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We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the 
community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their 
free time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ 
of the district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 

If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal 
Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £2.42 to cover cost 
and postage. 

FÀILTE
Welcome to the October edition of Loch 
a Tuath News. This month we have a 
number of articles and updates from 
groups in the community. We have an 
interesting article by Iain Graham who 
lives in the USA, giving an insight into 
what life is like in that country and how 
it compares to life in the UK. We also 
have the concluding part of the Back 
Free Church Twentieth Century Diary. We 
congratulate Back Football Club on their 
outstanding achievements this season. 
Having already reached the Highland 
Amateur Cup Final, they then secured the 
Lewis and Harris league championship 
trophy and won the Coop and Moldova 
Cups. We wish them continued success 
next season. This edition also has a 
photo of the many members of the Back 
Primary Football Development Club, 
some of whom will possibly graduate to 
the senior team in future years. We also 
wish success to all local participants in 
the Royal National Mod in Stornoway this 
month. Còisir Sgìr’ a’ Bhac warmed up 
for the Mod by successfully taking part 
in the Mull Mod and we have news of 
that. And as our front cover shows, some 
Sgoil a’ Bhac pupils have been involved 
in publicising the Mod. We have an arti-
cle from Murdo Graham, who recently 
took part in a rally for the first time in 
many years, and we also have news 

from the Gress Angling Association, the 
Brevig Harbour Users Group, Back War 
Memorial Committee and Tong Toddlers. 
We have photos from the opening of the 
golf driving range, and we have news of 
the developing Back Hair Studio busi-
ness. A 1977 class photo is also sure to 
bring back some memories.

As well as all of that, we have our usual 
regular features too, such as From 
the Manse, Back in Time, From the 
Archives, Duilleag na Gàidhlig and Anns 
a’ Ghàrradh.  Many thanks to those of 
you who have contributed to this month’s 
issue. Please keep the contributions com-
ing!

Cover photo: Pupils from Sgoil a’ Bhac 
were involved in publicity for the Royal 
National Mod in Stonoway. Pictured 
on Gress beach are (left to right) Mairi 
Maclennan, Catherine Macdonald, 
Gavin Marnoch, Leanne Macdonald 
and Ann Marie Macdonald.
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More Birthdays

A happy birthday greeting is sent to Mr 
William Alex Macdonald who in mid-
September reached his 80th birthday. 
We wish him many more ‘co-latha 
breiths’ at Bellshill Cottage and a safe 
return from Austria where his wife 
Peggy, his daughter Ishbel and William 
Alex himself are attending their son 
Alex Neil’s wedding. We wish Alex Neil 
(Nero) and his bride a happy future 
together.

A similar 80th birthday wish is sent to 
Mrs Dolina King of 24 Ford Terrace, 
Tong and formerly of 8 Back. Her birth-
day was on Saturday 17th September 
and coincided with the Moldova 
lunch held in the Church Hall. Allan 
Maclachlan led those present in singing 
‘Happy Birthday Dollag Mairi’. Dollag 
is presently in hospital in Glasgow and 
we send her a good and speedy get 
well message.

Wedding

Married on 29th July 2011 by the 
Rev Colin Louis Macleod at Culross 
Abbey, Jemma, daughter of Graham 
and Kareen Morrison, 2 Lighthill, Back 
and Kevin MacVicar, son of Rachel 
MacVicar, 2 Dunmore Crescent, 
Leverburgh. The reception followed at 
Forrester Park Resort, Dunfermline. 
The couple have now settled in 
Jemma’s late grandparent’s house in 
Maraig, Harris. We wish Kevin and 
Jemma our belated congratulations and 
best wishes for the future as they settle 
in Harris.

Kevin MacVicar and Jemma Morrison

Home from Hospital

It’s good to see Catriona and Roddy 
Wilson at home again at 4 New Street. 
Catriona had been in hospital on the 

AS NA 
BAILTEAN

BACK / VATISKER
Sympathy

The sympathy of the villages of 
Back and Gress is sent to Mr Calum 
Macmillan, who we recently welcomed 
to his new home at 40 Back. Calum’s 
sister Annie, who lived in Kirkcaldy, 
died unexpectedly recently. The 
Macmillans’ grandparents, on their 
mother’s side, were Munros from 14 
Gress. Those who still remain of the 
first settlers there remember that family 
with affection.

We remember Calum at this sad time 
and sympathise with him that his sister 
did not live to visit his new house. His 
other sister is also remembered as well 
as other relatives living in the district.

Happy 90th Birthday

A Happy Ninetith Birthday wish is sent 
to Mr Donald Macdonald, 29 Back, on 
reaching, while still in remarkably good 
health, the age of 90 years. Born in 
New Shawbost, Donald is now the old-
est of a small group of pensioners in 
the village of Back. In spite of his age 
he is still a very active person with a 
clear memory which allows him to have 
an interest in a wide variety of sub-
jects. In recent years he has regularly 
contributed to ‘Back in the Day’ and 
‘Fuaran’, the Siarach version of LATN. 
One of his well-researched writings 
was ‘The Six Hills of Home’, a family 
history with glimpses into local life and 
past times in Shawbost. His other inter-
ests include gardening, cooking and 
the church which he regularly attends. 

During WWII he served in the RAF 
and served in the Far East – stationed 
particularly in Sri Lanka. After the war 
he completed his studies and began 
a successful career in teaching. He 
became a Headteacher in various 
schools on the mainland before return-
ing to Lewis to take up a similar post in 
Stornoway Primary. Donald was also 
a fine footballer, playing for the School 
team on his return to his island post. 
The writer has been informed that he 
is now the last surviving member of the 
West Side team that won the Eilean an 
Fhraoich Cup in September 1938. 

Shortly after relocating to mid Back 
his very devoted wife, Mary, passed 
away. His two married daughters and 
their respective families are very mind-
ful of their father. One daughter lives 
in Glasgow and the other one lives in 
Seattle. Donald visits both and prom-
ises to do so again in his 91st year.

mainland, and the light in the house 
was missed by all their friends and 
neighbours.

On Holiday

Over for their Summer break from 
Kinloch, to 7 New Street, were 
Christine, Dollan, Christine’s mother 
Jamesina, and the family. A welcome 
visit to the Poileagan.

Captain Colin now a Major

Padre Colin Macleod

Readers of LATN will be pleased to 
hear Captain Colin Macleod, whose 
mother Annibel lives at Aros, Lighthill 
Road, has been promoted to the rank 
of Major (Chaplain Forces). He is pres-
ently serving with the 23 Engineer 
Regiment – Air Assault – stationed at 
Woodbridge, Suffolk. The regiment 
to which he is attached returned from 
Afghanistan in March of this year and 
are undergoing a recovery training 
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period. We congratulate Rev Colin and 
we wish him and Eileen and family a 
trouble-free settlement in their new 
surroundings. In a note from him he 
writes with a touch of his father’s (Rev 
Murdo Alex) humour - ‘Anyone passing 
through please call to say hello.’

More Good News at Aros

Catherine and Brian James France 
(Catherine is the daughter of Annibel 
and the late Rev Murdo Alex Macleod), 
now living at Gearraidh Ghuirm, 
became the parents of a baby girl, Erin 
Isabel, a sister for Daniel Alexander. 
This means that Nana Annibel will have 
an additional lullaby to sing. The other 
Nana and Papa, Robert and Murdina 
France, will help out when necessary.

Baby Congratulations

Sophia Maclachlan

Sophia Maclachlan was born at 
Western Isles Hospital at 8.26am on 
Sunday 12 June weighing 7lbs 9oz.  
She is the daughter of Alasdair Iain and 
Cheryl Maclachlan.  Alasdair Iain and 
Cheryl would very much like to thank 
everybody for the kind and generous 
gifts given to them on the occasion of 
their marriage and the birth of Sophia.

Maisie and Eleanor

Pictured are Maisie and new baby 
sister Eleanor, who was born on 4th 
August to Heather and Charles in 
Toronto, Canada.  Ishbal Maciver, 
resident in Dun Berisay, and formerly 
of 6 New Street, is a proud Great 
Grandmother again. Chrissie Bell and 
Peter are looking forward to their holi-
day to meet the new arrival.  

Inducted to Gairloch

His many friends at Back and else-
where send warm good wishes to Rev 
Alasdair Macleod, formerly of 17 Back, 
as he continues his ministry in Gairloch. 
We wish Alasdair much success and 
much fruit for his labour in preaching 
the Good News.

Welcome

David and Anne Corbet have recently 
moved to No. 35 Back and a warm wel-
come is sent to them by all residents in 
the area. We wish them a very pleasant 
and long stay in this friendly part of the 
community. We feel assured that the 
neighbours will make them feel very 
much at home. Get them to explain 
‘Ceud Mìle Fàilte don Dùthaich’!

We also welcome to 1 New Park Dave 
and Annie who have moved up to Lewis 
from the South. We believe that they 
have a rural/farming background. We 
wish them well as they settle in their 
new home.

Well Done Martin!

Martin Maclean of 58 Lighthill has been 
an outstanding member of the Back 
Football team that has won the Lewis 
and Harris league this season. Martin 
has played a significant part in the 
team’s success this year. A quote from 
the West Highland Free Press is worth 
a mention: ‘In Martin Maclean they 
have the best player in the island at the 
moment and it will be a major surprise 
if he does not collect the Player of the 
Year award’.

Rev Kenneth M on the Mend

We at Back, like many other Niseachs, 
are pleased that Rev Kenneth M 
Ferguson, Free Church minister at 
Ness, is making good progress as he 
recuperates at his home at 22 Back. 
Best wishes and we feel sure you will 
benefit from your native surroundings 
and fresh air.

COLL
Bereavement 

Our Sympathy goes to Jessie Mackay 
(banntrach Aonghas Caoidh), 60 Coll, 
and family on the death in North Tolsta 
of her sister in law Nora. Sadly death 
is no stranger to Jessie and her fam-
ily this past year as this is the third 
sister in law she has lost. Catriona and 
Donald Stewart, 26 Coll, are also in our 
thoughts as she was Catriona’s aunt by 
marriage. Our sympathy also goes to 
the rest of the family, neighbours and 
friends.

In Hospital

Best wishes go to Angusina Beaton 
(nighean Choinneach Sheumais), 37 
Coll, who at the time of writing was 
in the Western Isles Hospital. We do 
hope it won’t be long until you are back 
home. 

New Baby

Congratulations to Gavin and Anna 
Macleod, 42c Coll, on the birth of 
their baby boy Kristian John.  He was 
born at the Western Isles Hospital on 
Sunday 18th April 2011, a little brother 
for Moray and a second grandson for 
Ishbel and Iain (mac Iain Daraidh), 
Eitshal, 42a Coll and a second great 
grandson for Mary Ann Macleod, 42a 
Coll. 

Royal National Mod 

We would like to wish all our competi-
tors young and old all the best as they 
prepare to compete at the National Mod 
in Stornoway.

Congratulations

Lewis Mackay

Congratulations to Lewis Mackay, son 
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of Angus and Catherine (Swordale), 
and grandson on Willie and Ishbel, 42 
Coll, who was presented with trophies 
for Excellence in Art and Character and 
Conduct at the Aird School prizegiving 
before its closure in June. Lewis is now 
a pupil at The Nicolson Institute. 

GRESS
Congratulations

We send congratulations to Don and 
Dana Murray, No. 6, on the birth of 
their daughter Maisie Joanna on the 
6th September in the Western Isles 
Hospital, a first grandchild for Donald 
and Catherine Rose, No. 13 and a third 
grandchild for Donald and Marjorie 
Mackenzie, Achmore. 

Maisie Joanna Murray 

Congratulations also to Laura

MacLennan on passing her driving test 
the day before she left to start her stud-
ies in Glasgow.

Best Wishes

Best wishes go to Roger Seddon and 
Pauline Morrison who are still having 
treatment and to Angus MacDonald 
(Pedro) who is going away for further 
treatment. We hope you all continue to 
improve.

Condolences

Roderick H. MacLeod (Rodishan), 
Oliver’s Brae, passed away on 17th 
August aged 76 years. He was a 
Chartered Accountant in the town. 
He leaves behind his wife Joey (from 
Gress), his two sons, daughter-in-law 
and grandchild. We send them all our 
sympathy.

School Entrant

Apologies to Morgan MacLeod, No. 
41, who also started Back school this 
August with Neeve. We hope she has 
settled in well and is enjoying her les-
sons.

Welcome

Welcome to Jenny and Naomi, daugh-
ter and grand-daughter of John and 
Alison Wright, No. 30, who have come 
to stay here whilst Jenny does her 
Nurse Training. We hope they settle 
and enjoy being in the village.

Well Done

Well done to Jordan MacDonald, No. 
40, on his great catch during the Gress 
Open Angling Competition for the 
Junior Champion. Jordan caught a 6lb 
salmon. Excellent, I am sure there will 
be plenty of fathers wishing it was on 
their line!

Jordan Macdonald with his salmon 

TONG
Home from Hospital

We are so glad to hear that John 
MacPhail, 21a Aird Tong, is at his own 
home now having spent a long time in 
hospital. We hope that he is continuing 
to get stronger every day. We assure 
both himself and Mary and the family of 
our good wishes at this time.

Mrs Mary Campbell, 9 Aird Tong, is 
recovering at home after being in hos-
pital. We remember her at this time. We 
remember her family in their concern 
for their mother. We also remember her 
brother Norman, sister Babell and John 
(Mashie) Macleod.

Congratulations

Baby Layyah Purwaiz was born at 

Wishaw Hospital on 8th August to 
Taher and Helen; a very welcome 
addition to the family and in particular 
for her three brothers, and a sec-
ond granddaughter for Alex and Kitty 
MacCuish, 6 Morrison Square Tong.

Layyah Purwaiz 

Birthday Congratulations 

Birthday congratulations to Mrs. Dolina 
King who has just celebrated her 80th 
birthday. We wish her many happy 
returns and want to remind her that we 
are thinking about her at this time.

Graduation

Congratulations to Alana O’ Brien, 
who graduated from the University 
of the Highlands and Islands with a 
BA in Business and Management. 
Alana is the daughter of Murdo and 
Bellann O’ Brien and the granddaugh-
ter of Norman Macfarlane (Tormod 
Ian Howdy, Heathercliff) and a great 
granddaughter of Murdo Macdonald 
(Scloochy), 13 Aird Tong.

Alana O’ Brien

Tong Brownies

1st Tong Brownies has opened in Tong. 
The leader “brown Owl” is Chrisanne 
Macleod. Assistant Leader is Rachel 
Tearse. Anyone requiring any further 
information should contact Chrisanne 
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by email chrisannemacleod@yahoo.
co.uk or mobile No 07810316613.

Dog Show Success

Christine Morrison, Tong Road, is pic-
tured with her dog Seumas, a two year 
old miniature long-haired Dachshund 
who won 1st – Small Pedigree, 1st – 
Best Condition Small Dog and the Best 
in Show at the Dog Show on Saturday 
3 September.

Christine Morrison and Seumas

UPPER COLL
Welcome

A warm welcome to Aonghas Campbell, 
his wife Rachel, and family Ryan and 
baby Kara, who have recently settled 
into their new home at 40 Upper Coll. It 
is always a bonus to see young families 
coming to live in our communities and 
we hope that their stay will be a long 
and happy one. Aonghas (or Inny Red 
as he is better known in some quar-
ters), a successful electrical contractor 
who has built up his business from a 
very young age, has been a stalwart of 

the Back football team for a few sea-
sons.

We would also like to welcome his 
cousin Donnie who has built his new 
home on the same croft and recently 
moved in. They are both grandsons of 
the late Angus Matheson (Tybert) and 
his wife Margaret, from Parkend, and it 
is interesting to see how many of their 
descendants have settled in Coll and 
Upper Coll. It is good to have you here!

We also welcome David and Carol 
Macdonald and their young daughter 
Lilia Ann who have moved into their 
new house in Gearraidh Ghuirm, 
the last of the new houses behind 
Domhnall Chuimhnidh’s Garage to be 
occupied.

Another New House 

Upper Coll continues to be a popular 
place to set up home. Ivor Matheson, 
No. 17, is the latest to put down the 
foundation of a new house. In recent 
years Ivor has erected a large agri-
cultural steading and has a number of 
Highland cattle. He works offshore, like 
many other island men at present.

New Arrival

There is a new occupant in that street. 
Congratulations to Brian and Catherine 
France on the birth of a daughter Erin 
Isabel.

Grazings Committee

The grazings committee is constantly 
supporting the efforts of the active croft-
ers in the village. It would welcome 
suggestions as to other activities it 

could be involved in to enhance life in 
the village. The grazings clerk is Calum 
Maclean, No. 16.   

Congratulations

Congratulations to 8 year old Abby-
Jo Morrison, Oceanview, Upper Coll, 
who took part in the North of Scotland 
Welsh Pony Club trials in Mundole, 
Elgin on the 3rd, 4th of September. In 
her first ever mainland show class, with 
her horse Leah she took a first place 
for U10 (in hand) then went on to take 
overall champion (in hand) right up to 
U18 classes. She also got placed 3rd, 
two 4ths and 5th in her other classes 
which were all adult ones, an excellent 
achievement for someone so young. 
She went with three other girls from 
Lewis: Kathleen Conner, Tracy Murray 
and Emma Sinclair who all did really 
well too and had a great weekend and 
experience. Well done Abby-Jo.

Abby-Jo Morrison

Còisir Sgìr’ a’ Bhac

At the beginning of September, 
Còisir Sgìr’ a’ Bhac travelled to Mull 
to participate at their local Mod, in 
Tobermory. This was a good oppor-
tunity to perform the Prescribed and 
Own Choice songs that have been 
prepared for the National Mod in 
October. The choir won all the cho-
ral competitions, and the soloists 
also performed with equal success. 
Catriona Watt and Alison Macrae 
came first in their competitions. David 
Maclennan was 4th in the Traditional, 
and Diane Macleod came a close sec-
ond. This year the National Mod is in 
Stornoway and we wish everyone tak-
ing part the best of luck.

Coisir Sgir’ a’ Bhac
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Bruce S Graham graduated with a 
BA degree in Marketing from Trinity 

University, San Antonio, Texas. Bruce 
is the son of Stewart and Jacqueline 

Graham of Lake Bluff, Illinois and grand-
son of Murdo and Angusina Graham, 

Rosehill, Back, and Aberdeen.

Michelle Graham graduated from 
Aberdeen University with a BSc 

Honours degree on Zoology. Michelle 
is the daughter of Donald and Christine 
Graham, Bridge of Don, Aberdeen, and 
granddaughter of Murdo and Angusina 
Graham, Rosehill, Back, and Aberdeen.

BACK HAIR STUDIO

Carol Maclean started her hairdressing business in Back in 2006 initially in the shop where The White House is now situ-
ated.  As the business grew, Back Hair Studio moved next door to larger premises where you are always guaranteed to be 
pampered and receive a warm friendly welcome.

Carol was keen to offer a wide range of services to her customers and now within Back Hair Studio this has been realised 
with a barber and beautician now available.

Diane Murray offers a barber service within Back Hair Studio, where she is available on a Wednesday afternoon and 
evening and Saturdays. Diane is also available on Fridays to pamper all the women’s needs.  

Angela Maciver offers a wide range of beauty treatments using the Australian body Care range. Angela is available on a 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday in addition to evenings and home visits.

Whether it’s to treat yourself or a gift for someone else pop in to see Carol, Diane and Angela – It’s all going on at Back 
Hair Studio.

It is good to see a vibrant community developing in our local area and we wish Carol, Diane and Angela every success for 
the future. Anyone wishing to make an appointment can do so by calling 01851 820 281.

Back Hair Studio 
staff Carol Maclean, 
Diane Murray, Seona 
Scott and Angela 
Maciver

Monthly Family Service

Tong Mission House
Every 3rd Sunday @ 12 Noon.

(With Crèche facilities)

***************

Next Family Service:

Sunday 16 October 2011

Preacher - Thomas Davis

Everyone Welcome

Back Free Church of Scotland: A 
charity registered in Scotland no 
SCO38164
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FROM THE 
MANSE
The Supremacy of Jesus Christ

The Bible speaks of Jesus Christ as ‘preeminent.’  He is 
‘before all things, and in him all things hold together’ (Col 1: 
17-18).  He is the incomparable Christ who reigns supreme 
and has the first place in everything.  At a time of com-
munion we focus primarily on Jesus, his sufferings and his 
death.  He is the focal point of the sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper.  The symbolic significance of bread and wine points 
to Jesus, highlighting his broken body and shed blood on 
Calvary’s cross.  It is all about Jesus.  The spotlight is firmly 
on him ‘the head of the body, the church…that in every-
thing he might be preeminent’ (Col 1:18).   Every Christian’s 
objective is to worship him, acknowledging his supremacy, 
without distraction.  Nothing is to come between us and 
exalting him.     

Leonardo da Vinci was an exemplary painter.  One of his 
masterpieces was ‘The Last Supper.’  It has been referred 
to as the most perfect composition in the history of painting 
in all ages.  It was painted on a convent wall.  The famous 
artist put all his talent and energy into it.  Even the cup 
Jesus used stood out.  It was the perfect chalice.  An ornate 
golden vessel richly set with outstanding jewels.  When 
Leonardo da Vinci completed the painting he admitted a few 
friends to view it.  ‘What a wonderful cup!’ they exclaimed in 
unison.  ‘How it sparkles!’ they said.  ‘Such a cup was never 
painted before’ they claimed.

Leonardo da Vinci stood back from his painting for a 
moment.  In silence he shook his head in dismay.  He was 
greatly disturbed and disappointed.  He immediately reached 
for his paintbrush and splashed some dark colour over the 
glittering chalice making it look like an ordinary everyday 
cup.  His friends were astonished at his actions.  However, 
the great artist informed them that the glory of Jesus Christ 
and not the beauty of the cup must be the central object of 
his great work.  In all things, he implied, Jesus Christ must 
be preeminent.  For Leonardo da Vinci, the painting was pri-
marily about Jesus.  The chalice was secondary.

Leonardo da Vinci’s cup, although a symbol of the shed 
blood of Jesus, became a significant distraction.  Its beauty 
became the focal point and not Jesus.  Perhaps we should 
ask ourselves whether we need to take our eyes off anything 
that might be distracting us from focusing primarily on Jesus, 
the author and the perfecter of our faith.  We would all do 
well to adopt the steadfast testimony of Paul who ‘decided to 
know nothing…except Jesus Christ and him crucified’ (1 Cor 
2:2).  Does Jesus have the supremacy in your life today?  
Does he have the first place in everything in your life?

Calum I Macleod

Back
Sunday 2 October
11.30am: Rev Donald A Macdonald (Gaelic-Church)
11.30am: Rev Gordon Martin (English-Church Hall)
6.30pm:  Rev Gordon Martin

Sunday 9 October
10.30am: Rev Calum I Macleod
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 16 October
10.30am: Mr Alex Macritchie
12 Noon: TBC (Gaelic)
6pm:  Dr Marten Walker

Sunday 23 October
10.30am: Rev Calum I Macleod
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 30 October
10.30am: Rev Calum I Macleod
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 2 October 
6.30pm:   Rev Donald A Macdonald (Gaelic)

Sunday 9 October
6pm:  Mr Neil Murray (Gaelic)

Sunday 16 October
12 Noon: Mr Thomas Davis (Family Service)

Sunday 23 October
6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

SERVICE TIMES
A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services in 
Back and Tong during October 2011 are as follows:
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Living in the 
USA by Iain 
Graham
In 1998 I arrived in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania with a 
temporary three month working VISA and thirteen years later 
I’m still here and wondering where all the time went.

Although originally I was born in Glasgow, for the majority 
of my childhood I lived in Coll (mac John agus Peigi a’ 
Pheter), attended Back School and then went onto the 
Nicolson before completing my education at the University of 
Glasgow, eventually graduating in 1995. Soon afterwards I 
started work as a software designer for a small IT company 
based in Glasgow. After only six months I was transferred to 
their London office in which I worked for almost three years. 
Shortly after completing a project in Amsterdam I returned to 
London to find there was an opening for a short temporary 
relocation to the company’s US office which was based just 
outside of Philadelphia in the United States. I immediately 
jumped at the opportunity.  

I had never been to the US before so I was very excited to 
experience something new and see if it would match some 
of my preconceived ideas, most of which had been formed 
by what I had either read about or seen on TV since I had 
never even been on holiday to the US.

First Impressions
On arrival, my first impression of the US was that of a land 
of immense space. I was very used to living in cities as I 
had spent the last seven years studying and living in both 
Glasgow then London in which space was at a premium and 
you felt like you were always living on top of everyone. The 
apartment that was to be my home for the next three months 
was at least double, maybe triple, the size of my small flat in 
London.

Sharon and I on a vacation in Las Vegas visiting the Grand 
Canyon 

One of my first hurdles was to learn to drive on the ‘wrong’ 
side of the road using a steering wheel on the ‘wrong’ side 

of the car but after several near misses and only one ‘fender 
bender’ I eventually got the hang of it. Luckily I did get the 
hang of this quickly as there is very limited public transport 
outside of the main cities and if you don’t drive then you 
don’t go anywhere since there are no pavements or, as they 
are known here, ‘sidewalks’. The wide roads, presumably to 
accommodate the massive cars and trucks, helped a great 
deal together with the friendly American driver who crashed 
into me during my first week in the US, who shortly after 
exchanging insurance details greeted me with a “Welcome 
to America and have a nice day”. The vast majority of my 
initial meetings with Americans absolutely confirmed that 
they are on the whole among some of the nicest people you 
could ever hope to meet. So nice in fact that I ended up 
marrying one in 2007 and we live in West Chester, a small 
town about the size of Stornoway, around 45 minutes west 
of Philadelphia.

Visiting the plantations in Charleston, South Carolina 

On one of the first weekends after arriving in the U.S., 
I visited the town of Lancaster, PA which is an hour 
further west, where there thrives one of the largest Amish 
communities in the US. What little I knew of them was 
through books, TV and that Harrison Ford movie “Witness”. 
Although the US is one of the most technologically 
advanced countries in the world I was amazed to see the 
Amish continue to live as they have done every since 
their ancestors first arrived in America. They do not use 
any motorized vehicles and instead travel in horse drawn 
‘buggies’ and work the land by hand probably very similar to 
how my grandparents most likely worked the crofts on Lewis 
back in the day.

American Culture
One of the first things I noticed while getting to know the 
locals was the distinct lack of understanding of my ironic 
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British sense of humour (notice the correct spelling of 
humour; I’m not totally Americanised yet). Luckily while 
surfing the 10,000 cable channels on television of which at 
least 99% is utter rubbish I did stumble upon BBC America 
which satisfied my appetite for some good British culture. 
I have found that throughout my years living here I have 
definitely adopted some of the popular cultural aspects of 
the US in terms of American music, comedy and sports 
mainly. As anyone who knows me would confirm, I am a 
rabid football fanatic, so discovering there was no football to 
be found on TV, I almost decided there and then to go back 
to the airport and book a quick return trip to the UK. Luckily 
things have improved dramatically over the last 13 years 
and with ESPN and Fox World Sports airing almost 24 hour 
football coverage of most of the European leagues, I am 
well satisfied. I have also become a massive ice hockey fan 
and regularly attend the Philadelphia Flyers hockey games, 
of which there are many to choose from as they play an 82 
game season.

Luckily, one of the perks of my job was that almost 
immediately I was required to travel to various cities all over 
America. This gave me the perfect opportunity visit a wide 
variety of different cities and meet many people from all 
over the country. Again, I think I was somewhat naive when 
it came to my understanding, or lack thereof, of the amazing 
variety of people, places, cultures, accents within the US 
so it was always a new adventure whenever I travelled to a 
new city on work or on vacation.

Food
Another thing people may know about me is that, other 
than football, I like another thing beginning with the letter 
‘F’, food. America is not all Big Macs, hotdogs and fries, 
while I’ve enjoyed all those too. I was happy to find that for 
the majority of fast foods, which I tried when I first arrived, 
they even make things so convenient for you by taking your 
money and giving your food from the comfort of your driving 
seat or couch. Yes, drive thru’s are provided for everything 
such as food, banking, drugs (I mean going to the chemist 
of course), and even groceries can be done from a drive 
thru.

Since America is a land of immigrants from almost every 
corner of the planet, the variety of foods available is 
just as varied. Philadelphia is renowned for being of the 
premium locations for some of the best dining in the entire 
United States. Eateries, as they are sometimes known, are 
numerous and the portions are enormous. Compared to 
what I would be used to back in ‘Blighty’ you can get almost 
three times as much for almost half the price. They certainly 
don’t skimp but it seems like they expect you to only finish 
the half in the restaurant and take the rest home for later. 
Even to this day this is one habit that I have not managed to 
succumb to and you will never see me leaving with a ‘doggy 
bag’. Having twice as much to eat whenever I go out, 
compared to dining in the UK, also means I have to watch 
my twice as large waistline double the amount of time.

When I first reached the US it was February and my first 
weekend was spent skiing and snowboarding in the Pocono 
mountains which are about three hours north of Philly. 
Winters can be extremely harsh with ice, snow, freezing rain 
and everything in between. Alternatively, summers can be 
just as severe, regularly hitting the 90’s and even the 100’s 
at which point we all rush for home or the shopping malls 
with air conditioning. I do like the changing of the seasons 
you get in this part of America. We really do get all four 

seasons, unlike what I remember of the UK, with its single 
cold grey rainy season with the odd warm day now and 
again to keep you sane.

My time in the US certainly seems to have flown by, as 
much as time seems to fly as you get older. I worked out 
recently that my time spent in the US is the longest single 
period of time I have spent anywhere in one place, including 
my time in Lewis. I try to return when I can, and it’s great 
to get back to the ‘Rock’, but I always get regular updates 
from the folks as to what is going on back in Lewis. I have 
travelled all over America and seen some great scenery but 
I do find that there are few scenic views that can compare 
to the one I had every morning waking up and looking out of 
my window across Broad  Bay. Other things I miss, except 
of course for my family, are the peaceful quiet, the fresh sea 
air in summer and the smell of peat burning fires in winter.

Visiting San Francisco, California 

So it’s 2011 and although I’m still wondering where all the 
time went, I am really enjoying and embracing my new life 
in America with my wife Sharon. A couple of years ago, after 
originally applying in 2003, I have finally received my green 
card and continue to work as an IT consultant for a software 
company in Conshohocken (a Native American name that 
means ‘Pleasant Valley’).

In our spare time we love to travel and, even though we 
have visited Lewis briefly back in 2006, we do hope to come 
back soon as the two days we spent during our Scotland 
trip were not long enough.

See you soon…and as the Americans would say ‘Have a 
nice day’.

Iain Graham, formerly of 8b Coll
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The following snippets cover some 
events in Back Free Church through-
out the twentieth century. It first 
appeared in Chum Fios Bhi Aig An 
Al Ri Teachd, Back Free Church 
1891-1991 by Neil Murray. 

1955: Some renovations were carried 
out to the manse after Mrs Macleod 
and family moved to Glasgow.

1956: Rev. Murdo Macaulay, Govan, 
accepted the call from Back. The 
Induction took place in April. The cus-
tomary presentations to the minister 
and family were made by Norman 
Stewart, Elder, of 5 Upper Coll, and 
Angus Mackenzie, of 51 Coll.

1959: Mr Calum Maclean, of 4 Upper 
Coll, was appointed Congregational 
Treasurer. A building with toilet facili-
ties was built opposite the main church 
door.

1960: At the spring communions the 
practice of having two tables was discontinued. Because of 
this the service on the Sabbath morning on this occasion 
was shorter.

1961: Rev. John M. Macleod, Evangelist, preached an 
English service on the Sabbath evening of the autumn com-
munions, and an exceptionally large number were present. 
Chairs had to be placed in the two passages downstairs and 
the seats upstairs were all full.

1962: Roderick Macleod, of 19 Vatisker, became Clerk to 
the Deacons’ Court.

1963: Donald Maciver retired as Church Officer after hav-
ing served twenty-six years in that capacity. George Mackay 
took over these duties.

1966: Plans for the new manse were approved. 
Congregational consent was given at a special meeting. 
Macrae & Macleod (Builders) undertook the brickwork con-
tract. The joinery work and interior finishing was done by 
Murdo Morrison, Tolsta.

1967: The new manse was occupied in the early summer.

1968: In a census taken of everyone in the congregation 
over eighteen years of age, the number of persons was 
1,061. On Monday of the spring communions snow fell all 
afternoon with the result that very few managed to attend 
the evening service.

1970: Colin Gray took over the duties of Congregational 
Treasurer.

1972: The entire inside of the church was painted by 
Hebridean Decorators, Stornoway. The total cost was 
£1,379. At the spring communions seventeen people went 
forward to sit at the Lord’s Table for the first time. At the 
autumn communions there were eleven more and ten the 
following March — thirty-eight in a year.

1973: The old byre/barn was demolished and replaced by a 
garage/store at a cost of £2,320. Mr Robert Mackenzie was 
appointed Congregational Treasurer.

1976: A loudspeaker system was installed.

1978: At a cost of £11,000 the church was reslated by D. 
Macdonald, Point. All the interior wood was treated with 
Rentokil to prevent the spread of woodworm.

1979: The church passages and stairs were carpeted.

1980: New toilets were built. The access to the church via 
the gate off main road was altered.

1981: Mr James Mackenzie became Church Officer. Mr 
Ian Mackinnon, of Gress, was appointed Congregational 
Treasurer.

1983: New double glazed windows were installed by Astra 
Zeal at a cost of £19,000. The church was also rewired by 
N. D. Macleod, Stornoway, at a cost of £4,500.

1986: The east gable end and back of the church were 
roughcasted by John Murray (Builders).

1987: A new car park was provided. This provision was at 
the expense of losing the area of land next to the main road.

1988: The Kirk Session decided to provide an English serv-
ice every Sabbath morning for the benefit of the English 
speaking section of the congregation.

1991: After some consideration, the Deacons’ Court decided 
to extend the Session House rather than erect a separate 
building. The extension was completed in September, 1991. 
The old church door was replaced by a door made by Murdo 
Morrison, North Tolsta.

BACK FREE CHURCH TWENTIETH CENTURY DIARY

The new manse pictured next to the old - spring 1967
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STILL GAME AND FLYING 
SKYE HIGH!
A loaned car and a new Rally event on the Isle of Skye has 
seen a return to competitive forest rallying for the eldest of 
the Graham rallying family.

In September 2010 the inaugural Skeabost Rallysprint saw 
Murdo Graham pitting himself against the clock on a for-
est rallying event for the first time in 24 years* after being 
offered the use of a 4wd Ford Sierra by Dunvegan-based 
Sandy Morrison. In very wet conditions a tentative approach 
after such a long lay-off secured 13th O/A last year – the 
competitive instinct having to be balanced against the desire 
to bring the car to the finish - and return it to the owner - in 
one piece!

With the Skye Rally Club’s new 2011 date being just one 
week after Rally Hebrides, the clearing-up was in progress 
and the rally’s co-founder was already looking towards the 
next weekend of high octane Motorsport for the second time 
on the Isle of Skye. 

Murdo had again been offered the loan of the same Ford 
Sierra to compete - Sandy Morrison repeating the offer of 
the use of his car again when they met at the finish of the 
Snowman Rally in Inverness back in February. Only this 
time the car’s owner was also intending to compete – the 
car was to be double entered!

In dry dusty conditions Murdo went one better this year 
recording 12th O/A having been holding 11th at the lunch 
halt, but he was edged back one place by a meagre 8/10ths 
of a second during the afternoon by one of the Skye drivers. 

Last year’s runner-up Dougal Brown (Inverness) was back 
with his Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 4, and also went one better 
taking his first outright win on a National status event with 
some truly spectacular driving. 

A day or two before the event it looked as though two mem-
bers of the Graham family were to compete against each 
other but at the eleventh hour Murdo’s nephew Alasdair 
withdrew due to Insurance difficulties for his loaned Subaru 
Impreza. 

In the other car loaned to the Graham family, owner Sandy 
Morrison took the double-entered Sierra to an overall plac-
ing of 19th.

From the Back/Tong district, Lewis Car Club members 
Alistair Macleod, Donnie Ferguson, Jim Currie, John 
Campbell and Louis Don Maclennan travelled to the Misty 
Isle to assist the neighbouring Skye Rally Club with mar-
shalling duties on their second Rallysprint - adding to the 
officiating/marshalling support provided by members of 
Highland CC & 63CC (Elgin)

The Rally Hebrides Safety Car was also taken over to carry 
out Spectator Control duties.

The event had an increased entry, SkyesatTV & HHF 
Furniture & Flooring as main sponsors this year, and was 
again centred at Highland Motors in Borve. Drivers had six 
runs through a 1.9 mile stage in Skeabost Forest – a fast 
flowing stage with numerous crests, some of which are 
blind, and most drivers found the surface ‘very loose’ with 
one Skye driver commenting that “it was like driving over 
marbles”

For spectators the stage is quite unique in that from certain 
vantage points the cars can be seen from start to finish, and 
with good weather conditions (and no midges this year!) the 
large number of spectators were treated to a day of thrills 
and spills.

* Murdo Graham was forced to curtail his rallying in 1986 
following a major engine failure. His rallying history is docu-
mented under ‘Island Drivers’ in the forum section of the 
Lewis Car Club website.

Skye high!  Murdo Graham pilots his loaned Ford Sierra over one of the many crests in Skeabost Forest to secure 12th O/A on 
the second Skeabost Rallysprint.

[photo courtesy of William Duncan (www.thetartanlens.com)
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SGOIL A’ BHAC
Television Tales
Congratulations to the pupils whose Gaelic short stories 
have been chosen to feature in animated cartoons on BBC 
Alba. The pupils: Gavin Marnoch; Lewis Macleod; Andrew 
Smith; Catriona Bain; Koren Pickering; Cameron Maclellan 
and Ann Marie Macdonald participated in the ‘Sgeulaiche’ 
project last session and will provide the narration of their 
own stories on the animated cartoons for moja TV, run by 
local Kenneth Stewart. Thanks to the pupils’ creative efforts, 
the school has received a £70 cheque for School Funds.

Congratulations
To the Back Primary football team, which has qualified for 
the finals of the Cuach na Cloinne 2011 tournament in Fort 
William. Representing the school will be: Euan Anderson; 
Calum Maclennan; Seumas Macrae; Iain Alasdair Bain 
and Lewis Macleod. Run by CnaG, the five a-side competi-
tion will be held on Saturday 1 October and will involve 
teams from Back; Shawbost; Inverness; Dingwall; Portree; 
Broadford; Fort William Tollcross and Condorrat. Coach 
Willie Macdonald and parent Lena Maclennan will accom-
pany the boys.

Smart Starters
Sgoil Araich pupils have been enjoying the latest technol-
ogy, thanks to the provision of a Smart table, purchased 
through the Early Years department.

The table, which offers the same facilities as the Smart 
boards available in all Primary and Secondary classrooms, 
allows pupils to be interactive and to learn key concepts 
through a selection of games and fun activities.

All the Best 
To the Back School pupils who will be travelling to Skye 
shortly to compete in a Highland Dance competition. The 
pupils involved: Ruth Cunningham; Holly Thomson; Leah 
Mackay and Ailyn Mackay.

Green-fingers
Class EP7 has been busy in the polytunnel, with teacher 
Donna Murray, as they prepare for their Enterprise project.

Pupil Council, prepare to get busy by Andrew Smith
Back School’s new Pupil Council was elected on Thursday 
the 15th of September 2011. The results: Primary – Abby 
Morrison (EP7); John Alasdair Bain (GP5/6/7); James Mutch 
(EP5/6); Maia Pickering (G3/4); Cara Graham (EP3/4). 
Secondary: S1 – Catriona Bain and Christina Macdonald 
are the new S1 councillors and for S2, the councillors are 
Angus John Macdonald and Catherine Macdonald.

The Pupil Council takes ideas from pupils to Mrs 
Macdonald, the Head teacher. It has been very success-
ful over the years and has introduced bacon rolls as a hot 
snack at break times once a week (though the pupils want-
ed them every day!)

In 2011, the Pupil Council is aiming higher with plans for a 
football or pool table and other ideas on the horizon. 2011 
is hopefully going to be another successful year for the 

Council.

Healthy Working 
Lives!
Shaping up Zumba 
style! by Clair 
Matheson 2B

Dance teacher 
Kirstie Anderson 
will hold a zumba 
fitness workshop 
from 1:30pm until 
2:30 on the 13th of 
October 2011 for 
pupils and staff at 
Back School. It’ll be 
the perfect way to 
end the term – with 
staff and pupils working out together!

Zumba fitness is a dance class that helps you loosen up 
and get groovy. Zumba is a Latin style of dance and is an 
excellent way to help you keep fit and have a healthy life 
style. The zumba fitness class is open to everyone at any 
age in Back School and we hope you can come along and 
enjoy it!

Back Football Development Times
Come along, get fit and enjoy the football!

Monday P1-2 4-5pm
Tuesday P3-4 3:30-5pm
Wednesday P5-7 3:30-5pm
Thursday S1-S2 3:30-5pm
Saturday P7-S2 10:30am-11:30am

Tel.820 230
Email backschool@gnes.net

Thoughts on Leaving by Katie Carmichael S1B

Miss Nicholson
Mrs Nicholson is upset about leaving as she has had a very 
good time here. Her main subject is Science but in the past 
she has taught Maths, PSE and Gaelic and she is also the 
Deputy Head. She first started working here in Sgoil a’ Bhac 
in 2000 so when she leaves she will have been working 
here for 12 years. She liked the Christmas concerts, going 
away on trips with S2’s and the pupils!

Miss Nicholson will probably go to the Nicolson after the 
closure of the secondary department. She will miss the staff 
and being in charge of her own lab most and she is look-
ing forward to teaching older pupils in the Nicolson. “I have 
many memories here in Back,” commented Miss Nicholson.

Miss Macleod
She has worked here for three years and currently teaches 
Maths, R.M.E and Geography and enjoys it very much! She 
likes teaching all her subjects and will miss the school. Miss 
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Macleod will probably go to the Nicolson. She is looking for-
ward to going to a new and different place.

“I have enjoyed my time here in Back very much,” said Miss 
Macleod.

Tuning up in Back School by Lisa O’Donnell S2
Many pupils in Back School are receiving music tuition from 
primary 5 – S2 through the Y.M.I (Youth Music Initiative).

Money by the government is given to schools to ensure that 
every child by the end of primary will have the chance to 

learn a musical instrument. Pupils can choose one musical 
instrument free of charge.

Mr. G Woods is teaching brass to twenty-nine enthusiastic 
pupils. Mr. Woods also teaches the flute to three pupils. Mr. 
Johnson is the string tutor to twelve pupils and Miss Ashley 
MacDonald teaches chanter to five pupils.

Parents, pupils and staff will be able to hear the results of 
their tuition at concerts and the end of session prize-giving 
ceremony.

Back Parent Council
We were pleased to donate lots of new books to the 
school library with money we raised selling cakes and 
asking pupils to donate money to dress as their favour-
ite book character. The children in the photo (P2-S2) 
were delighted to see lots of new books for their library 
shelves.

Back parent Council AGM – Wednesday 5th October 
7pm – Back School

Pupils with library books.JPG

Cuach na Cloinne Finalists

DHT Mrs Nicholson

Green-fingered EP7 class

News brought to you by... the Press Gang

The Back team was runner-up in 
the recent Mod cup football com-

petition

Pre-school pupils enjoying the Smart table

Secondary pupils 
testing the new 
bikes!

Pupil-led dance sessions
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TONG SCHOOL
Success at Mod Football Competition
Tong School entered three teams in the MOD schools’ 
football competitions which were held on Saturday 10th 
September and all players were a credit to the school on the 
day. The Tong Strikers (Tori Mackinnon, Krysta Bray, Cailean 
Macdonald, Adam Mackinnon and Harry Bray) won through 
to overall success in the P1-4 competition. They were 
delighted to present the school with the winning trophy when 
they returned to school on Monday morning. Well done to all 
the children who took part and thoroughly enjoyed their day.

Beach Visit
Pupils in Primary Six and Seven thoroughly enjoyed their 
visit to Coll Beach last week with two marine biologists, 
Catherine Ross and Nina Hakanpaa.  A variety of activi-
ties were undertaken, which included observing a variety 
of sea creatures, a ‘scavenger’ hunt and some role play on 
the sand.  Due to inclement weather conditions, P4/5 were 
unable to experience their session on the beach, but the 
ladies managed to capture their imagination by bringing the 
beach to the classroom and playground! Enjoyable “hands 
on” experiences were had by all.  P4/5 followed up this visit 
by producing a lovely book entitled “Seatastic Visit.”  P6/7 
will be producing a beach visit wall display.  A big thank you 
to Catherine and Nina for their superb input.

Scottish Parliament Outreach Education Visit
Mairead McKechnie, Education Officer, visited the school 
and held two interesting and informative sessions with 
Primary 4/5 and Primary 6/7.  The children were given an 
insight into the structure and workings within the Scottish 
Parliament.  This was then followed by a group activity in 
which the children formed their own “parties” in order to pro-
duce a manifesto which was then delivered to the opposing 
parties.  Returning Officer, Mrs Macrae, declared that the 
“Sporty Party” achieved overall success in both rooms! 

Tori Mackinnon, P4, commented on the session and said: “It 
was very helpful in helping you to learn about voting.”  Her 
classmate, Benjamin Macdonald, P5, added: “It was a very 
educational visit.”  Ross Beaton, P7, stated: “I thought Mrs 
McKechnie was really good at explaining things and she 
was very informative.  She answered every question we 
asked.”  

Lucy Macdonald, P7, summed up her learning experience: 
“It was very good and I really enjoyed voting on the ballot 
papers. I also enjoyed making animal welfare rules.  Even 
though our group didn’t win the election, I am really glad Mrs 
McKechnie came to Tong School.”

Presentation from Stornoway Wind Farm
This week Tong School received a beautiful framed montage 
depicting photographic shots from an outdoor shoot taken 
in June of this year at the Callanish Stones.  The P6 chil-
dren involved were: Jamie Mackinnon, Aaron Macleod, Ben 
Macmillan, Shana Macphail, Bethany Mackinnon and Sian 
Ferguson (previous winners of a Wind Farm Art competi-
tion).  As a token of appreciation for the school’s ongoing 
involvement with Stornoway Wind Farm, the Project Director, 
Ron Peddie, who was on the island, made a special visit to 
present the picture to our delighted models!

Well Done, Mrs 
Graham!
Primary One send 
a big “Well done” 
to their Classroom 
Assistant, Mrs Graham, 
who recently gradu-
ated from Lews Castle 
College with an HNC degree in Early Education and Child 
Care.  All Mrs Graham’s hard work and hours of studying 
certainly paid off.

P6-7 on Coll Beach

Wind Farm presentation

Frin showed us lots of different types of sea weed
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Mrs Graham

Nina showing the P4’s a Lobster!

Mrs McKechnie with our Party Leaders!

Mod football winners

Tong Toddlers 
Tong Toddlers have had a busy summer. The children 
enjoyed a family barbecue, a fun day, and a visit to 
Anne Macphail’s farm, where they groomed horses, 
fed the ducks and cuddled some baby chicks! The 
group also held a fundraising ‘Open Day’ and raised 
£356.15 for Crossroads Lewis.  Tong Toddlers meets 
every Monday in Tong Community Centre from 1.30 
to 3.30pm, with toys and activities suitable for children 
from babies to pre-school age.  All welcome to come 
along.
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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From the 
Archives...
A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

Back Primary 6-7 1977

Back row (left to right): Alison Seonaidh a’ Bhrùnaich, Maureen Chalum Sgaoisidh, Margaret Mary Niall Sheumais, Anne Murd a’ Ghrogily, Catriona 
Duncan, Kennag John Angie Bhruce, Sheila Mackenzie
Second row: Neil Shaw, Iain Tonkan, Robbie Dawson, Calum Seonaidh na Loch, Alasdair Graham, Iain Jack, John Scott, Teacher Mrs A Macleod
Third row: Dòmhnall a’ Phrem, Eilidh Mackenzie, Lilian Stoggy, Anne Aonghais Imag, Mairi a’ Phrem, Donalda Rodo, Alan Mhurchaidh Alan Phudair
Front: Iain Iain na Crabhaig, DA Alasdair Dholaidh, Donald John Thormoid Shiaboist

10 YEARS AGO

LATN cover October 2001

The October 2001 LATN reported on a successful Brevig Regatta, 
which had taken place on 31 August, having been postponed on 
11 August due to bad weather.

In the News in October 2001: The Provisional IRA commences 
disarmament after peace talks encouraged by US President Bill 
Clinton.

Microsoft releases Windows XP.

The United States invades Afghanistan.

5 YEARS AGO

Manor Dairies winners 2006

The October 2006 issue congratulated Back boys and girls who 
had won the Manor Dairies 7-a-side football trophy.

In the News in October 2006: North Korea claims to have 
conducted its first-ever nuclear test.

South Korean Ban Ki-moon is elected as the new Secretary-
General of the United Nations.
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Occasions Florist 
Tel No: 706616       

Tel No: 705656
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden 
Centre
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A CENTENARIAN

Relatives and friends at home and abroad will congratulate Mrs 
Isabella Macleod, 13 Vatisker, who has celebrated her 104th 
birthday this month.  She was born in the village of North 
Tolsta, in October, 1837.  Her husband died twenty-nine years 
ago.  There were five of a family, two sons and three daughters.  
Two daughters and a son survive.  There are fourteen grand-
children and ten great-grandchildren.  Mrs Macleod enjoys 
good health, possesses all her faculties, and is up every day.  
She has two brothers – John Macdonald, 1 North Tolsta, aged 
90 years; and Murdo Macdonald, aged 84 years, also residing 
in North Tolsta.

CROPS

The lifting of the potato crop in this district is now almost fin-
ished, although weather was unfavourable during last week.  
The yield does not come up to what was anticipated earlier in 
the year.  Some crofters attribute this to improper manuring 
of the crop, others are of the opinion that it is due to the high 
winds which prevailed in August.  It appears, however, that 
there will be sufficient for human consumption but an abundant 
crop would have been appreciated for the feeding of stock, in 
view of the scarcity of other feeding stuffs.  This year’s crop is 
much below last year’s on most of the crofts.

ACCIDENTALLY KILLED

News was received by Mr John Macleod, 42 Coll, last Sunday, 
that his son Angus, who had been serving in the Mercantile 
Marine, had been accidentally killed in a London dock.  This is 
the second fatality in the family this year.  Angus was the eld-
est of the family and was 23 years of age.  William, a younger 
brother, and a naval reservist, lost his life as a result of enemy 
action about six months ago.  The sympathy of the whole com-
munity is extended to the family in their double bereavement.

ON LEAVE

Those on leave 
from the serv-
ices include 
J. Mackenzie, 
M.A., The 
Manse; Donald 
Ferguson, School 
Road, Vatisker; Angus Macleod, 16 Upper Coll; Murdo 
Macleod, 1 Gress; Murdo Graham, 5 Gress; Hugh Stewart, 29 
Gress;  Kenneth Macaulay, 7 Gress;  Miss Jessie Ann Stewart 
(Civil Nursing Reserve) and Miss Catherine Stewart, 4 Vatisker 
(sisters) (London Auxiliary Ambulance Service).

BACK LAD ACCIDENTALLY KILLED

Seaman Alex Macleod, R. N. R., son of Mr and Mrs William 
Macleod, 20 Back, was killed in an accident recently at a 
Scottish port.  He had not quite attained the age of 21. An 
exceptionally handsome lad, he was known by his friends as 
Dempsey, in tribute to his splendid physique, and he will be 
remembered by many as a redoubtable figure on the football 
field, when he played left back for the Back XI.  A quiet and 
cheerful lad, Alex, was very popular and the attendance at the 
funeral to Gress Cemetery was so large, despite the absence of 
so many men from home, that there were only two “lifts” on 
the two mile stretch between the house and the graveside. Alex, 
had just finished his recruit’s training as a naval reservist when 
war broke out and he was posted to H.M.S Salopian, along 
with his brother Kenny.  The brothers were drafted to different 
ships, however, after the loss of the Salopian.  A third brother 
William, was rejected on medical grounds when he wished to 
join the Navy, but succeeded in joining the Army.  He went to 
France with the Camerons and was taken prisoner.  The father 
of these three lads served on H.M.S. Queen Elizabeth in the 
last war, from the time she was first commissioned until after 
the Armistice.

 BACK 
IN 

TIME

SEPTEMBER 1941

The family of Ruaraidh Portair, 27 Gress. Ruaraidh, Mor 
(parents), Cathie, Donnie and Iain. Photo taken in Calgary 

before they returned to Gress.

Cathie Ruaraidh Portair with her parents Rauraidh and 
Mor and aunty Gormelia in the front garden of their house 

at 27 Gress in October 1963
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Gerard A Blane BSc MChs
Podiatry

07969821404
Podiatry Treatments • By Appointment Only

Back Pharmacy

Next Clinics: Thursday 27th October,
24th November, 29th December.

For an Appointment please call
820333

All kinds of fencing
erected, including:

Stock fencing.

Wooden rail fencing.

Individually designed,
steel fabrication and
installation including:

Gates and fences.

Guard rails.

Braziers.

Any other metal
work requirement
for your home,
croft or business.

Local, affordable and
reliable - please call
for a free quote.

Kevin
Murray

01851 820789
07717 436375

THE WHITE HOUSE

@Gordon’s Filling Station, Back
01851 820288

GET CHRISTMAS WRAPPED UP EARLY!
Why not have a Harris Tweed gift made

especially for friends and family
or a personalised Christmas stocking!

Mon,Tue,Fri 12-5

Wed,Thur,Sat 10-5

Back Primary Football Development Club

Photo by John Maclean
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BREVIG HARBOUR USER GROUP 
It was a long time coming and when 
it was finally constructed, some of 
the older fishermen in the community 
opined sadly that the arrival of Brevig 
Harbour was perhaps fifty years too late.  

However, although adagan a’ Bhac 
are now but a distant memory, Brevig 
Harbour since its opening in  the mid-
nineties has witnessed continual usage 
by a number commercial fishing vessels 
and an ever- increasing number of pri-
vate leisure craft.

At the time of writing there are twenty 
two craft moored in the harbour; seven 
registered fishing vessels and fifteen lei-
sure craft of varying lengths.

The hard-standing around the harbour 
is also in regular use for dry storage of 
boats and for the storage of commercial 
fishing gear.  (Unfortunately this area of 
the harbour precincts appears to have 
degenerated into a dumping ground for 
derelict boats and other forms of rubbish 
that detracts from the attractiveness of what is otherwise an 
extremely useful local amenity).

The harbour is owned by Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, and 
as harbour authority the Comhairle is the primary enforcing 
authority in terms of the day-to-day running of the harbour 
with regard to usage, upkeep, and safety.

However, with around fifty local authority owned harbours, 
piers, and slipways throughout the Western Isles requiring 
supervision, and only limited staff available for these duties, 
the Comhairle consider it helpful to the Harbourmaster to 
have local, formally constituted, User Groups set up to 
monitor pier and harbour usage and report on any matters 
requiring local authority oversight.

Towards the end of last year the Comhairle Members for 
Loch a Tuath organised a meeting of interested parties 
which resulted in the Brevig Harbour User Group being 
formed as a formally constituted voluntary organisation.

Although the main objective of the Group is to assist the 
local authority to maintain the Pier and Harbour area at 
Brevig and ensure that high standards of upkeep, usage, 
and safety are maintained, there may be future opportuni-
ties for the User Group to source and obtain funding for 
improvements to current facilities.

For example:  
• the installation of a floating pontoon from the concrete 

steps to the slipway, which could be used as small 
boat moorings, which in turn would free up the current 
congestion in the main harbour area and allow better 
manoeuvring and berthing space for the larger boats

• the construction of on-shore storage ponds for live stor-
age of crabs and lobsters

• the construction of boat repair/storage buildings

• the construction of a secure hard-standing for winter 
storage of mainland based yachts

(Perhaps the Brevig Harbour User Group could get some 
useful tips from the Back Leisure and Recreation Club as to 
the secret of its success in persuading national funding bod-
ies to part with some of the much sought-after grant assist-
ance)!

Such ‘pipe dreams’ are perhaps for the future, but in the 
meantime there are the day-to-day issues to be dealt with.

Removal of rubbish even when placed in the skip is a sig-
nificant, and ever increasing overhead, and any efforts to 
reduce ‘landfill’ and eliminate fly-tipping of non-marine waste 
at Brevig would be appreciated by the Harbour Master, and 
might even free up some monies for minor improvements to 
the area.

As with all other Comhairle-owned pier and harbour facili-
ties, there are dues to be paid for berthing and dry storage 
of boats at Brevig, (applicable to derelict hulks as well as 
sea-worthy vessels).  The User Group has been asked by 
the Comhairle to assist with the identification of all boats 
berthed or dry-stored at Brevig.

If you are the owner of a boat berthed in the harbour or 
lying on the hard-standing, or if you can help with the owner 
identification of any discarded vessel, please get in touch 
with any of the Brevig Harbour User Group committee mem-
bers whose details are listed below.

Chairman Gordon Maclennan 01851 820 560 info@stornowayplastics.com
Vice-chairman Calum I Macdonald 01851 820 533 big.calum@virgin.net
Secretary Alex J Macleod 01851 820 500 ajmsurveyor@btinternet.com
Treasurer Iain M Macdonald 01851 820 751 bunter.dalriada@gmail.com

Brevig Harbour
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Anya’s Summer Holiday
Anya Losyk, granddaughter of Jock 
and Donalda Murray, 21 Gress, 
recently started secondary school in 
London and she wrote the following 
piece about visiting her grandparents 
in Gress.

My Summer Holiday
This summer holiday has been a really 
lovely one because I have been to 
Portugal and Scotland. But what I really 
enjoyed about it was I got see all my 
family and friends that I haven’t seen 
for ages. Even though they were both 
amazing Scotland was the most enjoy-
able holiday out of all of it because it 
was like every child’s dream!

Scotland...

Every year I normally go to Scotland 
with my mum, dad and my brother. 
However, this time my granny came down from Scotland 
and only my brother and I went with her for a week to go 
and see our friends and family. We go to a part of Scotland 
called the Isle of Lewis, it has beautiful scenery and lots and 
lots of freedom and it takes two planes to get there.

When we get to Scotland the first thing we do is run down 
the road from my granny’s and go and see my cousins and 
say a BIG hello! I love it up there because it is so different 
to London and it is always the surroundings I always love 
to be in. But while you’re up there you might as well do the 
things they have to offer!

One of my favourite things to do is to go with all my cousins 
down to the Go- Karting track and do a family race. It is 
really entertaining because all the boys get really competi-
tive and think they are the best and then go spinning off the 
track! (It is at least a dream for me!)

The days out are good but that does not mean the days in 
are not because there is so much to do like play football, 
play with other people in the village or just relax with family 

because it is always nice to play games. Most people might 
think it is boring but if they were there they would change 
their way of thinking because it is a good laugh! I have great 
fun.

But when it comes to an end it also makes me sad because 
I love it up in Scotland because it is really refined and 
tucked away and so quiet you can do anything you want. 
That is why I love the Isle of Lewis because I can get the 
bus, go to the beach by myself and stay up late.

The time has come... I have to go home. Tears filled my 
eyes because I knew I would not be coming back to such 
luxury for a year and that I wouldn’t see my friends for 
another year. Bye bye Scotland!

This summer holiday has been brilliant and I will never for-
get it. Next year I hope it will be as good as this and I hope 
I will feel the same away about it. I will always love Scotland 
and I will always want to go back. It’s a holiday that is differ-
ent in a good way!

Anya Losyk

Anya and her seanair

Back War Memorial

The AGM of the War Memorial will be held on or about the 25th October (date will be advertised in the Stornoway 
Gazette nearer the time) and the Trustees would like to encourage younger members of the community to attend and 
take an active interest in the upkeep of the memorial. They are very conscious of the fact that, with a few honourable 
exceptions, most of the them are past the age of promise, and that new, younger members are required to keep the 
project going and guarantee the maintenance of the memorial in the years to come.

The War Memorial is an ever present reminder of the sacrifices made by members of our community in years gone 
past to ensure that we can live in a free world, and as such deserves to be looked after and maintained to the best of 
our ability. Being a Trustee is not an onerous task by any means – it involves at the most two or three meetings a year, 
keeping the site clean and tidy, and the organising of the Armistice service – and the degree of satisfaction gained 
from involvement in the project far outweighs any disadvantage.

The present Trustees assure any new member of a very warm welcome, therefore please think about attending the 
AGM when the time comes. Your presence will be much appreciated.
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Far left:
European tour golf professional 
Craig Lee officially opened the 
golf driving range at Upper Coll 
on 1st September

Left:
Coaching youngsters

Gress Angling Association Open Day

Junior Day 2011
Gress Angling Association held their Open day and Junior Competition day on Saturday 10th September. Despite the 
uncertain weather forecast and other local activities which the village youngsters attended we actually ended up with 
around 50 children from Tolsta to Tong taking up fishing at some stage through the day.

The number of 5 to 10 year olds attending was heartening, and the fact that some mums and dads had to drag them off 
the river at the end of the day was testament as to how much they enjoyed the day – I don’t for a minute believe that it was 
Neil’s burgers that kept them there that long!

One thing you can’t guarantee with fishing is that anyone will actually catch some fish, and at times it was pretty dour 
on the Saltings with an Easterly wind blowing, which is not the best for fishing. Despite these conditions we actually had 
youngsters landing fish. We had 5 children landing sea trout up to 1lb, and numerous others with smaller brown trout. The 
largest sea trout was caught by Jordan Morrison, but unfortunately for him another Jordan, Jordan Macdonald from Gress, 
caught a 6lb salmon in one of the moor pools to become our junior champion for 2011. Well done to both lads, but espe-
cially to Jordan Macdonald as the first salmon is always something special.

Overall the day was considered a great success and one of the best we’ve had since the TRY Angling event over 5 years 
ago. It was great to see so many family groups out for the day and we can only hope that some of these children will con-
tinue fishing the Gress River.

Golf Driving Range
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The onion is considered to be our oldest vegetable.  It is 
most satisfying to grow a good crop of onions, as the home 
grown ones are far superior to the mild flavoured shop-
bought ones, which do not even bring a tear to your eye.  
There’s nothing like the watery eye when peeling a good 
home-grown onion!  Now let’s consider some of the com-
mon problems which can occur, whether in the ground or in 
storing.

The most common problem is the bull-neck or thick neck, 
which subsequently makes the onion difficult to dry out for 
storage but does not affect the taste.  The bull-neck is due 
to over-manuring, causing the growth to go to the neck 
rather than to the bulb.  Another problem I heard from a col-
league, which sadly has affected his crop, is called ‘shank-
ing’, when the inside of the onion turns slimy and smells.  
Whatever the cause, like finger and toe which affects the 
brassica, it is advisable not to grown onions on the same 
plot for a few years.  If the leaves of the onions turn white at 
the tip, thus stunting growth, it is also advisable not to grow 
onions on that plot for a number of years.  Another fault is 
when twin onions grow - this is when an onion splits and 
develops two separate bulbs side by side.

Another 
common 
problem in 
storage is 
neck-rot, 
when seem-
ingly per-
fectly healthy 
onions, sud-
denly turn 
black at the 
neck.  No 
doubt this is 
due to the 
conditions in which they have been drying and it is important 
that the onions are stored in a dry place, not too humid or 
damp.  If you’re prone to losing onions in this way, why not 
simply chop them up and freeze them?  It is recommended 
that you blanche them for a minute, but I have never done 
this and they freeze perfectly well without.

Finally, what is tastier than fried home-grown onion rings, 
dipped in milk and flour, which is not only mouth-watering, 
but worth the eye watering?

From the Poileagan

   Anns a’   Anns a’
 ghàrradh... ghàrradh...LIFTING AND DRYING ONIONS

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off 
slip and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or 
cash for £28.16 to Mrs I. MacLean, 42b Coll, Isle 
of Lewis, HS2 0LR.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £28.16
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

RECIPES 
Mussels Provençale

Ingredients
4 lbs fresh mussels
2tbsps vegetable oil
1 medium onion
1 small clove of garlic
1/4 pint medium dry white wine
1 stick celery
2 tsps chopped chervil
4 ripe tomatoes or 1 tin tomatoes (400g)

Method
Wash mussels well in a large bowl under cold running water, scrape off any 
barnacles/seaweed. Discard any that are already open. Rinse thoroughly to 
remove any traces of sand.
Blanch tomatoes in boiling water for 10 seconds. Remove carefully with drain-
ing spoon and peel, deseed and dice.
Heat oil in large heavy based saucepan, add chopped onion and fry gently till 
lightly browned. Add mussels, garlic celery and white wine. Season with salt 
and plenty of pepper. Cover and bring to the boil.
Cook for 3-5 minutes till mussels have opened (discard any that have not 
opened). Pour cooking juice into smaller pot, add tomatoes and chervil and 
boil till reduced by 1/3. 
Divide mussels between 4 bowls, check seasoning of sauce and pour over 
mussels. Serve immediately.
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Bidh Am Mòd Nàiseanta 
Rìoghail, prìomh fhèis na 
h-Alba a’ comharrachadh 
cànan is dualchas na 
Gàidhlig, am-bliadhna a’ 
siubhal gu na h-Eileanan 
an Iar airson an còigeamh 
uair ann an eachdraidh 
120 bliadhna, sia bliadhna 
às dèidh dha tadhal mu 
dheireadh air na h-eilean-
an ann an 2005. 

Tha an tachartas 
ochd-latha seo de 
cheòl, dannsa, dràma, 
ealain is litreachas na 
Gàidhlig, a bhios a’ ruith 
bho Dhihaoine 14 gu 
Disathairne 22 Dàmhair, 
an dùil na mìltean de 
luchd com-pàirt a thàladh 
a bhios a’ toirt a-steach 
làn choimhearsnachd 
nan Eilean - Leòdhas, 
Na Hearadh, Beinn na 
Faoghla, Barraigh is na 
h-Uibhistean. Fo stiùir a’ Chomuinn Ghàidhealaich, a’ bhu-
idheann as sine agus as measail a-measg nam buidhnean 
Gàidhlig air fad, is e fèis farpaiseach a tha anns a’ Mhòd 
Nàiseanta Rìoghail a bhios a’ tàladh fharpaisich bho choim-
hearsnachdan Gàidhlig air feadh na RA, Èirinn, Àstràlia, a’ 
Ghearmailt, Canada agus na SA agus thathas ga fhaicinn 
mar an tachartas as motha a tha air mìosachan na Gàidhlig. 

Thuirt Iain Moireasdan, Àrd-oifigear a’ Chomuinn 
Ghàidhealaich: “Tha sinn uamhasach toilichte a bhith toirt 
Am Mòd air ais gu na h-Eileanan an Iar am-bliadhna; sgìre 
le eachdraidh làidir ann a bhith a’ lìbhrigeadh deagh thach-
artas dha gach cuid luchd com-pàirt is luchd-amhairc. Tha 
a’ Chomataidh Eagrachaidh Ionadail air a bhith uamhasach 
trang gus dèanamh cinnteach gum bi tachartas na bliadhna 
air leth soirbheachail agus le raon farsaing de thachartasan 
air an iomall; chuirinn ìmpidh air a h-uile duine a thighinn 
a-mach gus faicinn na bhios a’ dol air adhart aig a’ Mhòd. 
Mu thràth tha sinn air àireamhan mòr de thagraidhean 
fhaighinn bho dhaoine de gach aois airson pàirt a ghabhail 
ann am farpaisean na bliadhna agus tha sinn air tagraid-
hean fhaighinn bho àiteachan cho fad às ri Canada, na 
United Arab Emirates, California agus Virginia. Aig a’ Mhòd 
Nàiseanta Rìoghail gheibh daoine raon farsaing de chothro-
man pàirt a ghabhail ann am farpaisean, a’ toirt a-steach 
chan e a-mhàin luchd-labhairt fileanta na Gàidhlig ach cui-
deachd feadhainn a tha air ùr thòiseachadh air a’ chànan 
ionnsachadh.

Air iomall a’ Mhòid, tha cothrom ann gach bliadhna dha 
Gàidheil agus Goill a bhith a’ cruinneachadh gus càir-
deas ùrachadh neo eòlas fhaighinn air caraidean ùra. 
Am-bliadhna tha tachartasan a’ toirt a-steach chèilidhean, 

oidhcheanan ciùil air àrd-ùrlar, dannsa an rathaid gach oid-
hche, taisbeanaidhean eachdraidheil, bùthan-obrach ciùil 
‘gabh an cothrom’, agus òraid cuimhneachaidh Aonghais 
Mhicleòid. 

Tòisichidh an Fhèis air Dihaoine 14 Dàmhair le cuirm-
fosglaidh tràth san oidhche agus às dèidh sin bìdh cèilidh 
traidiseanta ann gus blas a thoirt do luchd-tadhail air na tha 
romhpa fad na seachdain farpaiseach a tha air thoiseach.  
 

Bidh farpaisean dha-rìribh a’ tòiseachadh Diluain 17 
Dàmhair, a’ cur air bhog seachdain làn de chiùil, òrain, 
dannsa, dràma, spòrs agus litreachas na Gàidhlig. Thèid 
farpaisean na cloinne air adhart aig toiseach na seachdain 
agus bidh faisg air 1,700 leanabh bho air feadh na dùthcha 
an sàs annta. Cumar na cuairtean-ullachaidh airson Buinn 
Òr an t-Seann Nòs agus Buinn Òr a’ Chomuinn air Diciadain 
19 Dàmhair agus bidh na cuairte-
an deireannach ann Diardaoin 20 
Dàmhair. 

Thèid co-dhùnadh mu dhuaisean 
òir-mhiannach MhicShimidh is 
Thulaich Bhàrdainn agus Mhàiread 
NicDhonnchaidh air Dihaoine 
21 Dàmhair mus tèid a’ chuirm 
dheireannaich air adhart. Thig cùi-
sean gu crìch aig Mòd Nàiseanta 
Rìoghail 2011 air Disathairne 22 
Dàmhair nuair a chruinnicheas na 
Mòr-chòisirean le caismeachd ann 
an Ceàrnag Phearsabhail, le còm-
hlain pìoba ionadail aig an stiùir. 

108mh MÒD NÀISEANTA RÌOGHAIL A’ TILLEADH GU NA 
H-EILEANAN AN IAR
PRÒGRAM AIR AINMEACHADH AIRSON TACHARTAS 2011

Clann bho Sgoil a’ Bhac a’ toirt seachad fàilte shònraichte sa Ghàidhlig air Tràigh Ghriais agus 
na h-Eileanan an Iar a’ dèanamh deiseil airson toiseach a’ Mhòid Nàiseanta Rìoghail 2011.
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Material for 
publication in the NOVEMBER issue of Loch a Tuath News 

must be in before Wednesday 19 October 2011

BACK FC ARE LEAGUE CHAMPIONS

Many congratulations to Back FC, who followed up reaching the Highland Amateur Cup Final by winning the Lewis and 
Harris league championship for the first time since 2000. In a very successful season Back also won the Coop Cup 
and Moldova Cup.

Back FC after clinching the league title in Carloway

Back FC captain Ross Hall accepts the Moldova Cup

Coop Cup winners

DJ Macdonald, man of the match in the Coop Cup final

Manager Iain Maclennan and Peter o’ Donnell

Murray Macleod, Iain Maclennan, Murdo Maclennan and Kevin 
Murray, who had also been in the squad during Back’s last 

league win in 2000


