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We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the 
community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their 
free time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and 
ears’ of the district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal 
Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £2.42 to cover cost 
and postage. 

FÀILTE

Welcome to the March edition 
of Loch a Tuath News. This 
month we have a couple of 

very interesting articles for you. Mal 
Macleod has provided us with an arti-
cle on some of those from our district 
who made their living by weaving in 
years gone by. The familiar sound of 
the loom was once commonplace in 
our district, as so many locals worked 
as Harris Tweed weavers. We would be 
pleased to hear from any of you who 
can add to these reminiscences. Eddie 
and Ann Chandler from Tong used to 
live in the Falkland Islands and they 
have provided us with a fascinating 
insight into living there, and the simi-
larities with our own island. It is inter-
esting to hear of a British island so far 
from mainland Britain, especially since 
it has recently been in the news again. 

The Loch a Tuath News Committee 
is bidding farewell to our Chairman, 
Norman Macrae, better known as 
Tormod Scotch, as he and his wife Ina 
move to East Kilbride. A presentation 
was made to Norman recently which 
you can read about in this issue. We 
wish Norman and Ina all the best and 
we thank Norman for his years of 
service. With the closure of the sec-
ondary department of Sgoil a’ Bhac 

nearly upon us we have a few photos 
of pupils and staff of years past. If you 
have photos you think would be of 
interest please get in touch. We also 
have an excellent photo of some Back 
beauty queens and a range of other 
photos, including photos from a Back 
Sunday School Outing in 1973. The 
Just for Laughs section in last month’s 
issue seemed to be well received; 
please make sure you let us know 
what you enjoy in the magazine and 
what you would like to see more of.

As well as all of that, we have our 
usual regular features too, such as 
From the Manse, Back in Time, From 
the Archives, Anns a’ Ghàrradh and a 
recipe. If you have any recipes which 
you would be willing to contribute 
then please get in touch with us. Many 
thanks to those of you who have con-
tributed to this month’s issue. 

Cover photo: Norman and Ina Macrae 
received a presentation from the Loch 
a Tuath News Committee.
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From time to time he livened the vil-
lage and especially his neighbourhood 
by playing innocent “ploys” on the 
more susceptible of his neighbours.  
Although Iain and family moved to a 
home in Stornoway some years ago 
he continued to have a warm fond-
ness for the village and its people who 
were such a large part of his formative 
years.  He was a quiet, tolerant indi-
vidual who was devoted to his wife, 
his son and two daughters.  He was 
always ready to acknowledge and 
express admiration of their achieve-
ments.  To his wife Wilma and to their 
family much sympathy is extended.

Observation - in composing Iain’s short 
obituary the writer was very aware of 
the fact that at least ten young men 
from Buaile na h-Ochd have left the 
scene of time in a comparatively short 
number of years.  Death is indeed no 
respecter of age.

Mrs Ishbel MacIver, Banntrach 
Chonoigean, passed peacefully away 
on Monday 30th January in Dun 
Berisay where she had been a resident 
for the last number of years.  She had 
reached the age of 93 years and was 
one of the very few left who saw six 
ministers settled in the Back congrega-
tion.  Although she was born at 54 Coll 
and continued to have a strong family 
connection with the place, her memory 
will always be associated, by the pre-
sent generation at least, to a certain 
corner house - Number 6 New Street 
- in the Poileagan.  There she lived and 
brought up her own family, Chrissie 
Bell and Kenny along with Calum, 
whose mother, Kenneth MacIver’s first 
wife, had died while Calum was very 
young.  All three children were nurtured 

AS NA 
BAILTEAN

BACK / VATISKER

Condolences 

Catherine MacKenzie, who passed 
away recently in Blar Buidhe Nursing 
Home, was a daughter of the late 
Kenneth and Flora MacKenzie, 51 
Lighthill, Vatisker.  She was the elder 
daughter in a family of four boys.  
Catriona Choinnich Thormoid, who 
was 90 years old, was a very caring 
and devoted daughter and sister who 
gave many years caring for invalid 
parents and attending to the affairs of 
the home.  After both her parents died 
she found part-time employment with 
the Social Work Department provid-
ing a home-help service in the local-
ity. Catriona was a lady of grace and 
peace and her speech revealed at all 
times where her heart and thoughts 
were. For those whose lives witness 
for the Lord and who die in the Lord 
is great gain.  With this assurance 
sympathy is extended to her sister in 
the home, to her nieces and nephews 
and all others connected with the 
MacKenzies of Lighthill.   

The death of another Buaile na h-Ochd 
man was received by the surrounding 
villages with much sadness especially 
as a brother and a sister predeceased 
him not too long ago.  Iain Morrison 
died suddenly and very unexpect-
edly at his home at 4 MacLeod 
Road, Stornoway, at the very end of 
December 2011.  He was the eldest 
son of the late Murdo and Christina 
Morrison, 6 Vatisker.  As a boy growing 
up in his home environment “Bhalish”, 
as he was affectionately known, was 
a youngster who was well-liked by all.  

with equal affection.  Ishbel Aonghais 
Bhàird, as she was affectionately 
known, had a lifetime of varied experi-
ences from the very first job she had 
as a housemaid in a Kingussie manse 
until, after working in a Stornoway 
tweed mill, and a Ski-knit unit at the 
old school in Back, she finally found 
work at Arnish Point when it was at its 
busiest. “Cha robh mir dhith leisg!” 

From a very early age she showed 
much concern for her soul’s wel-
fare.  She was brought up in an area 
where there were men and women of 
outstanding piety.  By the age of 18 
years - an early age at the time - she 
became a professing member of the 
Free Church and for over 70 years she 
led a life of active and gracious faith.  
She possessed a fine melodious voice 
which she delighted to put to good 
effect in the praise of the sanctuary.  
The feeling with which she sang testi-
fied to an experimental knowledge of 
the work of grace within.  She could 
say at the end of her journey:

“Dhomh sligh’ na beatha noch-
dadh [dhomh]
a’d’ làth’r làn aoibhneas ta,
Is aig do dheas làimh fèin a Dhè
mòr shubhachas gu bràth.”

To Chrissie Bell, Kenny, Calum and to 
all the grandchildren much sympathy 
is sent.

COLL

Bereavements 

The sympathy of the community goes 
to Margaret and Iain Campbell and 
family, 54 Coll, on the death of her 
Aunt Ishbal Maciver, New St, Back. 
Also to Iain Mackay, 54, on the death 
of his sister in law. 

Condolences to Peggy Anna, Calum 
Iain and family, 9 Coll, on the death 

The marriage of Rev. Ruairidh MacLean, Free Church Manse, Leverburgh, son of 
Aneas and Christina A., 6a Coll, to Margaret Mary (Peigi) MacLeod, 200 Newmarket, 
was conducted by Rev. Iver Martin in the Free Church, Stornoway on 22nd July 2011. 
The reception was held in Breasclete Community Centre.
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of her Auntie Peggy Macdonald, 11 
Crossbost, Lochs. 

We send our sympathy to Duncan and 
Finella Macdonald, ‘Fernbrae’, 44 Coll, 
on the passing of his sister Margaret 
Macdonald Munro, who passed away 
in Inverness. A native of Scalpay, 
she spent most of her married life 
in Inverness working as a paediatric 
nurse in Raigmore Hospital. All other 
relatives, neighbours and friends are in 
our thoughts at this sad time. 

Murdo and Jonie Macdonald (mac Iain 
a Lally) spent some time at home with 
his parents Katie and Iain, 53b Coll, as 
they were at home for the funeral of 
his brother in law. Jonie has lost two 
sisters and now her brother in a matter 
of just a few years and our sympathy 
goes to them and their family Andrew 
and Annabel.

Best Wishes 

We would like to send our best wishes 
to Norman Macrae and his wife Ina as 
they move to Glasgow. We will miss 
Norman’s monthly visits as he has 
been the man behind the delivery of 
Loch a Tuath News for the past ten 
years. Rain, hail or shine, Norman 
always delivered the magazine to all 
the outlets on the first Friday of each 
month. We wish you every blessing in 
your new home.

GRESS

Best Wishes

We send get well wishes to Jacky 
Mackenzie (No. 25) who is in Glasgow 
having surgery at the moment and is 
improving. We are thinking of him.  

We also send our wishes to Charlie 
Clark (No. 19) who has been in 
Raigmore Hospital for treatment. We 
look forward to having them both home 
again very soon.

TONG

Condolences

Gregor Louis Finlayson

A message of sincere sympathy is 
extended to Angus and Sue Finlayson 
following the loss of their son Gregor 
Louis. Angus (Angan Iomhair), formerly 
53 Aird Tong, now lives at 17 Chilton 
Grove, Lower Hutt, Wellington, New 
Zealand with his family. Although 
Gregor Louis had been ill for some 
time, he passed away quite suddenly. 
We extend our sincere condolences to 
his widow, their children and also his 
brothers and sisters and the extended 
family.

Stray Cat

A stray cat is turning up at 51 Aird 
Tong. The cat is a tortoise shell with a 
lot of black around the nose. He/she 
has white paws with distinctive ginger 
“socks”. If anyone has been missing 
a cat for many months please contact 
Uisdean Paterson on 704348 or mobile 
No. 07880544866.

UPPER COLL

Sympathy

Our sympathies go to Mrs Annie 
Graham, No. 19, on the recent passing 
of her sister Joanne in East Kilbride.

Well Done 

Another Maciver hits the road. This 
time it is Jamie, No. 15. He recently 
passed his driving test. We wish him 
many safe years behind the wheel.

Correction

We are happy to correct our recent 
mistake in relation to Mrs Chrissie 
Macleod, No. 25, and her 60th birth-
day. We said she was Maclean. She 
was, but that was many years ago. We 
said she lived at No. 26. She doesn’t. 
She lives at 25. I am sure Neil at 26 
is relieved to find that out. So now 
everyone knows that it was Chrissie a’ 
Bhreacan who was now not quite so 
recently 60 and has retired.     

Correction
We have been asked to point out that 
in the article on John George Macleod 
in last month’s issue there were two 
names omitted from the list of men 
from Gress who served during the 
Second World War. Those were Alexan 
Graham (bràthair Phords), No. 5, and 
Angus Ferguson (mac Ilip), No. 17. 
Teaghlach Phian’s address should also 
have been listed as 32 Gress.

WESTERN ISLES COMMUNITY CARE FORUM
Carer Support
A common definition of a carer is: “someone who, without payment, provides 
help and support to a relative, friend or neighbour who could not manage 
without their assistance”.  The WICCF has accessed limited funds through 
the Time to Live, Carers Information Strategy and Change Fund to provide 
support to carers throughout the Western Isles.  Support could be in the form 
of a short break or advice/training on specific caring duties.  For further infor-
mation and general eligibility criteria, please contact:  WICCF, Tigh an Urrais, 
East Tarbert, Harris.  Tel: 01859 502588, email: john.maclean2@virgin.net 

Moldova Fundraiser
Andrew Macleod (Tong) is holding 
a fundraising event in Back School 
on the 13th March at 7pm to raise 
funds for his next trip to Moldova. 
Andrew visited the country for the 
first time last Summer on behalf of 
Blythswood and hopes to return 
this April. The event is a public invi-
tation to come along and watch the 
film 'Faith like Potatoes'. Stalls will 
be provided with refreshments and 
donations will be taken at the door.

The Committee of Cancer 
Research UK (Lewis Branch) 

Sale of Work, Town Hall, 
Saturday 10th March, 2pm

Light Lunch, M A Memorial 
Hall, 14th of April from 12 
noon to 2pm
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The Committee of Loch a Tuath News 
met on the evening of 14th February to 
make a presentation to Norman Macrae, 
as he and his wife Ina prepare to leave the 
district to make their home once again in 
East Kilbride.  For ten years Norman has 
made an invaluable contribution to Loch 
a Tuath News, serving as Chairman and 
Vice-Chairman and being responsible 
for the distribution of the magazine, ably 
assisted by Ina. Norman has also helped 
out in numerous other ways over this 
period. He was presented with a framed 
photograph of Coll Beach taken by John 
Maclean and Ina was presented with a 
bouquet of flowers. We wish Norman and 
Ina well as they settle into their new sur-
roundings.

Presentation 
to Norman 
Macrae

On Tesco’s Tiramisu dessert (printed on bottom): “Do not 
turn upside down.” 
On Sainsbury’s peanuts: “Warning: contains nuts.” 
On Boots’ Children’s Cough Medicine: “Do not drive a car 
or operate machinery after taking this medication.”
On Marks &Spencer Bread Pudding: “Product will be hot 
after heating.” 
On a Pifco hairdryer: “Do not use while sleeping.” 
On a bag of Doritos: “You could be a winner! No purchase 
necessary. Details inside.” 
On a bar of Dial soap: “Directions: Use like regular soap.” 
On some Swanson frozen dinners: “Serving suggestion: 
Defrost.” 
On packaging for a Rowenta iron: “Do not iron clothes on 
body.” 
On Nytol Sleep Aid: “Warning: May cause drowsiness.” 

On most brands of Christmas lights: “For indoor or out-
door use only.” 
On a Japanese food processor: “Not to be used for the 
other use.” 
On an American Airlines packet of nuts: “Instructions: 
Open packet, eat nuts.” 
On a child’s Superman costume: “Wearing of this garment 
does not enable you to fly.” 
On a Swedish chainsaw: “Do not attempt to stop chain 
with your hands or genitals.” 
On a toboggan: Beware: Sledge may develop high speed 
under certain snow conditions.
On a knife sharpener: Caution: knives are sharp.
On shin pads for cyclists: Shin guards cannot protect any 
part of the body they do not cover.
On a take away coffee cup: Caution: Hot beverages are 
hot.

Just For Laughs
The following are actual label instructions on consumer goods.

Above right: Norman Macrae and Angus 
Morrison

Right: Ishbel Maclean and Ina Macrae
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The Weavers of Brevig 
and Buaile nan Ochd

It is difficult to imagine nowadays I know, but in the sec-
ond half of the last century (not really that long ago for 
those of my vintage!) there were about twenty Harris 

Tweed weavers making an excellent living in Brevig and 
Buaile nan Ochd alone. There were many more weavers in 
the Back district – it was one of the most productive areas 
in the island for tweed production - and in addition to the 
weavers, a large number of men and women from the vil-
lages were employed in the mills in Stornoway. I can well 
remember three full busloads of people going and coming 
back and fore every day. The wages were good for the time, 
and many families were able to live comfortably because of 
‘big cloth’.

However, at this time, I would like to recall some of the 
weavers that I knew and remember from my own ‘creag’. 
The sound of the old Hattersley loom could be heard from 
morning to late at night six days a week, and the production 
of cloth was prolific. All of the weavers were ‘characters’ in 
their own right – some more so than others – and I’ll try and 
paint a pen picture of those that I knew best and can recol-
lect. 

Although I was a weaver myself for a short time in the early 
sixties, my first introduction to the loom came long before 
that whilst still in school, when I became an ‘iteachan’ 
(pirn) filler for my neighbour, Uilleam a’ Chocharan. Now, 
Uilleam was many things – kind, generous, had a great way 
with young people and he was a very genuine and sincere 
Christian, but he should never have taken up weaving. The 
loom and Uilleam just did not get on! He was not in the 
least mechanically minded and I can still recall shuttles fly-
ing out of the loom on a regular basis, going through the 
side window and puncturing the wall. There were always 
bits and pieces of the loom on the floor and I can see him 
yet, when I went to his shed after school to start filling, his 
hands blackened with oil and loom grease, trying to get 
the parts together in the correct place. Usually this did not 

work and then I would get the call ‘theirig agus faigh John 
Murdo’ (the nearest neighbouring weaver). On hearing this, 
John Murdo would shake his head and mutter something 
under his breath but would come along with me and usu-
ally after some tinkering and adjustments would get the 
loom going again. Until the next time! I always knew when 
there was a really serious problem with the loom or with the 
tweed, because, if that was the case, the loom shed would 
be locked, with Uilleam inside. Mary Ann, his sister, would 
say ‘tha rudeigin ceàrr, feuch a faigh thu a-steach’ (there’s 
something wrong, try and get in) and Uilleam could be seen 
through the window scaling the tweed to try and correct 
whatever fault was in the cloth. He would let me in even-
tually after much knocking and shouting. When he finally 
admitted defeat I would be told to go and fetch Ruaraidh a’ 
Chèic, who was considered the real expert and could sort 
out any problem. And he usually did. 

Despite all of those trials with the loom Uilleam persevered 
and made a reasonable living from it. His sense of humour 
was always to the fore, there was great camaraderie 
between himself and everyone else, and, because he was 
such a likeable person, people wanted the best for him and 
helped him. After the passage of so much time I am not tell-
ing any tales out of school when, some years later working 
in one of the Stornoway mills and quality control was part of 
my remit, I discovered that many of the darners and mend-
ers discreetly corrected any faults in the tweeds woven by 
Uilleam to ensure that they passed the final inspection! 

In the period that I’m writing about there were four other 
weavers in Brevig – the afore mentioned John Murdo, 
Alex Chalum El ,or ‘a Ghreeg’ as he was better known, 
Coinneach Thormod Alasdair and Aonghas a’ Bheelich.  
The last two mentioned went on to do other work and 
I don’t have much recollection of time spent with them, 
although the back of Aonghas a’ Bheelich’s loom shed was 
a favourite meeting place for us teenagers in the evenings. 

Standing (left to right): Seonag a’ Choilean, Roddy Dhòmhnaill Mhic 
Dhòmhnaill, Ciorstag Choinnich Bhig, Bellann Dhòmhnaill Mhic Dhòmhnaill, 
Bean Choinnich Vatisker, Ishbel Dholigan, unknown

Sitting: Barbara (bean Alex an Iomhar), Banntrach Dhòmhnaill Mhic Dhòmhnaill.

Standing at the side is either Iga or his brother Donald. Photo taken 
outside 19 Vatisker.

John Murdo Alexan Iomhair, Peigi 
Bheag Sheorais a' Chran, Mal, 
Iomhair a' Choilean
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Later on there was a loom in Taigh Choinnich Stewart where 
Kenneth, who eventually became a Free Church minister, 
wove, and Morag, his brother Neil John’s wife, also wove 
for a while if memory serves. The Piseag, well known in 
footballing circles, was also a successful and prolific weaver 
for many years, but I had moved away from Brevig by then 
and cannot recall much about them. 

However, I do have fond memories of time spent with 
John Murdo and Alex Chalum El. Or maybe, not so much 
with Alex as with his sister Annie, who was his iteachan 
filler. Annie was a semi invalid and mostly housebound as 
I remember, and filled the weft pirns whilst sitting by the 
fire. What was fascinating to me about her carrying out 
this task, was that it was the first time I had ever seen the 
iteachan being wound on a modified bicycle placed upside 
down on the floor with one wheel removed, resting on the 
handlebars, and I can still remember her patience and how 
she built up the shape of the pirns in such a way that ena-
bled it to run from the shuttle freely at all times. It was a 
definite skill and she literally had it at her fingertips! I read 
recently that this modification of the bicycle was invented 
by someone from Bragar, and was quite common at one 
time - another example of the ingenuity of the weaver - but 
at that time it was the only one of its kind locally as far as 
I was aware. The bobbin winder had come on to the scene 
by then, firstly operated by pedal power, then by an electric 
motor and was a real boon and time saver. Alex himself 
was a steady, conscientious weaver never away from the 
loom apart from an occasional foray to Stornoway where 
he enjoyed a pint or two! He was good fun to be around at 
those times with a fund of stories and experiences to relate 
to us youngsters. 

John Murdo Alex an Iomhair was a good friend and men-
tor. When I was older and became a weaver myself, his 
help was invaluable – it was on him that I relied to give 
me a hand whenever it was required, and he never let me 
down – but even when I was still in school I knew he could 
always be relied upon to help out with any task that needed 
doing in the neighbourhood if required. He was an old style 
weaver who kept his loom and workplace in good order, 
and could turn his hand to any pattern or style. His shed 
was a favourite meeting place and I have to confess that 
I often sneaked in there for a fly smoke when I shouldn’t. 
His great interest was his sheep and I sometimes gave him 
a hand at lambing and dipping. That was where I saw my 
first lamb being born and it was an unforgettable experi-
ence! Theirs was also the last inhabited ‘black house’ in the 
neighbourhood, and a warmer, more hospitable home you 
could not find anywhere. When they moved into their new 
house, although the welcome was just as warm, and the 
kindness and hospitality was still there, some of the special 
atmosphere of the old house was missing; it just did not 
feel the same somehow.

There were many more looms in Buaile nan Ochd than 
in Brevig. I spent a lot of my time then at my great friend 
Dòmhnall Tashan’s house where his father was a weaver, 
and often had to hang about impatiently until Dòmhnall had 
filled that day’s quota of pirns before being allowed to go 
to whatever ploy we had arranged for the evening. During 
those years, although at different periods, there were looms 
in Taigh Choddy where Stitchy Ruadh was the weaver, and 
in Taigh Alan Foodair where Alan and son John Neil wove 
before John Neil got married and moved to Outend Coll. We 
spent much time in their loomshed as youngsters too, as 
both John Neil and his brother Murdo were keen footballers 

at that time, knew all the ins and outs of the game, were 
well versed in the coming and goings of the great national 
teams and players of the day, and enjoyed talking about it. 
It was also in their shed that I first became aware of the pop 
music of that era and got to hear singers like Guy Mitchell, 
Patsy Cline and others, probably by listening to Radio 
Luxembourg of happy memory! To this day I still enjoy hear-
ing the music of those days and remembering the good 
times that we had then.  

Further along the road was the loom of Aonghas Bàn and 
next door to him were two looms belonging to Tormod 
Shiaboist and his wife Dolina both producing cloth. Iain 
Mhurchaidh an Podaran (Big Toe) also wove for a short 
while across the road from Tormod and Dolina, and along 
at No.14, Balaich Uilleam Chalum - Calum and Willie - both 
wove. Their nephew, Willie Smith, also wove there at one 
time too. Seòras a’ Chran, and then his grandson George, 
both plied their trade at No. 36 for many years, and across 
the road from them was Kenny Tweed who was a weaver 
for as long as I can remember.

And then there was Ruaraidh a’ Chèic!  Ruaraidh was 
a native of Gress, but, as he so often said himself, had 
the great good fortune to marry Etta Ann Pheter from the 
Cachaileith (New Park) and come to live in the best place 
in the district!  Strangely enough his family had lived in 
neighbouring Cnoc Catriona when they were children but 
had moved to Gress in the 1920’s, so for him it was a 
case of coming back home, and he eventually obtained an 
allotment adjacent to his father’s old house that he used 
for grazing purposes. As well as being a prolific weaver, 
ably assisted by Etta Ann who helped out in his absences, 
he also collected and delivered tweeds from the mills in 
Stornoway to other local weavers on a Tuesday and Friday 
afternoon.  

Although Ruaraidh came to live in New Park in the fifties 
I did not get to know him well until, in the early sixties, I 
returned from the mainland and took up weaving myself. He 
did me many a good deed then; along with John Murdo, he 
helped me set up the loom and eased many of the begin-
ner’s problems that I had, and afterwards never refused 
to come and sort out any of the many things that went 
wrong, although muttering under his breath could be heard 
on occasion!  He had a special affinity with young people 
and always had one or two around to help him with his 
tweed deliveries; I became an occasional member of the 
group. His main helpers though, at that time, were the late 
Tormod Angus Tashan (Sugar), who was sadly lost at sea a 
few years later, Iain Mhurchaidh an Podaran (Big Toe) and 
Murchadh Milo (Bloxy) who remained a close friend of his 
until Ruaraidh’s death. As well as weaving, they also shared 
a common interest in sheep, and many was the hour they 
spent discussing and arguing about  the merits or otherwise 
of each other’s flocks and sheepdogs. Their other great 
common bond was football. At that time he was involved in 
the management of Back FC: it was he that encouraged me 
to join the committee of the team, something for which I’ll 
always be grateful for I made many friends there and was 
involved in some small way with the many successful devel-
opments that the club were concerned with at that time. 

Another fond recollection of that period is of Ruaraidh’s 
‘insulting hour’ as he called it himself. After collecting the 
tweeds for delivery on a Friday, a well deserved pint or two 
was the order of the day. However, rightly or wrongly, he 
was known to be very careful with his wallet – so much so 

(continued on page 9)
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that according to his companions of the time, it seldom 
saw the light of the day! Getting him to go to the bar was a 
major struggle and the insults came from those of us who 
had to dig into our pockets to buy a round, but critical com-
ments to Ruaraidh were like water off a duck’s back and 
made no difference to him. Seriously though, he was the 
kindest of friends and would never knowingly see anyone in 
difficulty of any sort. I miss him yet and think of him often.

Those were good days of very warm memories, long gone. 
Nothing so much reflects the changes that have taken place 

in our district since the period I’ve written about, than the 
fact that today there are only two working looms in the all 
of the villages between Tong and Gress. They are both in 
Tong: one, a double width, weaving on a full time basis, the 
other, an old Hattersley, worked part-time by a pensioner.  

Mal Macleod

Uilleam a' Chocharan on the left with Mary Ann 
second right along with their cousins from Tomatin 
who were on holiday with them

Seamus Chalum an Bhard, Katie Ann Choinneach 
Ruaraidh, John Murdo, Mairi Choinneach Ruaraidh

Seamus Chalum an Bhard, Katie Ann 
Choinneach Ruaraidh, Coinneach 
Dhomhnaill Choinneach, Mairi Choinneach 
Ruaraidh

Uilleam a' Chocharan and his cousin Anna Bheag 
Sine Ali

Senior Citizens’ Lunch

The annual senior citizens’ lunch, organised by the 
Community Council, was held at Back School on 21 
January - a very windy day. Turnout was great despite 
the adverse weather,  with about 60 people attending. 
After enjoying an aperitif, everyone sat down for a fan-
tastic three-course lunch. After lunch the guests retired 
to the school hall for tea, coffee and entertainment. 
The community council would like to thank Còisir Sgìr’ 
a’ Bhac, Iain MacKay and Graeme MacLeod, and Avril 
Duncan and her talented pupils. Special thanks go to Iain 
MacKinnon (GFF Ltd) and Angus MacKay for their gener-
ous contributions. The biggest thanks of all must go to 
Mary Stewart and Cathy Morag MacLeod without whom 
the annual dinner would not be possible.

(continued from page 7)
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The Falkland Islands are located over 250 miles East of 
the coast of South America. The islands are made up of 
East Falkland and West Falkland, and 776 smaller islands. 
Stanley, the capital, is located on East Falkland. The islands 
are a self-governing British Overseas Territory, with the 
United Kingdom responsible for its defence and foreign 
affairs, and the islanders are British citizens. Eddie and Ann 
Chandler, Kerneaval, 10 Tong, used to live in the Falkland 
Islands. LATN interviewed them to find out about life in the 
Falklands.

Ann: My father Norman Morrison was from Laxay and we 
still have cousins who live in Keose Glebe. My father emi-
grated to the Falklands in 1924 in response to a notice 
advertising work there. A lot of people from Scotland 
emigrated to the Falklands, from Glasgow, Edinburgh 
and Inverness; there are lots of Morrisons, Mackays and 
Macleods in the Falkland Islands. We have a friend whose 
father came from Scalpay.

My father met my mother, Muriel Halliday, in the Falklands 
and they were married in 1935. They had four of a family; I 
have an elder brother and two younger brothers.

My father and mother returned to Lewis for a holiday when 
I was sixteen years old. I remember my father used to tell 
us that he couldn’t speak Gaelic but on that holiday he was 
blethering away to everyone in Gaelic! 

Life on the Falkland Islands

We stayed in a place called Hill Cove on West Falkland. 
West Falkland is mainly made up of settlements with farms. 
My father worked as a cowman and gardener on one of the 
farms. There were about 32,000 sheep on the farm. Dad’s 
job involved killing the meat for the settlement. You received 
a sheep a week as part of your wages in the summer and in 
the winter a quarter of a bullock. The mutton would be hung 
up somewhere windy; there’s always a breeze blowing in 
the Falklands.

We grew all our own vegetables, such as swedes, cauliflow-
er, cabbage and lettuce and some people would sell pota-
toes. We milked our own cows and made our own butter. 

Our diet consisted of a lot of mutton. The worker men got 
mutton chops and eggs for breakfast in the summer. There 
were no shops nearby so we had a lot of home-made cakes 
and biscuits. Lunch usually consisted of meat and potatoes. 
A boat used to come to each farm twice a year with sup-
plies, and to take away the wool.

We used to cut peat each Spring, as is done here in Lewis. 
The landscape of the Falklands and Lewis are quite alike. 
We call the moorland ‘camp’, from the South American 
word ‘campo’ meaning moorland. The moor is covered in a 
plant similar to heather called Diddle Dee, which produces 
berries. The peat was cut by hand with a spade, but in later 
years we had a machine to cut it in blocks of 9 inches by 
9 inches. We used to drill a hole in the middle of the spade 
to stop the peat sucking on to it. The peats were then put 
on the bank to dry. At the beginning of summer we would 
gather the peats into piles called rickles to allow them to 
dry, before transporting them home and forming a peat-
stack.

Peat was all we burnt as fuel so we used to cut a year’s 
supply, about 200 cubic yards of peat per house. If you had 
a job where you weren’t involved in cutting peat they would 
give it to you as wages. After the Falklands War the use of 
peat started dwindling away as oil became more popular. 
Not many people cut peat now. 

For school there were travelling teachers who travelled 
about on horseback from settlement to settlement. They 
usually stayed for a fortnight then there could be a gap of 
anything up to six months before they returned. We were 
never really in school long enough to learn anything! I 
remember I had a teacher when I was 10 and he stayed for 
two years. Eventually each farm had its own teacher.

From the Falklands to Tong

Eddie, son Lee and Ann
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There were about ten or twelve children on the settlement I 
was on. We played all sorts of games. We used to play with 
boxes and put on horse gear and pretend we were riding! 
We also played with bones with some representing sheep, 
cows and horses! I can’t remember any organised football 
matches, although some would kick a ball around.

At the age of 12 and a half I started work as a maid for a 
manager’s wife. I remember the pay was 5 pounds a month.

Eddie: I was born in Bath in Somerset. I saw an advert in 
Farmer’s Weekly for a job in the Falklands and in 1966 I 
sailed out there. We went to Montevideo in Uruguay first on 
a Royal Mail ship, then on to the capital Stanley, and I flew 
out to Hill Cove after a couple of days. 

I worked as a roustabout and did a bit of everything. When 
you had more experience you could decide if you wanted 
to be a tractor driver or fencer; I decided to become a 
shepherd. We looked after around 32,000 sheep altogether 
but they were split up into areas. We looked after four big 
camps. We used Border collies as sheepdogs, although 
after the war we also began using quad bikes. For shear-
ing the sheep we had motor shears. The wool came to 
England, most of it to Bradford. The meat was just for local 
consumption. The cattle on the farms provided milk and 
meat for the island.

Eddie and Ann: We got married and we had one son called 
Lee. When he grew up he came to Winchester in England 
for college; most of the Falklands students tend to go there. 
Lee then went to university at Cardiff. After university he 
moved to Manchester and later joined the police force in 
Cheshire. He then moved to the Isle of Lewis as a police-
man in Carloway. Nowadays he is down in Leeds.

The Falklands War

Eddie and Ann: The Falklands War was a frightening 
experience. We felt that the Argentinians had been gain-
ing a foothold in the islands for a while. The local hospital 
did some operations but for more complex operations 
they would send them to Montevideo, which had a British 

hospital, but then medicals started going to Buenos Aires.  
A lot of tinned food on the island came from Argentina; the 
locals didn’t like it. We used to get our wood from there and 
flights went there. We went to Argentina on our way to the 
UK once for a holiday and we had to get what they called a 
White Card; they didn’t recognise a British passport. Some 
people began moving away from the Falklands. At the time 
of the invasion the population had fallen to around 1000, 
having once been around 2000.

The war came very much out of the blue. An announce-
ment came on the radio at 4 o’ clock one day that there 
was an urgent message coming on at 6 o’ clock. The gov-
ernor Rex Hunt announced that the Argentinians were on 
the way. The invasion began on 2 April 1982. They invaded 
South Georgia first at the whaling station. There were about 
80 marines on the Falklands at the time and they put up 
a very good struggle and a number of the Argentinians 
were killed. It took a few weeks for the Argentinians to get 
round to West Falkland where we were. They had a base 
then on Pebble Island, West Falkland. We used to see 
Argentinian aircraft flying over our settlement. We tried to 
continue with life as normal but we didn’t know what was 
happening on other farms.  We had handheld CB radios 
but the Argentinians made us take down the aerial. During 
the occupation curfews were enforced and we had to 
be indoors by 6 o’ clock. There was also a blackout; we 
weren’t allowed to show any lights. Some families had chil-
dren at boarding school in Stanley and people were panick-
ing about their welfare. 

We weren’t at all sure that the British would come to liber-
ate us. We thought they might just leave the Falklands to 
the Argentinians. We had our bags packed, thinking we 
might be resettled in the UK. Then we heard on the radio 
that the British forces were coming, although we were hav-
ing an awful job hearing the news. The British forces took 
Stanley and then the Argentinians didn’t put up much resist-
ance. We were so pleased it was all over. Things got back 
to normal fairly quickly, although there was quite a mess to 
clean up in Stanley. We still have minefields out there. After 
a while people began moving back to the Falklands. 

Norman Morrison marrying Muriel HallidayA similar landscape to Lewis!
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After the War

The troops left after the war. We remember the Second 
Battalion Scots Guards came to Hill Cove. We had them for 
six weeks; we heard quite a few stories. Margaret Thatcher 
visited not long after the war. She came in a Hercules. 
Everyone went to the airport, which was just a grass strip 
really. Our niece was a little girl at the time and she was 
there in a party dress. She was freezing cold and Mrs 
Thatcher wrapped her coat around her! Some of the chil-
dren wrote Mrs Thatcher a letter and she answered with a 
signed one. We also had visits from some Royals. A plane 
now goes down to the Falklands twice a week from Brize 
Norton.

After the conflict we started our own business knitting hats, 
scarves and sweaters. We bought a store at Port Howard 
and we got our provisions from England. We then moved to 
Stanley and set up a shop there. 

Lee our son had moved to the Isle of Lewis by then and 
we had been over for holidays before that to visit relations. 
Lee had moved in December 2003, we came over in May 
for a holiday, went back to the Falklands and sold up in 
September 2004. We stayed with Lee for a while and then 

came to Tong. Ann set up a B and B for four years and 
Eddie worked in security at Stornoway Airport. We both 
retired last year.

There are many similarities between the Falklands and 
Lewis. They have a similar feel and everybody knows eve-
rybody. The climate is also quite similar, although there is 
more wind and less rain in the Falklands than in Lewis. You 
are also never very far from the sea in either island. 

We still keep a close eye on the Falklands. I (Ann) have 
three brothers still there so we use Skype to keep in touch. 
This year is, of course, the 30th anniversary of the conflict. 
The 25th anniversary was marked but this seems to be 
more low-key, although the Argentinians seem to be angry 
at the imminent deployment of Prince William. They have 
never relinquished their claim on the Falklands, which they 
refer to as ‘Malvinas’. 

The Falklands accent is quite unique. English is, of course, 
the language spoken on the Falklands and some people say 
the Falklands accent is similar to Australians, although we 
don’t agree! 

Cousin Joan, Auntie Joan and Ann Eddie

Norman Morrison, Ann’s father
Lee, with an outfit given to him 
by one of the British soldiersEddie and Ann’s store



13

From the Manse
Doing God’s Will

The German-born evangelist and social reformer George 
Müller was a man of prayer.  He adopted a prayerful 
approach to every aspect of his life and work.  For Müller, 
doing God’s will at all times was vital.  

Doing God’s will is vital for us all.   We sometimes ask the 
question, ‘How do I know that I am doing God’s will?’  It’s 
a subject many of us find challenging and, at times, difficult 
to address.  

George Müller’s six-fold approach to seeking God’s will may 
be of help to you as you seek God’s will today:

1. From the outset I seek to get my heart into such a state 
that it has no will of its own in regard to a given matter.  
90% of the trouble with people is just here.  90% of 
the difficulties are overcome when our hearts are ready 
to do the Lord’s will, whatever it may be.  When one 
is truly in this state, it is usually but a little way to the 
knowledge of what his will is.

2. Having done this, I do not leave the result to feeling or 
simple impression.  If I do so, I make myself liable to 
great delusions.

3. I seek the will of the Spirit of God through, or in con-
nection with, the Word of God.  The Spirit and the Bible 
must be combined.  If I look to the Spirit alone without 
the Word I lay myself open to great delusions also.  If 
the Holy Spirit guides us at all, he will do it according to 
the Scriptures and never contrary to them.

4. Next I take into account providential circumstances.  
These often plainly indicate God’s will in connection 
with His Word and Spirit.

5. I ask God in prayer to reveal His will to me aright.
6. Thus, through prayer to God, the study of the Word and 

reflection, I come to a deliberate judgement according 
to the best of my ability and knowledge, and if my mind 
is thus at peace, and continues so after two or three 
more petitions, I proceed accordingly. 

Müller concludes that ‘in trivial matters, and in transactions 
involving most important issues, I have found this method 
always effective.’   

Müller’s formula for doing God’s will is one that we would 
all do well to adopt for ourselves.  His approach is both 
concise and comprehensive.  His wide-ranging method also 
encourages patience.  Our impatience is often our greatest 
weakness as we ‘wait’ on the Lord.  We want an answer to 
our personal dilemmas sooner rather than later.  This is after 
all the age of the ‘instant Messenger’ app.  Waiting beyond 
a minute for a reply to a question on one’s mobile phone is 
seldom tolerated.  The Psalmist, David, encourages us to 
exercise patience and persistence.  His personal testimony 
is: ‘I waited long upon the LORD; He heard my cry and 
turned to me.  He raised me from the slimy pit – And from 
the mire he pulled me free’ (Psalm 4:1-2).

As you seek God’s will, do so with Müller’s tried and tested 
prayerful approach.  It will make a difference as you bring 
your predicaments and quandaries to God in prayer. 

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services in 
Back and Tong during March 2012 are as follows:

Back

Sunday 4 March

12 Noon: Mr Iain Mackinnon
6pm:  Mr Iain R Morrison

Sunday 11 March

10.30am: Rev Calum I Macleod
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 18 March

10.30am: Mr Iain R Morrison
12 Noon: Mr Iain Mackinnon
6pm:  Dr Marten Walker

Sunday 25 March (Communion)

11.30am: Rev Dr Iain D Campbell
6.30pm:  Rev Ewen Matheson

Tong Mission House

Sunday 4 March

10.30am: Mr Iain R Morrison

Sunday 11 March 

6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

Sunday 18 March

12 Noon: Mr Iain R Morrison (Family Service)

Sunday 25 March

6.30pm: Rev Dr Iain D Campbell (Gaelic)

March Service Times 

Monthly Family Service
Tong Mission House :: Every 3rd Sunday @ 12 Noon

Next Service Sunday 18 March
Preacher: Mr Iain R Morrison

Everyone Welcome
(With Crèche facilities)
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Back pupils shortlisted in Gaelic FilmG competition (by 
Martin Beaton)

Back S1 Native Gaelic speakers have been shortlisted 
in the 12-17 years Gaelic Award category of Film G, the 
national short film competition. 

During October of last year, they produced a short Gaelic 
film, ‘Abair Sgaibh’, with help from local playwright Iain F 
Macleod from Ness, who worked with them on their script. 

The pupils of Sgoil a’ Bhac were chosen to be shortlisted 
out of 76 entries to the competition. Also shortlisted in the 
same category are: The Nicolson Institute, Lionacleit School 
and Portree High School.

Our group consisted of Andrew Smith, Sam MacDonald, 
Catriona Bain, Joanna Maclean, Eilidh Murray, Eilidh 
MacDonald, Eilidh Macleod, Kirsty Graham, Uilleam 
Maciver and John Alexander Maciver. 

The finals are going to be held in the Fruit Market in 
Glasgow on the 9th March. Good luck in the finals! 

Back Girls win at Broadbay with a near miss for the 
Boys (by Jamie Murray)

Back Girls won the 2012 Inter-schools Football Tournament 
at the Coll Centre recently, but the boys were narrowly 
defeated in the final. 

In the final, the Back girls, who consisted of Catriona Bain, 
Kirsty Graham, Leanne Macdonald. Annmarie Macdonald 
and Mairi Maclennan were up against Shawbost and won 
1-0.

The boys’ team of Jonathan Henderson, Stephen 
Maciver, Fraser Macdonald, Kenneth Macleod, John 
Alexander Maciver and Stephen Drummond were also up 
against Shawbost, losing 3-1 with two goals disallowed. 
Participating teams included Lionel, Back, Shawbost and 
the Nicolson. 

Future Chef Local Final (by Martin Beaton)

The Future Chef local final took place in Sgoil a’ Bhac 
recently. School pupil Rhys Pritchard, who also won the 
school heats, took part in the competition along with Jane 
MacInnes from the Nicolson Institute and Lauren-Anne 
Maclean from Shawbost. Lauren-Anne Maclean was the 
winner, but Rhys and Jane also did very well. All three con-
testants made delicious dishes, with Lauren-Anne making 
chicken in a lemon cream sauce, followed by strawberry 
cheesecake, Rhys making bacon and vegetable pasta 
in a pesto sauce, followed by brandy snap baskets with 
chocolate sauce and cream and Jane Macinnes, last year’s 

winner, making 
honey and orange 
chicken and pine-
apple and coconut 
souffle. Rhys was really proud of his result and we wish 
Lauren-Anne all the best in the finals.

Water Water everywhere …G3/4 present their learning at 
February assembly

Mrs Macleod’s G3/4 class presented their learning, in 
Gaelic, at the whole school assembly in February. Their 
slide-presentation, delivered in Gaelic, informed the audi-
ence of pupils, staff and parents about all aspects of water, 
from its benefits to health to local water supplies. 

Their guest, local PE teacher and water-sports enthusiast, 
Shaun Smith, then gave a presentation on water-sports that 
can be enjoyed locally and, most importantly, how to keep 
safe and what to do in an emergency on a loch, river or in 
the sea.

After the presentations, Mrs Macdonald handed out the 
Certificates of Achievement to Primary and Secondary 
pupils. 

Cross-country successes

Well done to Ellie Macdonald Under 9 Lewis and Harris 
Cross-country Champion, John Alasdair Bain Under 11 
Lewis and Harris Cross-country Champion and Steven 
Mutch, who came first in the third race of the season.

All the best…

We wish EP1/2 teacher Lorraine Campbell all the best as 
she begins her Maternity Leave.

All our good wishes also go to Willie Macdonald as he 
takes up his new post as Janitor at the new school in 
Barvas. Willie was presented with a watch and other gifts at 
a presentation in the school on Friday 24 February. He will 
be hugely missed by pupils and staff. There will be fewer 
laughs in Sgoil a’ Bhac from now on!

Re-collection … 

The group of volunteers (Finella Madonald, Lillian 
Maclennan, Catriona Stewart, John Maclean and Neil 
Murray) continues to meet weekly on a Wednesday at 
1.30pm in the school to collate photos, articles etc for the 
Secondary exhibition. Thanks to those who have sent pho-
tos. Please keep them coming!

Sgoil 
a’ Bhac
News brought to you by the Press 
Gang: Martin Beaton and Jamie Murray 
(right).
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Health Award

Sgoil a’ Bhac recently received an award for efforts to 
boost health and wellbeing in the workplace. The Healthy 
Working Lives Award Programme was launched to encour-
age employers to promote a healthier workforce and cov-
ers a wide range of topics including health promotion, 
occupational health and safety, employability, mental health 
and well-being, community involvement, and health and 
the environment. Joan Etta Walker and Chriselle Macleod 
received the award on behalf of the school.

Certificate of Achievement winners at February assembly

Sgoil a’ Bhac girls - winners of 2012 Inter-schools Football

P7 Young Leaders running lunchtime games for younger pupils

The FilmG class

Steven Mutch, Cross-country 
winner

Joan Etta Walker, Chriselle Macleod, and Aileen Simpson, 
Assistant Head of Healthy Working Lives

Cross-country 
winners Ellie 
and John 
Alasdair

Pupils (P1-4) 
at the Bòrd 
na Gàidhlig 
sponsored 
After-school 
Club
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Tong School
Get Well, Mr Macdonald

The thoughts of pupils, staff and parents are with Mr 
Macdonald, our School Crossing Patrol Attendant and 
Break Time Supervisor, during his period of absence from 
the school.  Mr Macdonald is a valued staff member and 
we are all missing his cheerful presence around the school.  
The concept of rest does not come easily to Mr Macdonald, 
but we know he is under the close supervision of Norman 
and Bella.

Welcome Mr Maciver

We warmly welcome Mr Murdo Maciver to Tong School.  
Mr Maciver has taken over Mr Macdonald’s post until he is 
able to return to work. We trust Murdo will enjoy his time at 
the school.

Sporting Achievements

Many pupils have been keeping fit this term by participating 
in various sporting activities. 

Football: Our football team consisting of John, P7, David 
, P7, David, P6, Ben, P6, Shana, P6 and Adam, P5 played 
exceptionally well in the annual Broad Bay Football 
Tournament, beating Sgoil Nan Loch, Sandwick and Bragar 
in their section.  This secured their place in the final against 
Shawbost. Tong ably rose to the challenge and won 6-0. 

Touch Rugby:  The team (John, P7, Ronan, P7, Shana, P6, 
Ben, P6 and Jamie, P6) braved the cold at this year’s Touch 
Rugby Tournament and earned a respectable third place in 
the competition. 

Cross Country: The school was well-represented at the 
recent Cross Country event.  All participants received a 
medal for their efforts. Well done to all our sporting com-
petitors!

Chronicles of Loch a 
Tuath

Loch a Tuath News 
committee members 
Norman Macrae and 
Rev. C.I.Macleod 
joined Editor, Angus 
Morrison, to present the school with a bound copy of Loch 
a Tuath News magazines on 26th January.  A very clever 
analogy between ‘Chronicles of Narnia’ and ‘Chronicles 
of Loch a Tuath’ by Rev. Macleod ensured the children 
understood the significance of the gift.  This also led into a 
Biblical reference to First and Second Chronicles. The gen-
tlemen also spoke about the processes involved in produc-
ing a monthly magazine.  This bound copy has been added 
to the collection in the school library.  The monthly submis-
sions to the magazine provide a school archive; the children 
are ‘making History.’ We are grateful to the committee for 
continuing to provide the bound copies. 

Class Led Assemblies

Each class is given an opportunity throughout the year to 
deliver an assembly presentation to the rest of the school.  
Primary Four and Five took the topic of ‘Fair Trade’ and 
illustrated the concept via a small play.  The assembly was 
well-delivered and the message was clearly conveyed as 
parents reported children coming home to search through 
cupboards to find ‘Fair Trade’ produce!

Pupils in Primary Six and Seven researched into the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and presented their interesting 
and informative assembly on Friday 10th February.  Ronan 
played the National Anthem on keyboard as the rest of the 
school sang along.  Primary One pupils were delighted to 
receive Union Jack flags made by their friends in Primary 
Six and Seven.

P4 and 5 presented a Fairtrade Assembly Mr Murdo Maciver
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Loch a Tuath News Presentation The jubilant Broadbay Tournament winning team

Tong Nursery
As part of our ’Aliens Love Underpants’ mini topic we’ve been learning a little bit about space and have built 
our own rocket and it’s great fun in there.  We carried out most of the building work ourselves but we had a 
fantastic contribution from Owen’s ‘Granny Jessie’ – thank you.  Perhaps we should remind you all to check 
your washing as you take it off the line…there might be some some aliens hiding there. We’ll be back next 
month with more news…

From all at Tong Nursery, x

P7 made Union Jacks for P1 to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee

Touch Rugby Team

Our spacemanOur spaceship

Cross-country 
Runners

Looking through its porthole
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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10 YEARS AGO
The March 2002 issue congratulated S1 and S2 pupils 
in Sgoil a’ Bhac who had participated in the Angus Milo 
Murray Shield badminton competition.

In the News in March 2002: 
March 1: U.S. invasion of Afghanistan.
March 24: The 74th Academy Awards, hosted by Whoopi 
Goldberg, are held at the Kodak Theatre in Hollywood, 
California with the film A Beautiful Mind winning Best 
Picture. 
March 30: Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon, the Queen Mother, dies in her sleep at the age of 101 at her home at Windsor Castle in 
London. 

The following appeared in the Inverness Courier in 1830. Can any 
readers shed any more light on it?

Loch a Tuath Sea Monster!

From the 
Archives...

A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

Pupils pictured with coach John Macneil (2002)

SEA MONSTER.—A gigantic monster of the deep, supposed 
to be a sea serpent, was lately seen off the coast of the Isle 
of Lewis. It was from sixty to eighty feet in length, and was 
visible for fourteen days, gambolling in an arm of the sea 
called the Broad Bay. The monster was never observed to spout 
water, and seemed to have a mane like a horse, only much 
larger, and of a white colour. This appearance might, no doubt, 
be caused by the light in which it was seen by the observer; 
but a high-crested mane could scarcely be mistaken for any 
appearance of a whale. It is intended, we understand, to publish 
some account of this sea monster.—Inverness Courier.

Donald Macleod, Coll (Samson)
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

MACLEOD & MACLEOD – BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET

STORNOWAY
TELEPHONE; 01851 703384

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD’S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656
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Back Mercantile Officer Missing
Since his ship was reported missing in the Atlantic in the late 
Autumn, no news has been received of Mr Alexander Macleod, 
son of the late John Macleod, 60 Back, or any of his shipmates.  
Mr Macleod, who had been at sea for about 20 years, was serving 
as a chief engineer, and only a year previously, his former ship 
also was lost by enemy action.  On that occasion, however, all the 
men were landed safely, after suffering some hardships.  

Leaving Back School at the age of 14, Mr Macleod soon realised 
the need of further education, so at the age of 16 he entered the 
Lint House Engineering Works of Messrs Alexander Stephen & 
Sons, Glasgow.  Combining classes at Govan High School and the 
Royal Technical College with the practical training of the ship-
yard, he was successful in qualifying as a marine engineer in the 
shortest time possible.  After passing through the various grades 
of service at sea, Mr Macleod obtained the highest B.O.T. certifi-
cates both for steam and diesel engines; and a number of years 
before the war he had attained to the rank of Chief Engineer.  Of 
a very happy and friendly disposition, and keenly interested in 
public affairs, Mr Macleod was well known and highly esteemed 
in his native district.  He was possessed of a manly independence 
of judgement and a natural inobtrusive self assurance which made 
him cool, collected and courteous on every occasion.  Mr Macleod 
was married to a daughter of the late Kenneth Mackenzie, Portland 
Villa, Stornoway, and their home was in Glasgow.  His mother 
now resides at 49 Vatisker, to which the family removed some 
years ago. 

Obituaries
We deeply regret to record the death of Mr John Stewart, shoe-
maker, which occurred on Tuesday 24 February, at 37 Kenneth 
Street, Stornoway.  The deceased, who was aged 55 years, was 
born and brought up at Outend Coll but removed to Stornoway a 
number of years ago.  He was confined to the house through ill-
ness during the last 3 years. Born of pious parents, and a grandson 
of the well-known catechist the late Murdo Stewart, 17 Back, he 
walked in the steps of that faith which is counted for righteous-
ness.  He was a member of the Free Church congregation of Back 
previous to residing in Stornoway.  ‘Johnnie’ as he was locally 
known possessed extraordinary gifts and a rare talent.  He was 
mighty in prayer, and often led the praise in public worship, and 
could compose poetry with ease.  The funeral, which took place 
on 26 February to Gress cemetery, was largely attended.  The chief 
mourners were his two sons and his brother George, who came 
from Glasgow the previous night.  He is survived by his wife, two 
sons and a daughter, to whom and to all the relatives we extend 
our sympathy.

The death of Mr Angus Mackenzie, eldest son of Mr and Mrs 
Kenneth Mackenzie, 44 Coll, occurred at a South of Scotland hos-
pital last week.  His remains arrived by mail steamer at Stornoway, 
on Friday 13th March and the funeral took place from his home to 
Gress cemetery the following day.  Angus who was aged 28 years, 
was a naval reservist on foreign service when he contracted the 
illness which proved fatal.  The sympathy of the community is 
extended to the bereaved family.

We regret to record the death of Mrs Mary Macleod, which 
occurred at her home, 25 Vatisker, on Tuesday, 3rd March.  The 
deceased was born at Tong, 96 years ago, and had been confined 
to the house through old age and infirmity for several years past.  
Mrs Macleod, who was highly respected in the community, had 
her share of afflictions.  She was widowed about sixty years ago 

and three 
grown-up 
members of 
her family 
predeceased 
her - the last 
being ex-
Lieut. William 
Macleod, Back 
Post Office.  She is survived by one son, one daughter, seven 
grandchildren and eleven great grandchildren.

Two of the grandsons and four of the great grandchildren reside in 
the USA.

On Leave
On leave this week are, Catherine Macleod, ATS, 1 New Park, 
Vatisker;  Alexander Campbell, RNR, 8 Vatisker;  Jessie Macinnes, 
WAAF, 4 Gress;  Cpl. Margaret Morrison, WAAF, 34 Gress;  
Donald Nicolson, RNR, 4 Back;  Donald Macleod, RNR, 6 Back;  
Kenneth Morrison, RNR, New Street;  Angusina Beaton, ATS, 37 
Coll;  Peggy Ferguson, NAAFI, 2 Gress;  Donald Mackay, RNR, 
53 Back;  Duncan Campbell (Canadians), Cameron Highlanders;  
and John Campbell (Canadians), Seaforth Highlanders.

Tong
On Leave
The following members of the Forces have been at home for a 
few days.  John Davidson (Army);  Murdo Thomson, 3 Aird, Tong 
(Army);  Angus Mackenzie, 7 Aird, Tong (RAF);  Mary Murray, 
2 Tong Park (WAAF);  Donald Mackinnon, 1 Tong (M.N.);  
Malcolm Murray, 5 Tong, (RASC);  Angus Maciver, 33 Aird Tong 
(RNR);  Chrissie Ann Macdonald, Hillside Cottage (NAAFI),  
Donald Macleod, Druim, Tong (RA); Donald Thomson, Pleasant 
View, Tong.  Malcolm Campbell, 16 Tong has left to report for 
duty in the south.

Signs of Spring
That spring is on the way is apparent from the fact that the first 
lambs of the season are already frisking about the village.  

Tragic Mishap
The village was deeply grieved on Saturday night when it became 
known that the body of Mr Murdo Finlayson, 24 Aird, Tong, had 
been recovered from Stornoway harbour.  This tragic sequel solved 
the mystery of his disappearance over five weeks ago.  Murchadh 
Beag Daoidhan, as he was locally known, was one of the outstand-
ing local personalities and was well known in the village and 
surrounding districts.  His untimely death is much to be regretted, 
and our deepest sympathy is extended to all those near and dear to 
him. 

Spring Work
Despite the lack of men in the village, a start has been made 
with the spring work.  The few available men have been busily 
employed carting seaweed and getting the crofts ready for the 
plough.

BACK 
IN 

TIME

March 1942
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Back: Alasdair Stewart, JM Macmillan, Rev Macaulay, Mrs 
Macaulay, Moley, Mrs Macmillan, Neil Murray, Kenny ‘Sgitheanach’ 
Macdonald

Front: Mrs R Macdonald, Jessie M Macdonald, Karina Macleod, 
Peigi Mairi a Stal

Back Sunday School Outing, 1973

Left to right: Janet Grey, Mrs Macmillan, Màiri a’ Stal, Mrs 
Macaulay, Red, Morag Stewart

A’ Strì airson Croitearachd – Fighting for Crofting

Experienced

• 25 years crofting in Aiginish and 
Swordale, Lewis and Scarp, 
Harris

• Grazing committee member 
Aiginish and Scarp

• Director Lewis Crofters Ltd and 
SCF member

• Commissioner for Western Isles last six years
• Represents Crofters Commission to Scottish Parliament 

Cross Party Group
Achievements

• Accessibility—brought operation of Commission closer 
to island crofters

• Innovation—Established a Commission office in 
Stornoway, only one outside Inverness

• Competence—no successful appeal against any regu-
latory decision taken by me

Future

• Establish Commission posts based in islands
• Seek a proper financial settlement for Crofters in CAP 

negotiations
• Seek improved package for Crofter Housing
• Seek improved thresholds for Agricultural Grants
• Seek a new Croft Entry scheme

VOTE MACLENNAN, MURDO 1

Crofter standing for new Crofting Commission

The current Commissioner for Lewis is to stand for election 
to the new Crofting Commission. Murdo Maclennan has 
been actively crofting for over twenty five years and main-
tains stock in Aignis, Swordale and on the Island of Scarp in 
Harris. Mr Maclennan commented, “I have had the privilege 
of being a Commissioner for the last six years during which 
time I have sought to bring the work of the Commission 
closer to the crofting community in the islands. I re-estab-
lished a much better relationship with area assessors by 
having more frequent meetings and securing an office base 
for the Commission in Stornoway. The Assessors in Harris 
and Lewis support my candidacy. My election platform is to 
build on my achievements by seeking to have some of the 
work of the new Commission based in the islands. 

Given that over one third of all crofts are located in the 
Western Isles I believe that there should be posts cre-
ated throughout the islands to deal with the Regulation of 
Crofting. This would be of great benefit in creating quality 
employment positions which could be held ideally for young 
people who have an interest in the future of Crofting. There 
is also the critical matter of the reform of the financial sup-
port mechanisms for agriculture emanating from Europe and 
improvement of the existing support mechanisms such as 
Agricultural Grants and Housing support. I have been repre-
senting the Commission at discussion on all these matters 
in the Scottish Parliament. The crofting community must 
secure a better settlement to these issues than has existed 
in the immediate past. 

I am hoping to secure the vote of crofters in the Loch a 
Tuath area!”
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This class photograph taken almost 60 years ago will 
undoubtedly arouse reactions of astonishment, and 
no doubt the question will be howled from the roof-

tops, and heat the telephone lines – “Who on earth put this 
in?” May I assure you that your astonishment will be no 
less than mine was when the photograph was discovered, 
and yet as I looked at it my memory kicked into action, and 
where my recognition failed, I was given much appreciated 
assistance from Mrs. Murdina (MacDonald) Graham or as 
she has been known for more than 50 years, bean John 
Murdo Nochan. In fact, in confession I believe I showed it to 

John Stewart (Iain Mhicdougall) the day it was found, and 
he was faultless in his identifications. I am most grateful to 
both of you for your help.

As you can see, the class consisted of 10 boys and 10 girls, 
and sadly we record that three of the lads and two of the 
girls are now deceased.

Where possible, I have given information as to the work my 
classmates engaged upon when they left school, and I trust 
that it is correct. 

Back JS School (Class Secondary 1), Session 1951-1952

Back row (left to right): Peter John MacLeod (Mac Alec 
Phadruig), Aird Tong. Served his time as a plumber and also 
worked as a weaver; Peter MacLeod (Peedie a’ Bhogie), 
Aird Tong. Peter served his time as a painter and prac-
tised his trade until sadly he died while still a young man. 
Peedie had a superb singing voice, and proved his abil-
ity by taking First prize on a couple of occasions at local 
Mods. Even in his Back School days he took the platform 
at Back Hall concerts. I have often thought that he could 
match any of the Gold Medallists of modern days; John 
MacLeod (Chokey a’ Ghorrain), Back. John served his time 
as a joiner and emigrated to New Zealand, where he subse-
quently became a Government Building Surveyor; Norman 
MacInnes (Toban Dhomhnuill T’ash), Outend Coll and 
Tong. Norman joined the Merchant Navy from Lews Castle 
College, served an apprenticeship with British tankers, and 
gained his Master Mariners Certificate. He served with BP, 
in command of Drilling Rigs and several other oil exploration 
positions and had a very adventurous career.

Middle row: Kenny John Murray (Kenny Alec John), Coll. 
Served his time as a Plasterer and worked in local building 
construction. (Kenny sadly passed away recently); John 
Murray (Ian Dan), Gress. Ian served his time as a Bricklayer 
and with hard work and initiative started and managed a 
very successful building company. In his school days he 
was known as Gent and a gent he was and still is. His 
company is still trading though nowadays managed by his 
son Ronnie; Callum MacLean (Contributor), Tong Park, 
(Calum Chalum Dhomhnuillan). Joined the Merchant Navy 

and served an apprenticeship on the “Cape Boats” owned 
by Lyles of Glasgow. Master Mariner and subsequently 
commanded a number of Scottish Ship Management ves-
sels until that company went out of business. From 1987 
until retirement was a Nautical Studies lecturer at Lews 
Castle College; Peggy MacLeod (Peigi Leurachan), Milking 
Hill, Aird Tong; Ann MacKenzie, Aird Tong. Believe now 
resident in Point; Annie MacLeod (Anna Leurachan). Twin 
sister of Peigi Leurachan; Alex John MacRitchie (Stitchy 
Ruadh Choddie), Vatisker. Whaler, sailor, crofter and weaver. 
Sadly Alec John passed away a number of years ago; John 
Stewart (Ian Mhicdougall), Coll.  Served his apprenticeship 
as a Plumber. A very good island footballer. Believe he was 
a half-back in those days! Now a very competent caretaker 
of the Gress Cemetery; Alex Munro (mac Aonghais Addie), 
Coll.

Front row: Ishbel Thomson (Ishbeil Alec Chraig), 
Tong. Ishbel sadly passed away a number of years ago; 
Catherine Morrison (Catriona Mhixtan), Back; Christina 
MacLennan (Catriona Alec Choggie). Sadly passed away 
a number of years ago. Christina was the widow of Rev. 
Kenneth Stewart; Catherine Murray (Catriona Alec John), 
Coll; Catherine MacLeod (Catriona an Olaich), Back. 
Catherine started as an Assistant Cook at Lews Castle 
College during my last year there as a student and a lot of 
years later she was the Cook when the contributor returned 
there as a Lecturer. (Couldn’t resist that gem!); Mary Ann 
MacLean (Mary Ann a’ Chlarc), Coll; Etta Ann MacLeod 
(always known as Etann), Coll.
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Back School staff, mid 1960s
Back row (left – right): Mrs Mackenzie; John Maclennan; Miss Katie Ann Macleod; Donald John MacDonald; Miss 
Johnina Graham

Front row: Miss Catherine Macdonald; Mrs Maclennan; Mr Mackenzie, head teacher; Miss Margaret MacGregor; Miss 
Annie MacKenzie

Elaine MacDonald
HND Beauty Therapy

AOFM Freelance Makeup Certificate

Freelance Makeup Artist 
and Manicurist

Make-up for all occasions: Weddings,

anniversaries, parties, etc

OPI nailcare products

Mini manicures and file & polish

Tel: 07901957618

01851 820820

Email:  elaine.makeup@yahoo.co.uk
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Denise Moody (Coll), Mairead Maclean (7 Coll), Carol Mackinnon (School 
Road), Sandra Campbell (Back), in front Jayne Macleod (Broadbay View)

Banntrach Dhomhnaill Ruaidh, banntrach Neill, 
Doileag Dhomhnaill Ruaidh (standing)

Mr and Mrs D Morrison (Tiugs is a bhean), 14 New Street, BackAllan Hector (Allan Macdonald), 35 
Gress); Domhnall Doonie (Donald 
Murray), 33 Gress

Prem (Alex Graham, 38 Gress) holding mackerel; Swannie (John Macdonald, 
40 Gress); Calum Mhurch Chalum (Calum Maciver, 47 Gress)

Back row: Anna Chalum an Bhaird, Bellann 
Dhomhnaill; Front row: Sine Bhridie, Catriona 
Dhomhnaill, Catriona Aonghais Dhomhnaill
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When does Spring arrive?  Officially it is the 21st 

March, which by then marks the beginning of a 
new season.  By this time the earliest bushes and 

shrubs have not just budded but some have flowered.  Also 
seed will be germinating under glass or polythene, ready 
for planting out as soon as the soil warms.  What one has 
to watch is not to be tempted to plant out too early by the 
appearance of a few warm, sunny days, believing Summer 
has arrived, which can very often be followed by cold, wet 
weather, when seed will rot in the ground.  Nothing can hin-
der growth like cold, wet soil.  Our sowing calendar differs 
greatly from other parts of the country.  

March or early April is also the time for preparing the lawns 
and removing moss.  Mossy lawns are a nuisance and need 
to be treated with granules or liquid moss killer.  After the 
moss has died, which is self-evident by turning black, the 
dead substance can then be removed by raking.  What 
are the causes of moss appearing in our lawns?  No doubt 
bad drainage, low fertility, acidy soil and various factors 

contribute to this spongy menace, which can also invade 
our drives.  But moss is not always unwelcome and has its 
uses.  If you›re thinking of hanging baskets, moss is ideal 
for lining the baskets, preventing the soil from falling out as 
it forms a base on which to set the compost.  It also helps 
to retain moisture.  It is used by exhibitors at flower shows 
to cover the stands and benches on which the plants and 
blooms are displayed.  Such moss is encouraged to grow 
by feeding it liquid manure, so what proves a menace in 
one area is beneficial in another. 

A good tip for planting leeks is to cut a hardboard disk to 
cover the top where the seedlings are to be planted, drill 
5mm holes through the disk and number them from 1 to say 
40.  Pop a seed through each hole beginning at 1 and this 
ensures that the seeds are evenly spaced.  I used a 7» pot, 
placing 3 or 4 chicken pellets in the base of the pot, which 
will make good feeding when the roots reach down.

From the Poileagan

   Anns a’   Anns a’
 ghàrradh... ghàrradh...Spring Arriving

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off 
slip and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or 
cash for £28.16 to Mrs M. A. Davidson, New Street, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £28.16
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Ingredients

• 1lb sultanas
• 8ozs margarine (or but-

ter)
• 8ozs sugar
• 3 eggs
• 12ozs plain flour
• 1tsp baking powder
• 1tsp lemon essence.  

Method

• Cover sultanas with water and simmer for 
15 mins. Drain.
• Melt margarine add sugar and beaten 
eggs and mix.
• Add sieved flour and baking powder. Mix 
and add lemon essence.
•  Bake in greased and lined 8” round cake 
tin for 1hour at 160C/325F/Gas3.
• When cooked remove from tin and place 
on cooling rack.

Sultana Cake
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Ceòl Spioradail
Ceòl Spioradail was produced by the children in the 
upper primary Gaelic stream of Sgoil a’ Bhac. The CD 
consists of six psalms sung in the traditional way and led 
by precentors, three psalms sung to tunes composed by 
Rev Dr I D Campbell and Calum Martin (Tong) and three 
well-known Gaelic spiritual songs. Those taking part in 
the recording are members and former members of Coisir 
Og a’ Bhac. The CD was recorded in the church hall and 
those taking part would like to thank the Deacon’s Court 
for their help. The proceeds from the sale of the CD will 
go to Bethesda and at £5 it is a real bargain. There are 
still a few left and can be obtained from Sgoil a’ Bhac – 
820230.
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Material for 
publication in the APRIL issue of Loch a Tuath News must be 

in before WEDNESDAY 21st MARCH 2011

Back Beauty Queens, 1959
Left to right: Christine Chalum Speed, Anne nighean Bellann Goinn, Peigi Sheòrais a’ Chran, Murdina Ghlen, Mairi Ghlen, 
Anna Margaret Jake, Seonaid Bhruce, Mairi Bheag a Stal

The residents of Upper Coll had a gathering at the Upper Coll centre at New Year


