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We need you... 

to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the 
community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their 
free time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and 
ears’ of the district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 

If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal 
Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £2.42 to cover cost 
and postage. 

FÀILTE
Welcome to the April edition of Loch a 
Tuath News. This month we have another 
range of articles and photos for you. 
Our own Chairman, Willie Maclean, has 
answered our questions and provided 
us with stories of memories of growing 
up in Stornoway, before marrying and 
coming to live in Coll. Our former edi-
tor Ann McKerracher, who now lives in 
Tenerife, has also written for us telling us 
about the lifestyle there. This article was 
prompted by a chance meeting a few 
weeks ago. Read all about it on page 6. 
Going even further afield, Mary MacNeill 
(nighean Aonghais Bhragair) has written 
an interesting article for us about living 
in New Zealand. We congratulate some 
of our local youngsters on noteworthy 
recent successes at a national level. 
Jane Macinnes won the North of Scotland 
regional heat of FutureChef 2011 and 
travelled to London to represent the North 
of Scotland in the national final at West-
minster College. We also congratulate the 
Back School Girls Soccer Sevens team 
who recently competed in the national 
finals, finishing in an impressive third 
place. Continuing the football theme, we 
have an article on the Back Kemnay Cup 
winners of 1948. Back Bowling Club have 
provided us with their latest news and 
we also have news of another new shop 
which is shortly opening in the district. 
We also have another collection of vari-
ous photos from years gone by. If you 

have any photos which you feel would be 
of interest to our readers then please get 
in touch with a member of the committee.

And as well as all of that, we have our 
other regular features: As na Bailtean, 
From the Manse, Back in Time, Anns a’ 
Ghàrradh and From the Archives.  Many 
thanks to those of you who have contrib-
uted to this month’s issue. We hope you 
enjoy the issue.

Cover photo: Jane Macinnes with 
Ainsley Harriott at the final of 
FutureChef in London
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away from the land. Two and a half 
years were served in the Mediterranean 
without getting home leave’. 

Kenny and his wife Bella Maggie vis-
ited Malta in 2004. That was a holiday 
of a lifetime for them both for it was full 
of memories.

We extend the sympathy of the com-
munity to Bella Maggie, son Norman 
and daughter Mairi Isabel, as well as to 
his sister and brother at this sad time.

Home from Hospital

Best wishes to our Back/Vatisker cor-
respondent who is recuperating at 
home after having surgery in hospital in 
Glasgow.

Best wishes also to Roddy Wilson, 
New Street, who is home after a spell 
in hospital.

Bereavement

We regret to record the passing of Mrs 
Elizabeth Brown, formerly of 5 New 
Street. Latterly she had been resident 
in Dun Berisay. We send our condo-
lences to her daughter and son.

COLL

Bereavement

Our sympathy goes out to the fam-
ily of the late Alex Murdo Maclean 
(mac Bhochan), formerly 7 Coll and 
Edinburgh, his sisters Kitty and family 
on the mainland, Chrissie and fam-
ily in Coll and his sister-in-law Lyn 
and family in the family home. All his 
friends and neighbours are also in our 
thoughts at this sad time. 

Birthday Greetings

Congratulations and many happy 
returns to Rena Maciver (banntrach 
a’ Pheteran), 83 Coll who recently 
celebrated her 90th birthday. She had 
a very enjoyable day with family and 
friends. Our thoughts are with her 
daughter Margaret who has not been 
well and we wish her a speedy recov-
ery.

Welcome Back

We would like to welcome back to 
the U.K. Sheena (nighean Ishbal 
agus Willie Basher), her husband 
Richard and son Cameron after their 
3 year posting at R.A F. Ramstein in 
Germany. They are now stationed at 

AS NA 
BAILTEAN

BACK / VATISKER

The Passing of Mr Kenny Macleod

A youthful Kenny in his naval uniform

The passing of Kenny Aonghais 
Khenny, 54 Back, in Ospadal nan 
Eilean on Wednesday 2 March came 
with considerable surprise and sad-
ness to the community in which he 
lived and was respected. His last ill-
ness was of a short duration for he 
was, at 86 years of age, fairly active 
doing household chores until very near 
the end.

He was the eldest of the four sons of 
the late Angus and Màiri Macleod, 12 
Gress. Teaghlach Aonghais Khenny, 
which also included one daughter, 
were all well known and respected in 
Gress, where they grew up.

By nature Kenny was a gentle, pas-
sive person who was patient, tolerant 
and neat in person and in everything 
he did. He was very practical. He was 
a quietly spoken man – a man of few 
words – but whose words were well 
rehearsed and full of wisdom. He was 
a very intelligent person. He gained 
and retained a place in the esteem and 
affection of all living in the Geada Glas, 
as well as in the whole community. He 
shall be missed. ‘Cha dèanadh e lochd 
dha choimhearsnach agus cha togadh 
air fòs droch sgeul.’

As written in a previous LATN, Kenny 
spent most of his war service in the 
Royal Navy in the Mediterranean on 
the minesweeper Skokholm, working 
out of Valletta in Malta, which at that 
time was in ruins as a result of continu-
ous bombing by enemy aircraft. The 
following is from the June 2005 LATN: 
‘Prior to the invasion of Southern 
France, we were engaged in mine-
sweeping in order to give the landing 
crafts a clear passage to the beaches. 
As the armies advanced through Italy 
mines were cleared along the coast 
and disposed of then in deeper water 

R.A.F Leuchars, very close to Richard’s 
roots. We wish them many happy years 
in their new home.

Congratulations

Congratulations to Lewis Mackay, son 
of Angus and Catherine Swordale and 
grandson of Willie and Ishbel, 42b Coll, 
who along with his classmate Kirsty 
Maciver (Garrabost) won a competi-
tion to design a logo for the new Point 
school. The pupils from the three Point 
schools were given the opportunity to 
design the Logo which will be on the 
the new uniform. After looking through 
all the entries it was decided,  by 
the three Point councillors, that both 
Lewis and Kirsty’s would be chosen 
and combined into one as both logos 
represented key areas associated with 
Point. Unfortunately Lewis won’t get 
the chance to wear the uniform with 
his logo as he moves to the Nicolson 
Institute in August!

Allison Mackay

Congratulations also to Lewis’ sister 
Allison Mackay, who came 2nd in the 
traditional solo singing competition at 
this year’s local mod. 

GRESS

Get Well Soon

We send best wishes to Karen Peatie 
(nighean Nan, post-office) who has 
been in hospital. Karen is living in 
Dublin.
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We hope that Sophie Graham (nighean 
Mac a’ Phrem) will soon be back to her 
Cross Country running and all her other 
interests after not being well. A speedy 
recovery is wished for them both.

Sympathy

We send our condolences to Bella 
Maggie and family, Norman and Mairi 
Isabel, on the death of her husband 
and their father Kenny Macleod, 54 
Back, on 2nd March, aged 86 years. 
Kenny Aonghais Khenny, formerly of 
12 Gress, lived a healthy life. He was a 
quiet and gentle man and after being 
in the Merchant Navy spent most of 
his life as a weaver. We also think of 
his three brothers and his sister who 
mourn his passing. His brother Murdo 
Macleod, H.M.I., living in Inverness, is 
unwell in hospital at the present time. 
All his many friends wish him a speedy 
recovery.

Our sympathy also goes to Angus 
Govig, Lena and the family on the 
death of his uncle Norman aged 87 
years. Norman spent most of his life in 
Glasgow before retiring to Govig. We 
also think of his daughter, son and their 
families.

Well Done

Stornoway Shinty team is now in the 
Highland League and we are pleased 
that Calum Stamper (No. 19) is a mem-
ber of the team. We hope they con-
tinue to do well.

Congratulations to our own girls in the 
Back School football team who came 
3rd in the Scottish Football finals. Well 
done.

TONG
Condolences

The sincere sympathy of the village is 
extended to the family of the late Mrs 
Jean Maclean (Sine a’ Gladstone), her 
sons Calum, Norman (Cricketey) who 
lives in Tong, Donald and her daughter 
Christina. Her late husband was from 
Tong (Calum Dòmhnallan). We also 
remember her beloved sister Seonag 
and her husband Alex John Thomson 
at this time. Just about a month after 
losing her sister, Seonag has suffered 
another family bereavement, hav-
ing lost her younger brother, Calum 
Morrison, very suddenly. We are all 
shocked and saddened by this news 
and wish to convey our sincere sympa-
thy to herself and the family.

The sincere condolences of the vil-
lage are extended to Mr and Mrs Ivor 
Macleod and family, following the 
death of Chirsty Mairaid’s brother 
Kenny Macleod. We also remember 
Kenny’s widow Bella, and their family. 
Our sympathy is also extended to Mr 
Macleod’s brothers John George and 
Angus and also Murdo (retired school 
inspector) who is seriously ill at this 
time in Raigmore Hospital, Inverness.

Golden Wedding

Calum and Mina Macdonald (nee 
Martin) were married in the Kinloch 
Free Church, Laxay on the 29th March 
1961 by the Reverend Gillies. The 
reception afterwards was held in the 
Caley Hotel, Stornoway.

Calum and Mina Macdonald

They started married life at 25 Coll, 
before moving to 5 Morrison Terrace, 
Tong. There they brought up their fam-
ily, two daughters, Doileag and Kate 
Ann. They are now enjoying life on the 
other side of the bay with Kate Ann, 
Donald and family at Torr Beag, Knock, 
Point.

Happy Birthday

David Nicolson

Many happy returns to David Nicolson, 
Kerrydale, Springside, Tong, who turns 
21 on the 16th April. Happy Birthday!

Best Wishes

Best wishes to the following, who 
are undergoing treatment in the 
weeks ahead: Mrs Nora Macdonald, 
former correspondent for the LATN; 
Mrs Dollag Macleod (Dollag Bulp); 
Mr Norman B Macleod (mac Murdo 
Norman). We would like to assure them 
and their families that they are very 
much in the thoughts and prayers of 
the community as they face the weeks 
and months ahead.

UPPER COLL
Engagement

Congratulations to Andrew Macaulay, 
No. 10, and Marianne Martin, Grant 
Square, Stornoway on their recent 
engagement. Andrew is now a social 
worker with South Lanarkshire Council. 
Marianne is a student nurse at Glagow 
Caleodonian University.

Bereavement 

Our condolences go to Mrs Joan 
Thomson, No. 40a, again this month. 
Following the recent loss of her sister 
she has again suffered loss with the 
passing away of her younger brother 
Calum of Lionel, Ness. 

Gearraidh Ghuirm 

It is good to see the new houses at 
Gearraidh Ghuirm being completed 
and becoming homes. We welcome all 
the new tenants into our community. 
Credit goes to the contractors Alec 
Murray Ltd for the good job they have 
done, to the grazings committee for 
making the land available and to HHP 
for continuing to provide new housing 
for island families.

Lights on the Machair 

The lamp-posts now installed on the 
machair will no longer emit light, but 
we welcome them as they will be used 
to hold up the nets at the side of the 
new golf driving range. These nets will 
hopefully catch any wayward balls from 
straying on to the machair. This brings 
the driving range’s completion that 
much closer.

Turbine 

We wondered what the tube-like object 
lying beside Abhainn Aonghais was. 
Now we know it was the new turbine 
for the Centre before it was construct-
ed. We hope it won’t be long before it 
is complete and providing energy and 
possibly income for the Centre.



5

Hammon Graduation

Craig Hammon, Berwick-
on-Tweed, gradu-
ated from King’s College, 
London, with MA (Merit) 
in Intelligence and 
International Security. 
Craig is the great grand-
son of the late Donald and 
Bella Macinnes (Dòmhnall 
Tash), Hillhead, Tong. 
Pictured with Craig are 
Norman Macinnes (Craig’s 
grandfather), parents 
Shona and Brian Hammon 
and Craig’s girlfriend Amy.

Tong Toddler News 

Tong Toddlers “did something funny 
for money” on Monday 14th March 
and raised £79 towards Comic Relief’s 
Red Nose Day. The theme for the 
event was for parents, babies and 
toddlers to wear something red, and 
thanks to the Red Nose Day ‘Early 
Years Activity Kit’, the kids had a great 
afternoon with loads of balloons and 
stickers and made bunting, springy 
noses and masks.  Tong Toddlers 
meets every Monday afternoon from 
1.30 to 3.30 in Tong Community 
Centre. 

Deployment for Mark Mackenzie

Mark Mackenzie is shortly to deploy to Afghanistan with 
The 4 Scots Battle Group. Mark is the son of Iain and 
Ishbel Mackenzie (Lister Place), and the grandson of 
Murdo and Mary Macdonald (formerly Kiln House, Vatisker, 
now Bunchrew) and Murdo and Marie Mackenzie, 1A 
Steinish. He was born in June 1991 and after a short time 
in Vatisker he moved to Wiltshire where his family was 
stationed with the Royal Air Force. When the family moved 
back to the island Mark attended Laxdale and Stornoway 
Primary School.  He had decided at an early age that he 
wanted to join the Forces and despite broad hints from his 
father to follow him into the RAF he elected to enlist in The 
Royal Regiment of Scotland. Mark started his army train-
ing at the School of Infantry Catterick Garrison last year 
and despite the rigours and hardships facing the young 
soldiers he got stuck in and marched off the square with 
the fieldcraft prize in October. Mark was posted to the 4th 
Battalion (The Highlanders) and is now based in Germany. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with him and the rest of the 
Battalion to all come back home from Afghanistan safe and 
well. Cuidich’n Rìgh.
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Pictured above are a group from Lewis who recently 
met when on holiday in Tenerife and attended the 
South Tenerife Christian Fellowship. South Tenerife 

Christian Fellowship has been serving the local and interna-
tional community for 25 years in Los Cristianos. Over twen-
ty thousand people visit the church throughout the year and 
many of them are new visitors who come for the first time. It 
has become a meeting place for friends old and new.

I have made Tenerife my home since leaving Tong in 2009 
as the climate is favourable to my health and well-being.  I 
live in a village called Palm Mar, along the coast from Los 
Cristianos, where my daughter and son-in law, Sheena 
and George MacAulay, also live.  My sister Margaret and 
her husband Michael also moved here last year, so we are 
fortunate to have family as well as many good friends living 
near. 

Friends from Lewis often say to me “what do you do all 
day?”. Well we keep active, mainly outdoors, as the climate 
is so warm and sunny all year round. We also enjoy many 
visits from family and friends as we are only a 4 hour plane 
journey away!

The seven Canary Islands or the Islas Canarias are a part 
of Spanish territory but are actually geographically much 
closer to Africa than to the Spanish mainland. They are 
in fact located nearly 1350 kilometers to the south of the 
Iberian peninsula in the Atlantic Ocean with the island of 
Fuerteventura being situated 95 kilometres to the east of 
Morocco.

The seven Canary Islands enjoy a year-round temperate 
climate which is guaranteed by the Gulf Stream and the 
Trade winds as a result of which the islands are perfect for 
a getaway all year round. This amenable climate brings 11 
million tourists to the shores of the Canaries annually.  In 
fact these Canary Islands are often described as the ‘Land 
of Eternal Spring’ because they are blessed with this ‘fine’ 
weather year round.

The archipelago of the Canary Islands is made up of the five 
main tourist-centric destinations which are Tenerife, Gran 
Canaria, Fuerteventura, Lanzarote and La Palma. In addition 
to these five main islands are two relatively quiet unspoiled 
natural paradises called Hierro and Gomera which are a 
favourite with walkers, hikers and nature lovers.

These islands are all volcanic in nature though they are 
characterized by extremely different landscapes that include 
towering mountain peaks, tropical forests, white sand 
beaches, verdant pine forests and majestic sand dunes.  
The Teide volcano which is located on the island of Tenerife 
is the third tallest volcano in the world.

If you come on holiday to Tenerife and visit South Tenerife 
Christian Fellowship at the Apolo Centre, Los Cristianos you 
will receive a warm welcome and be one of the many Lewis 
folk we look forward to meeting up with. Visit their website 
at www.stcf.org

Look forward to seeing you! Best wishes to you all.

Ann McKerracher

Gerard A Blane BSc MChs
Podiatry

07969821404
Podiatry Treatments • By Appointment Only

Back Pharmacy
Next Clinics: Thursday 28th April, 26th May, 30th 
June, 25th August, 29th September, 27th October, 

24th November, 29th December.
For an Appointment please call

820333

LEWIS GATHERING AT SOUTH TENERIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIPLEWIS GATHERING AT SOUTH TENERIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

Left to right: Kenny MacLennan (Tong), Innes MacSween (Ness), John (Lemon) Murray (Gress), James and Joan Chalmers 
(Inverness - formerly Tong), Ann McKerracher (Tenerife - formerly Tong), Donalda Murray (Gress)
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Debbie Woods, better known to many as Conductor of  
Laxdale Ladies Gaelic Choir and former music teacher 

at Tolsta, Pairc, Carloway, Sandwick and Bayble schools, 
is opening a new shop on Gordon ‘Diesels’ forecourt in 
Back.  Debbie’s other love in life, ‘art’, will come to the 
fore in a new business to be called ‘Paint a Pot’.  The 
shop will be located between two other successful busi-
nesses, Carol’s hairdressers and Catherine MacDoanld’s 
‘White House’. 

‘Paint a Pot’ aims to be a modern, relaxed, paint your own 
ceramic studio. Appealing to all ages ’Paint a Pot’ offers 
the opportunity to create something that is uniquely yours. 

With over 100 items of pottery to choose from you won’t 
be short of inspiration to create that unique gift for family 
and friends.  Starting with plain white mugs, plates or pot-
tery shapes you will paint on your design using ceramic 
under-glazes. The finished article is fired in the kiln, and 
your piece is ready for collection (or posted to you) within 
2-4 days. Why not bring the children on one of our rare 
rainy days on Lewis or come on your own, with a group of 
friends or why not make your next party an ‘Arty Party’? 
Proprietor ‘Debbie Woods’ will be on hand for helpful 
advice and is happy to take commissions for personalised 
gifts - ideal for that special occasion.

NEW SHOP IN BACK

On Saturday, 26th February, 2011, Back 
bowlers welcomed players from Bernera 

and Stornoway, to take part in the annual 
Kenny (Titan) Macdonald Memorial Triples 
Tournament at Upper Coll Centre. A very 
enjoyable day was had by all with the usual 
catering arrangements of soup, sandwiches, 
tea and coffee plus a raffle.

On the playing side, after all bowlers had 
played their three games, the top four triples 
progressed to the semi-finals. They were: 
Iain MacLeod, Murdo Murray and Duncan 
MacLean played Alasdair MacLean, James 
MacLeod and Ivor Ferguson, while Cathie 
Ramsay, Janette Ramsay and Harris MacKenzie played 
Malcolm J MacLeod, Alex Cumming and Donald A Stewart.

The final was contested between Donald A (Cab) Stewart’s 
team and Ivor Ferguson’s team, with Ivor’s team coming out 
on top and thus winning the trophy and many congratulations 
to them.

Thanks to all players taking part and to ‘Malky’ and Calum 
‘Hydro’ for supplying the soup. Thanks also to Kenny (Moley) 
MacDonald for attending to present the trophy to the winners.

Finally, many congratulations to ‘Cab’ Stewart for becoming 
the League Champion for 2011. The indoor bowling season 
at Back finished on Tuesday 1st March and thanks to all who 
contributed towards the winter season and we hope to see 
you all back in October.

JNML

Back Indoor Bowling Club Season 2010-2011

Top 6 League placings at end of season, 23.2.11

Name   Played Won Drew Lost Points +/- Ends Won

Donald A Stewart 32 22 0 10 44 +46 125

John N Macleod  32 19 0 13 38 +77 112

Duncan Maclean  32 17 1 14 35 +53 121

Malcolm J Macleod 34 17 1 16 35   -9 111

Iain Macleod  28 16 0 12 32    0 105

Shaun Martin  30 15 1 14 31 -39 97

BACK INDOOR 
BOWLING CLUB

Recent triples winners Alasdair Maclean, Ivor Ferguson and 
James Macleod

Back Bowling Club champion D A 
Stewart (Cab)
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FROM THE 
MANSE
A Precious Promise

‘As I was with Moses so I will be with you, I will never 
leave you nor forsake you’ (Joshua 1:5).

Many thousands have, very sadly, lost their lives in the 
recent earthquake and tsunami in Japan.  However, there 
have been some remarkable and encouraging rescue 
accounts told and televised.  Armenia was also struck by a 
devastating earthquake in 1989.  Moments after the deadly 
earthquake ceased, a desperate father was seen running 
quickly to a primary school to save his son.

When he arrived he saw that the building had been levelled.  
Looking at the mass of stone and rubble, he remembered a 
promise he had made to his son.  ‘No matter what happens, 
I’ll always be there for you.’  Driven by his own promise, he 
found the area closest to his son’s classroom and began 
to pull back the rocks.  Other parents arrived and began 
sobbing for their children.  ‘It’s too late,’ they told the man.  
‘You know they are dead.  You can’t help.’  But the father 
refused.  For 36 hours he dug.  His hands were raw, his 
energy gone, but he refused to give up.

Finally after 38 long hours, he pulled back a boulder and 
heard his son’s voice.  He called his boy’s name, ‘Arman! 
Arman!  And a voice answered him, ‘Dad, it’s me!’

Then the boy added the following priceless words, ‘I told 
the other children not to worry.  I told them if you were alive, 

you’d save me, and when you saved me, they’d be saved 
too – because dad, you promised, ‘No matter what, I’ll 
always be there for you.’’

Just as Arman trusted his father and took him at his word – 
so we are to trust in the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and take Him at his Word.  When we believe in Him, 
we too can know that, no matter what, He will always be 
there for us.  He has promised never to leave or forsake 
those who trust in Him. 

For Joshua this was a precious promise.  He found himself 
on his own.  Moses, his friend had died.  He must guide the 
Israelites into Canaan.  However, he was not really on his 
own.  God was with him.  He promised to be with him every 
step of the way.  God would never leave him or abandon 
him.  As you read Joshua’s story you will discover that God 
was and is true to His word.  Several thousand years later, 
this promise has lost nothing of its power.  Are you trusting 
in Joshua’s God?  Is Joshua’s priceless promise priceless 
to you?

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services in 
Back and Tong during April 2011 are as follows:

Back

Sunday 3 April

12 Noon: Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

6pm:  Dr Marten Walker

Sunday 10 April

10.30am: Mr Murdo Campbell

12 Noon: Dr George Macleod (Gaelic)

6pm:  Mr Murdo Campbell

Sunday 17 April

10:30am: Mr Iain R Morrison

12 Noon: Mr Angus Macdonald (Gaelic)

6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 24 April

10.30am: Rev Calum I Macleod

12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic) 

6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House

Sunday 3 April

10.30am: Mr Alex Macritchie

Sunday 10 April

6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

Sunday 17 April

12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 24 April

6:30pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

SERVICE TIMES

Good News Club
Back Free Church is introducing an evening children’s club 
for Primary 1 to Primary 6 pupils.  The Club will be held in the 
Church Hall on a fortnightly basis.

P1 – P2: Monday (fortnightly) beginning Monday 11 April from 
6.30 – 7.30 pm

P3 – P6: Tuesday (fortnightly) beginning Tuesday 12 April 
from 6.30 – 8.00 pm.

The club will include arts and crafts, games and activities 
with some bible stories.  We welcome all children in this age 
group throughout our community to join us for loads of good 
fun and a sprinkling of good news. 
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What is your name and where were you born? 

Willie Maclean or William John to give me my full title. I was 
born in Stornoway a good few years ago so I’m really a ‘cove’. 
My father worked in the Department of Agriculture Store on 
Bells Road or ‘Stòr a’ Bhùird’ and my mother worked mostly 
in the tweed mills. I was the eldest of three brothers but 
sadly I am the only one left as both of them died young. We 
lived for the first couple of years in Marybank and along with 
my Granny and Granddad on Ropework road (now Westview 
Terrace) before moving to South Beach St on the corner of 
James St where the Health Board offices are today. I lived 
there until I was seven but have many happy memories of that 
corner.

What are your earliest Memories? 

I think that the earliest clear memory I have is being in 
hospital as a three year old having an x- ray for a broken 
collar bone after falling off a small stool looking out the 
window for my father coming home from work. I still have 
that same stool at home today. I also remember two well 
known Bacachs who worked for the old Town Council or ‘The 
Borough’ as it was known then; they were the ‘Brunach’ from 
Coll and the Borbair from Upper Coll. There was a fish shop 
next door with a plentiful supply of fresh fish of all sorts run 
by the late Ganga Slater and Jimmy Florence and Bill Scott. 
Prawns were something that were thrown away then. The 
Picture House was at the corner and Maggie Jean’s sweet 
shop where the Coffee Pot is today along with numerous 
houses and all the closes in between. I can also remember all 
the herring barrels piled high between the end of No. 2 pier 
and the area where the bus station is today. It was from the 
steps there that I went on my first fishing trip as a six year old 
and I can still see my first fish coming up to the surface out 
between Holm and The Sgeir Mor and the hassle of trying to 
get a crodan off the hook. I also remember the long bus trips 

over to Ranish where 
my mother’s people 
came from to see the 
cousins over there also 
coming down to Back 
to visit in Taigh Geddie. 
They were great friends 
of the family. I also have 
many relatives in North 
Tolsta where my Granny 
came from so an annual 
visit was always on the 
cards.  

Where did you go to 

school /
memories/
incidents? 

I first went 
to school in 
1953 and 
what a shock 
that was to 
the system 
having to sit 
at a desk all 
day from 9.30 
until 3.30, in 
at the deep 
end from the 
beginning; no half days to break you in then!  There was no 
pre school or play-school either. I think I settled in quite quick-
ly but can remember one or two who were wanting home for 
a few days. As the years in primary school went on some of 
the teachers were pretty fierce but some of them were very 
good and I do remember the lump of leather that they kept in 
the desk and the feel of it on a couple of occasions (it didn’t 
do me any harm either). As far as I know there are only two 
of the teachers still alive today: Dolina Morrison in Barvas and 
Miss Murray, now Mrs Martin, (Catriona Bheag an Help) living 
in Borve. Let’s hope she won’t be on the phone for my English 
when she reads this. 

When I was seven we moved again, this time to a more elite 
part of the Town (Seaforth Road) surrounded by the mills, 
gut factory, ocrach and Mossend farm, talk about healthy liv-
ing. After primary it was across the road to the Secondary. On 
the second year of secondary it was up to ‘The Castle’ where 
I spent another year before it was time to get out and earn 
some money. 

It was also at this time that I went with some of my pals to 
join the Sea Cadets down on Newton St. and that was where I 
got my first real taste for boats and sailing. They had an M.F.V. 
and a 27ft whaler along with a 16ft dingy which we used to 
sail as far as Bayble and the Shiants. Some weekends we went 
off after school on Friday for some fishing and returned on 
Saturday night. In the summers we went off for two weeks and 
went as far as Belfast and Bangor in Northern Ireland. Winter 
time was spent learning all the necessary knots, semaphore, 
radios, marching and my own favourite which was on the 
range at the Drill Hall where we competed against a number 
of older teams such as the T.A. and the bankers. We also com-
peted nationally and one year were national champions of all 
the units in Britain. Other times we would take people from 
the RSPB down to the Shiants when they were counting the 

A COVE 
IN COLL

The days of the vans

Colleen, the latest addition to the 
family
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puffins and other birds down there. Tom Weir was another 
chap who went down with us when he was writing for the 
Scots Magazine. Among the boys from Back who were with 
me for a while were Iain Macdonald (mac Iain a Lally), ‘Malta’ 
from Tong, Ian Macmillan (Statue) from the Swedish and Iain 
Morrison from Gress (mac Eiric Iain Bhig).

Career 

It was because of all this that I decided I would like to make 
a career for myself in the Royal Navy, however this didn’t 
happen as I could not join up until I was 16 and as I had left 
school at 15 and got myself a job in W.J. Macdonald’s the 
butcher; everything changed. My first job was on the delivery 
bike with a large basket on the front going as far as Manor 
Park and Plasterfield then on Saturday it was a long day with 
all the weekend orders plus down to the pier with the stores 
for the fishing boats where you had to put the meat into the 
ice hold and the vegetables into the lockers. No five day week 
then, all for the princely sum of £3.00 a week. 

After a year of that it was into the back shop and the wages 
got better, an extra ten shillings. It was on one of my days off 
that I spotted a young girl from the mill at 
the shop across from our house and as I 

had a good contact in the mill I made an effort to find out who 
she was and that was the start of another part of my life and 
Ishbel and I have been together ever since. We have a fam-
ily of three girls, two boys and five grandchildren, the eldest 
being 14 years old and the youngest nine months. 

During my time as a butcher I passed my driving test and then 
I went to drive for what was then Manor Farm where the 
Caberfeidh Hotel is today and run by Robert Mcninch and fam-
ily. My run was from Newmarket to North Tolsta. 

Ishbel and I married in August 1968 and I became a Coll Boy. 
My next change was to go and work for K Maclennan, Tong, 
who had grocery and bakery vans and my round was nearly 
the same as the milk round and over the years I got to know 
all the children in the district as they were growing up and 
today I hardly know them when I meet them with their own 
children. After that it was into the building trade where I am 
still working today.

What are the biggest changes since you came to Coll?

I have seen many changes in the district since I came to live 
here, mainly all the old folk who have passed on. I remember 

The children (left-right): Alice, Sheena, Catherine, Jonathan 
and John Norman

The family

The grandchildren: Cameron, Emily, Lewis and Allison in front

The young millworker that caught my eye
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The following clipping comes from the Stornoway Gazette 
several years ago.

A footballer of yesteryear has waded in to settle a long running 
argument about who won the inaugural Kemnay Cup.

Various Lewis teams have been touted as being the competi-
tion’s first winners, but Mr Iain M Matheson, of Balmerino 
Drive, Stornoway, this week placed the cup firmly in the Back 
trophy cabinet. And he should know. For Mr Matheson was on 
the bench when Back beat Athletic A 2-0 in 1948.

Not only were Back the first cup-holders, they then went on to 
win the Kemnay Cup three times in a row and were allowed 
to keep it, says Mr Matheson, a retired dental executive at 
Western Isles Health Board.

He told the Gazette: “Over the years there have been many 
arguments as to which team was the first winner of this trophy 
but the report in the Gazette of the first week of July 1948 
shows this team and despite it being an enlargement of a small 
Brownie box camera snap and its age, I hope the boys are still 
recognisable.” They are: Back row: Neil Maciver (Niall Ina); 

Angus Macdonald (Mac Nighean Phiain); John Macritchie 
(Iain Choddy, Stitchy); Murdo Macdonald (Murchadh Allan 
Phudair); Calum Maciver (Calum Scaosidh); Angus Macdonald 
(Aonghas Shandy). Front row: Kenny Graham (Kenny Lowan); 
Kenny Graham (Coinneach Uilleam Iain); Kenny Macleod 
(Kenny Mary Ann); Iain M. Matheson (Mac a’ Mhas’ Sgoile); 
Angus Macleod (Mac Aonghais Chenny).

Mr Matheson was reserve and is seen here replacing Norman 
Maciver (Tormod Spaigean) who was unavailable when the 
photograph was taken.

The games involved in the inaugural competition were: 1st 
Round - Back 6, Athletic B 1; Athletic B 1, Back 3; Agg. Back 
9, Aths B2.

Semi Final - Back 2, Boys Hostel 0; Boys Hostel 1, Back 3; 
Agg. Back 5, Boys Hostel 1.

Final - Back 2, Athletic A 0.

The scorers for Back were K. Macleod (Kenny Mary Ann), A. 
Macleod (Mac Aonghais Chenny, Screambo).

well a lot of good evenings spent with many of them, none 
more so than the late Iain Kelson who was such a help to us 
when we built our own home. A lot of hard work and long 
hours were spent on it after work every night and on days off, 
no kit houses then.

Any favourite Holiday 

While Alice and Jim lived down in Machrihanish we went down 
every year. It is a lovely part of the country to go to. They lived 
that close to the beach that you could fill a cup of coffee and 
go across the road and sit on the beach; it was that close. 

Do you have a favourite meal?

I suppose I am very easily fed but any fish, salt preferred and 
of course even although I’m a townie turned Bacach I’m very 
partial to the Niseach delicacy of Guga, nothing too fancy as 
long as the potatoes are good along with it. 

Any Regrets 

I think most people have regrets, I should have done this, or 
I should have done that, so I suppose I am just the same with 
things I wish I had done and many things I wish I hadn’t done.

Four people you would like to have a meal with 

I think the best meals are when you have the family with you 
so I think the best would be with all sixteen of us round the 
table what a noise! 

Do you have a favourite saying?

‘Accept the things you cannot change’ and when you think 
about it, it says an awful lot.     

OLD TROPHY IS BACK’S

Kemnay Cup winners
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Publication

‘Bathadh Mòr a’ Bhac’

Christine Stone (nighean Moley agus Màiri, formerly 3 Col Uarach, Sgìr’ a’ Bhac) was recently invited by publisher 
Richard Devéria of Aberfeldy to submit a piece of writing for publishing in the form of a small booklet. This was as a 
result of the piece winning a prize in the Literature Section of the Royal National Mod 2010.

The piece concerns the great loss of life endured by the district of Back in the year 1894 and recounts the details of 
the night in question ~ as well as the heartbreaking days which followed this fishing tragedy.

The account also includes the part the Melbost community played in aiding and comforting the bereaved along with 
news extracts relating to the disaster.

The booklet consists of 6 pages of text in Gaelic, and also contains photographs of the plaques on the memorial cairn 
at Brèibhig Harbour.

A short piece of Gaelic poetry (bàrdachd) composed by the author is included at the end of the booklet.

The booklet will be available for purchase at Gordon’s (Back PO) from April 2011, and it is hoped in leading retail out-
lets in Stornoway and the Broad Bay area.

BIBLE BOOKS

Can you find 16 books of the Bible hidden in this passage? A minister found fifteen books in 20 minutes, but it 
took him three weeks to find the sixteenth one. 

I once made a remark of the hidden books of the Bible. Merely by a fluke it kept people looking so hard for the facts and 
for the others is was a revelation. Some were in a jam, especially since the names of the books were not capitalised. But 
the truth finally struck home to numbers of our readers. To others it was a real job. We want it to be a most fascinating 
few moments for you. Yes there will be some really difficult ones to spot. Others may require judges to help them. I will 
quickly admit it usually takes a minister to find one of them. There will be loud lamentations when it is found. A little lady 
says she brews a cup of tea so she can concentrate better. See how well you can compete. Relax now, for there are 
really sixteen names of the Bible hidden in this paragraph. Answers next month!

These new-born lambs belong to Alister Maciver, 15 Vatisker

The late George Morrison (Seoras Thiugs) and the late William 
Macleod (am Bioran), pictured at the 50th wedding anniversary 
of William and Chirsty Mary Macleod

Craig Macleod, 10 Gress, who won the Accordion Competition 
Own Choice from 13 to 18 years old at the Local Mod in 
Stornoway on Friday 18 March 2011.  He won the Cupa 
Comunn na Gaidhlig, The Bernera Cup and Niall Cheois 
Memorial Cup - this one for the highest mark for Accordion 
music.
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Celebrating achievement

Congratulations to all the pupils who received Certificates of 
Achievement at the whole-school assembly on Thursday 10 
March, which was conducted by Rev C I Macleod: Lauren 
Howard and Jack Macritchie for consistently keeping the 
Behaviour Code; Caitlin Morrison for making really good 
progress in reading; Amy Emmot airson oidhirp mhor le 
h-obair air fad; Tom Blunt airson obair mhath ann an aiream-
han gu mìle; Abby Jo Morrison, Holly Martin, Ailyn Mackay 
and Johanna Macarthy for meeting reading with expression 
targets; Colin Ferguson airson làmh sgrìobhaidh; Rebecca 
Marshal airson cleachdadh na fuaimean aice le sgriobhadh.

Mod Successes

Literary Prizes

Congratulations to: Ross Maciver (1st – Class 1-3); Leanne 
Smith (2nd – Class 1-2); Finlay Emmott (1st – Class 4-5); 
John Alasdair Bain (2nd – Class 4-5); Catriona Bain (1st – 
Class 6-7); Isabelle Bain (1st – S1/S2); Sharyn Ferguson (2nd 
– S1/S2); Tearlach Barden (3rd – S1/S2). Back School won 
the shield for the highest number of points in this competi-
tion.

Other competitions:

Precenting of a psalm – Primary – 1st – Eilidh Murray, 
Secondary – 2nd – Isabelle Bain; Sgeulachd Open Primary 
– 1st – Calum Maclennan, 2nd – Catriona Bain, Secondary 
– 1st – Isabelle Bain;Recitation 13- 15 Fluent – 1st – Jane 
Macinnes, 5-6 Learners – 1st – Luke Macleod, 5-6 Fluent 
– 2nd – Kitty Maciver; Conversation Open Primary – 2nd 
– Calum Maclennan, 3rd – Catriona Bain; Folk Group 
Secondary - 3rd – Back School; Traditional Solo Singing 
Secondary – 1st – Mairi Maclennan, 3rd – Isabelle Bain; Girls 
Solo Singing 9-12 Fluent – 1st – Catherine Macdonald, 3rd 
– Catriona Bain; Playlet Open Secondary 1st – Secondary 
2 ‘Curaicealam airson Sar-mhathais’, 2nd – Secondary 1 
‘An Credit Crunch’; Traditional Solo Singing Primary – 3rd – 
Koren Pickering; Silver Pendant – Isabelle Bain.

Future Chef 

Congratulations to S2 pupil Jane Macinnes, who, having won 
the Future Chef regional heat in Inverness, traveld to London 
to compete in the national final on Monday 21 March. 

Jane’s menu for the competition, held at Westminster 
Kingsway College in London, featured sea bass with a lemon 
butter sauce, creamy potatoes and seasonal vegetables, fol-
lowed by chocolate fondant with vanilla cream and raspberry 
coulis.

She has been supported and advised throughout by her 
parents and staff, including Ruth Campbell, who offers 
Future Chef as part of the Home Economics Curriculum for 
Excellence activities, Eddie Richardson of the Lews Castle 
College, who has provided basic skills tuition (e.g. teaching 
her to fillet a sea bass) and local businessman Iain Fordham 
of Broad Bay House, who has advised on the final menu 
choice.

The competition has involved 739 schools and nearly 7897 

students nation-
wide, culminat-
ing in the finale, 
where 12 finalists, 
each representing 
a region, battled it 
out for the prestig-
ious title of Winner 
of Future Chef 
2011. Although 
not placed in the 
final, Jane thor-
oughly enjoyed 
the experience.

Fundraising

Many thanks 
to all the fami-
lies, friends and 
members of the community, who helped with the School 
Trip fund-raising activities on Saturday 26 February.  S1/S2 
pupils organised a Sale of Work and Car Wash which raised 
£545.17 and the Primary 7 Soup and Pudding Lunch realised 
£679.44. We appreciate all your help and support.

Promoting reading …

World Book Day

World Book Day, on Thursday 3 March saw a range of char-
acters from fiction appear in the school, as pupils (and some 
staff!), from Primary to Secondary came dressed as their 
favourite character from fiction, to celebrate World Book Day. 
Organised by the parent Council, the event and baking stall 
raised £193.

Scholastic Bookfair 

Special thanks to parents Leslie Macdonald, Catriona 
Maciver and Sandra Macleod, who ran the annual Scholastic 
Bookfair, raising, in the process, a total of £644 and £487 in 
free books for the school library.

Cross Country Successes

Congratulations to the pupils who participated in the 
Western Isles Cross-country Championships: Isabelle 
Bain (1st – Under 15 Girls); Mairi Maclennan (2nd – Under 
13 Girls); Catriona Bain (3rd – Under 13 Girls); Calum 
Maclennan (1st – Under 9 Boys). There were successes 
too at the Lewis and Harris Cross-country Championships: 
Isabelle Bain (1st – Under 15 Girls); Mairi Maclennan (2nd – 
Under 13 Girls); Catriona Bain (3rd – Under 13 Girls); John 
Alasdair Bain (3rd – Under 11 Boys) and Calum Maclennan 
(2nd – Under 9 Boys). 

The Back Team (Mairi Maclennan; Leanne Macdonald, 
Catriona Bain; Jane Macinnes; Eilidh Macdonald and 
Kirsty Graham) won the Lewis and Harris Cross-country 
Championships. Back Primary Girls will compete at the 
North of Scotland Cross-country Championships at Alness 
Academy on Saturday 19 March.

SGOIL A’ BHAC
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Pupils who received Certificates of Achievements at the recent assembly

World book day: pupils and teachers dressed as characters from fiction.
Pancake Day in the Sgoil Araich

Cross-country winners Mod Literary Prize-winners

Lunchtime Dance class taking advantage of the 
spring sunshine
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TONG SCHOOL
Kaleb and Coleby

We warmly welcome Kaleb and Coleby McKelvie to the 
school. Kaleb has joined Primary 2 and his little brother has 
joined the nursery. We wish both boys many happy times in 
Tong School. 

Bring and Buy

The Bring and Buy Sale, organised by Primary 7 pupils, for 
the children in the school on Friday 11th March was hailed 
a resounding success. Pupils snapped up some bargains 
and Easter novelties produced by the Craft Club and boost-
ed the school funds by almost £300. This was an incredible 
total for one afternoon’s shopping!

World Maths, Spelling and Book Day

Due to popular demand, the pupils once again participated 
in World Maths Day. This is an online event whereby pupils 
compete against children all around the globe. The chal-
lenge of seeing how many sums can be answered in one 
minute is a great motivator and reinforces the message 
that Maths is fun. It also encourages children to locate their 
competitors’ homelands on a world map.

Primary 3 and 4 also took part in World Spelling and World 
Book Day on the 3rd March. Pupils enjoyed the World 
Spelling Day and it is certain to become an annual event 
just like World Maths Day. For World Book Day all the pupils 
in P3 and 4 were given the opportunity to choose novels to 
read from a selection of books. P3 enjoyed choosing from 
Puppy Patrol and Magic Kitten books, kindly donated to 
the school by Mrs Morrison, while P4 chose from Michael 
Morpurgo and Jacqueline Wilson books borrowed from 
P5/6/7. Since the event the pupils have all been enthusiasti-
cally reading their novels.  

British Heart Foundation Sponsored Skip and Wear Red 
for Heart Day

On the 25th February staff and pupils were seeing red! 
Everyone came to school dressed in red to participate in 
Wear Red for Heart Day. We all paid £1 and donated the 
proceeds to the British Heart Foundation. Everyone entered 

into the spirit with 
Anna and Clare bak-
ing heart shaped bis-
cuits in the canteen. 
Redigan also put on 
her apron and baked 
lovely red cupcakes 
for her classmates and 
the staff! Further money was raised on the 3rd March when 
the pupils took part in a sponsored skip during their gym 
time. The school were pleased to welcome back Mrs White 
and D.J. Macleod who were our “Skippers!” for the event.  
A total of £135 was raised.

Fairtrade Fortnight

During the weeks beginning the 7th and 14th March the 
school were involved with Fairtrade Fortnight. All the pupils 
learned the importance of buying Fairtrade items and how 
this supports farmers and communities in places such as 
Africa and South America. Primary 1 and 2 pupils were 
encouraged to think about fairness while the older pupils 
were introduced to the range of Fairtrade goods available, 
where they come from and how to recognise Fairtrade 
items.

An Lanntair Workshop - Blue Men of the Minch

P5/6/7 recently enjoyed a full day’s workshop in the class-
room with storyteller Ian Stephen and printmaker John 
McNaught. The class listened intently to the talented Ian 
Stephen retelling the story of “The Blue Men of the Minch”. 
Follow-up work included print making which will be incor-
porated into a display in An Lanntair next month. 

Blythswood Challenge

During the month of March P5/6/7 participated in the 
“Blythswood Challenge” in an effort to raise as much money 
as possible for this worthwhile charity. As the children had 
been learning about countries in the EU they quickly made 
a connection between Blythswood’s colours and the col-
ours of the Italian Flag (Green, White and Red). The exciting 
decision was taken to hold an Italian Lunch and Raffle in the 

Some of the Young Writers Families and friends enjoying their Italian lunch
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Tong Hall on 12th March. Many skills were learned along 
the way from planning, budgeting, preparing and advertising 
to hosting, waiting on tables and interacting with the public. 
The event was a huge success and the incredible amount of 
£906 was raised. The class would like to sincerely thank all 
those who donated so generously towards the meal and the 
raffle. A big thank you also, to all the ladies who gave up so 
much of their precious Saturday to help make “The Italian 
Job” such a success. It would not have been possible with-
out the support of parents, staff past and present, commu-
nity members and friends. It was lovely to see such a large 
and cheerful crowd in attendance. 

Annual Children’s Mod

Eight pupils rose to the challenge of learning a poem to 
recite at the Annual Children’s Mod this year. Well done to 
Nitika Macrae, P2; Eilidh Ferguson and Krysta Bray, P3; 
Caitlin MacDonald and Jason Beaton, P4; Shana MacPhail, 
P5; Hannah MacDonald, P6 and  Kristy Lindsay, P7. After 
weeks of practice all of the pupils were ready to take to the 
stage on 16th March. In addition, our three soloists Dulin 
Maclachlan, P4; Lucy Macdonald and Elizabeth Moore, P6 
were all in good voice and learnt their tunes and words with 
dedication. 

The choir were also ready to take to the stage and perform 

“Mo Dhachaigh”. We would like to thank Mrs Chrissie Burr, 
Mrs Debbie Woods, Mrs Annie Macleod and of course our 
resident Music teacher Mrs Elfi Rank for coaching the choir 
both with their words and music. 

P1/2 Post Office Talk

The pupils in Primary 1 and 2 have been enjoying their 
project based on the Katie Morag Storybooks. As Katie’s 
parents run an island Post Office it was a natural link to 
contact staff at Back Post Office. Louise came to speak 
to the class on Tuesday 15th March. The children were 
delighted to examine the envelopes, stickers and stampers 
she brought along to give an insight into her work. Louise 
also kindly gave each pupil a pencil, notebook and Royal 
Mail jigsaw. The pupils were also thrilled to keep the enve-
lopes and stickers Louise had taken along. Thank you very 
much, Louise!

Young Writers

Primary 5/6/7 pupils were delighted to receive certificates 
and bookmarks from Young Writers following their partici-
pation in “Write a Mini Saga Competition”. The children’s 
efforts will be included in a book entitled, “Mini Sagas” 
which will be published later this year. 

Red for Heart Day

Harry and Ewan presenting Louise with a thank you card

New pupils Kaleb and Coleby

P7 organising the Bring and Buy
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Lemon and Swannie

Alasdair Edward, D.J. Macleod (deceased) and Duncan Edward, 
Tong Highland Games 1990

Jackie and mother, 1961 (Gress) The late Rev. Murdo Alex Macleod, Neil Murray, Rev. Alistair Montgomery, 1992

Gress boys, May Holiday 1957

Cousins Janette and Dolina with Pedro Alasdair Graham (Alasdair Ruaireagan) 
and Ishbal Maciver (banntrach 
Chonoicean)
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Occasions Florist 
Tel No: 706616       

Tel No: 705656
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements

Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service

Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden 
Centre
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10 YEARS AGO

The April 2001 LATN reported on a presentation made 
to Mr Donald A Stewart as he retired as Headmaster of 
Sgoil a’ Bhac. The following extract comes from that 
issue.

Presentation to Former Headteacher

A presentation to mark the retirement of Mr Donald A 
Stewart as head teacher of Sgoil a’ Bhac was held at the 
school on Friday 23 February. The whole school gathered 
in the gym together with Mr and Mrs Stewart and representa-
tives of a number of community groups. In his address Mr John 
MacLean, head teacher, described Mr Stewart as a person who 
was fundamentally interested in people and as someone who 
as head teacher had the interests of the pupils very close to 
his heart. He said he himself felt indebted to Mr Stewart for 
all he had taught him with regard to the management of 
the school and that this had stood him in good stead when 
he had to stand in for Mr Stewart at very short notice. Gifts 
were then presented to Mr and Mrs Stewart by Iain Stewart 
P3, Lorraine Macdonald P7 and Donna Campbell S2.The 
main gift to Mr Stewart was a large framed photograph 
of the Upper Coll shoreline taken by local photographer John 
MacLean.

Mr Stewart then addressed the children with a humorous 

account of his days as head teacher at the school   and 
emphasised how important it was for a head teacher to 
know his pupils well. He, of course,  not  only knew the 
pupils in the school but their parents and in many cases 
their grandparents too.  This sometimes could be a disad-
vantage as well as being an advantage! This was followed 
by a performance by the pupils    including a piper, choirs, 
soloists and line dancers.

Over a cup of tea served afterwards in the school cafeteria 
Mr Stewart was presented with a number of gifts by repre-
sentatives of various community   groups.  In  his responses 
(and he replied to each  speaker  individually!) the outgoing  
head  teacher showed that he had not lost any of his wit and 
humour as he entertained his audience with anecdotes and 
local genealogy. A further presentation was made at a gather-
ing of present and former staff of the school ON the evening 
of Wednesday 28 February. The community wishes Mr and 

Mrs Stewart a well-earned, long, happy 
and healthy retirement

5 YEARS AGO

The April 2006 LATN was the cente-
nary edition, celebrating 100 issues of 
LATN since the first issue had been 
published in April 1997.

In the News in April 2006: A swan 
with Avian Flu is discovered in 
Cellardyke in Fife, Scotland (the first 
case in the United Kingdom). 

From the 
Archives...

A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

Dondy, William Bhobshy, Mardo Calum Hake and Butch, 21 Gress, Summer 1957

Donald A Stewart and family
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Epidemic

An outbreak of measles has occurred in the district.  A 
number of schoolchildren are affected.  It appears that the 
epidemic has spread from North Tolsta, where the school 
has been closed since the 10th of March.

Communion

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was dispensed in the 
Free Church at Back on the 30th March.  Rev Roderick 
Mackenzie, minister of the congregation, was assisted on 
this occasion by the Revs Walter Macquarrie, Knockbain, 
and Hugh Mackinnon, Kilmuir, Skye.  Large congregations 
attended all diets of worship.

Missing Feared Lost

News has been received by Mrs Dolina Campbell, 26 Gress, 
that her husband, a naval reservist, who was serving on 
board an auxiliary vessel in the Mediterranean, is missing 
believed drowned.  Murdo Campbell, who was a fine hand-
some young man of 33 years, was the eldest son of Mr and 
Mrs Angus Campbell, 31 Vatisker.  About two years ago he 
married Dolina, eldest daughter of Mrs Johanna Murray and 
the late John Murray, 26 Gress.  He is survived by his wife 
and one daughter, and the sympathy of the whole commu-
nity is extended to the bereaved family.

Coll Lad Lost

News has been received by Mr & Mrs John Macleod, 42 
Coll, that their son, William, has been lost through enemy 

action.  
William was 
an exceed-
ingly popu-
lar young 
man of a 
very bright 
personality, 
and will be much missed in the district.  Murdo Macritchie, 
son of Mr and Mrs Norman Macritchie, Lighthill, Back, 
who was on the same vessel, had a narrow escape.  He is at 
present at home.

War Wedding

A pretty wedding of local interest took place at Stornoway 
on Thursday, 17th inst, when Margaret, youngest daughter 
of the late Mr and Mrs Murdo Macleod, Glasgow (late of 23 
Vatisker), was united in matrimony to George, youngest son 
of Mr and Mrs Norman Graham, 22 Vatisker.  Rev Lachlan 
Macleod, Church of Scotland, Stornoway, performed the 
marriage ceremony.  The bride looked beautiful in corn-
flower blue with net trimmings and hat to match.  She had 
as bridesmaid Mrs Joey Morrison, 18 Marybank, Stornoway, 
her cousin, who was dressed in green, with gold leaves in 
her hair.  The duties of groomsman were ably performed by 
Mr Donald Graham, the groom’s brother.  After the marriage 
ceremony, a family reception was held at 18 Marybank, 
Stornoway.  The groom is a naval reservist and was at home 
on short leave.  We wish them every happiness.

 BACK 
IN 

TIME

APRIL 1941

Swannie, Domhnall Doony, Alasdair Neil JohnLemon, Butch, Patience and Murdo Lodge
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Little did I think when I left Tong at the age of twenty-
one with my husband and 2 year old daughter that 48 
years later we would still be living on the other side of 

the world in Wellington, New Zealand. It is a long way away 
from home (as we still call it); in fact I doubt you could get 
much further away. A year after our arrival our son John 
was born and we decided to make our home here. Work 
was plentiful and we got a mortgage and bought our first 
home and we never looked back. I can honestly say we 
have no regrets. We have been fortunate enough to have 
made numerous trips back home. It is a far cry from the six 
weeks by ship that it took us to get here in 1963. Now we 
can make the journey in under 48 hours. 

Wellington is a lovely city and although it is the capital of 
New Zealand it is not large but very compact and very hilly 
and those who have visited us are amazed at the homes 
that are perched on these hill sides, some even having 
small private elevators up to them from the road side. We 
live about 20 minutes drive from the Wellington CBD in a 
place called Lower Hutt.

Over the years it has been such a pleasure to have had visi-
tors from home and share with them the many attractions 
of this lovely country. On more than one occasion they have 
remarked at the similarity of some of the scenery to that of 
Scotland. At first we used to see a lot of seamen from home 
but that has all changed with the advent of container ships 
and air cargo.

Our first visitor from home was my mother in law Sarah. 
She made the trip although very unwell, so determined was 
she to visit her son in New Zealand. I had to admire her 
courage; she died shortly after her return home. My own 
parents came out twice and they too were getting on in 
years. The first visit my Dad had his 78th birthday here and 
along with our friends we put on a barb-e-que for him and 
he told us it was the first birthday party he had ever had. 
They really enjoyed their visit and before he left my Dad told 
me that he now understood why we decided to stay in New 
Zealand; that it truly was a lovely country. That made me 
feel a bit better because deep down I always felt a bit guilty 

living so far away from them. I suppose that comes of being 
an only child. While they were here Dad held some Gaelic 
services in an old hall called the Thistle Hall in Wellington 
where the Gaelic Society held a monthly ceilidh. This hall 
would be familiar to the seamen who would attend the cei-
lidh if they were in port at the time. The second trip they 
made was to our daughter Isabel’s wedding.

Other family members and friends have also visited us 
over the years, the latest being Donna and George Fraser 
(nighean a Brogich) whom we managed to catch up with as 
they were passing through Wellington.

Nowadays we are both retired and our main interest is lawn 
bowls in the summer. We also travel to Melbourne, Australia 
a couple of times a year where our daughter Isabel and 
her family live. We have caught up with a few Lewis folk in 
Melbourne and hope to look up a few more next time we 
are over. 

Since I started writing this the second largest city of New 
Zealand, Christchurch, which is in the South Island, has 
had a massive earthquake. There has been a terrible loss 
of lives and people have lost their homes and businesses. 
Over the years we have experienced quite a lot of earth-
quakes but none of them have done much damage but we 
are constantly reminded to be prepared for a big one and 
keep emergency provisions. The response from other coun-
tries to the Christchurch quake has been amazing; man-
power, provisions and money have arrived from all over the 
world. Their generosity has just been overwhelming.

We would like to make another trip home and if we are 
fortunate enough to do so I am sure we will enjoyed it 
every bit as much as our other trips. Meanwhile we will 
keep reading the Stornoway Gazette, Back in the Day and 
of course the Loch a Tuath News. Keep up with this great 
publication; it is enjoyed by many a Leòdhasach, in all cor-
ners of the world.

Mary MacNeill (nighean Aonghais Bhragair)

A TUNGACH DOWN UNDER

John and Mary in Melbourne
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Cha robh an t-sìde ach fuar agus fiadhaich nuair a dh’ 
fhàg sinn Sgoil a’ Bhac air Dimàirt, 8mh den Mhàirt. 
Thàinig oirnn falbh taobh na Hearadh ‘s ged a bha 
sneachd ann an àiteachan cha deachaidh maill sam bith 
oirnn. ‘S beag a bha dhragh againn ged-tà ‘s sinn air 
ar slighe gu Stenhousemuir a chluiche ann an cuairtean 
deireannach Cupa Alba Lloyds TSB do nigheanan fo aois 
cheithir bliadhna deug. Ghabh còrr air 60 sgoil pàirt anns 
a’ cho-fharpais. 

Anns a’ chiad chuairt chluich sinn Greenwood Academy 
(Ayrshire) ach chaill sinn 1-0. B’ e Boroughmuir a bha nar 

n-aghaidh san dara geàm agus bhuannaich sinne 2-1. 
Anns an dara cuairt chluich sinn an aghaidh Monifieth 
High agus rinn sinn a chùis orrasan 4-0. Dh’ fhàg sin Sgoil 
a’ Bhac anns an treas àite ann an Alba agus airson sgoil 
bheag às na h-Eileanan an Iar bha sinn gu math toilichte le 
mar a chaidh dhuinn. B’ e Greenwood Academy a’ bhuan-
naich an fharpais.

Tha an sgioba airson taing mhòr a thoirt do Dhano agus 
Willie airson a bhith gar treànadh, do na pàrantan a bhios 
a’ falbh nar cois agus don sgoil airson cuideachadh le 
cosgaisean an turais. (Faic an dealbh air d. 32.)

Ball-coise

Aonghas Bhragair and Ishbel, taken at Isabel's wedding

Mary with father Aonghas Bhragair and mother Ishbel Aonghas Bhragair with a catch of trout
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Hebridean Housing Development

11 new houses handed over at Gearraidh Ghuirm, Upper 
Coll

On 14th March 11 much needed family homes at Gearraidh 
Ghuirm, Upper Coll, were allocated to applicants from Hebridean 
Housing Partnership’s Waiting and Transfer lists.  The houses 
have been built to a very high standard of specification and will 
provide excellent homes for many years to come.  The houses 
are heated by Exhaust Air Heat Pumps and are insulated to 
a very high specification which should lead to lower running 
costs.

Speaking at the opening of the houses Board Member Angela 

Quail said, “This is a very attractive well designed and construct-
ed development.  HHP is very proud of these new homes”.

The land, which was part of the Upper Coll Common Grazings, 
was made available and purchased from The Stornoway Trust.  
These houses were designed by Philip Maclean, Architect and 
constructed by Alex Murray (Construction) Limited.  Building 
work began on 9th December 2009.

Tighean Innse Gall provided the development co-ordination for 
Hebridean Housing Partnership during the Contract and Iain 
Morrison of Armour & Partners provided Employer’s Agent serv-
ices.

Norman Maciver (Tormod Spàigean) and Katie Ann Macdonald (Katie Ann Shrachan) were married on 8th March 1961 by the Rev 
Harry Mackinnon in Aird Church. The reception was held in the Town Hall. They recently celebrated their Golden Wedding with the 
family at Kingsmill Hotel, Inverness.
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Now that the growing season has arrived, planning what 
crops to plant is always a challenge.  Such is the joy of 

gardening!

Last year I was given some Chinese cabbage plants, which 
are ideal for salads.  Sadly, every one of them went to seed 
within a month.  I can only surmise that they must have 
developed this fault when first planted in the pots.  Not 
every plant is suited to our soils.  Another plant which I 
used to grow out in the plot was the courgette, sometimes 
allowing one or two to go on to develop into a marrow.  A 
beautiful sight to see in a garden!  I would not risk them 
here in the open plot, unless they were planted under a 
cloche as change of soil temperature does not suit them.

Another mistake I made was to plant green manure to over-
winter.  The young shoots attracted the birds during the 
frost and devoured the lot!  Mid-April this year, once the 
ground warms up I intend to plant green manure mustard 
seed ready, hopefully, for digging in by mid-May.  It is a 
quick growing crop and needs to be dug in before it flow-
ers.  The green plants, like grass, decay in the soil, provid-
ing humus which is essential for fertility. With farm manure 
being scarce it is ideal for the soil, breaking it up, leaving it 

porous and, as it decomposes, it warms up the soil also.  A 
packet of mustard seed enough to cover 50 square metres, 
can cost as little as £2.  There are many types on the mar-
ket, which can be found in most catalogues or garden 
centres.  It is ideal for the potato plot, if you wish to use the 
plot for potatoes two or three years running.  Incidentally, if 
you decide to plant potatoes bought for eating, a local told 
me one type failed to grow for him.  On making enquiries 
on the Internet, he discovered some eating potatoes are 
sprayed to prolong their purchase date.  Another local told 
me they planted their winter swedes in modules, before 
planting out as young plants, thus cancelling thinning and 
resulting in a bumper crop.  This is not recommended for 
carrots as they have too long a root and any disturbance 
will stunt their growth.

A welcome visitor that appeared in my garden, feeding with 
the sparrows, was a greenfinch, which I have never seen 
here before.

Gardening tips are welcome as well as any helpful snippets.

From the Poileagan

   Anns a’   Anns a’
 ghàrradh... ghàrradh...THE GROWING SEASON

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a 
friend (UK only), or for yourself, complete the 
tear-off slip and send it with a cheque payable to 
LATN or cash for £28.16 to Mrs I. MacLean, 42b 
Coll, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LR.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print

Name_______________________________________

Delivery Address

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Post Code__________________________________

I enclose £28.16

Signed_____________________ Date____________

Subscriber’s Name & Address

____________________________________________

____________________________________________
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O B’FHEÀRR A-NOCHD

By Donald MacLennan (Dòmhnall Sheogaidh)
(Air fonn ‘Nuair bha mi òg ’s mi maille riut mun deach 
mi gu sàl.’)

O b’fheàrr a-nochd a bhith sìnte riut
Na seòladh air a’ chuan

B’ fheàrr a bhith ’m blàths an aodaich leat
Na stiùireadh cuibhle fhuar.

B’ fheàrr bhith a’ faicinn d’aodainns’
Na mìltean den an òr

B’ fheàrr leam fhèin gum b’ urrainn dhomh
Bhith maille riut gach lò.

A Mhàiri bhòidheach fhìnealta
Dhan tug mi gaol ’s mi òg
Thug mi greis an Glaschu

’s a’ seòladh a’ chuain mhòir.
Is iomadh caileag bhòidheach
A chunnaic mi san Roinn-Eòrp’

Chan fhaca mi ’s na shiubhail mi
Dhan tugainn gaol cho mòr.

Mi ceithir bliadhn’ am prìosan
Aig àm a’ Chogaidh Mhòir.

Trì dhiubh bha sinn a’ sgrìobhadh
Is bhitheadh tu ag innse dhòmhs,

O gum bu chaomh leat mi
Nam b’e ’s gum biodh tu beò
’s gu faighinn-sa mo shaorsa

Gun innseadh tu an còrr.

Nuair a leig an Armistice
Na prìosanaich ma sgaoil
Fhuair sinne dhachaigh

Is thugadh dhuinn ar saors’
Nuair choinnich mis’ is Màiri

’s ann an siud bha a’ choinneamh chiùin
O mun do dhealaich sinn

Gun do dh’ innis i dhomh a gaol.

Aoibhneach agus subhach
Agus toilichte bha sinn

’n oidhche a chaidh am pòsadh 
A chur an òrdugh grinn.

Chan eil san t-saoghal mhòr-sa
De stòras na de shuim

A bheireadh dhomhs’ an sòlas
Thug mo Mhàiri bhòidheach ghrinn.

Ged b’ oighre air rìoghachd mi
’s na mìltean bho mo làimh
’s mi gun cuireadh dìblidh e

Air sgàth do ghaoil  ’s do dhàimh.
Chan eil anns an t-saoghal-sa

Ach àmhghar agus caoidh
Is an dream nach fhaigh an roghainn

Cha bhi sonas aca a-chaoidh.

Is tu mo roghainn cèile
Bho bha sinn anns a’ Ghleann

Is mi a’ chiad leannan
A bha agadsa car oidhch’

Ged thug sinn ùine dealaichte
Bha m’ inntinn ort gach àm

Is tha mi a-nis pòsta riut
Le snaim daingeann teann.

O b’ fheàrr a-nochd 
bhith sìnte riut

Na seòladh air a’ chuan
B’ fheàrr bhith am blàths 

an aodaich leat
Na stiùireadh cuibhle 

fhuar
B’ fheàrr a bhith a’ fai-

cinn d’ aodainn-sa
Na mìltean den an òr

B’fheàrr leam fhèin gum 
b’ urrainn dhomh

Bhith maille riut gach lò.

Donald MacLennan 
(Dòmhnaill Sheogaidh)

[The English version gives the gist of the song]
By Donald MacLennan (Dòmhnall Sheogaidh)

O B’FHEÀRR A-NOCHD
Though far I sail from my homeland’s shore,

I long to be near my love once more.
Oh to see her would be my dream -
Better than riches or great esteem.

Gentle Mary, my childhood love,
You stand alone even in the great crowd

I’ve seen in cities on Europe’s soil.
My choice of maidens in all the world.

My four years a prisoner (they were dark days)
We corresponded and you would say

You cared about me and more would share
When face to face – once freedom was gained.

We were allowed home - prisoners were free.
Wonderful news - such liberty. 

When I met Mary, ’twas a gentle tryst. 
Before we parted, she declared her heart.

As we planned for our wedding day,
We were so happy.  What joy we shared.
In all the world with its treasure stores,
To love my Mary - for me that’s more.

I would exchange all financial gain,
Worldly position with all its fame

Since your love for me is greater far.
You are my belovèd---you stand apart.

Since early days spent in the Glen,
You my chosen sweetheart – now as then.
Though apart a while, I thought oft of you.
And now I’ve won you - my bride so true.

(Translated from Gaelic by Janet (Gray) Macphail)
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Material for 
publication in the MAY issue of Loch a Tuath News must be 

in before WEDNESDAY 20th APRIL 2011

Back Girls at Lloyds TSB Scottish Final, where they finished third.

A Message from Kenny John

Hope you are all well at this time. Wanted to share with you thia photo (above). The tank sizes went like this. Two tanks at 
10000 litres, one tank at 6000 litres, three tanks at 2500 litres. Total 33500 litres.

May we continue to Praise the one who gives His All to us.

Kenny John.


