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We need you... 

to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the 
community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their 
free time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and 
ears’ of the district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 

If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal 
Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £2.42 to cover cost 
and postage. 

FÀILTE

Welcome to the December edi-
tion of Loch a Tuath News. 
As usual we have a splash of 

colour in December, with four colour 
pages. This month we also have a 
range of articles and photos for you. 
Last month we promised you an article 
in response to Calum Murray’s chal-
lenge to readers to write an account of 
their memories of crossing the Minch 
and so this month we have an article 
by Malcolm Maciver, recalling his expe-
riences of coming to Lewis on holidays 
as a child. We would be delighted to 
hear from other readers, on any of their 
memories. We have a report of the 
Service of Remembrance which was 
held at the Back war memorial recently 
and we have an account of the Tong 
Caraidean’s holiday in Orkney. We 
have some very interesting photos of a 
contest held to find a beauty queen for 
Back in 1959. Some months ago DJ 
and Lewis Macleod of Tong provided 
us with an account of their cycle from 
Land’s End to John O’ Groats and this 
month we have a report on the presen-
tation of the money they raised. Once 
again we congratulate the boys on 
their initiative and achievement. 

And as well as all of that, we also 
have our other regular features: As 

na Bailtean, From the Manse, Back 
in Time, Anns a’ Ghàrradh, Duilleag 
na Gàidhlig, From the Archives and 
schools news. We hope you enjoy the 
issue.

We intend next month to report on 
the winner of the Loch a Tuath News 
Citizenship Award 2010.

We would love to hear feedback from 
readers about the magazine or what 
they would like to see more of in the 
magazine. You can get in touch with 
a member of the committee to make 
your views known.

The Loch a Tuath News Committee 
would like to take this opportunity to 
wish all our readers, home and abroad, 
a very happy Christmas.

Cover photo: Loch an Eilean (John 
Maclean Photography)
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The Late Ishbel Burnside

Although Ishbel spent most of her 90 
plus years in Bayble, her roots were 
well and truly air ‘cùl a’ ghàraidh ann 
an leas Dhòmhnaill Shaoir’. News of 
her recent death evoked sadness min-
gled with pleasant memories of the 
Burnside family – of Annie, Ishbel, their 
brother Rob and their mother Kay – 
Katie Anne. Mrs Burnside worked hard, 
diligently and devotedly to bring up her 
family with little help other than what 
she earned herself. 

Annie married a Barvas man and emi-
grated to Canada. She has been there 
for many, many years. Ishbel married 
well and set up home in Point. Her 
husband was one of the most suc-
cessful fishermen in Stornoway in the 
60s and 70s. Ishbel was very kind 
and the hospitality of her home was 
enjoyed by visitors at communion 
times and at other times of the year. 
Her warm welcome and generosity was 
enhanced by grace. In remembering 
her family, at this time, the writer can-
not but make reference to the late Rob 
Burnside. His memory is recalled with 
thankfulness to the Lord – “Air dha 
bhith marbh tha e fhathast a’ labhairt”. 
Much sympathy is extended to daugh-
ters, sons, sister and all relatives. 

Cancer Research

The Cancer Research house-to-house 
collection in the Back/Vatisker/Brevig 
area raised a total of £440.01. Thanks 
to all for their generosity. 

COLL

The Late John Murdo Morrison

On Sunday the 31st of October 2010 
the community was shocked and 
saddened to hear that John Murdo 
Morrison (Vidue), 82 Coll, had passed 
away at The Western Isles Hospital. 
John Murdo had been in indifferent 
health for a number of years but was 
able to be at home for most of the time 
being lovingly cared for by his wife 
Dollag and daughter Chris Ann who is 
a qualified nurse; his son Iain Murdo 
also did his share of caring when at 
home from offshore. Three months 
prior to this we reported the sudden 
death of John Murdo’s only sister 
Murdina in a Glasgow hospital. We 
would like to express our sympathy to 
his wife Dollag; his daughter Chris Ann, 
Tommy and family; son Iain Murdo, 
Hazel and family; his brother John and 

AS NA 
BAILTEAN

BACK / VATISKER

The Late Bob Macdonald

Bob Macdonald

The people in the community who 
got to know Bob Macdonald (Bob 
Chiorstag Ghourish) during his many 
visits to the area during holiday times, 
as well as those who got to know 
him when he and his wife settled and 
set up home at 1a New Street, were 
saddened to hear of his death on 17 
September. 

As a young man he attended Camphill 
High School, Paisley, and while there 
he took the opportunity of training 
at the Victory Baths, Renfrew. While 
at Renfrew he became interested in 
teaching young children to swim. He 
subsequently progressed to have one 
of the best training records of any 
British coach. Facilities at the time 
were few and far between and Bob 
was in great demand – travelling from 
Dunblane to Edinburgh, Glasgow 
and Renfrew to train swimmers. At 
Dunblane Pool he taught over 600 
pupils a week. During this time he 
trained British champion swimmers 
and coached and passed on skills and 
knowledge to young coaches, World 
and Olympic champions and world 
record beaters. 

Before he retired his eyesight deterio-
rated and although he consulted many 
specialists there was very slight vision 
left.

By nature he was a genial person and 
an intelligent individual who showed 
much patience during a trying last ill-
ness. Much sympathy is extended to 
his devoted widow who did so much in 
Bob’s ‘dark’ days to brighten him and 
keep him active.

family in Stornoway; John Norman and 
family in Aberdeen. All other relatives, 
friends and neighbours are also in our 
thoughts at this sad time.

Birthday Girl

Catherine Mackay

Congratulations to Catherine Mackay 
(nighean Ishbal agus Willie Basher, 42b 
Coll) as she celebrates her 40th birth-
day on the 30th of November. Not so 
shy now as you were then, many years 
ago.

In Hospital

Our best wishes go to John 
MacDonald (Iain Bhunit), 27 Coll, who 
has spent some time in Raigmore 
Hospital undergoing treatment. Best 
wishes also to Jessie Bell Mackay 
(banntrach Aonghas Caoidh), 60 Coll, 
who underwent surgery at the Western 
Isles Hospital. We are pleased to hear 
that Jessie is back home and making 
good progress. We wish you both a 
good recovery.

Cancer Research

The Isle of Lewis Committee of Cancer 
Research UK express their sincere 
thanks to all collectors and household-
ers in the Coll area who participated 
in the recent “House-to-House” col-
lection.  The following amounts were 
collected:  Inner Coll and Shorehill 

(continued on page 5)
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Right: Erin and 
Euan Macleod, 
40b Outend Coll, 
along with three 
ghoulish helpers, 
went Trick and 
Treating around a 
few of their neigh-
bours in Outend 
Coll.  As well as 
being given three 
buckets of sweets 
they also col-
lected a bucket of 
money.  Deciding 
that they had 
plenty of good-
ies, they thought 
it would be nice to 
donate the £75 to 
the local branch of 
Macmillan Nurses.   
Thanks to every-
one.

Above: John 
Macdonald, Iain 
Macdonald, Catriona 
Stewart, Iain 
Macaulay, Kenneth 
Maciver, Rev. Calum 
I Macleod at the 
Remembrance Day 
Service (see page 7)

Left: Ian Mackinnon, 
wife Annie and the 
children of Gress 
Sunday School

Back row (l-r) Abby, Kathleen and Johan, Front (l-r) Euan and Erin
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- £190.36;Outend Coll - £107.10. Well 
done.

Anna M Macleod, Committee Member

Congratulations

Congratulations to Moira and Rod 
McKinlay, 35 Coll, on the birth of their 
first grandchild, a daughter for their 
son, Malcolm.

Wedding

David Kelly and Joanna Wright

Congratulations to David Kelly and 
Joanna Wright who were married on 
the 4th of September 2010. David 
and Joanna have lived at 76a Coll 
since August 2009. The new Mr and 
Mrs Kelly were married in Pershore, 
England in the presence of their family 
and friends. We wish you all the best 
for the future.

GRESS

A Well Earned Rest

The pupils and parents of Gress 
Sunday School gathered recently to 
mark Ian Mackinnon’s retirement from 
the Sunday School. He has taught 
there for more than thirty six years, 
teaching many of the parents of the 
present pupils. To show their appre-
ciation for all his hard work he was 
presented with a painting and a book 
signed by all the children who were 
attending at the time of his retirement. 

We would like to thank Ian for his hard 
work over all the many years. (See 
page 4 for picture.)

Diamond Wedding

Many congratulations to James and 
Ishbel Young (Ishbel Alex Alasdair Bhig) 
who celebrated 60 years of married 
life with their friends and family on 1st 
November in Hopeman where they 
have lived for many years. Well done, 
that is quite an achievement!

 Isabel and James Young on their 
wedding day

 Isabel and James Young

Belated Congratulations

These go to Isabelle Bain for winning 
the Silver Pendant at the Thurso Mod. 

Well done Isabelle.

New Baby

Angus Alexander Graham

Congratulations to Donald (Phrem) and 
Donna on the birth of their son Angus 
Alexander on 18th October, a wee 
brother for Eva. We are looking forward 
to them moving to their new house in 
the village which has started to go up.

Bereavement

Annie Macmillan, late of 14 Gress (of 
Tulliban family) died on 7th September 
aged 96 years. Her late husband 
was Seumas Chalum Iain Bhard, 
Vatisker. They spent their married life 
in Kirkcaldy. They are survived by three 
of a family and Dollag her sister who is 
the last surviving member of the Munro 
family and lives in Taynuilt. We send 
our condolences to them.

Back Home

We are delighted that Catriona (ban-
ntrach Tohan) is back home again with 
her family after her spell in hospital.

TONG

The Late Isabella Russell, (Nee 
Mackenzie)

This old lady was born in Milking Hill, 
Tong, exactly one hundred years ago, 
and died on the 3rd of October. Had 
she lived another twenty three days 
she would be a century, having been 
born on the twenty sixth of November 
1910. Isabella was the daughter of 
Malcolm Mackenzie and Catherine 
Macdonald of Tong. Ishbel Chalum 
‘an Bhain was the second of a fam-
ily of seven. The first son Iain was 
married to Peggy (Wallace), and they 
had two daughters Cathie Mary and 
Georgina. The next sister Jessie was 
mother of Arthur Harkins. A third sister 
Johanna, mother of Alex John, who 
was named after the youngest of the 
family, drowned at Hindacre in 1938. 

(continued from page 3)
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Another dear brother, George, who 
served in the RNR on HMR Iron Duke 
was reported missing in 1943. The only 
surviving brother, who lives at Parkend, 
was married to the late Alexina 
(Horrigan) of Tolsta. Isabella left Tong 
when her mother died in 1944. She 
had trained as a nurse in Bangor 
General Hospital before the war. After 
the war she married Mr. Mike Russell. 
She returned to Lewis and settled in 
33 Anderson Road during the last 23 
years. We extended our condolences 
to the extended family. 

A relative

The Late Isabella Macdonald

Though Ishbel’s death and burial took 
place at Braighnahaoidh (Melbost), she 
was born at 2 Tong Park on the twen-
ty-seventh day of November 1933. She 
was the last of a big family consisting 
of Catherine, John, Christina, Alick, 
Jessie Ann and Allan. When the first 
Mrs. Macdonald died with TB, as many 
did in that pre-war period, Norman the 
father re-married Miss Matilda Murray 
of Catherine Hill and the marriage was 
blessed with two more children Allan 
and Ishbel. At that time there were 
few young children in Tong Park, and 
consequently Ishbel followed Allan and 
myself everywhere and became some-
thing of a tomboy engaging in simple 
outdoor games of cricket, tennis, pad-
dling on the beach in the summer and 
indoor games when it was raining - 
card games, snakes and ladders, ludo 
and draughts. She was a bright pupil at 
school also and as her classmate Mary 
Lobban would testify she was equal to 
herself.

After leaving school she spent some 
years in Hyde, Cheshire, with the 
older family and when she returned 
she worked in Harris Tweed till the 
time of her marriage to Captain John 
Murdo Macleod which took place on 
1/10/1958.

By the time her mother died Ishbel 
became very religious and became 
a devout member of the church. She 
was well known and well liked and the 
funeral was largely attended.

To her loving daughter Angela and her 
husband Alan, and children Alana and 
John Murdo, and her only surviving 
sister Jessie Ann, brother Allan and 
family in Windsor, the sympathy of the 
community is heartily extended.

A relative

Isle of Lewis Cancer Research UK

The Isle of Lewis Cancer Research UK 
express their sincere thanks to all col-
lectors and householders in the Tong 
area who participated in the ‘House 
to House’ Collection. The amount col-
lected was £444.52.  Well done Anna 
M Macleod.

UPPER COLL

The Late Donald Stewart

It is with great sadness we have to 
report the sudden death of Donald 
Stewart, formerly of No. 19 (Domhnall 
Khenny Giown) at the age of 50. 
Donald was latterly employed by 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar as its fleet 
manager, a position from which he was 
due to take early retirement. He had 
previously spent over 20 years in the 
army.

The new phase in Donald’s life will 
sadly not now happen, but there will be 
many happy memories in Col Uarach 
of a young boy growing up on the 
Sraid Ard, in Taigh Dhomhnaill Piuth, a 
young man doing well for himself in his 
chosen profession, wherever duty took 
him, and finally the father of a now 
grown family as he settled back to life 
in his native district. 

Our thoughts at this sad time are with 
the family, particularly Agnes at No. 19 
who has lost a son; Margaret, Tormod 
and Seoras who have lost a brother; 
and Claire and Daniel who have lost a 
father. We also think of all others who 
had close personal and professional 
relationships with Domhnall. This has 
been an unexpected sore blow for 
them all. 

Congratulations

Congratulations to Mary Macdonald, 9 
Upper Coll, and Anne Clark, 14 Upper 
Coll, who have successfully achieved 
their SVQ Level 3 in Care after a period 
of study and assessment. Mary is 
employed as a care worker with the 

Trust Housing Association and Anne 
is a senior care worker in Dun Berisay 
Care Home. Well done to them both.

Get Better 

Best wishes for a rapid recovery after a 
spell in hospital to Kenny John Graham 
(Kenny John Dhomhnaill Sgurd), No. 1 
Gearraidh Ghuirm. 

Ruby Wedding

Congratulations to Margaret (Margaret 
Dhomhnaill Iain ‘an Nis) and Norman 
Macmillan, No. 1, on the the 40th anni-
versary of their marriage. They spent 
a considerable time in Turriff but have 
been back in Upper Coll for quite some 
time. Where have all the years gone 
since Aonghas Piuth went out on the 
Peel’s boat, Domhnall and Peigi made 
their home at No. 1 and Margaret 
joined us under the tutelage of Ceiteag 
Mhurchaidh and the ever present threat 
of “a medicine dubh”? 

Great Grandmother at No. 20

Failt air Dan Uisdean Pheig Mairi 
Mhurchaidh a Stal don t-saoghal. 
Meala naidheachd air Uisdean agus 
Dawn, ‘nam parantan son a’ cheud 
uair, agus air Sheena (banntrach 
Mhurchaidh a Stal) son a bhi na sean 
seanmhair aon uair eile. 

Well Done 

Leanne Macdonald, No. 53 (nighean 
Aonghais Iain a Lalaidh) was the top 
goalscorer in the recent North of 
Scotland girls football finals which was 
won by Back School. The team now go 
through to the Scottish Finals. We wish 
them well and hope Leanne keeps on 
scoring goals. 

Slow Down 

The stretch of road between Taigh 
Dhomhnaill Sgurd and Domhnall 
Chuimhnidh’s Garage will soon be 
subject to a speed limit of 40 mph. We 
are sure the residents will be pleased 
as this was a very fast part of the road. 
Balaich nam Putanan Buidhe will be 
after you if you ignore the signs.

Loch a Tuath Community Hut
Santa’s Grotto and Sale of Work, Saturday 11th December 2-5pm   

Santa’s Grotto - Come and visit Santa and have your photo taken with him! 
(£2.50 for visit & gift; £3.50 for visit, gift & photo) You can also post your letters to 
Santa in his private post box! (remember to give him your address for a reply).

Sale of Work - Baking, raffle, tea & coffee, collection for Macmillan Nurses (Bric-a-
brac/donations can be dropped off Friday night 6-9 or Saturday morning).
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On a beautiful, sunny winter’s morning, a large crowd 
attended the annual Service of Remembrance 
held at Back War Memorial on Sunday, the 14th 

November 2010.

The service was conducted by the Rev Calum Iain Macleod, 
and the praise led by Donald Maciver. After appropriate 
singing, readings and prayer, the minister spoke movingly 
of the sacrifices made by our forefathers in the two world 
wars and other conflicts of the last century, and is still 
being made in Afghanistan at the present time. He stressed 
the importance of getting the whole and correct message 
across in order to ensure that people know of the actions 
being taken in their name, and the end result.

After the customary two minutes silence wreaths were laid 
as follows: Mr Iain Macaulay, Deputy Lord Lieutenant of the 
Western Isles representing Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth; 
Councillor Catriona M Stewart representing Comhairle Nan 
Eilean Siar; Mr John Macdonald representing The Royal 
British Legion; L/Cpl Iain Macdonald of Stornoway platoon, 
Royal Regiment of Scotland, on behalf of the Territorial 
Army; L/Cpl Danny Macleod, 1st Battalion Highlanders ACF, 
on behalf of the Army Cadets; Kenneth A Maciver repre-
senting the Back War Memorial Trustees; and representing 
Back and Tong Schools respectively, Peter Macdonald and 
Shannon Clark, and Gregor Macleod and Jodie Mackay. 
After the singing of Psalm 23, and the benediction in con-
clusion, all those present were invited to the new Church 
Hall for tea and coffee.

AGM - War Memorial Trustees

The AGM of the War Memorial Trustees was held on 
Tuesday 2nd November 2010. After the customary welcome 
from chairman Murdo Murray the business of the meeting 
was attended to, and all matters arising were dealt with.  
The treasurer gave a report on the finances and thanked 
those who had generously donated money to the upkeep of 
the memorial in the past year. Those were: Back Community 
Council, Loch a Tuath News, Tong Grazing Committee and 
Upper Coll Grazing Committee. Although expenses are kept 
to a minimum, money is required for the upkeep of the site 
and for insurance cover, and as the trustees are not able 
to generate income themselves, are dependent on dona-
tions. He asked that those Grazing Committees who had 
not donated in the past try and contribute something in the 
coming year if they could, as the memorial was representa-
tive of the whole area from Tong to Gress. He then thanked 
Allan George Macaskill for once again auditing the Trustee 
finances completely free of charge – a very generous dona-
tion indeed.

In closing, the chairman then appealed for younger mem-
bers of the public to become Trustees of the Memorial. With 
a few exceptions, most of the trustees are well past retire-
ment age and like any other organisation need new blood to 
survive. He asked anyone interested to contact the trustees 
and assured new members of a very warm welcome should 
they want to join.

REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE

Shannon Clark and Peter Macdonald Gregor Macleod and Jodie Mackay
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FROM THE 
MANSE
Profit and Loss

The Apostle Paul compares and contrasts his past with his 
present and says, ‘But what things were gain to me, these 
I have counted loss for Christ’ (Phil 3:7).  Whatever might 
have been to his profit before coming to know Christ as 
his Saviour, he now considers loss in comparison to the 
joy of knowing Christ.  

This is a powerful and moving testimony from the lips of a 
man who had it all, from a rich and prominent Jewish pedi-
gree to a very impressive track record of law-keeping and 
morality.  Yet, now he sees his past, exceptional as it once 
was, as no less than (Phil 3:8) ‘rubbish’ in comparison to 
the greatness of knowing Christ as his Lord and Saviour.  
For Paul, and for every Christian, Jesus is the incomparable 
Christ.

To know Christ, by way of a living and personal relationship, 
should be our ultimate goal.  Everything else in life is sec-
ondary to knowing Him.  We can only appreciate this truth 
when we discover Jesus Christ for ourselves.  Sir James 

Simpson, the discoverer of chloroform, was asked as he 
neared the end of an eventful life in which he had made 
many scientific discoveries, ‘what is the greatest discovery 
you ever made?’  He replied, ‘The greatest discovery I ever 
made was that I was a lost, guilty sinner, and that Jesus 
Christ, the Saviour of sinners, is my Saviour.’

All other discoveries pale into insignificance when we dis-
cover the ‘Amazing Grace’ of God revealed to us in the 
person of Jesus Christ.  He is ‘full of grace and truth’ (John 
1:14).  There is everything to lose by rejecting Christ.  There 
is everything to gain by receiving Him.  Make this your 
greatest discovery today and profit from it.

Calum I Macleod

SERVICE TIMES
A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the 
community to attend Back Free Church of Scotland.

Services in Back and Tong during December are as fol-
lows:

Back

Sunday 5 December
12 Noon: Mr Angus Macdonald (Gaelic)
5pm:  Mr Thomas Davis (Children’s Church)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 12 December
10.30am: Mr Angus Macdonald
12 Noon: Rev Angus A Macdonald (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Robert Sinclair

Sunday 19 December 
10.30am: Rev Calum I Macleod

12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 26 December
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod 
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House

Sunday 5 December
10.30am: Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 12 December
6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

Sunday 19 December
6pm:  Mr Thomas Davis

Sunday 26 December
6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524

Murdo Ferguson
Travelling Barber

Have your hair cut in the comfort of your own home.

Cuts for ladies and gents

For further information phone Murdo on:

 01851 830477

Mobile: 07799 026506

Tolsta, Back, Gress, Tong

Dates for 2010:
Fri 10th December
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On reading the October 2010 issue of Loch a Tuath 
News I came across the interesting article sent in by 
CM of Colchester, regarding his early experiences of 

travelling across the Minch. This set me thinking of my early 
experiences of this voyage, only from the opposite perspec-
tive.

Living in the outskirts of Manchester in the 1950s, I was 
well acquainted with the pre-“Clean Air Act” smogs, so our 
annual trip to visit my Grandparents in Tong was always 
well looked forward to and the journey considered to be 
a great adventure for my two sisters and myself. This was 
especially the case because we used to go for a whole 
month starting in the Whitsuntide holidays and involving an 
extra two weeks off school.

Once we had deposited our dog with our maternal granny, 
we made our way to Crewe Station where we were met by 
Aunty Cicely and Uncle Bert (who lived nearby). As well as 
waving us off on the platform they would always supply us 
with a copious supply of sandwiches and biscuits for the 
journey. After what seemed to be 
an eternity the overnight train 
from London to Inverness would 
rumble in with a great hissing of 
steam and belching of smoke. 
When we had waved goodbye 
to our aunt and uncle our excite-
ment, already charged by the 
anticipation of the picnic feast, 
was doubled by the realisation 
that we would be sleeping on 
the train, in bunk beds. There 
was always an argument about 
who got to use the top bunk. 

Once the sandwich supper was 
devoured, there were no argu-
ments about going to bed that 
night. We always slept well, 
but we would wake momentar-
ily to hear the Glasgow section 
of the train being separated at 

Carstairs; I can also remember the platform staff shouting 
that we were at Perth. Our parents usually had to wake us 
kids up when the train was approaching Inverness. 

On arrival at Inverness, we just had time to get to a local 
cafe for breakfast. This was considered a real treat in those 
days. I can still remember the taste of the breakfast rolls. 
We then spent the morning enjoying the magnificent scen-
ery on the journey across to Kyle of Lochalsh. During this 
section of the journey us kids would be quizzing our parents 
about how long it would be before we got to “Scotland”.

The site on arrival at Kyle, of the sea, a real harbour with 
boats, a small ferry taking cars across to Skye and giant 
white birds called gulls was like something from a story 
book. This had to be explored. Then, when we saw this 
enormous ship that we were actually going to sail on, we 
could hardly contain ourselves. By this time we started to 
notice that more and more people appeared to be speaking 
in a “foreign language” and, what is more, we were amazed 
to discover that our dad was fluent in this language. 

Once on board, we could 
explore the ship; I was fasci-
nated by the giant “teething 
rings” located at various loca-
tions around the deck. Dad, in 
his wisdom, told us that they 
were lifebelts. This was followed 
by my first experience of the 
combined smells of: tobacco, 
stale beer and diesel fuel, with 
sometimes a hint of livestock. As 
the ship embarked the novelty 
soon wore off, at least for me, as 
travel sickness took over from 
excitement. I am sure the fishes 
enjoyed my Inverness breakfast 
as much as I did. OK, some 
years the sea was not so rough 
and the journey was thoroughly 
enjoyed, especially watching 
the gannets diving for fish on 

FROM MANCHESTER TO TONG

Tong, by the Blackwater

Fun with peats
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the approach to Lewis. On the 
good trips a great treat was to 
enjoy the “Silver Service” of 
the ship’s restaurant and the 
High Tea served on the cross-
ing. 

On our arrival in Stornoway, 
everywhere was clean, the 
harbour was buzzing and full 
of fishing boats. The harbour 
seals were another site to 
behold. By this time, nearly 
everyone was speaking in the 
foreign language but they all 
seemed to be able to revert 
to English at will. We would 
make our way to the bus sta-
tion where a selection of rick-
ety blue buses awaited. We 
had to look for one with either 
Back or Tolsta on the front. 
When we got on to the bus we 
were amazed by the fact that 
the drivers seemed to know 
everyone, and people asked 
him to stop at the gate of indi-
vidual crofts. There was always 
a warm welcome when we 
arrived at my grandparents’ home. My Grandad with his cap 
on in the house and smoking his pipe with a metal cover on 
it, granny in her dark clothing, pinafore and headscarf. After 
the greetings, time was spent catching up on news and 
comments about how much we had grown since last year. 
We children were quickly despatched to bed after our long 
hard journey. We were always up early the next morning 
though, eager to be out and about. Compared to the rows 
of terraced houses we were used to, the small crofter’s cot-
tage where my father grew up was like another world. The 
neighbours’ houses were not joined to my grandparents’ 
and there was an open space between all the houses. In 
my grandparents’ house there was a large brass bed in the 
living room and all the cooking was done over an open fire 
which burned strange looking smelly lumps which everyone 
called peats. 
These peats were 
stored on an 
enormous stack 
which we thought 
would be ideal 
for climbing on. 
We were soon 
shown the error 
of our ways, but 
we were given a 
concession of a 
few peats with 
which we could 
make dens and 
houses to play in.

There were small 
haystacks on 
the crofts and 
carefully nur-
tured vegetable 
gardens fertilised 
with the finest 

natural manures. Recycling 
was a way of life in the 1950s 
in Tong.

There were always animals 
around; a small dog who fol-
lowed us everywhere, the cat 
always had kittens for us to 
play with, outside there were 
chickens running about, a few 
sheep in the croft and lots of 
sheep on the moor. There were 
always wild rabbits to be seen 
and a cuckoo could be heard.

In the early days, I can remem-
ber helping / hindering my dad 
on the daily trip to the well for 
drinking water. This entailed a 
walk of about half a mile each 
way, the return journey with 
two large buckets of water 
separated with a wooden 
frame which prevented the 
heavy buckets from banging 
on your legs. It was a good 
day’s work. When I was about 
nine I helped my dad connect 
the mains water supply after 

the new concrete head tank had been built on the moor.

As we walked through the village we would, at first, feel 
strange as people, especially children, stared at us. We 
soon came to understand that they were not being rude, 
they were just not used to seeing people they did not 
know. The local jungle drums soon put paid to that and it 
was soon round the village that Calum Golly and his fam-
ily were home for a visit. By the end of the first day initial 
shynesses were overcome, old friendships from previous 
visits re-established, and some new acquaintances made.  
Sometimes, friends from the Manchester area who origi-
nated from the village would be on holiday at the same time 
and we would also team up with them. Occasionally peck-
ing orders had to be sorted out in the traditional manner to 

decide one’s sta-
tus in the local 
group of children. 
Most of our eve-
nings were then 
spent joining in 
the games and 
pranks with the 
local kids. We 
were always put 
to shame by the 
ability of all the 
local children 
from a very early 
age to converse 
confidently and 
capably in two 
languages. 

One of the things 
I have grown up 
with and apply 
to this day is a 
sharp sense of 

Fank

On the Loch Seaforth, the picture gives a good example 
of children’s fashion in that era
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wit, the ability to 
be the subject 
of a joke as well 
as to take the 
Mickey without 
being offensive 
to those on the 
receiving end. 
This I put down 
largely to the time 
I spent with both 
the children and 
the adults from 
Lewis. One exam-
ple of this was 
when Dougie, the 
postman, came 
to my grandpar-
ents’ house and 
he would pretend 
he was going to 
take me away 
in his sack. My 
grandfather would 
make great sport out of threatening me with this when I was 
misbehaving.

Another was the “Bogey Man” who lived in the loft. He was 
invented to deter us kids from climbing up there. To prove 
his existence, my dad would don an old war time gas mask 
and an old boiler suit. We would then be advised to go and 
see for ourselves. As we opened the hatch this face would 
stare out from the dark and come and chase us out of the 
house. Of course, by the time we dared to venture back 
in, dad had had time to change and come up with a story 
about how he and granddad had struggled to get him back 
up there. We advised strongly not to let him out again. And 
we didn’t, not until the next year anyway.

Part of the humour was por-
trayed in the fact that every-
body seemed to have nick-
names. What took me some 
time to appreciate was that 
there were some nicknames 
that could be used when 
addressing the person, and 
other nicknames that were 
used when the person was 
not present. Unfortunately 
my grandparents’ neigh-
bour had one of the latter. 
Needless to say I learned 
this lesson the hard way. On 
the subject of names, liv-
ing in the Manchester area, I 
was used to comments like 
“Calum Maciver?  Don’t you 
mean Colin?” “No, Calum, 
C.A.L.U.M.” “Oh! What sort of 
a name’s that?” So to come 
to Tong where it seemed 
that, as well as my father and 
grandad, half the village had 
the same name as me, was 
refreshing.

We enjoyed a level of freedom 

never encoun-
tered in the town: 
open moors 
to explore and 
the magnificent 
beaches and 
sand dunes 
where we could 
run wild all day. 
Quite often we 
would be the 
only ones on 
the beach. As 
we crossed over 
the dunes to 
the stoney side, 
we could see 
the small boats 
beached ready 
for use. When I 
was a bit older, I 
occasionally got 
the opportunity 
to go for a row 

in one of these with some of the local lads. We did not take 
much persuading to keep out of the water though, I may 
have been a bit soft in those days, but I do not remember 
the sea being any colder anywhere. The river on the sandy 
side was good for paddling though and it always made us 
jump when we accidentally put our foot on a baby flounder. 
To this day my sister and I joke about a young girl calling to 
her mother “Mammy I found a flounder”!

As we usually stayed for a month we got involved in all 
sorts of activities that we never did at home such as work-
ing in the peats and “bringing the peats home” which dem-
onstrated a true community spirit, far different from being 
in the city, where friends and neighbours worked together 

and then played together 
afterwards. Another example 
of this was when the local 
“fank” took place. For me 
this was a real day of excite-
ment. 

A trip to the shop was always 
a treat as we were always 
allowed to buy sweets and 
“Creamola Foam”. Granny 
used to save her threepenny 
bits throughout the year so 
that each time we went to the 
shop, or the van came, she 
could give us something to 
spend. However we did have 
to “run the gauntlet” past 
all the fierce looking “wild” 
cattle that were prowling the 
roadside waiting for innocent 
children to attack. The local 
kids took great delight in 
observing our concerns and 
playing on them. 

Going on the bus to 
Stornoway was always an 
exciting time, as Stornoway 
was the only real town in 

Hillhead, Tong

Malcolm and Sheena ‘on guard’ around 1957 / 1958. From 
the picture it can be seen clearly that it was certainly taken 
before the water tank was built on Tong moor.
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The temporary 
wooden 
house erected 
by the poor 
family who 
used to live 
in Tong’s last 
blackhouse 
after the 
blackhouse 
had burned 
down.

the area. It had a Woolworths, a newsagent selling com-
ics, a cinema, a castle and a working harbour. With all our 
“urban savvy” Stornoway still brought surprises to us like a 
real Italian ice cream parlour, I have never tasted nicer ice 
cream.  There I experienced my first “Knickerbocker Glory”. 
I cannot resist these extravagant desserts to this day. 

There were plenty other flavours which were unique to 
Lewis; the copious supplies of fresh fish, including salmon, 
small brown trout caught in the small dark rivers on the 
moor, my granny’s soup cooked over an open fire, Clootie 
Dumpling, kippers, and Stornoway black pudding, in my 
opinion the finest in the world. Some local dishes I didn’t 
acquire a taste for were flounders, and crowdie and cream.

Unfortunately our month, invariably, ended all too soon and 
we had the further adventure of the return journey to look 
forward to. Perhaps, I was lucky, 
but I can never remember being 
ill on the return journey. This may 
have been something to do with 
the voyage being overnight and 
us having a cabin with bunks 
so we could sleep through the 
worst of the voyage. On the way 
home we always stayed on to 
Mallaig usually enjoying a full 
MacBrayne’s breakfast. 

We then caught the same train 
to Glasgow as your correspond-
ent, experiencing the same worry 
at Fort William when the dining 
car was connected. Some of 
the other notable aspects of this 
famous scenic train journey was 
the site of wild deer, the train 
seemingly stopping in the wilder-
ness to pick up school children, 
the site, if you were lucky, of Ben 
Nevis, and for me the highlight of 
the journey was when we were 
approaching Helensburgh, the 

site of the laid up warships in the Sea Loch.

Glasgow was impressive in that all the buildings looked 
even bigger, gloomier and darker than those in Manchester; 
they had trams and an underground. Most people seemed 
to live in tenement blocks rather than the terraced houses 
we were used to. Most notable, though, was that although 
the people (allegedly) were speaking in the same language 
as us, they were more difficult to understand than those 
who spoke Gaelic. Some years, when we were in Glasgow 
we would spend a night or two at my uncle Roddy and 
Aunty Mary’s flat and if we were really lucky our big cousins 
would be there.

The last leg of the journey was never so spectacular, other 
than some of the characters on the train. This was one of 
the few occasions where our parents encouraged us to be 

rude and make faces at people in 
the corridor to discourage them 
from coming into our compart-
ment.

From my earliest memories to 
my early teens we used to stay 
with my grandparents for a month 
every year. During this stay there 
were always visits to friends and 
relations to be enjoyed but during  
all these visits we never strayed 
further than Stornoway, in one 
direction and Aird Tong in the 
other. After 1964, it was not until 
the 1990s that I returned to Lewis 
with my own wife and family and 
during that two week visit we saw 
more of the islands than all my 
previous visits. But that was a dif-
ferent time and a different story.

Malcolm Maciver, Burnley

Malcolm and Sheena
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Jane whips the opposition to become Sgoil a’ Bhac 
MasterChef 2010

S2 pupil Jane Macinnes (Front centre of picture on page 
15) is this year’s Sgoil a’ Bhac FutureChef. The school heat 
of this annual competition was hotly contested this year, as 
six S2 pupils took up the challenge to produce a healthy 
hot main course on a budget of £4 in only one hour. Jane’s 
winning dish was chicken goujons with potato wedges and 
salad. She now goes through to the local final in December, 
to compete against winners from other Western Isles 
schools.

FutureChef forms part of Springboard’s high profile national 
schools programme and is a four-staged nationwide culi-
nary programme which encourages young people aged 
12-16 to cook. The programme aims to develop young 
people’s understanding of food, culinary skills and life skills. 
It highlights the skills required to become a chef and builds 
relationships between schools and industry.

Partnership with Parents

Thàinig I A Anderson, a tha na fhear-smàlaidh aig Port-
adhar Steòrnabhaigh, dhan a’ chlas againn. Sheall e dhuinn 
an aodach-dìon aige agus innealan a bhios e a’ cleach-
dadh. Leig e leis a h-uile sgoilear feuchainn air an clogaid 
obrach aige ach abair gu robh fàileadh an t-sùith dhith! As 
dèidh sin sgriobh sinn litir a’ toirt taing dha. Clas G3/4/5

Pupil-led Remembrance Assembly

Class 2B, in collaboration with Rev C I Macleod, presented 
a Remembrance Day assembly on Thursday 11 November. 
A number of parents and family members joined the whole 
school staff and pupils for the two-minute silence, pre-
ceded by a pupil presentation relating to past and present 
wars, and followed by an address by Rev Macleod. Pupils, 
accompanied by Music teacher Avril Duncan, led the sing-
ing of the ‘Poppy Petals’ and the hymn ‘Oh God our help 

in ages past’. 
The choir and 
precentor Isabelle 
Bain brought the 
assembly to a 
close with the 
singing of verses 
from Psalm 16 in 
Gaelic. Thanks 
are due to Mrs 
Sargent who 
helped the pupils 
to research and 
organise their 
presentations 
and to Chriselle 
Macleod and 
Willie Macdonald 
for ICT and prac-
tical support.

S2 pupils Shannon Clark and Peter Macdonald represented 
the school at the Remembrance Sunday service at the War 
memorial.

Gleusta

Fhuair Catriona Bain agus Koren Pickering cothrom pàirt a 
ghabhail anns a’ prògram telebhisean ùr, Gleusta. Chaidh 
am prògram a chraoladh aig Sabhal Mòr Ostaig anns an 
Eilean Sgitheanach. ‘Se prògram spòrsail chloinne a th’ann 
an Gleusta far a bheil dà sgioba a’ farpais an aghaidh a 
chèile. Bha Catriona agus Koren an aghaidh dithis à sgoil 
Bhail a’ bhananich. Chòrd an turas riutha gu mòr.

Cross-country

Well done to all the pupils from Sgoil a’ Bhac who took part 
in the first cross-country race of this session. The following 

SGOIL A’ BHAC

Some boys from the S1S2 Drama group Firefighter Anderson and pupils from class G345
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pupils were placed in their respective races: U15 Girls – 1st 
– Isabelle Bain, U13 Girls – 2nd – Mairi Maclennan, U11 
Boys – 3rd – John Alasdair Bain, U9 Boys – 3rd – Calum 
Maclennan. Cross-country running is offered as a lunch-
time activity, for Primary and Secondary pupils, every 
Wednesday.

Football

Congratulations to the Back School Under 14 Girls foot-
ball team who travelled to Inverness, on Wednesday 17 
November to compete in the Scottish Schools Football 
Association Under 14s National Sevens and won every 
game so are through to the final, which will be in Glasgow 
in February.

Congratulations to the Sgoil a’ Bhac P7 boys who reached 
the final of the Scottish Schools Primary Sevens Western 
Isles Qualifier tournament at Smith Avenue on Monday 15 

November. The Back boys won all their games, but were 
narrowly defeated in the final, 1-0, after extra time, by 
Stornoway Primary. P7 team: Lewis Brett; Sam Macdonald; 
Lewis Macdonald; William Maciver; John Alexander 
Maciver; Joe Blunt; Michael Clark and William Stewart.

Parent Council

Pictured on page 32 are (back row, left to right): Calum M 
Macdonald (Treasurer); Janet Mackenzie; Mandy Gillies; 
Jane Hartley-Oliver (Chairperson)

Front: Christine Martin and Sarah Anne Maclean (Staff rep-
resentatives); Sue Emmott (Secretary); Alayne Barton

The Sgoil a’ Bhac Parent Council will hold a Book Fair in the 
school, during the Pupil-led Parents’ Evening, at 7pm on 
Tuesday 7 December. Come along to buy your Christmas 
presents! 

Gleusta

Sgoil Araich Loch a Tuath Halloween Party

S1S2 Pupils painting the library mural during Rich Tasks

Class G67 learning about the human body! 
Cameron looks bemused.

S2 Future Chef competitors
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TONG SCHOOL
Beauty and the Beastie Scotland

In celebration of the International Year of Biodiversity 
2010, several pupils from P5/6/7 entered an Eco Schools 
Expressive Arts competition. This involved producing a 
painting or drawing of their favourite Scottish animal or 
plant. Jessica Macphail P7 was awarded a certificate for 
being a finalist. Hannah Macdonald and John Macleod, 
both from P6, also received a certificate and were com-
mended on their work. 

New Pupil

Staff and pupils would like to warmly welcome David Iain 
Morrison to the Primary 6 class. We hope that he enjoys 
many happy times in Tong School.

Sam Wilding Book Launch

Earlier in the session the widely known author Sam Wilding 
invited island children to design the book cover for his 
most recent novel “Windscape”, a story which is based in 
the Western Isles. Several of the P5/6/7 entries appeared 
on his website so we were delighted recently to be invited 
to attend his pre book launch talk in Stornoway Primary. 
The whole class enjoyed meeting with and listening to the 
author, as well as participating in group activities. 

Visit to Kian Beaton’s Pigs

A visit to the Beaton family croft to meet their pigs was 
arranged in conjunction with the current Nursery Project, 
‘The Three Little Pigs.’  As the trip was such a success, 
Primary One and Two also went along for a visit.  Kian 
(Primary Two) took great delight in showing the pigs and 
piglets to his classmates.

My First Riddle Competition

Primary 3 and 4 recently entered a Young Writers competi-
tion. The challenge was to write a riddle. Can you solve 
Dulin’s riddle before you read the last clue? It is as happy 
as jokes, it is as musical as a disco, it is as fancy as a 
castle, it is as hopeful as wishes, it is as fun as a clown, it 
is as special as antiques, it is as lovely as a family, it is as 
interesting as a bug, it is as beautiful as a butterfly, it is as 
delightful as a pudding. It is a Wedding.

Many of the riddles written by the P3/4 class were success-
ful in the competition and will be published in a book, “My 
First Riddle- Tiny Talents” on the 31st January 2011.  The 
winners were chosen for perception, imagination, expres-
sion and good use of language. Well done to all those P3 
and 4 pupils who were winners! 

Football Tournament

The school was very pleased to participate in a football 
tournament in aid of Macmillan Cancer Relief. This suc-
cessful event was organised by Tolsta School Pupil Council. 
All three teams from Tong School thoroughly enjoyed their 
active day, while also donating money to a very worthwhile 
cause. Well done to all involved. 

Blythswood Shoe 
Box Appeal

Again this year, pupils, 
parents and friends 
showed their sup-
port for this charitable 
appeal. The children 
are pictured on page 32 with the many boxes filled with 
thoughtful and useful gifts. A sincere thank you to all who 
donated. 

Dominic Barker Winner

Following on from their visit to meet author Dominic Barker, 
pupils were invited to draw a picture about this experience. 
Primary Three and Four did just this and sent their draw-
ings to Mr Barker.  The author was clearly impressed with 
Benjamin Macdonald’s effort, as he included the drawing 
on the Scottish Book Trust website and awarded Benjamin 
with a novel.  You are also able to view drawings by Donna 
Maciver and Jason Beaton on the same website.

Hypermarket

Primaries 1 – 7 had a busy start to November preparing 
and making a variety of items to sell at the annual Charities 
Hypermarket which was this year held in the Laxdale Hall. 
Freshly cooked soup, shortbread, mincemeat, candles and 
Christmas cards were all made by the school pupils. These, 
along with donations of baking from parents, were snapped 
up quickly by enthusiastic customers.  Special thanks to 
Mrs Lloyd for all her help and to all those who either gave 
of their time or donated baking.  Well done to the Primary 
Seven pupils who manned what turned out to be a very 
successful stall.

Sandcastle Prize

Congratulations to Aaron and Grace Macleod, along with 
their first cousins, Caitlin and Cailean Macdonald, who 
were recently awarded first prize in the Stornoway Gazette 
Sandcastle competition.

Youth Club Winners

Further congratulations to Youth Club team winners Gregor, 
Kenneth, Jodie and Jessica on scoring 89 points out of a 
possible 90 in a General Knowledge quiz.  Unsurprisingly, 
they were the winning team!

P1-3 Music Show

P1-3 pupils thoroughly enjoyed the show, ‘Trio for a Green 
Pea,’ at An Lanntair recently.  Some everyday objects were 
used as musical instruments, and a lively and engaging 
story kept all children well-entertained.

Remembrance

Pupils in P1-4 enjoyed a pupil led Remembrance Assembly 
in the P5-7 classroom on 12th November.  The younger 
pupils learned what the term Remembrance means and the 
significance of the poppy.  Well done to P5-7.
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Youth Club Winners

Mark and Gregor serving at the Hypermarket

Pupils from P1 and P2 visiting the pigs

New Pupil in P6- David Iain

Gregor Macleod and Jodie Mackay were honoured to 
lay a wreath on behalf of Tong School at the annual 
Remembrance service in Back on November 14th.  The 

weather was favourable and a large crowd was in attend-
ance for a very moving and poignant service.

P6 and P7 pupils with author Sam Wilding
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333
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That is the incredible amount that has been raised 
from DJ and Lewis’s recent sponsored cycle from 
Land’s End to John O’ Groats. The boys, together 

with Callum Curry (who was their support-van driver 
throughout), completed their cycle in 10 days from the 22nd 
to 31st July this year. DJ and Lewis’s family home is at 
Muirneag, Hillhead, Tong, and Callum lived with his family in 
Milkinghill, Tong for several years.

DJ said, “When we planned this event we obviously hoped 
to raise a good amount of money for The Leanne Fund, but 
we never once thought the final total would be anywhere 
near as high as this. We are so grateful to everyone who 
has sponsored us online on our ‘Justgiving’ website or on 
one of the many sponsor sheets which were circulated. It’s 
just amazing to realise how people have really supported 
our cycle and given so much money, especially when you 
consider how difficult things are financially for so many 
just now. This makes all the effort worthwhile, but more 
importantly it gives a huge boost to The Leanne Fund. The 
great thing about this fund is that all the money it receives 
goes directly to young people who have Cystic Fibrosis up 
to 25 years of age in the Highlands and Western Isles. It is 
used to provide non-medical treats for patients and carers – 
things that would not normally be provided on the NHS, and 
this gives a unique opportunity for these patients to treat 
themselves to something special or to do something really 
special. It’s really a chance to create happy memories and 

that is something that is so important to all these families. 
I just want to say a huge thank you to everyone who sup-
ported us, we really do appreciate it”.

Lewis added, “It’s very encouraging for the three of us 
that our cycle has been supported as much as this. As 
I’m sure people will realise, this was a huge challenge for 
us because we had set ourselves a really testing target 
of completing the cycle in just 10 days. We both suffered 
injuries on the way and it was hard sometimes just to keep 
going through the pain barrier to complete 90 miles on the 
bikes each day. We also came up against some terrible 
weather as well as some VERY steep inclines, but Callum’s 
support and encouragement was a great help to us as well. 
It’s a shame he couldn’t get time off his work in Aberdeen 
to be with us for the presentation because he was a really 
important part of our team. Like DJ, I just want to say 
thanks for each and every donation that’s been given. All 
of us are really amazed at how much has been raised, so 
thank you all very much”. 

The cycle was carried out in memory of Leanne Mitchell, 
who was a close friend of DJ, Lewis and Callum. Leanne 
suffered from Cystic Fibrosis and, sadly, she passed away 
in August 2009 aged 21 years. The Leanne Fund has been 
set up by Willie and Chrisetta Mitchell as a tribute to their 
daughter. You can find out more by visiting their website at 
www.theleannefund.co.uk. (See picture on page 32.)

THANK YOU
I would like to thank everyone in the district who sup-
ported me with my fundraising for Leukaemia Research 
and The Anthony Nolan Trust. A very special thanks to 
Ali Noamie MacLeod and Long John Wan Campbell who 
accompanied me on my long hike to London via Inverness, 
Fort William, Glasgow, Edinburgh, Sutton Surrey and 
Petticoat Lane; to Alex Murray Construction and Woody’s 
Parcel Service for the use of their vehicles and also a big 
thank you to John MacLean Photographer. I could not 
have done it without them. I closed the fund and the total 
raised came to £32,000. 

I have some T-shirts left and the money raised from them 
will go to the RNLI (Lifeboat). So far I have raised £320 
towards this worthwhile charity. T-shirts are priced at £5.00 
and DVDs of our trip to London are available, also at £5.

I have had numerous enquiries for a 2011 calendar but I 
can say that was the last year. Marie Jessie told me, “Iain, 
it’s too cold for you, you are too old and you don’t need a 
peat anymore, a caoran will do you”. Thanks Marie!

Merry Christmas and a happy New Year to you all and 
once again, a big thank you.

Lemon

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a 
friend (UK only), or for yourself, complete the 
tear-off slip and send it with a cheque payable to 
LATN or cash for £28.16 to Mrs I. MacLean, 42b 
Coll, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LR.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print

Name_______________________________________

Delivery Address

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Post Code__________________________________

I enclose £28.16

Signed_____________________________________

Subscriber’s Name & Address

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

TONG BROTHERS RAISE £8,500 FOR THE LEANNE FUND
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Occasions Florist 
Tel No: 706616       

Tel No: 705656
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements

Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service

Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden 
Centre
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From the 
Archives...

A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

10 YEARS AGO

The December 2000 LATN reported that Kevin (Bloxy) 
Murray had swept the boards at the Lewis and Harris Football 
Association Presentation, winning the Senior Player of the Year, 
the Vic Flower Trophy and the Charlie Crawford Cup for scoring 
over 50 goals. Back FC had won the league and the Eilean an 
Fhraoich Cup that season.

In the news in December 2000: December 1 – Bush v. Gore: 
The U.S. Supreme Court stops the Florida presidential recount, 
effectively giving the state, and the Presidency, to George W. 
Bush. 

December 31 – The Millennium Dome closes its doors one year 
to the day of its opening. 

The launch of ‘Eisd’, a collection of plays by Donnie Bhochain. Front row: 
Chrissie, Ailig and Katie Bell a’ Bhochain. Middle row: Lynn Maclean with her 
family Allan, Mairead and Iain. Also pictured are (back left) Angus William 
Macdonald (mac Ramsay), (top back) Kenneth Maciver (mac Yaach) and (right 
back) Calum Iain (Tom) MacIver (mac Iain a Yep), all members of the original 
Bacaich drama group.

5 YEARS AGO

The December 2005 LATN reported on a collection of Donnie 
Bhochain’s plays appearing in print, entitled ‘Eisd’. Major 
Crawford Maclellan (New Street, Back), who had recently 
returned from a six month tour in Iraq, visited Sgoil a’ Bhac to 
talk to the pupils to mark Armistice Day. 

In the news in December 2005: December 11 – The 2005 
Cronulla riots occur in Sydney, Australia, involving up to 5,000 
youths.

Major Maclellan and pupils at Back School

Kevin ‘Bloxy’ Murray

Above and left: LATN covers 
from December 2000 and 
December 2005
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Western Isles Alcohol and Drug Partnership

Stay safe this Christmas!

Communities across the Islands are being encouraged to 
drink safely to stay safe this Christmas and New Year. To stay 
safe and enjoy the season it’s important to know your limits 
and look out for others who may be drinking. Alcohol has 
special dangers in the winter - it’s risky to drink alcohol if you 
are cold because it will make you even colder and in extreme 
cases can lead to hypothermia - look out for your friends and 
check they are able to get home safely at the end of the night. 

Keep safe

Here are a few tips and hints for keeping safe! Never leave 
a drunk person on their own, especially if they appear to be 
sleepy. If you can’t wake them:

Get help or dial 999 for the emergency services. 

Don’t worry about getting into trouble; it’s more important to 
get help 

Turn the person on to their side (recovery position) so that if 
they are sick, they won’t choke.

Keep them warm and stay with them until help arrives.

When it comes to driving the message is simply don’t drink 
and drive! When you’re thinking about jumping in the car the 
morning after a night out remember if you drink 6 pints of 
average strength (5%) beer between 9pm and midnight the 
earliest time you can expect to have got rid of all the alcohol 
your bloodstream would be 3.30pm the following day.  Black 
coffee, cold showers and “hair of the dog” cannot sober you 

up. These are all myths… Nothing but time can sober you up. 
A unit equals 10ml of pure alcohol. That’s how much the body 
can safely get rid of in an hour.

Plan your nights out!

Arrange to take turns at being a nominated driver, use public 
transport or taxis, book taxis in advance and keep sepa-
rate taxi money, have alcohol-free drinks at home for driving 
guests, arrange transport for drink-impaired drivers, never 
force alcohol on someone who is planning to drive, never 
accept a ride home from a driver who’s been drinking, remem-
ber that accidents happen on short journeys too, leave your 
car and keys at home to avoid temptation later on.

Bear in mind that the current advice on sensible drinking limits 
is that men should have no more than 3-4 units a day and no 
more than 21 units in one week and women no more than 2-3 
units a day and no more than 14 units in one week. Have at 
least two alcohol free days a week. Try to think about what 
you are drinking and add up the units – you’ll be surprised at 
how quickly they can add up!

If you are worried about alcohol or drug issues this Christmas, 
there are local support services available to provide you 
with support and advice. Drinkline 08009 178282; Lifestyle 
Centre, Stornoway 01851 701010; Bridge Project, Uist 
01870 610737;Substance Misuse Co-ordinator (Uist & Barra) 
01870 603279; Substance Misuse Co-ordinator (Western 
Isles) 01851 709911. For further information or advice please 
contact Suzanne Macaulay, Alcohol & Drug Partnership on 
01851708923 or find out more on www.westernislesadp.co.uk 

The Western Isles Alcohol and Drug Partnership would like to 
take the opportunity to say Nollaig Chridheil Agus Bliadhna 
Mhath Ur!
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Trust Election

There was more interest shown in this district at the 
Stornoway Trust election last week, than at previous Trust 
elections.  It was obvious to anyone going along the public 
highway in the vicinity of Back Polling Station, that elec-
tors were determined to support Mr Murdo Macleod, M.A., 
headmaster, Back Public School, who came out third at the 
polls.

Good News

News has been received by Mr Malcolm Maciver, 27 
Vatisker, from his youngest son, Malcolm, a naval reservist, 
and a member of the crew of HMS Carnarvon Castle, that 
he is safe and well.

Temporary Nursing Appointment

After some discussion and a show of hands, the Lewis 
Nursing Sub-Committee decided last week to endeavour 
to have Nurse Morrison, who was district nurse at Back, 
released from military duties to resume her post, and pend-
ing the result of these representations, to appoint Nurse 

Isabella 
Macaskill, 
Gravir, as 
temporary 
nurse at 
Back.  The 
decision was 
in accordance 
with the recommendation of the local Nursing Association.

Her 103rd Birthday

Mrs Isabella Macleod, 13 Vatisker, Back, who celebrated 
her 103rd birthday recently, received a greeting telegram 
from The King and Queen. She is keeping in very good 
health, and is able to be up and about every day.  The tel-
egram was in the following terms:-  

“The King and Queen are much interested to hear that you 
have recently celebrated your 103rd birthday and send you 
happy congratulations and good wishes”.

Private Secretary

 BACK 
IN 

TIME

DECEMBER 1940

Neil Macleod (Ullag), 40 Coll, 1955

Left: A Cooper at work, 
Donald Maclean (Domhnall 
Peigi), Stornoway, 
Grandfather of Donnie 
Smith (Bulldog), 37 
Vatisker, and Willie 
(Basher) Maclean, 42b Coll
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Monday

When Orkney was 
first suggested 
as a venue for 
this year’s trip 
the decision was 
unanimous, and 
so on the 13th 
September 21 
eager passen-
gers boarded the 
ferry to Ullapool. 
There our friendly 
driver Kevin met 
us with Macleod’s 
coaches from 
Rogart and set 
off across country 
stopping first at 
the Falls of Shin 
where we were booked for lunch. It was a lovely morning 
so most walked down to the falls in the hope of seeing 
salmon jumping, but today was not the day for them. The 
next stop was to be at Helmsdale but by then the rain was 
very heavy, so we carried on to Thurso and booked in at the 
Station Hotel where we were very comfortably accommo-
dated. After dinner some retired for the night, but those who 
didn’t enjoyed a visit from friends Rev. Howard & Christine 
Stone (Castleton) also Mary Gordon from Wick.

Tuesday

Breakfast at 7am (and mention must be made of the 
superb, cooked to order, breakfast) and then off for the 
short journey to Scrabster, there we boarded the ferry 
‘Hamnavoe” and quite literally our jaws dropped, the décor, 
the comfort, unbelievable, as later the Rev Angus Alex was 
heard to remark “I thought I was on the royal yacht.”

After a pleasant 1½hr sail (a bit rolly around The Old Man of 
Hoy) we landed at Stromness and booked in at the hotel, 
which was right at the pier. The first trip that day was to 
Skara Brae, a 5000 year old village. It was sunny when we 
arrived there but cold and very windy, but most managed 
to walk down to the exposed village and it was well worth 
the effort. We also visited Skail House, which is just beside 
Skara Brae; this house was the home of William Graham 
Watt, the 7th Laird of Breckness, who discovered Skara 
Brae after a storm in 1850.

After lunch there we went on to Corrigall Farm Museum, 
A 19th century farmhouse and steading. Stromness is a 
quaint town, very narrow streets with small houses and 
shops, and some went for a walk before dinner.

Just as we were finishing dinner we were surprised to see 
some musicians, ages ranging from young teens to pen-
sioners come in; they were the North Island Strathspey 
& Reel Musicians, and we were entertained to excellent 
Scottish and Orcadian music. Song sheets were distributed 
and we all joined in singing some lovely old favourites; a 
really enjoyable evening was had by all.

Angie MacIver (Caberfeidh, Tolsta) with his wife Eleanor 
came to visit his brother–in-law Willie (Logan). It was lovely 

to meet them.

Wednesday

On Wednesday 
morning, at the 
driver Kevin’s sug-
gestion we had a 
coastal tour of the 
island, passing 
Scapa Flow and 
onto the Churchill 
Barriers which 
were built after a 
U-boat managed 
to get into Holm 
Sound in spite 
of being blocked 
with sunken ships 
and managed to 
sink the battleship 

“The Royal Oak” with the loss of over 800 men. The barri-
ers are constructed of 66,000 massive blocks of stone and 
concrete, and the ship-wrecks are still clearly seen. From 
there we went to the Italian Chapel, made from two nissen 
huts by the Italian prisoners of war brought to Orkney for 
the construction of the barriers, and it is quite spectacular. 
It was constructed with the use of recycled material such 
as corn beef tins etc., and the painting of the interior gives 
the impression of brickwork. You really have to see it to 
appreciate its beauty. Most of the work was led by a man of 
many talents called Domenico Chiocchetti.

We then went on to Kirkwall for lunch, a visit to St Magnus 
Cathedral, which was founded in 1137, and a look round 
the town. Back then to Stromness, and some then walked 
to the Maritime Museum there. That night the wind started 
to rise, so we were a bit apprehensive about the journey 
back to Scrabster. 

Thursday

As it turned out our fears were groundless; in spite of 
heavy seas the trip was perfect. From there we set off 
for Inverness and broke our journey at the Castle of Mey, 
where we had lunch and a tour of the castle. Next stop was 
Inverness where we said goodbye to our driver and one or 
two members of the group. We then booked in at The Royal 
Northern Hotel in time for dinner.

Friday

On Friday we hit the shops before getting the service bus 
back to Ullapool for the 5.15 Stornoway sailing. We were 
met in Stornoway by Iain MacLeod, MacLennan’s coaches, 
and he deposited us at our homes, tired but elated after a 
really enjoyable trip.

Our impression of Orkney was one of acres of good pas-
tureland, fields of barley, cleanliness, no litter, no derelict 
houses, no abandoned vehicles, not so many sheep but lots 
of cattle. On a more sober note, we were very much aware 
of the absence of some friends who would normally have 
been with us. This year alone five of our group have passed 
away and three more are not in the best of health, but we 
treasure the memories of when we were all together.  

CARAIDEAN TRIP TO ORKNEY, SEPTEMBER 2010
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Miss Back 1959
These pictures were taken at a dance in the old Back hall to select ‘Miss Back’ in 1959. Morag Nicholson was 18 years old. 
The line up was the top ten. 

GRADUATION
Kyle I.G. Fletcher graduated from Queen’s University, Belfast, 
with a BSc (Hons) in Biological Sciences. Kyle is the son of 
Mike and Rima Fletcher, Timperley, Cheshire, and grand-
son of Murdo and Angusina Graham, Rosehill, Back and 
Aberdeen.

Left to right: Anna Margaret Murray (Gress), Morag Nicholson (Gearraidh Ghuirm), Murdina Macdonald (Gress), Mary Macdonald 
(Upper Coll), Christine Stewart (Back), Eiric Mackenzie (Back), Katie Jane Maciver (Coll), Jessie Graham (Upper Coll), Chrissie 
Maclean (Coll), Wilina Graham (Coll)

Left to right Chrissie Maclean (Coll), Morag Nicholson (Gearraidh 
Ghuirm), Anna Margaret Murray (Gress), Mary Macdonald (Upper 
Coll)

Jessie Bhunaid and Morag Nicholson (Miss Back Football 
Club, 1959)
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When I left Back school in July 1954 on a Thursday 
at the end of term for the summer break, shortly 
before my 15th birthday in August, I had an inter-

view on Saturday morning with Ian Mitchell junior for a job 
as an apprentice mechanic. Little did I realise that the con-
nection through a former next door neighbour, none other 
than Kirsty Ann Phoshan, formerly of No.7 Upper Coll, 
would result in a surprise visit to our house in the middle of 
October of this year, accompanied by none other than my 
old Boss, Ian, in person. 

What a pleasant surprise for my wife Pat and myself. During 
our visit to Stornoway in July of 2009, we took our grand-
daughter with us to visit relatives, and old friends from 
Upper Coll, although not as many as I’d hoped; the weather 
was wet as usual, windy, with a tornado to finish off with. 
We did visit Kirsty Ann in Benside, and what a shock she 
got, after about 20 years since we previously met. We had a 
lot of catching up to do in a short time, but as we said our 
goodbyes outside her house, we both thought that would 
be our final encounter, but more of that 2009 trip to fol-
low; watch this space. What I hoped would conclude my 

visiting list was to see Ian. As I was knocking on his door, 
his neighbour across the road said he was on the mainland 
for his annual MOT. I explained to the gentleman that I once 
worked for Ian and his late father in the 50s, and if he would 
kindly pass on my regret not seeing him, but hope his 
health was good enough to pass the MOT.

Ian has a son, Christopher, married in Bethnal Green, not 
very far from where we live in Hertfordshire, and while Ian 
and Kirsty Ann were down there to celebrate Christopher’s 
47th birthday they decided to pay us a surprise visit in 
Welwyn Garden City. We had a lovely lunch in a nearby 
restaurant; the meal was just incidental, the company was 
priceless, but too brief. We took a few photographs, Ian 
and myself on our doorstep, and Ian and Kirsty Ann leav-
ing Welwyn Garden City station, heading back for London 
by train. I was still in shock for days after, so much more to 
talk about the past, but as Ian finally said on leaving, “to be 
continued”, hopefully. Many thanks to both of you for this 
kind deed.

Contributed by Alasdair (Jack) Beaton 

Does the winter kill garden pests?  The answer is ‘No’, 
regardless of how deep the frost is.  No doubt the increase 
in slug and pest activity is mostly due to the removal of 
pesticides from the market.  Perhaps that is a good thing, 
though commercial growers make use of strong pest-killing 
sprays, otherwise crops would be completely ruined.  Apart 
from the slug, another most destructive pest that lives in the 
soil is the wireworm, which will feed on the roots of almost 
any plant.  Potatoes and turnips especially can be riddled 
with holes deep into the flesh, newly dug grassland being 
the worst.  The parent of this pest is a beetle called the 
‘chick beetle’ and its larvae is the wireworm, which has a 
thick, tough, shiny skin.  Once they are in the soil they are 
not easy to control, apart from turning the soil whenever 
you come across them.

How can I tell the chick beetle from other beetles, as most 
of our native beetles are beneficial to the garden, as they 
feed on slugs etc?  Maybe it sounds odd, but if you turn 
this longish beetle on its back, you will see that it possess-
es a unique power to jump in the air, turning itself over! Not 
so with other beetles.  Once on their backs they struggle to 
turn themselves over.  So now we know how to tell friend 
from foe!  It is recommended that you just do not kill any 
beetle you find in the garden. Most of them serve a good 
purpose.

From the Poileagan

   Anns a’   Anns a’
 ghàrradh... ghàrradh...GARDEN PESTS

THE MECHANIC AND THE BOSS, 50 YEARS ON

Kirsty Ann and Ian Alasdair and Ian
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Right: Miriam Foster and Kenneth Stone were married in 
the Ness Bank Church of Scotland, Inverness on August 
2nd 2010.  The wedding ceremony was conducted by Rev. 
Howard Stone, the groom’s father. The groom’s grandfather, 
Rev Kenneth Stone (Helmsdale) led in prayer. The reception 
thereafter was held in the New Drumossie Hotel where fam-
ily and friends gathered together to celebrate this very happy 
occasion. 

Miriam is the daughter of the late David and Janette Foster. 
Kenneth is the son of Rev. Howard & Christine Stone (resid-
ing in Castletown) and a grandson of ‘Moley and Mairi’ (for-
merly, 3 Upper Coll). Miriam is a final year student paediatric 
nurse and Kenneth is a student architect. They have made 
their home in Dundee.

ANOTHER NEW BUSINESS 
VENTURE AT GORDON’S
We are delighted to see the car repair business, previ-
ously owned by Beaton’s Garage, now being taken over 
by another local man, Calum Macrae, probably better 
known to all in the village as ‘Carrots’. The new business 
under the title of Macrae’s Garage has been doing a brisk 
trade since it started and we wish Calum every success 
in this venture.

The accompanying pictures show Calum with his wife 
Marina and three children Seamus, Marie and wee Calum 
outside the garage. The second picture includes Calum 
and a potential customer. No prizes for identifying him!

Gur math a theid leat, a Chalum.
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Air an ceathramh latha de dh’August 
’s sinn cho dòigheil anns a’ Bhruaich 

’S ann air latha na Sàbaid 
Thainig fios thugainn bha cruaidh 

Gun deach a Navy thogail
’S gu aithghean an toirt suas 
’S iomadh sùil bha druiteach 

’N ’am na fiùrain a thoirt bhuap

As a Bhruaich gu dh’fhalbh sinn
Is sinn cho anmoch leigeil slàn 

Leis gach bat’ ’is sgiobair 
Leis gach cidhe bh’anns an àit’ 

’S ghabh sinn treana ’n iar 
’S ann tro’ mhonaidh nam beann àrd 

’S ar n-aghaidh air Steòrnabhagh 
Air Leòdhas mòr mo ghràidh

Dh’fhalbh sinn ’sin ’n October
’S sinn ri seòladh dhan an Fhraing 

’S chaidh sinn uil’ air bord’ oirr’ 
Long mhòra nan tri chrann 
’N uair ràinig sinn am base 

Far ’n robh na Gàidheal ghrinn 
B’ fheudar leigeil soraidh 

Is cur aghaidh air an trains’

Chan urrainn dhòmhs’ bhi ’g innse dhuibh
Ma chruadalan na trains’
Fodha gu do ghlùinean

Ann am bùrn is ann am pol
Chan fhaigheadh sinn an cadal ann

Ach an’ocair gach àm
Nam bitheadh sinn aig an dachaidh

Oh! sinn gun caidleadh trom

Ainmichidh mi na fiùrain dhuibh 
A thuit anns an t-srìth 

Bha Domhnuil MacCoinnich ann 
’S Domhnull MacIlleathain caomh 

Bha Alasdair MacAscaill ann 
’S Domhnull MacAoidh còir    

 ’S tha cuid de’n sin an “Ypres” 
Na sìneadh fo na fòid

’Nuair bhitheas mi stigh ’nam aonar 
’S ann a’ smaoineachadh air na suinn 

’S thèid mi dh’an an eaglais 
An cor uair ’theid mi innt’ 
’S a sheallas mi bhon rèile 

Far ’m b’àbhaist dhuinn bhi cruinn 
Chan fhaic mi càil ach suidh’chanan 

’S an làr sleabhuinn lorn

Nuair thèid mi chun a’ chladaich
’S a bhios mi ann learn fhìn

’S ann oirbh a bhios mi smaoineachadh
Sibh ’s fhaisg bhios air no chrìdh

Ach tha mo smuaintinn diomhuinn dhomh
’Sibh ’s an t-siorruidheachd gun chrìch

LE MURCHADH GREUMACH, GORDON 
HIGHLANDERS, 1914, AOIS 18

’S chan fhaic mi sibh gu sìorruidh
’S sibh tiodhlaicht air na raoin

Bithidh mi nis co-dhùnadh
Le dùrachd bho mo chrìdh

’S mi ’n dòchas gun till
Na tha beò ac’ dh’an an tìr

Ach na chaidh a mharbhadh dhiubh
’S an Fhraing cha till an tìm

’S cha bhi iad air an tiodhlaiceadh
An Griais fo ghainmheach mhìn.

Murchadh Greumach (am Buck)

Murchadh Greumach (am Buck) is a bhean Mary Ann
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Material for 
publication in the 
JANUARY issue of 
Loch a Tuath News 
must be in before 
WEDNESDAY 22nd 
DECEMBER 2010

Top: Sgoil a’ Bhac Parent 
Council

Above: Tong School’s 
Shoe Box Appeal, 2010

Left: DJ and Lewis 
presenting the cheque 
for £8,500 to Willie and 
Chrisetta Mitchell. See 
page 19 for full story.


