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We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the 
community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their 
free time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ 
of the district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 

If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal 
Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £2.42 to cover cost 
and postage. 

FÀILTE
Welcome to the June edition of Loch 
a Tuath News. This month we have 
another range of articles and photos 
for you. There is something of an 
international flavour to this issue. We 
visit India with Carolyn Hudson, who 
has written a very interesting account 
of a trip she took some years ago, 
made all the more remarkable by 
a coincidence which came to light 
when she came to live in Back. We 
also focus on Brazil through Karina 
Macleod, who has provided us with 
an insight into the work in which 
she was engaged in the country for 
17 years. It is fascinating to read 
of the different culture in which she 
was immersed. The fishing season 
is upon us once more and Gress 
Angling Association have provided us 
with an account of some of their most 
recent activities. We have a range of 
photos from different eras, including 
an excellent photo of Back school 
pupils in the old school in 1963. The 
schools have provided us with news 
of their latest activities and we have 
photos of Mod prizewinners.

As well as all of that, we have our 
other regular features too, such as As 

na Bailtean, From the Manse, Back in 
Time, From the Archives, Duilleag na 
Gàidhlig and Anns a’ Ghàrradh. Many 
thanks to those of you who have con-
tributed to this month’s issue.

Please get in touch with us if you 
have any photos or stories which you 
think would be of interest to our read-
ers. We rely on contributions from 
the community and we would love to 
hear from you.

Cover photo: The six dancers from 
Back, Upper Coll and Tong who 
took part in the Lewis Highland 
Dancing Society competition held 
at Stornoway Primary on 7th May. 
Front row (left to right) - Grace and 
Isla; Middle row - Caitlin, Leah and 
Ailyn; Back row - Eilidh
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He shall be missed by friends and 
neighbours alike and particularly so 
by his family. To his son Angus in 
Hampshire, his daughters, Anne in the 
family home and Donna in Inverness, 
his sisters Ishbel and Ann, both of 
whom live in the Borders and to the 
wider family circle especially his grand-
children, we extend our sympathy fol-
lowing their sad loss.

By a Friend

The Late Calum Neish

Calum Neish, 60 Lighthill, Back, died 
at Western Isles Hospital after a short 
illness on 20th April, aged 80 years. 
He trained as a civil engineer but when 
he moved to Skye in the 1960s he 
became a journalist and photographer 
and was at one time an interim editor 
of the West Highland Free Press. 

He moved with his wife Mary to Lewis 
over 10 years ago. In an obituary pub-
lished in the West Highland Free Press 
at the time of his death Brian Wilson 
paid tribute to his former colleague as a 
thoughtful and intelligent man of strong 
opinions. Above all he was a very 
proud and committed family man. 

His funeral took place in Inverness on 
28 April. To Anne and the family we 
extend sympathy in their sorrow and 
sadness.

Congratulations

Congratulations to David and Bridget 
Fargie, Kilkenny, Republic of Ireland on 
the birth of baby Dylan Thomas, born 
6th February 2011 at Kilkenny Hospital. 
Dylan is a first grandchild for Kitty and 
Ian Fargie, 1 Vatisker Park.

Dylan Thomas

Calum Returns to his Roots

A warm welcome to the district and to 
his newly built home on Croft 40 Back 
is extended to Mr Calum Macmillan. 
He is no stranger to the community as 
he visited Vatisker and Gress villages 
from time to time in his youth and in 
recent years. His father was Seumas 

AS NA 
BAILTEAN

BACK / VATISKER
The late John Angus Maciver

We regret to record the passing of one 
of the oldest men from Back village, 
John Angus Maciver of 7 Back. Born in 
1926, he was number 5 in the family of 
four daughters and two sons of Donald 
and Annie Maciver, 33 North Tolsta. 
He came from a household renowned 
for its hospitality and piety. His father 
Domhnall a’ Bhotch was well known in 
the district as a Free Church elder and 
also for “A Lewisman’s Odyssey” - the 
diary he kept detailing the conflicts he 
experienced during World War 1, most 
notably in the Dardanelles Campaign.

John Angus Maciver with his grand-
daughter Amy

John Angie’s entire working life was 
spent at sea. In 1943, aged just 17, he 
enlisted in the Royal Navy Tug Service 
and among his varied duties, he was 
involved in the preparation of floating 
pontoons for the D-Day Landings the 
following year. After the war he worked 
in the Merchant Navy for over 40 years, 
mostly with the Port Line and the New 
Zealand Shipping Company. His strong 
work ethic together with his friendly 
nature ensured that he was held in high 
regard by his colleagues who included 
many fellow islanders.

He came to live at 7 Back, Taigh Stand, 
in 1959 when he married Margaret Ann 
Beaton. Her sudden death in 1997 was 
a most grievous loss to John Angie 
but he was fortunate in having a close, 
loving family who kept him company 
in his advancing years and ensured 
that he was able to be looked after 
at home until near the end. During 
a long, protracted illness he showed 
much patience and fortitude and was 
resigned to his condition with his cus-
tomary uncomplaining manner. He 
passed away peacefully on April 21 
aged 85 years.

Chalum (Macmillan), 35 Vatisker, and 
his mother was a daughter of Mr and 
Mrs William Munro, Gress. Her fam-
ily, teaghlach Tuiliban, were among 
Gress’s first generation families. 
Seumas, his father, and his war experi-
ence, has already featured in a previ-
ous LATN.

An Infant’s Sad Death

It has been rightly said that there are 
certain occasions when the best and 
wisest thing to do is simply to say and 
write nothing. We are exhorted by the 
Good Book to ‘be still and know’ that 
the sovereign Lord who ordains our 
Providence ‘does all things well’. The 
sincere sympathy of the community 
is sent to Kevin and Lily Murray at 11 
Back. We commend them and their 
family to the God of all comfort realis-
ing, in a measure, that their sorrow 
must, at times, be overwhelming.

COLL
Retiral

A wee bird told me that Isabel Maciver 
(bean Kenny Iain Kelson) has retired 
after all those years as a nurse. We 
wish her a happy and contented retiral.

Home from Hospital

We are pleased to hear that little Emily 
Tearse is home from hospital where 
she spent many months. We do hope 
she keeps up the steady progress. Her 
mum Rachel and sister Laura are also 
in our thoughts in these difficult times.

New Home

Our best wishes go to Anna and Gavin 
Macleod and family as they settle into 
their new home on the croft at 42c. 
It is good to see our young ones set-
tling down where they were born and 
brought up.
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Congratulations

Congratulations to Iain and Katie 
Macdonald (Iain a Lally), 53b Coll, 
on becoming great grandparents 
again when their grandson Graham 
and his wife Tomoko gave birth to a 
baby girl Megume Kinuta in London. 
Congratulations also to the new 
grandparents Iain Bheag and Aline in 
Broadbay View.

Speed Limits

We have been asked by a number of 
villagers to remind drivers of the new 
30mph signs on entering the village 
and please refrain from speeding. We 
already have reports of three cats being 
killed by careless drivers. It doesn’t 
bear thinking about if a child was to run 
into the road. These signs are there for 
a reason and should be taken note of 
as some parts of the village road do not 
have enough room on the verges for 
people to stand on. 

GRESS
Engagement Congratulations

Congratulations to two granddaughters 
of Catriona (banntrach Tohan) who are 
engaged: Alison MacLeod, daughter 
of John Norman and Margaret (34 
Gress) to Christopher MacLeod, son 
of Rev. Kenny and Maggie MacLeod, 
Carloway; Gillian Angus, daughter of 
Christine and Derek, to Stuart Moir, 
Aberdeen.

Our best wishes go to Catriona Tohan 
who is in hospital at the present time.

New Baby

Congratulations to Ann Mairi and 
Kenneth MacLeod, Point, on the birth of 
their son Evan Michael on 18th March. 
Another grandchild for Murdina and 
Murdo and great grandchild for Chirsty 
Ann Mackay (banntrach Sheòrais a’ 
Chèic).

Get Well 

Get well wishes are sent to Richard 
Fairbairn (Taigh Freya).

TONG
New Baby

Congratulations to Kevin and Sarah 
Bayfield following the birth of their baby 
boy James, a brother for Charlotte and 

a new grandson for Donald John and 
Catherine Mary Bayfield, 2a Tong, and 
Helen and Angus Mackenzie, Laxdale.

Condolences

The sincere condolences of the com-
munity are extended to the family of 
Maggie Graham, Ford View, Tong, who 
passed away recently. We especially 
remember her son Stewart at this time.

New Home

Our best wishes are extended to 
Annismarie and Kenny Macfarlane and 
their girls Faith and Edith, who have 
just moved into their new house at Tree 
Tops, Tong.

Tong Toddlers Open Day 

The Tong Toddlers group will be holding 
its annual Charity Fundraiser Open Day 
on Monday 13th June from 1.30pm in 
Tong Community Centre.  Please come 
along to support the event, and enjoy 
a cup of tea or coffee and some home 
baking.  This year all funds raised will 
be donated to Crossroads.

UPPER COLL
Sad Death 

Many of the older generation from Col 
Uarach will have been saddened at the 
death of David Murray in Inverness. 
Daibhidh Phoshan was one of nature’s 
gentlemen. He and Mary Ann (Mary 
Ann Ailig John) had an open door and 
a welcome in Inverness and before that 
in Aberdeen for any passing Coll and 
Upper Coll exiles. The writer remem-
bers the many kindnesses shown by 

them during student days in Aberdeen. 
Many older readers will also remember 
Daibhidh as a fine footballer in the post 
war Back team. Our sympathy goes to 
Mary Ann and the family. 

In Hospital 

We are happy to report that Chrissie 
Murray, No. 14, is recovering after sur-
gery in Inverness. It also good to see 
Kenny Macritichie (Coinneach Mhogail), 
No. 5, out and about his sheep as he 
recovers from his own spell in hospital 
in Glasgow and Stornoway. We also 
hope Angusina Mackay (Angus a Yep), 
No. 6, continues to recover after her 
recent fall.

A New Slant 

The recent gale tested the recently 
erected netting posts erected on the 
machair to the extent that they could be 
a new tourist attraction: ‘The Leaning 
Posts’. We hope that the problem is 
resolved and that the Driving Range 
becomes an attraction for visitors and 
locals alike.

Upper Coll Centre

We hope in the near future to see 
another first on the Col Uarach mach-
air. Planning is well in hand for a fully 
covered all weather football pitch, on 
the site of the present uncovered one, 
which has been such a success since 
it was built a decade ago. As a commu-
nity we are fortunate to have volunteers 
who are innovative and prepared to 
take the lead. We look forward to the 
progression of yet another first for the 
island. And of course Col Uarach, and 
its grazings committee, has enabled all 
this to happen by releasing the land, for 
the benefit of the wider community. 

Baby James with sister Charlotte
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Back Càirdeas

On 2nd May, 23 of the ladies went on a Bank holiday trip to Borve House for 
lunch and then on a tour of Ness. We really enjoyed the meal and the com-
pany and the weather was superb.

We send get well wishes to Jean Stewart and Audrey Latisonoks who were 
unable to be with us. We hope you will both soon be well again.

We are now meeting in The Hut and all OAPs are very welcome. The meetings 
will start again in September. 

Mentoring

The Bridge Community Centre’s mentoring programme is aimed at providing extra support for young people and chil-
dren. Local volunteers are trained up to meet with the young people once a week for a period of no less than 1 year. 
Each week the young person decides what activities they do, with a £10 allowance from the programme, and also 
what the conversation should be shaped around. Involvement is entirely voluntary but it is a great opportunity!

We are looking for people who would like to be a mentor and also looking for referrals from organisations and indi-
viduals for people who would benefit from the programme. If you are interested or would like more information, call 
Jonathan on 702432. There will also be a series of roadshow events throughout the island in the coming months high-
lighting the work and providing opportunities to come along and ask questions. A meeting will be held in Back in the 
Community Hut from 8-9pm on 9th June.

Caitlin with the trophy which she won for the best Highland 
fling in her section

Pictured on the front cover are the six dancers from Back, 
Upper Coll and Tong who took part in the Lewis Highland 
Dancing Society competition held at Stornoway Primary on 
7th May.

‘Thirty Five’ is a modern well maintained bungalow 
offering bed and breakfast accommodation in Coll. We 
will be open all year round and you are guaranteed a 
good night’s sleep and a hearty breakfast ensuring that 
you will feel ‘at home in the Hebrides’.  We are using 
locally sourced products such as black pudding; free 
range eggs; smoked salmon and kippers, and the cur-
tains, bedrunners and cushions in our bedrooms are 
made from Harris Tweed.

We offer our guests a rural retreat close to the ameni-
ties of Stornoway with a wonderful view of Coll sands 
and the Uig and Harris hills beyond. Please take a few 
minutes to view our website at www.thirtyfive-lewis.
co.uk. A warm welcome awaits you from Moira and 
Rod McKinlay at ‘Thirty Five’.

‘Thirty Five, 35 Coll, Isle of Lewis, Outer Hebrides, 
Scotland. HS2 0LP, Tel. 01851 820859 
www.thirtyfive-lewis.co.uk 
enquiries@thirtyfive-lewis.co.uk     



6

I am always fascinated by coincidences, and since we 
moved here to Lewis there have been a few. The coinci-

dence in this case regards my trip to India when I was in my 
20’s.

During a conversation with one of my customers soon after 
we took over Back Pharmacy, the fact that I had spent three 
months travelling in India with a fellow pharmacist (Vicki) 
came up in the conversation. The customer mentioned the 
sad story of Alison Macdonald who went missing in India in 
the early 80’s. It was the first time I had heard about Alison 
but I was curious to find out more.

Unknown to me Mary (Peteran) tried to get a copy of ‘Alison’ 
written by Quentin Macfarlane and Alison’s father Kenny 
Macdonald. She had planned to put it in my secret Santa, 
but was having no luck obtaining a copy. Christmas came 
and went and it was all forgotten. A few months later Mary 
arrived at work very excited clutching the very book she 
was trying to get me. As I flicked through the pages the first 
photo I came across was of the Houseboat Sharin, a very 
small and basic houseboat on Dal Lake, Srinagar. Here 
was the coincidence, of all the houseboats we could have 
stayed on, we had stayed on the same small two bedroom 
one as Alison and Liz had done two years previously. I have 
an almost identical photo of the boat complete with our host 
Nagir, standing solemnly at the entrance. So, here is the tale 
of my short stay in Srinagar and how I got there. 

I left Newcastle on 30th September 1983. At that time I 
always kept a diary, a habit I wish I had now. This section 

KASHMIR of the diary I called “77 nights of uncertainty!” I met Vicki in 
London and the adventure began.

It was 21st November before we reached Kashmir. We 
were travelling overland from Nepal after previously fly-
ing from Sri Lanka to Madras, and then travelling on local 
buses and trains up the east coast of India. We travelled to 
the Nepalese/Indian border and then onto Gokapur by bus. 
This short journey took much longer than anticipated as we 
were stopped and searched numerous times along the route, 
presumably looking for smuggled Nepalese artefacts. At 
Gokapur we purchased tickets for Jammu Tawi, which was 
easier than many other ticket-purchasing adventures as we 
had caught the attention of the conductor of the Gokapur-
Lucknow Express. “Chairs for the Memsahibs,” he shouted 
and a young boy rushed forward carrying two rattan chairs. 
He made all the necessary arrangements for us. Therefore 
after a chai break, which is very sweet tea made with milk, 
we boarded the train. We were in Coach 2201 compartment 
A, even though there were only about 15 carriages on the 
whole train! Unknown to us this turned out to be the conduc-
tor’s own compartment! So after our evening meal cooked 
on a small kerosene stove on the floor of the train corridor 
outside our door, Vicki and I made sure this sliding door was 
well and truly locked. It was not opened again until morning 
despite a lot of knocking and shouting. I don’t know where 
the conductor slept but I expect it wasn’t what he had in 
mind.

By 9.30am we were on a ‘super deluxe’ bus to Srinagar.  
The trip was spectacular through barren mountain passes on 
steep narrow roads with wild drops. We passed the wreck-
age of at least two previous ‘Expresses’ far below us in the 
river bed at the bottom of the valley.  We eventually arrived 
in Srinagar around 7.30pm about 10 hours later, and were 
waylaid by the usual room touts. We decided to go with one 
of them, who we named ‘the man in the poncho’ and he took 
us to the houseboat Sharin where we met Nagir and his 
helpers.

During that first night there we could hear gunfire in the dis-
tance. We were told the next morning it was from the military 
zone between India and Pakistan. The soldiers were just let-
ting each other know they were there and not actually shoot-
ing at each other!

The next morning the little stove in our room was cold and 
the room was freezing. Early breakfast arrived at 10am, fol-
lowed by our two buckets of hot water at 10.30am. Water 
bucket routine was to wash your body and hair, followed by 
washing clothes and then finally using it to flush the toilet. 

Left: A Shikara

Being shown round a very posh houseboat

Ready for the next leg of the journey
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be a wonderful valley at 12000ft. From the highest point 
you can look back on the Kashmir valley, and across to the 
Karakoram mountains in Pakistan. We walked and explored 
for a couple of hours in a place that was reminiscent of a 
Wild West movie, almost deserted apart from the men tend-
ing the horses. We were curious to find out where were all 
the people were to ride these horses?  A surreal experience.

We left Srinagar for Simla a week later, our rucksacks stuffed 
with scarves and shawls, gifts for our families at home. It 
was another four weeks and a lot more adventures later 
before we arrived back at Heathrow.

I am sad that Alison’s experience did not have the same 
happy ending as ours. I also feel for her family never know-
ing the events behind her disappearance. I would like to 
believe she was kidnapped and has remained high up in a 
part of this remote mountainous area. On seeing the terrain 
and expanse of land this would always be a possibility.  

by Carolyn Hudson

That evening after a day in the old city ‘the man in the pon-
cho’ called at the Sharin to offer us more ‘deals’ on carpets, 
rugs, shawls etc and promised to take us out and about. 
The next morning we headed off with Nagir and others on a 
shikara, the long narrow boats used to ferry people around 
the lake, to visit wood carving factories and paper mache 
shops. They finally left us at the Shalimar Gardens.

The gardens were quite wonderful and made even more 
atmospheric by falling leaves and swirling mist. We sat 
watching a Kashmiri man wrapped in a traditional shawl/pon-
cho slowly smoking his hookah pipe while the sun set. We 
were joined on our shikara ride home by an American called 
Josh we had met wandering round the gardens. The three of 
us snuggled under a blanket to keep out cold and glided into 
the night. 

We arrived back at the Sharin very much looking forward 
to our dinner that night as we had been promised chicken. 
Much to our disappointment it was fried cheese from a very 
smoky stove. The explanation was the chicken had died the 
night before! We tried to argue that this was how we liked it, 
dead, but to no avail. We later discovered it had gone to a 
higher bidder, the French couple on the neighbouring boat 
with a bigger budget than ours.

We saw ‘the man in the poncho’ a number of times during 
our days in Srinagar. He arranged for us to go on a trip to 
Gulmag, which is higher up in the mountains. When the taxi 
arrived for us our host was nowhere to be seen. The taxi 
driver said he had been told to take us on the trip, while the 
‘poncho man’ had business to attend to.

Gulmag was at least a three hour drive and turned out to 

LOCH A TUATH COMMUNITY HUT
Sale of Work

Saturday 18th June
10am – 12pm
Usual stalls

Teas & coffees served
Bric-a-brac can be dropped off Fri evening 6-8pm or 

Sat morning after 8.30am
Or call 820646 or 820552

Houseboat Sharin

Gulmag

The Shalimar Gardens
Hookah smoke
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FROM THE 
MANSE
Anxiety

Matthew 6:25-27 ‘Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious 
about your life…which of you by being anxious can add a 
single hour to his span of life?’

The all too familiar word ‘worry’ is taken from an Anglo-
Saxon word which means ‘harm.’  It is also another form 
of the word ‘wolf.’  Anxiety can be harmful if it is left 
unchecked.  It can bite and tear as a wolf mauls a sheep.  
There are times when we all feel anxious because of some 
personal harm endured or anticipated by ourselves or oth-
ers.  This can sometimes result in a positive outcome as it 
may cause us to respond to pressing difficulties in a con-
structive way.  However, worry, can often have the opposite 
effect.  Anxiety can distract our thoughts, obscure our vision 
and paralyse our ability to act.  It can also reduce our ability 
to trust in God.  

Forward planning is something we all do.  Planning for 
tomorrow is time well spent.  However, worrying about 
tomorrow is time wasted.  Careful planning, from a biblical 
perspective, is thinking ahead with realistic goals, measured 
steps and schedules and, crucially, trusting in God’s guid-
ance.  Forward planning with God in the equation will allevi-
ate our worries.   Isaiah’s prayer-filled song highlights this 
point succinctly, ‘You will keep him in perfect peace whose 
mind is stayed on you’ (Isaiah 26:3).  

There is a story told of a wise man who met another man 
carrying a heavy sack and enquired what was in it.  ‘My wor-
ries,’ said the man.  ‘Let me see them,’ asked the wise man.  
When the sack was opened, it was empty.  The man was 
astonished and said that he had two great worries.  One 
was of yesterday which he now saw was past.  The other 
was of tomorrow which had not yet arrived.  The wise man 
told him he needed no such sack.  He gladly threw it away.

Is this sack of anxiety familiar to you?  Is it weighing you 
down?  Perhaps it’s time to throw it away.  Jesus invites the 
weary and burdened to find refuge in Him – ‘Come to me, 
all who labour and are heavy laden and I will give you rest’ 
(Matthew 11:28).  Don’t let worries about yesterday and 
tomorrow affect your relationship with God today.

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services in 
Back and Tong during June 2011 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 5 June
12 Noon:  Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 12 June
10.30am:  Rev Alasdair I Macleod
12 Noon:  Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 19 June
10.30am:  Mr Thomas Davis
12 Noon:  Dr George Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:   Mr Thomas Davis

Sunday 26 June
10.30am:  Rev Calum I Macleod
12 Noon:  Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 5 June
10.30am:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 12 June
6pm:   Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

Sunday 19 June
12 Noon:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 26 June
6pm:   Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

SERVICE TIMES

The Davis Family

Thomas, Una and family will be leaving Back at the 
beginning of July.  They will be moving to Kirkcaldy.  
Thomas will begin his divinity studies at the Free 
Church College in September.   Thomas has made a 
very significant contribution to our congregation over 
past years.  They will be greatly missed as a family.  An 
informal farewell presentation to the Davis family will be 
held in Back church hall on Friday 17 June at 7.30pm. 
The wider community is invited along to this special 
occasion.  Tea and baking will be served.  Everyone is 
welcome to come along.
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Coming of 
Age in Brazil
(Karina Macleod came back to Coll in 2009 after 17 years in 
Brazil.  We asked her to share a few memories with us.)

Different cultures have different time frames for when some-
one ‘comes of age’.  The special birthday may be the thir-
teenth, eighteenth, twenty-first or some other age.  In Brazil, 
it’s actually the fifteenth birthday that is the really special 
one.

On the 28th of March 2007, I commemorated my Brazilian 
‘coming of age’!  It was the fifteenth anniversary of my 
arrival in Brazil.  I made some jottings at the time, trying to 
assess if I felt ‘adult’ in things Brazilian.

Culturally Adult?

Every year that I spent in Brazil, I got a bit better in 
Portuguese.  I enjoyed the people-centred lifestyle.  I felt at 
home with many of the customs, such as greeting friends by 
kissing on each cheek.  We lived in a large town but shop 
assistants would quickly learn and use my first name – and 
would remember it the next time we met.  I appreciated that 
personal touch.  Did I acclimatise?  Well, even the Brazilians 
found temperatures in the upper 30s or lower 40s C sapped 
their energy and enjoyed the cooler months when it was 
only 20 to 30 degrees!  You learn to adjust your routine in 
general, starting your day early when it’s cooler.

What about Brazilian pastimes?  I’m still not a football fanat-
ic, but World Cup excitement was certainly very catching.  

For Latin ladies, appearance is important; but I’m afraid that 
I never got into the habit of professional weekly pedicures or 
special weekend hairstyles!

I found Brazilian spirituality in many ways a refreshing alter-
native to the growing secularism that we see in the West.  In 
Brazil, it was easy to strike up a conversation with strangers 
about faith issues without the person feeling threatened.  I 
would hear TV reporters at Christmas speaking freely and 
naturally about Jesus.  In everyday conversations, it was 
very common for people to say something and immediately 
add, ‘Se Deus quiser’ (‘God willing’).   There were problem 
areas, too, in the country’s religious life but there was and is 
a lot to encourage.

Brazil is the size of Europe.  When I was a ‘child’ there, I 
wasn’t overwhelmed by a 30-hour bus journey to a wed-
ding in the north-east of the country – and it was a good 
way to see more of the landscape.   One Christmas, I went 
on a 3-day journey with colleagues to visit a friend on the 
Brazilian-Argentinian border and it was worth the effort.  But 
as I got older, that kind of travel definitely got rarer.

College Culture

My work in Brazil was mostly with students at a residential, 
interdenominational Missionary Training College (MTC) 
started by the mission WEC International.  After my spend-
ing fifteen years there, would students and staff have said 
that I’d integrated well into that ‘college culture’?

Did I fit in with its language?  Students came from different 
regions of Brazil and sometimes from other countries, so I 
learned regional variations of Portuguese as well as some 
Spanish and Portuguese from elsewhere.  What about its 
customs?  Hugs were the most common form of greeting 
in MTC culture and were always welcome.  Some students 
initially talked to staff using the ‘sir’ and ‘madam’ form of 

address in Portuguese, in order to show 
respect for their elders.  However, they 
quickly learned that we didn’t want to be 
distant.  Like most of the staff, I lived on 
campus and enjoyed having students 
visit me, do things with me and share 
about themselves.  I also visited some of 
them during holidays.

As for the climate, the college is in 
Montes Claros, the northern capital of 
the inland Minas Gerais region.  It’s an 
extremely hot area.  I often dreamed of 
coastal breezes (and of walks on Coll 
beach!) but, like others, I survived with 
electric fans.  And pastimes?  Late after-
noon, when it got cooler, you would find 
the men playing football and the women 
(me included) enjoying a walk and a 
chat.  

Many of the students at the MTC would 
have given up a place at University or a 
job in order to pursue full-time studies in 
theology and mission.  They didn’t get 
Government grants and so had to rely on 
their home church or family or savings 
to see them through college.  Some had 
the extra challenge of a work scholarship 
to help cover costs (doing extra practical 
work around the college).  Seeing these 

Karina at a wedding with her niece, sitting at the Teuchter table
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young people growing spiritually, intellectually 
and emotionally during their two, three or four 
years with us was always a joy.

After graduation, we would keep in contact with 
students who had moved on.  It might be a 
newsy letter from Miriam in Spain.  It could be a 
request for prayer from Luis and Tina in Africa, 
because their little girl once again had malaria 
and there were various challenges in their Bible 
School ministry.  Another day, we would get an 
e-mail with an eye-opening account from Junior 
of life in Asia.  He would also share about 
restrictions he was seeing and experiencing in 
terms of sharing the Christian faith.  Graduates 
would visit us when possible, for example some 
of those working in the Amazon region and 
excited about opportunities there.

Conclusion

Working with Brazilian students was a very 
enriching experience for me and I continue to 
enjoy e-mail contact with lots of graduates, col-
leagues and other Latin American friends.  I 
think my Brazilian experiences have made me more flexible, 
a bit more spontaneous and more aware of God’s multi-col-
oured gifting to His Church.  In different ways, my Brazilian 

friends let me know that I did successfully ‘come of age’ in 
their homeland.  At the same time, however, you and I know 
that I will inevitably (and proudly) continue to be a Scots 
lass, a Gael and a bit of a Teuchter.

Còisir Og a’ Bhac swept the boards at the national Mod in Glasgow in 1988.
Back row (left to right): Anita Maclean, Karen Murray, Carol Mackinnon, Erica Macdonald, Verity Dougan Watt, 

Alasdair Macleod, Iain Mackinnon
Middle row: Alasdair Gordon, Karen France, Jayne Macleod, Mairead Maclean, Alison Mackay, Anchris Murray, 

Angus Macleod, Mairi Macleod
Front row: Alan Maclean, Anne Macleod, Julie McKelvie, Dawn Maciver, Eilidh Macinnes, Yvonne Gunn, Innes 

Graham

Some of the students from the MTC
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By the time this is published, the Gress River season 2011 
will be up and running with official opening date of 1st June 
for fishing on the river. Trout fishing on the local lochs has 
already been going for a couple of months with May and 
June usually being quite productive on Loch Ullabhat. A visit 
to the lochs by myself in the first week of May to check out 
the boat moorings resulted in a nice couple of brownies up 
to 1lb.

Reflecting back to Season 2010 we managed to maintain 
the steady progress we have made over the last few years. 
We knew it would be a tough year for salmon, based on the 
four year cycle for Gress fish, but we managed to improve 
from 0 salmon in 2002, 3 salmon in 2006 to 16 in 2010. 
Hopefully things will continue to improve for that part of 
the cycle as it has always been detrimental to our yearly 
average catches. The prospects for 2011 are much more 
promising as we had 31 salmon in 2007 with 75% of these 
released to spawn on the river.

We carried out our annual Spring time sweep net exercise 
with the Fisheries Trust at the usual sample point during the 
first week of April. The river was in full spate for this exer-
cise, which made it extremely difficult to carry out the sweep 
effectively. Unfortunately a couple of us had to revert back 
to our bad old poaching habits to advise our scientist friends 
on how to get some fish in the net in such conditions. Happy 
memories, but these practices need to remain in the past to 
continue to make the river a successful community angling 
facility.

Our AGM was held on 22nd March at Back School, and also 
coincided with the announcement that the local Council had 

rejected an application for a fish farm near the Gress River 
estuary. This application has been hanging over us for the 
last couple of years, causing an awful lot of distraction from 
our long term plans for the Gress fishery, so it was a great 
relief to us that the Council realised the threat to the Broad 
Bay wild sea trout population should this have gone ahead.

We elected 3 new members to the GAA Committee at the 
AGM: John Macleod from Tolsta, John Macdonald from 
Gress and Calum Macrae from Back. Each is a most wel-
come addition and will add, in their own way, to the continu-
ing success of the Association. It was also decided at the 
AGM that, with the aid of the Fisheries Trust, we should run 
a family open day once more on the river sometime late 
summer after the schools reopen. This used to be a popu-
lar event in the early years of the Association, but latterly a 
combination of adverse weather and limited local interest 
led to its demise. Hopefully a new generation of youngsters 
might be enticed to take up fishing once they get introduced 
to it during such open days.

Fees for the season were kept at the previous rates of £25 
for full adult membership and season ticket, £5 for OAP and 
£4.50 for Juniors.

An inspection of the river pools after the winter storms and 
spates had subsided unfortunately showed that three of our 
weirs had suffered quite a bit of damage during the winter. 
This was put down to the weight of ice on them during the 
deep freeze conditions in December rather than high water 
levels, as these weirs have survived much higher river levels 
in previous years without this kind of damage. So it’s back 
to the stone work for the usual gang to try and get these 

GRESS ANGLING ASSOCIATION
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weirs repaired before the start of the 
salmon and sea trout runs in mid 
July.

Although it’s usually from mid July 
onwards we can expect the first 
decent amounts of salmon and sea 
trout to start coming up the river, 
that doesn’t mean that we won’t 
get fish before then. We have on 
previous occasions had salmon as 
early as the second week of June, 
so with that thought in mind I’m sure 
that come the 1st of June we’ll have 
all the usual suspects lining up to 
try and get the first salmon of the 
season. Any big Spring tides at that 
time will also entice sea trout into 
the Saltings Pools, no matter what 
the river level is like. Signposting of 
all these pools should have com-
menced by this time so people can 
identify their favourite fishing spot 
by name.

So it’s all systems go for another 
busy season for us and potentially 
going on past records it could be one 
of our best yet – if we get the right 
kind of rain at the right time! Tight 
lines for 2011.

A Murray

Special Interest DVDs
Back Free Church

The following DVDs will be available for sale over coming weeks:

Both DVDs have been produced by Mr Donald Murray.  All profits from the sales of the DVDs will be donated to the 
Church Hall Fund.
Order Form (√ as applicable)
(   )  Back Free Church Induction Service: August 2010 (3x DVDs)  Price: £16.00
(   ) Back Church Hall – From Construction to Completion (4x DVDs)  Price: £20.00

Name   ____________________________________________
Address   __________________________________________
  _________________________________________________

Please send your Order Form to:  Mr Donald Murray
     13 Gress
     Isle of Lewis 

Please make cheques payable to Donald Murray.

Back Free Church Induction Service: August 2010 (3x DVDs)    Price: £16.00
A complete recording of the induction of Rev Calum I Macleod to Back Free Church followed by the reception in 
Coll Community Centre. 

Back Church Hall – From Construction to Completion (4x DVDs)  Price: £20.00
A comprehensive overview of the construction of the church hall - from the laying of the foundations to its com-
pletion. 
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SGOIL A’ BHAC
Ceistean, Cèilidh is Cupan Tè
Pupils, parents, grannies and friends came together on 
Friday 13 May for a Quiz/Cèilidh evening, organised by the 
school staff and supported by Bòrd na Gaidhlig. Nineteen 
teams, each with between four and seven members, put 
their heads together to attempt ten rounds of questions, on 
a range of subjects including: Who’s Who? (Picture round); 
Gaelic culture; history; geography; sport; media; literature 
and kiddies’ round. Under the direction of quizmaster and 
host, local councillor Kenny Maciver, the evening provided 
much hilarity and entertainment as team rivalries came to the 
fore! Eventual winners, the ‘The Five Find-outers’, compris-
ing Catherine and John Macinnes, their daughters Alison and 
Jane and Angus Morrison (esteemed editor!), were presented 
with boxes of chocolates and certificates. The wooden spoon 
went to ‘The Inbetweeners’, who have requested no publicity 
– for obvious reasons! Musical items were performed during 
breaks by the folk group and school ceilidh band, under the 
leadership of Technical teacher Calum Mackay. A Taighean 
Innse Gall hamper of ‘energy goodies’ was won by Calum 
Maclennan, from Gress. Special thanks are due to the super-
efficient staff team which made the evening such a great suc-
cess and to Coinneach Mòr, for the bi-lingual banter!

Bòrd na Gaidhlig Primary Football Tournament
Shawbost A emerged winners of the annual Bòrd na Gaidhlig 
Primary Football Tournament, held at the Coll Centre on 
Thursday 12 May. In a nail-biting final, the boys from the 
west-side beat Back B, in front of a crowd of over 200 spec-
tators. The five-a-side event, organised and run by Wille 
Macdonald, involved pupils from Gaelic medium schools, 
including: Aird; Back; Barvas; Shawbost; Breasclete and 
Laxdale. Thanks are due to PE teacher, DJ Smith and DJ 
Macdonald, for their help on the night and to all the schools 
which participated in the event.

Choices for Life
Back School pupils (P6-S2) attended the Choices for Life 
event held at the Stornoway Sports Centre on Monday 9 
May. The action-packed national event, organised by the 
Scottish Constabulary, is a 2 hour programme designed to 
help children make positive “life decisions”. These events 
help children resist peer pressure and show them the benefits 
of opting for a healthy lifestyle, free of tobacco, alcohol and 
other harmful substances (i.e. drugs).

At each event positive messages are communicated to chil-
dren through music, drama and interactive activities and fea-
ture well known pop artists and celebrities. Both the energy 
and enthusiasm of all that take part makes a real and positive 
impact on young people. 

Parent Council News
The Back School Parent Council has donated £700 for the 
purchase of new books for the school library. This will provide 
a much-needed boost to our stock and help with our aim of 
making all pupils enthusiastic readers.

Junior Librarians
A group of pupils in S1/S2 has been running the school 
library this term. In addition to selecting and ordering books, 
pupils provide weekly story-time sessions for pupils in the 

infant class. This 
will develop confi-
dence in the older 
pupils as effec-
tive contributors 
and encourage 
a love of stories 
and reading in the 
younger learners.

Going Bananas!
Pupils and staff 
went bananas on 
Friday 13 May 
(Fruity Friday!) 
to raise funds for 
the World Cancer 
Research Fund. 
Those who par-
ticipated came to 
school dressed in yellow and donated £1, raising a total of 
£108.80.

Going up in the World …
Primary and secondary pupils were given climbing/abseiling 
instruction during the week beginning 9th May. Organised by 
Tim Pickering, who led the hour-long sessions, along with 
colleague Toby Marshall, the experience develops, not only 
physical skills, but also team-work and communication. All the 
pupils enjoyed the experience enormously, with some, who 
had been reluctant to start, overcoming their fears!

Tesco Bag-packing 
£836 was raised by parents and staff for school funds, on 
Saturday 7 May. Many thanks are due to all the volunteers, 
who gave up their time to support the school. Your ongoing 
commitment to the school is very much appreciated.

Ceòl Spioradail
Available shortly, from the school and local outlets, will be a 
CD of spiritual songs and psalm precenting, featuring present 
and former pupils from Back School. Production of the CD, 
including cover design and marketing, is part of a GP6/7 
enterprise activity, led by PT Primary Donna Macdonald. 
Thanks are due to former Primary Depute Headteacher, 
Catriona Stewart, for her assistance and support.

Bye Bye Bubbles!
Best wishes to Primary Auxiliary Catherine Macdonald who 
has left to care for her elderly mother. Her efficiency, infec-
tious laughter and sense of humour will be much missed by 
staff and pupils.

EP7 Fund-raising
Miss Murray’s class raised £256, for their school trip, on 
Friday 6 May by running a variety of stalls and other fund-
raising activities. 

Correction from last issue: In the Cross- country photo cap-
tion – pupils were second at North of Scotland champion-
ships, having already won the Western Isles event.
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BnG Football Teams

Back School Local Mod prize-winners 2011

(More Mod photos can be found at the back of the magazine)

Isabelle Bain
2nd Precenting (Secondary)

Unison Singing (School Roll 51 pupils +) Laxdale 
Cuach/ BP Golden Jubilee Trophy, 1st Bun Sgoil a’ Bhac

Unison Singing Puirt a Beul (Secondary)
2nd Ard Sgoil a’Bhac

Folk Group (Primary)
3rd Folk Group Competition

Folk Group (Secondary)
3rd Folk Group Competition

(Ann Marie Macdonald missing from picture)

Unison Boys U13 Matheson Cup
1st Prize Sgoil a’ Bhac

Eilidh Murray
1st Precenting (Primary)
Duais Dr Alasdair Barden

Bord na Gaidhlig Football FinalistsCalum’s full of energy! Calum Maclennan, 
winner of Taighean Innse Gall hamper

Going up in the world! Back 
pupils learn rock climbing skill
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TONG SCHOOL
Welcome to Rianna

Staff and pupils convey a warm welcome to Rianna 
McKelvie, who has recently joined the Primary One class.  
We hope Rianna enjoys being with us at Tong School.

Sharing Success

Our hardworking pupils seem to be just as busy outwith 
school as they are in the classroom. Well done to Grace 
Macleod, P1, who was presented with a certificate of Merit 
following her recent Highland Dancing exam.  Her fellow 
dancer, Isla Mackenzie, P2, was also awarded a certificate 
of Merit and a medal for her fancy footwork.

We as a school are also very proud of Caitlin Macdonald 
(P4) for winning First Prize for the Highland Fling at her 
recent Highland Dancing exam.  This is all the more 
remarkable as the category was for children aged between 
nine and fifteen years!  Caitlin was also awarded Second 
Prizes for the Sword Dance, the ‘Flora’ Dance and another 
Highland Fling.  What an excellent achievement, Caitlin and 
the lovely cup is a constant reminder of your special day.

Special congratulations are also due to Faith Macfarlane, 
P2, who was presented with a beautiful cup for ‘Endeavour’ 
at her Girls’ Brigade Prize Giving Evening.  This is a wonder-
ful achievement as Secondary School pupils were also eli-
gible for the prize.  Faith’s diligence and Perfect Attendance 
secured the award.  Keep it up, Faith!

Cycle Safety

An exciting new initiative has been added to our Cycling 
programme with P2/3 now receiving some Cycle Safety 
training.  Two of our parents, Mr Keith Bray and Mr John 
Alex Finlayson, who currently deliver Cycling Proficiency 
training to P6, have added this scheme into their very busy 
schedules.  We thank both gentlemen for giving of their time 
in this way.

Scripture Union

Mrs Julie Graham and Mrs Maureen Macdonald have 
kindly volunteered to start a Scripture Union (SU) Club 
within the school.  Although the club will begin officially in 
August, initial sessions have been held with P1-3 and P4-7 
to provide information. We were delighted to welcome back 
three former pupils to share their S.U. experiences at Back 
Secondary School.  Sarah Macleod, Eleanor Smith and 
Peter Macdonald were great speakers and excellent ambas-
sadors for their school.

Going Green!

Tong School received its third Green Flag Inspection from 
Mrs Paula Love, Eco Schools Assessment Officer for West 
Scotland on 10th May.  The pupils represented the school 
extremely well and shared their enthusiasm for all things 
green!

A garden tour with the ‘Green Team’ and Pupil Council was 
a particular highlight.  Mrs Love also visited each class and 
discussed their Eco work.  Pupils in P5-7 proudly showed 
their model of the school made using a variety of recycled 

items.  The morn-
ing concluded with 
a PowerPoint pres-
entation showcasing 
all the Eco activities 
with which the school 
is engaged.  P5-7 
delivered a very profes-
sional presentation.

Mrs Love then delighted all with her announcement that 
Tong School thoroughly deserved its third Green Flag.  Tong 
School is the first school in the Western Isles to receive this 
award.

Fruity Friday

Staff and pupils “Went Bananas on Fruity Friday” in order 
to raise money for The World Cancer Research Fund. 
Everyone came to school looking bright and cheerful in yel-
low on what turned out to be one of the warmest and sunni-
est days of the year. A very respectable £115 was raised on 
the day.

Choices for Life

On the 9th May, the primary sixes and sevens from Tong 
joined primary sixes and sevens from all over the island 
at the Choices for Life event. To begin with, we watched 
adverts associated with the dangers of taking drugs and 
smoking. Two rappers came onto the stage and sang two 
songs. After that we were shown video clips and took part in 
a game called ‘Choices Family Fortunes.’ The whole event 
was really good and made us realise about all the important 
life choices we will have to make as we move in to second-
ary school. A boy band called JMD3 entertained us and the 
Nicolson choir brought the event to a close.  It was an excel-
lent morning. We all enjoyed it!

By Ronan Sinclair P6 

Amazing Art Achievement

As part of a recent Science Festival competition, local 
schools were invited to enter pieces of art work depict-
ing Renewable Energy on the island.  Tong School swept 
the boards in the P4/5 category with Aaron Macleod (P5) 
winning first prize (£50.00) and a joint entry between Sian 
Ferguson and Shana Macphail (both P5) taking second 
place and sharing £30.00.  Not to be outdone, fellow class-
mate, Bethany Mackinnnon (P5) was awarded third prize 
and receives £20.00.  Kenneth Macleod (P7) and Ronan 
Sinclair (P6) were awarded second and third place respec-
tively in the P6/7 category.  Well done and happy shopping!

The prize winners attended a presentation at the Woodlands 
Centre in the Castle Grounds, aptly a very picturesque loca-
tion to receive certificates for creative work.   The pupils’ 
work can be viewed on the Stornoway Wind Farm website 
and all entries will be displayed in An Lanntair for the public 
to view.

Due to the large number of winning entries from Tong 
School, we also received an added bonus of £100.00 for 
the school to spend.  It was decided to purchase a fish tank 
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with three fishy friends as an extension to our Environmental 
work.

Assembly at Tong Mission House

Tong Mission House was the venue for our recent Assembly.  
It was lovely for staff and pupils to be together in a church 
setting.   We convey a sincere thank you to Reverend C.I. 
Macleod for accommodating our request and involving the 
children so fully in his lesson.

Visit from Tom Muir the Storyteller

On Tuesday 17th May P3-7 had a visit from a man from 
the Orkney Islands, Kirkwall. Tom taught us a story to tell, a 
really funny story. Tom also told us three other stories too. 

The first one Tom told us was about Fin Folk. Fin Folk was 
about a man who lived on a disappearing island. I thought 
Fin Folk was an amazing, surprising story. 

The next story Tom told us was about a huge Giant. The 
huge Giant ate children. Soon the village tried to kill the 
Giant, with axes. Later they cut his whole body into tiny 
pieces and threw them into a bonfire. The Giant became a 
cloud of midges and started to go after the people, and they 

still eat people now. This story surprised me a lot. 

The third story Tom told us was about a Stoorworm. When 
the Stoorworm came past he would make an earthquake 
and destroy the village. The Stoorworm eats seven maidens 
for breakfast. Soon there were not enough maidens left for 
the men to marry, and they would be lonely men. I thought 
that the story was fantastic. 

The last story Tom told us was Silly Jack. One day Jack’s 
mother said “Jack it’s time you got a job and some money.” 
So Jack went off to get a job, so he went to work at a farm.

I thought Tom Muir was funny and amazing. 
               Reported by Tori MacKinnon P3

Tuesday 17th May 2011 P3-7 we had a visit from Tom Muir, 
a storyteller.  He had amazing stories. He is from Orkney. 
He came in the afternoon. He told us 3 supercalifragilisticex-
pialidocious stories. I like the one with the giant. I liked all of 
them but the giant story was my favourite story because the 
giant said I’m coming to eat you! That was very funny, we all 
laughed. The best part was that he came and he is the best 
storyteller ever and then he sat next to me for a photo I was 
happy to hear stories. 

           Reported by Charlotte Penman P3

Winners of art competition

Wearing yellow on ‘Fruity Friday’

Welcome to Rianna

Sharing Faith’s Success!

Tong School Celebrating their 3rd Green Flag!
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Occasions Florist 
Tel No: 706616       

Tel No: 705656
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden 
Centre



21

 BACK 
IN 

TIME

JUNE 1941
News from Germany

Further news of conditions in the German camp at Stalag are 
given in a letter recently received by Miss Kate Macleod, 
Catherine Hill, Vatisker, from her brother Neil A Macleod, who 
was captured with the Ross Battery.  The letter is dated 18 May 
1941, and after some personal references to news of friends 
which he had received from home, he writes:- “I suppose you 
are well on with the Spring work by now.  The weather here 
is lovely just now, and as this is a farming district it reminds 
me very much of home to see them ploughing and planting the 
same as we used to do.  Up to now we have had seven Red 
Cross parcels, so that really we are not too bad off after all, as 
long as the weather stays half decent.”  Earlier he had men-
tioned that he had received a personal parcel from home about 
two months previously, and asked for a good pair of working 
boots in the next parcel.

Church News

The Rev. Donald Macdonald, Cross, Ness, occupied the Back 
Free Church pulpit last Sabbath, 22nd June.  He preached with 
much acceptance in the morning from Philippians, chapter 1, 
verse 6:  “Being confident of this very thing, that He which 
hath began a good work in you will perform it until the day of 
Jesus Christ” and at the evening service from St Luke’s gospel, 
chapter 18, verse 10: “Two men went up into the temple to 
pray , the one a Pharisee and the other a publican”.  Large con-
gregations attended both diets of worship.

Missing Seamen

News has been received by Mr and Mrs John Macdonald, 32 
Gress, that their son Murdo, a member of the crew of a mer-
chant ship, which was sunk some time ago through enemy 
action, is missing and presumed lost.  Mrs Mary Maciver, 37 
Vatisker, whose son, Norman, was serving on the same vessel 
has received similar news.  Norman Maciver, was married last 
year to Mary Ann, daughter of Mr and Mrs Macgregor, Shader, 
Point, and resided in Glasgow.

The Late Mr John Murray

A gloom was cast over the district when it became known 
that Mr John Murray, 18 Back, had passed away at the Lewis 
Hospital on the 23rd May, after a brief illness.  The deceased, 
who was aged 54 years, was employed near Stornoway for 
a short time and was actually engaged at his work on the 
Tuesday afternoon prior to his passing.  He was for a number 
of years in Canada, where he was engaged in farming, and was 
for another short period in the Mercantile Marine.  On return-
ing home from Canada, he took over his father’s business as a 
shoemaker.

He was a shrewd businessman and was held in high esteem in 
the district. Of a very quiet disposition, he never made a pub-
lic profession of his faith in the Redeemer of Mankind, but he 
gave ample evidence of his walk in life and conversation that 
the root of the matter was in him and he was a regular attender 
at the outward means of grace through the week and on the 
Sabbath.  He is survived by his wife and two young children.  
At the funeral, which was largely attended, the chief mourner 
was his brother, Mr Murdo Murray.

Sad News

News has been received recently by Mr and Mrs Kenneth 
Murray, 2 Upper Coll, that their son, William, a member of 
the crew of a British vessel sunk through enemy action, is not 
among the survivors, and is presumed lost.  There were only 
two survivors, a soldier and a sailor, who were landed at a West 
of Scotland port.

Naval Ratings on Leave

Members of the crew of HMS “Salopian”- Kenneth Macleod 
and Alexander Macleod (brothers), 20 Back; Murdo Graham, 
5 Gress; Murdo Maciver, 49 Coll; John MacLeod, 43 Coll; are 
home on survivor’s leave.  Other ratings on leave are – Norman 
Campbell, 6 Vatisker; Alex Martin, 17 Vatisker; Hugh Maciver, 
36 Vatisker; Murdo Macleod, School Street, Vatisker; Donald 
Macleod, 19 Vatisker; Petty Officer Alexander Macleod, 
youngest son of Mr and Mrs Norman Macleod, Lighthill, 
Vatisker, left recently to rejoin his ship.

The Late Mrs Alex Maciver

The irreparable loss suffered by the family of the late Mrs Alex 
Maciver, who passed away on Sunday 18th May, at 21 Aird 
Tong, has evoked deep and heartfelt sympathy in this district, 
where her charm and kindly disposition won her very high 
regard.  Her passing at the comparatively early age of 50 has 
deprived one of the most esteemed homes in this community 
of a devoted and lovable wife and mother.  The deceased was 
the youngest daughter of the late George Macleod (Seoras 
Aonghais) and a very dutiful daughter she proved to her par-
ents in their declining years.  After her marriage to Mr Alex 
Maciver of Coll, the young couple happily settled down at the 
old home, proving themselves two of the most industrious and 
respectable householders in the village and giving their fam-
ily of four – three sons and a daughter – a most exemplary 
upbringing.  When it became apparent, a few years ago, that 
Mrs Maciver’s health was failing, her husband and relatives 
spared no effort or sacrifice to bring about an improvement.  
Despite their tender care she never fully recovered her former 
robustness, though until a few weeks ago she was able to get 
up.  One cannot too highly praise her sister, Mrs Macmillan, in 
this connection.  The latter came to stay in her father’s home 
after her sons left for USA and has since mothered the house-
hold in a most admirable way.  Mrs Maciver’s long illness was 
borne in a beautiful Christian spirit of patience and gratitude, 
and it was a source of great comfort to her loved ones that her 
mind became more and more centred on higher things as her 
bodily strength failed.  The Bible was her constant companion 
and discussion of spiritual matters with like-minded visitors a 
source of great pleasure to her.  Before she peacefully passed 
away, she was heard quoting these words, “I will come again 
and receive you unto myself, that where I am there, ye may be 

(continued on page 23)
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also”.  The many friends who greatly regret the severity of the 
blow sustained by this gentle lady’s husband, family, brothers 
and sisters, feel a special measure of sympathy for her eldest 
son, George, who left home to join the Merchant Service some 
months ago, and for her brothers, Allan and George, in Canada.  
In their sorrow, they may well be comforted by the legacy of 
fragrant memories she has left them.

Obituary

William Macleod, 42 Coll, died on active service some weeks 
ago.  Some time before the outbreak of war he underwent two 
serious operations in the Lewis Hospital, but made a fairly 
good recovery.  His convalescence was of short duration, how-
ever, and only prepared him for testing times which lay ahead.  
For, when war broke out, he did not wait to be called up, as one 
does in the normal course of events, but immediately offered 

his services and enlisted in the Patrol Section of the Royal 
Navy.  He came through the fiery ordeal of Dunkirk unscathed 
– out of the very jaws of death – to die ten months later in 
less dangerous circumstances.  William was endowed with a 
maturity of wisdom which is seldom to be expected from one 
of his years.  His transparent integrity and inherent attractive-
ness of character could not fail to impress one.  Neither could 
his beautiful qualities fail to have their influence felt.  Seldom 
has a youth won the affection of his colleagues as much as he.  
His passing is a hard and grievous blow and oft times it is hard 
to realise that we shall see him no more.  His presence will be 
greatly missed in the ship which he served, and the community 
in which he was nurtured will be deeply conscious of a great 
loss.  He was nineteen years of age.  An elder brother is serving 
with the Merchant Navy. (J.M)
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From the 
Archives...

A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

10 Years Ago
The June 2001 LATN carried the following report of the 
Look Back and Laugh event held by Sgoil a’ Bhac.

“A tongue-in-cheek dramatisation of events which have 
impacted on Sgire a’ Bhac during the last 1000 years.” This 
production took place in the Gym Hall of Back School on 
Tuesday evening, 1 May, and Wednesday afternoon, 2 May. 
On Tuesday evening the hall was packed and the atmosphere 
electric; on Wednesday, with the first performance under their 
belts, the players were more relaxed, even confident enough for 
a few ad-libs, which added to the audience’s enjoyment.

The title of the entertainment was “Look Back and Laugh”, 
and laugh the audience did, and applaud, loud and long. What 
was offered was a series of twelve episodes culled from the 
history of the district of Back from the days of the Vikings to 
some very topical election speeches from prospective MSPs 
wishing to represent the Back District in Parliament. The link 
which bound such disparate subjects as Bonnie Prince Charlie’s 
flight across the Arnish Moor, Lord Leverhulme, Who Wants 
to be a Millionaire? etc. was a History class - quite an unruly 
History class - revising for an exam and giving their gowned 
and mortar-boarded teacher a hard time. The banter flew back 
and forth between teacher and pupils, with local people and 
councillors, the Auld Enemy across the water, Point Football 
Club, and others fair game for the quips and jokes which led on 
to each following scene.

The staging was admirable, the classroom links being played 
out at the front of the main hall, leaving the stage free for 
the rest of the action. On stage the sets were simple with the 
minimum of props, which meant that scene changes could be 
quickly and efficiently made and momentum and interest kept 
up.

The sound system and lighting were of a high standard. 
Because of the clarity of the sound the audience was able 

to appreciate fully all of the jokes and references to local 
personalities. Musical accompaniment was provided by a fine 
school orchestra which also played during the changing of the 
scenes. This, together with the links from the History class, 
made of the different scenes a cohesive whole.

The entire production was so good that I kept thinking what a 
pity it could not have had a wider audience - however, another 
audience would have missed the point of many of the jokes 
and local allusions. But what talent there is in Back School - 
the talent of the writers, the singers and musicians, the talent 
for comedy and characterisation of the actors, the capacity 
for hard work, the attention to detail - all very impressive. 
The whole school took part, every single child, from the wee 

Concerned parents protest at plans to close Back Secondary
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ones of PI to the grandees of SII. But not only the pupils were 
on stage; several local “worthies” made cameo appearances 
to loud applause: there was a platoon from “Dad’s Army” 
demonstrating their parade ground skills and a line-up of 
former stalwarts of the Back football team.

In his speech to the audience before the show Mr MacLean, the 
headmaster, acknowledged the hard work put in by everyone 
connected with the production and paid tribute to the help and 
support the school had received from the community in staging 
the show, citing the splendid new curtains, the title banner, and 
the costumes as examples.

A video has been made which can be bought from Sgoil a’ 
Bhac. The silver collection which was taken in aid of Bethesda 

Home and Hospice raised the staggering total of £815, a 
wonderful reward for an excellent effort.

In the News in June 2001: Tony Blair’s Labour Party 
elected for a second term in the General Election. 

5 Years Ago
The June 2006 LATN reported on parents attending a 
meeting at Back School, protesting at the Council’s plans 
to close the Secondary Department.

Community Council Outing to Uig, 1995

Back row: Domhnall Mhurchadh Chalum, Swannie, Murchadh 
an Sailor, Iain Allan Hector

Front: Domhnall Mhurdo, Willie Poshan, Alasdair Jake, Jock 
Maclennan, Uilleam Bobshie, Pedro, Coinneach Beag, possible 

friend of Murchadh an Sailor Mary and Annie Macfarlane, Tong
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Back School, 1978
Back row (left to right): Kenneth Murray (Coll), Alasdair Mackay (Tong), Gordon Mackenzie (Tong), Iain Murdo 

Macdonald (Gress), Iain Morrison (Tolsta), Murdo Macdonald (Tolsta)
Middle row: Catherine Campbell (Tong), John McCarthy (Back), Arthur Mackintosh (Coll), George Macdonald (Tong), 

Kenina Smith (Tong)
Front row: Catriona Cook (Vatisker), Cathleen Macleod (Tong), Tina Mackenzie (Gress), Angela Morrison (Tolsta), Anne 

Macdonald (Tolsta), Christine Maclean (Tolsta)

Dingwall Mod 
1991, Duncan 
Maclean, New 

Street, carrying 
Jayne Macleod, 
Broadbay View, 

after injuring her 
knee prior to the 

Mod. Catriona 
Maclean, 12 Coll, 

and Christine 
Macleod, 18 Coll, 

walking behind.

Taken outside 
John Murray’s 
Post office in 

the 60s

A Gress Gathering
Front row (left to right): William Morrison (Beag), 34 

Gress; Murdo Maciver (Potion), 36 Gress; Willie (Potion), 
36 Gress; Alan Macdonald (Alan Hector), 35 Gress
Back row: George Macleod (a’ Chrinneag), 1 Gress; 

Margaret Hector, 35 Gress; Mary Ann Graham, 41 Gress; 
baby John Mhic Uilleam, 34 Gress (bean Tohan’s brother); 

Annie Macdonald (Anna Hector), 35 Gress; Donald 
Maciver, 36 Gress
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Probably the greatest highlight of the garden is to see 
your newly planted seed germinating.  It is a miracle of 

nature.  Due to excessive rain last year I decided to plant 
the onion sets this year under a black membrane, by cut-
ting small holes in the fabric and planting the onion sets 
through each hole.  Onions don’t take kindly to either soggy 
or over-dry soil.  A considerable number last year went on 
to develop neck-rot after being lifted and dried.  Other grow-
ers complained of the same problem.  Whether this was due 
to the onion not being allowed to develop properly because 
of weather conditions, I cannot tell.  The fabric will also will 
provide ground cover, thus stifling the weeds and will also 
generate heat to the soil.  Time will tell if this proves suc-
cessful.  A sprinkling of potato fertiliser was raked in a few 
weeks before planting.

To improve the soil condition in the potato plot (it’s third 
year), I planted mustard seed as green manure and after a 
month, dug it into the soil.  Along with this I raked in chicken 

pellets.  The leeks are approaching pencil thickness and 
should be ready for the beginning of June. Planting weak 
spindly leeks is not recommended.  Get them as thick as 
possible in the pots and once the roots begin to protrude, 
stand them in a weak feeding solution every third day.

Using a plastic ice-cream container, either crush half a 
dozen chicken pellets in water or use a few nettle heads 
soaked in water, or use both which make an ideal solution 
for growth. Alternatively a few sheep’s droppings mixed with 
water would serve the purpose.

For planting carrot seed an old gardener once told me that 
rather than plant in single rows every twelve inches, he 
would make two rows, four inches apart, still spacing the 
twin rows twelve inches apart.  He said that that way you 
can increase your yield from a small plot.

From the Poileagan

   Anns a’   Anns a’
 ghàrradh... ghàrradh...MIRACLES OF NATURE
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SGEULACHDAN
Turas Dhachaigh

Rinn am bus a shlighe slaodach troimh’n dùthaich. Bha trùir 
fhireannaich a’ cabadaich air mo chùlaibh mu dheidhinn cho 
blàth ‘s a bha an sàmhradh am bliadhna. “Bha an aimsir 
dìreach mìorbhaileach am bliadhna,” thuirt aon dhuibh. “ O 
bha, bhuain mi a’ mhoine gu math luath am bliadhna. Chan 
eil mi a’ smaoineachadh gun do thòisich e ag uisge fad an 
t-sàmhraidh.”

“Bha fras bheag ann air madainn Latha na Dròbh.”

“O tha cuimhne agam, bha na boireannaich fiadhaich oir bha 
iad fliuch.” 

Thòisich iad uile a ’gaireachdainn a’ smaoineachadh air na 
boireannaich aig an taigh a’ sguabadh an làr no a’ glanadh 
a’ chidsin. Aig an àm ud thòisich mise a’ smaoineachadh air 
an duine agamsa.

A’ coimhead a-mach tron an uinneig shalach cha b’urrainn 
dhomh smaoineachadh air càil ach m’athair agus mo 
mhàthair. Tha cuimhne glè mhath agam air an latha a 
dh’fhàg mi an taigh, an latha a dh’fhàg mi an taigh le mo 
mhàileid airson a dhol a Chanada.

“Thug Màiri liosta dhomh le na “messages” aice. Tha uiread 
de stuth an seo cha mhòr gum faic mise am baile. Feumaidh 
mi briogais ùr do dh’ Iain, bonaid ùr dhomh fhìn……”

“Shiorraidh mhòr nach e Màiri a tha ag iarraidh na h-uiread,” 
thuirt am fear tapaidh. “Tha Màiri agamsa duilich a riarach-
adh.”

A’ coimhead thairis air an fhearainn, tha cuimhne agam air 
an latha a chaidh mi mach air mo phàrantan.

“Tha mise dol dhan taigh-seinnse.”

“Dè? A bheil fhios agad dè an uair a tha e!”

Cha robh m’athair no mo mhàthair ag iarraidh orm falbh 
a Chanada. Thuirt iad gu robh An Talamh Fuar fada 
ro fhada air falbh ach bha mi ag iarraidh falbh. Bha mi 
a’smaoineachadh aig an àm gum biodh obair mhath agam. 
Bha mi a’smaoineachadh gur e smuain mhath a bh’ann aig 
an àm. Chan eil a-nis. 

Dh’fhalbh mi tràth anns a’ mhadainn an latha às dèidh an 
argamaid le m’ athair. Bha mi air an t-soitheach “Claymore” 
airson mòran laithean. As deidh sin fhuair mi obair nam 
shearbhant. Cha do chòrd sin rium ach bha mi faighinn pàig-
headh math. Tha mi air a bhith aig an “Lockhart Residence” 
nam shearbhant airson deich bliadhna. Seo far na choinnich 
mi ri Robert Lockart.

“A bheil thu ag aitheachadh a’ bhoireannaich air beulaibh a’ 
bhus?” thuirt am fear tapaidh. Chan eil mi a’ smaoineachadh 
gu robh fios aige gu robh Gàidhlig agam.

“Chan eil, s’ dòcha gur e strainnsear a dh’innte.”

“’S dòcha,” thuirt an dithis eile.

Sheas iad an àirde agus stad am bus le brag.

“Good day,” thuirt am fear tapaidh rium.

“Feasgair math,” thuirt mi. Cha mhòr nach do thuit an 

truaghan a-mach air a’ bhus. Bha e a’ smaoineachadh gur e 
Sasanach a bh’annam ach chan e.

Na mo cheann bha mi a’ smaoineachadh air dè chanadh m’ 
athair nuair a dh’innsinn dha gun robh mi pòsta aig Robert 
Lockart. Chanadh e gur e òinseach a  bha annam. Sheas 
mi an àirde agus stad am bus. Leum mi a-mach às a’ bhus 
agus a’ seasamh an sin bha mo mhàthair agus mo phiuthar 
ann an aodach dubh.

Jane Macinnes S2a, Sgoil a’ Bhac

Obh, Obh ...
Tha cuimhne glè mhath agam air a’ chiad uair a chaidh 
mi dhan eaglais. Bha mi trì no ceithir agus bha mi a’ cadal 
aig taigh mo sheanmhair air oidhche Shathairne. Thog mo 
mhàthair, m’athair ‘s mo bhràithrean mi air Là na Sàbaid 
airson a dhol dhan an eaglais. Bha mi dìreach air bhioran. 
Bhithinn a’ toirt leam baga airson mo Bhioball, mo pheann 
agus mo leabhar sgrìobhaidh a chumail ann nuair a bha 
mi òg. (Cha bhi a nis.) Thug mi leam teadaidh gu taigh mo 
ghranaidh ‘s mo sheanair. ‘S e cù geal a bh’ ann agus nam 
brùthadh tu a mhionach, bhitheadh e a’ cluich ceòl. ‘S e 
Flower of Scotland a bhitheadh e a’ cluich. Nuair a bha mi 
a’ dol dhan eaglais cha do chuimhnich mi toirt an teadaidh 
a-mach às mo bhaga.

Shuidh mi anns an t-suidheachan eadar mo bhràithrean. 
’S mi a bha a’ faireachdainn pròiseil. Ach cha do sheas sin 
fada... Shuidh mise 

air mo bhaga agus siud agad, an eaglais gu lèir ag 
èisteachd ris a’ bheathach ghòrach a’ seinn Flower of 
Scotland! Bha mi-fhèin agus mo theaghlach air ar dearg 
nàireachadh! Bha sinn a’ brùthadh an salachair rud, ‘s cha 
stadadh e! Mu dheireadh thall stad e. Gun fhiosd dha mo 
bhràthair agus mus do sheall e ris fhèin bha an seinneadair 
againn fo mhàs agus a’ seinn a-rithist. 

Bha sin gu leòr dha mo bhràthair. Dh’ èirich e a-mach agus 
sheas e aig an doras mòr gus an do stad am bleigeaird 
beathaich  a chur a-mach. Bha e fèir mar leanabh beag. 
Cha sguireadh e a sheinn!

Innsidh mi rudeigin dhuibh, cha bhi aon bhaga a’ tighinn 
faisg ormsa air Là na Sàbaid a-rithist. Nan cluinneadh tu an 
turrulaich a bh’ anns an taigh agamsa an oidhche sin!

Leanne Macdonald S1a, Sgoil a’ Bhac
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Material for 
publication in the JUNE issue of Loch a Tuath News must be 

in before WEDNESDAY 15h JUNE 2011

Stephen Drummond
1st Accordion under 13

Leanne Macdonald
1st Best Actor/Actress

1st The Most Promising 
Melodeon Player in the 

Loch a Tuath Area

Catriona Bain
1st Primary Overall Literary

1st Melodeon Under 13
1st Literary Prize Class 6-7

2nd Sgeulachd Open 
Primary

3rd Conversation Open 
Primary

3rd Solo Singing Girls (9-12)

Finlay Emmott
1st Literary Prize Class

P4 -5

Calum Maclennan
1st Sgeulachd Open 

Primary
2nd Conversation Open 

Primary

Isabelle Bain
1st Literary Prize S1-S2

1st Sgeulachd Open 
Secondary

1st Girls Solo Ages 13-15 
(Silver Pendant)

3rd Traditional Singing 
(13-18)

Luke Macleod
Recitation Ages 5-6

Leanne Smith
2nd Literary Class P1-2

Sharyn Ferguson
2nd Literary Prize S1-S2

2nd Sgeulachd Open 
Secondary

Jane Macinnes
1st Recitation Ages 13-15

Mari Maclennan
1st Duet singing Girls Age 

13-18
with Annabel Maclennan
1st Tradidtional Gaelic 
Singing (Secondary)
3rd Melodeon (13-18)

John Alasdair Bain
2nd Literary Prize Class

P4-5

Ann Marie Macdonald
2nd Melodeon Under 13

Gavin Marnoch
2nd Solo Singing Aged 

9 – 12 Fluent
2nd Fiddle Under 13

Hannah Macleod
2nd Solo Singing Girls 

Aged 5-8

Ross Maciver
1st Literary Prize Class 1-3

Kitty Maciver
2nd Recitation

Aged 5-6 (Fluent)

Koren Pickering
3rd Traditional Solo 
Singing (Primary)

Tearlach Barden
3rd Fiddle Aged 13 – 18

3rd Literary Prize Farpais 
S1-S2

Catherine Macdonald
1st Girls Solo Singing 

9-12 Fluent

Playlet (Open Secondary)
2nd Ard Sgoil a’ Bhac Secondary 1

Playlet (Open Secondary)
1st  Ard Sgoil a’ Bhac Secondary 2


