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We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the 
community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their 
free time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ 
of the district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 

If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal 
Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £2.42 to cover cost 
and postage. 

FÀILTE
Welcome to the May edition of Loch 
a Tuath News. This month we have 
another packed issue for you. We have 
an article about Duncraig School. Many 
of our local ladies attended that school 
and it is sure to bring back memories. 
If anybody has any similar stories that 
they could tell us then we would be 
pleased to hear from you. We also 
have an article about Alec a’ Ghrass, 
who was a noted footballer for Back 
some years ago. We would be pleased 
to hear about others who played with 
distinction for Back. Sheena Maclean 
(nighean Willie Basher agus Ishbal) has 
given us an insight into life in Germany 
while they were posted there due to 
her husband’s career in the RAF. Jokey 
has been in touch from New Zealand 
with some stories from years gone by 
as well. Jane Macinnes tells us about 
her experience of representing North of 
Scotland at the national final of Future 
Chef in London. This was a fantastic 
achievement and we congratulate Jane 
for doing so well. Keith Bray also tells 
us about his experience of complet-
ing the London Marathon for Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation, anoth-
er noteworthy achievement. We also 
congratulate Craig Macleod of Gress, 
who has recently been representing 
the North of Scotland Under 15 football 

team. The golf driving range at Back 
Football Club is now open and we have 
the relevant information on it. We also 
have a range of photos for you, both 
old and new, including photos of Kenny 
John Mackenzie as a presentation 
was made to him when he left Uganda 
recently, and photos of Back senior and 
Under 14 football teams.  And we also 
have the answers to the Bible books 
puzzle which caused some head-
scratching last month!

As well as all of that, we have our other 
regular features: As na Bailtean, From 
the Manse, Back in Time and Anns 
a’ Ghàrradh.  Many thanks to those 
of you who have contributed to this 
month’s issue.

Cover photo: Former pupils of Back 
School who attended the 40th reun-
ion in the Royal British Legion on 
Friday 22 April (see page 5 for names) 
(photo courtesy of Malcolm Macleod 
Photography)
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took him to places in different parts of 
the world. After he retired he lived in 
Egypt. Our belated sympathy is sent 
to his widow, family and brother Iain in 
Aberdeen, as well as to all his relatives.

Hector Murray

COLL
Silver Wedding

Congratulations to Cathie Margaret and 
Angus Maclennan (Sally), 38 Coll, who 
have just celebrated their 25 years of 
marriage. May you have many more 
happy years together. Cathie Margaret 
and Angus are going on a cruise to cel-
ebrate and have a second honeymoon. 
We do hope that you both enjoy your 
trip.

New Baby

Congratulations to Calum and Ann 
Smith (nighean a Veal) on the birth 
of their second child.  A baby girl who 
they named Maisie was born at the 
Western Isles Hospital, a little sister for 
Luke and another grandchild for Murdo 
and Mary, 33 Coll.

Bereavement 

Our sympathy goes to Mary and Murdo 
Macleod (Peteran), 11a Coll, on the 
death of his brother Donald, North 
Tolsta, who passed away after a short 
illness at Bethesda Hospice. Niece, 
nephews, friends and neighbours are 
also in our thoughts at this sad time.

GRESS
Golden Wedding

We send our best wishes to Murdo 
MacDonald (40 Gress) and his wife 
Tove who celebrated their Golden 
Wedding on 25th March with their 

AS NA 
BAILTEAN

BACK / VATISKER
Welcome Home

A welcome home from hospital is sent 
to Mrs Wilma Stewart (bean Alasdair 
Sunny), 29 Vatisker, who is now mak-
ing good progress after receiving 
medical treatment for several weeks in 
Raigmore Hospital. We wish Wilma a 
steady and full recovery and a return 
in the near future to her post as one of 
the telephone receptionists at Ospadal 
nan Eilean. I am sure, as the writer 
recently experienced, she feels very 
grateful to all the hospital staff who 
attended and nursed her in her illness.

Wedding Congratulations

 Alasdair Iain and Cheryl MacLachlan

The first wedding at which the Rev 
Calum Iain Macleod officiated since 
coming to the congregation took place 
on Friday 15th April in the Free Church 
at Back. The groom, Alasdair Iain 
Maclachlan, 39 Vatisker, and the bride 
Cheryl Macmillan, ‘Ashgrove’, Tong, 
were greeted by a good number of 
well-wishers, both outside and inside 
the church. Afternoon tea was served 
in the Church Hall after the marriage 
service. The bride and groom were 
ably assisted by John S Mackenzie, 
Gress, as best man and Cheryl’s sister 
Kim and Alasdair Iain’s sister Du Lin as 
bridesmaids. We wish the newlyweds 
our sincere congratulations and best 
wishes. We welcome them to their 
present residence at Lighthill, Back.

A Belated Message of Sympathy

It is with regret that the death of the 
late Hector Murray was not referred to 
in any news items ‘from the villages’ 
in a previous LATN. Hector passed 
away in October 2010, aged 63 years. 
He was the second son of John and 
Mary John Murray, formerly of the old 
Back Post Office. His wife Dina was 
from Shawbost and they had a family 
of two – a boy and a girl. Hector was 
an engineer and his professional work 

family in Jordanhill, Glasgow. Murdo 
was in the Glasgow Police Pipe band 
and while on his many trips away with 
the band he met Tove in Copenhagen 
on St. Andrew’s day. She was a 
draughtswoman. It was not long till she 
became his wife and they spent their 
married life in Glasgow. 

Murdo MacDonald and Tove on their 
wedding day 

They have a son and daughter and 
four grandchildren. We wish them 
many more happy and healthy years 
together.

Murdo MacDonald and his wife Tove
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New House

We welcome Malcolm, Eilidh and 
Rhuaridh MacPhail to their lovely 
new house in the village on croft 36. 
Malcolm is the son of Jessie and 
Iain MacPhail, Bragar, and Eilidh is 
the daughter of Cathie and Donnie 
MacInnes (Gazette). Cathie and all the 
family spent many happy days in Gress 
when their parents lived here. We hope 
Rhuaridh and his parents will spend 
many happy years here as well.

Condolences

Sympathy is extended to Calum, 
Stewart and Evander Nicolson and 
families on the death of their mother 
Seonag Ferguson (Ellip), late of 17 
Gress. She passed away on 22nd 
March aged 90 years at her home 
in Glasgow. Her husband Calum 
(Lemreway) passed away a few years 
ago. We also think of her sisters, 
Ciorstag,  Angusina and their families at 
this sad time.

TONG
Condolences

Our sincere condolences are extended 
to David Graham, 34 Milking Hill Park, 
following the death of his father recent-
ly. We also remember David’s wife Julie 
and their children Sophie, Naomi and 
Matthew.

Best Wishes

Congratulations and best wishes to 
Allan Macdonald, son of Anne and 
Angus Allan Macdonald, 13a Aird Tong. 
He set off on his first three month voy-
age as an engineering cadet in the 
Merchant Navy, having successfully 
completed the first part of his train-
ing at South Shields Nautical College 
in Newcastle. This voyage takes him 
across the Atlantic with various ports 
on the east and west coast of America, 
and on to China and Japan before 
returning to Europe. We wish him 
health, wealth and happiness in his 
chosen career. 

Tong Recreation Association 

Tong Recreation Association would like 
to thank all those who have returned 
the Tong Hall Appeal form, and have 
contributed financially or volunteered 
their services. Anyone still to return 
forms should do so before 11/05/11.

Fundraising Event:  A light lunch will be 
held on 21/05/11 between 12 noon and 

2 pm to raise funds for the community 
Hall. Please come along. All welcome. 

Wedding Congratulations

Elaine and Gavin Coyle were mar-
ried at Bona Church, Lochend, by 
the Rev Murdo Macdonald on 9th 
April 2011, with the reception at the 
Waterside Hotel. Elaine is the daughter 
of Christine and Charlie Anderson, 10 
Tong.

UPPER COLL
In Hospital 

Our good wishes go to Kenny 
Macritchie (Coinneach Mhogail), No. 5, 
as he recovers from a rather sudden 
dispatch to hospital in Glasgow. He is 
now recovering in The Western Isles 
Hospital. We wish him well and hope 
he’ll soon be back home in the role of 
good shepherd to the sheep and the 
young lambs in Lot Gioubhn.

Our good wishes go to Mrs Barbara 
Macdonald (banntrach Sherorais 
Fhionnlaigh), No. 41, who has also 
been in hospital.

A Seanair Again 

Congratulations to Iain Mhicdugaill 
and Iseabail a’ Bhorbair, No. 29, on 
becoming grandparents again. Cailean 
Angus is the name and he is the son of 
George and Kathleen. 

Birthdays 

Happy 90th to Mrs Joan Thompson 
(nighean a’ Ghladstone), No. 40a. Si 
fhèin agus e fhèin a tha math son an 

aois, gun dad a choltas stad, càr ùr aca 
agus anns an eaglais a h-uile Sabaid. 
Cumabh oirbh, tha sibh  n’ur n-eiseam-
plair do ghu leòr a tha fada nas òige.

Now that was a birthday. Calum 
Stewarts’s, No. 6, that is.  They took 
the “car” out of him and a very good 
night by all those who sprang the 40th 
birthday surprise on him in the Hut. The 
spaid is ready, as is the taraisgeir and 
Calum enters his fifth decade being the 
only one who still cuts peats for real, on 
the Sraid Iosal anyway.  Long may the 
chimney at No. 6 reek. If the price of 
oil keeps going up we might all have to 
take the caps off the chimney next year.  
We could run “ethnic” peat-cutting 
courses and get them done for noth-
ing, but could we get them back for the 
rùdhadh and the stèidheadh. Now that 
might be an idea!

The Golf 

It is great to see the golf range open 
on the machair, and to observe that 
already people are using it. We can 
only ponder what the old worthies, 
Poshan, Daras, Coinneach Tomishan, 
Ailig an t-Siaraich and Cualapan would 
have to say about grown men with an 
upside down walking stick hitting little 
white balls all over the machair.      

Tong Wedding
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Congratulations to Craig Macleod

Congratulations to Craig Macleod, 10 Gress, who has been playing for the 
SSFA North of Scotland U-15 squad for the last six months.  It has been a 
great experience for Craig and, although it meant nine trips away, all the travel-
ling proved worth it on 29 March when the team won the National Trophy at 
Alloa FC, after a 3-0 win against Ayrshire in the final.

It is a great achievement for the North of Scotland Team as it is only their sec-
ond win in the competition in forty years.  Craig and his other two Western Isles 
team mates, Jack Dunlop (Ness) and Calum Mackinnon (Lochs), were invited 
to attend the Scotland v England U-18 game at Caley Stadium in Inverness on 
21 April where the squad was officially presented with their medals before the 
game. Craig and his father Iain are pictured with the National Trophy.

London Marathon Run for DIABETES RESEARCH

Keith Bray, of Aird Tong, and Calum Chancy Macleod, Stornoway  recently completed the 2011 London Marathon for 
the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation charity sporting JDRF ‘team pingu’ running vests - their sponsors’ names 
expertly printed onto the vests courtesy of Mathie Sign of Back.  The logos of Lewis Builders Electrical & Plumbing Ltd 
and Back & Sides Barber on Keith’s vest and Calum’s Nessglaze Ltd and Loch Motors Transport Ltd accompanied the 
runners on what was a truly unforgettable 26.2 mile journey.

With temperatures relatively cool the race started in Greenwich at 9:45am but it was some five minutes before Keith 
and Calum actually crossed the starting line due to the number of runners - with 37,000 or so taking to the road this 
year.  Talking about the first few miles Keith said that “it was a moving period of the day as Calum was full of emotion 
(and nerves) as he was doing this specifically for his daughter Mairi who was diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes at the 
age of three.  The support, high spirit and enthusiasm of the crowds were at times overwhelming.  Many of the runners 
around us had some very personal and touching messages and photos on their vests.  You realised very quickly that 
the day was really about the fundraising and good work that comes out of the marathon and not the time it takes for 
people to cross the line”.

During the race itself temperatures reached a very warm 20 degrees and if that was not enough to contend with Keith 
and Calum encountered a 9ft ‘Pingu’, Superman, Batman, the Flintstones, a bottle of beer, a couple of brides, a man 
running  backwards and many more interesting sights.   Still amongst the crowds, the pair passed through half way 
together. However, as it was Chancy’s first London Marathon Keith did the honourable thing and hung back, allowing 
Calum to move ahead and complete in the very fine time of 3hrs 44mins.  Not wanting to upstage Calum on his spe-
cial day, Keith sneaked quietly over the line in 4 hrs 7 mins. Of the 34,700 finishers, the average time to complete the 
marathon this year was estimated at 4hrs 38mins.

In the end, it was JDRF who was the winner on the day as the men had raised something like £15,000 before the race 
and there may be more to come as the final pennies are counted.  The after race massage, courtesy of JDRF, was 
most welcome indeed.

Craig and Iain Macleod

Angus and Catherine Margaret Maclennan, 38 Coll, cel-
ebrated their silver wedding anniversary on 18th April 2011. 
Congratulations and best wishes to you both.

Angus and Catherine Margaret Maclennan

Front Cover Photo
Former pupils of Back School at the 40th Reunion 
held in the Royal British Legion on Friday 22 April.

Back row: Douglas Grant (Tong), Gary Smith 
(Tolsta), Kevin Murray (Coll), Roddy J Maclean 
(Coll), Calum Mackay (Upper Coll), Donald Riddell 
(Tong)

Middle row: Angus Maclean (Back), Christine 
Macdonald (Tong), Maureen Maciver (Tolsta), 
Catherine A Macleod (Coll), Linda Macleod (Tong), 
Chrisanne Macleod (Tong), Karina Macarthur (Back), 
Joan Macleod (Tolsta), David Murray (Gress)

Front: Donna Macdonald (Tolsta), Catherine 
Morrison (Back), Tony Duffy (Tong), Ann Mackenzie 
(Tolsta), Muriel Mackenzie (Gress)
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It will be sixty years this summer since many of our young 
girls left the island to attend Duncraig School, which 

was situated two miles from Kyle of Lochalsh.  In 1951 
four young girls left from the Loch a Tuath area: Catriona 
Morrison, Etta Ann MacLeod, Catriona MacLeod and Mary 
Ann MacLean, and Zina Gunn followed a year later. Here 
they tell about their memories of Duncraig School.

Leaving the Island

We were all aged 14 and for some of us it was our first trip 
across the Minch to the mainland. We sailed on the Loch 
Seaforth to Kyle. We then caught the train to Plockton and 
then to Duncraig. We were all very excited to be leaving 
home. Very few of us were home-sick, although on one 
occasion Catriona an Olaich remembers she was hanging 
out the washing on a beautiful day in Duncraig with Etta Ann 
and just wishing she was home. There were sixty girls in the 
school. They came from the Western Isles and Ross and 
Cromarty. The course lasted for two years although some 
only stayed for one year.

Routine

We were woken at 7.30 every morning, except at the week-
end when we had a lie-in to 8am. The gong was sounded for 
breakfast half an hour after we were woken. It was also used 
to summon us to dinner and supper. The girls who were on 
housewifery duties were up earlier as they had to feed the 
hens, turkeys and geese.  They had to collect the eggs and 
clean out the hen house daily, armed with their wheelbarrow 
and spade and in their wellington boots. We were in bed by 
9.30 and lights out was at 10pm.

The matron was Miss MacRae, known as ‘Starrag’ (Crow). 
She was very strict. Every morning we had to line up for a 
spoonful of cod liver oil. We were taught English, maths, 
needlework, art, music, cookery, laundry, flower arranging 
and flower pressing. The maths we were taught was measur-
ing rooms for lino or carpet and measuring windows for cur-
tains. The art teacher was to some of us a ‘hippy’, wearing 
no socks or stockings. Miss Milner was our music teacher 
and played the harp. She worked at the airport in Lewis dur-
ing the war. Miss MacKinnon was known as ‘granny’ to us. 
There was a gardener/handyman called Roddy who lived in 

MEMORIES OF DUNCRAIG SCHOOL
the grounds. He also looked after the boiler. It was also his 
job to kill poultry, a goose one year and a turkey the next 
year. Hens were killed throughout the year. It was the girls’ 
duty to pluck the poultry. Catriona Vixtan remembers one 
hen that was crawling with fleas. All she wanted to do when 
the chore was over was to have a bath.

The hens were kept in a small cage with no room to move 
around and they lost most of their feathers. This was the 
first time we came across battery farmed hens. They really 
looked a sorry sight. We had a hatchery where our chicks 
were hatched. A light was placed over the eggs, the eggs 
were turned round regularly and we watched the shells 
cracking open and the chicks coming out. Any extra eggs 
were pickled in buckets. 

On Saturdays we went to the bank in the school to draw our 
spending money for our trip to Kyle. The boys who attended 
Balmacara were also in Kyle for the day. We were warned 
not to speak to them but many of the girls ‘flirted’ with the 
boys! On Sundays there was no train running so we formed 
a crocodile and walked for two miles along the railway line 
to Plockton to church whether it rained, snowed or the sun 
shone. Each girl attended their own church and then the long 
walk back again.

Catriona Vixtan and Etta Ann Macleod 

We slept in dormitories with 5 to 8 girls in each one. The 
dormitories were named after the islands: Barra, Tiree, Coll, 
Islay, Lewis and Harris. One night a bedroom window was 
open and bats flew in. We had never seen bats before and 
they terrified us. One of the girls said that if they flew into 
your hair we would never get them out. We dived under the 
bed covers, pulled the sheet over our heads and waited for 
them to fly out again. There were plenty of bathrooms and 
we could have a bath at anytime. Once a week each dor-
mitory was given a set bath day so that Miss MacKinnon 
(Granny) could check that the bathroom had been left spot-
less. We were taught all aspects of sewing, different stitches 
and embroidery. We made our own uniform, which was a 
wine coloured box pleated skirt and a turquoise blouse. If 
the stitches were not correct they had to be taken out and 
redone. We made French knickers with a button on the side 
and a nightdress. There was a competition one year to deco-
rate a plain cream curtain. Catriona Vixtan won this with her 
stencil design in royal blue and yellow.  We were also taught 
how to wash and iron clothes. This was inspected and if not 
up to standard would have to be done again. 
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Duties

Housewifery duties included cleaning and polishing. The 
dining room consisted of two long tables and a short top 
table. These had to be polished with Min polish and plenty 
of elbow grease to make them shine. The kitchen had to be 
cleaned daily. We had to scrub the wooden table tops and 
also the floors. Catriona Vixtan remembers a very hot day 
on her hands and knees scrubbing the floor and thinking 
‘this is not what I want to do for the rest of my life’. It was 
also our duties to clean the teachers’ rooms and Catriona 
remembers having to clean the matron’s room one day. 
She had a list to follow which included ‘clean the cupboard’. 
There was no cupboard in the room, only a wardrobe. After 
much thought she decided the wardrobe was the cupboard 
mentioned in her notes. Matron walked in just as she started 
and demanded to know what she was doing in her wardrobe. 
She refused to listen to any explanation, put her out of the 
room and to this day she does not know what was meant to 
be ‘the cupboard’. 

Cookery duties included preparing our meals under the 
supervision of the teachers. Etta Ann remembers using a 
potato peeler for the very first time. It was extremely blunt 
but the girls were not allowed to use a knife. We were taught 
how to set tables and what the different cutlery was used for 
and where they were to be placed. The food was sparse; an 
allowance was given to each person. We served the meals 
and one large spoon of mince would have to do three pupils. 
We were always hungry and longed for a piece of plain loaf 
with a lump of cheese. Etta Ann and Catriona Vixtan decided 
to stop taking sugar in their tea and said they would start 
taking it again when they went home on holiday. When they 
got home and put the sugar in their tea it was too sweet. 
They have not taken sugar in their tea since then.

Breakfast was porridge, cornflakes or prunes every morning 
except for the weekend when we could have kippers. These 
were not fried but heated in hot water. We were allowed par-
cels from home which contained sweets, Mars bars and duff. 
We remember one day one of the girls receiving a marag. 
Our parcels were opened and their contents checked before 
they were given to us.

During the week at dinner break some of the girls would 
run down to the station when the Kyle train was due to go 
through and see if there were any Lewis folk aboard. If there 
was they were given sweets and sometimes money by the 
passengers.

Christmas

At Christmas we had a concert and a dance to which the 
Balmacara boys were invited. We composed our own poetry 
and dances and sang Gaelic songs to entertain the boys. 
We also had a party with all our own baking which went 
down well with the boys. The following is a poem written by 
Catriona an Olaich:

You are very welcome here
To watch all our displays

Of songs and dances, plays and mimes
In many different ways.

We hold a concert once a year
As we are sure you know

We practise hard as to make
A really worthwhile show.

We have a buffet through next door 
Where you can have some teas

And eatables of every kind
At reasonable fees.

We wipe and sweep and clean all day
To make the place look clean 
We polish floors and furniture

To get a lovely sheen.

Duncraig always for us girls
Where we have had such fun

To get the concert done.

After the Christmas celebrations there was the trip home 
on the Loch Seaforth. We looked forward to it for weeks but 
as the day drew closer and with the weather bad we were 
dreading the crossing. We had no seasick tablets in those 
days but it was good to be going home.

Every castle has its own ghost and ours was called the 
Green Lady. It was said she would meet you on the main 
staircase. We never saw her and wonder if the story was 
true. We were not allowed to use the main staircase, only 
the back one – maybe it was a deterrent!

Looking Back

On leaving we were all presented with a Certificate. Some 
of the girls continued on to further education in cooking and 
sewing skills. In hindsight we enjoyed the course. It was a 
very strict regime and all we learnt has been put to good 
use. We still iron our clothes in the way we were taught 
expecting them to be examined by the teachers!

Murdina a’ Pheel, Catriona an Olaich,
Catriona Vixtan, Joan Cumming
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FROM THE 
MANSE
Dig Deeper

Last month’s ‘Bible Books’ riddle proved to be quite a chal-
lenge for some of our readers.  However, having set a little 
time aside and with more than a little patience many of you 
were able to de-code the paragraph successfully and find all 
sixteen Bible books.

Reading the Bible itself can be challenging at times.  
Perhaps as we read some passages we find it difficult to 
de-code and understand fully what is being said.  At times 
we need to be patient and persist with our reading.  We all 
need the prayerful plea of the Psalmist as he cries, ‘Open 
my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law’ 
(Psalm 119:18). 

The bumble bee will enter flower after flower, and after 
spending some considerable time in each, will emerge laden 
with pollen.  It enters the flower empty and comes out full.  
We would all do well to adopt the attitude of the bumble 
bee as we approach the Bible.  If we are prepared to spend 
more time in God’s Word, reading and inwardly digesting it, 
we too will leave full of Scriptural pollen.  

The temptation for many of us is to jump from one favour-
ite passage to another, but getting little from our reading.  
Perhaps it is time to dig deeper and spend a little more time 
reading and reflecting upon what we read.  If we are willing 
to read and reflect we will appreciate the Bible better. One 
Bible reader testifies to the difference a little extra digging 
did for her:

I supposed I knew my Bible, reading piecemeal - hit or miss. 
Now a bit of John or Matthew, now a snatch of Genesis,
Certain chapters of Isaiah, certain Psalms, the twenty-third,
Twelfth of Romans, first of Proverbs; Yes I thought I knew 
the Word.
But I found a thorough reading was a different thing to do,
And the way was unfamiliar when I read the Bible through.
You who treat the crown of writings as you treat no other 
book – 
Just a paragraph disjointed, just a crude, impatient look – 
Try a worthier procedure; try a broad and steadier view.
You will kneel in very rapture when you read the Bible 
through.

A Christian miner once called to see a fellow-Christian and 
asked him, ‘Where are you gleaning today?’  ‘In Romans 
chapter 8’ he replied.  Several weeks later he called at the 
miner’s cottage and found his friend, as usual studying his 
Bible and still at Romans chapter 8!  ‘Why, you were dig-
ging into that chapter when I called to see you some weeks 
ago,’ he said.  His friend replied, ‘Aye, sir, I’m sinking a shaft 
there.’ 

Are you prepared to sink a shaft into your Bible reading plan 
and dig a little deeper?  Should you be willing to do so, you 
too will discover many ‘wondrous things’ in the Word.

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services in 
Back and Tong during May 2011 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 1 May
12 Noon:  Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 8 May
10.30am:  Mr Stan Gowdy
12 Noon:  Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 15 May
10.30am:  Mr Iain Macrae
12 Noon:  Mr Joe Macphee (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 22 May
10.30am:  Rev Calum I Macleod
12 Noon:  Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 29 May
12 Noon:  Rev Calum I Macleod (Baptism)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 1 May
10.30am:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 8 May
6pm:   Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

Sunday 15 May
12 Noon:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 22 May
6pm:   Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

Sunday 29 May
6pm:   Mr Iain R Morrison

SERVICE TIMES
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AN OVERSEAS 
POSTING
My name is Sheena Urquhart (nighean Ishbel agus Willie 
Basher). I have been married to Richard for nearly fourteen 
years and we have one son, Cameron, who will be 11 this 
year.  This is a short account of our one and only overseas 
posting with the RAF.

With Richard nearing the end of his RAF career, we decided 
that it would be a shame never to have had a posting 
overseas.  Our choices were Cyprus, Portugal, Belgium 
or Germany and after a lot of consideration we decided 
Germany was the one for us. In August 2007 we found 
out we had the posting we wanted at Ramstein Airbase in 
Germany.  Ramstein Airbase is part of the Kaiserslautern 
Military Community, which at 54,000 Americans is the larg-
est concentration of U.S. citizens outside of the States.  It 
is also home to the NATO Allied Air Command HQ which is 
where Richard would be working as a computer hardware 
technician.  Ramstein is also where casualties from Iraq and 
Afghanistan are transported to for treatment at the nearby 
Landstuhl Medical centre.

On the 30th of January 2008 we set off on our journey 
from RAF Waddington in Lincolnshire where we had been 
posted for five years. We stayed overnight in Folkestone 
before taking the Chunnel to France the following morning.  
Our snowy journey took us through France, Belgium and 
Luxembourg, before arriving in Germany, our home for the 
next three years.

Italy, 2008

The journey on the Autobahn was interesting. There were 
lots of signs to a place called Ausfahrt which we thought 
must be a very large town.  We found out later this is the 
German for exit! We arrived at our hotel and were ready for 
something to eat, but where do you go? Well, we decided 
the nearest place was going to do us that night, although 
Richard was not quite sure what to do with the plate of salad 
he was presented with after his starter as he hadn’t ordered 
it,  but again this is the German way,  you get your salad 
separately from your main meat dish.  After looking around 
to see others dig in he thought when in Rome, or Germany.

We stayed in the hotel for four days as it took about a week 
for our furniture to arrive from England.  Our first impres-
sions of the house were, this can’t all be ours; it was so 
big compared to the quarters we were used to back in the 

U.K.  Our furniture arrived and we never did have a problem 
wondering where everything was going to fit; it was more of 
a case of we needed more to fill the house! We hadn’t been 
there five minutes when the neighbours were coming over to 
introduce themselves. Most of the neighbours were Brits but 
we also had some American and Dutch families live nearby.

We visited Cameron’s new school the following day. Now 
that was a bit of a shock; only 56 children in the whole 
school compared to the 200 plus he was used to.  It was a 
British school but had a variety of nationalities in it.  I later 
became a Teaching Assistant in the school, working there for 
two and a half years.

The first of our European adventures was in the March when 
we went to Switzerland for three days.  We drove to a beau-
tiful little town called Kandersteg.  It was like driving into a 
postcard picture, just how we always imagined Switzerland 
would look.  We had always planned to make the most of 
our time in Germany to visit as many places as possible. 
Other trips we made while in Europe included to Italy, where 
we stayed at Camp Derby near Pisa. Italian food was not 
as good as we were expecting, but Florence was one of the 
most beautiful places we have ever seen, and yes we did 
visit the gold shops!

View from hotel in Switzerland

There was an organised Ski Trip to Feldberg, which we just 
had to go on, even just for a laugh.  Cameron went to ski 
school and did really well.  Richard and I also went to adult 
ski school. Well, that was a bit of a disaster for me especial-
ly; I nearly ran over the ski instructor because I never man-
aged to master the skill of stopping.  Richard did a lot better 
and was allowed up the small hill, but the weather closed in 
on us before he got to it, but all in all it was an experience 
which we probably will never repeat.

Feldberg, we survived! 
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In the summer we visited Oberammergau in Bavaria, where 
they have the passion play every ten years.  We stayed in a 
B&B owned by a lovely English lady married to a German.  
We visited King Ludwig’s Castles, Schloss Neuschwanstein, 
on which the Disney Castle is based, and Schloss Linderhof. 
We also visited Berlin, where we saw Checkpoint Charlie 
and the remains of the Berlin Wall.  Munich was another 
holiday where we visited Dachau Concentration camp, which 
was a very strange place to visit knowing what people went 
through, and witnessing where bodies had been piled high 
with no dignity or compassion.  It was an experience but not 
one we would repeat.

Richard and Cameron at Idar Oberstein church 

There were also lots of other places to visit nearby such 
as Heidelberg, with a lovely view from the castle over the 
Rhine River. We had a trip on the Rhine which included a 
typical Oompah band and some good German food.  On the 
way back to dock the boats all gathered and we watched 
a firework display.  It was lovely to watch in shadows of 
all the Castles dotted along the Rhine. Idar Oberstein was 
another of our favourite places to visit.  It was a small town 
which had a long gem mining tradition.  I went on a school 
trip to the mines and it was just amazing to see the gems 
in their natural state.  But to go to the town and see them 
made into jewellery, well you can imagine, I was like a child 
in a sweetie shop.  Every second shop is a jeweller and has 
such a huge variety of ornaments and stones, it’s just amaz-
ing.  The town also has the most incredible church which is 

built into the side of a rock overlooking the river. Food and 
wine festivals were another great day out, sampling lots of 
different foods and wines, well it would be rude not to.

Checkpoint Charlie, Berlin

We thoroughly enjoyed our three year tour of Germany and 
wish we could do it all again,  but it was back to reality for 
us in February this year to RAF Leuchars in Fife, back to 
expensive fuel, shopping and a lack of jobs.  We hope you 
enjoyed reading about our experiences, and would recom-
mend a visit to Germany to anyone.

Gerard A Blane BSc MChs
Podiatry

07969821404
Podiatry Treatments • By Appointment Only

Back Pharmacy
Next Clinics: Thursday 26th May, 30th June, 25th 

August, 29th September, 27th October, 
24th November, 29th December.

For an Appointment please call
820333

Bible Books
These are the answers to the puzzle in last month’s issue, 
with 16 Bible books hidden in this passage. How many 
did you find?
I once made a reMark of the hidden books of the Bible. 
Merely by a fLuke it kept people looKings o hard for the 
fActs and for the others it was a Revelation. Some were 
in a Jam especially since the names of the books were not 
capitalised. But the tRuth finally struck home to Numbers 

of our readers. To others it was a real Job. We want it to be 
Amost fascinating few moments for you. YEsthere will be 
some really difficult ones to spot. Others may require Judges 
to help them. I will quickly admiT it usually takes a minister 
to find one of them. There will be loud Lamentations when it 
is found. A little lady says sHe brews a cup of tea so she can 
concentrate better. See how well you can comPete. Relax 
now for there are really sixteen names of the Bible hidden in 
this paragraph. 
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Alexander John Maclennan, or as he is probably better 
known, Alex a’ Ghrass, is regarded by people who know 
about such things as one of the silkiest, most skilled 
and talented footballers to ever play for the Back team.

Alex was called up to active service in 1941 and after doing 
his six weeks square bashing at Fort George, and having a 
spot of leave at home in Back, he was shipped out to India 
on the Strathmore. They were attacked in the Mediterranean 
Sea by German bombers but Alex was fortunate to come 
through that little episode unscathed.  They eventually land-
ed in Bombay (Mumbai) and then made their way to Deolali 
for further military training.  He was on the Indian sub-
continent until 1946 so that was effectively five years during 
which he was unable to play for the Back team.

His war service was in India and Burma. He was part of a 
group which was flown in behind Japanese lines, slept dur-
ing the day and by night blew up the railway which p.o.w.’s 
were building during the day. The photograph shows Alex, 
on the right, and a colleague just after rolling up their para-
chutes following a practice jump.

During his “down time” he played for various army teams 
including a select team which played against the Tommy 
Walker All Stars team.  The army team was selected from 
various companies and Alex was chosen as the left back. 
The All Stars team was composed of servicemen who were 
professional footballers in peacetime. As well as the great 
Hearts, Chelsea and Scotland star, the team had the ver-
satile all-round sportsman, Denis Compton.  Compton was 
capped by England during the Second World War 12 times, 
but never in a full official match. He also had an illustrious 
career as an English test cricketer spending the whole of his 
cricket career with Middlesex and the whole of his football 
career at Arsenal. If Alex remembers correctly the game was 
played in Karachi but the one thing he’s fairly certain about 
is that they lost!  

One game which he did win though was the 72nd Indian 
Para Brigade Championship in 1945.   He won the cup in 

the photograph for that feat and the inscription on the cup 
reads:

12TH  PARA . SQDN.
WINNERS

72  IND.  PARA  BDE
SOCCER  CHAMPIONSHIP

1945
A.  MACLENNAN

Also, he was part of the team which won the 2nd Indian 
Airborne Division Championship in 1945 and for that he 
won the medal which is attached to the cup. And, as he 
says himself, “in those days we played with a goalie, two 
full backs, three half backs and five forwards”. At that time 
he was playing left back although later on when playing for 
the Back team he played inside right.  He can still recall his 
army team:

Vasey
Short                        Maclennan

Thomson       Barnes          O’ Donnell
Carroll   Needham       Conlon     Cartledge   Vardey

The days of ‘strikers’, ‘the channels’, ‘4 4 2’, ‘4 2 4’ and play-
ing for ‘a result’ were a long way in the future.

There were three sergeants in the team, namely, Short, 
Carroll and Needham.  He recalls that Barnes and 
O’ Donnell were outstanding players.  Conlon was a 
Glaswegian and also very skilled and Vasey, the goalkeeper, 
was a Geordie.

They gave Alex the nickname ‘Big Knees’ which it is 
believed came about, not due to his having particularly big 
knees, but because his knees appeared to be a continua-
tion of his very well developed thigh muscles. This is evident 
in the photograph of the 1947 Back team even although he 
is sitting between two of the most powerfully built players 
ever to play for the team - his brother John (Iain) and Murdo 
Macleod (Murachadh Aonghais Dhomnuill). 

Alex then joined the Merchant Navy round about 1949/50. 
So, most of the games he played for the team were in the 
years between 1946 and when he left home to go to sea. 
Like many others of his age the war years robbed him, and 
us, of some of his best footballing years.

BACK FOOTBALLERS OF YESTERYEAR

Back FC, 1947
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Owing to the passing of the years there are not many people 
left who can testify to Alex’s playing abilities from firsthand 
experience.  But one of the few remaining people who can 
is Murdo ‘Biodan Narrow’ Macleod.  Now, as most of us 
probably know Murdo hails from the wrong shore of Broad 
Bay – Point.  So, when praise comes from the enemy camp 
we can be sure that it is praise indeed.  Murdo is one of the 
doyens of Lewis football and a former player and Point team 
official.

In a recent conversation with Murdo he related how there 
was never a player in Lewis football whom he would rather 
watch play than Alex, apart from ‘Stoodie’ Mackay who was 
a most prolific scorer for the Point team.  He recalls that 
Alex’s talents were not based on speed or strength, but 
more on subtle skills and an excellent reading of the game, 
as he sent players the wrong way with a jink here and a feint 
there.  Although they were the possessors of rather different 
talents he thought that if he and Stoodie had played together 
they would have made a formidable partnership.  When 
interviewed by Eric Mackinnon for the Field of Memories 
series in the Hebridean newspaper of November 4th 2005 
he recalled a game between Back and Point and put it this 
way:

“I remember a league decider between the two great rivals 
but, alas for us Rudhachs, it was a 5-0 thrashing from a 
really good Back team which saw them lift the league. The 
inside right half was one of the best players ever seen on 
this island, Alex Maclennan, who was known as Alec a’ 
Grass (sic).  I would have loved to have seen himself and 
the great ‘Stoodie’ Mackay in the same team.”  

Wishful thinking Murdo!  There weren’t sufficient funds in 
Point to lure any of the Back players, but, come to think of 
it Alex did go to Point for a wife.  However, she has been 
blessed with the good sense to have been a resident of the 
Back district for over fifty years now!

Malcolm Macdonald, another long time observer of the local 
football scene, recalls a conversation with the late Roddy 
‘Raleigh’ Macleod, who played at left back for United and 
Roddy was bemoaning how difficult it was to play against 
Alex.  “The closest I ever got to him was standing at the bar 
after the game,” was Raleigh’s complaint!

About forty to fifty years ago when the ‘old crocks’ team 
started to play exhibition games the late Louis ‘Quinn’ 
Macleod, himself a footballer of no mean repute, said to 
Alex’s uncle - “Willie, get your nephew Alex to play and half 
the island would turn out to see him.”

According to D A ‘Cab’ Stewart, who as a young lad remem-
bers Alex playing, when the ball came to Alex, regardless 
of whether it was high or low, whether he took it with his 
foot, his knee, his head or his chest, it came to an instan-
taneous stop at his feet.  In other words, he killed it stone 
dead.  These are the skills which can be seen today from 
players in the top echelons of world football, Barcelona, 
Chelsea, Manchester United et al, but are all too rarely seen 
in Scottish football.  Alex despairs nowadays when watching 
Scottish football when players try to control the ball and it 
runs away for three or four yards.  He shakes his head and 
says, “Surely professional footballers should be able to con-
trol the ball.”  He is unimpressed!

‘Biodan Narrow’ uses the word ‘crouched’ to describe the 
stance adopted by Alex to shield the ball.  He found it dif-
ficult to describe but it sounded to me rather like the stance 

adopted by a raptor when it spreads its wings out shielding 
its prey after capture.  He would keep the ball between his 
feet and his body over the top of it and this made him very 
difficult to dispossess.

It is rather obvious from the foregoing that Alex’s skills and 
talents were held in the highest regard by the footballing 
cognoscenti. The Back FC 75th Anniversary book quotes the 
word used in 1948 at the time he was chosen for the Lewis 
Select squad (pictured below) to play against Arbroath.  The 
word was “classy”.

Back: W Young (Trainer);  “Ston” Campbell (Point); Angus 
Murray (Back); Malcolm Murray (West Side); M M Macleod 
(Carloway) Captain; John Graham (Back); Alfred Kelly (Back); 
Arthur Smith (Athletic); Torquil Macleod (Stornoway Football 
Association); Peter Craigmyle (Referee).

Front: Dan Macaskill (Back); A J Macaskill (Back); Montgomery 
(Lochs); Sandy Macleod (West Side); Adam Macleod (Rovers); 
Murdo Macleod (Back); Alex Maclennan (Back).

Reporting in the Gazette in 1949 on a game between Back 
and Rovers the correspondent described Alex’s contribution 
as “a lovely display”.

Alex, like many football fans, is rather disillusioned by the 
way the game is played today.  To quote him as he sits 
watching his beloved Glasgow Rangers - “Oh, bhuam-sa 
thugad-sa”.  As one can infer from the tone of the quotation, 
the negative style of play which is so evident in the modern 
game does not overly enthuse him.

So, in conclusion, it would appear from contemporaneous 
newspaper reports and the various eyewitnesses that Alex 
was possessed of a great talent for playing the ‘beautiful 
game’ and was one of the finest players to ever play for 
the Back team.  Unfortunately, WWII and the need to join 
the Merchant Navy in order to earn a living restricted the 
number of appearances he made for the Back team. The 
one word which would appear to sum it all up is - CLASSY.

A recent photo of Alex enjoying the sunshine
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Mod Successes
We are so proud of the achievements of Sgoil a’ Bhac pupils 
at the recent local Mod. Thanks to all the pupils, staff, parents 
and friends in the community who helped in any way. Below 
is a list of the prizewinners not included in last month’s issue. 

Accordion Under 13, 1st - Stephen Drummond; Best Actor/
Actress - Leanne Macdonald; Primary Overall Literary, 
1st – Catriona Bain; Duet Singing Girls 13-18 Fluent, 1st – 
Mairi and Annabel Maclennan; Fiddle 13-18, 3rd - Tearlach 
Barden; Fiddle Under 13, 3rd – Gavin Marnoch; Folk Group 
(Primary), 3rd – Sgoil a’ Bhac; Melodeon Under 13, 1st – 
Catriona Bain, 2nd – Ann Marie Macdonald; Melodeon 13-18, 
3rd – Mairi Maclennan; Sgeulachd Open Secondary, 2nd 
- Sharyn Ferguson; Solo Singing Boys 9-12 Fluent, 2nd – 
Gavin Marnoch; Solo Singing Girls 5-8 Fluent, 2nd – Hannah 
Macleod; The Most Promising Melodeon Player in the Loch 
a Tuath Area – Leanne Macdonald; Unison Singing (School 
Roll 51 pupils or more), 1st – Bun-sgoil a’ Bhac; Unison 
Boys U13, 1st – Sgoil a’ Bhac; Unison Singing Puirt a Beul 
(Secondary), 2nd – Ard-sgoil a’ Bhac

Putting Pupils at the Centre of their Learning
Infant classes presented their learning to parents during an 
open session last month. Both EP1/2 and GP 1/2 began the 
session, on Wednesday 23 March with group presentations. 
Individual pupils then showed parents jotters, ICT resources 
such as Education City and class/corridor wall displays, to 
explain what they have been learning. Parents also carried 
out experiments in the GP1/2 class, to identify a range of aro-
mas, as part of the class project on the senses. Evaluations 
showed that parents loved the opportunity to browse though 
their child’s work and to discuss their learning. This follows 
the Pupil-led learning evenings held at the end of Term 2 for 
P3—S2.

‘Enterprising’ Learning through Masterclass and Rich 
Tasks
Pupils in Primary and Secondary are learning in a more 
‘enterprising’ way, through Masterclass weeks in Primary and 
weekly Rich Tasks in Secondary.

This term’s Rich Tasks include: John Muir Trust Award 
Environmental Learning project; Junior Librarians (running 
the school library and story-time sessions for infant classes); 
Dynamic Youth Awards; and a cross-curricular project on 
Brazil. Through these initiatives, the aim is to give pupils 
opportunities to make choices about their learning and to help 
them to develop as responsible citizens, successful learners, 
confident individuals and effective contributors.

Science Festival
Primary and Secondary workshops were held in Back School 
on Thursday 17 March, as part of the Lewis & Harris Science 
Festival. In the morning, Kirsty Morrison, one of the organis-
ers of the festival, led ‘Explore Science Scotland’ sessions 
with Primary pupils, and in the afternoon, a biologist and 
engineer from AMEC gave S1/S2 pupils a talk on renewable 
energy.

Healthy Working 
Lives
As part of the 
Healthy Working 
Lives initiative, 
a Health Drop-
in Session was 
arranged for staff 
on Wednesday 20 
April (9-1pm). 

Healthy Working 
Lives repre-
sentative Norma 
Macleod and 
Community 
Nurses Susan 
Thomson and Jill 
Donnelly were 
available to take 
blood pressure, BMI assessments and general information on 
health issues. Over twenty staff attended and each was given 
a ‘Personal Stress Monitor’ which provided an indication of 
stress levels (and much amusement!) during the day. 

Thanks are due to the Back School Healthy Working Lives 
Co-ordinator, Chrisell Macleod, for organising the event and 
providing staff with regular information on health issues at 
staff meetings, not to mention the delicious bowls of fresh 
fruit salad!

Best Wishes
We send Christine Stewart, former auxiliary at Back School, 
best wishes on her retirement. Twenty former colleagues 
enjoyed a presentation dinner with Christine at the Crown 
Hotel on the evening of Tuesday 22 March, to mark the end 
of her service, which began in October 1993.

Walking for Emily 
Pupils and staff participated in a sponsored walk on Monday 
21 March, raising £444.08 for the Emily Tearse Fund.

Classes will participate in a recording of ‘Emily’s Song’ 
on Wednesday 11 May, to contribute further to the fund. 
Composed by Music teacher, Avril Duncan, and Emily’s class, 
the song will be available on iTunes and possibly CD. 

CNES Policy on School Lets
Please note that, following CNES’s recent decision to 
enforce a 2009 ruling banning overtime, Relief Janitor, Willie 
Macdonald (Tel: 820554/ 07775335096) will be the first con-
tact from 3.30pm Mon-Fri and at weekends. Tuesday and 
Wednesday evenings are designated for subsidised evening 
lets, but any groups which wish to book the school outwith 
these times, will have to pay the full CNES charges, including 
Janitorial and energy costs.

SGOIL A’ BHAC
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Both sessions began with class presentations to parents

Kirsty Morrison leading the ‘Explore Science Scotland’ session

The Back School Cross-country team which came second in the Western Isles Cross Country Championships

S1 and S2 pupils all did First Aid training 
during Term 3

GM P1 pupil shows parents her learning
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TONG SCHOOL
Hebridean Science Festival 2011

During the Hebridean Science Festival held in March, pupils 
from the P5/6/7 class were invited to prepare and present 
a PowerPoint presentation on renewable energy and eco-
awareness. Pupils from schools around the island had the 
chance to listen and learn from our eco-experts! While 
attending the event the Tong pupils were able to participate 
in some of the other activities on offer including a talk from 
well-known children’s presenter Johnny Ball.

The P3/4 class participated in a K-Nex Challenge within their 
own classroom. This hands-on challenge produced many 
interesting creations which were then shared with the P1/2 
class.

Annual Children’s Mod

Congratulations to Jason Beaton, P4 and Eilidh Ferguson, 
P3 who were awarded 2nd and 3rd place respectively in 
their poetry recitation competitions. The whole school is 
proud of their achievements.

Wind Farm Exhibition

As part of our ongoing awareness of renewable energy, 
P5/6/7 visited the Wind Farm Exhibition held recently in 
Martin’s Memorial Hall. The class particularly enjoyed the 
Virtual Display which enabled them to see first hand just 
how much of the wind turbines would actually be visible from 
the school and their homes. It was also interesting to learn 
about the Bernera Wave Farm Project as well as listening 
and speaking directly to those involved in the project.

Walking a Mile for Emily

On Thursday 24th March the whole school including the 
nursery participated in a fitness fundraiser for young Emily 
Tearse who attends Back Primary School. Pupils were given 
the challenge of walking the equivalent of a mile around the 
playground and were encouraged to donate a pound each. 
Over £100 pounds was raised in support of Emily and her 
family. As a school we would like to wish Emily all the best 
for her continued treatment. After the walk Primary 3/4 wrote 
cinquains (poems of five lines) to reflect on the event.

Walk 
boiling, fun 
sponsoring, jogging, 
thinking
I was thinking of 
Emily
Walk
Krysta Bray P3

Mile
healthy, fit
racing, talking, counting
raising money for Emily
Mile
Chiemene MacDonald P3 

Stroll
cold, healthy
running, walking, counting
raising money for Emily
Stroll
Steven MacAulay P4

P1/2 Katie Morag/ Scottish Assembly

The P1/2 Katie Morag topic concluded with the pupils hold-
ing their own Katie Morag/ Scottish Assembly. The children 
came to school dressed as characters from the storybooks 
or in Scottish dress. A well prepared Primary 1 and 2 shared 
their learning with the whole school and everyone joined 
in with a “Mairi’s Wedding” sing-a-long to end this special 
assembly. 

New Pupil

Staff and pupils warmly welcome new pupil, Victoria Mason, 
into Primary 7. We hope she enjoys her final term of Primary 
education in Tong School. 

Personal Achievement

Congratulations to Ronan P6 on receiving a pass with merit 
following his recent guitar exam. 

A tired but happy P3 and P4 after their walk for Emily At the Wind Farm Exhibition
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New Member of Staff

Staff and pupils wish to convey a sincere welcome to our 
newly appointed cleaner, Mr Jason Wiltshire. We trust Jason 
will enjoy working at Tong School.

Young Writers’ Poetry Competition

Following the success of their counterparts in P3-7, some 
pupils in Primary 1 and 2 will also experience seeing their 
own work in print. The pupils wrote acrostic poems based 
on their own names and the book of poetry will be published 
later in the year. Well done to all! 

Football

Well done to our football team on coming overall second 
in the Five A-side Football competition recently held in the 
Sports Centre! The team consisting of Gregor, Kenneth and 
Mark (all P7), John (P6) and Jamie and Ben (P5) drew in 
their match against Point A, lost to Back A and Shawbost 
and won their games against Lochs and Back B. After 
making it into the top four teams, they then had to replay 
Shawbost resulting in a 1-0 win for Shawbost. The boys 
played extremely well and showed true team spirit!

Scottish Placenames Quiz Answers
1. Lewis; 2. Prestwick; 3. Ayr; 4. Biggar; 5. Melrose; 6. Scone; 7. Cuillin;  8. Kirkwall; 9. St Andrews; 10. Stirling; 11. 
Glencoe; 12. Bannockburn; 13. Dunfermline; 14. Braemor; 15. Elgin; 16. Carstairs; 17. Motherwell; 18. Gourock; 19. 
Alloa; 20. Aviemore; 21. West Kilbride; 22. Bathgate; 23. Fortrose; 24. Kinglassie; 25. Earlsferry; 26. Musselburgh; 27. 
Skye; 28. Applecross; 29. Hamilton; 30. Portree; 31. Old Monkland; 32. Kinloss; 33. Eaglesham; 34. Livingstone; 35. 
Holyrood; 36. Queensferry; 37. Kirkcudbright; 38. Abernethy; 39. Govan; 40. Kismul; 41. Muckhart; 42. Forfar; 43. Largo; 
44. Selkirk; 45. Galloway

At the Wind Farm Exhibition

Victoria Mason New Staff Member
Mr Jason Wiltshire

P3 and 4 Knex Challenge during the Hebridean Science Festival

P1 and 2 entertaining us with a Scottish Assembly
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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FUTURE CHEF FINAL
Jane Macinnes, who is thirteen years old and on S2 in Sgoil a’ Bhac, recently took part in Future Chef, a nation-
wide cookery competition for 12-16 year olds. Almost eight thousand students entered the competition. Having 
won the North of Scotland heat in Inverness, Jane travelled to London for the national final, which involved twelve 
finalists from all over the UK. Here she tells us a bit about the experience.

After winning the North of Scotland heat in Inverness, the next step was a trip to London where the National Final of Future 
Chef was to be held.  I got a list of ingredients to cook with a few weeks beforehand. Out of these ingredients, I had to 
choose which ingredients I wanted to cook with. After many suggestions and ideas a menu was drawn up: pan seared fil-
lets of Anglesey sea bass with a lemon butter sauce, creamy potatoes and seasonal vegetables for the main course and 
for my dessert, chocolate fondant with a raspberry coulis and a quenelle of vanilla cream. After I had decided what dishes I 
was to cook I started to practise my courses to perfection! I did lots of practising at school with my Home Economics teach-
er Mrs Campbell, at home and in Lews Castle College, where I was mentored by Eddie Richardson. 

I was nervous before we left as everybody was wishing me luck. I had to pack a suitcase full with all my pans, pots and 
cutlery. You name it, I had it! In the end we reached London safe and sound, ready for the competition.

On the day of the competition all twelve competitors from different regions all over the UK left early in the morning on a bus 
to reach Westminster Kingsway College in time. We were all given chef’s whites on the day with our names engraved in 
them so we looked the part. Then all twelve of us were led into the kitchen where we would spend the next two hours pre-
paring our dishes.

During the competition, the kitchen was very hot and stuffy as the competitors, the judges and staff from the college were 
all crammed into it but the competitors all got their heads down and started working. Ready, steady, cook!

Thankfully I got my dishes out in time. I never thought I would be glad to be doing the dishes but I was and then I could 
breathe a huge sigh of relief. Afterwards there was a prize giving. There I met with famous celebrity chefs like Brian Turner 
and Ainsley Harriott. It was fantastic and they both gave me lovely advice. I was not placed but I won great prizes, including 
£100, three recipe books, a food processor, a plate with ‘National Finalist’ written on it and my chef’s whites. Even though 
I did not come placed I thoroughly enjoyed the experience and was thrilled to reach the national final. I will definitely keep 
cooking!

Chocolate Fondant Dessert (Serves 4)

Ingredients
85g caster sugar
150g butter plus extra for greasing
150g dark chocolate (70% cocoa solids)
3 egg yolks
3 whole eggs
1tbsp plain flour
Cocoa powder to dust inside ramekins

Method
1. Preheat oven to 160ºC/Gas 2.
2. Brush the ramekins with melted butter and then dust liberally with cocoa, shaking out any excess.
3. Slowly melt the chocolate and butter in a small bowl set over a pan of hot water, then take off the heat and stir until smooth. Leave to  
 cool for 5 mins.
4. Using an electric whisk, whisk the whole egg, egg yolk and sugar until pale and thick, then incorporate the chocolate mixture.
5. Sift the flour over the mixture and gently fold in, using a whisk. 
6. Pour into a jug and divide between the ramekins. Bake for 12-15 mins – until there is a crack on the top – it should still be soft inside.
7. Turn the chocolate fondants out on to a plate.

Jane in her chef’s whites Jane with Ainsley Harriott



20

Occasions Florist 
Tel No: 706616       

Tel No: 705656
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden 
Centre
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GOLF DRIVING RANGE NOW OPEN
Back Football and Recreation Club’s golf driving range is now open for business. Anyone wishing to practise their golf 

swing can now do so in one of the eight sheltered bays provided. By inserting a token into a machine, users can get 
access to golf balls, either 25 balls at a cost of £2.50 or 50 balls at a cost of £3.50. Tokens to operate the machine are 
available at four outlets: Gordon’s, Spar, Stornoway Golf Club and Back Football and Recreation Club itself. The machine 
will be able to dispense balls from 9am till 9pm from Monday to Saturday. Please note that the driving range will not be 
open on Sunday. In the winter the range will be floodlit at night. People must use the balls provided by the machine, 
although they should bring their own clubs. There are some children’s clubs available at the centre. Children under the age 
of 11 must be supervised by an adult, and children from 11-16 need to first undertake an induction course. If you wish to 
sign your child up for the induction course then contact Willie Macdonald at the centre.

The initiative to set up a golf driving range was set in motion a few years ago following a suggestion made by Calum 
Maclean, Clerk of the Upper Coll Grazings Committee. The Committee of Back Football and Recreation Club then made 
enquiries and two years ago they approached Club Golf Scotland, Sport Scotland, HIE and the Western Isles Council to 
secure funding for a driving range.  Club Golf Scotland has the aim that every child in the country should have access 
to golf facilities and their North of Scotland rep, Willie Mackay, was keen to see something of this nature available in the 
Western Isles. The Lewis and Harris Sports Council were also very keen to see work on a driving range proceed. Once 
funding was secured the work to erect a shelter and prepare the range began, and it has been completed by local vol-
unteers. The effort by some to make the range a reality was immense, and these people are to be commended for their 
enthusiasm and commitment, and for that the Recreation Club are indebted to them. Back Football and Recreation Club 
would also like to thank Upper Coll Grazings Committee for their kind donation of the land, which is greatly appreciated. 

Before returning home from his eight-year spell in Uganda, Kenny 
John Mackenzie was presented with a commemorative photo by 
Professor O Palmer Robertson, African Bible University. 

The inscription on the photo reads: 

With gratitude to God for
Kenneth J Mackenzie

Who answered God’s call to Uganda for the advancement of the 
saving gospel of Jesus Christ

And the construction of African Bible University, A.D. 2003-2011.
‘The LORD…filled him with the Spirit of God…to cut and set 
stones, to work in wood and to engage in all kinds of artistic 

craftsmanship’ (Exodus 35: 30-33).

Duncan Maclean, Committee Member, and Calum Maclean, 
Clerk of the Upper Coll Grazings Committee, trying out the ball 

dispensing machine

Members of Stornoway Golf Club trying out the range
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If you have a recent prescription, bring it along to take advantage of our excellent offers. 
Telephone 0845 223 9224 for more information.

specsavers.co.uk

SPECSAVERSOPTICIANS

IS COMING TO THE 
ISLES OF HARRIS AND LEWIS

Monday 23 May 2011 – Harris Hotel, Tarbert, Isle of Harris 
Tuesday 24 - Friday 27 May 2011 – Laxdale Hall, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis 

Please telephone 0845 223 9224 for an appointment or for more details
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Fishing

The cry of fresh herring for sale on the street has been very 
much appreciated throughout the district during the last few 
weeks.  One gentleman with a grey horse and float, another 
with a touring car, make their rounds when herrings are avail-
able.  In Back in previous years and especially during the 
summer months, haddocks were the staple diet, but haddocks 
are unprocurable.  A crew of local fishermen ventured out to 
sea last week and met with poor results, only a few fish to the 
share were obtained.

Missing

Murdo Morrison, 10 Coll, a merchant seaman, has been miss-
ing since his vessel was reported “overdue, feared lost”, several 
months ago.

Obituary

We deeply regret to announce the passing of Mr Angus Smith 
(Aonghais Thearlaich), No. 13 Coll, which occurred on 24th 
April.  The deceased, who was aged 69 years, was able to be 
about his ordinary duties until less than two months previous 
to his passing.  Mr Smith was born at 6 Lower Shader, Barvas, 
but was brought up in his grandfather’s house in Coll.  When a 
young man, he came under the influence of the Truth and was 
ordained to the office of deacon and afterwards in eldership.  
He was held in high esteem and was a much respected office-
bearer.  A man of peace, who feared and loved his Lord and 
Master, he was very impressive in prayer and his removal is a 
severe loss to the Free Church congregation of Back.  He lived 
a life of faith – he comforted his daughter just within an hour 
of his death by giving her an assurance that her husband, who 
was missing, his ship being sunk through enemy action, was 
safe and well.  There was no word by letter from him then, but 
the following day, the day of his burial, a letter came from his 
son-in-law, Donald Murray, stating that he was well, although a 
prisoner of war in enemy occupied territory.  The sympathy of 
the whole community goes out to the bereaved family.

Good News

We are glad to report that letters have now been received 
from three merchant seamen who were reported missing some 
months ago – Donald Murray, 13 Coll, Murdo Campbell, 2 
Upper Coll, and Donald William Macrae, 33 Back.  They 
were members of the crew of a British steamer which was 
sunk by a raider in the Indian Ocean when homeward bound 
last November.  It appears that they were taken prisoners and 
landed in enemy occupied territory.

Wedding

A pretty wedding of much local interest took place recently at 
61 Back (the home of the bride), when Chirsty Bell, second 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Allan Macdonald, was united in mat-
rimony to Donald John, third son of the late Mrs Maclennan 
and Mr John Maclennan, 33 High Hill, Scalpay, Harris.  Rev 
R Mackenzie officiated.  The bride, who was given away by 
Mr John Graham (Bruce), 13 Upper Coll, looked beautiful in 

a gown of 
white satin 
with veil 
and shoes to 
match.  She 
was attended 
by her sister, 
Barbara, who 
was dressed in blue.  The duties of groomsman were ably 
performed by Mr Donald Park, a cousin of the groom.  The 
large number of guests who were entertained to a sumptuous 
repast after the marriage ceremony included a bus-load from 
Harris.  The health and happiness of the newlyweds was duly 
toasted, many congratulatory telegrams were read, and numer-
ous useful presents were received.  The groom is a merchant 
seaman and the third Harrisman to take a wife from this district 
this year.  All the Harris guests praised the hospitality received 
from the Back people.

For Clydeside

By a church door collection, the Free Church congregation 
in the Back district has raised a sum of £24 13s 6d for the 
Clydeside Air Raid Distress Fund.  This sum has now been for-
warded to Lord Provost Dollon.  Of the total, Back contributed 
£15 7s 6d, Tong £5 and Tolsta £4 6s.

 BACK 
IN 

TIME

MAY 1941

Tohan’s wedding in Troon (left to right): Katie Alex an Uisdean, 
Catriona Seoras a’ Bhideanaich, Eric Anna Alex Ruaraidh, Bella 
Maggie Tormaid Eachainn, Murdag Ghurais, Mary-John Roddy, 

Katie Ann Gheadaidh

Calum Sgaoisidh, Iain Dan, Mardo, Lemon, Murchadh Roddy, 
Iain Stornoway
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STORIES FROM NEW ZEALAND
Old Back Goalies
When John Macleod (Jokey), now living in Auckland, New 
Zealand, read about the death last year, in Dunedin, NZ, 
of John Graham from Gress, he was reminded of the time 
when John Graham played goalie for the Back team, prob-
ably around the late 1940s or 1950 before he emigrated to 
New Zealand. 

Any time John Graham was not available to play in a game 
then Angus Macleod (Iga) was substituted into his place 
as goalie.  It was in the days before the streamlined strips 
you see today’s footballers wearing, so the goalie’s strip 
would have to be shared by the pair of them.  Jokey, being 
the wee brother, would then be dispatched on his bike 
to Gress to pick up the strip from John Graham’s house.  
Well, who was he to question his big (!) brother’s orders?  
And how else could Iga get the strip?

I hope this wee sgeul will jog some more football memories 
from the days when Point always beat Back. Up the Reds!  
That should get you going!

A May Holiday Memory
Apparently the Headmaster, Mr Matheson, declared that 
the Back school would be open for instruction one May 
Holiday, possibly the 1950 May Holiday, even though the 
day was otherwise usually recognised as a Public Holiday.

On that morning the likely lads from Back met at Buth D’hll 
Ghille – Taf, Bingo, Steelum, Dooligan, Goc, and Jokey, 

ready to walk to school together.  There is no mention of 
who the ring-leader was on that day, but it was decided 
that they would not go to school, choosing instead to head 
for the machair by the shore.

They met the likely lads from Gress coming over the bridge 
– Kipper, Lemon, Pedro, Butch.  The Gress boys approved 
of the Back boys’ plan and joined them for a whole day 
spent on the machair.  Oh, to have been one of the midg-
ies, listening to the reasoning of their conversation!

Next morning they all arrived at school as usual but quickly 
sensed that something was amiss.  The glazed partition 
between Class 5 and Class 6 was open for the first time in 
their memory and the rest of the students were sitting wait-
ing for them.

Onto the stage came Mr Matheson who made a little 
speech and then called each individual truant up onto the 
stage.  They were told to line up in a row and then Mr 
Matheson walked in front of them with his big leather four-
pronged strap.  (Do teachers still use the ‘tawse’?) 

Walking from left to right “Cross your hands!”  Mr 
Matheson ordered.  They each received four strokes of the 
leather strap that day, ‘four of the best’, in front of all the 
other students. Ouch! I daresay not much writing would 
have been done that day.

Jokey apologises if he has forgotten any other truants from 
that day.  Please come forward and confess. 

Cathie Ann Macleod 

I took this photo of ‘an Olach’ (am 
Poileagan) when we were there in 1980.  
Our boys were learning the pipes at 
the time (now long forgotten) and he 
played for them when we went down to 
his house.  He visited us in Wellington, 
and also cousin Alex who lived in Upper 
Hutt, a few times when he was in the 
merchant navy.  He was such a lovely, 
friendly man. 

At 50 Back, 1980. Back row: Igga, Tormod Spàigean, Seumas Bommey
Middle: Norman Macleod (Dollag’s husband), Angus (Igga’s son), Mal
Front: Jokey, an Caiptean (Angus Geadaidh), Bommey
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DON NEIL STEWART, 
son of Angus 
Stewart, Ferguslea 
House, and Chrissie 
Margaret Stewart, 
New Zealand, was 
recently promoted 
to Chief Engineer 
on the Drill Ship 
Stena Carron, owned 
by Stena Marine 
Ltd.  This ship was 
recently in the news 
when some members 
of Greenpeace 
climbed onto the anchor chains off the coast of Shetland in protest against deep 
water drilling following the oil leak which took place in the Gulf of Mexico.

Don Neil joined P&O Shipping Co on the completion of his engineering training at 
Lews Castle College and has had a varied career at sea since then, sailing across the world on large passenger ships 
and on much smaller vessels across the Irish Sea. He now lives on the outskirts of Stirling with his wife Kate, who 
comes from Merseyside, and their daughter Daisy. Don Neil, a keen fisherman, visits Lewis most summers and enjoys 
nothing better than spending time on the banks of a loch or river.

Sailear, 41 Gress with son Murdo (Murdo was assumed lost 
during the War, this photo was taken after his return), and a 

shipmate

Left to right: Alasdair Macdonald (Bobshie), Angus Campbell, 
Mairi Maclennan, Frank Haddow, Mardo Maclennan, Lilian 

Maclennan, Ishbel Campbell, Jessie Haddow 

Aerial view of Brevig Pier

Babell Macfarlane, Alice Maciver, Annie Macleod, Annie Mary 
Macleod, 19th August 1959
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Family group photo taken at the wedding of Isabel MacNeil 
in New Zealand which includes the bride and her husband 

Charlie, the bride’s brother Johnny and his family, her parents 
Mary and John and her grandparents Ishbal and Angus 

Macdonald (Aonghas Bhragair). 

Alasdair Lobban and his wife, July 21st 1962

Anna (banntrach Seoras Shoyan), Uilleam Bhast, Anna Bhast

Back row (left to right): Mairi Cairstiona (Tong), Siarach, Jessie 
Ruairidh (30 Coll)

Front: Margaret Beaton, 11 Coll; Katag Graham (bean Nochan), 
Marion Beaton (11 Coll) (bean a’ Bhogle)

Back row: Eiric (nighean Feeden), Iain Feeden, Ciorstaidh Ann 
Spaigean, Seoras Thiugs, Eiric Anna (nighean Feeden)

Front row: Iain Beag Gheadaidh, Jokey

Back row: Kenny ‘Dodo’ Macdonald (Upper Coll), Iain A 
Macleod (Tong), Bunter (Gress); Front row: Calum Murray 

(Tolsta), Billy Macdonald (Tong), Jim King (Tong)
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Surely the most impressive sight this Spring was the 
excellent show of daffodils, which seemed to be every-

where.  It seems this year they have excelled in colour in 
spite of the hard winter frost, which seems to have rather 
worked in their favour.

But there is more to a garden than just cutting grass and 
planting seed. There is the garden bench to be prepared, 
which can occupy a choice spot for relaxation, as well as 
giving the garden an added dimension.  A word of advice on 
treating wooden garden furniture - don’t paint it or varnish 
it, or it will soon blister, allowing water to seep in under the 
paint skin, resulting in unremovable staining.  Raw linseed 
oil, which replaces natural oil lost through weathering, is the 
best treatment.   Another feature to enhance the garden is a 

bird-bath.  This attracts many different birds which come to 
drink and bathe.

I notice that the rhubarb has very healthy leaves, which 
means that the stalks will be good this year, no doubt due to 
being covered with well-rotted grass cuttings during the win-
ter.  The young leeks in the greenhouse are looking good in 
the pots, along with the begonias and fuschias.  To give a bit 
of colour in the back garden, I planted some violas, perhaps 
not so colourful as pansies, but more suitable for our windy 
environment.

From the Poileagan

   Anns a’   Anns a’
 ghàrradh... ghàrradh...GARDEN ACCESSORIES

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off 
slip and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or 
cash for £28.16 to Mrs I. MacLean, 42b Coll, Isle 
of Lewis, HS2 0LR.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £28.16
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________



30



31

BARDACHD
Chaidh na pìosan bàrdachd a leanas a sgrìobhadh le sgoile-
aran ann an Sgoil a’ Bhac. 

Am Bodach
Choimhead e a-mach air a’ mhuir
‘S e cho socair is cho sàmhach
Cuimhneachadh air na làithean 
Na làithean a chaidh seachad.

Leis a’ chù ri chliathaich
A’ smaoineachadh air na làithean 

Na làithean spòrsail, brèagha, 
Bòidheach agus àlainn.

Le chnàmhan goirt
Na shuidh air clach, clach aosta
A bha na suidh air an spot ud

Nuair a dh’fhalbh na saighdearan.

Bha tòrr làithean brònach ann,
Ach cha robh sin dol a chuir stad air,

Bha esan ‘sa chù a’ coimhead  air adhart
Ri làithean, làithean sona.

Le Sìne NicAonghais

Leadaidh
Fhuair mi Leadaidh nuair bha mi ochd,

dhà cur-ris  dhà 
Ceithir bliadhna na suidhe nam uchd,

Gaol agamsa air Leadaidh
agus gaol aicese ormsa.

Tha sùilean donn innte,
agus sròin bheag dhubh,
Innsidh mi dhut an dràsta,

tha mi cinnteach,
gur e teadaidh a th’ann an Leadaidh.

Balla molach,
Na rus sios an rathad,

coimhead a-rithist,
ach ‘s  cinnteach, 

‘Se Leadaidh th’ann.

Aon rud eile….
Tha i làn den fhear-mhillidh.       

Le Leanne MacDonald

Am Bucas
Dealbh mo sheanair còir air.

Càit an d’fhuair thu e?
Bho caraid coibhneil – Anna Màiri.

Nuair a sheinn mi aig a’ mhòd,
Bha thu pròiseil as do nighean bheag.

Tha mi brònach nach eil thu an seo an diugh,
A sheanair, ghaolach, shona.

Le Catriona NicDhomhnaill

Duan Caillich
O ‘s  fhada on uair 

A ghabh mi gruth blasda, fuar; 
On dh’fhàs mi cho aost

‘s nach b’ urrainn dhomh.

Tha mo mhionach cho goirt 
‘ s nach gabh mi ach bùrn agus lof.

O abair toileachas a gheibhinn 
nam b’urrainn dhomh ith ceart.

Tha mo chnàmhan cho lag 
‘s nach seas mi gun bhat;

Agus tha m’fhalt air fàs 
cho geal ris an t-sneachd.

Cha dèan mi càil dhomh fhìn 
On dh’fhàs mi cho sean;
‘ s a nis tha mo mhac….. 
A’ dèanamh obair bean!

Cuiridh mi caran san leabaidh
gus am bith mi comhfhurtail;

ma chuireas, 
cha bhi mi faighinn mòran de norrag.

Abair g’eil mo bheatha air fàs cruaidh 
on dh’fhàs mi aost.

A dhaoine òga 
bithibh taingeil!

Le Isabelle Bain

An Vauxhall Corsa
An car agamsa 

Glan, glas, gleansach
Saor, an asgaidh

Fhuair mise e
‘S mi tha pròiseil 

Nam dhraibhear cho òg.

Sios an rathad 
Abair fuaim

Feumach air ola
Feumach air càradh

Feumach air draibhear ceart.  

Le Daibhidh Macfhiarghais
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Material for 
publication in the JUNE issue of Loch a Tuath News must be 

in before WEDNESDAY 18h MAY 2011

Back FC 2010-11
Back row: Iain Maclennan (Manager); Gordon ‘Birdy’ Macleod; Martin Maclean; Fraser Macleod; Michael Maciver; David 
‘Ox’ Macleod; Murdo Maclennan; Chris Macleod; Murray Macleod: Andy Thompson
Front row: DJ Macdonald; Andrew Maciver; Kevin ‘Bloxy’ Murray; Jason Macleod; Craig Maciver; Andrew ‘Mowgli’ Macleod; 
Chris Adams; Euan ‘Moley’ Macleod
Missing from photo: Ross Hall

The Back U-14 team in new football strips


