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FÀILTE
Welcome to the July/August edition 
of Loch a Tuath News. This month 
we have added a few extra pages for 
a bumper summer edition. We have 
a number of interesting articles for 
you. Mal Macleod recently visited the 
Faroe Islands with some other Upper 
Coll worthies and his account of life 
on the islands in comparison with 
Lewis is well worth reading. DA ‘Cab’ 
Stewart has provided us with some 
of his childhood memories of growing 
up in Back. He is also interested in 
finding out the origin of some of the 
nicknames of people from the area. 
Get in touch with us if you are able 
to help, as the topic of nicknames is 
a fascinating one. Norman Graham 
has provided us with an article about 
his parents’ experiences during 
the war. This article came about in 
response to pieces which appeared 
in previous issues. It’s always great 
to get responses to items which have 
appeared in the LATN, so please be 
encouraged to get in touch if any of 
our articles or photos jog memories. 
We have some more stories from 
New Zealand and an account 
of Còisir Sgìr’ a’ Bhac’s recent 
successful participation in Cuirm nan 

Còisir in Poolewe. We have a range 
of photos for you and we have news 
from Back Sabbath School, Brownies 
and football news. The summer 
term is always extremely busy in the 
schools and we have news of their 
activities and lists of prizewinners 
from Back and Tong School. Agnes 
Macdonald, Headteacher of Sgoil a’ 
Bhac, has now been in her post for 
a year and she has taken part in an 
interview for LATN this month. 

And as well as all of that, we have 
our other regular features too, such 
as As na Bailtean, From the Manse, 
Back in Time, From the Archives, 
Duilleag na Gàidhlig and Anns a’ 
Ghàrradh.  Many thanks to those 
of you who have contributed to this 
month’s issue.

The AGM of Loch a Tuath News 
takes place on Tuesday 16 August at 
7pm in Sgoil a’ Bhac. All are welcome 
to attend and get involved with 
helping their community paper.

Cover photo: Kenneth Maciver, Iain 
Macaulay and Mal Macleod in the 
Faroe Islands
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passed peacefully away at his own 
home at 11 Vatisker on Saturday 4th 
June.  He was surrounded and nursed 
lovingly by his own family to the end.

Iain was the son of Alexander and 
Catherine Kennedy, one of a large 
family of 4 sons and 6 daughters.  
Although Iain was always regarded as 
a “Marvig boy” he was actually born 
in Stornoway.  The family, however, 
moved to his grandfather’s house in the 
village of Marvig in South Lochs when 
Iain was a child, a place noted for kind 
people, with good fishing skills and 
keen wit. 

Very early in life Iain, in company with 
other village lads, was conscious of 
the very strong call of the sea and a 
hunger for the knowledge which could 
be gained from the sea. He naturally 
and eventually came to know it in its 
many and varied moods and guises. 
Iain always respected it and in God’s 
providence found that it never failed 
to provide for his own, his family’s and 
other people’s requirements.

In an interview with LaTN some eight 
years ago he spoke of how from an 
early age his pastime along with that of 
his contemporaries entailed supplying 
the household with fish.  His tutor and 
mentor, Dòmhnall Mòr, assessed their 
progress and competency by their 
ability “…to swing a skate by its tail, 
pull the head off a dallag or take the 
hook out a wriggling cnodan’s mouth…”

It is unnecessary here to give a 
detailed account of Iain’s fishing 
career but to briefly refer to how, as 
a teenager, he began as a cook or 
“galley slave” and coiler on the drifter 
the Kilravock Castle and from there 
through time he went on to own and 
skipper the Resolve Sy 11 in 1968.  
Iain maintained that in that industry 
progress was made and experience 
gained not only by praise and 
encouragement but also by admonition 
and good discipline!

Towards the end of August 1939 he 
was called up along with all other RNR 
reservists and joined a ship which 
was operating on the critical Northern 
Patrol. Early in the first year of the 
conflict he evidenced the ravages of 
war at first hand for he was in Scapa 
Flow when the battleship HMS Royal 
Oak was sunk with the tragic loss of 
833 men. Looking back on that time 
Iain reflected, “Fate has been good to 
me, I often think of the young lives that 
were lost all around me.”

AS NA 
BAILTEAN

BACK / VATISKER
New Hips 

Several ladies in the district have 
recently had hip-replacement opera-
tions in Ospadal nan Eilean.  First on 
the list was Mrs Morag Stewart, 26 
Vatisker.  She made a quick recovery 
and is now back at work.  Another 
Stewart lady, Anna Bheag, 18 Vatisker, 
followed her neighbour some weeks 
later on to the “op” table.  She too has 
made a good recovery and is steadily 
re-gaining mobility.  And to complete 
the trio of Stewart ladies, Nan of 12 
Back is now back at home and is mov-
ing with less pain than before – keep 
going Nan – it takes time but it will be 
worth it.  Well done ladies and well 
done Mr Pye - the Stewart section of 
the consultant’s waiting list is shorter 
now! 

Best Wishes

Miss Catherine Stewart, 10 Back, is 
at the time of writing, making a good 
recovery following surgery at the 
Aberdeen Royal Infirmary.  All her 
former pupils and friends wish her a 
speedy recovery. 

Burnside Sisters 

Two sisters who were well known in 
the district in former days have passed 
away recently within a few months of 
each other.   Mrs Ishbel Mackenzie, 
formerly Burnside, who was married 
in Bayble died at the beginning of the 
year.  Her sister Annie, who was mar-
ried in Canada, also passed away 
just weeks ago.  The Burnside family, 
which included a brother, Rob, was well 
known and popular in the district.  The 
community remembers Kay’s family of 
39B Vatisker with affection. Sympathy 
is sent to all their respective families.

Iain Kennedy – Fisherman, Crofter, 
Friend 

Iain Kennedy

Iain Kennedy – Iain Mast – who at the 
age of 91 years was one of the oldest 
male members of the community, 

Following the end of the war in 1945 he 
joined the Merchant Navy and sailed 
for a number of years to New Zealand, 
Australia and South America.  After 
spending some years deep-sea he 
returned to his true vocation, fishing in 
the Minch with his own boat, and his 
own “very good crew”.  Iain remained 
part of the Stornoway fleet until he 
reached the age of 70.

As a very successful fisherman for 
many years and as a diligent member 
of our crofting community Iain Mast 
gained and retained the respect of all of 
his colleagues both old and young.  He 
was of a kind, gentle nature, peaceable 
and tolerant in all his relationships.  He 
has left behind the memory of a good 
friend whose own memory was stored 
with many detailed stories of incidents, 
anecdotes and characters from his 
native village and from Vatisker to 
which he came to stay over 60 years 
ago.  These tales of by-gone days he 
shared in a delightful way.  Needless 
to say Iain Mast possessed a generous 
share of real humour and the writer 
always found that time spent by his 
stove-side was always very profitable 
and stimulating.  

Iain was pre-deceased by Ciorstaidh, 
his wife of over 50 years and it is true 
to say that he never after seemed to 
fully recover his old vigour or much 
of his cheerful, humorous disposition.  
Iain continued to attend church 
services until the beginning of his last 
distressing illness.  Then he patiently 
awaited the Lord’s will, tenderly nursed 
by his devoted family.  Iain, like some 
of the New Testament figures, was a 
fisherman and I believe that before the 
end came that he was in possession 
of “the pearl of great price” and we 
can now say that he has reached “the 
desired haven”.  Ann sin tha iad ro ait 
airson gu bheil iad gu sàmhach beò, 
‘s gun d’thug e iad do’n chaladh sin ‘s 
don phort bu mhiannach leo.”

Sincere sympathy is extended to his 
beloved family, his son, daughters 
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and grandchildren and to his surviving 
brother and sisters. 

A Friend 

COLL
Bereavement 

We were shocked and saddened on 
the evening of Wednesday 15th of 
June when news came of the death 
of Janette Martin, (nighean Ina and 
the late Angus Murray, 13 Coll) at the 
young age of 33 years. She leaves 
a young family of two daughters, 
Alana who is 4 and Grace who is 2. 
Our thoughts are with her husband 
Stephen, her mother Ina, brothers 
Donald John and family, Kevin and 
family, and all other relatives too 
numerous to name. All friends and 
neighbours are also in our thoughts at 
this sad time.

Best Wishes

Best wishes to Iain Angus Murray, 
57 Coll, who at the time of writing 
is recovering from surgery for a hip 
replacement. We hope it won’t be too 
long until we see you out and about. 
Also recovering from surgery for a hip 
replacement is Chrissie Bella Smith, 73 
Coll (Old Post Office).  We hope you 
keep up the steady progress.

 To Annie Maclean (banntrach Tash), 
12 Coll, who also spent some time in 
the Western Isles Hospital we send our 
best wishes.

Maisie

Maisie Smith

Pictured is Maisie Smith, born 2nd April 
2011, daughter of Calum and Anne, 
33a Coll, with her brother Luc. The fam-
ily will shortly be moving to 13 Back.

GRESS
Condolences 
Sincere condolences from the village 
go to the Macleod family (No. 34) on 

the death of their mother Catriona 
(banntrach Tothan) on 27th May aged 
88 years. Catriona was born in Tolsta 
of a family of nine, but only six reached 
adulthood. When she was a baby she 
was carried to Gress when the first of 
the families made their homes here in 
the village in the early twenties. Her 
husband Norman passed away in 
2000. They had six of a family and she 
worked hard on the croft. When her 
health broke down she was lovingly 
cared for by her own family in her own 
home for as long as they were able to 
do so. Her son Iain managed to come 
for her funeral from New Zealand. We 
extend our sympathy to Iain, John 
Norman, Christine, Murdina, William, 
Murdo and all their families in their sad 
loss.

Catherine Macleod

Condolences also go to Jean Anderson 
(No. 7) whose mother Johanna Rankin, 
Laxdale, died on 1st June aged 89 
years. Her husband predeceased her 
last year. They had a long healthy life 
together and had nine children, of 
which seven are still alive. They ten-
derly cared for their mother in her own 
home. We send our sympathy to them 
all.

School CD
Thank you to Back School for the 
Spiritual CD tunes which are being 
enjoyed by many.  A thank you also 
goes to Catriona Stewart who spent 
many hours on them after her retire-
ment from the school. We would also 
like to wish her a speedy recovery after 
her surgery in Aberdeen.

Best Wishes
Get well wishes also go to Donald 
MacDonald, Dondy, formerly of 8 
Gress, who is presently in Raigmore 
Hospital after having surgery. We hope 
to see you home soon.

Memories
I enjoyed Jocky’s May holiday memo-
ries from New Zealand (in the May 
issue) as it brought back memories to 
me. I remember the day of the truants 
well, round about 1948. The truants 
were all from Gress: Pedro, Dondy, 

Kipper and my brother William. Jocky 
was the youngest and when confronted 
the next day told the truth. They were 
on Class V (now P7) and never forgot 
how their teacher treated them. She 
put them to the back seat of the class 
and ignored them for quite a long time. 
They never forgot it and would not 
dream of doing it again. (Ishbal) 

TONG
New Moderator

 Rev James Maciver

Rev. James MacIver has been appoint-
ed as Moderator of The Free Church 
of Scotland. Although Mr. MacIver is 
a minister across the other side of the 
Loch a Tuath at Knock Free Church, 
and his wife Donna also comes from 
Point, he still has very strong connec-
tions with Aird Tong. He was born and 
brought up here and attended Tong 
School. He is the son of the late James 
and Seonag Maciver, 33 Aird Tong. The 
very best wishes of the community are 
extended to Rev. and Mrs Maciver.

New Baby

Taylor Murray

Congratulations to Annismarie and 
Kenny Macfarlane following the birth 
of their baby boy Taylor Murray, born 
on 27th May, a lovely wee brother 
for Faith (7) and Edith (5). Taylor is 
grandchild number twelve for Donald 
(Churchill) and Anne Macleod, Aird 
Tong, and fifth grandchild for Mary 
and the late Norman Macfarlane, Aird 
Point. Taylor Murray was baptised in 
Saint Columba’s Church of Scotland 
on Sunday 19th June by Rev Angus 
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Morrison. Taylor’s Auntie Elaine 
Macleod, Aird Tong, was godmother. 
Annismarie and Kenny and family have 
just moved to their new house at Tree 
Tops recently. We wish them well as a 
family.

Condolences 

Our sincere condolences are extended 
to Brian and Mary John Macleod and 
family, Clachan Biorach, Tong, and 
Christine and Charlie Anderson and 
their family, 10 Tong, following the 
sudden death of their sister Helen.

 In Hospital

John MacPhail (Seonaidh an Taobh 
Siar), 21a Aird Tong, is currently in The 
Western Isles Hospital having been 
sent back from Raigmore following 
surgery. We hope that he makes a 
good recovery. We remember his wife 
Mary and the family during this difficult 
time.

Home from Hospital

We are pleased to report that Roslyn, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Nicholson, 
Springside, is home from hospital fol-
lowing emergency surgery. We hope 
that she makes a complete recovery 
at home.

Get Well Wishes

We send get well wishes to Rhona 
Macdonald, daughter of Annie Mary 
and Willie Mackenzie, 17 Aird Tong, 
following her recent operation. We are 
glad to hear that she is improving. We 
remember her husband Iain and family 
at this time. We look forward to having 
her mum and dad back home assured 
that their daughter is recovering at her 
own home.

Moving House

Mr and Mrs Nicholson are moving 
house from Springside to 6b Aird Tong 
in the coming weeks. We hope that 
they will be very happy in their new 
home. 

UPPER COLL
Best Wishes

We wish Rev Barbara Morrison a 
full recovery after her recent spell in 
hospital. Our good wishes also go to 
Kenny John Graham, (Kenny John 
Dhòmhnaill Sgurd), Gearraidh Ghuirm, 
who is also having surgery at this time.

Well Done 
How the girls are growing up! Catriona 
Reeves, Bruinish, soon starts her first 
year as a probationer teacher in the 
Nicolson Institute after the summer 
holidays. Donna Mairi Maciver, No. 
11, has just graduated MA Hons in 
Glasgow University. We wish them and 
all other graduates successful careers.

On the Market 
Upper Coll keeps on changing. Taigh 
Ailig an t-Siaraich is on the market, 
as is Taigh David Dholain Phoshan 
and we believe another will also soon 
be for sale. David has applied for 
planning permission to build a new 
house on Lot a’ Chogaidh. Iain and 
Anne Macaulay’s new house has also 
commenced costruction. Col Uarach 
keeps on being a good place to live. 
Long may that continue. 

The Wind is Blowing 

More progress at the Centre on the 
machair. The new wind turbine is bus-
ily producing electricity. It was most 
interesting to watch its erection. The 
10 kilowatt turbine is 15m high. It was 
erected by West Electrical Services 
and Testing for Shetland Wind Power. 
We look forward to the completion of 

the other proposed developments. The 
golf range is proving popular. We will 
soon have a combination of facilities 
on Machair Chuil Uaraich that very few 
island communities can boast of.

New Babies
Congratulations to George Stewart, 
son of Iain Mhicdugail and Iseabail a’ 
Bhorbair, 29 Upper Coll, and his wife 
Kathleen (Knock, Point), who are now 
the proud parents of Cailean Angus 
Stewart, born in Glasgow on the 20th 
of February 2011.

Cailean Angus Stewart

We also welcome another addition to 
the village, a sister for little Marissa, 
and a new addition to their family for 
Quintin and Katie Nell at No.  8. 

Grandparents 
Congratulation to new grandparents 
Jimmy and Katie Bell Thomson, No. 
2a. Best wishes to their daughter Irene 
and her husband Nick Clinton on the 
first child, a boy. They live in Glasgow.

Bird’s Nest

Pictured is the postbox at the Upper 
Coll road end, which is out of order 
due to a nesting bird. 

      

Thank You

Rachel, Emily and Laura wish to thank everyone in the local 
community for all their love, prayers, thoughts, kindness 
and practical support during Emily’s time in Yorkhill. Rachel 
also wishes to thank all who also supported Richard and 
Houston too. Emily was discharged at the end of April as 
an in-patient having successfully completed all her intensive 
chemotherapy and she is technically in remission. She still 
has to attend Yorkhill for the next 4 ½ years with the forth-
coming twelve months requiring monthly visits for bone mar-
row aspirate, lumbar puncture and further chemotherapy.

LOCH A TUATH NEWS AGM

Tuesday 16 August 2011

7.00pm

Sgoil a’ Bhac Library

All Very Welcome

Please come along and support your community newspaper
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Looking back to my childhood days in that haven known 
locally as the Ceann bho Dheas, I can remember the com-
munal spirit of the people living there and their kindness to 
one another. There was no neighbourhood watch in those 
days, yet hardly anybody locked their doors, as was also 
the case in the other villages too.

In the springtime when the crofts were prepared for planting 
the potatoes and corn, everyone helped each other, as most 
of the households then had sheep and cattle to supplement 
their livelihood, and the same communal spirit was shown, 
especially when the peats were being taken home. What a 
sight it was to behold when planting the spuds in the trac-
tor age of seeing as many as a dozen or more following 
the tractor prodding the potatoes into the furrow, and when 
they had finished in one croft they would all go to the next, 
maybe as many as four crofts would be attended to in a 
day. At harvest time as many as five would sometimes be in 
rhythm scything the corn and following them would be the 
women who were the experts at sheafing the corn and the 
processes that followed.

In the evening, after a hard day’s graft, the men would 
gather together passing the time, discussing world mat-
ters, with each one having their views on what was right 
and wrong, and always giving their opinion on the football 
and boxing greats of that era. It was exciting, watching their 
antics, especially when the boxing was relayed on the wire-
less; when the bout became exciting they would draw their 
chairs close to the wireless, noses almost touching the set 
and then when the excitement lessened a bit, they would 
withdraw to the original position.

The wireless was powered by two power sources, one was 
the accumulator, and the other was a dry battery. The accu-
mulator had to be charged regularly, thus supplementing the 
power to the dry battery, and when fights went the distance 
there was the chance that one of the two necessary items 
would fail, although I cannot recollect that ever happening, 
fortunately.

One thing that intrigues me even today is how the nick-
names evolved, like Murchadh Dick who lived at 2 Back, 
and at No. 3 was Braggard and at No. was Stand, at No. 
13 was Geohann, at No. 17 was Shoyan and at No. 20 was 
Bast. If there are any LATN readers who can explain the ori-
gins of the names LATN would like to hear from them. Most 
of the houses to this day can be identified by the nickname 
of the original occupant.

With the war coming to an end there was an air of hope 
and relief among the people and the work started again 
with weaving and other works beginning to flourish, and life 
became normal again. I was fortunate to enjoy the company 

of some of these people. The Geothann was always amus-
ing and telling hilarious and humorous stories, with witty 
comments thrown in. I called him the gentle giant and those 
who knew him will understand why. Another was ‘Million’, 
32 Back. He had a horse (called Geordie) and cart and his 
faithful dog Queen and wherever he was going, he often 
called to collect me, sometimes letting me have the reins to 
control the horse. These things will be forever etched in my 
memory, and last but not least was the ‘Crongie’ who had a 
car, hence the reason for wanting to be with him as often as 
possible, as he went to the weavers in the various districts 
issuing and collecting tweeds.  Who would miss the oppor-
tunity to be with him but alas all these pastimes had to end 
as the inevitable happened: I came of age that I had to go 
to school.

Education

I cannot forget the kindness shown to us by the family at 
No. 9, especially to me. Kate was like a mother to me, she 
nursed and nourished me at a very early age, and that rela-
tionship between the family still exists. Going to school was 
a new experience in one’s life, and at first hard to accept 
but as time moved on the disciplines were accepted, and 
school became an enjoyable institution. Referring to the dis-
cipline in the school, I experienced this at a very early age, 
as I got a dose of the ‘Medicine Dubh’ ie the belt, one on 
each hand from our teacher Katag Mhurchaidh for the crime 
of peeping through the keyhole of the class next door. That 
sort of punishment would now be classed as barbaric, but 
that was the norm then to ensure discipline was maintained.

School became acceptable as I got older, and got used 
to making new friends, meeting up with different people 
and of course being tutored by different teachers as I pro-
gressed through the primary and secondary education, and 
eventually ending up in the Lews Castle College studying 
textiles, and from there to work in Kenneth MacKenzie’s mill. 
I started work in the carding and spinning, spending a few 
months in each department to learn about each process of 
the production of the famous Harris Tweed. Working in the 
mills gave me a new experience, meeting and working with 
people; some I knew but others were complete strangers 
but that soon changed as these people were always there 
to help and advise you and direct you to know right from 

LOOKING BACK TO 

CHILDHOOD 
DAYS

D A 
Stewart 
(Cab)
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wrong, which is a very important part of understanding the 
merits of life.

Pastimes

The main pastime we had was football but there were 
other ways we had of passing the time, some which were 
acceptable, while others were deemed to be dangerous 
and unlawful, no more said about that. The game we called 
‘Pitchers’ was very competitive where we placed a stake in 
the ground approx 22 yards apart, and each player had to 
play with two flat stones, sometimes as a pair and singles. 
The aim of the game was to lay your stone as near to the 
stake as possible, some went to great lengths to get the 
right type of stone, trekking the shore between Gress and 
Vatisker to find the perfect stone, and hiding them when the 
game finished, for usage later.

I remember the night we were all down at my auntie’s, and 
‘Dodo’ her son, who was home on leave, came out with 

this box, which contained a “Subbuteo” game, and had 
also lined a football pitch on the reverse side of the oilcloth 
which was used as table covers then. We used to spend 
hours playing this game, until his mother discovered that we 
were using her table cover as a football pitch, that was the 
end of that, but not to be outdone, he managed to make 
another pitch, thus making sure that the pastime continued. 

Now back to the nicknames. My interest in finding the roots 
of nicknames exists to this day, and as previously suggest-
ed, information on this subject would be appreciated. I men-
tioned a few names already, but there are others in the area 
who had nicknames too: Coddy, Lidy, Pabaidh, Mhebban, 
Scluiggean, Puthair and last but not least Plugaidh. LATN 
would like to hear from you.

D A ‘Cab’ Stewart

Murchadh Dick agus a’ Mhillion

Ciorstag Phlugaidh, Mary Jane Lidy agus Millon

Million and his dog Queen, Sandy a Phuthair, Dòmhnall Avola

Ruairidh Macleod (Million) and the bowler hatted gent is his 
brother Donald Macleod (Domhnall Avola)
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From the Manse
“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you 
fishers of men” (Matthew 1:17)

The salmon fishing season is now well underway.  The 
Gress River is once again a magnet for keen local anglers 
hoping to hook the elusive ‘king of fish.’  The main topic of 
conversation across the fishing community tends to revolve 
around the latest catch.  

Jesus often spoke of fishing.  Much of his ministry centred 
on the Sea of Galilee. Fish occupied a significant place 
in the miracles of Jesus.  Two fish along with five loaves 
of bread were used to miraculously feed in excess of five 
thousand people.  He also directed Peter to find a coin in 
the mouth of a fish. Following his resurrection, Jesus used 
fish to feed his toiling, hungry disciples on the sea shore.

The strong link between Jesus and fish is not insignificant.  
The Greek letters of the word for ‘fish’ spell out the initials 
of some of his titles (ἰχθύς, capitalized ΙΧΘΥΣ or ΙΧΘΥϹ), 
which form the initials of the Greek words in the following 
order: Jesus – Christ – of God – the Son – Saviour.

When Jesus called the disciples he commissioned them 
to become ‘fishers of men.’  The skills of the Galilean 
fisherman were to be used in telling others about Jesus.  
Someone once spoke of eight essential evangelistic skills 
necessary for becoming a fisher of men:

Back
Sunday 3 July
12 Noon: Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod
Sunday 10 July
10.30am: Rev Calum I Macleod
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod
Sunday 17 July
10.30am: Mr Neil L Macdonald
12 Noon: Mr Joe Macphee  (Gaelic)
6pm:  Mr Neil L Macdonald
Sunday 24 July
10.30am: Mr Alex Macritchie
12 Noon: TBC    (Gaelic)
6pm:  Dr Marten Walker
Sunday 31 July
10.30am: Mr Alasdair Macaulay
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 3 July
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Tong Community 
Centre)
Sunday 10 July
6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)
Sunday 17 July
12 Noon: Mr Neil L Macdonald
Sunday 24 July
6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)
Sunday 31 July
6pm:  Mr Ian M Macleod

July Service Times 

1. Be in love with your work
2. Have patience
3. Study the habits of the fish
4. Have enticing tackle
5. Learn the run of the fish
6. Follow the moves of the fish
7. Be in time
8. Have live bait

An old and accomplished salmon fisherman was once 
asked to share the secret of his success.  This was his 
response: ‘There be three rules for salmon fishing and ‘tis 
no good trying if you don’t mind them.  The first is, Keep 
yourself out of sight.  The second is, Keep yourself further 
out of sight.  The third is, keep yourself still out of sight.  
Then you’ll do it.’ Good for catching men too!  

Calum I Macleod

Back

Sunday 7 August
12 Noon: Mr Angus Macdonald (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 14 August
10.30am: Rev Calum I Macleod
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 21 August
10.30am: Mr Iain R Morrison
12 Noon: Dr George Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 28 August
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House

Sunday 7 August
10.30am: Rev Calum I Macleod 

Sunday 14 August
6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

Sunday 21 August
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod

August Service Times 
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When, completely out of the blue, the opportunity to visit 
the Faroe Islands, a place I had always wanted to see, 
came up, it was not, as they say ‘ruith ach leum’. Along with 
two other intrepid travellers from Col Uarach, Coinneach 
Mor and Iain Macaulay, I availed myself of the chance to 
join a group of people who had chartered a flight to those 
remote islands. And the first surprise was that the Faroes 
are not so distant after all. Only one hour flying time from 
Inverness – about the time taken to get to Stornoway from 
Glasgow – and in a comfortable and roomy four engine 
BA 146 jet belonging to their own airline, Atlantic Airways, 
we barely had time to finish our coffee before we were lin-
ing up for our spectacular final descent into Vagur airport.  
Flying low over a choppy sea, with stunning, soaring sheer 
cliffs that seemed to be almost within touching distance, on 
either side of the aircraft, was indicative of the sights and 
scenery that we were to experience during our stay.

The Faroes are made up of an archipelago of 18 islands 
situated in the North Atlantic between the Shetland Islands 
and Iceland. Similar in size to the Western Isles, but apart 
from the lack of trees, and the fact that all the towns and 
villages are in close proximity to the ocean, the resem-
blance ends there. The population is just under 50, 000 
people, with roughly half of those living in the main town 
of Thorshaven.  The airport is situated on the island of 
Vagar and is 50 km from the capital, which is on the island 
of Streymoy, but regular bus and taxi services operate 
between them. On leaving the airport terminal we were 

immediately impressed by the infrastructure. An excellent 
road (with not a pothole in sight!), then an undersea two 
lane tunnel took us on to Streymoy, and a few kilometres 
further along, another even longer tunnel, this one cut into 
a mountain, onwards to the capital. It was a bit daunting to 
visualize what was above us as we made our way through 
those tunnels, but we soon got used to them as they were 
the first of many that we drove through on our travels along 
the road networks of the islands. We discovered afterwards 
that the tunnels had been funded by a PFI scheme simi-
lar to the one currently used to build new schools in the 
Western Isles, and were paid for by a toll on motorists.

The Faroe islands themselves are a self governing region 
of Denmark with its own Parliament, its own flag and lan-
guage. The Bank of the Faroes also issues its own currency. 
The islands are not members of the European Union, with 
all trade to and from other countries governed by special 
treaties. The sense of pride in their language is noticeable 
from the beginning, and although most people speak and 
understand other Nordic languages and English, Faroese 
always takes precedence. The national local radio and TV 
station also broadcasts in the language.  The islands are 
largely Protestant with the majority of the people mem-
bers of the Lutheran faith, although a small percentage of 
the people belong to the Plymouth Brethren similar to the 
fishing communities of the east coast of Scotland. With 
one exception, which I’ll mention later, the churches are 
built entirely of wood, and have decorated spires and bell 

The 
Faroe 
Islands

The natural harbour at Gjogv

Thorshaven harbour
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towers. The interiors are also plain but have pictures depict-
ing biblical scenes behind the altar and on some of the side 
walls.

The islands are mountainous with an average height of 
300m above sea level, the guide books tell us, but the 
overall appearance to the visitor is of massive terraced 
cliffs sweeping down to the ocean and into inland valleys, 
with hundreds of waterfalls streaming down into culverts by 
the roadsides and into the sea. The climate is temperate, 
but like our own, can vary quite quickly. We were fortunate 
during our visit, experiencing rainy mornings turning into 
warm sunny afternoons, apart from the last day when it 
rained with a vengeance. The land does not appear to be 
very fertile, and apart from occasional patches here and 
there, is not worked much. We did see a few smallholdings 
in some areas, and there were also plenty of sheep about: 
a strange looking hybrid, with long straggly multi coloured 
black, brown and white fleeces obviously bred for the ter-
rain and climate. But other animals were conspicuous by 
their absence – we saw no cattle and very few horses, 
but did see hens and geese, some even in the middle of 
Thorshaven. 

As in the Hebrides, all the populated settlements are situ-
ated beside the sea. The towns and villages consist mostly 
of wooden houses, brightly painted with colourful roofs 
on some and living turf on others, laid out around the sea 

inlets. It is immediately very obvious that the riches of the 
islands come from fishing. Even the smallest settlements 
have a developed harbour or anchorage with one or two 
large ocean going trawlers berthed there, and in some, pro-
cessing plants can also be seen. Fish farming is also very 
much to the fore and the familiar cages are to be seen in 
many of the inlets. 

Thorshaven is a fascinating mixture of the old and modern. 
The harbour is thriving; very much a working port, with 
a combination of fishing boats, leisure craft, commercial 
cargo vessels and ferries. The town seems to have been 
built with no obvious plan in mind, resulting in an assort-
ment of wooden houses with the traditional live turf roofs 
situated alongside precast four or five storey buildings in a 
cross section of wide streets and narrow lanes side by side. 
There is a modern shopping mall, plenty of small indigenous 
shops, and a variety of eating places as befits a busy capi-
tal. It has a modern art centre, museums and sporting facili-
ties, but the heart of the city is undoubtedly its harbour. This 
is where the regular ferry sailings to Denmark and Iceland 
depart – immense ocean going liners – and also the fre-
quent smaller ferries that connect the outlying islands that 
are too distant from the main islands to build interlinking 
tunnels. The transport system is further enhanced by inter 
island helicopters run by Atlantic airways which fly between 
the islands and to the capital on a frequent daily timetable. 
An excellent regular two-tier bus service is also available, 

(continued on page 12)

The church at Eidi

The interior of the church at Kirkjubour

A view of the terraced hillside above Runavik

Sea stacks and cliffs at Gjogv
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blue buses that travel long distant routes, and the red ones, 
which are free of charge, within the town boundaries. 

Among the many places that we were able to visit dur-
ing our stay, some stand out because of their stunning 
locations and scenery. In the very far north of the island 
of Eyesturoy - incidentally the only island connected by a 
conventional bridge to its neighbour – are the twin villages 
of Eidi and Gjogv. Separated by the highest mountain in 
the Faroe islands called Slaettaratidur which is nearly 900 
metre high, the twisty mountain road, with numerous hairpin 
bends and a sheer drop to the sea below, from one village 
to the other is spectacular. From Gjogy you can also see the 
highest sea stack in the islands, at just under 200 metres. 

It is also on Eyesturoy that the national football stadium is 
situated, in the village of Toftir on the southern tip of the 
island. The stadium, as those who watched the Scottish 
national team’s forays to the islands in the qualifying rounds 
of various competitions can remember, is also an impres-
sive example of ingenuity. To make up for the lack of suit-
able ground, the playing surface and stand has been built 
into the side of the mountain that towers above the village. 
Although not a very big area – it is similar in width to our 
own ground at Upper Coll but longer– it is maintained in 
excellent condition with a superb surface. We were allowed 
access on to the pitch and into the stadium and some of 
the more active members in the party were seen to pretend 
that they were still able to dribble and kick with the best of 
them! 

On the island of Bordoy, connected to Eyesturoy by the 
longest undersea tunnel in the Faroes at 5.6 km, is the sec-
ond largest town in the islands, Klaksvik. This is a thriving 
place built in the shadow of towering mountains and cliffs, 
with fishing again much to the fore. It also has a brewery 
where the local beer is made as well as numerous other 
businesses. It also has the only church in the islands not 
built entirely of wood with both gables constructed of rough 
hewn local stone.

South of Thorshaven is the historical village Kirkjubour. In 
the middle ages it was the ecclesiastical and cultural centre 
of the Faroes, with the bishop’s residence and St Magnus 
Cathedral situated there. Although an avalanche severely 

damaged the place in the late 1700’s, parts of the palace 
and cathedral are still to be seen. There is also a fascinating 
museum of history in the village, with many exhibits depict-
ing the ancient culture of the islands. Some of those were 
very familiar. There were a couple of peat irons very similar 
to our own, although we saw no evidence anywhere that 
peat was cut at any time, and farm and household items 
that brought back memories of past times in Lewis. 

Space permits only a small mention of all the places that we 
did visit during our visit; suffice to say that the islands are a 
place of scenic land and sea sights equal to none.

I have painted a very positive picture of the Faroes. That is 
how we found the country in the short time that we spent 
there. However, like other places, there are negatives. For 
example, as in the Hebrides, if the young people wish to 
continue their education they have to leave the islands to 
attend University – in their case mostly to Denmark. And 
again, as happens here, some do not return causing the 
islands to lose some of its most promising talent.  There is 
some unemployment amongst young people who remain, 
with the accompanying problems that brings, but the overall 
impression is of islands very similar to our own, but who 
have maximised their available resources much more than 
we have. The fishing and fish farming industry is obviously 
thriving and kept local, ensuring profits are used for the 
benefit of the islands. The road and transport network is 
superb with fast and frequent links between islands and 
to Iceland, Denmark and Norway.  Atlantic Airways, locally 
owned, with a small fleet of jet aircraft and helicopters 
serve national and international routes. The cost of living 
is undoubtedly high with prices in the shops half again as 
much as we pay, but wages are correspondently more. A 
couple of examples: a chocolate bar costs over a pound 
and pint of lager about £7.00, but the economy is buoyant 
with shops and hotels busy. 

In conclusion, a fascinating group of islands, with friendly 
people and excellent facilities, well worth a visit, where we 
could learn a thing or two about making the most of our 
own assets.

Mal Macleod

Live turf roofs in Thorshaven An evening view of Thorshaven
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Casruisgte - the barefoot Kiwis
The New Zealand Herald, Auckland’s daily newspaper, has 
a back-page column called ‘Sideswipe’ to which readers 
contribute little stories and sideswipes. A few days ago one 
of the sideswipes was about ‘the horror’ of people walking 
barefoot into supermarkets in particular and into malls and 
around the streets in general. 

This reminded me of the time when Jokey and I visited 
Back with our NZ-born sons who spent most of their days 
barefoot even though their caring mother always sent 
them off to school wearing shoes and socks. The first day 
Granny saw them running outside in bare feet she was quite 
concerned for their health - the poor children were being 
allowed outside without their shoes and socks. They did 
wear their sandals sometimes but that was hardly better 
than going barefoot.

We had told the boys that they would be able to go down to 
the beach and swim as it would be summer (in August) and 
they were keen to do this.  They then complained that we 

had not warned them about the temperature of the water!  
Poor wee boys, they expected the water to be as warm as 
the water in the Hauraki Gulf.

The wee kiwis could not speak Gaelic and the wee Bacachs 
could not speak English but they quickly made friends 
with Cathina’s wee boys from across the road, Murdo and 
Andrew Murray, and all four managed to play happily along-
side each other as only young children can.  

One day we went down through the lots to the beach and 
the boys began making sandcastles and decorating them.  
Wee Andrew turned to Fraser and said, ‘Seall, tha mise 
deànamh duff ‘, proudly pointing to his mound of sand.  
‘Yes’, replied Fraser, ‘I can see your sand-castle’.  And 
neither one thought anything of the other using a different 
language to communicate about their play. It was a magical 
moment for me watching the children communicating so 
well, that day and on other days too. 

Cathie Ann Macleod, New Zealand

Four girls played in the Back team who were runners up in the 
Kemnay Cup final. They were Leanne Macdonald, Upper Coll; 
Isabelle Bain, Gress; Nicole Maclean, Coll and Eleanor Smith, 
Tong.

Is it a crubag or is it a partan? Andrew Murray, Fraser Macleod 
and Murdo Murray.

Kenneth and Fraser Macleod with An Olach

Innes Mackenzie, North Tolsta, Back under 14 goalkeeper, was 
named Man of the Match against United in the Kemnay Cup 
final. He was presented with his award by Calum Macdonald, 
CIB Services Ltd. 
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Simply Scrumptious!

Congratulations to S2 pupils, and in particular Shannon 
Clark and Nicole Maclean, whose strawberry and white 
chocolate biscuits have won the Stag Bakery Challenge 
and will be going into production for sale in retail outlets 
very soon. Twenty S2 pupils visited the bakery on Friday 17 
June to produce their biscuits and learn about the process, 
from start to finish. Organised by Home Economics teacher 
Ruth Campbell, the competition forges real links with the 
food and retail industries and aims to encourage young 
people to be creative while at the same time being aware of 
business needs.

Think About It

Pupils from P4 – S2 took part in an interactive workshop on 
internet safety on Monday 30 May, led by Sergeant Roddy 
Mackay and Education Department ICT Co-ordinator 
Hamish Budge. The ‘Think about it’ campaign, run in 
schools throughout the UK, is part of the CEOPS internet 
safety initiative. Stressing that children under 13 should not 
be accessing sites such as Facebook, the presentation also 
highlighted the importance of not giving personal details 
online.

Creepy Crawlies in the Classroom…

Pupils, in both Primary and Secondary, were ‘hands on’ 
with the visitors from Zoolab on Wednesday 1 June. Zoolab 
gave pupils an opportunity to learn about and handle a 
number of ‘exotic’ creatures, including a giant snail, taran-
tula, snake, and giant millipede. 

School Trips

Primary 7 and S2 pupils enjoyed trips to outdoor centres 
on the mainland in June for a variety of activities. For P7, 
who visited Craggan Outdoor Centre in Grantown-on-Spey, 
it was three adrenalin-packed days of high ropes, raft-
building, kayaking and mountain biking, accompanied by 
staff members Donna Macdonald, Donna Murray, Joan Etta 
Walker and Outdoor Learning instructor Tim Pickering. S2 
travelled to Craigower Lodge Outdoor Centre, where they 
enjoyed five days of activities including white-water rafting, 
rock climbing and abseiling and a visit to Landmark Forest 
Adventure Park. They were accompanied by staff members 
Peigi Mairi Nicholson, Stephanie Sargent, Joan Etta Walker 
and Extended Learning/Youth Worker DJ Macleod.

Bravo Brazil!

S1/S2 pupils entertained parents and staff, on Monday 20 
June with a high-energy performance of music and dance 
from Brazil. Staged in the school gym, half of which had 
been decorated as a Brazilian rainforest, the other half as 
an urban jungle, the event incorporated a fashion show 
of re-cycled styles to represent life on the streets of Brazil 
and the carnival atmosphere was heightened by samba 
music and dance. Snacks and refreshments also reflected 
Brazilian food and drink. This cross-curricular project was 
co-ordinated by Music teacher, Avril Duncan, Art teacher 
Laura Maynard and DHT Peigi Mairi Nicholson, with after-
school dance instruction by Kirstie Anderson. Thanks to 

all the pupils and 
staff for all their 
hard work.

Industry Links

Twenty five S2 
pupils and four 
staff members 
visited a number 
of local industries 
on Friday 10 May 
as part of the 
school’s links with 
island employ-
ers. First on the 
itinerary was the 
Scottish and 
Southern Energy 
power station, 
where pupils were given a guided talk by Western Isles 
Manager George Macdonald and Iain Roxburgh, then on to 
Arnish Fabrication Yard and finally a tour of the Woodlands 
Trust/Castle Grounds led by Tony Robson. Pupils were able 
to ask questions and learn about career opportunities.

P3/4 Assembly 

Well done to the pupils of EP3/4 and their teacher, Miss 
Maclean, for presenting this term’s whole-school assembly. 
In a presentation of learning which focused on the world 
of animals, plants and the food chain, the pupils educated 
and entertained their audience in a varied programme of 
drama, song and dance. 

Celebrating Achievement

This term’s Certificates of Achievement were presented 
to: GP6/7 for raising £35 in change for UNICEF; Sam 
Macdonald, whose design was chosen for the cover of the 
Enterprise CD ‘Ceòl Spioradail’; Andrew Smith, for writing 
in a way that grips the reader; Sandy Domhnallach agus 
Finlay Emmott airson an leabhar lann a chumail ann an 
ordugh; Mairi Macrae airson adhartas ann an sgrìobhadh; 
Maia Pickering airson adhartas ann an leughadh; Euan 
Mackenzie for outstanding progress in reading and written 
work; Jamie Morrison  and Lewis Brett for being responsi-
ble and working well with others; Joanna Smith for acting 
responsibly and producing excellent topic work; Joel Martin 
and James Mutch for working hard this term and meeting 
targets in Literacy; Caitlin Mackenzie for excellent music 
performances and commitment and effort in topic work; 
Calvin Grant, Robyn Macdonald and Ellen McMurdo for 
writing great stories; Shannon Clark and Nicole Maclean 
for winning the school heat of the Stag Bakery Challenge; 
Stephen Drummond for being selected for the Western 
Isles U13 Football squad. P6 pupils were presented with 
their Cycling Proficiency Certificates.

‘Drawn In’

Pupils in both Primary and Secondary visited the Travelling 
Gallery, a mobile art gallery, on Thursday 26 May. The 

SGOIL A’ BHAC
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‘Drawn In’ exhibition, which brings cutting edge contem-
porary art to rural and urban communities, provides an 
education programme for schools. Focusing on the work of 
modern artists, the gallery staff explain the concepts and 
techniques behind the artists’ work and encourage pupils to 
form their own interpretation of the art on show.

Sports Day

The drizzling rain did not dampen enthusiasm on 
Wednesday 15 June, as Primary and Secondary pupils 
sprinted and leapt across the finishing line at the annual 
sports. Emerging as overall winners and Sports Champions 
for 2010-2011 were: S2 Boys – Liam Macleod; S2 Girls 
– Nicole Maclean; S1 Boys – David Ferguson; S1 Girls – 
Mairi Maclennan; Primary Boys – John Alexander Maciver; 
Primary Girls – Chirsty Graham. Well done to all those who 
took part.

Athletics events were followed by various activities such as 

the Bouncy Castle and stalls. Gaelic rock band ‘Nightworks’ 
entertained P1 – S2 pupils in the gym for the last hour 
of the school day, giving pupils with any energy left, the 
opportunity to expend it!

Rural Sports
Well done to all those who took part in the Rural Sports at 
the Smith Avenue Track on Tuesday 7 June. Braving the 
deluge, Back School S1 emerged the winners in their cat-
egory, (Back – 80; Lionel – 78; Shawbost – 76; Sgoil nan 
Loch – 55; Sir E Scott – 53) with Primary pupils achieving 
a creditable fourth place out of twelve, in schools of over 
50 pupils. S2 pupils were unable to participate this session 
as the sports coincided with their school trip to Craigower 
Outdoor Centre. 

Duais Sgrìobhaidh
Bhuannaich Tearlach Barden an dàrna duais ann an co-
fharpais CLAS airson sgeulachd Ghàidhlig a sgrìobhadh. 
Nach math a rinn e!

Winners of the Charlie Nicolson 7-a-side Football Competition 
for 2011 - Back beat United 2-1 in the Final at the Coll Centre

S2 pupils loved the white-water rafting!

S1 pupils at the Power Station S1 & S2 create a carnival at Brazil Night!

Go on ...if you dare!  Zoolab snake handling Pupils leap to the finishing line on sports day
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TONG SCHOOL

‘Sheila’s Wheels’ - Grace and Cailean at 
the talent show!

Shana won ‘The Golden Boot’ award at 
our Kick Tournament

Nitika looks very at ease on the tractor down at the farm!

Recording an interview with Isles FM 
presenter

Fun at the Macphails’ farm Our school team won this year’s Fun Fours Competition

Primary 7 who travelled to the Blythswood Challenge final in 
Perth
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Three teams from Stornoway Primary and three from Tong 
School took part in our football tournament

P5-7 at The Chessmen Exhibition

The sun shone for us on Fun Day The tug of war on Sport’s Day was serious business!

Laxdale School Eco Committee came to visit our school and 
garden

Mrs Rogers our MC with the judges and winners of Tong 
School’s Got Talent!
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Brownies
We are looking for adult volunteers to help run a new 
Brownies unit in the Tolsta to Laxdale area.  We have a 
waiting list of girls who are keen to go to Brownies but the 
existing Brownies unit in Back is full to capacity.  

Brownies cater for girls aged 7 to 10 years of age.  They do 
various activities to gain badges, help build their confidence 
and have fun at the same time.  Recently the Brownies in 
Back have done their First Aid Badge (learning basic first 
aid skills and how to perform CPR), Disability Awareness 
Badge (testing smell and taste, playing adapted games, 
learning about different disabilities), sponsored fundraiser 
for Children with Leukaemia (we raised £198 in total), nature 
walks, decorating pots and planting sunflowers, BBQ, lots 
of arts and crafts, singing and games. 

Guiding is flexible and volunteering can be arranged to fit 
around a busy lifestyle.  Not all units meet weekly – some 
meet every two weeks, every month or at weekends.  It 
would not have to be accommodated in the Back area – if 
the adults who volunteer would prefer it to be in their area, 
e.g. Tolsta, Tong or Laxdale, we would try and get accom-
modation in that area.  If you are over 18 and willing to 
undergo recruitment checks, you can become one of our 
volunteers working directly with girls.  The most important 
things are energy, enthusiasm and a willingness to try new 
activities.

Whatever role you decide to take up in guiding, you will 
be given the help and support you need to do the job. You 
would have a buddy/mentor who would help with any ques-
tions you would have, to give new volunteers someone to 
talk to and some informal training.  Making a difference to 
girls’ lives and helping them achieve their potential is hugely 
rewarding.

Back toddler group after their Easter Egg hunt. The group meets every Friday (term time only) 1.30 - 3.30pm at The Hut, Back.

But there are lots of benefits for you too:

A role in Girlguiding UK can certainly give your CV a boost! 
As a volunteer, you could get involved with marketing, 
recruiting other volunteers, raising funds, handling budgets 
and managing large-scale events. In the process, you will 
develop a whole range of skills such as communication and 
organisational skills, teamwork and leadership.

If you become a Leader or Assistant Leader, you will take 
Girlguiding UK’s Leadership Qualification, and will be 
offered lots of other training opportunities at local and 
national level.  Perhaps you’ve always wanted to become 
qualified in First Aid or learn about event management.  
Volunteering with guiding can provide the opportunity.

You’ll have lots of fun! The guiding programme is packed 
with activities and challenges, and you’ll have a chance to 
experience them along with the girls.

If you would like more information or for a leaflet, please 
call Maureen Macdonald on 07766653531 or email: 
mosunndach@btinternet.com.
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Occasions Florist 
Tel No: 706616       

Tel No: 705656
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden 
Centre
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Home Guard

The younger members of the Home Guard have been having 
intensive rifle and bayonet practices during recent weeks.  
The lads are keen and look very smart and proficient in their 
battle dress.

New Potatoes

Mr Murdo Macleod, retired miller, 24 Back, had his own 
home-grown new potatoes and vegetables in the third week 
of July.  Mr Macleod, who is 78 years of age, is still very 
active.  He is an authority on farming, having gained his 
first knowledge of the work as a youth on Gress Farm.  He 
is skilled in all farm work but most of his time was spent as 
a miller there.  He retired a few years ago.  We congratulate 
Mr Macleod on his effort in growing more food.

Obituary

We regret to announce the death of Mr Angus Maciver, 
Aonghas Ruaraidh, 24 Vatisker, which occurred on the 17th 
inst., after a week’s illness. The deceased, who was 71 years 
of age, was the youngest of four brothers – the other three 
are still living.  The eldest “Coinneach Mor Ruaraidh”, the 
Free Church elder, is well known throughout the Island of 
Lewis.  He was pre-deceased by his wife over 30 years ago 
and is survived by two daughters.  The sympathy of the 
community is extended to the bereaved family.

A Giant Potato

Mr Murdo Maciver (Murchadh Ailean), 31 Coll, the local 
postman, while lifting some new potatoes on the 15th inst., 
came across a large tuber, which tipped the scales at one and 
a half pounds.  The potato is white-skinned and Mr Maciver 
is not quite sure of the variety.  It was grown in sandy soil 
near the mouth of the Coll River. We would be interested to 
know whether any other district in Lewis can boast potatoes 
of this calibre.

Hereditary Skill

Mr Norman Maciver (Tormod Iain Saighdeir), 32 Coll, 
Back, who is well-known throughout the island for his 
extraordinary skill in the setting and manipulating of bones,  
has been busy within recent weeks.  Patients who come 
from all parts of the island to consult him, testify to his 
great skill.  Mr Maciver’s father was also gifted with the 
rare skill, but he admitted his son’s superiority. Many who 
were previously unable to walk without aid are now actively 
at work, thanks to Mr Maciver’s dexterity.

Lambs

This year’s crop of lambs in this district is much below the 
average in numbers, as the result of the severe snow storm 
last January and the snow at the latter end of March.  It 
appears this applies to the whole island of Lewis, and some 

sheep own-
ers have not 
got more 
than half 
the usual 
number of 
lambs. 

On Leave

We are pleased to see the following Naval Ratings at home 
on leave this week – Kenneth Campbell, 31 Vatisker; 
Norman Macdonald, late of 13 Vatisker; Malcolm Mackay, 
65 Coll; Donald Macleod, 6 Back and from the Merchant 
Service, Quartermaster Kenneth Graham, 22 Vatisker.

Crops

As the result of recent rains the crops are now looking bet-
ter.  The dry weather during May and June contributed to 
the fact that the corn and hay were short on the higher lands.  
Hay is now being cut, the potato crop has a fine appearance 
and, should favourable weather prevail, it is anticipated that 
there will be a good yield.  There is hardly any barley being 
grown in the district, and it appears that this crop is a thing 
of the past.

Water Shortage

The effect of the long dry spell at the beginning of the sum-
mer is still being felt in this district, where there is a great 
scarcity of water for drinking and other domestic purposes.  
At all hours of the day and night people can be seen at the 
wells awaiting their turn to get a supply of water.  

Peats

For the first time in the history of the district, peats are 
being taken home by night instead of the day.  There is a 
great demand for motor trucks, and it is well-nigh impos-
sible to get one during the day.  To meet the situation the 
trucks are being used at all hours of the night, after the day’s 
work is done.  Horses are getting fewer in number every 
year, and most people are now of the opinion that it is not 
worthwhile keeping a horse.

Rescued

We are glad to learn that Quartermaster John Murdo 
Macleod, of the Merchant Navy, son of Mr and Mrs 
Alexander Macleod, 8 Upper Coll, was among the survivors 
when his vessel was sunk through enemy action some time 
ago.  John Murdo left home recently after his second spell 
of survivors’ leave.  Two of the vessels on which he has 
served were torpedoed, but he was picked up each time. 

 BACK 
IN 

TIME

JULY/AUGUST 1941

(continued on page 23)
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Fishing

One crew which ventured out to sea at the beginning of last 
week with small lines was successful in getting a good catch 
of haddocks.  On the following day other fishermen who 
went to sea had rather disappointing results.  It appears that 
the first crew was fortunate in shooting their lines where 
there was a spot of haddocks and that there is nothing but 
dogfish within the Bay.  The haddocks were large prime 
fish and well worth the price paid for them, three for one 
shilling.  Of course the demand was much greater than the 
supply.

Naval Ratings on Leave

Those presently home on leave are – Alexander Maciver, 47 
Coll; Alex John Mackenzie, 44 Coll; John Mackay, 65 Coll; 
Kenneth John Macleod, Outend, Coll; Murdo Maclennan, 
15 Coll; Angus Maciver, 72 Coll; Petty Officer Murdo 
Macleod, 11 Upper Coll; Donald Murray, 33 Gress, who 
returned to his depot recently, has been awarded the Long 
Service and Good Conduct medal.

(continued from page 21)

Gerard A Blane BSc MChs
Podiatry

07969821404
Podiatry Treatments • By Appointment Only

Back Pharmacy
Next Clinics: Thursday 25th August, Thursday 29th 

September, Thursday 27th October, 
Thursday 24th November, Thursday 29th December.

For an Appointment please call
820333

THE WHITE HOUSE at Gordon’s, Back 
t.820288

Mon,Tue,Fri 12-5, Wed,Thur,Sat 10-5
 Gifts galore!!!

 For summer: wigwams and windbreaks,
croquet, rounders & skittles

New Hebridean Soap Co. fragrance ‘’Enchantment”
exclusive to The White House

Harris Tweed cushions, bags, brooches etc
made on the premises

Alex Ruaraidh, a bhean is mac Catriona Alex Ruaraidh Lurachan and Donald (Chean) Thomson
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In the February and April editions of Loch a Tuath News, 
there was an article in each edition referring to weddings 
that took place in each of those months in ‘Back in Time’ 
in 1941. The first one, in the February edition, was of a 
wedding that took place in Govan, in January 1941. This 
photograph featured my mother, Margaret Macleod, as a 
bridesmaid, before she was married. In the April edition, 
there was an article regarding a wedding that took place 
in Stornoway, on the 17th of April 1941. This was the wed-
ding of my parents, George and Margaret Graham. Reading 
these articles, prompted me to write in and explain in more 
detail the extraordinary events that occurred during the war 
years which would affect both our parents, before and after 
their wedding.

My father’s name was George Graham or Seoras a’ Bhutt 
as he was known in the village. He was born in Brevig at 
22 Vatisker, the youngest son of Norman and Catherine 
Graham. He had two brothers, Kenny and Donald and two 
sisters, Mary and Peggy.

My mother’s name was Margaret Macleod before she mar-
ried and she was born in Stornoway. She lived for a time in 
both Glasgow and Stornoway, at various times during her 
life. Her father came from Lewis and lived at 23 Vatisker, 
which was his father’s house, my great grandfather. Their 
house was very close to my other grandfather’s house in 
Brevig at number 22. My grandfather, Murdo Macleod, was 
a businessman who had businesses in both Glasgow and 
Stornoway, and this is why my mother spent some time in 
both places, when she was younger.  

I was born at 54 Vatisker in 1950, or Breaside Cottage as 
our house was known, situated on the hill directly opposite 
the old Back school. There were five of us, four girls, Mary, 
Catherine, Donalda and Dorothy. I was the only boy stuck in 
the middle of four girls. 

We left the island in 1964, moving to Kelty in Fife, as my 
father was based at Rosyth dockyard. This move was to 
enable my father to get home on a more regular basis and 
spend more time with his family.

My upbringing as a child on Lewis was the most idyllic, 
enjoyable and carefree that any child could wish for; my 
sisters would probably echo those sentiments. Even though 
we didn’t have much, and I guess most other families were 
in a similar position to us, we were happy and contented. I 
feel very privileged to have experienced the upbringing that 
I enjoyed on Lewis, when my own children haven’t been 
able to enjoy the same experience in their childhood as I 

did.  Growing up in Vatisker in the early fifties was so care-
free that I was completely oblivious to what had happened 
a decade or so earlier. As you grow older it’s only then that 
you wish you had asked more questions, especially regard-
ing your parents and grandparents.

In 1941 my mother was living in Clydebank, which wasn’t 
an ideal place to be, because on the 13th and 14th of 
March 1941 the German Luftwaffe decided to bomb 
Clydebank with all its might. During this horrific and devas-
tating air raid on the shipbuilding town of Clydebank, 528 
people died and a further 617 people were seriously injured. 
Out of approximately 12,000 houses, only seven remained 
undamaged, with 4,000 completely destroyed and 4,500 
severely damaged. Over 35,000 people were made home-
less. Our mother was one of them, caught up in the middle 
of the bombing. She was injured, and had to be taken to 
hospital with burns to her legs.

I can remember my mother telling us that she was soon 
to be married to my father and, prior to the air raid on 
Clydebank, she had been saving things for her bottom 
drawer. She lost everything she had, clothes, house, eve-
rything.  All she was left with was the clothes she stood 
up in. I remember her describing to me her experience of 
the bomb going off; she said, “I felt like I was lifted up and 
floated around the room I was in and went out through the 
door and ended up in the hall”.

After my mother was well enough to travel she was per-
suaded to move up to Stornoway, to stay with relations. On 
April the 17th 1941 my parents were married in Stornoway. 
My father was in the Royal Navy at the time and his ship 
was docked in Stornoway. He was given short leave, and 
managed to obtain a special marriage licence, so that they 
both could get married. In the only photo we have of the 
wedding, the bandage on my mother’s leg is visible, where 
she had been burned during the Clydebank blitz.

My father joined his ship the following day and he would go 
through a traumatic time, between then and the end of the 
war. On around the 22nd of September 1942 my father was 
on a ship which was part of the North Atlantic convoy. They 
were escorting the convoy between Iceland and Murmansk 
in northern Russia. A document, only recently discovered 
by my sister Mary, while she was going through some of 
my mother’s belongings, told of an attack on the convoy 
by German submarines and the Luftwaffe. This document, 
issued by the Admiralty, gave a report of the attack, which 
is stated as, “the worst attack in history” and lasted for four 

Coming 
Through 
Years of War

Norman Graham
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days. The information contained in this document was also 
broadcast by the BBC on Friday the 25th of September 
1942.

My father never spoke of what he had been through during 
the war, to any of us apart from my mother and it was my 
mother who told us of most of the situations that my father 
had found himself in, including a telegram that my mother 
had received, stating that her husband was missing pre-
sumed dead. At the time my mother was alone with a new-
born baby; my sister Mary, who was only months old at the 
time, had never seen her father and he had never seen his 
first child. You can imagine the effect a telegram, containing 
this kind of information would have on anyone, never mind 
a mother alone with a newly born baby.

My mother was living with relatives of my father in Vatisker, 
as they didn’t have a home of their own. These relatives 
were good enough to look after my mother and her baby 
until they found accommodation of their own, which was 
understandably difficult during that period during the war.

For some reason later on, my mother moved back to 
Glasgow while my sister Mary was around two years old. 
We’re not sure why she moved back to Glasgow but we 
assume that it was to be closer to her own family as her 
brothers and sister all lived in and around the Glasgow area. 
Eventually she was given accommodation in a prefabricated 
house in Dalmuir; she would stay there till my father was 
demobbed in 1945.

My sister Catherine was born in Glasgow in 1946 and even-
tually the family would move back to Lewis in 1947. They 
lived with my grand parents in Brevig till my father built our 
house, at number 54 Vatisker.  

My mother also told us that my father had a couple of close 

friends, during the war, and they would always ship out 
together, if they could. On one occasion they were split up 
and shipped out on different ships, and my father never saw 
them again; they lost their lives at sea. I believe this had a 
devastating effect on my father and he probably lived the 
rest of his life with the thought of why he survived while 
his friends perished.  I remember, as a young child in the 
early fifties, my father having recurring nightmares, though it 
didn’t mean anything to me at the time and my mother used 
to make light fun of it. Years later, it became clear to us all 
just exactly what the nightmares were all about. One would 
have thought that the experience of World War Two would 
have been enough trauma in one’s lifetime, but my father 
continued to find himself in life threatening situations after 
the war.

After a time spent in John Brown’s ship yard in Glasgow 
after the war, my father would eventually return to sea in the 
Merchant Navy. He served on deep sea tugs. These tugs 
were attached to the Royal Navy and would often take part 
in rescue and salvage situations, of ships that found them-
selves in distress.

I remember on one occasion, my mother pointing out a true 
life story that was told in pictures in either the Dandy or 
Beano, which I used to get as a child every Saturday from 
the red shop.

This particular story told of a ship that had run aground, 
somewhere off the coast of Scotland, in the middle of the 
night, with gale force winds blowing and seas running high. 
Together with the help of a helicopter, my father’s tug along 
with another tug managed to rescue all the crew safely. I 
don’t remember too much detail today, but I do wish I had 
kept that issue of the comic. 

Even when my father was home on leave, he still managed 

(continued on page 12)

George and Margaret Graham George Graham on the left, other two men unknown
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to get himself into life threatening situations. He would 
often go out fishing in the fishing boats from Brevig. On one 
occasion, my father had gone out fishing in the early hours 
of the morning. A storm got up and they found themselves 
in trouble. I remember my mother getting us up for school 
in the morning and telling us that the boat was missing, and 
she was very worried that something had happened to the 
crew. I went to school that morning, thinking that when I got 
home for lunch, my father would be home. I ran home from 
school as fast as I could and he still wasn’t there, but my 
mother told me that he and all the crew were safe and had 
put in at Tolsta because of the storm and would be home 
shortly. He certainly knew how to worry us all.                

I don’t suppose that we were the only family whose parents 
experienced such personal trauma during the war, or after 
it. Luckily for us both our parents came through these heart 
stopping moments fairly unscathed and although we were 

young at the time, I guess we learned from those stories 
and experiences that my mother told us about, which would 
prepare us well for the future.

There are times now, as I’m getting older, and a grandfather 
myself, that I wished I’d spoken to my father a bit more and 
asked more questions. There are so many questions that 
are still unanswered, and so many things that have gone 
unsaid, but I guess that’s the way things were back then.

Both our parents have unfortunately passed away now. 
My father died in 1982 and my mother in 1999. If they are 
watching down on us, as I’m sure they are, they will feel 
very pleased with the legacy they have left behind in their 
children, grandchildren and great grandchildren.

Norman Graham

A document telling of an attack on the North Atlantic Convoy by German submarines and the 
Luftwaffe
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“... How does your garden grow?...” so goes the nurs-
ery rhyme.  The month of May, with its low temperatures, 
strong winds and rain proved detrimental to normal growth.  
Radishes, being the fastest growing vegetable one can 
plant, can reach maturity, under normal conditions, within 
one month.  I planted radishes along with mixed green 
salad leaves, expecting a yield after a month.  As it turns 
out it will be six weeks before the radishes are ready. 
Because of their fast growth, radishes can be planted 
between rows of other vegetables such as carrots, turnips 
and peas, and some gardeners even plant them as row 
markers, mixed with slow germinating seeds, such as pars-
nips, onions etc.  They’re also an ideal plant for children to 
grow as they don’t have to wait long for their produce.  But 
radishes are susceptible to the root fly.

We really need warm temperatures for growth.  To help the 
soil to warm up, it’s good to fork with a pronged grubber 
between rows of vegetables, to allow the soil to dry and 
the warmth to penetrate.  The onion is another plant which 
needs to develop its leaves before the bulb itself begins to 

swell.  It is one of the plants which needs up to eighteen 
hours of daylight.

It is also noticeable this year that some have lost their long-
standing veronica shrubs.  Was this due to the severe frost 
or the cold wind and rain?  Being evergreen, the veronica, 
especially the large-leaf type, is less hardy and more sus-
ceptible to frost and wind.  My hebe, which is also a veron-
ica, and which last year attracted the bumble-bee, also suf-
fered, though it is showing signs of recovery at the base.

Hopefully we shall harvest eventually what we have planted.  
It’s the slow germinating seeds which suffer most in wet, 
cold soil.  One plant which seems unaffected so far is the 
potato.  Even if a late frost damages the leaf, it soon recov-
ers.  Rhubarb, which normally gives two yields in a year, 
has also been badly affected.  Thankfully the first yield was 
excellent.

From the Poileagan

   Anns a’   Anns a’
 ghàrradh... ghàrradh...Conditions for Growth

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off 
slip and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or 
cash for £28.16 to Mrs I. MacLean, 42b Coll, Isle 
of Lewis, HS2 0LR.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
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International rates on application
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_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
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Signed_____________________ Date____________
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____________________________________________
____________________________________________

FOOTBALL UPDATE

The Back U-14s are holding their own, and included in the 
squad are four girls and to reach the final of the Kemnay 
cup two years running is no mean achievement, although 
United did take the honours this year.

The U-16s so far are undefeated but the Auld Enemy 
nearly dented their run when they held the Blues to a draw. 
To some this was surprising as in the previous fixture the 
Blues won 7-0 but as they ‘that’s football’. Let’s hope that 
they will continue their winning ways for the remainder of 
the season.

The senior team are still unbeaten in the league leaving 
them on top, but unfortunately they were knocked out of 
two competitions recently. Their progress in the HA cup 

continues with the latest result a 10-0 win to reach the 
quarter finals.

In the Eilean an Fhraoich cup they have a slender one goal 
lead over Lochs in the first leg, and hopefully they will have 
the same or a better result in the second leg.

The last game to be played before the competitors take 
part in the Nat West Games was a 5-1 win over United, 
thus consolidating their position in the league.

There are a number of players from Back selected for 
the games, with Dano as assistant coach. Also included 
are Martin Maclean, Ross Hall, Ian ‘Tohan’ MacLeod and 
Fraser MacLeod. The LATN extend to all participants the 
very best, and hope that they will enjoy the trip, and make 
the island proud.
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Agallamh le Agnes

Tha Agnes Dhòmhnallach air a bhith na ceannard air Sgoil 
a’ Bhac a-nis airson bliadhna. Rinn Jane Macinnes agus 
Isabelle Bain, dà sgoilear air an darna bliadhna san àrd-
sgoil, agallamh leatha airson LATN.

Caite na rugadh sa thogadh sibh?

Rugadh mi san ospadal ann an Steòrnabhagh. ‘S e Niseach 
a th’annam. Chaidh mo thogail ann an Nìs, às a’ Phort.

Innis dhuinn mu do theaghlach

Tha nighean agam, Catriona a tha 21. Tha i ann an Oilthigh 
Shrathchluaidh a’ dèanamh ailtearachd agus tha i air a’ 
cheathramh bliadhna. Tha balach agam cuideachd, Alasdair, 
a tha 17 agus tha e dìreach air crìochnachadh an siathamh 
bliadhna ann an Sgoil Mhicneacail.

Dè a’ chiad cuimhne a th’agaibh?

‘S e madainn Latha na Sàbaid a bh’ann agus ‘se latha brea-
gha samhraidh a bh’ann. Bha mo mhàthair a’ cuir na sgine-
an agus forcaichean as fheàrr san taigh air a’ bhòrd. Cha 
robh còmhradh agam oir cha robh mi fhathast dà bhliadhna 
a dh’aois. Thòisich mi a’ dol a-mach ‘s a-steach a’ cluich 
bothagan. Thionndaidh mo mhàthair timcheall agus cha 
robh sgeul air an cutlaraidh. Bha mi ro òg airson innse dhi 
cait an deach iad. As deidh mìosan bha an cutlaraidh a’ 
tuiteam a-mach as a’ chruach.

Na chòrd an sgoil ribh?

Tha mi a’ smaoineachadh gum biodh e air còrdadh rium 
barrachd nan robh mi air a bhith aig an taigh oir bha mi 
anns an hostail airson sia bliadhna. Bha mi ro òg airson 
fàgail an taigh - 12.

De rinn sibh nuair a dh’fhàg sibh an sgoil?

Chaidh mi gu Oilthigh Ghlaschu airson Beurla agus 
Eachdraidh a dhèanamh. An uairsin chaidh mi gu Colaisde 
Cnoc Iordan a threanadh airson a bhith nam thidsear. As 
deidh sin chaidh mi gu Uibhist a Tuath airson ochd bliadhna 
deug agus an uairsin Lionail airson dà bhliadhna dheug.

Caite a bheil sibh a’ fuireach?

Nis.

De an rud as fheàrr leibh mu dheidhinn Sgoil a’ Bhac?

Tha a’ chlann cho èasgaidh ‹s cho dèonach agus cho tàlan-
tach ann an iomadach dòigh, agus tha an luchd-obrach  
cho dìcheallach.

De tha a bhith na do thidsear air ionnsachadh dhuibh? 

Gu feumainn foighidinn!

De eile a tha sibh ag iarraidh a dhèanamh nar beatha?

Fàs fit!

Latha na Gocaireachd
Tha cuimhne glè mhath agam air a’ chiad uair a chaidh mi 
a chur sìlidh ann an slipearan mo mhàthair. Agus a’ chiad 
uair a thug mi beagan de mhala m’ athair dheth. ‘Se latha 
na Gocaireachd a bh’ann, dhà no trì bliadhnaichean air 
ais agus bha mi ag iarraidh rudeigin a dhèanamh air mo 
phàrantan airson rinn iadsan rudeigin ormsa a’ bhliadhna 
roimh sin. Thuirt iad gu feumainn a dhol chun na bùtha air 
Latha na Sàbaid airson bainne fhaighinn. Thuirt iad gur e 
latha sonraichte a bh’ann!

A’ bhliadhna as dèidh sin, rinn mise rudeigin rud beag 
nas miosa! Nuair a bha mo mhàthair ag obair, thug mi 
na slipearan aice sìos dhan a’ chidsin. Thug mi an silidh 
a-mach agus fhuair mi spàinn mhòr. Thug mi tòrr a-mach às 
an sileagan agus chuir mi an silidh am broinn na slipearan, 
gus nach fhaiceadh i an silidh. Thàinig i air ais bho h-obair 
agus thug i dhith a brògan agus chuir i oirre na slipearan 
aice. Cha robh càil a dh’fhios aice aig an toiseach ach an 
uair sin dh’èigh i,

“Cò air an t-saoghal a chur silidh anns na slipearan agam?” 
Thòisich i a’ gàireachdainn agus an uair sin dh’èigh i an 
t-ainm agam. Thàinig mi sìos an staidhre. Thuirt mi rithe 
carson a rinn mi e, airson gun do rinn ise rudeigin ormsa a’ 
bhliadhna ron a sin!

A’ mhadainn mus do rinn mi sin air mo mhàthair, dh’èirich 
mi às mo leabaidh tràth. Fhuair mi na tweezers agam! 
Chaidh mi a-steach gu rùm mo phàrantan agus bha 
m’athair fhathast na chadal. Chuir mi na tweezers agam gu 
mala m’athair, agus thug mi fead-
hainn dheth! Bha e cho èibhinn, 
agus fhuair mi rudeigin a dhèanamh 
airsan an latha sin. Bha mi cho toili-
chte! 

Le Sharyn Ferguson S1a, Sgoil a’ 
Bhac
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SGOIL A’ BHAC PRIZEGIVING 2011
PRIMARY
LATN – Literacy Prize (Creative Writing): Andrew Smith
Vanessa Will – Salver GP1-GP3 (For use of Gaelic 
outside the classroom): Ellie MacDonald, Ross MacIver, 
Mia Pickering
Vanessa Will – Salver GP4-GP7 (For use of Gaelic 
outside the classroom): Catriona Bain/Koren Pickering

Citizenship Trophy - P4/P5 (Donated by New Community 
Schools): Finlay Emmott

Minki Cup (Environmental Studies/Awareness P6): Jamie 
Morrison
D.J. Macleod Memorial Cup (for commitment to 
football): Chirsty Graham
‘Coilear’ Cup for Bible Knowledge P7 (The Donald & 
Mary Stewart Cup): Joanna Maclean

Primary 7 Music Shield (Donated by Rev and Mrs I.D. 
Campbell): Koren Pickering and Catriona Bain

Gress Cup (Donated by Paul & Sheila White): Clare 
MacDonald
Art Trophy (The Alice Murray Memorial Prize): Beth 
MacKenzie, Koren Pickering
Sports Champion - Boy (Lewis Carpet Centre Cup): John 
A MacIver
Sports Champion - Girl (Lewis Carpet Centre Cup): 
Chirsty Graham
Boy Leadership: Uilleam MacIver
Girl Leadership: Beth MacKenzie

SECONDARY
LATN – Literacy Prize (Creative Writing): Aphra Blunt
John Maclennan Memorial (Practical Excellence): Jane 
Macinnes
Cuach donated by Back Senior Gaelic Choir (For Overall 
contribution to the musical life of the school): Isabelle 
Bain
Back Free Church Salver (For proficiency in Religious 
and Moral Education): Lorraine Campbell
Moley Cup (donated by Murdo Macdonald) for History: 
Eleanor Smith

Iuro Sgoil Cup (Gaelic – Learner): Sarah Macleod

Cuach Comataidh Craolaidh Gàidhlig (Gaelic – Fluent): 
Isabelle Bain
Comrade Cup (donated by Murray Family, Coll) for 
Geography: Aphra Blunt
Martin Cup (Excellence in Computing Skills): Sarah 
Macleod 
CIB Services Cup (For Proficiency in Mathematics): 
Isabelle Bain
The Hebridean Award (donated by The Hebridean 
Newspaper) for French: Isabelle Bain and Aphra Blunt
Back Pharmacy Shield (donated by Donald Taylor) for 
Science: Isabelle Bain
Art Cup (donated by Nomie’s Bodyshop): Eleanor Smith 
and Peter Macdonald
The Stornoway Gazette Cup (For Excellence in English): 
Aphra Blunt

S1 Boys Sports Champion: David Ferguson
S1 Girls Sports Champion: Mairi Maclennan
The Skye Cup – Senior Boys (donated by Kenneth 
Macdonald) S2 Boys Sports Champion: Liam Macleod
The Orkney Cup – Senior Girls (donated by Mrs Reta 
Macdonald) S2 Girls Sports Champion: Nicole Maclean
Citizenship Trophy (donated by New Community 
Schools): Murron Harrison

Leadership Cup – Girls: Eleanor Smith
Leadership Cup – Boys: Peter Macdonald
Proxime Accessit (donated by Angus Macdonald 
Contractors) Runner up to Dux: Aphra Blunt
Dux: Isabelle Bain

Sgoil a’ Bhac 2010-2011 Prize-winners

Sgoil a’ Bhac Dux 2010-2011 Isabelle Bain
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TONG PRIMARY SCHOOL – PRIZEGIVING

Education City Awards: P1 Ewan Murray, Cailean 
MacDonald; P2 Kelci Smith, Kian Beaton; P3 Eilidh 
Ferguson, Scott Murray; P4 Caitlin MacDonald, Donna 
MacIver, Dulin Maclachlan; P5 Redigan T Harrison; P6 John 
MacLeod, Euan MacDonald, Ross Beaton, Elizabeth Moore; 
P7 Mark MacLean, Jodie MacKay

Eco-School Awards: Jessica MacPhail, Kristy Lindsay, 
Jodie MacKay, Gregor MacLeod, Mark MacLean, Kenneth 
MacLeod

Gardening Awards: Krysta Bray, Steven MacLeod

Perfect Attendance: Faith MacFarlane, Isla MacKenzie, 
Heather MacDonald, Isla Buchanan, Krysta Bray, Billy 
Campbell, Leona Morrison, John MacLeod, Ronan Sinclair, 
Jessica MacPhail

Sports Champion Awards: P1 Ellie May Penman, Cailean 
MacDonald; P2 Mary-anne MacPhail, Harry Bray; P3 Krysta 

Bray, Adam MacKinnon; P4 Dulin Maclachlan, Steven 
MacLeod; P5 Sian Ferguson, Ben MacMillan; P6 Hannah 
MacDonald, Ronan Sinclair; P7 Jodie MacKay, Kenneth 
MacLeod

P7 Leavers’ Certificates: Jessica MacPhail, Kristy Lindsay, 
Jodie MacKay, Gregor MacLeod, Mark MacLean, Kenneth 
MacLeod

Diligence Awards: P1 Grace MacLeod; P2 Aaron 
Ferguson; P3 Adam MacKinnon; P4 Donna MacIver; 
P5 Jamie MacKinnon; P6 Hannah MacDonald; P7 Mark 
MacLean

Loch A Tuath Award: Jodie MacKay

RME Award: Kenneth MacLeod

Computing Award: Kenneth MacLeod 

Academic Achievement: Gregor MacLeod

Citizenship Cup: Mark MacLean

Diligence Award Winners

P3 and 4 Celebrating Success

P7 Leavers Presenting Gifts to Mrs Macrae

P7 Award Winners



34
COISIR SGIR’ A’ BHAC

Còisir Sgìr’ a’ Bhac had a very enjoyable and successful 
trip to Poolewe in May. Cuirm nan Còisir has become a 
very welcome Feis to attend as a practice for the forthcom-
ing Mod in October. It is also a very informal venue and 
has none of the competitive elements associated with the 
National Mod. It is an occasion for renewing old friend-
ships and making new ones.

Eleven intrepid members and conductor, Avril Duncan, set 
off in style. We hired Am Bus Dearg and David Maclennan 
(Gress) had the not too daunting task of driving there and 
back safely and without incident. All was going smoothly 
until one of our members spotted the signpost for Mellon 
Charles. “My great-grandfather, Eachain Macgregor, came 
from there,” she yelled. “Stop immediately.” But David was 
on a mission, to get us to Poolewe, without further ado. 
Dinner was waiting and an evening of solo singers in the 
Community Hall.

Last year, one of our own choir members, Eoghainn, sang at 
the Poolewe ceilidh, and went on to win the Traditional Gold 
at the Thurso Mod. This year we heard some young fresh 
voices, and we have no doubt they will all go on to have 
very successful singing careers. We were entertained by our 
own David and Margaret, who both sang a couple of the old 
favourites, much to the delight of the audience who always 
enjoy a good sing along. Perhaps next year the rest of the 
members of the choir will be inspired to branch out in the 
solo singing. This venue is certainly a welcoming and infor-
mal place to give it a go!

This year saw a resurgence in the choir section of the Feis, 
with some of the most experienced and successful choirs 
taking part. Aberdeen, Inverness, Glasgow Gaelic Musical 
Association, Strath, and Ullapool, who are a new choir and 
we wish them every success for the future. There are no 
marks awarded in this competition, but we were all given 
«crits» by the judges to help and advise us with our Gaelic 
and music. With only eleven of us on the stage, we were 

amazed and highly delighted to win the competition and the 
lovely Caithness glass bowl. We sang Eilean Scalpaigh Na 
Hearadh and Sios Dhan an Abhainn, (available on Youtube).  

On our return journey, the choir decided to take a trip to 
Mellon Charles and back to Macgregor land. Of course, we 
had to have the history to make sense of it all. Brother and 
sister Eachainn and Hannah Macgregor married a brother 
and sister from 59 Lighthill, a Donald and Margaret Martin 
(circa 1860.) They settled in Lighthill and there are many 
descendants from the Martin and Macgregor clans. A num-
ber are members of the choir. 

This remote peninsula in Easter Ross has all the austere 
beauty of many areas in Easter Ross,and one can imagine 
how inaccessible it must have been by road. Things have 
improved somewhat since those days, however, we had a 
few moments of consternation along this very narrow and 
precarious road. After all sense of going back to roots were 
satisfied, we set off for Ullapool and made it safely there, 
thanks to David and our trusty Am Bus Dearg. 

Chrissie Bell Urpeth at Mellon Charles with the choir in the Am 
Bus Dearg behind

Carol MacDonald, Elizabeth Maclean, Kristeen Maclean, Irene MacRitchie, Chrissie Bell Urpeth, Alison Mackenzie, Avril Duncan 
(conductor), Mary Macleod, Margaret McLeman, David MacLennan, Calum Watt, Murdo Macleod. Photo taken in Poolewe 
Community Centre.
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BACK PRIMARY 1971

Back row (left to right): Philip Kennedy, Back; Martin Macleod, Back; Willie Macritchie, Upper Coll; Iain M Macdonald, 
Gress; Kenneth Malcolm Murray, Coll; DJ Macleod, Vatisker; Hector Macdonald, Upper Coll; Kenneth Angus Macleod, Back

Middle row: John Murdo MacArthy, Back; Amanda Joy, Back; Margaret Macdonald, Gress; Helen McKerracher, Gress; 
Margaret Mary Murray, Back; Calum Macleod, Back

Front row: George Stewart, Upper Coll; Catherine Graham, Back; Lilian MacInnes, Back; Kenina Graham, Upper Coll; 
Christine Murray, Back; Maureen Maciver, Back; Iain Mackenzie Macdonald, Outend Coll

Farewell to the Davis Family

A farewell presentation for the Davis family was held in the church hall on Sunday 19 June after the evening service. They will be 
moving to Kirkcaldy over coming weeks.  Thomas Davis will be beginning his divinity studies at the Free Church College in September.  
Our prayerful good wishes go to Thomas, Una, Tom, John and Annie Rose.  They will all be greatly missed.  
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Material for 
publication in the SEPTEMBER issue of Loch a Tuath News 

must be in before WEDNESDAY 17th AUGUST 2011

Under starter’s orders

Back Sabbath School

Over 80 children, teachers and parents went on the annual Sabbath School outing this year. The outing took place on the 
4th of June to Ness playpark at Eoropie. The weather was wonderful and a great time was had by all - especially the ladies 
who won the tug o’ war again.


