
1

SEPTEMBER 2011Vol. 15  No. 5  £1.80

• Stories from New Zealand  • Back Free Church Twentieth Century Diary   • Photo Gallery
Plus As na Bailtean, From the Manse, Back in Time, Anns a’ Ghàrradh and much more!

Back FC are Highland 
Amateur Cup Finalists



2

The Loch a Tuath
 News Team

Chairman
Norman MacRae, ‘Cnoc Bàn’, School 
Rd. Vatisker - 820954
Vice Chairman
Willie MacLean, 42b Coll -
01851 820503
w.maclean@sky.com
Treasurer
Mairi Macleod, 
11b Coll  - 01851 820497
Secretary
Margaret Macleod, Millview, 34 Gress 
- 01851 820768
Editor
Angus Morrison, 14 New Street, Back 
- 01851 820354
angusmorrison@ukgateway.net
Layout
Morag Macdonald
43 Seaview Terrace, Stornoway 
700966
Distribution
Norman MacRae, ‘Cnoc Bàn’, School 
Rd. Vatisker - 820954
Subscription Organiser
Ishbal MacLean, 42b Coll  - 820503
Advertising
Donald A. Stewart, 28 New Street, 
Stornoway - 704877
d.stewart11@btinternet.com
Editorial Committee
Rev Calum Iain Macleod, Free 
Church Manse, Back - 820317
Dorothy Kennedy, ‘Aldorville’ Vatisker 
- 820650 
Angus Maclennan, Tamana, 14 Gress 
- 820615
Rona Macdonald, Dalriada, Gress - 
820751
Kenneth MacIver, 11 Upper Coll -  
820239 - kamaciver@hotmail.com
Chrissie Bell Urpeth, 6 New Street, 
Back - 820459
Mary Ann Davidson, New Street, Back
Village Correspondents
Upper Coll - Kenneth MacIver, 11 
Upper Coll - 820239 - 
kamaciver@hotmail.com
Coll - Ishbal MacLean, 42b Coll  - 
820503 - w.maclean@sky.com
Back/Vatisker - Neil Murray, The 
Anvil, Vatisker - 820261
Gress - Donalda Murray, 21 Gress -
820225 / Ishbel Macdonald, 31 Gress 
- 820392
Tong - Joan Matheson, Still Water, 
Aird, Tong - 702144 - 
jmatheson1@btinternet.com

The views expressed in the Loch a 
Tuath News by named individuals, 
unless otherwise stated, are not 
necessarily endorsed by the LATN 
Editorial committee.

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: angusmorrison@ukgateway.net 
By post: 14 New Street, Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH 

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible.  If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the 
community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their 
free time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ 
of the district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 

If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal 
Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £2.42 to cover cost 
and postage. 

FÀILTE
Welcome to the September edition of 
Loch a Tuath News. This month we 
have another packed issue for you, with 
a range of articles and photos. As this 
is the first issue after the summer we 
have a number of weddings and gradu-
ations and a lot of village news to report 
on. We would like to congratulate Back 
Football Club on their superb achieve-
ment of once again reaching the Highland 
Amateur Cup final and, although they 
finished runners-up, everyone connected 
with the club can be very proud of the 
way they have played. We have more 
stories from New Zealand in this issue 
and we also have an interesting diary of 
some historical events from Back Free 
Church, giving an insight into some of 
the changes that have taken place in the 
congregation over the years. We have 
a range of interesting photos from years 
gone by and a couple of class photos 
from Back and Tong schools. The schools 
have just gone back for the new term and 
we hear of their latest news and we have 
pictures of the new P1 intake in Back 
and Tong School, with a healthy intake 
in each school. We have two interesting 
photos showing the changes which have 
taken place in Coll over the last number 
of years, with new houses changing the 
landscape. For nature-lovers we have 
an account of a recent encounter in 

Back with sparrowhawks. We also have 
the details of the annual report of Tong 
Community Council.

As well as all of that, we have our other 
regular features too, such as From 
the Manse, Back in Time, From the 
Archives, Duilleag na Gàidhlig and Anns 
a’ Ghàrradh.  Many thanks to those of 
you who have contributed to this month’s 
issue. Hopefully we have something to 
interest everyone. Do please get in touch 
if you have any ideas for inclusion, or if 
you are able to write an article or provide 
photos which you think would be of inter-
est to our readers.

Cover photo: Back Football Club at the 
Inverness Caledonian Thistle Stadium, 
where the Highland Amateur Cup final 
took place.
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conscious of being captured and tor-
tured by the Japanese. The only short 
spells of relief at the time was an occa-
sional trip from Burma to India. There 
he was introduced to the finer moves 
and tactics of some English profession-
als serving there. To his wife Muriel, his 
brother Alasdair and sister Catriona, his 
daughter-in-law, as well as to all close 
friends, sympathy is extended.

The Late Norman Macleod
It was with feelings of sorrow that those 
who knew the family of Murdie Bhragar 
and Ciorstaidh, who lived for many 
years at 4 Broadbay View, heard on the 
30th of June of the death of their son 
Norman at the age of 51 years.

Norman ‘B’, as he was known to his 
classmates, his contemporaries and 
then his work colleagues was an intel-
ligent young man who found work in a 
variety of places during his compara-
tively short life. The ‘B’ after his name 
was a letter identification given to him 
in Back School to distinguish him from 
other boys in the class bearing the 
same name and surname.

Up to the time when his serious illness 
was diagnosed he was employed in the 
Fish Processing Factory at Marybank. 
The concern shown by his work-mates 
there for his well-being was an indica-
tion of how highly he was regarded. 

Norman ‘B’ had, at first, a positive atti-
tude to his illness and as his condition 
deteriorated he became reconciled to 
his lot.

In his last trying and distressing weeks 
he was lovingly cared for and nursed 
by his own family, his brother and 
sisters – especially Dollag, who was 
always there to attend to all his needs.

To his wife Maggie, son Stephen and 
daughter Lynne as well as to the entire 
Macleod family much sympathy is 
extended.

Messages of sympathy are also sent 
to other families in the district who 
have experienced sorrow due to the 
loss of loved ones. Mrs Mary Bremner, 
whose daughter Debbie – Mrs Norrie 
Macrae – lives at 1 Vatisker and whose 
own home was at 1 Nicol Crescent, 
Stornoway, passed away in Ospadal 
nan Eilean on 30th June. Mary spent a 
long time nursing in the Clisham ward 
where she was a very caring dedicated 
person and well-liked by colleagues 
and patients. We remember her fam-
ily and her invalid husband at this sad 
time.

AS NA 
BAILTEAN

BACK / VATISKER
Bereavements
Several families in the district have 
recently experienced bereavement and 
a belated sympathy message is sent to 
them all. 

Alex Maclennan

The Late Alex Maclennan
Mr Alex Maclennan (Alex a’ Ghrass), 
4 Coll, passed away peacefully and 
rather unexpectedly at his own home 
on 29th June. He had been in indif-
ferent health for some time. He was 
88 years of age. Alex was the second 
eldest of the four sons of Mr and Mrs 
Donald Maclennan, 42 Back. Catriona, 
living in the family home, was the only 
daughter. Alex is remembered as a 
very handsome, well-turned out individ-
ual, with a humorous and a very often 
witty disposition. A ready smile greeted 
everyone.

A past generation will remember him 
not as a soldier, a weaver or a whaler 
– he was all those things – but as a 
football player of outstanding skill. 
One surviving team-mate remembers 
him playing in the Back Football team 
of the immediate post WWII years as 
‘a classy, intelligent footballer whose 
passing of the ball, his interaction with 
other team members and overall con-
tribution to the team’s success was 
superb. Which one of us could forget 
the partnership of Alex a’ Ghrass and 
Stoodie playing for the Lewis Select?’

One could also write of his army serv-
ice in the far east where the army 
boys serving there were constantly 

The sudden and unexpected death 
of Sam Pate, which took place at his 
mother-in-law’s home at 17 Broadbay 
View where he and his wife Ishbel were 
spending a short holiday, came as a 
great shock. Sam had felt unwell the 
previous day while fishing. We send 
Ishbel and family, whose home is in 
Glasgow, much sympathy

To Louise Latisonoks, 20 Back, bet-
ter known to those who go to our local 
post office and grocery shop as ‘Louise 
of Gordon’s’, we send our heart-felt 
sympathy. She received news, some 
weeks ago, of her brother’s death in 
Bedfordshire where both her parents 
live. Louise was able to travel south 
to support them at that sad time. To 
Louise and David much sympathy is 
sent as well as a ‘welcome back’ mes-
sage behind the counters.

Mrs Bayfield, Stornoway, who passed 
away on 16 July, has strong family 
connections with the district. Maureen 
Stewart, 3 Broadbay View, and Fiona 
Broad, 12 Vatisker Park, are both 
daughters of the late Mrs Bayfield. We 
remember both and all grandchildren in 
their loss. 

Wedding Bells at VP
Warm congratulations are sent to Anne 
Mackenzie, daughter of Donald and 
Joan Mackenzie, 9 Vatisker Park, and 
Donald Maclean, Parkend, Stornoway 
on the occasion of their marriage. The 
service took place in St Columba’s 
Church, Stornoway, and the recep-
tion was held in the Caladh Inn. We 
wish the young couple a happy time 
together.

Wedding
Gemma Dunnett, daughter of Christine 
and John, Inverness, married Robbie 
Duncanson, Ardersier, on 7th May 
2011. Granny, Chirsty Mary, 17 Back, 
and Grand aunt, Ciorstag, Yamba, 
School Road, travelled to Nairn to cel-
ebrate with the couple. Gemma and the 
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family were living in ‘Taigh Alec Murdo’, 
1 Back, when the new hospital was 
being built and she and her brother Iain 
went to Back School. 

New Baby
To complete this as a BMD column 
we are pleased to announce and wel-
come Isla, newly born baby of David 
and Jennifer, Borve. Isla is the second 
grandchild to Roddy John and Helen 
Beaton, 40 Vatisker.

Golden Wedding Anniversary
John Murdo and Murdina Graham, for-
merly from Coll and Vatisker, and now 
living in Goathill Road, celebrated their 
Golden Wedding Anniversary on 12th 
July. To mark the occasion, friends, 
family and some of the bridal party 
gathered with them at home and later 
that day for a meal in the Digby Chick 
restaurant in Stornoway. 

We congratulate them on reaching 
this milestone in life’s journey together 
and we wish them (DV) many more 
years together. They were married in 
Back Free Church, the service being 
conducted by the late Rev Murdo 
Macaulay. 

A quick recovery message is sent to 
John Murdo who is just recovering from 
a hip replacement operation. We wish 
him a steady progress to normal mobil-
ity.

Alasdair Nicholson
Congratulations to Alasdair Nicholson, 
24 Back, who received the MBE 
from HM The Queen at the Palace of 
Holyroodhouse on July 5 for ‘Services 
to the Voluntary Sector in the Western 
Isles’. 

Mr & Mrs Alasdair Nicholson 

Graduates
Sincere congratulations and best 
wishes for the future are sent to Nicola 
Louise Murray who recently graduated 
from Strathclyde University with a BA 
in History and Politics. Nicola is the 
daughter of Murdo (Mo) and Angela 
Murray, Anerley Cottage, Back, and 
the granddaughter of Neil and Chrissie 
Murray, 9 Back, and Murdo and Mary 
Anne Morrison, The Anchorage, North 
Tolsta. Well done Nicola. Be sure now 
and keep Ma’s Postal Orders Account 
and Da’s sheep account right up to 
date!

Nicola Murray

Many congratulations also to Siobhan 
Galbraith, the only daughter of Aaron 
and Fiona Galbraith and granddaughter 
of Dr Duncan and Betty Murray, Hinton, 
Alberta (formerly of 52 Vatisker), 
who graduated from the University of 
Ottowa with a joint honours degree 
taken through the medium of French in 
Civil and Common Law. Siobhan is now 

articling at the Court of Queen’s bench 
in Calgary for the coming year.

 Siobhan Galbraith

COLL
On Holiday 
The holiday season was very busy 
for Mary Macintosh (Marie Jessie), 30 
Coll. She had distant relatives from 
Saskatchewan, a couple of friends from 
Australia and relatives from Niagara 
Falls all visiting. Also Chrissie and Tom 
Moore and family came to see her 
while home on holiday in Tong and also 
to see Chrissie’s brother Iain Murdo, a 
patient in the Western Isles Hospital. 
They also spent time with their cousins 
in Tong. 

Sheena (nighean Willie Basher agus 
Ishbal) and their grandson Cameron 
were on holiday at 42b Coll from 
Leuchars in Fife. 

Gemma Dunnett and Robbie Duncanson
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Sheena, Steven and the girls were on 
holiday and spent some time with uncle 
Iain (Iain Bunad), 27 Coll. Sheena is a 
daughter of his late sister Jessie.

Katie Ann Macgillvray (nighean Tash) 
and her daughter Ann and family spent 
a holiday with Granny (banntrach 
Tash), 12 Coll.

Dollag (banntrach Vidue), 82 Coll, 
is enjoying having her uncle Murdo 
Morrison all the way from Australia at 
the time of writing. Murdo is no stranger 
as he is home every second year visit-
ing his roots in Ness where his sister 
still lives.

Bereavement 
Our sympathy goes to Ina Murray, 13 
Coll, on the death of her sister Chrissie 
in Glasgow, only weeks after the pass-
ing of her only daughter Janette. All the 
rest of the family, friends and neigh-
bours are also in our thoughts at this 
very sad time. Our sympathy also goes 
to Rod and Moira Mackinlay, 35 Coll, 
on the passing recently of Rod’s father 
who lived in Stornoway. Sympathy also 
to Calum and Willina Martin, 5 Coll, 
on the passing of his uncle Calum 
Maclean of Newvalley

New Babies
Congratulations to Alistair and Annette 
Gordon, 92 Coll, on the birth of their 
new baby Frazer Stewart, a little broth-
er for Campbell. Congratulations also 
to Gavin and Ann Marie Street, 48 Coll, 
on the birth of their baby boy Luc, a lit-
tle brother for Jack. Both babies were 
born at The Western Isles Hospital 
within a fortnight of one another.

Molly Jane Macleod was born in 
Glasgow on Sunday 19 June 2011 to 
John and Karen Macleod.  Molly is the 
first grand-child for Alex and Jane, 17 
Coll, and second grand-child for John 
Angus and Marion from Ness.

Molly Jane Macleod 

New Homes
It is good to see new homes getting 
built in the village. Derek and Lorraine 
Campbell, 33 Coll, are building on the 
family croft. Netta (nighean Murchadh 
Dhomhnaill Site) is building on the croft 
at 2 Coll. 

It is also good to see that John and 
Flora Collins’ new extension is finished 
and a lovely job they made of it. John 
and Flora moved into 25 Coll a while 
ago so we would like to give them a 
warm welcome to the village.

Wedding 

Congratulations to Emma Murray 
(nighean Iain agus Dean), Cuan Sgith, 
57 Coll, and Peter Scarramuchia who 
were married at St Columba’s Church, 
Stornoway, on Saturday 13th August 
2011. We would wish you both all the 
very best for the future.

Birthdays 

Happy birthday goes to Katie Bell 
Mackay, 56 Coll (banntrach Ivor 
Ruairidh Staoig) who recently celebrat-
ed her 80th birthday. A party for her 
was held in ‘The Hut’ where a lovely 
afternoon was had by all her family and 
friends.

Congratulations and many happy 
returns to Donald Matheson (Mathie), 
76 Coll, who recently celebrated the Big 
50. How quickly the years have passed 
since we were admiring that little baby 
in Parkend with his beautiful long eye-
lashes. No wonder Anna fell for you.

 Donald Matheson, ‘Mathie’

Alison
At the time of writing our thoughts are 
with Rev Kenny and Rita Macdonald 
and family as they remember their 
daughter Alison who went missing 
in India 30 years ago. We have fond 
memories of Kenny, Rita and the family 
growing up in Outend Coll. We do hope 

and pray that one day Kenny and Rita’s 
prayers will be answered and that they 
will be reunited with their daughter.

GRESS
Wedding Congratulations
Best Wishes to Reverend Ruaraidh 
MacLean and Peggy MacLeod who 
were married in Stornoway in July. 
Ruaraidh is the Free Church Minister 
in Leverburgh and is the grandson of 
Chirsty Ann MacKay, No. 28. We wish 
you all the best for the future.

Get Well Wishes
We have had a few poorly folk over 
the last few months but are pleased to 
see them out and about once again. 
Norman Smith, 7b; Janet MacDonald, 
No. 9; Margaret MacDonald, No. 31; 
Pauline Morrison, No. 50; and  Angus 
MacDonald (Pedro).We hope they all 
continue to improve.

Donald MacDonald (Dondy, formerly 
of 8 Gress) is now out of hospital and 
staying with his daughter in Inverness. 
We hope to see you home and back in 
Gress again soon.

Condolences
Sympathy is extended to John Gunn, 
No. 43, Katie Mary and all the family 
on the death of his mother Jessie Gunn 
aged 87 years in the Lewis Hospital on 
2nd August. Jessie was from Tarbert.

Sympathy also goes to Ibby MacKay 
on the sudden death of her husband 
Donald. Ibby and the family spent many 
years at 19 Gress before moving to 
Broughty Ferry. Our thoughts are also 
with Robbie and Mairead at this sad 
time.

Graduation

Sarah Macleod 

Congratulations to Sarah Catherine 
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Macleod, who graduated from 
Strathclyde Unversity with a BSc in 
Human Communication Studies.  Sarah 
is the daughter of Willie and Cathie 
Macleod, Glenesk, Gress and grand-
daughter of the late Norman and 
Catherine Macleod, 34 Gress and the 
late Alexander and Isabella Macdonald, 
7 North Tolsta. Well done and good 
luck in your chosen career.

New School Entrant
We only have one child going to P1 this 
year – Neeve MacDonald, 30b, and we 
wish her many happy school days. 

Leaving for University
Laura MacLennan (nighean Catriona 
Lemon) is leaving for Glasgow to 
begin her Nursing Course at Glasgow 
Caledonian University. We wish you 
well Laura.

A Special Anniversary
We are sending sincere congratulations 
to Arthur and Dolina Harrison (Dollag 
Tuileiban, formerly of 14 Gress) on a 
very special and rare anniversary. They 
have been married for 65 years and 
have recently celebrated the occasion 
at their home in Taynwilt, Argyll with 
family and friends.

Their war-time romance blossomed – 
Arthur, a ‘smasher’ from Greenock, in 
the RAF and Dolly a ‘star’ from Gress 
in the WAAFS. They were married in 
Darlington on 27th July 1946. Their 
family of two sons and five grandchil-
dren are a credit to them, each one 
gaining high awards in their different 
fields of learning. We wish this popular 
couple good health to enjoy many more 
happy years together. 

TONG
Newcomers to the Village
We welcome Mr and Mrs Calum Murray 
to the village. Angela and Calum 
are the new owners of Kerrydale, 
Springside, Aird Tong. We hope that 
they will feel very much ‘at home’ and 
that they are now settled into their new 
home.

We also welcome Mr and Mrs Derek 
Morrison and new baby Kiera to the 
village. Amanda and Derek are the 
new owners of 16B Tong. We hope 
that they will feel very much at home 
in Tong. Amanda is actually from Tong. 
She is the daughter of Joan, who is 

the daughter of Mary Flora and the late 
Dolly John Campbell, 16B Tong.

Four generations - Kiera, Amanda, Joan 
and Mary Flora Campbell 

Condolences
The condolences of the community 
are extended to the family of Norman 
‘B’ Macleod. We especially remember 
his son Steven and daughter Lynne. 
Although Norman, a keen footballer, 
was brought up in Back, he was born in 
Tong and latterly he stayed at 11 Tong 
Road where he was lovingly cared for 
by his sister Dollag and her husband 
Bob along with other family members. 
We remember Cathie Etta, Dollag, 
Murdo Dan and Mary as they mourn 
the loss of their brother.

Our sympathy is also extended to 
Mrs Mary Jean Campbell following 
the passing away of her only brother, 
Donald MacIver (affectionately known 
as Domhall Sonnie), of Clachan 
Biorach. We also remember Mary 
Jean’s sons who lost an uncle.

Our sympathy is also extended to 
Mrs Annie Ross, 12 Arrabella, Tain 
(Annie Lurachan, formerly Milking Hill, 
Tong) following the death of her hus-
band Willie Ross. We also remember 
their sons and grandchildren. Willie 
Ross was a retired policeman and 
had served with the police force in 
Stornoway and Carloway before mov-
ing to the mainland.

New Job
Congratulations to Mr Iain Murdo 
Macleod of Clachan Biorach, Tong, 
who has been appointed to the post 
of Evangelism Co-ordinator to the 
Western Isles Presbytery of the Free 
Church of Scotland. We send our best 
wishes to Iain Murdo, his wife Chrisell 

and the boys at this time.

Wedding Congratulations

 
Douglas Grant and Karen Macleod 

Married on the 16th April 2011 by the 
Rev. Donald MacEwan at St. Monan’s 
Parish Church were Douglas Grant and 
Karen Macleod.  Douglas is the son of 
Ishbel and the late David Grant, 10 Aird 
Tong.  Karen is the daughter of Derek 
and Margaret Macleod, North Bragar.

 
Donald Martin and Maggie Maclean 

Maggie Maclean, daughter of Donald 
and Cathie, Cross Skigersta Rd, Ness, 
and Donald Martin, son of Calum 
and Maggie Martin, Springside, Tong, 
were married on the 3rd of June at 
Amhunnsuidhe Castle. The service 
was conducted by Donald’s uncle Rev 
James Maciver and his uncle Donald 
‘Conn’ Maciver lead the singing. Their 
wedding cake was made by Maggie’s 
auntie Mary who is the cook in Back 
school. Maggie and Donald are living in 
Tong. 

Carina Macleod and Alan Thomson 

Married on the 7th July 2011 at 
Pollokshields Burgh Hall, Glasgow, 
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were Carina Macleod, only daughter 
of Annie Macleod and the late John 
Murdo Macleod, 21 Tong Road, to 
Alan Thomson, son of John & Irene 
Thomson, Westfield, Cumbernauld.

Murdo Campbell and Alison Macvicar 

Murdo Campbell married Alison 
MacVicar on 30th June 2011 in 
Inverness – Murdo is a son of Angus 
and Babs Campbell – Melbost and 
Grandson of Barbra and the late 
George Macdonald (Gearraidh Ghuirm), 
and also Mary Flora and the late Dolly 
Campbell, Tong.

Graduation

 
Aileen Campbell

Aileen Campbell graduated with a BSc 
(Hons) 2:1 in Psychology from Queen 
Margaret’s University, Edinburgh. 
Aileen is the daughter of Colin and 
Ismay Campbell, 30 Aird Tong, and the 
granddaughter of Mary Campbell, 9 
Aird Tong, and Chrissie Macdonald, 3 
Murray Place.

Small World
Three young girls from Tong celebrated 
their 40th birthday by taking a trip 
to Paris. Christine McTaggart (nee 
Macdonald) (left of photograph), Linda 
Mackinnon (nee MacLeod), in the mid-
dle and Chrisanne Macleod (middle 

right) were in the Disney Store along 
the Champs-Elysees, where they met 
another Leòdhasach Ann Tunney 
(Matheson) who spent her childhood 
holidays in Aird Tong. Ann’s husband, 
Richard, recognised the Lewis accent. 
Also in the photo are Ann’s girls Olivia 
and Abigail. It was a lovely surprise for 
them all, especially with them all having 
Tong connections.

Christine McTaggart, Linda Mackinnon 
and Chrisanne Macleod with Ann Tunney

A belated Many Happy Returns to 
Christine, Linda and Chrisanne who 
have been firm friends since Linda 
and Chrisanne went to Playschool and 
Christine joined them on P1 in Tong 
School.

UPPER COLL
Good Wishes
Our good wishes go to little Cara 
Graham, No. 13, who recently had an 
operation for appendicitis. 

Bereavements 

Our condolences to Calum Maclean, 
Bruinish, on the recent passing of his 
father, and to Chrissie Maclean, No. 
26, on the passing of her brother in 
Glasgow.

We also record with sadness the pass-
ing of Domhnall Beag Sonny, who 
spent many of his childhood holidays at 
No. 10 and 13. Domhnall had spent his 
adult life in Tong.

Congratulations 

Congratulations to Donna Dhomhnaill 
Chuimhnidh, No. 2, on her marriage to 
Gordon Macdonald, Stornoway. The 
wedding was in Erskine. They begin 
their married life in Stornoway.

Congratulations also to Annis 
Matheson, No.17, on her recent 
engagement.  

Graduation
Donna Mairi Maciver, daughter of 
Kenneth Angus and Ishbel Maciver, 
11 Upper Coll, has graduated from the 
University of Glasgow with MA (Hons) 
in History and Gaelic, (with distinction 
in spoken Gaelic).

Donna Mairi Maciver

Happy 18th Birthday to 
Steven!

Happy 18th Birthday to Steven (Jumbo) 
Stewart (mac Zeb agus Moreen) on 15th 
August 2011. Luv from all the family xxx.

Thank You

Thomas and Una Davis and fam-
ily would like to express their sincere 
and heartfelt thanks to the Back Free 
Church congregation and to the wider 
community for the gifts presented to 
them at the Presentation Evening on 
June 19th, for all the love and kindness 
shown to them and for the continual, 
prayerful support given.
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FROM THE 
MANSE
The Way
We incurred a lot of mileage during our summer break.  We 
travelled roads in Aberdeenshire and Perthshire that we 
were unfamiliar with.  However, with the aid of our Sat-Nav 
we were able to get to our destinations without getting lost.  
Before the age of the Sat-Nav it was sometimes necessary to stop and ask someone for directions.  This would often lead 
to a friendly chat with a local resident only too happy to point a lost driver in the right direction.  This personal touch is per-
haps a significant loss as we rely on technology more and more to guide us along our roads.

Many years ago, long before the era of the Sat-Nav, a man was driving his car through Kilmacolm, a town in Renfrewshire.  
He passed a road worker and asked him if he would tell him the way to Glasgow.  After giving him the necessary directions, 
the road worker then asked, ‘Excuse me, sir, but do you know the way to Heaven?’  ‘No, I don’t,’ replied the driver.  ‘Jesus 
said, “I am the Way,”’ said the road worker.  The driver, taken by surprise, thanked him and drove on to Glasgow, turning 
over in his mind the road worker’s words. 

On his return to London, the same driver was sadly involved in a fatal road accident.  He was taken to hospital, where, 
after arranging his will and making his last wishes known, he died.   

Ten days later two young men wearing black ties, and in deep mourning, arrived in the town of Kilmacolm, enquiring for a 
certain road worker, who as a guide and witness for the Lord Jesus Christ, had told their father the way to Heaven.  He had 
commissioned them to take the journey after the funeral service was over, and to thank the Christian road worker for point-
ing out the way to Heaven, on the day he gave their father directions to Glasgow.  They added, ‘he understood and is now 
in Heaven.’

Life’s journey takes us onto many paths and roads.  However, when all is said and done, there is only one way that really 
matters – the way to Heaven.  Jesus is ‘the Way’ (John 14:6).  He refers to himself as the designated route to Heaven.  He 
says clearly ‘No one comes to the Father except through me’ (John 14:6).  God has given us his Word as our road map 
and Sat-Nav combined.  If we follow its route and voice command then we too will be led ultimately to that satisfying and 
fulfilling moment at the end of our journey in this life when we will hear the words ‘you have reached your destination.’ 

Calum I Macleod

Back
Sunday 4 September
12 Noon:  Rev Calum I Macleod
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 11 September
10.30am:  Mr Alex Macritchie
12 Noon:  Mr Neil Murray (Gaelic)
6pm:   TBC

Sunday 18 September
10.30am:  Rev Calum I Macleod
12 Noon:  Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 25 September
12 Noon:  Rev Calum I Macleod
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 4 September
10.30am:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 11 September
6pm:   Mr Neil Murray (Gaelic)

Sunday 18 September
12 Noon:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 25 September
6pm:   Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

SERVICE TIMES
A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the community to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services in Back 
and Tong during September 2011 are as follows:
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Stories from 
New Zealand
Those Fascinating Animals
There are several million sheep in New Zealand and each 
day we would see large flocks in the paddocks around us.  
There are thousands of cows as well but we did not, as a 
rule, get any closer to these animals than driving past them 
on the road to somewhere.  And not many people keep hens 
unless you live on a farm or rear poultry as a business. So 
when we came on holiday to Chirsty and Angus at 50 Back 
you can imagine the fascination the two wee Kiwi boys had 
for Auntie Chirsty’s animals. 

At the fank with Angus (Bommey) and Karina 

Our son Fraser, especially, loved to go down with her to col-
lect the cow and was ever so proud to be allowed to lead 
her back to the byre. They were keenly interested in why 
Seumas was ‘painting’ the sheep and he patiently explained 
to them the reason for the markings belonging to each fam-
ily.  They enjoyed being able to ‘help’ him.  The sheep they 
were used to seeing were in huge flocks, with no markings, 
all white and all belonging to the same farmer.  They had 
never seen a fank and were quite bemused by the ‘stinking 
bath’ the sheep had to go through. 

Helping Seumas 

What do we do with these?

Gog, gog, gog
When he saw Chirsty’s hens in and around the byre Fraser 
was in his element. And then one day he found her clucky 
hen sitting on a clutch of eggs quietly minding her own busi-
ness. He found the hen so friendly that she let him pick her 
up so he could take her in to show Chirsty what a nice quiet 
hen she was, quite unlike the other hens who used to run 
away from him. He was quickly dispatched back to the byre 
with the hen and told in no uncertain terms to be sure to 
leave her on her nest or there would be no new chickens.  
What did you expect from a boy who had watched the proc-
ess of hatching eggs in an old electric frying pan!

Fraser helping Auntie Chirsty with her cow 

When Fraser was about seven his class had somehow man-
aged to rear some chickens in an old electric frying pan in 
the classroom for a science study they were doing.  Then 
the holidays came and these chickens had to find a good 
home.  Yes, you’ve guessed it. Fraser and Kenneth arrived 
home with a chicken each, in a plastic ice-cream carton.  
When I looked at them, scrawny things just starting to get 
their adult feathers I saw what looked suspiciously like a 
coileach’s (cockerel’s) cìrean on the top of their heads. And 
sure enough as they grew so did their combs.  John had to 
quickly make a pen for them as we felt our neighbours in a 
city street would not appreciate visits from our livestock.  So 
they grew and they grew, and when it became obvious even 
to the boys there would be no mutual symbiosis and they 
would not be getting any fresh eggs for breakfast, then what 
to do with them?  It was decided that their only future was to 
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be the soup pot, since they would never give us any eggs, 
and the boys seemed fine with that.  But who would do the 
deed? 

Our next-door-neighbours at the time were an ‘outdoors’ 
family, used to going hunting  wild pig with their pig-dog, 
Tyke, and tramping in the bush.  So the then 15-year-old 

Duncan offered to be the slaughterman, and then showed 
them how to pull the tendons in the claws to make the claws 
move. Kenneth and Fraser thought this was a great trick and 
took the claws to school to show their pals. How many of 
you can remember doing that when you were young? 

Cathie Ann Macleod, New Zealand

What is Christianity Explored?

Christianity Explored gives you time and space to think 
about the big questions of life and to explore the life of the 
person at the heart of the Christian faith, Jesus Christ.

What is there to explore?

Over 7 weeks, you journey through the Gospel of Mark 
exploring the identity, mission and call of Jesus – who he is, 
why he came and what it means to follow him. There is plen-
ty of time to ask questions and discuss the claims of Jesus 
and their implications for our lives.

How does the course work?

Christianity Explored is a relaxed and informal way of intro-
ducing people to Jesus for the first time, and it can also be 
useful for anyone wanting to brush up on the basics of the 
Christian faith. The basic structure of each evening is simple: 
an informal snack, a short Bible study, a talk (from a DVD) 
and a discussion based on the talk.

Interested?

Come along and be a part of Christianity Explored.  The 
course begins on Monday 29 August at 8.00 pm in the 
Church hall at Back.  Everyone is welcome.  Bring a friend.  
Missed the first week or two?  Not a problem!  You can come 
along next week and join in.

Christianityexplored.org 
        Organised by Back Free Church of Scotland

Rathad beag Chuil 1963

RATHAD BEAG CHUIL 2011 
These photos show the developments on the lower road to Outend Coll over the period 1963 - 2011.

Rathad beag Chuil 2011

Three Aird Tong lads, all deceased - 
Iain Iomhair, Coinneach and EO

Norman Macfarlane, Hector Macdonald, 
Billy Macfarlane, Glasgow lad
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The following snippets cover some 
events in Back Free Church through-
out the twentieth century. It first 
appeared in Chum Fios Bhi Aig An 
Al Ri Teachd, Back Free Church 
1891-1991 by Neil Murray. 

March 14, 1917: The earliest avail-
able minute of a meeting of the 
Deacons’ Court. Those present were: 
Rev. Roderick Mackenzie, Clerk and 
Chairman; Messrs Donald Maclennan.
Tong; Alexander Stewart, Vatisker; 
and Donald Macaskill, all Elders. 
The Deacons present were Kenneth 
Maciver, Vatisker, and Angus Stewart, 
Coll. Office-bearers representing the 
various villages are listed and opposite 
each the sum collected towards the 
Sustentation Fund. The total entered 
on this date was £41 19s 6d.

April 3, 1918: Mr Alexander Stewart 
informed the Court that owing to ill-
health and old age he was unable to 
continue as Church Officer. His consid-
erably long period of service was much appreciated for he 
had proved to be a faithful and acceptable servant. His son, 
Donald William, was appointed to take over these duties.

Spring, 1919: One of the church windows was repaired. 
Church doors and windows were all painted by Messrs 
Donald Mackenzie & Sons (Painters & Decorators), 
Stornoway. Cost £20.

December 24, 1919: Mr Angus Macleod (Aonghas Thormoid 
Iain), 42 Coll, was appointed Church Officer. Salary was to 
be £12 per annum.

March, 1921: Immediate steps were to be taken to repair 
storm damage to church and manse. Male persons under 
fifty years were requested to donate £1; male persons above 
fifty years, £10; and all females, 7/-. Mr Donald Macleod, of 
16 Coll, carried out all the necessary repairs.

1923: Angus Macleod, of 42 Coll, the Church Officer, had 
to retire due to ill-health. Donald W. Stewart took over his 
duties on a temporary basis. A sum of £9 per annum was 
paid to Upper Coll Grazings Committee for use as graz-
ing by the minister’s cattle of the area known a Pairc a’ 
Mhinistear.

1925: Mr Norman Graham, of 36 Vatisker, was Church 
Officer. As a result of the death of Evander Ferguson 
(Precentor), Alexander Ferguson (Elder), of 18 Vatisker, 
agreed to undertake the duties of Precentor.

June, 1926: Mr Kenneth Maclean, of 5 Vatisker, was 
appointed Clerk to the Deacons’ Court. He also became   
Congregational Treasurer. Some repairs were carried out to 
the church windows. Donald Macleod, of 13 Vatisker, was 
paid 10/- for carting five loads of shingle to the manse.

July, 1928: The death of Angus Macleod (Aonghas 
Dhomhnuill), a member of the Deacons’ Court, on board a 
fishing boat off Frazerburgh is minuted.

1930: One-hundred copies of The Monthly Record were 
distributed in the congregation for the first time. Price 2d per 
copy.

April, 1931: To improve the lighting in the church, six extra 
lamps were purchased.

Summer, 1932: General exterior work and two rooms in 
manse were decorated by Messers Donald Mackenzie, of 
Bayhead, Stornoway, at a cost of £16.

1933: Insurance policy for church increased from £2,000 to 
£3,000. Mr John MacFarlane, of Tong, undertook to delivery 
120 cart loads of peats to the manse for the sum of £30. 
Each household in the congregation contributed 1/6 towards 
this expenditure.

July, 1937: Mr Angus Langley (Painters & Decorators), 
of Stornoway, painted the church for the sum of £14 19/-.  
Norman Graham, Church Officer for twelve years, indicated 
his intention to retire at the end of the year.

A collection was made to assist the Gress people with the 
expense of building a new mission house.

A written application from Donald Maciver, of 1 Vatisker, for 
the post of Church Officer was accepted.

Rev. Malcolm Maciver, of Crossbost, acted as Interim 
Moderator becaue of the Rev. Mr Mackenzie’s illness.

September, 1939: Material to black-out church lights in the 
event of an air raid was purchased and fitted. This was done 
by Mr Alex John Macleod, of Outend Coll.

Gress meeting house was officially opened by the Rev. 
Alexander Macleod, later to become minister.

April, 1941: A collection was made at the church door 
to assist those who had experienced loss as a result of 
German raids on Clydebank.

BACK FREE CHURCH TWENTIETH CENTURY DIARY

Photo taken c. 1936 showing the top gable end window
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1945: A congregational meeting was held at North Tolsta 
and it was unanimously agreed to petition the Presbytery 
and General Assembly to raise the North Tolsta section of 
the Congregation to a sanctioned charge. The Kirk Session 
record states that in October of the same year the request 
of the Tolsta people was approved. 

1946: Rev. Mr Mackenzie informed a meeting of the 
Session February 8 that he intended to retire. In May of 
that year Rev. Mr Mackenzie died. A retirement presenta-
tion which had been made before his death was given to 
his widow.  Rev. William Campbell was appointed Interim 
Moderator. On December 19, the Rev. Alexander Macleod, 
of Govan, was elected to fill the vacancy.

1947: Early in the year, Rev. Mr Macleod accepted the 
call. Many people from all over the island attended the 
Induction. Monetary gifts were given to the Rev. Mr 
Macleod and wife by Alexander Maciver, Lay Agent, of 
Tong, and Angus Mackenzie, Elder, of Coll.

Norman Stewart, Elder, of Upper Coll, presented the Rev. 
Mr Campbell with a sum of money in appreciation of his 
services. Six hundredweights of potatoes and eight bushels 
of oats were planted in the glebe in the spring in preparation 
for the new minister. A telephone was installed in the manse 
by the end of the year.

Donald Maciver, of 1 Vatisker, who was also Church Officer, 
was appointed as precentor.

1948: A book was purchased and presented to every child 
attending the Sabbath School. Mr Kenneth Maclean, of 
5 Vatisker, retired as Clerk to the Deacons’ Court and as 
Congregational Treasurer. Mr Alex Matheson, Schoolmaster, 

was appointed Treasurer. The interior of the church was 
painted.

1949: The church and manse was wired by Messrs Grant & 
Macleod for the electricity supply.

1951: Angus Macdonald, of 6 Coll, was appointed Clerk to 
the Deacons’ Court.

1954: In April, Rev. Mr Macleod, minister of the congrega-
tion, celebrated his semi-jubilee in the ministry. Five months 
later, on September 24, he died in the Lewis Hospital. 
Rev. William Campbell, of Knock, was appointed Interim 
Moderator for the second time in a decade.

Photograph taken in October 1991 showing the completed 
extension to the Session House and the adjoining car park capable 
of taking up to 100 cars

Back row (left to right): George Matheson, Ewen Stewart, Peter MacLeod
Middle row: Calum Maclean, Kenneth Graham, William MacLeod, Angus MacKenzie, Roddy MacPherson, Peter John MacLeod, 
Headmaster, Mr. Malcolm Murray
Front row: Murdo MacLeod, Ishbel Thomson, Annie MacLeod, Peigi MacLeod, Lena MacKay, Annie MacKenzie, William Murray

Tong School 1950
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SGOIL A’ BHAC
New beginnings …
We welcome new pupils and staff at the beginning of this 
session. Pictured are the eager faces of our latest entrants 
in both the English and Gaelic-medium classes. This ses-
sion, we have a total intake of 18, with eight in the English 
class and ten in Gaelic. 

Joining us this session, are Primary teacher Trish Sinclair 
(former Headteacher in Aird School), who takes responsibil-
ity for classes E5/6 and Classroom Auxiliary Marina Macrae, 
who has transferred from Stornoway Primary.

Best wishes … to Piping Instructor, Iain Morrison, who 
retired at the end of last session. We wish him the very 
best of health and happiness in his retirement. Ashley 
Macdonald, from Grimsay in North Uist will provide the tui-
tion from August until December, when local piper and par-
ent, Anna Murray takes over.

We also send our very best wishes to Sara Anne Maclean, 
who finished her probationary year last June and has now 
taken up a new post in Carloway School. Best wishes also 
to Magnus Moncrieff, former Active Schools Co-ordinator, 
who has left the island for a post in the Borders.

Big Lottery … funding cycles 
Sgoil a’ Bhac will shortly take delivery of 14 new bicy-
cles, helmets and maintenance kits, thanks to a Big 
Lottery award of £1078. The cycles will enable the 
school pupils to enjoy healthy pursuits through lunch-
time clubs and outdoor learning and develop a greater 
understanding of road safety and cycle maintenance.   

Rich Tasks
S1/S2 pupils have a new menu of options, during their 
Thursday afternoon Rich Tasks slot, this term. These 
include: Cycling Club; Dance Workshops (a variety 
of pupil-led workshops and specialist input); Dynamic 
Youth Awards, led by Erica Clark, Young Librarians 
(pupils who run the school library, order books and 
offer story-time sessions to infant classes.

The end of an era 
This session, sadly, marks the end of Secondary pro-
vision in Sgoil a’ Bhac. In order to mark the occasion 
at the end of session, it is hoped that a committee of 
former pupils, members of the community and present/
former staff members will be convened to plan and 
organise an event (or events). Please contact the 
school (Tel: 820 230) if you would like to contribute or 
be involved.

The Press Gang
Future contributions to Loch a Tuath News, this ses-
sion, will be produced by The Press Gang, a group of 
S1/S2 enthusiasts, who will co-ordinate, write and pro-
duce the content. Our aim is to give them the oppor-
tunity to contribute to their school and community, by 
working together to deliver the termly newsletter to 
parents, the monthly updates in Loch a Tuath News 
and the plasma screen news-run which is ongoing in 
the school. 

Comunn Gàidhlig 
Lunnainn
Tha sinn toilichte 
leis cho math ‘s 
a rinn sgoilearan 
ann an co-fhar-
pais còmhraidh 
Comunn Gàidhlig 
Lunnainn. Fhuair 
Màiri Nicillinnein a’ 
chiad duais anns 
an àrd sgoil agus 
fhuair Leanne 
NicDhòmhnaill 
agus Catherine 
NicDhòmhnaill 
Merit.

Anns a’ bhun sgoil 
fhuair Eilidh Mhoireach, Finlay Emmott, John Alasdair Bain, 
Erin Nicleòid, Alison Nic a’ Ghobhainn, Ellie NicDhòmhnaill, 
Ross MacIomhair agus Kitty NicIomhair duaisean.

EP1

GP1
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Gaelic Society of London prize winners

P7s test their balancing skills on the P7 trip in June

Pre-school pupils enjoying transition PE with Active Schools in June
Mrs Trish Sinclair and Mrs Marina Macrae

Back School Primary 3/4 1976/77

Back row: Donald Alasdair Macdonald, Gress; Iain Graham, Vatisker; John Scott, Broadbay; George ‘Zeb’ Stewart, Coll; Martin 
Macdonald, Gress; Allan Macdonald, Upper Coll; John MacNeil, Back

Third row: Donalda Macleod, Coll; Avril Graham, Vatisker; Maureen Macritchie, Upper Coll; Ann Mackay, Gearraidh Ghuirm; Normena 
Morrison, Vatisker Park; Joey MacAulay, Vatisker Park; Catherine Joan Macleod, Coll

Second row: Iain Murdo MacAulay, Coll; Donna MacIver, Back; Ishbel Maclean, Back; Catherine Ann Stewart, Gearraidh Ghuirm; Mary 
Ann Graham, Gress; Kenneth MacIver, Upper Coll; Iain Murray, Back

Front row: Iain Murray, Gress; Murdo Maciver, Back; Calum A Macrae, Vatisker; Ronald Murray, Vatisker; William F Macleod, Coll; 
Teacher Mrs Montgomery.
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TONG SCHOOL
A Note From the Head Teacher
It is wonderful to be back once again in the school working 
with all the pupils, staff and parents.

A special thank you to the community for their many expres-
sions of kindness and good wishes which I received during 
my time of absence. It was very humbling and truly appreci-
ated.

Special tribute must be made to Miss Ina Ferguson, Mrs 
Malvene Macrae and all the staff who worked tirelessly 
throughout the year. Their efforts ensured that the school 
was efficiently managed and the children were effectively 
taught. It may have been a steep learning curve for them but 
they ably rose to the challenge.

This new term we have an increased roll within the school. 
The pupil numbers total seventy two in the school and twen-
ty four in the nursery which is a very healthy trend indeed. 

This increased school roll has allowed for a fourth member 
of staff to be allocated. We are very pleased to welcome 
Mrs Mandy Macleod to the school. Mandy will be teaching 
Primary 2 and 3. She previously taught in Laxdale School. 
We trust that Mandy will enjoy being with us in the school 
and community.

Mrs Mandy Macleod

Lewis and Harris Horticultural Show
Mr Macdonald, staff and some members of the gardening 
“Green Team” enjoyed attending the Horticultural Producers’ 
Fourth Annual Vegetable and Flower Show on Saturday 13th 
August in Martins Memorial Hall. 

The judges were clearly impressed by the exotic produce, 
including a pumpkin, melon and grapes, which had been 
carefully nurtured in the school polytunnels.

Tori proudly holding our award winning basket of fruit

First prizes were 
awarded for our basket 
of vegetables, basket 
of fruit, onions, lettuce, 
cucumbers, our out-
side floral arrangement 
and our arrangement 
of mixed annuals. We 
were also awarded four 
second and two third prizes for various produce.

Four trophies have been retained from last year and take 
pride of place in our display cabinet. We are currently await-
ing the result of the judging of the best school garden. 
Green fingers crossed!

Our delighted young gardeners clutching some of their many prizes

Krysta, Donna, Joanna, Tori and Elizabeth represented the 
school very well and were delighted to collect the silverware 
on behalf of Tong School. The judges commended them as 
gardeners of the future!

Warm Welcome to our New P4 Pupil
The school are delighted to welcome new pupil Drew 
Maynard to the school. On his second day in the P4/5 class 
Drew showed he was great at K’NEX!

Drew Maynard, new P4 pupil

New Entrants
We extend a warm welcome to our fourteen new entrants 
(pictured).
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Alasdair Brett Daniel James Macdonald

Freya Murray

Edith Macfarlane

Gregor Fraser Jamie Ferguson

Joel Ferguson Keith Bray Liam Murray

Mark Morrison Naomi Graham Rhia Mackay

Samuel Fraser Sarah Macpherson



18

BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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From the 
Archives...
A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

10 YEARS AGO

LATN cover September 2001 

The September 2001 issue had news of an environmental 
exhibition called ‘Eadar Muir is Mòinteach’, which was being 
held in Ionad Loch a Tuath. The exhibition contained photographs 
and information on the local environment. You could also access 
genealogical records, fishing records, emigration records and 
Comunn Eachdraidh information.

The War Memorial was nearing completion and the LATN carried 
an advert for sale of surplus stones. 

A reunion of former Nicolson Institute pupils from Back, Tong 
and Tolsta was held in Stornoway.

In the News in September 2001: September 11 – Almost 3,000 
are killed in the 9/11 attacks at the World Trade Center in New 
York City; the Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia; and in rural 

Shanksville, Pennsylvania after American Airlines Flight 11 and 
United Airlines Flight 175 crash into the World Trade Center’s 
Twin Towers, American Airlines Flight 77 crashes into the 
Pentagon, and United Airlines Flight 93 crashes into grassland in 
Shanksville. 

5 YEARS AGO

The September 2006 issue congratulated Rev Colin Macleod, 
formerly of 3 Upper Coll, on being inducted as minister of Leith 
Free Church on 4 August 2006. Rev Dr ID Campbell introduced 
him to the congregation on the Sabbath morning following the 
induction.

Rev Dr ID Campbell and Rev Colin Macleod

Former pupils from Tong to North Tolsta who attended the Class Reunion 2001 of Nicolson Institute pupils (1974-79).

Back row (Left to right): Margaret Love (Tolsta); Kenneth A Murray (Tong); Donald Matheson (Coll); John A Maclver (Tolsta); Chrisanne 
Stewart (Tong); Diane Maclver (Lighthill).

Middle row: Shona Macintosh (Coll); Chrisbell Smith (Tong); Maggie J MacDonald (Swedish houses); Carol MacMillan (Ford Terrace).

Front row: Margaret Smith (Tong); Derick D MacKay (Vatisker); Maggie J MacLeod (Tong); John MacInnes (Swedish Houses); Christine 
MacDonald (Upper Coll); Joan MacIver (Tolsta).
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Occasions Florist 
Tel No: 706616       

Tel No: 705656
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden 
Centre
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On Leave

The following naval ratings are at present on leave:- Malcolm 
Murray, 38 Upper Coll;  Alexander Cumming, 17 Upper Coll; 
Murdo Macleod, School Street, Vatisker; Kenneth Beaton, 51 
Back.

Harvest Work

A few people have commenced to cut their corn in this district.  
During the last two weeks weather conditions were unfavoura-
ble for harvest work. A large percentage of the male population 
are either with the forces or engaged in work of national impor-
tance which leaves them no time for the croft.  It is hoped, 
however, that a few days absence from work will be granted 
to them in order to get the harvest secured.  There is generally 
a good crop of oats, and it is anticipated that there will be no 
shortage of straw during the coming winter.

Constabulary Changes

His numerous friends at home and abroad will be glad to 
learn that Alexander M Maciver, the youngest son of Mr John 
Maciver (Iain Ruaridh), 24  Vatisker, Back, and the late Mrs 
Maciver, who has been Inspector of Police at Tain, is now 
stationed at Stornoway, with the rank of Superintendent.  Mr 
Maciver was a brilliant pupil at Back Public School and was 
on the Western Front in the last war at the age of sixteen. He 
was wounded in the Battle of the Somme while in charge of 
a Lewis gun and his only brother was killed in action shortly 
afterwards. After the war he received training in diamond cut-
ting at Fort William, and when the Duchess of Gloucester 
visited the works, he was chosen to accompany her round the 
works.  In 1921 he joined the Ross-shire Constabulary.  His 
superiors readily recognised his ability and he was within a 
short period promoted to the rank of Sergeant at headquarters 
and thereafter to Inspector at Tain.

Our Old Boys

The old school on the hill watches with interest the careers 
of its former pupils. We should like to congratulate Inspector 
Alexander Maciver on his promotion to the rank of 

Superintendent 
and his 
appointment 
to take charge 
of the Lewis 
Division of 
the Ross-shire 
Constabulary.  
The younger generation are also giving a good account of 
themselves and it was with pleasure we learned that two pupils 
from the Back School gained the highest marks in this year’s 
Macaulay Bursary competition.  Murdo Macleod, 12 Gress 
took first place in the competition while George Macdonald 
Stewart, 29 Coll, took second place. Both of these pupils how-
ever, gained County Bursaries and so weren’t eligible for the 
Macaulay Bursary.

Harvest

Good progress is being made with the harvest work in this dis-
trict, and by the time this appears in print, practically the whole 
crop of corn will have been cut. Credit is due to two octoge-
narians who have been very active with the scythe – Kenneth 
Maciver (Coinneach Mor), Vatisker and Coinneach Murray, 
7 Back.  A number of the girls have also done splendid work 
with the scythe.

Naval Ratings On Leave

Alexander Martin, 17 Vatisker; Hugh Maciver, 37 Vatisker; 
Alexander and Norman Campbell, 8 Vatisker; Andrew 
Sutherland, 58 Back.  The naval reservist who received the 
Long Service Medal (as mentioned in a previous issue) was 
Murdo Murray, 33 Gress.  His name was given incorrectly. 
There are also a goodly number on leave from the Merchant 
Navy:- Alexander Murray, 62 Back; John Angus Mackenzie, 
29 Back; John Macmillan, 35 Vatisker; John Murray, 43 
Vatisker; John Macleod, (Norman), Lighthill, Vatisker; Donald 
Macdonald and Murdo Macdonald, 32 Gress; Alexander 
Graham, 3 Back; John Macdonald, 17 Coll; who was married 
recently in Glasgow to a lady from Barvas; John Macleod, 44 
Back, from Canada.

 BACK 
IN 

TIME

SEPTEMBER 1941

Nan, Ettann, Chirsty Ann, Jonina
Macfarlane brothers, 9 Aird Tong and Alex Macleod (La) and 

John Macleod (Lurachan)
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If you have a recent prescription, bring it along to take advantage of our excellent offers. 

Telephone 0845 223 9224 for more information.

specsavers.co.uk

SPECSAVERSOPTICIANS
IS COMING TO THE 

ISLES OF HARRIS AND LEWIS

Monday 19 September 2011 – Harris Hotel, Tarbert
Tuesday 20 September to Friday 23 September 2011 – Cabarfeidh Hotel, Stornoway

Please telephone 0845 223 9224 for an appointment or for more details
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Well Done
Cameron MacDonald, 41 Springside, Aird, Tong, 15, 
received a number of awards recently. He received, from 
the 1731 (Isle of Lewis) Squadron Air Training Corps, Best 
Cadet trophy, Shooting trophy, gained his Leading Cadet 
status and was also promoted to Corporal. Cameron hopes 
to pursue a career in the RAF in the future.

Pictured also are Cameron MacDonald and Paddy Sinclair, 
aged 15 years from 7 Springside, Tong, being presented 
with their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Awards from Comhairle 
Convener Alex MacDonald.  They completed their awards 
through 2nd Stornoway Explorer Scout Unit where they have 
both been members for a number of years. 

Gerard A Blane BSc MChs
Podiatry

07969821404
Podiatry Treatments • By Appointment Only

Back Pharmacy
Next Clinics: Thursday 29th September,          

27th October,
24th November, 29th December.

For an Appointment please call
820333

All kinds of fencing
erected, including:

Stock fencing.

Wooden rail fencing.

Individually designed,
steel fabrication and
installation including:

Gates and fences.

Guard rails.

Braziers.

Any other metal
work requirement
for your home,
croft or business.

Local, affordable and
reliable - please call
for a free quote.

Kevin
Murray

01851 820789
07717 436375

Cameron MacDonald Paddy Sinclair, Alex Macdonald and Cameron Macdonald

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

Mr Colin J Murray is applying to the Crofters Commission for 
consent to assign the tenancy of the croft at 64 Coll to Mrs 
Laura Wilson of 10 Larch Grove, Silvertonhill, Hamilton. 

If you are a crofter, shareholder or owner of a croft in the 
township, or if the Commission consider that you have a direct 
interest in this application, you may submit comments on the 
proposal in writing or some other permanent form to the Crofters 
Commission, Great Glen House, Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 
8NW (e-mail info@crofterscommission.org. uk) by 30 September 
2011. 

Please note that any comments you provide are part of an 
open process and will be made available to interested parties. 
Your comments would also be released under a Freedom of 
Information enquiry. Frivolous, vexacious or unreasonable 
comments cannot be accepted.
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A Rare Encounter with a Family of Sparrowhawks
The sparrow hawk is a most secretive and elusive bird but 
it is easily distinguished, even in flight, once you become 
familiar with its shape and wing movement.  It is a bird 
which has always fascinated me since childhood.

I once witnessed, as a nine-year old, a sparrowhawk 
chasing a sparrow, which eventually escaped through 
the open door of our scullery (the old word for a kitchen), 
finding refuge under the kitchen range (stove).  I caught 
the sparrow which lay shaking in my hand for a long while 
before eventually flying away.

I was conscious during a recent walk out to the moor, of 
the marked absence of small birds and I was soon to know 
why. Three young sparrowhawks playfully swooped down, 
darting near to us several times.  Suddenly a small bird 
appeared and so the three gave chase.  It was not the 
normal fast chase of the adult bird, but their movements 
were more acrobatic - diving, swooping, and cutting off the 
small bird’s flight path, till eventually it dived into the cover 
of the young trees. I don’t think they could have killed the 
bird as I believe they were still being fed by the adult birds, 
and what’s more, their antics were more playful than preyful!  
But another unexpected surprise awaited me the next day.  
On hearing an unfamiliar twitter of a bird behind me, I saw 
an adult sparrow hawk following and travelling at my pace.  
This secretive bird came so close to me and was suddenly 
joined by another hawk.  Having never seen two hawks 
together before, I then realised they must be the parents of 
the three young ones, which were nowhere to be seen.  It 
is a common antic for a bird to behave this way when you 
come near to the nest of their young.  As one hawk was 
much larger than the other, it indicated that they were male 
and female.  For the female is nearly twice as heavy as the 
male and one third larger.  My guess was that the young 

ones would have been feeding on a recent kill.  These 
two eventually perched on the fence near me, so I did not 
venture any further, because what I encountered was a 
most unforgettable sight.  Though these birds catch most 
of their prey on the wing in a fast chase, it is known for the 
male to stalk birds on the ground.  

I once witnessed a sparrow hawk, no doubt a male, perched 
inside of the open door of my shed, where I had a number 
of bird feeders, obviously waiting for any unsuspecting bird 
to come to the nuts.  It is common for them to take a bird 
off the feeding table - that is why it’s good to have a roof 
on your bird table.  Its diet is all birds, from the wren to the 
dove.  The only bird it will not touch, similar in size and 
shape, is the cuckoo.  It is reckoned that the sparrow hawk 
is responsible for killing off half the small bird population, 
reminding us that nature is raw in tooth and claw.

Contributed

TONG COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPORT FOR 2010/2011

Excerpts from the Annual Report given by chairman Norman Morrison at the recent AGM of the Tong Community Council

1 COMMUNITY COUNCIL CHALLENGE FUND 
Application to this fund resulted in the sum of £1,944 being received. This was given to TRA. 

2 TONG-BLACKWATER FOOTPATH 
The footpath was completed in May 2010 – funded by money received from the Ward Priority Fund and the Community 
Regeneration Fund. 

3 BROADBAND
An application was made to Leader Innse Gall Broadband Challenge Fund for a grant to improve broadband in the Tong/Aird Tong 
area. A survey about the present quality of broadband was given to all houses in the area. The application was unsuccessful. 

4 BUS SHELTER 
Enquiries have been made into the possibility of erecting a bus shelter at the new Milkinghill Park Housing Scheme. 

5 COMMUNITY SKIP 
A request was received from the Grazings Committee for the removal of the skip from its present site. As no alternative location is 
available, it was agreed that there could no longer be a Community Skip in the Tong/Aird Tong area. 

6 COMMUNITY PHONEBOOK 
This is in the process of being updated by TRA. 

7 BALL PARK 
“Friends of Tong School” got approval for a council grant of £50,000 towards the ball park and must now match fund it. £15,000 
towards this project was approved by LAG through Tong Community Council. No decision has yet been received on a grant 
application made to Sports Scotland. 
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A Successful Season

Members of the Gress Angling Association please take 
note and hope for another season like the 1894 one! The 
numbers very probably include those legally caught. Can 
one assume that another 20% and more salmon can be 
added?

Gress river returns, 1894

Gress Angling Association

Gress Angling Association hope to have an Open Day 
for children (accompanied by an adult) on Saturday 
10 September at Gress River which will include the 
Competition for the Junior Champion.

Tong School, 1950
Back row (left to right): Ian Don MacDonald, James MacKenzie, Joseph MacDonald, Donald Stewart, Ivor Finlayson, John Graham, 
Calum MacKay, Ian Murdo Maclver

Front row: Donald John Thomson, Alice Maclver, Babell MacFarlane, Janet Finlayson, Dolina MacKay, Annie May MacLeod, Etta 
MacLeod, Murdo MacKay

Willie, Murdo, Donald, Iain - the Vatisker boys

Back row (left 
to right) Iain an 
Rudha, Mairi 
Lidy, Willina 
agus Seonag, 47 
Vatisker, Front 
Dolangie, 47 
Vatisker; Norman 
(an Olach), 
Poileagan
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BACK DREAMS CRUMBLE AT 
CALEDONIAN STADIUM
Avoch 5 Back 1
It was never going to be easy to write this report especially when 
the pain was clearly etched on the faces of the Back players as 
they walked, crest-fallen, off the pitch at the Caledonian Stadium, 
Inverness. A couple of hours before kick-off, this was to be the 
stadium of dreams for these boys, but as we all know this beautiful 
game of ours has a way of tripping you up when you least expect 
it, and no-one, but no-one, expected this.

It was the furthest thing from the minds of those fans who 
clambered on the buses at Ullapool, having left on the early 
morning ferry, full of expectation and hope that Back could once 
again bring the Highland Amateur Cup home to Lewis, and once 
we started down the Kessock Bridge the sight of the team warming 
up on the lush turf in front of the impressive stand only heightened 
the expectation.

Goathill was the other option for this final but how could the Back 
players be denied the chance to play on a pitch that only seven 
days ago saw Caley Thistle take on Glasgow Rangers? To play 
on the same pitch as Jelavic, MacGregor and Naismith would be 
inspiring, as would the facilities on offer to the players and fans, 
most of whom immediately rushed up to the plush Directors seats 
for the best view on offer.

The players make their way out onto the pitch

The game kicked off in a mixture of sunshine and fierce wind with 
Avoch, who won the toss, swapping ends to take full advantage 
of the conditions. Back started well and saw their dream continue 
when after only five minutes Martin Maclean picked up a loose 
pass and burst through the Avoch defence to fire a low shot under 
Neil Mackay to put Back into the lead. A great strike from a player 
who is gaining a huge reputation throughout the north of Scotland.

The fans were still celebrating when a punted clearance caused 
panic in the Back defence and allowed the dangerous Paul Brindle 
to nip through on goal, lob the out-rushing Tohan Macleod and 
calmly side-foot the ball into the empty net. A crushing blow to 
Back as they went from jubilation to despair in sixty seconds with 
their pain being shared by those fans in the stands.

Avoch tactics were simple. They had a plan and they were sticking 
to it. Get the ball up early to lone striker Brindle and use his pace. 
They stuck to it rigidly and it meant Back could not get a foothold in 
this match, as the midfield was being swamped and their normally 
flowing passing game was being stunted at every opportunity. 

At 1-1 they were always in the match but they didn’t seem able to 
create any clearcut chances. Derrick Macleod glanced a header 

past the post and Murdo ‘Gress’ Maclennan pulled a shot wide, 
but that was about it. At times it seemed that the big pitch that was 
supposed to be in Back’s favour, was going against them, as they 
all seemed to be too far apart from each other.

Up front Kevin ‘Bloxy’ Murray and Derrick Macleod were well 
marked and got no change from Pirie, Gair or the McCallisters. 
They made runs when required but were picked off easily by the 
Avoch defence, who were outstanding for the ninety minutes.

As half time came it was clear that something needed to change. 
Be it tactical or just a rollicking from manager Iain Maclennan, we 
needed to see the same Back that looked so terrifyingly good in 
the second half against Wick Groats and, more recently, against 
Aths in the league.

The change never came. The second half started much as the 
first, except Avoch had stepped up a gear and started to dominate 
the match. Brindle who would go on to be man of the match was 
starting to have a greater influence on the game, and along with 
Charlie Christie they began to stretch Back all over the place.

Avoch were still content to clear their lines and wait for the 
mistakes that seemed to be coming from Back. Ian Wilson sent 
Shaun Kerr clear on the right and he had Murdo ‘Gress’ beaten for 
pace. He swiftly moved into the box, cut inside David ‘Ox’ Macleod 
and squared to Christie who made no mistake from six yards. It 
was a simple goal that highlighted Back’s defensive lapses and 
unfortunately there was more to come.

Within minutes Paul Gair intercepted a clearance on the half way 
line and played an inside pass to Brindle who spun DJ Macdonald 
all too easily before haring in on goal and placing the ball neatly 
inside Tohan’s left post. The warnings about Brindle were there 
before the game kicked off, and he was now running riot. The roof 
was falling in and Back seemed powerless to stop it.

Brindle jinked in from the right and set up Kerr but thankfully DJ 
Macdonald blocked his shot before Martin Maclean cleared. Back 
were still trying but every move ended in a mistake, which Avoch 
always looked to punish. Ross Hall and DJ Macdonald combined 
well but the final pass from Euan Macleod was poor and Avoch 
broke upfield. Brindle collected the pass but was up-ended by both 
Jason and David Macleod, but as Back complained to the referee 
Taylor took the quick free kick and set Kerr through on goal. Tohan 
came off his line but it was to no avail and the ball was slotted 
home for Avoch’s fourth goal.

It was all over bar the shouting and when Gary Urquhart headed 
in a fifth just before full time it was a cruel ending for a team that 
has done so well to reach the final of this competition, scoring an 
average of nearly five goals per game on the way. Even in the 
league Back have averaged four goals per game and have an 
excellent defensive record which makes understanding this result 
all the more difficult.

Avoch were by far the better team on the day, with everyone 
playing their part and then there was Brindle who was in inspired 
form. No wonder Clach are keen to sign him. Avoch captain Martin 
Mccallister lifted the trophy from sponsors Macleod IFA for the third 
time in five years.

A disappointing day for Back, but they now have to put this result 
to one side, as they enter the final stretch for league and cup 
honours.

As we go to press they are top of the league and in the hunt 
for two cups. The bad result in Inverness cannot be allowed to 
overshadow their feat in reaching the final, including three away 
wins against mainland teams.

They have had a good year under the management of Iain 
Maclennan, Gress. We hope to report next month that they have 
put this disappointment behind them, and have some silverware for 
us all to see in the display cabinet in the Upper Coll Centre.

Peter O’ Donnell

(Photos on back page)
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Now is the month to take stock as to how the garden pro-
duce is doing.  Sadly, the weather during May and June was 
extremely cold and wet. Nevertheless the potato crop has 
done well for most people.  Both my earlies and my lates 
never flowered this year, which is most unusual, yet the 
potato itself is quite good.

Growth generally has had a slow start, but hopefully, by the 
middle of September, we shall have a good yield from our 
garden produce.  The leeks got off to a poor start, though 
sound healthy plants were planted.  They struggled due to 
the cold, hardly moving for the first four weeks.  Now that 
they are firmly established, having spread their roots and 
are being fed with a liquidised chicken pellet, plus the rot-
ted manure laid in the trench in which they were planted, 
they are beginning to thicken.  Last year many of them went 
to seed and I noticed some onions also bolting this year.  I 
firmly believe this is caused in the early stages of the plant 
life, due to the cold wet soil into which they were introduced.

Carrot and swede are doing well and are out of danger from 
the root fly, as they are under a fine mesh net.  One thing 
the weather does not seem to have affected is the flow-
ers.  Some gardens have a show of colour, which proves 
how soon plants can adapt themselves to weather condi-
tions, apart from very strong winds.  Now is the time to take 

cuttings for 
hedging from 
the young 
shoots, 
especially 
the escal-
lonia which 
proves to be 
one of the 
best hedges 
for shelter in 
our area.

The semi-hardy fuschias are really blossoming in the pots, 
with a mass of flowers, though not many bumble-bees are 
around to take advantage of this. It is sad to see so few of 
these lovely native species which once were so numerous 
on our machairs and crofts.  Even the wasps seem to have 
disappeared, along with our visiting coloured butterflies.

Last but not least, I was delighted to hear encouraging com-
ments about the Tong School’s excellent exhibits at the 
Vegetable, Fruit and Flower Show.

From the Poileagan

   Anns a’   Anns a’
 ghàrradh... ghàrradh...TAKING STOCK

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off 
slip and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or 
cash for £28.16 to Mrs I. MacLean, 42b Coll, Isle 
of Lewis, HS2 0LR.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £28.16
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

RECIPES
Rhubarb and Orange/Apricot Jam

Ingredients
4lb trimmed rhubarb
6lbs sugar
1lb oranges or apricots (dried or fresh)
2 pints water

Microwave chopped oranges or apricots in water for 15 mins. Liquidise and add to pan with rhubarb and 
sugar. Leave for 24 hrs, stirring occasionally. Cook 30 mins (approx), test for setting and put into jars.
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MAC AN T-SRÒNAICH AIR A’ BHAC 
(mar a chaidh innse le Aonghas Maciomhair nach 
maireann, am Bac)

Bhiodh Mac an t-Srònaich a’ tighinn gu taigh air a’ Bhac 
far am biodh e a’ faighinn biadh air fhàgail dha. Be’n 
taigh, taigh cailleach Mhic Aonghais Bhàin. Bhiodh a’ 
chailleach a’ fàgail buntàta agus sgadan dha. Ach bha 
sgeul air chùl seo, bha na daoine a’ cantainn. Cha robh 
air a bhith aig a’ chaillich ach aon mhac. Dh’fhalbh am 
balach-sa air Latha na Dròbh a Steòrnabhagh a reic 
gamhainn ‘s cha do thill e chaoidh tuilleadh. Thog e leis 
a Chanada leis an airgead a fhuair e air a’ ghamhainn. 
Nuair a chual a’ chailleach gu robh duine a’ falbh nam 
mòintichean ‘s e a’ dèanamh rud sam bith gus am 
faigheadh e biadh smaoinich ise gur e am balach aice 
a bh’ann. 

Uilleam Alex, Murchadh Uisdein Bhig agus Iain Staoig

Mearag agus Calum Sgaoisidh

Bean Alex Ruaraidh, Alasdair (mac Niall Alex Ruaraidh), Dolag 
Dhomhnaill Ruaidh

John Macleod (Iain Phlugaidh), 32 Back; Margaret Macleod 
(Barlag), 39 Back; Domhnall a’ Bhola, 32 Back
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Material for 
publication in the OCTOBER issue of Loch a Tuath News 

must be in before Wednesday 21 September 2011

Cab, Alex John Moley, Kenny Fiadh, a’ Phiseag

The dugout

The team was well-supported by local fans

Captain Ross Hall introducing the team

Highland Amateur Cup Final: Both teams line up

Left and above left: 
The Lewis Highland 
Games took place 
at Tong on Saturday 
16th July.


