
road end.

Beautiful  Blooms

Friends Friends 
ReunitedReunited


