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We need you... 

to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the 
community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their 
free time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and 
ears’ of the district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 

If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal 
Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £2.42 to cover cost 
and postage. 

FÀILTE

Welcome to the July/August 2010 
edition of Loch a Tuath News. 
Since this is the summer issue 

we have included four extra pages and 
we have some colour pages also. We 
have a number of interesting articles and 
pictures for you. We have news of the 
new minister of Back Free Church and 
news of a testimony night which was held 
in the hall recently. Kiwi has provided us 
with an account of some of his memo-
ries and we have a fascinating article 
by Sister Clare from Gress. Margaret 
Macleod tells us some more of her trav-
els down under and we report on various 
events which have taken place recently, 
such as the Sunday School outing and 
the Tong Fete. Back Community Council 
have provided us with an account of their 
activities and we have an interesting 
piece on the arrival of running water in 
Back. Back and Tong Schools have also 
provided us with news of the prizegiv-
ings which took place at the end of term. 
We also have photos of local worthies of 
years gone by.

The Loch a Tuath News committee is 

very keen to hear feedback from readers. 
What do readers enjoy about the publica-
tion?  Is there anything that you do not 
like?  What would you be interested in 
seeing more of in each issue? Have you 
any other comments to make? Please 
get in touch with the editor or a member 
of the committee to make your views 
known. See the contact details on this 
page. Also, please consider if you can 
make a contribution to the LATN, as we 
rely on people being willing to contribute 
articles, photos etc. The AGM of Loch a 
Tuath News takes place on Monday 16 
August at 7.00pm in Sgoil a’ Bhac and we 
would be delighted to see people taking 
an interest in their community newspaper.

Cover photo: Headteacher John 
Maclean, Depute Headteacher Angus 
Maclennan and Secretary Isabelle 
Macdonald, who are leaving their 
posts at Sgoil a’ Bhac



3

COLL

In Hospital

Best wishes go to Katie Ann Gilchrist 
(nighean a’ Chlark) who spent some 
time in hospital after taking ill while 
on holiday in Spain. Katie Ann is now 
back home in Longniddry being lov-
ingly cared for by her husband Bert. 

On Holiday

It is good to hear Alex George Maciver 
(mac Iain Khelson) was on holiday at 
his sister Cathie, 59 Coll. Alex George 
has been in indifferent health for some 
time but it is good that he was able to 
travel to see all the relatives. Alex we 
do hope you enjoyed the break and the 
weather wasn’t too bad.

Local Mod

To all the children that took part in the 
Local Mod we would like to congratu-
late them all on doing so well once 
again. Well done to you all and keep 
up the good work. 

Bereavement

The community would like to express 
our condolences to the widow and 
family of Kenny Macmillan of Melbost 
who passed away suddenly on the 
5th of June. Kenny, who was originally 
from the district of Lochs, was well 
known as a Delivery driver firstly with 
Kenneth Maclennan (Oils) and lat-
terly with Scottish Fuels where he was 
well respected by his employers, work-
mates and customers alike.  

GRESS

Get Well Wishes

We send our best wishes to Catriona 
(Ghlen) Fairbairn, Taigh Freya, who is in 
hospital recovering from surgery. Also 
to Roger Seddon after his stay in hos-
pital. We hope to see you both out and 
about soon.

Visitors

Roddy Alec Shogaidh, Jessie Bell 
Dhomhnuill Shogaidh and her niece 
and husband were visiting Gress and 
Uig where her sister Ishbel and niece 
are living and have the restaurant Loch 
Croistean. Domhnull Neil John and 
Anne, who were in Upper Coll with 
Alasdair and Jessie, paid a sentimental 
visit to the village.

AS NA 
BAILTEAN

BACK / VATISKER

The Passing of a Very Familiar 
Figure

Angus Macleod

Mr Angus Macleod, 44 Back, passed 
away on Tuesday 10th June in Ospadal 
nan Eilean where he had been a 
patient after suffering a severe stroke 
some weeks before. Aged 80 years 
old Angus, or Iga as he was better 
known, was the eldest son of the late 
Mrs Catriona and Mr Kenneth Macleod 
(Coinneach Bhatasgeir, 50 Back). As 
a young man he went and found work 
in Glasgow and, although he was from 
his early youth interested in local and 
national football, his period in Glasgow 
made him an ardent supporter of the 
‘boys in blue’ of Ibrox Park. Physically 
strong, robust and tall, he made an 
ideal stopper between the posts when 
he played for the Back senior team in 
the early sixties. Iga will be missed in 
the community in which he lived and 
by those he daily met at the local Post 
Office, where he daily collected his 
paper. To Bell and family, as well as to 
his sister and brother, we extend much 
sympathy.

Home on Holiday

It was good to see mainland resi-
dents home on holiday this summer. 
Georgina and Alasdair Hossack came 
from Rosemarkie to 2 New Street and 
Katie Mary and Donnie Sutherland 
from Fortrose to 47 Back.  They caught 
the best of the weather so far, and we 
hope to see them again soon.

Sympathy

The community was very sad to hear 
that Murdo Macleod, or Murchadh an 
Rudha as he was known here, had 
passed away. Murchadh served the vil-
lages with his mobile grocery van for 
40 years, and maintained a very loyal 
customer base in this district. He will 
be fondly remembered by the friends 
he made over the years. Our sympathy 
goes to the family.

TONG

Best Wishes

We are all very pleased and thankful to 
hear that Christine Morrison, daughter 
of Dollag and Bob Morrison, Kilmuir, 
11 Tong Road, is recovering well after 
a very long illness and we wish her a 
bright and healthy future. 

Back Home

The community is relieved and thank-
ful to hear Dollag (Bulp) and Willie 
MacLeod are back home after a long 
time away because of Dollag’s illness. 
We hope that she continues to get bet-
ter and enjoys the summer months at 
home with the family.

Visiting from Canada

We welcome Mary Brown (Thomson) 
and her husband Barry home to visit 
Mary’s mother Betsy Thomson, 18 Aird 
Tong. We do hope that Mary’s mother 
comes home from hospital soon and 
that she continues to improve so that 
they can spend quality time together.

Bethesda Hospice Charity Walk

Three men from Tong played a signifi-
cant part in the success of the recent 
Bethesda Hospice Tolsta to Ness moor 
walk. At one point a torrent of water 
caused difficulty crossing, but our 
three “Gallant” men saved the day - 
John Alex Finlayson (mac Iain Iomhair) 
helped everyone down the embank-
ment, Peter MacDonald (Foggy) stood 
in the middle, “up to his knees” in the 
water, and even lifted some people 
across, and last but by no means least, 
the leader Kenny MacLennan, who 
gave a helping hand up the embank-
ment and guided everyone along the 
safest route to Ness. A great achieve-
ment for a very worthwhile cause.      

(continued on page 5)
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Many congratulations to Alison Macinnes, 35 Back, who won 
the Silver Pendant at the Local Mod for Girls Solo Singing 
13-15.

Children in Outend Coll enjoying the playpark, which has been 
taken over by the parents. The swings have had new parts fit-
ted and the other equipment is being painted and renovated. 
The children are accompanied by one of the parents Calum 
Murdo Macdonald.

One of the village teams which took part in the shinty section of the Tong Village Fete. Skill was not much in evidence but enthusi-
asm was the winner. One of the ladies in the losing team said it was a “Con” the other team won.       
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Musical Success

Gavin Marnoch (9) of Aird Tong has 
had some very good news recently. 
He attended the String Training 
Course organised by The National 
Youth Orchestra of Scotland at Easter.  
Following the course he was invited to 
join the viola section of The National 
Children’s Orchestra. In the recent 
Scottish Traditional Music examina-
tion run by Royal Scottish Academy of 
Music and Drama, Gavin gained Grade 
4 with Distinction.

UPPER COLL

Expanding

I thought it would be worth letting 
readers know how Col Uarach con-
tinues to expand. What started as 
Uilleam Mhurdigan’s house behind 
Peigi Chalum Dhoilidh’s retirement cot-
tage is now a street and a half of new 
houses, a total of 12. The photos also 
show the 11 new homes being built in 
Pairc Ghearradh Ghuirm. Upper Coll 
continues to expand and it is gratify-
ing to note that nearly all the new Col 
Uarachites are young local families. 
Long may that be the case. We hope 
they contribute to the case for the 
retention of our local schools, as we 
continue to buck the population trend 
in the rest of the islands.

Busy Summer

This summer is going to be a busy 
time for Mrs Mackay, No. 6. Two of 
her grandchildren are getting married. 

Marina Matheson, No. 17, and her first 
cousin Donald Mackay, No. 6, will be 
setting forth on the path of marriage. 
We should have the details for the next 
edition. Meanwhile se “Dè a tha mise 
a’dol a chur orm? Am feum mi outfit ùr 
son gach tè?”

Goodbye and Bon Voyage

Many tributes will be rightly paid to the 
retiring headmaster of Back School 
John Maclean. Many will express their 
sadness at seeing Angus Maclennan 
“Aonghas Ghobhaig” moving from 
Back School. Back’s loss is the new 
Nicolson’s gain. They have both played 
a huge and influential part in education 
in the Back area for a generation.

In Col Uarach we note, however, that 
Ishbel Macdonald, No. 32, is also leav-
ing her position as school secretary, 
office manager, administrative assist-
ant, LATN typist etc. She was only paid 
for one of them but carried them all out 
effectively. She was also the first point 
of contact for anyone going into the 
school. It will be exceedingly difficult 
to replace them all. We wish them the 
best for the future. Ishbel will now be 
joining her husband Alec John as they 
try and furnish us with all our home 
improvement needs on Bells Road.         

Gach Beannachd 

Chan fhaod mi dad a ràdh, agus na  
innsibh do dhuine e, ach bha Seonaid 
agus Alasdair, No. 13, deich bliadhna 
fichead pòsda bho chionn ghoirid.

Dùrachdan

As we come to the end of another 
school term we wish all those who are 

moving from one school to another 
every success, Back to the Nicolson, 
the Nicolson to further education. May 
you enjoy the summer holidays. May 
the noise of children playing continue 
to echo around Col Uarach as we pass 
the baton from one generation to the 
next.

Grazings Committee

It was gratifying to see several of the 
younger shareholders at the last village 
meeting. It is important this continues 
as the present office bearers have been 
carrying the burden for a long time. 
Keep coming. Soon it will be your turn 
to take over.

Congratulations to Allison Mackay, 
daughter of Angus and Catherine 
(Swordale), on winning the Darren 
Morrison Memorial Trophy for solo 
singing in the 5-8 fluent Gaelic speak-
ers’ competition at the Local Mod. 
Allison attends Bun Sgoil na h-Airde 
and is the grand-daughter of Willie and 
Ishbel, 42b Coll.

Upper Coll new scheme Upper Coll new street
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TESTIMONY EVENING
The new hall at Back Free Church was filled to capacity 
on Friday 11 June for a curry meal and informal testimony 
evening.  The tables were elegantly set and the atmosphere 
was warm and welcoming.  We enjoyed an array of curries 
and assorted accompaniments, washed down with a cup 
of tea, biscuits and chocolates.  We must commend the 
cooks who provided the delicious and authentic curries, 
those who served so ably and pleasantly and all those in 
the background who worked so hard and selflessly to make 
the evening such a success. 

After the meal, Charlie Nicholson, Stornoway, and Robert 
France, Vatisker, shared their testimonies with us which 
were interesting and thought provoking.  The evening ended 
with the singing of Psalm 23.

As well as hosting Church services, the hall is used for 
Youth Fellowship, Children’s Church and Sunday School.  
After the summer holidays it is hoped to start a Club for 
under-12s from Tong to Gress featuring team activities, craft 
making, games and Bible teaching. 

The hall can accommodate up to 300 people and 
there is also a spacious side room for a smaller venue, a 
well equipped kitchen and toilets.  This summer, a local 
couple have booked the hall for guests to have a cup of tea 
after their wedding at Back Free Church.  It could also be 
used to gather together after a funeral for tea/coffee, soup/
sandwiches etc.  Back Free Church would like the com-
munity to be aware that this facility is available for (alcohol-
free) functions, special occasions and clubs/meetings.  
Bookings can be made by contacting 820 724.

All residents and businesses in the Back District have views 
on things they would like to see changed or improved upon 
in the area. However these things won’t get done by keep-
ing these thoughts and ideas to yourself. Back Community 
Council is a forum where you can voice your views, ideas 
etc. Without input and engagement from the community the 
benefit the community council can bring is minimal. That is 
why we are keen to hear from you on the issues that you 
would like discussed and actioned. Community Council 
meetings are open to all and we welcome anybody who 
would like to attend. You may even have the desire and 
energy to be more involved which is always welcomed.

The following two meetings of the group are planned:

Monday 28th June, 7:30 in Back School
Monday 30th August, 7:30 in Back School – AGM

If you would like any further information, email Alasdair 
Maclean at alifromback@hotmail.com 

Recent Topics From Meeting 31.05.10

Brevig Toilets 

A number of incidents of vandalism inside these toilets 
was brought to the Community Council’s attention. It is 

proposed by Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar, Technical Services 
Dept that a combination lock will be installed to deter acts 
of vandalism inside these toilets. Progress of this will be 
monitored.

Grass Verges 

Cutting & maintenance of grass verges on main roads 
has been identified as a priority. Back Community Council 
are exploring options to address this in conjunction with 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.

District Flower Pots

Back Community Council are in the process of renewing the 
flower pots in the area. It is anticipated that these should be 
on display, enhancing the area in July.

Special Constable

Northern Constabulary have asked Back Community 
Council to identify individuals in the district that might be 
keen to nominate themselves as special constable in the 
area. If you are keen to find out more visit the following 
website: www.northernconstabularycareers.co.uk

ALL WELCOME AT BACK COMMUNITY COUNCIL

SUNDAY SCHOOL OUTING
A bus load of excited children set off to Ness Playpark on 
Saturday 5 June for the annual Back Sunday School Outing.  
We were blessed with good weather and the children made 
full use of the excellent facilities at the playpark.

After the picnic, the children all sang Happy Birthday to our 
Superintendent Mr Morrison, who was celebrating his birth-
day that day and helped him to blow out the many, many 
candles on his cake.

Everyone enjoyed the games and activities (especially the 

mums who took part in the Mums’ Race).  We were pleased 
so many parents made the trip to Ness to make it a fun day 
for all. Our thanks to everyone who contributed to making 
the outing such a success.

The annual prizegiving ceremony took place in the church 
on Sunday 20 June, where all the children received a prize 
for their hard work throughout the year. We also wish our S2 
class God’s richest blessings as they leave us and progress 
to pastures new.

The Sunday school re-opens at the beginning of September 
and we warmly welcome all the children in the community 
(P1- S2) to join us from 3pm to 4pm each week.

Charlie Nicholson and Robert France
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A NEW MINISTER FOR BACK
The Rev Calum Iain Macleod, minister of Barvas Free 
Church for the past 7 years, has 
accepted a call from Back Free 
Church. The call came before a meet-
ing of the Western Isles Presbytery 
of the Free Church held at Carnish in 
North Uist. It was the first time that an 
ordinary meeting of Presbytery was 
held outwith Stornoway. The Back 
congregation has been vacant since 
August last year when their minister, 
the Rev Dr Iain D Campbell, accepted 
a call to Point Free Church.

Mr Macleod (38) is a native of 
Scalpay. After attending the local 
school, the Sir E Scott School in 
Harris and the Nicolson Institute in 
Stornoway, he undertook a Business 
Studies course at Sabhal Mor Ostaig, 
the Gaelic College in Skye.   He 

then became the project manager at the £700,000 Visitor 
Centre at the Callanish Stones on the west side of Lewis 
and of the £1.2 million project to restore six traditional 

Blackhouses at Garenin. He then took 
a BA degree in Rural Development 
at Lews Castle College and then felt 
a call to enter the ministry. He stud-
ied at the Free Church College in 
Edinburgh where he graduated with a 
Bachelor of Theology degree.  He is a 
former Moderator of the Western Isles 
Presbytery.

Calum’s wife Murdina comes from 
Skye and they have a family of three 
girls.

The induction to his new charge at 
Back will take place on Tuesday, 
August 10.  The Rev Dr Iain D 
Campbell was appointed as Interim 
Moderator for the Barvas congrega-
tion.

This photo shows the late Alex John Macritchie, Vatisker; Murdo Mackay, Bragar; Murdigan Macdonald, Shulishader; 
and Swannie, Gress. Chris Murray organised a ‘whale-spotting trip’ for us off the Butt of Lewis. The only sighting was a 
woman from Skigersta taking in the washing! Wish they 
were still with us.

Swannie

LOCH A TUATH NEWS AGM

Monday 16 August 2010

7.00pm

Sgoil a’ Bhac Library

All Very Welcome

Please come along and support your commu-
nity newspaper

Murdo Ferguson
Travelling Barber

Have your hair cut in the comfort of your own home.

Cuts for ladies and gents

For further information phone Murdo on:

 01851 830477

Mobile: 07799 026506

Tolsta, Back, Gress, Tong

Dates for 2010:
Fri 6th August, Fri 1st October, Fri 10th December

Rev C. I. Macleod
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SERVICES IN BACK FREE CHURCH, JULY / AUGUST (DV)

BACK
July 04/07/10 Gaelic 12 noon Preacher – Rev A. A. Macdonald, 
Rtd; English 6pm Preacher –Mr Murdo Campbell Pre Div 
Student 11/07/10 English 10. 30am Preacher - Mr R. Mackenzie, 
Elder, Scalpay; Gaelic 12 noon Preacher – Mr J. Murray, Elder, 
Dowanvale; English 6pm Preacher – Mr R. Mackenzie, Elder, 
Scalpay 18/07/10 English 10. 30am Preacher – Rev R. Sinclair, 
Rtd; Gaelic 12noon Preacher – Mr M. Macleod Rtd Lay Preacher; 
English 6pm Preacher - Rev R. Sinclair, Rtd 25/07/10 English 10. 
30am Preacher – TBA; Gaelic 12noon Preacher - TBA; English 
6pm Preacher - TBA August 01/08/10 Gaelic 12 noon Preacher 
– Mr A. Macaulay, Div Student; English 6pm Preacher – Mr A. 
Macaulay, Div Student 08/08/10 English 10. 30am Preacher - Mr 
A. Macdonald Rtd Lay Preacher; Gaelic 12 noon Preacher – Mr 
A. Macdonald Rtd Lay Preacher; English 6pm Preacher – Mr A. 
Macdonald Rtd Lay Preacher 15/08/10 English 12noon Preacher 
– TBA; English 6pm Preacher – Rev C. I. Macleod (New Minister) 
22/08/10 English 10. 30am Preacher - Rev C. I. Macleod; Gaelic 
12 noon Preacher – Rev C. I. Macleod; English 6pm Preacher – 
Rev C. I. Macleod 29/08/10 English 12noon Preacher – Rev C. I. 
Macleod; English 6pm Preacher – Rev C. I. Macleod

TONG
July 04/07/10 English 10. 30am Preacher – Mr Murdo Campbell 
Pre Div Student; 11/07/10 Gaelic 6pm Preacher – TBA; 18/07/10 
English 6pm Preacher – Mr T. Davis; 25/07/10 Gaelic 6pm 
Preacher – Mr I. Mackinnon August 01/08/10 English 12 noon 
Preacher – Mr A. Macaulay, Div Student; 08/08/10 Gaelic 6pm 
Preacher – Mr I. Mackinnon; 15/08/10 No service in Tong this 
evening- New Minister’s first service at Back; 22/08/10 English 
6pm Preacher - Mr T. Davis; 29/08/10 No service in Tong this 
evening Stornoway Communions
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A CONVERSATION WITH KIWI

Thanks to Malcolm ‘Kiwi’ Macleod for agreeing to answer our 
questions.

I was born at No. 63 Lighthill, Back. My parents christened 
me Malcolm Morrison Macleod, Morrison being my mother’s 
maiden name and Malcolm after my mother’s brother.  I was 

the second one of the family of three, my sister Peggy Marie, 
the oldest, lives in Arochar with her husband Jim.  They have a 
son John and two daughters Caroline and Shona and a handful 
of grandchildren.  My younger brother Norman, or Nomie as he 
is known to all the Bacachs, lives in the family home along with 
Joyce, Alistair and Scott.

Earliest Memory

My earliest memory is going to fetch water from the well beside 
Milo’s house and my father lifting me up and showing me this 
big hole in the ground that you put the pail down on a big 
rope and you flicked your wrist to lift the pail over.  Another 
strong memory I have is when I was about four years of age 
my mother would put me on the 4 o’clock bus, which Murdigan 
used to drive, and he would take me up town and drop me off 
at the corner of Castle Street where my father was working 
for Halls, when they were building the M.N.I.  To me it was like 
the Empire State building (it is still quite a nice building today). 
This left a big impression on me as I have a great interest in big 
buildings and their history.

Childhood/School Stories

Well, school to me was like being imprisoned in an institu-
tion; having to sit in a chair all day and be quiet and not being 
allowed to move was one of my biggest challenges in life.  I did 
not have much interest, having failed my 11+, I was sent to the 
Lews Castle where it offered up a new world for me. I did the 
engineering course, our teacher was “Chiefey” Calum MacRae, 
an unassuming great engineer and teacher.  I also did some 
woodwork at the same time; the teacher was John Murdo 
Macleod, another skilled craftsman, and great teacher. Being 
taught by people like that gave me great encouragement in life 
and what could be achieved on life’s journey (which we all have 
to travel).

We had some good teachers in Back School but most of them 
I want to forget. There was one in primary 3 I think and if you 
misbehaved she used to give you the ruler across the knuckles.  
(Most of them had a cracker of a leather belt and if they got it 

dead square on your hands they would sting for about an hour.  
I can still remember it as if it was yesterday!

One teacher I liked was Miss MacGregor, a very nice teacher 
and very smart.  I met her two years ago in the hospital in 
one of the wards. She had changed very little from around 48 
years ago and she was as bright as a button and she said she 
remembered me!  She was telling me about the political situa-
tion in India and China, she was just on the ball.

Some things never change, I remember the laughs we used to 
have at playtime when Angus Macdonald (Ramsay) and Callum 
Iain MacIver (Tom) used to act out sketches.  They are still the 
same!

Memories which stick with me the most are taking the peats 
home in George Stewart’s lorry with Sandy Alex ‘an Uisdean 
driving (Katie, his sister still lives in Lighthill).  He would let me 
into the cab beside him and let me steer.  Sandy was my hero; 
I was amazed how he could drive a big truck.  When coming 
back from taking home the peats I loved going home on top 
of the ‘taosgan’, especially when it was high. All the kids used 
to climb on top of the load and hold on for dear life and as the 
lorry moved off all the parents would shout “hold on, make 
sure you don’t fall off!”  In these days, you grew up quick and 
became worldly wise.  As far as sport was concerned, It didn’t 
really interest me, but a game we used to play was “clachan” 
where you dug three holes about six feet apart and you 
gathered small stones from the shore. Your aim was to hole 
the stones and if you hit anybody else’s stone you shouted 
“Glanious Oh glanis”.  I have never seen or heard of the game 
since (if anyone knows more about the game, I would be very 
interested to know).

We always kept cows, sheep and hens. We grew corn, hay, 
and all our own vegetables and we all had to put our oar in.  I 
do not know if you would call it slave labour nowadays, but it 
gave you a great sense of achievement and purpose in life and 
it gave you a good work ethic.  

When I look back on it, my father Jack worked in the mill and 
in the summer he would get up at 5am to scythe the hay and 
the corn by hand and he would then go to work for 8am to 
“Todd’s” mill.  He would come home at 6pm and go out to cut 
the peats until 10pm.  My mother Bella would be up at 6am 
to milk the cows, feed the hens, and then make the breakfast 
for my father.  These days it was a full-blown breakfast: boiled 

Kiwi with Murray Walker at Silverstone racetrack, July 2009
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egg, sausage, bacon and egg.  
She would then get us up for 
school and make our breakfast. 
After sending us to school she 
would feed the cows, turn the 
hay and sheaf the corn and 
then every evening milking the 
cows and sorting out the milk 
for crowdie and the cream for 
butter.  That was a seven-day 
week chore.  Looking back on 
everything, that generation were 
tough and resilient and I never 
heard of the word stress.  I think 
they were too busy to contem-
plate the phrase.

I remember going to school in 
Milo’s Austin Summerset with Chrisann and Murdo; it was a 
lovely black car.  We used to feel very posh when we stopped 
at the school and we would jump out of the car.  All the kids 
used to run to the playground gate and surround the car.  I 
think that the most exciting lifts we got to the school was when 
Angie Lally used to take us to school in Napier’s van (he was 
a driver from Napier’s shop). He used to put us in the back, 
sometimes he would have the platform down, and we just 
loved it.

Another memory I have is our school janitor Seumas a’ 
Ghobha. Every morning when he would be lighting all the open 
coal fires in the classrooms, I used to like to help.  I always 
used to get the works for my dirty hands (some things don’t 
change!)

Nickname

My nickname came about when my father Jack decided he 
wanted to go to New Zealand as his brother Norman (father 
of ND Macleod, electrical fame) had gone to New Zealand.  
He would send telegraphs back home saying what a wonder-
ful place New Zealand was so, at 15 years of age, my father 
hatched a plan.  The plan was to get to London somehow and 
join a ship that was bound for New Zealand, where he would 
jump ship.  Looking back on this, what a sense of adventure 
these people had.  When the ship docked in Wellington he got 
in touch with his brother Norman (who was in the police force) 
and got him to hide him in an old shack for two months.  He 
watered and fed him but the deal was that he would have to be 
his best man at his wedding, which he was.

He stayed there for a number of years and came back home 
at the beginning of the last war.  After the war he was always 
going to go back, however he got married and settled down 
at the home in Lighthill.  In these days, visiting the neighbours 
was the only entertainment. He used to bore all the neighbours, 
New Zealand this and that.  To keep my father happy, me being 
the first-born son, the neighbours Murdo and Alex Ferguson 
called me a “wee Kiwi” and it has stuck to this day; even my 
son David is now called “Kiwi”.

Four People you would Invite for a Meal

I always had a great interest in explorers and people that 
achieve great things against the odds.  These are the type of 
people who make our world the way it is, for better or worse.

No. 1:  Ranulph Fiennes - one of the greatest explorers living.  

What he has achieved in his lifetime, walking to both Poles, all 
the mountains he has climbed and all the work he has done 
for the National Geographical.  The last great achievement was 
two years ago; having had a heart operation at 65 years of age, 
he climbed Mount Everest!  Ok, it took him two attempts; he is 
just built of steel.

No. 2:  Jackie Stewart – my 
childhood hero.

One of the greatest sportsmen 
living.  Having won the World 
championship he retired at the 
pinnacle of his career, then 
before his 60th birthday, he 
decided to build a formula One 
Team Stewart Grand Prix with 
his sons Mark and Paul.  He 
made a great success of it all 
and he also does a lot of work 
to help other people’s lives.

No. 3:  Frank Williams – an 
incredibly resilient man

Williams Formula One Team 
owner who still runs the team after being bound in a wheel-
chair paralysed.  He was paralysed from the neck down after 
a serious car accident with a Ford Sierra on Saturday 8th 
March 1986, going to the Paul Ricard racing circuit.  The men-
tal strength you need to do what he has done, I find it hard to 
understand, to have won the World Championships in his situ-
ation.  He is just not at home on the sidelines.  His is right in 
the middle of it all, every single race team decision, he is the 
one who decides and authorises all the team’s activities even 
to this day.

No. 4: Last but not least Donald Trump.

I met Donald Trump last year aboard his private plane. After a 
bit of persuading his security guy allowed me to have a look 
inside.  When I boarded the plane Donald Trump was just 
coming out of the bedroom, he was just so nice, and we got 
on great. Another great character, he had it all, lost it all and 
worked it all back, what a guy. So I think to book a night with 
that lot in the Caberfeidh would just be my dream.  What a 
night it would be!

Why a Mechanic?

I left school on a Friday and I had a choice of starting as a 
mechanic in Charlie Alex’s garage or as a joiner with Angus 
Macleod (The Bard).  I decided that becoming a mechanic was 
where my heart would be more at peace with itself. I remember 
my first day the wonderful smell of oil and petrol in the garage.  
In these days, there were ten mechanics and six apprentices 
in the garage and they were wonderful people.  Here I made 
friends for life.  You were always put with a tradesman; he 
didn’t just teach you about cars, he taught you how to look 
after yourself, working hard if you wanted to get on.  He used 
to give us the works if you were in late in the morning.  Believe 
it or not, four of the mechanics have ended up as Ministers 
or training for the Ministry: Norman Flasher, Rev Weale, Rev 
John Morrison and Rev Murdo Macleod.  Working there for 
ten years set you up for life’s journey.  You worked with people 
like Dennis Bragar, Ivor Mackinnon, Donald Campbell (Quenie, 
of Donald Campbell, Renault Garage, Upper Coll), Norman 
Bragar, Bonzo, Norman Macleod (Curly) and many more.  We 
had a great workshop supervisor, a real gentleman, if I have 
admiration for anybody, it’s for Alex Copland, one of life’s true 
gentlemen.

What Annoys You?

Wasting my time and being unproductive.

Hobbies and Interests

Well when you are married with three kids and self-employed, 
hobbies do not even enter into the equation.  All my spare time 
was spent with our three wonderful kids, David, Susan and 
Malcolm.  We just had a wonderful time with them growing up.  

Kiwi, Nomie and Peigi Marie, with their father Jack and 
mother Bella
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We are all very close, they still phone and ask dad what do 
you advise or what do you think about this or that?  However, 
when they reached their teens they wanted to go their own 
way and we had to encourage them to be self sufficient, and 
they are all settled in their own corner.  However, after they fly 
away it’s just the two of you again.  Christine and I like travel-
ling and I have taken a great interest in hillwalking which my 
great friend Ian Mitchell (of bus fame) encouraged me to try. I 
just love going off on a Friday night with my rucksack, climb 
the Harris and Uig hills and absorb our wonderful island and 
its great scenery and wildlife.  It inspires me, all the God-given 
beauty and we seldom have time to admire it and to absorb 
into our souls.  The other great interest I have is classic cars, 
sports cars and racing cars.  I just love going to watch them 
race (I would have loved to have been a racing driver).  I get 
great enjoyment in rebuilding old sports cars and taking them 
on tour.  We have a fantastic classic car club on the Island and 
a great social calendar. In the last few years, I have taken an 
interest in gardening, which I very much enjoy.

Favourite Meal

Christmas dinner without a doubt, with all the family around 
you.  A beautifully roasted and well stuffed turkey with roast 
potatoes, cauliflower gratin, cranberry sauce, trifle and 
Christmas pudding and good Italian wine.  To finish off the din-
ner perfectly, Dena Finlayson’s mince pies (Dena, our wonderful 
neighbour).  Every Christmas for the last 20 years, Dena has 
faithfully fed us her tasty mincemeat pies, you just can’t beat 

them.  Best of all is the laughing, shouting and reminiscing 
on the year’s highs and lows.  Not a care in the world and the 
thought of a wonderful lie-in the following day; you just can’t 
beat it.

Favourite Holiday Destination

It has to be the Italian Lakes, especially Lake Garda and the 
Dolomites overlooking the Lake.  Christine and I love travel-
ling but over the years the Italian Lakes always draws us back.  
The people, the spectacular beauty of the place, the food and 
wine, we just feel at home there.  I love touring the area, I love 
the Italian style of driving, they just drive with passion (you can 
take what you want from that…).  Yes, I think God willing we 
are going back again this year.

Any Regrets?

Looking back on my life, I have no regrets.  Well you could say 
I lived my dream.  The good Lord has given me more than my 
dreams.

Ever in Danger?

I am sure I have been many times, but thank the Lord I was 
never aware of it.

Favourite Saying

Always remember that your health is your wealth.

Kiwi and Peigi Marie Kiwi and Angus Milo

Kiwi, his wife Christine and children, and Nomie
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S2 Residential – Craigower Lodge

This year’s S2 residential week was at Craigower Lodge, 
Newtonmore. 28 pupils and 4 adults thoroughly enjoyed 
a wide range of activities including white-water rafting, 
abseiling, climbing, canoeing and hillwalking. The activities 
were challenging and the instructors excellent. In the eve-
nings, visits were arranged to an ice-rink and cinema and a 
Scottish country dance was held in the village hall. Pupils 
tackled all that was on offer with enthusiasm and good 
humour despite not getting much sleep! The accompanying 
staff found them a pleasure to be with throughout the week. 
As they leave us for The Nicolson Institute we wish them 
the very best. 

Royal Bank of Scotland Personal Finance Education 
Awards for School 2010 - ‘Small Change’

Sgoil a’ Bhac pupils, in Gaelic Medium P7 & S1 classes, 
have won a prestigious UK-wide award for a 5 scene DVD 
dealing with various aspects of personal finance for young 
people. This teaching resource was developed with the 
support of Learning & Teaching Scotland (LTS) and the 
professional scriptwriter Catriona Lexy Campbell. The DVD 
was originally scheduled to be distributed to all schools 
offering Gaelic Medium education but a version with 
English subtitles is currently being prepared for national 
circulation. The scenarios scripted by the pupils focus on: 
borrowing and friendship, lottery and the love of money, 
store card credit, cost versus function – real value and 
spend or save? The DVD is targeted at pupils in upper pri-
mary and early secondary stages.

As well as working with LTS staff, a scriptwriter and other 
adults, the pupils had the opportunity to film at various 
locations in the community.  This experience enabled them 
to develop skills in media, drama and teamwork.  These 
are skills which are central to the new Curriculum for 
Excellence.

On Thursday 17th June 2010, two pupils and members of 
staff attended the national awards ceremony in London 
where the school was presented with the overall trophy for 
the most innovative PFE awards project. This is a major 
achievement for a small, rural, island school and the pupils 

are to be com-
mended for their 
efforts.  It also 
highlights the 
potential for suc-
cess of Gaelic 
Medium educa-
tion on a national 
stage. 

North of 
Scotland Football 
Competition

Pictured are 
the Primary 7 / 
Secondary 1 team 
who competed 
in the North of 
Scotland Girls’ 
Football Competition in Dingwall. This is the third year 
running that they have reached the finals. Despite the 
other teams being from Secondary 2, the Back girls per-
formed very well with 5-0, 0-0 and 0-1 being the scores. 
Unfortunately, this one goal lost to Fraserburgh meant that 
they were runners-up rather than winners.    

Changes in Staffing

The school will be starting the new session under new 
management as John Maclean (Headteacher) and Angus 
Maclennan (Depute) will be leaving their respective posts. 
John retires from the profession and Angus is moving 
to The Nicolson Institute to take up the post of Depute 
Headteacher. Isabelle Macdonald (Secretary) is also leaving 
to joining her husband Alex John in the family business, the 
Home Improvement Centre.

Our two probationers, Anne Maclennan and Dawn Spark, 
are now qualified teachers and will also be moving on. We 
wish them the best in their future careers and hope that 
they will soon find permanent teaching positions. Joining us 
for the new session as a Primary probationer will be Sarah-
Anne Maclean from Baileantruiseil.

SGOIL A’ BHAC

Mod Prizewinners June 2010

Literacy – P1-3 1st Hannah Macleod, 
2nd Calum Ferguson, 3rd Andrew 
Ferguson; Literacy P4-5 3rd Abigail 
Maciver; Literacy P6-7 1st Catriona 
Bain, 2nd Sharyn Ferguson; Literacy 
S1-S2 1st Isabelle Bain, 2nd equal 
Jane Macinnes and Tearlach Barden; 
Wallace T Short Memorial Prize (Highest 
Mark in Music) 1st Isabelle Bain; Annie 
Mackenzie Memorial  (Highest Mark 
in Gaelic) 1st Isabelle Bain; Cuach 
Mod nan Eilean (Gaelic & Music) 1st 
Isabelle Bain; Accordian Age 13-18 1st 
Craig Macleod; Accordian Age U 13 
1st Stephen Drummond, 2nd Alasdair 
Marnoch; Highest Mark in Accordian 
Comp Steven Drummond and Craig 

Macleod; Most Promising Accordian 
Player in Loch a Tuath Area Ann Marie 
Macdonald; Melodian U13 1st Isabelle 
Bain, 2nd Mairi Maclennan, 3rd Leanne 
Macdonald; Melodian 13-18 3rd Emily 
Currie; Primary Choir Unison 1st Sgoil 
a’ Bhac; Unison Singing  Boys - U13 1st 
Sgoil a’ Bhac; Unison Singing Age 13-18 
2nd Sgoil a’ Bhac; Unison Boys Rural 
Secondary 1st Sgoil a’ Bhac; Ceilidh 
Group - Open Secondary 2nd Sgoil a’ 
Bhac; Royal Bank Trophy - School with 
highest aggregate mark in Gaelic & 
Music Sgoil a’ Bhac; Traditional Singing – 
Primary 1st Mairi Maclennan; Traditional 
Singing – Secondary 1st Isabelle Bain; 
Solo Singing Age 5-8 Fluent 3rd Hannah 
Macleod; Solo Singing Age 5-8 Learners 

1st Euan Anderson; Girls Solo Singing 
Age 9-12 Fluent 1st Isabelle Bain, 3rd 
Koren Pickering; Duet Singing Age 13-18 
Fluent 2nd Annabel & Mairi Maclennan; 
Folk Groups – Primary 1st Bun Sgoil a’ 
Bhac; Recitation Age 7-8 (NS) 2nd John 
Alasdair Bain, 3rd Calum Maclennan; 
Recitation Age 9-12 (Fluent) 2nd Jane 
Macinnes; Conversation - Open Primary 
3rd Catriona Bain; Recitation - Age 
5-6 – Learners 1st Cara Graham; 
Recitation - Age 9-12 – Learners 3rd 
Leah Mackay; Sgeulachd - Open Primary 
1st Mairi Maclennan; Sgeulachd – Open 
Secondary 2nd Isabelle Bain; Presenting 
– Primary 1st Mairi Maclennan; 
Presenting – Secondary 1st Katy 
Graham, 3rd Isabelle Bain
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Above: Coisir Bun Sgoil a’ Bhac

Right: North of Scotland - football 
team

Sgoil a’ Bhac - Mod competitors
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TONG SCHOOL
Tong’s Link with Uganda

Tong School have recently been updated on the progress 
of the “God is Good Primary and Nursery School” in Katale, 
Uganda. Mr Kenny John MacKenzie and his wife Ishbel visited 
our school recently to inform us of the latest progress. Earlier 
in the year, Mr Mackenzie had shown our school a PowerPoint 
presentation which told the children about his Christian work 
and showed photographs of the conditions in the Ugandan 
school and how different life is in that part of Africa. At that 
time Tong gave a donation to the school and on Friday 11th 
June we were able to see that it had been put to excellent use. 
The money had been spent on new desks for the children, 
some of whom had previously had to kneel on the floor and 
use their seats as a support to write on.   

Mr Mackenzie is returning to Uganda this month and we have 
sent a further donation to the school who are currently saving 
for water filters which will clean 20 gallons of water at a time. 
Currently the school has to collect rainwater and boil it many 
times until it is drinkable. The children of Tong were delighted 
to see that their help makes such a difference to others in 
the continent of Africa. Primary 3/4 wrote letters to their new 
friends in the school and Primary 1 and 2 sent a card. The 
whole school sent pencils, rubbers, small toys and balls, which 
we hope will bring pleasure to children who have many strug-
gles in their daily lives. 

Mr MacKenzie also told the pupils and staff the comments the 
Ugandan pupils had made about recent photographs he had 
shown them of Tong. They were asking him about the televi-
sion in the background and the electricity sockets, as they had 
never seen any! They were also amazed at the girls’ long hair; 
they are not allowed long hair for hygiene reasons. They were 
also looking at the walls and noticing all of our lovely wall dis-
plays. All of this made the Tong pupils reflect on how fortunate 
they are. 

We would like to send every blessing to Mr MacKenzie as he 
travels to Uganda this month and to his wife who will join him 
later in the summer. We look forward to more news from the 
school in the future. 

Rugby - Pupil Report

Tag Rugby Report

On Wednesday 6th June 2010 John’s dad (Willie) organised the 
rugby team in a competition. John, Ben, Jamie, Ronan, Shana, 
Martin, Euan, Aaron, and I were in the competition. We had 
to play five games. John, Ben, Ronan and I had to take turn-
about playing in the same team as Sandwick Sandwiches. Our 
first game we played we lost 4-1 and that was to Bragar. Our 
second game we lost 3-2 and that was to Stornoway Bears. 
Our third game we won 3-1 and that was against Laxdale 
Tigers. Our fourth game we won 2-1 and that was against 
Laxdale Warriors. Our fifth game we won 3-2 and that was 
against Sandwick Sandwiches. At the end we were happy 
that we won more games than we lost. I hope you enjoyed my 
report on the Tag Rugby Competition. 

By Harry Williams         

Food Fortnight

The school recently had a Food Fortnight where all the classes 
look part in lessons and activities to encourage healthy eating, 

enjoyment of cooking 
and eating a variety of 
foods. Karen France, 
the Dietetics Manager, 
from NHS Western Isles 
came to the school at 
the start of the fortnight 
to give the children tips 
on healthy eating and exercising. After a week of keeping track 
of red, amber and green foods and activity levels the children 
demonstrated that they are aware of the need for a balanced 
diet and keeping fit!

Baking in School

There were plenty of lovely smells in Tong School during the 
Food Fortnight which was in large part thanks to Classroom 
Assistant Mrs Lloyd. She was fantastic with the pupils dur-
ing the fortnight, helping Primary 1 and 2 make flapjacks and 
Primary 5/6/7 make bread. She made Peppermint Creams with 
the Craft Club and when the Primary 3/4 made Coconut Mice 
one afternoon Mrs Lloyd gave them lovely bags to put them in, 
ready to be sold at the Fun Day. Thank you Mrs Lloyd! 

Visit to Stag Bakery

As a follow up to their bread-making in school the older pupils 
had a fantastic visit to Stag bakery. They saw all the workings 
of the bakery and were grateful to the staff there who were 
very welcoming. At the end of the visit the pupils were given 
biscuits, iced-buns and bread to compare to the bread they 
had made in school. It was decided that both breads were deli-
cious! 

Rural Sports

Pupils from the Primary 6 and 7 classes took part in the Rural 
Sports this year at the Nicolson Running Track. 

Fun Day

On the 28th May, despite the wet weather, pupils, staff and 
friends, still enjoyed our annual Fun Day. Several hundred 
pounds were raised for Save the Children from activities includ-
ing the Gladiators, Bouncy Castle, the Science Tent and Teas 
and Cakes in the canteen. 

Anti-vandalism

On the 8th of June the school received a visit from PC 
MacKinnon and Mrs M. MacDonald (Lucy’s Mum) in her role as 
anti-social behaviour officer. The pupils received a talk about 
the effect vandalism has on people and the community as a 
whole. All the children received the clear message that vandal-
ism is a crime and that around 300 people were charged with 
vandalism around the Islands last year alone. The cost to busi-
nesses and the council is high. The children could understand 
how vandalised property makes everyone feel unsafe. The 
motto of the campaign is VANDALISM IS BAD CRACK! We 
hope our school and community will stay vandalism free! 

SEPA

Mr Ross Hall from the Scottish Environmental Protection 
Agency visited the school recently to speak to the older class 
about their role in keeping the Scottish environment clean for 
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animals and people alike.  All the pupils enjoyed the visit and 
are developing a caring and informed attitude to their surround-
ings. 

Volunteer of the Year Awards

On Monday 7th June there was a Volunteering Award 
Ceremony in the Lews Castle College. Around 140 people were 
there to celebrate all the fantastic work done by volunteers in 
the Western Isles. The Western Isles has by far the largest per-
centage of volunteers by population in the whole of Scotland.

Tong were delighted that their regular volunteer D.J. Macleod 
was awarded Volunteer of the Year 2010. D.J. has helped the 
school in so many ways in recent sessions and the school 
are thrilled to see him recognised in this way. In the words of 
one of the pupils, “D. J. makes things exciting and when he 
says he’s going to do something he does it!” Mrs Kennedy 
and the staff were also delighted to see former pupil Gordon 
MacDonald recognised as Young Volunteer of the Year. Gordon 
has given lots of his time to organising and encouraging sport 
around the island. Gordon was also one of the very welcom-
ing staff members at Stag Bakery!  If you are interested in 
volunteering please contact Volunteer Centre Western Isles, 95 
Cromwell Street, Stornoway. 

Fun Fours

Six Primary 2 and 3 pupils followed in the footsteps of the 
Primary 4’s during the last week in May and took part in their 
own Fun Fours event at the Stornoway Astro-turf. Just like their 
big brother Jamie and cousin Ben, Tori and Adam MacKinnon 
P2, played some fantastic football along with Caitlin 

MacDonald, Dulin MacLachlan and Steven Macleod, P3 and 
Eilidh Ferguson P2. Caitlin reports: “We won seven games and 
drew one and only lost two. It was very hard playing against 
Point, they were very good, but we still beat them. It was really 
fun and we got to go for a walk around the park near the Spar 
afterwards. We all had great fun!”

Mod

Tong Choir sang “Tillidh Mi” at the Local Mod in the first week 
of June. All of the choir are Gaelic learners and enjoyed their 
first experience of singing in front of a large audience in the 
Royal British Legion. Participants for solo singing this year 
included Dulin Maclachlan P3 and Elizabeth Moore P5 while 
Eilidh Ferguson P2, Hannah and Lucy MacDonald, both P5, 
performed recitations. Two of our entrants were prize winners 
this year; Jason Beaton P3 and Shana MacPhail P4. Jason 
came second and Shana third in the Learners Gaelic Recitation 
category. Both pupils were delighted with their silver and 
bronze medals. Well done Jason and Shana!

Induction Days

On the 15th and 16th June Miss Ferguson and the current 
Primary 1/2 class welcomed Grace, Rosena, Cailean and 
Ewan from the pre-school into the classroom they will attend 
in August. They even had time in their busy morning to play 
on the big boat in the playground! The other classes also got 
a taste of their new teachers and classes on the 15th June for 
the morning session while some of the Primary 7 pupils visited 
Back. It is always an exciting and nervous time and the teach-
ers were pleased that all of the children enjoyed their day of 
change. 

Top (l-r): Gordon MacDonald, Young 
Volunteer of the Year, showing the P5 
P6 and P7 around Stag Bakery; New 
P1 class.

Above (l-r): Julie (P1) enjoying fresh 
fruit in food fortnight; Young bakers; 
Mrs Kennedy and Miss Ferguson with 
D.J Macleod

Left: (l-r): Tong School Choir 2010; Mr 
K J  Mackenzie accepting our letters 
to Uganda. 
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TRAVELS IN NEW 
ZEALAND

Having spent some time on the South 
Island of New Zealand, we journeyed 
back North to Wanganui where we 

would stay with Iain (mac Tohan) and his wife, 
Mary, for the remainder of our holiday in the 
Land of The Long White Cloud.

Straddling the banks of the Whanganui River 
(pronounced Fanganui) the area was first set-
tled by Maori peoples who were drawn by the 
sheltered fertile valley which is fed by the river.  
The waters flow 290 kilometres from the peaks 
of Mt Tongariro to the beautiful Tasman Sea on 
the west coast of the North Island.  

The Wanganui District was first settled by 
Maori, who were attracted by the Whanganui River in its shel-
tered fertile valley with an abundant food supply. Flowing 290 
kilometres, the river starts high up on Mt Tongariro in the cen-
tre of the North Island, moving down towards Wanganui via 
Taumarunui before it reaches the beautiful Tasman Sea on the 
west coast.   Every day the Paddle Steamer Waimarie takes 
to the waters, carrying tourists up and down the river.  Built in 
1899 in London, she was originally called the Aotea and was 
based on the Whanganui until she sank at her moorings in 
1952.  She was later raised by a group of volunteers and lov-
ingly restored to her former glory to begin sailing again in 2000.   

The Waimarie shares the river waters with kayakers, speed-
boats, ducks and the ever present danger of felled trees 
being swept down from the mountains to the volcanic sands 
of Wanganui beach; there they sit like the fossilized bones of 
ancient dinosaurs in a primeval graveyard.  The sand dunes 
bordering the beach are a haven for trail bikers, quad bikes 
and buggies.  On our visit to the beach, we were constantly 
on alert for the unexpected sight of two or three trail bikes and 
riders flying over the top of a sand dune and zooming down 
the beach, weaving in and out of the dried out tree trunks.  I 
have to admit, it looked like fun… but my days of motorcycling 
behind a Dennis Hopper lookalike are long behind me!  

Ever keen to partake of some retail therapy, when I heard 
there was a riverside market held every Saturday, there was 
no holding me back.  Having enjoyed a leisurely breakfast with 
Iain and Mary on the verandah, we applied the usual copious 
amounts of sun screen and drove down to the town centre.  
Parking in one of the leafy side streets, we were immediately 
drawn to an old Ford car.  It was in immaculate condition but 
we were unable to identify the model.  Perhaps one of our car 
buff readers will be able to supply the answer!  There were 
quite a few classic cars on the roads in Wanganui, all being 
used on a daily basis but kept in pristine condition.  Walking 
down the main street, we could hear the hustle and bustle of 
a busy street market ahead.  ‘The River Traders’ market is a 
re-enactment of a historic element of early Wanganui.  Stalls 
are set up along the downtown banks of the river and a busy 
morning’s trading ensues.  It is one of the best markets in New 
Zealand and up to a hundred stalls showcase an eclectic range 
of produce and hand crafted goods.  Artists, sculptors, wood 
turners, Maori crafts, florists, fresh foods, traditional baking, 
bric-a-brac and free range eggs; whatever you are looking for, 
you will find it at The River Traders market.  We tasted beauti-
fully ripe cherries, smelled the air longingly as we passed a 
stall filled with freshly made bread, I gazed longingly at the 
intricately carved wood turnings and Maori crafts, but knowing 
that my baggage allowance was already stretched to the limit, 

had to restrain myself!  If I ever return, I’m going by boat; sail-
ing right up that river and mooring beside the market.  Then I 
can shop to my heart’s content!

The banks of the Whanganui were filled with families enjoying 
the hot sunshine, sipping on fresh coffee or cool drinks, fathers 
playing football or Frisbees with their children, mothers push-
ing buggies with young babies reclining under white cotton 
sunshades, elderly couples sitting on wooden benches listen-
ing to the sounds of local musicians who busked alongside the 
market stalls, ducks, drakes and ducklings waddling here and 
there foraging for discarded scraps of food and all the time the 
heat of the New Zealand sun beat down on us, tempered by a 
cool breeze off the river and flavoured with the smells of barbe-
cued foods as vendors sold hefty burgers filled with charcoal 
grilled burgers and sausages.  It was one of the best markets I 
have attended, and if any of you ever visit New Zealand, please 
try and build in a visit to Wanganui if only to experience it for 
yourselves.

Having experienced quite a bit of Maori culture over the past 
weeks, we had a different treat in store for us one afternoon; a 
visit to the 146th Turakina Highland Games. Turakina is a small 
village about forty minutes drive from Wanganui in the western 
Rangitikei district.  The name ‘Turakina’ is Maori in origin, and 
is also the name of a nearby river.  It has a distinctly Scottish 
feel to the place with a welcoming sign boasting three languag-
es – Maori, English and Gaelic, and a colonial looking hotel 
called The Ben Nevis.  

We arrived in Turakina on a hot, sunny afternoon, driving into 
a field which doubled as a makeshift car park for hundreds 
of cars as visitors from all over the North Island poured into 
the sleepy little village to attend New Zealand’s longest run-
ning Highland Games.  Greeted by the skirl of the pipes, the 
beating of drums, the flash of many and varied tartans from 
clans of every distinction it was more Scottish than many of 
the Scottish games we’ve attended back home.  Pipe bands 
from Hastings, Fielding, Manawatu and the Scots College com-
peted for a number of trophies, marching up and down to the 
rousing sounds of tunes such as The Barren Rocks of Aden, 
Highland Cathedral, The Highland Laddie and others I couldn’t 
identify.  On various stages Highland dancers performed jigs, 
reels, Highland flings, sailors’ hornpipes and the Sean Truibhas 
with great skill and energy.  Little girls waited their turn at 
the sides, hair swept up in tight buns, their Highland danc-
ing outfits immaculate, if a little warm, in the hot sunshine, 
their mothers fussing anxiously about them ensuring a spot-
less turn out when the time came for them to take the stage, 
judges sat at trestle tables and marked the dancers as they 
performed in trios and other family members gathered round 

 Iain (mac Tohan) in his apron with a picture of Gress
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offering support, drinking water and 
eating ice creams in the shade of the 
changing tents.  On the far side of 
the field, the heavy and track events 
were taking place; races, tossing 
the caber, hurling a sack of hay, 
shot put and archery to name but a 
few.  There were many contestants, 
but two in particular stood out, and 
indeed were named as the overall 
winners at the end of the day – Tim 
and Tara Samual.  I am not sure if 
they were brother and sister or hus-
band and wife, but between them 
they swept the boards in all the events; Tim looking like a 
walking advert for Scots Porridge Oats, big and burly in his kilt 
and brogues, a typical Highlander with a distinct New Zealand 
twang!  Strolling round the fields and visiting various stalls 
offering a wide variety of goods and refreshments (yet not one 
whisky tent, much to the disgust of the gentlemen in the party!) 
we came across something of interest.  It was just a little mar-
quee, open on all four sides to provide some welcome shade.  
Inside was a small plastic table covered in a familiar tartan 
and various items of literature, a couple of deck chairs and a 
duet singing Gaelic songs.  Above them was a big sign read-
ing ‘CLAN MACLEOD’.  Well, what could we do but stop and 
chat?  Although singing in Gaelic, the couple couldn’t speak 
the language fluently and were delighted to meet ‘genuine’ 
Gaelic speakers.  We signed their visitors’ book, discovered 
that their ancestry was from Lewis - Tolsta and Lochs districts 
respectively – and purchased some interesting books on the 
Highland connections in New Zealand.  The rest of the day 
was spent wandering around the Games, enjoying the carnival 
atmosphere and soaking up the sunshine before heading back 
to Wanganui to enjoy an evening barbecue back at the home-
stead.

I think I may have mentioned it before, but barbecuing in the 
Southern Hemisphere is a distinctly male preserve.  No self 
respecting Kiwi will allow his woman to take charge of the 
barbecue, and Iain was no exception.  Resplendent in a white 
apron with a photo of Gress printed on it, he deftly cooked 
up steaks, sausages and chops while Mary and I produced 
our part of the meal with a tasty salad, all washed down with 
some of the delicious wines for which New Zealand is rightly 
famous.  Dinner on the verandah, in the cool of a summer’s 
evening with magnificent views across to Mount Tongariro and 
Mount Egmont along with the fellowship of good company was 
a wonderful way to end each day spent in Wanganui.  

One of the benefits of New Zealand is that they drive on the 
left hand side of the road, just as in the UK.  This made getting 
round and about by car a trouble free and enjoyable experi-
ence.  One of our road trips was along the vividly named 
Surf Highway.   It is a road which it would be hard to get lost 
on.  Surf Highway 45 simply follows the coastline, passing 
through towns and settlements like Hawera, Opunake, Oanui, 
Pungarehu, Okato and Oakura.  It forms part of the Taranaki 
district which has some of the best surfing beaches in New 
Zealand and surf competitions are regularly held in the region.   
For once, the weather was not kind to us, with rain showers 
and cloudy skies, but it was only a small discomfort.  Ever 
present was the looming face of Mount Taranaki, a huge vol-
cano which last erupted 250 years ago.  Sitting in the middle of 
Egmont National Park, it is a magnet for hikers in the summer 
and skiers in the winter months.   Having packed a picnic, we 
decided to give the windy coastline a miss and travelled inland, 
stopping just past the township of Stratford at a crossroads.  
To our left was a wildlife reserve, to our right was a transport 
museum.  I’ m not one for a busman’s holiday so we turned 
left and drove down to a lakeside area.  It was one of the best 
impulse decisions of the holiday.  

Lake Mangamahoe is a stunning area of 
forested hill-country surrounding a natu-
ral lake boasting trees such as Mature 
tawa, rewarewa, mahoe and Californian 
Redwoods, the giants of the forest; it is 
also home to tui, bellbird, keruru, and North 
Island robin; wood pigeons, bell birds, 
poukakis, ducks, swans and geese.  I was 
in my element!  Having enjoyed a lakeside 
picnic in the shade of a Giant Redwood, 
we strolled round the park.  It was beautiful 
in a wild, untamed way.  The lakeside was 
lush with plantings of wild pampas grasses, 
ferns, red montbretia beds, huge swathes 

of the bluest hydrangea bushes, reed beds and the sword-like 
leaves of New Zealand Flax.  It created an almost tropical rain-
forest effect.  The still waters of the lake reflected the myriad 
colours of nature to the extent it was almost impossible to 
discern what was reality and what was reflection.  Although no 
great distance from the highway, there was an aura of silence 
about the place, almost spiritual in a sense, broken only by the 
sounds of gently lapping water and the tinkling of bellbirds and 
pigeons in the trees.   Heightening the resemblance to a hidden 
tropical jungle, we came across a series of very shaky looking 
wooden swing bridges which led us deeper into the forest and 
up a steep, winding path, dark under the canopy of trees and 
winding round hidden pools bordered by fallen logs covered in 
creeping vines and mosses.  Reaching the top of the climb, we 
stood and gazed out on a panoramic view of the lake and sur-
rounding woodlands.  It was more than worth the effort.

Our time in Wanganui was fast coming to a close.  Our remain-
ing days were spent exploring the town itself; enjoying the 
public parks, taking coffee at some of the many street side 
cafes and restaurants and wishing that time would stand still 
- which it never does.   As the day of our departure neared, 
we travelled south by road down to the seaside townships of 
Foxton and Foxton Beach.  The beach itself was reminiscent of 
Wanganui, littered with the sea bleached bones of long dead 
trees.  Huge trunks, thrown up on the beach by tidal surges, 
formed surreal natural sculptures and bizarre monuments on 
the pale coloured sands – a change from the dark volcanic 
grains which form so many of the North Island beaches.  
Stopping for a time in the town of Foxton we paid a visit to 
De Molen, a traditional and working Dutch Windmill and later 
stood marvelling at the horse drawn trams which still take to 
the highways each weekend, pulled along by two magnificent 
looking Clydesdale Horses and harking back to a slower pace 
of life.

It was with a heavy heart and tears in our eyes that we flew out 
of Wanganui at the end of our New Zealand holiday to connect 
with our next flight from Auckland to Hong Kong.  Goodbye is 
a sad word, no matter which language it is spoken in, all the 
more so when you are bidding farewell to much loved fam-
ily members, to a country which we both fell in love with and 
to a way of life that is second to none other I know of.  I have 
so many memories to treasure of my time there; the majesty 
and grandeur of the mountains; the beaches, the valleys, the 
cities, the little towns.  The sights of the Pohutukawa tree, 
resplendent in full scarlet bloom and deserving of its name as 
the New Zealand Christmas Tree, the laden lemon tree in Iain 
and Mary’s garden; the friendship and laughter over good food 
and wines; the sheer beauty of glacier fed rivers and lakes, the 
explosive power of thermal fed geysers and hot pools and the 
openness and friendship shown to us by all that we met on our 
travels.  The Land of the Long White Cloud has left an enduring 
mark on our souls which we can look at from time to time and 
smile at the memories.   Kia Ora New Zealand.

Next stop – Hong Kong.

John Norman and the old car

Margaret Macleod, Gress
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333
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CAIRDEAS

THE ARRIVAL OF WATER ON TAP

The photo shows Billie Macleod (bean Shonnie 
Aonghais a’ Bhard), 54 Coll, who was home on 
holiday from Sussex, and Kenny Maciver (mac 

Chonoican), 6 New Street.  It was taken on the way home 
from the spring that serviced the Poileagan, aka New 
Street. The spring is on a small tributary that runs into Allt 
a’ Chearagoil, and the women carried at least two buckets 
a day from there to their homes. The trip was made twice a 
day on Saturday. 

The waterworks on Cnocan Dubh were built in the late fif-
ties, and the chief engineer was an Irishman whom we 
called Paddie, surprisingly.  Paddie looms large in the col-
lective memories of that time, as he became part of our 
lives for the time he was here. He had a caravan parked at 
the bottom of the Lot at No.6 beside Dock Doo. He lived 
there for almost a year and made many friends in the neigh-
bourhood. My mother, Ishbal Maciver (bean Chonoican), 
and other families too, kept his larder stocked with milk, 
crowdie and cream, scones and eggs. It was one of our 
childish pleasures to deliver these items to him, as he was 
such a genial man. Paddie drove a tarpaulin covered lorry, 
and he made regular trips to town in the mornings - just 
in time for the Poileagan children to run for a lift to school. 

As I was the youngest he would kindly put me in the cab 
- although I really wanted to be with the glorach in the 
back. We watched him swagger to catch the town bus on 
Saturday, and I believe he had a swagger on the way home 
off the last bus!  So at last we got running water “to the 
door”. We were told never to drink straight from the tap as 
it might have some ‘daolagan’ in it!  The arrival of water on 
tap certainly eased the work for the women and it wasn’t 
long before we all got the “Inside taps” and the kitchen 
stoves. The spring continued to be in use for many years as 
it was preferred for making a good cup of tea. It could still 
be restored to its former use, but its run to the river is very 
overgrown with rushes.  

The other photo shows Annie Martin (bean an Ulaig), 10 
New Street, with Peigi Martin, her daughter. The baby is 
Chrissie Bell, 6 New Street. This was taken on the banks of 
Allt a’ Chearagoil on what must have been a lovely summer 
day. Notice that peats have been cut in the background. 
The sheets and blankets were being washed in the stream 
and laid out in the sun to dry. I understand they made a day 
of it. I expect that this tradition died out when the water 
was installed.

C.B.

On Tuesday 
8th June the 
Cairdeas ladies 
enjoyed a lunch 
at the Crown 
Hotel. This was 
the last meet-
ing of the year 
and we look for-
ward to seeing 
everyone again 
in September.  
Super Grannies 
on their motor 
bikes!                 

Above: Annie Martin (bean an Ulaig), 10 New Street, with Peigi Martin and baby Chrissie 
Bell, 6 New Street

Left: Billie Macleod (bean Shonnie Aonghais a’ Bhard ) 54 Coll, and Kenny Maciver (mac 
Chonoican)
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From the 
Archives...

A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

10 YEARS AGO: The July/August 2000 issue carried news 
of Christine Morrison retiring as headmistress of Tong 
School. It also had a photo of the Mod Literary Prizewinners 
from Sgoil a’ Bhac. 

In the news in July 2000: Israel’s prime minister Ehud 
Barak and PLO head Yasser Arafat meet at Camp David, 
but fail to reach an agreement.

Alex Salmond resigns as the leader of the Scottish National 
Party.

Air France Flight 4590, a Concorde aircraft, crashes into a 
hotel in Gonesse just after takeoff from Paris, killing all 109 
aboard and 4 in the hotel.

The Republican National Convention in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania nominates George W. Bush for U.S. President 
and Dick Cheney for Vice President.

In the news in August 2000: The Russian submarine K-141 
Kursk sinks in the Barents Sea, resulting in the deaths of all 
118 men on board.

5 YEARS AGO: The July/August 2005 issue reported on 

a visit by Aberdeen FC legends to the Upper Coll centre. 
Sgoil a’ Bhac girls reached the basketball finals in the Rural 
Schools Secondary games.

In the news in July 2005: Live 8, a set of 10 simultaneous 
concerts, takes place throughout the world, raising interest 
in the Make Poverty History campaign.

The International Olympic Committee awards the 2012 
Summer Olympics to London.

Four explosions (3 on the London Underground and 1 on 
a bus) rock the transport network in London, killing 56 and 
injuring over 700.

The Provisional IRA issues a statement formally ordering an 
end to the armed campaign it has pursued since 1969, and 
ordering all its units to dump their arms.

In the news in August 2005: At least 1,836 are killed, and 
severe damage is caused along the U.S. Gulf Coast by 
Hurricane Katrina.

Top left: Sgoil a’ Bhac 
basketball team (2005).

Top right: LATN front 
cover, July/August 2000.

Left: Mod literary prizewin-
ners (2000). Back row (left 
to right): Andrew Macaulay, 
Siobhan Macinnes, 
Christina Macleod, Sarah 
Macleod. Front row: 
Graham Macdonald, Kerry 
Macleod, David Morrison.
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MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524

GERARD A BLANE

PODIATRY SERVICES
Gerard A Blane Podiatry services will be providing 
private Podiatry treatments at Back pharmacy start-
ing on Thursday the 29th July 2010 and then the last 
Thursday of every month. 

If you require an appointment please contact Back 
Pharmacy on 820333 and they will give you an 
appointment time. 

Home visits are also available every Wednesday.
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Congratulations

Alex J Macaskill of Lighthill, Back, a pupil attending the Nicolson 
Institute, has been successful in obtaining a Mackenzie Bursary of 
Art at Aberdeen University in the University Bursary Examination.

Harvesting

Crofters in this district have now commenced cutting the corn, of 
which there is a good crop.  In addition to the land formerly culti-
vated, some grassland was ploughed up this year and is under corn. 
Weather permitting, there should be no scarcity of fodder and feed-
ing stuff.  The acreage under barley is small compared to previous 
years.  The barley crop has been cut and grasses have been secured.  

L.D.V.

A very enthusiastic meeting was held in the Back School last week, 
in connection with the L.D.V. recruiting campaign.  A large number 
of the adult male population – most of whom have had war experi-
ence – came forward to offer their services.  In age the volunteers 
ranged from youngsters of 17 to a veteran of the Boer War – 
Norman MacGregor,  54 Back.  

Home on Leave

We are glad to see Mr John Graham, 15 Upper Coll, late of 22 
Coll, home on leave.  He served on board one of HM ships and 
was wounded when engaged evacuating troops from Dunkirk.  Mr 
Graham, who is known locally as “Bruce”, served for over 2 years 
with the first Canadian Mounted Rifles in France during the last 
war, and was wounded then.  He is making good progress towards 
recovery.  

For the Forces

Back School children have been doing excellent work in preparing 
comforts for the forces.  This is the impressive total of the knit-
ted comforts dispatched since the outbreak of war: 31 blankets, of 
which 10 were knitted by boys, mainly by those aged 7 to 9 years; 
3 dozen helmets; 3 dozen pairs of mittens; 3 dozen scarves; 3 pairs 
of sea-boot stockings; six pairs of gloves.  The county organiser 
of the Midlothian Branch of the W.V.S. has written the children to 
thank them.  She says – “Dear children, the arrival of a parcel from 
Back School is always somewhat of an event in this office, because 
the work you send is always so well done.  Thank you very much 
indeed for the 6 blankets, 3 helmets, 3 pairs of sea-boots stockings, 
and one pair of socks.  All of these things will be of great use to the 
men who will use them, and it will be a pleasure to us to distribute 
such good work.”

Home on leave

Kenneth Macdonald, Seaman, R.N.R, youngest son of Mr and Mrs 
Alan Macdonald, 61 Back, is at present home on leave.  Kenneth, 
although wounded while engaged in connection with the Narvik 
Operations, is looking well after a period of convalescence in the 
South of Scotland, and will soon be fit again for active service.

Salvage

A good effort is being made in this district meantime and particu-
larly in the township of Coll, collecting all available scrap iron and 
waste paper.  Credit is due to Mr George Beaton, 12 Coll, Clerk 
to the Grazings Committee, for the heap of old iron outside his 
weaving shed and all the bundles of waste paper inside the shed 

waiting to be 
removed.

A Tribute

Many friends 
and acquaint-
ances at home 
and abroad will 
learn with regret of the passing of Kennina Macleod, daughter 
of Mr and Mrs Alex Macleod, 8 Upper Coll, after a short but painful 
illness borne with Christian patience and fortitude.  The deceased, 
who was only 17 years of age, was a girl of broad sympathies and 
wide outlook.  She was a great reader and was possessed of a men-
tal grasp far above the average.  She was a shy girl and never put 
herself forward, but she was highly respected and greatly loved by 
all who had the privilege of her acquaintance.  It is difficult for me 
to picture the life of the community without her.  To every good 
cause she gave her services freely and ungrudgingly, and entered 
wholeheartedly into every movement that was for the uplifting and 
the amelioration of the people whom she loved.  Within sound of 
the lapping ocean and under the shadow of the everlasting hills, we 
laid to rest all that was mortal of a true and faithful friend.  (J.C.) 

Pretty Wedding

A pretty wedding of much interest took place on Thursday evening, 
15th Aug, in the Royal Hotel, Stornoway, when Mr William 
Macleod, Harris Tweed merchant, only surviving son of the late Mr 
and Mrs Wm Macleod, 16 Coll, Back, was united in marriage to 
Isabella, youngest daughter of the late Mr Angus Macleod, and of 
Mrs Macleod, 47 Vatisker, Back.  Rev R. Mackenzie, Back, offici-
ated.  The bride was becomingly dressed in a floor-length gown of 
white slipper satin. Her long veil of white silk tulle was held by a 
coronet of white camellias, and she carried a bouquet of roses.  She 
was given away by her eldest brother, Norman, who was home for a 
few days leave, and the duties of best man were very efficiently car-
ried out by her youngest brother, Murdo.  She was attended by Miss 
Margaret Macleod, the groom’s sister, who travelled home from the 
south of England for the occasion, and by Miss Johanna Macleod, 
the bride’s sister.  Miss Margaret Macleod was dressed in a gown 
of pink lace over pink taffeta, and wore a halo of pink leaves, 
while Miss Johanna Macleod was dressed in a gown of white lace, 
trimmed with pink, and wore a coronet of roses.  Both carried 
bouquets of anenomes and roses.  Over 60 guests sat down to a 
sumptuous supper in the Royal Hotel.  Both bride and bridegroom 
are well known amid large circles in Lewis, and the large sheaf of 
congratulatory telegrams which was read at the reception was ample 
testimony to the popularity and regard in which they are both held.  
They were also the recipients of many useful and valuable gifts.  
A dance followed the reception in the Town Hall, where several 
hundred people joined in the frolic in the old traditional way.  The 
young couple have taken up residence in Stornoway, and they carry 
with them the sincere wishes of a very large circle of friends at 
home and abroad, for every happiness in their married life.

Presentation

Members of the Young Women’s Class, held by Miss Kelly, under 
the auspices of the Ladies Highland Association of the Church of 
Scotland, recently called on her at the Mission Hall and presented 
her with a beautiful leather pouffee as a mark of appreciation for her 
work.  Miss Kelly, accepting the gift, expressed her gratitude and 
appreciation for their kindness.

 BACK 
IN 

TIME

JUNE 1940
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Notes from a Cloister Garden - The First Day

When I recall those early days of my life in the 
Convent, memory is accompanied by the scents 
and colours of the seasons in the garden and 
grounds surrounding the gracious and tranquil 
House and Chapel. I had been to visit the Convent 
and Retreat House many times, and could not wait 
to be part of the Community of Sisters there. The 
Convent was a low two storied building of creamy 
stone with a red tiled roof, built round a quadran-
gle- the most beautiful building I had ever seen. 
The architect was JS Seddon from the Arts and 
Crafts school of architecture and it was modelled 
on a 17th century Beguinage in Bourges in France. 
The Convent did not accept women under the age 
of 21 but I kept on asking and turning up on the 
doorstep so eventually they relented and let me 
in when I was 19. My mother told the Reverend 
Mother not to worry.  “She joins everything and 
then drops out so she’ll be gone in three months.”  
H’mm.   

So one bright sunny day in autumn, my best friend 
Martin chopped off my long blonde hair, treated 
me to a slap-up lunch in Bristol and then escorted 
me to the great oak front door of the Convent, 
where he was given a hard stare by Sr. Michael 
the Portress and firmly bidden goodbye. I told her he was 
the son of our Rector, whereupon he was recalled and we 
were regaled with strong tea and garibaldi biscuits while Sr. 
Michael went to find the Reverend Mother.

I was admitted as a postulant on the 2nd of October, the 
Feast of the Guardian Angels. The Novice Guardian was 
Sr. Rosalie, who greeted me warmly and led me up to the 
Novices’ wing. I was very pleased  with my room which 
I learned was not to be called a cell; Whitewashed walls 
with a simple crucifix,  polished wooden floorboards, an 
iron bedstead covered with a red blanket, a pine cupboard 
and a china jug and basin. The open window had lozenge 
panes and overlooked the Rose walk. Bundled up in the 
corner was a strange contraption of rope and metal – this, 
Sr. Rosalie explained was the fire escape for the wing. In 
the event of fire it would be my job to throw it out of the 
window and the novices would abseil down the side of the 
building (in order of precedence). This meant I would be 
last out, if I hadn’t already swooned in terror, so of course 
I began praying fervently for more vocations. I unpacked 
quickly and went down to the Novices’ room with Sr. 
Rosalie, to meet my future companions, who were sitting 
round a large oak refectory type table doing various bits of 
handwork.

There were two women who had been admitted as postu-
lants earlier in the week, Eleanor, who was 21, and Roberta 
who was much older and had held a very responsible posi-
tion in the Civil Service. There were also two novice sisters 
who had been there some time; Sr. Elizabeth who was in 
her twenties and Sr. Alice who was older and was to be my 
mentor for the first few weeks.

The conversation seemed to me to be very stilted, accus-
tomed as I was to the shrieks, laughter and craic of my 
sisters and friends at home. People were wondering if they 
should use a light or dark green thread in their embroidery, 
discussing the respective merits of size nine or twelve nee-
dles, and the difficulty of obtaining pure linen thread since 
the War. I decided to liven it up a bit with a description of 
the film that Martin and I had seen the day before, which 
was ‘Tom Jones’. At one point I looked across to see Alice 
blinking rapidly at me but mercifully was cut off in midflow 
by the sound of the warning bell for Vespers.

Outside chapel we all waited for a few minutes in silence, 
to recollect ourselves and to prepare our hearts and minds 
for the worship that was to follow. Then as the bell rang 
we processed into chapel, the Sisters and Novices into the 
oak stalls, and Roberta, Eleanor and I filing into the chairs 
between. The chapel was bathed in golden afternoon light 
and smelled of incense, beeswax polish and chrysanthe-
mums.

In my place I found a bewildering array of books and music 
papers. The Divine Office, though in English, was the very 
same as the arrangement of Psalms and hymns in the 
ancient Rule of St. Benedict. The plainsong settings of the 
psalms were designed to enhance not overpower the Word 
of the Lord and from the very first day I loved the measured 
tranquillity of the Gregorian chant. ‘In the presence of the 
Angels I will sing praise unto thee O my God.’ The voice of 
the cantrix soared into the air. ‘I will worship towards thy 
holy temple and praise thy Name’ we responded. 

After Vespers some sisters remained in chapel for prayer, 

A YEAR OF GRACE
Sister Clare Lockhart is an Anglican Priest and a 
member of the Community of The Sisters of Charity 
in Plympton, South Devon. She has lived at Carmel, 
a small house of prayer in Gress, for eleven years.



25

the kitchen sisters swished away down the corridor to begin 
preparations for supper and the novices went off to the 
garden. I was called for a private interview with Sr. Rosalie, 
who gave me a timetable for the next day and a book to 
read in my allotted spiritual reading time. She also explained 
that at Recreation that evening I would need to have some-
thing to work at while we talked, a bit of darning or perhaps 
I liked knitting or embroidery? Darning, I thought, how 
quaint, but my woolly tights were brand new. Knitting? I had 
once made a stripey vest for the missions, but no I hadn’t 
wool or needles. She tried again and I brightened up when 
she mentioned calligraphy - O yes I could easily see myself 
doing that, that was definitely a nunly activity, so she found 
me an italic pen and some paper to make holy cards. She 
then sent me to join Eleanor and Roberta who were sweep-
ing up leaves. It was lovely to be out in the crisp air filling 
the wheel barrow with the copper beech leaves which lay 
thickly over the lawns. We started chatting to get to know 
each other. Eleanor was desperately homesick, it transpired. 
Her blue eyes filled with tears when she spoke of missing 
all her family, so, so far away. She was looking forward to 
seeing her mother, who was to come in a day or two on the 
monthly visit that was allowed. “Will she have to stay over-
night?” I asked sympathetically? 

“Oh no,” was the reply. “She lives in F”, naming a village a 
twenty minute bus ride away.

We were wondering which department we would be 
assigned to for our daily work. I was hoping for a lowly task 
in the sacristy so I could waft in and out of chapel to my 
heart’s content and Eleanor the kitchen because she loved 
cooking but Roberta was quite sure that because of her 
seniority and her career in ‘the world’ she would be given 

much responsibility. We asked Sr. Elizabeth if she had any 
idea where we would be but she gave a knowing remote 
smile and said, “Wait and see tomorrow.”

Supper was eaten in silence; a simple meal of cheese and 
potato pie followed by fallen apples from the orchard. After 
the washing up it was recreation again. We gathered in the 
Novitiate for more sewing and chat, and then Sr. Rosalie 
read to us for a quarter of an hour. The reading was meant 
to be light and relaxing so she had chosen Winnie the Pooh, 
which I loved but out of the corner of my eye I could see 
Roberta’s lip begin to curl. The bell rang for Compline and 
we made our way down the wide stone staircase to chapel. 
The lovely cadences of the Compline psalms and prayers 
echoed round the vaulted ceiling followed by silence for ten 
minutes of prayer for the sick and suffering. The Reverend 
Mother read a chapter of the Gospel for the next day, and 
then we filed out again to the sound of the great bell which 
marked the beginning of Greater Silence. For a few minutes 
there were small night time noises of activity; the locking of 
doors, drawing down of blinds, feet climbing the stairs and 
the odd hurried whisper from one sister to another. Soon, 
a blanket of peace fell on the cloisters and rooms down-
stairs and spread up to the Novitiate wing as one by one 
we settled down for the night. I soon found I was too sleepy 
to read despite my excited anticipation of the next day. I 
switched off the light long before the prescribed time of ten 
o’clock and knelt looking out of the window at the lights 
of the city far beyond on the horizon. A deep contentment 
came over me as I whispered into the darkness. ‘Thank 
you, Lord, I think I have come home.’

Sister Clare
To be continued
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Wedding Dance: Taken at Mairi Ghlen and Mardo’s wedding dance in Stornoway Town Hall in the late 60s. (Left to 
right): Bean Dan Maclemman; Kenny (Chonoicean) Maciver, New Street; Peigi Mairi (Jack) Macleod, Lighthill; and far right 
Shonag (Iain Doo) Macleod, Back.

Sunday School Outing to Harris in the early 60s (Left to right): Neil 
Murray, George Mackay and Roderick Mackenzie, headmaster. Also in the 
background is Chrissie Bell Urpeth (Chonoicean).

Bean Chalum ’an Duncan

Mairi, 9 Coll, with Domhnall na Criomaig and Mary 
Ann na Criomaig. Domhnall was a noted precentor in 
Back Free Church for many years
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We have to be careful that we do not make Anns a’ 
Ghàrradh a column of woes but, sadly, the weather 
has not been ideal for bringing on lush crops. 

Nevertheless, everything eventually grows.  One of the 
most irksome tasks in the garden is weeding, as weeds will 
appear in all weathers.

An invaluable tool, which is indispensable for the garden, 
is the ‘Dutch hoe’ or, as it appears in some catalogues, the 
‘push hoe’. Yet how few people use it, or have even heard 
of it.  It consists of a narrow blade fitted to a long handle, 
ideal for keeping the weeds down.  On a sunny day, when 
using the Dutch hoe between the plants to slice the weeds, 
the soil is aerated as the blade cuts slightly underneath the 
surface of the soil.  The sun will soon wither the cut weeds.  
Another variation of the Dutch hoe is the ‘Sproughton hoe’, 
where the blade is one side of the handle, for close work 
near the plant.  An old gardener once told me always to 
make use of the Dutch hoe and the best time to weed is 
when the plot does not need weeding. Another valuable 
tool to make gardening easier is the long-handled cultivator, 

which has three sharp prongs, ideal for breaking up the soil, 
so letting in light, air and water.  It also prepares the ground 
for using the ‘pull hoe’ when earthing up vegetables etc.

Feeding plants is often a matter of choosing from the many 
liquid feeds on the market.  Why not make your own from 
a weed?  This particular weed is the stinging nettle which 
is not always welcome in our gardens, yet invaluable for 
feeding.  Before the nettles go to seed, cut them and put 
as many as possible in a water butt.  After about ten days 
you should have a strong, powerful food for the plants, 
especially for leeks or cabbages, but never put on tomatoes 
or brussel sprouts, as the liquid feed of the nettles is full of 
nitrogen.  If you use an open water butt, accessible to birds, 
it would be advisable to place a piece of floating wood in 
the water which will enable any unsuspecting bird coming 
to drink, to escape.  Non-webbed birds cannot fly directly 
from water unless they have a solid base underneath. Bird 
baths are shallow for that very reason.

From the Poileagan

   Anns a’   Anns a’
 ghàrradh... ghàrradh...GARDEN TOOLS

Here is a recipe for home made pesto. It’s so 
useful to have in a sealed jar in the fridge as 
it will keep for a couple of weeks. It can be 
used:

with pasta (this quantity will make • 
enough sauce for serving 3-4 people with 
12oz/225g pasta - top with toasted pine 
nuts)
on toast or as a base spread for bruschetta• 
to stuff a chicken breast before wrapping with bacon• 

Try substituting rocket for basil leaves or even a mixture 
of the two. You can also make it with mint to serve as a 
sauce on the side with lamb.

Ingredients

2 oz/50g fresh basil leaves• 
1 large clove garlic• 
1 tablespoon pine kernels• 
1oz/25g Parmesan cheese• 
salt• 

Put all ingredients in to a food processor and 
whizz until it becomes a paste. Keep in sealed 

(kilner) jar in fridge until ready to use. 

PESTO

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a 
friend (UK only), or for yourself, complete the 
tear-off slip and send it with a cheque payable to 
LATN or cash for £28.16 to Mrs I. MacLean, 42b 
Coll, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LR.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print

Name_______________________________________

Delivery Address

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Post Code__________________________________

I enclose £28.16

Signed_____________________________________

Subscriber’s Name & Address

____________________________________________

____________________________________________
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Anns a’ bhaile againn tha tigh mòr nach eil a leithid 
anns na bailtean mun cuairt a thaobh meud is snas.  
Buinidh an tigh so do dhuine uasal a tha ‘na sgiobair 

air soitheach toite.  Thog e an tigh so do a mhàthair a bha 
an dèidh fas sean agus nam faigheadh e fèin cothrom gun 
tigeadh e dhachaidh ann an dràsda is a rithis.

O chionn grunnan bhliadhnachan chaidh a’ chailleach chòir 
a faighean marbh anns an leabaidh agus soitheach làn fala 
ri a taobh.  Cha robh coltas buille no nì ‘sam bith oirre ach 
a riamh bho chaidh a faighean thatar ag cluinntinn fuaman 
mi-nàdurrach ann. Tha na seann daoine a’ smuaineachadh 
gur e is aobhar don so gu’n robh seann chladh faisg agus 
gu’m beil na clachan a bh’anns a’ chladh ann am balla an 
tighe.

Biodh sin mar a bhios e ach is e am beachd de’n bheil a’ 
chuid mhòr gu’n deach a’ chailleach a mharbhabh. Chaidh 
teaghlach an deidh teaghlach air thigheadas ann ach 
b’èiginn dhaibh an tigh fhàgail leis nach fhaigheadh iad fois 
idir leis na bha iad a’ cluinntinn.

Bha triuir ghillean òga ag dol a’ chèilidh ann aon oidhche. 
Tha trannsa dhorch a steach chun an t-seòmar agus bha 
aon de na gillean roimh chàch. Gun ghuth aca air nì ‘sann 
a thuit e air ais gus an do chum an dithis eile e. Thug iad a 
steach do’n t-seòmar e agus ‘nuair a fhuair e a chòmhradh 
thuirt e gu’m faca e duine mòr ag cumail a sgithinn os a 
chionn air son a bhualadh.

Bha an aon ghille ag gabhail fasgaidh aig ceann an tigh air 
oidhche eile an uair a chunnaic e cailleach a’ tighinn thuige 
agus ag ràdh ris cumail air falbh bho’n tigh ud gu’n deach 
ise a marbhadh ann mar tha. Tha so ag gabhail air adhairt 
agus tha an teaghlach a tha anns an tigh ri thaobh ag cluin-
ntinn fartar ann aig tìde cadail a h-uile h-oidhche.

Chan ann a mhàin air an oidhche a tha so mar a tha e. Bha 
fear de mhuinntir a’ bhaile a’ dol seachad air mu mheadhon 
latha. Bha an tigh fas agus bha fiodh air cuid de na h-uin-
neagan. Suil da’n tug e bha am fear sin ‘na sheasamh aig 
tè de na h-uinneagan le cheann rùisgte agus deise ghlas air. 
Bha an duine a’ dol air ais bho an uinneig gus mu dheireadh 
an robh e air chall ann an dorchadas an t-seòmair.

Bhatar ag radh gu’n robh fir a’ dol a thighinn agus a dhèan-
amh ‘na thigh òsda  ach b’ fheàrr e mar a tha e na mar sin. 
Ach bu chòir an tigh sealltuinn as a dhèidh neo cur as dha 
oir is ann le an cridhe na’m beul a thèid clan seachad air an 
dèidh do’n oidhche tuiteam.

Domhnull MacLeoid (IV)
Am Bac

The Captain’s House

In our village there is a house which is not equalled in all 
the surrounding villages as regards size and beauty. This 
house belongs to a gentleman who is captain of a steamer. 

He built this house for 
his mother who had 
grown old and if he 
himself might get a 
chance he would live 
in it when he got the 
chance.

A few years ago the 
kind old woman was 
found dead in bed 
with a vessel full of blood beside her. She bore no signs of 
blows but ever since she was found unnatural noises are 
being heard in the house. The old people think that the rea-
son for this is that the house is situated near an old grave-
yard and that some of the gravestones are in the house’s 
foundation.

Be that as it may but the opinion of most is that the old 
woman was murdered. Family after family went to live in it 
but they had to leave it since they could not get any rest 
with what they heard in it. 

Three youths were going in for a visit one night. There was 
a dark passage leading into the living apartment and one of 
the youths was before the others. Suddenly he collapsed 
into their arms. They took him into the room and when he 
became conscious he told them that he had seen a man 
holding a knife to strike him.

The same youth was taking shelter at the end of the house  
another night when an old woman approached him who 
told him to keep clear of that house since she had been 
murdered there already. This carries on and the family in the 
neighbouring house is hearing noises every night at bed-
time.

Not only are these noises heard by night. One of the village 
people was passing while coming from church at midday.
There was no one in the house and there were shutters on 
some of the windows. As he looked there stood a man at 
one of the windows bare headed and wearing a grey suit. 
He was retreating from the window until at length he was 
lost in the shadow of the room.

It was rumoured that some people were going to make a 
hotel of it but that would be going from bad to worse. The 
house should be looked after for it is with great terror that 
children pass it after nightfall.

Donald Macleod, Class 4, Back

‘Se seo an aiste mu dheireadh den fheadhainn a chaidh a sgriobhadh le clann a sgir’ 
a’ Bhac nuair a bhi iad nan sgoilearan ann an Sgoil Mhicneacail ann an 1931. Chaidh 
an aiste seo a sgriobhadh le Domhnall Macleoid (Doilidh Ruadh).

This is the final instalment in our series of essays written by local children when 
they were pupils in the Nicolson Institute in 1931. This essay was written by Donald 
Macleod.

TIGH A’ ‘CHAIPTEIN’
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Bacach to be Presenter on BBC Alba

BBC ALBA will be featuring a new on-
screen Presenter over the summer months 
with Kerry Anne MacLeod, 76a Coll, tak-
ing up the role starting on 10th July. Kerry 
Anne (18) will be supporting regular BBC 
ALBA Presenter Fiona Mackenzie prior to 
taking up her studies in Scottish Ethnology 
and Celtic at Edinburgh University in 
September. Kerry Anne hopes in the long-
term to work in the media and sees her 
time with BBC ALBA as providing valuable 
experience with that objective in mind.

Kerry Anne said, “I am really pleased to 
have been given this opportunity to work 
with BBC ALBA over the summer. Media 
work is something I have always been 
interested in and this will give me great experience of how 
things are done behind the scenes and in front of the cam-
era.  I’m really looking forward to working with Fiona and 
everyone at BBC ALBA.”

Kerry Anne is a native Gaelic speaker and was in the win-
ning team from the Nicolson Institute in the BT National 
Gaelic Schools Debate 2008 where she also won a one-off 
prize from MG ALBA for the “Most Entertaining Speaker”. 

Margaret McLeman (Back) and Neil Johnstone 
(Balallan) with the trophy awarded to them at Fèis 
nan Còisir in April, for Best Overall Performance. 
Margaret sang “Nam aonar le mo smaointean”, a 
song which lends itself to the accompaniment of 
the cello. Wishing Margaret every success at the 
Mod this October.

Noah, 55 
Coll

Kerry Anne has also competed with the 
school in FilmG, the Gaelic Short Films 
competition where she was one of the 
competitors nominated in the “Best 
Performance” category in 2009.

Welcoming Kerry to BBC ALBA, Alan 
Esslemont, Head of Content, said, “There 
were several excellent candidates for the 
position which is very encouraging for the 
long-term future of the channel. We are 
delighted to have Kerry with us over the 
summer months and I am sure that she 
will learn a great deal from working closely 
with Fiona Mackenzie, the channel’s per-
manent presenter and also from the rest of 
the BBC ALBA team.”

Following a period of training, Kerry will appear on-screen 
for the first time on Saturday 10 July. Programme high-
lights during Kerry’s first week of presenting include Cathy 
MacDonald spending time with Scottish musician Nicola 
Benedetti on Cuide ri Cathy; Trusadh which looks at the 
voluntary sector in Scotland which is worth over £2 billion 
pounds to the economy and Bainnsean which looks at the 
wedding preparations of a couple in Southampton who 
intend to marry in South Uist.

Kerry Anne MacLeod

Fèis nan Còisir Success
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I feel this photo should be shared so that families could point out to younger ones where family plots lay and make a note. 
Photo taken for me by my friend and everyone’s hero Chris Murray, then helicopter winchman. Photo taken in 2006.

Swannie

Sunday School

Some of the children who were at Ness Playpark on Saturday 5 June for the annual Back Sunday School Outing.
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SGOIL A’ BHAC PRIZEGIVING 
2010

PRIMARY

LATN – Literacy Prize (Creative 
Writing): Katie Emmott
Vanessa Will – Salver GP1-GP3 (For 
use of Gaelic outside the classroom): 
Calum Maclennan and Hannah Macleod
Vanessa Will – Salver GP4-GP7 (For 
use of Gaelic outside the classroom): 
Leanne Macdonald and Màiri Maclennan
Citizenship Trophy - P4/P5 (Donated by 
New Community Schools): Jamie Mor-
rison and Abigail Macdonald 
Minki Cup (Environmental Studies/
Awareness P6): Katie Carmichael
D.J. Macleod Memorial Cup (for com-
mitment to football): Leanne Macdonald
‘Coilear’ Cup for Bible Knowledge P7 
(The Donald & Mary Stewart Cup): Màiri 
Maclennan
Primary 7 Music Shield (Donated by 
Rev and Mrs I.D. Campbell): Màiri 
Maclennan
Gress Cup (Donated by Paul & Sheila 
White): Katy Gilligan
Art Trophy (The Alice Murray Memorial 
Prize): Liza O’ Donnell
Sports Champion - Boy (Lewis Carpet 
Centre Cup): Scott Macdonald
Sports Champion - Girl (Lewis Carpet 
Centre Cup): Màiri Maclennan
Boy Leadership: Scott Macdonald
Girl Leadership: Leanne Macdonald

SECONDARY

LATN – Literacy Prize (Creative 
Writing): Angus Maciver 
John Maclennan Memorial (Practical 
Excellence): Coinneach Smith
Cuach donated by Back Senior Gaelic 
Choir (For Overall contribution to the 
musical life of the school): Katy Graham 
and Daisy Macdonald
Back Free Church Salver (For pro-
ficiency in Religious and Moral 
Education): Daisy Macdonald
Moley Cup (donated by Murdo Macdon-
ald) for History: Calum Whytock
Iuro Sgoil Cup (Gaelic – Learner): 
Danny Macleod
Cuach Comataidh Craolaidh Gàidhlig 
(Gaelic – Fluent): Katy Graham
Comrade Cup (donated by Murray 
Family, Coll) for Geography: Daisy 
Macdonald
Martin Cup (Excellence in Computing 
Skills): Leanne Martin
CIB Services Cup (For Proficiency in 
Mathematics): Sean Gilligan and Seumas 
Beathan
The Hebridean Award (donated by The 
Hebridean Newspaper) for Spoken 
French: Stewart Maclennan
Back Pharmacy Shield (donated by 
Donald Taylor) for Science: Angus 
Maciver
Art Cup (donated by Nomie’s 
Bodyshop): Daisy Macdonald

The Stornoway Gazette Cup (For Excel-
lence in English): Daisy Macdonald
S1 Boys Sports Champion: Liam 
Macleod
S1 Girls Sports Champion: Nicole 
Maclean
The Skye Cup – Senior Boys (donated 
by Kenneth Macdonald) S2 Boys 
Sports Champion: Craig Macleod
The Orkney Cup – Senior Girls (donat-
ed by Mrs Reta Macdonald) S2 Girls 
Sports Champion: Amy Ramsay
The Colin and Jessie Macleod Cup for 
Leadership in S1: Isabelle Bain
Citizenship Trophy (donated by New 
Community Schools): Calum Whytock
Leadership Cup – Girls: Danielle Murray
Leadership Cup – Boys: Danny Macleod
Proxime Accessit (donated by Angus 
Macdonald Contractors) Runner up to 
Dux: Sean Gilligan
Dux: Daisy Macdonald

LONDON GAELIC SOCIETY

Primary 
Winner: Euan Anderson; Winner: Calum 
Maclennan; Joint Winner: Koren Pickering; 
Joint Winner: Màiri Maclennan; Winner: 
Katie Emmott
Merit: Ross Maciver, Gavin Marnoch, 
Catriona Bain, Catherine Macdonald

Secondary
Winner: Isabelle Bain
Merit: Tearlach Barden, Jane Macinnes

Back Prizegiving, June 2010

London Gaelic Society - June 2010

Right: RBS 
Personal 
Finance 
Education 
Award - P7 
& S1 Gaelic 
Pupils
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TONG SCHOOL PRIZEGIVING 
2010

Tong School Prizegiving took place 
on Monday 28th June in the Tong 
Community Hall. The guest of honour 
at this year’s prizegiving was Mr D J 
Macleod who presented the children 
with their certificates and prizes. After 
the prizegiving the evening continued 
with the Tong’s Got Talent competi-
tion. The children worked individually, 
in pairs and in groups to display their 
wide ranging talent. Photographs from 
the competition will appear in next 
month’s edition. 

Attendance Certificates

Perfect Attendance: John MacLeod, 
Kelci Smith, Krysta Bray, Isla Buchanan

Very Good Attendance: Euan 
MacDonald, Redigan T-Harrison, Ronan 
Sinclair, Aaron Ferguson, Heather 
MacDonald, Tori MacKinnon, Leona 
Morrison

Good Attendance: Du lin Maclachlan, 
Ben MacMillan, Fraser MacDonald, 
Stephen MacIver, Jodie MacKay, Jessica 
MacPhail, Adam Finlayson, Harry Bray

Fairburn Trip Trophies: P6 – Kenneth 
MacLeod, P7 – Rhiannon Lawrie, P7 – 
Martin Beaton

Sporting Awards/Champions: P1 Girls 
– Mary Anne MacPhail, P1 Boys – Harry 
Bray, P2 Girls – Krysta Bray, P2 Boys 
– Adam MacKinnon, P3 Girls – Sylvia 
Emma Maxwell, P3 Boys – Steven 
MacAulay, P4 Girls – Shana MacPhail, 
P4 Boys – Georgie MacPherson, P5 
Girls – Elizabeth Moore, P5 Boys – John 
MacLeod, P6 Girls – Jodie MacKay, 
P6 Boys – Kenneth MacLeod, P7 Girls 
Champion – Clair Matheson, P7 Boys 
Champion – Fraser MacDonald

Religious and Moral Education Plaque: 
Stephen MacIver

Loch a Tuath Cuach: Martin Beaton

Computing Award: Jordan Morrison

Most Improved Worker Award: Harry 
Williams

Academic Achievement Award: Martin 
Beaton

Citizenship Award: Angus John 
MacDonald

Best Wishes

Tong school staff and pupils would 
like to wish Mr John Maclean all the 
very best as he retires from his post 
as Headteacher of Back school. Pupils 
from the Tong community have greatly 
benefited from John’s guidance and 
leadership over the past 30 years.  We 
also wish to congratulate Mr Angus 
Maclennan, Depute Head Teacher, 
on his appointment as Depute Head 
Teacher at The Nicolson Institute. 
We also wish Mrs Ishbel Macdonald 
(Secretary) all the very best as she 
moves into a new sphere of work.

Sports Prizewinners Tong 2010

Main Prizewinners Tong 2010

Martin Beaton won the prize for Academic 
Achievement
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Material for publication in the SEPTEMBER issue of Loch a 
Tuath News must be in before WEDNESDAY 18th AUGUST 2010

The Back FC Under 16 team were recently presented with a set of new strips by Kevin Murray of Alba Engineering 
Design. The team is pictured with Kevin Murray on the left and team manager Chris MacKay on the right.  (Photo by John 
Maclean).

Tong School’s rural sports team.


