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Success
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Moderator Elect
Congratulations are extended to 
Rev Dr I. D Campbell, one of the co-
founders of the LATN, who has been 
named as the Moderator Elect of the 
General Assembly of the Free Church 
Assembly to meet May 2012 DV.  We 
send a sincere “meal an naidheachd” 
to our friend, former neighbour, and 
pastor at Lighthill Vatisker.   Rev Dr 
Campbell is currently pastor of Point 
Free Church.  We feel sure that when 
he takes his place in the Moderator’s 
chair he will discharge all duties with 
dignity, reverence, and fairness.  We 
are also sure that Anne will be a tower 
of strength before, during and after this 
very important year. 

Coll
Birthday Girl 
Many Happy returns to Isma Maclean, 
43 Coll (nighean Shonnie Reachan) 
as she celebrated the big 50 at the 
beginning of October. The writer well 
remembers when she was born as 
she was not allowed to see the new 
baby due to an epidemic of whoop-
ing cough on the go but sneaked in to 
Taigh Dhòmhnaill Callan, 13 Coll, only 
to find my mother sitting pretty by the 
fire. Oh dear the row started but I saw 
the baby girl then to be off school for a 
whole month with whooping cough.

In Hospital
Our best wishes for a speedy recovery 
go to Duncan Gordon who has been in 
the Western Isles Hospital after being 
in an accident aboard the ship. We do 
hope you will soon be home and back 
to work.

On Holiday
On holiday and up for the Mod were 
Morag Currie from Islay and Auntie 
Nan from Glasgow. They spent the 
week with Jim and Alice, Emily and 
Colleen at Dunaomhaig, 42b Coll. 
Although the weather wasn’t kind 
they enjoyed the competitions. 
Unfortunately Morag ended up in the 
Western Isles Hospital when she took 
ill on Friday afternoon. We wish her a 
speedy recovery and a safe journey 
back to Islay. Congratulations to all 
those young and old who did so well 
at the mod. Keep up the good work for 
Dunoon next year.
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We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the 
community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their 
free time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ 
of the district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 

If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal 
maclean, 42b Coll, back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £2.42 to cover cost 
and postage. 

Fàilte
Welcome to the November 

edition of Loch a Tuath News. 
This month we have another 

eclectic mixture of articles and photos 
for you. We have a very informative 
article on the various pools that are to 
be found on Gress river. The Gress 
Angling Association has set up signs 
identifying each of the pools and giving 
their name in Gaelic and in english. 
The article describes why the pools are 
named as they are and contains many 
interesting anecdotes. The second 
part of the article is due to appear in 
next month’s issue. on the subject of 
Gress river we also have an account 
of a court case regarding poaching 
from 1939. Some of our readers no 
doubt remember the incident well. As 
Armistice Day is approaching we have 
a muster roll from June 1940 of those 
from the back and Tong area who by 
that point had served in the Second 
World War. We congratulate those who 
took part in the royal National mod in 
Stornoway last month, and we have 
photos and details of some of the local 
participants who were successful in 
various competitions. A very successful 
football season has now ended for 
back Football Club and we have 
been provided with a summary of the 
season. We wish the team continued 

success. We also have a number of 
photos, including one of back Sabbath 
School outing in 1975. Are you one 
of those in the picture? We also have 
a photo of the original group of Lynn 
maclean Dancers at a show in back 
School in the mid 80s. We have a wide 
range of other interesting historical 
photos too. Please get in touch with 
us if you have photos that would be of 
interest to our readers.

This issue also contains a nomination 
form for Loch a Tuath News Citizenship 
Award 2011. Previous recipients 
include Donald Taylor, the back Under 
18 Football team, Donald macdonald, 
Carolyn and Paul Hudson, Catriona 
macleod, Catherine Wilson and Nan 
Stewart of Càirdeas and Gordon 
maclennan. If you feel someone is 
worthy of receiving this award then be 
sure to cast your vote.

As well as all of that, we also have our 
usual regular features too, such as 
From the manse, back in Time, From 
the Archives, Duilleag na Gàidhlig, a 
recipe and Anns a’ Ghàrradh.  many 
thanks to those of you who have 
contributed to this month’s issue.

Cover photo: Alison Macinnes, 
winner of the Silver Pendant for 
Girls Solo Singing 130-15 at the 
Royal National Mod in Stornoway. 
Photograph courtesy of West 
Highland Free Press/Willie Urquhart

As NA 
BAilteAN

BaCk / Vatisker
Bereavements
It was with great sadness that the 
death of Colin Campbell of 8 Vatisker 
was received by the community on 
Monday morning, 10th October. The 
large number present at the church 
services prior to his funeral was ample 
evidence that many desired to express 
their sympathy to his grieving family at 
this time.  In the mysterious providence 
of God Colin, in his 32 years, was 
handicapped and his frail body was 
never able to experience much of what 
other children and young people could.  
Consequently he was, from early infan-
cy, fully dependent on his caring and 
devoted family.  The considerable self-
sacrifice and constant nursing care of 
his mother Jessie was the admiration 
of not only many in the community but 
elsewhere. To all the family, parents, 
brother and sister, much sympathy is 
extended.  

Mrs Maggie Bell Macleod’s many 
friends in her adopted village of Back 
together with those of her native 
homeland Uig were saddened when it 
was learned that she had passed away 
in Ospadal nan Eilean on Thursday 
13th October. Although she was unwell 
for several years her last illness, espe-
cially its closing stages, were rapid, 
painful and distressing. Nevertheless 
her strength of purpose, patience and 
faith were clearly shown and admired, 
especially her resolve in recovering 
from a previously debilitating stroke.  
In the last years of her life she showed 
much evidence of having sought and 
having found the “pearl of great price.” 
In life and in illness Bell, as she was 
affectionately known, was a gentle, 
humble and sincere person who will be 
remembered with affection. 

Her husband Angus - Iga - prede-
ceased her by little more than a 
year.  When they married they set up 
home in Glasgow but when the Arnish 
fabrication yard began employing 
workers the Macleod family of three 
sons and a daughter came home to 
live on the outskirts of Stornoway.  
From there they relocated to their 
newly built home at 44 Back.  We 
extended sympathy to her family, her 
sister and relatives and commit them 
all to “Him who healeth and whose 
hands make whole.” 

Condolences
John Carmichael and his wife Jan, 
72a Coll, received very sad news at 
the end of September that his nephew 
Ruairidh, his brother’s son, had passed 
away aged 10. Although he had been 
in indifferent health after an accident 
as a small child the end was very 
sudden. His parents are also in our 
thoughts at this sad time.  

Gress
Best Wishes
We are pleased to hear that Christine 
Angus, Aberdeen, (Tohan) is back 
home after her surgery. We send our 
best wishes for a speedy and complete 
recovery.

We also send our best wishes to 
Angus MacDonald (Pedro) who is in 
Raigmore Hospital and hope he will be 
home soon.

Cancer Research Collection
Thank you to everyone who gave so 
generously. £147.21 was collected 
from New Street and from Kevin’s 
house to the bridge in Back. £324.25 
was collected in Gress. Many thanks 
to you all.

tonG
Condolences
The sincere condolences of the com-
munity are extended to Cathie and 
Alex John Mackay following the death 
of Cathie’s sister in Aberdeen.

In Hospital
We were all very sorry to hear that 
Mrs Mary Flora Campbell was back 
in hospital. We hope that she is 
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improving and will soon be back home 
at Springside, Aird Tong, being looked 
after by her daughter Christine and the 
rest of the family.

Home From Hospital
We are pleased to hear that Mrs Iris 
Munro is back home at 34 Aird Tong 
having spent some time in hospital. We 
assure her that we are thinking about 
her and wish her well.

Mrs Dolina King, 24 Ford Terrace, is 
now out of hospital. We send her our 
best wishes and hope that she contin-
ues to improve.

New House
While it is good to welcome new-
comers to the village, it is especially 
good to welcome back a girl who was 
brought up in the village. Claire and 
Mark MacRitchie and their daughter 
Leah have moved into their new house 
on the site of the family home at 5a 
Aird Tong. Claire is the daughter of 
Jean and Ted Morrison.

Upper Coll
Sad Passing 
It is with regret we record the pass-
ing of Mrs Isbhel MacIver, Iseabail 
Chulupain, of Broad Bay View, formerly 
of Nos 11 and 6 Upper Coll. Though 
she and her late husband Iain, Iain a 
Yep, lived in Broad Bay View since the 
1950s they cut peats in Col Uarach, as 
long as they were able. We remember 
Ishbel’s speedy walk back and fore, 
and Iain, latterly on his small motor-
bike. It was a trek they thought little of 
at the time. Ishbel had been in ill health 
for some time. We remember her family 
and her two sisters Alexina and Katag 
at this sad time.

Welcome 
It was good to see Rev John Graham, 
Seonaidh Dhòmhnaill Sgurd, and 
his wife Katie back on the island for 
the first time in 11 years. They live in 
Sydney, Australia. It was good that 
they were able to make the trip as 
Seonaidh had been unwell. It seems a 
long time ago since he drove Laraidh a’ 
Pheel with the writer and other village 
boys desperate for him to give them a 

‘spin’ with him in the lorry.

We also hope Hector Macdonald, 
Eachainn Mhurchaidh a Stal, enjoyed 
his short spell at home from his home 
in Australia.

Silver Wedding
Congratulations to Iain and Margaret Anne Nicolson of 6B 
Aird Tong whose Silver Wedding Anniversary is on 14th 
November. They were married on the 14th November 1986 
in the High Church, Stornoway, by the Rev R Morrison. 
Margaret Anne is the daughter of Katie Anne and the late 
Neil Macdonald, 28 Ford Terrrace. Iain is the son of the late 
Peggy M Nicolson and the late D.R. Nicolson, 7 Seaview 
Terrace, Stornoway.

Wedding
On the 6th August at Dunnottar Castle, Stonehaven, Shona 
Maciver and Michael Guy were married by Rev David Mark 
Rodgers, Chaplain of the A.R.I. Shona is the youngest 
daughter of Chrissie and the late Donnie Maciver, Tong 
Road and Newvalley. Michael comes from Kingswells, 
Aberdeen. 

Remembrance Day 
Service

at
Back War Memorial

Sunday 13th November
10.45am

All Welcome
Tea and coffee will be 
served in church hall 

afterwards

For the first time in 43 years bruce Stewart has visited 
relations of his late wife mor Phian (late of 32 Gress) in 
Gress and back. Their family of three girls visited last year 
along with their husbands. In the photo at the back with her 
parents is margaret. At the front (left to right) are roseann 
and Janet.

Brownies
Back and Tong Brownies are looking for old and unused 
Brownie uniforms (from within the last 5 years). If you 
have any that you are willing to donate to Brownies 
please contact Katherine 820552.  Thank you.

Monthly Family Service
Tong Mission House

Every 3rd Sunday @ 12 Noon.

(With Crèche facilities)

Next Family Service:

Sunday 20 November 2011
Preacher – Iain R Morrison

Everyone Welcome

BACK SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL 
Back Secondary Closure

Summer 2012 will see the closure of Back Secondary 
School. Events are starting to be planned to celebrate 
the life of the school. Can you help make this memora-
ble? Did you go to Back School Secondary School? Do 
you have memories or photos to share with the wider 
community? Would you like to be involved in the cel-
ebrations? Please contact the email backmemories@
gnes.net

LOCH A TUATH NEWS CITIZENSHIP AWARD 2011
The readership of the Loch a Tuath News is invited to submit nominations for the Loch a Tuath News Citizenship 
Award for 2011.  You may nominate an individual or a group who, in your estimation, has made a significant contribu-
tion to, or has enhanced the reputation of, the Loch a Tuath communities over the past year.

All nominations will be confidential, but no anonymous nominations will be accepted.  Nominations may be deposited 
in the box at Gordon’s shop, or sent to the Loch a Tuath News Chairman, Norman macrae, Cnoc bàn, School road, 
vatisker by 30th November using the cut-out form below.  If you do not wish to cut up your copy of the paper you can 
send your nomination on a separate piece of paper including the relevant information required below.  Alternatively you 
may e-mail your nomination to the Chairman (see the contact details on page 2).

I wish to nominate _______________________________

for the Loch a Tuath News Citizenship Award 2011

reason (optional):

Signed:     __________________________________________________________________

Address:   __________________________________________________________________

mailto:backmemories@gnes.net
mailto:backmemories@gnes.net


6 7

Since Gress Angling Association was formed in 2002 
it has been a long standing objective to get the pool 
names signposted, while some of the old timers in 

the village were still around to recall some of the stories sur-
rounding these pools.

In relatively recent times the late George Stewart (Seoras 
Shoyan) and Kenneth Maciver (Kenny Chonoicean) have 
written articles on the Gress River pool names. A much 
older book Days in Thule with Rod, Gun and Camera writ-
ten in Victorian times by the angling correspondent Charles 
Henry Cook, under the pseudonym John Bickerdyke, who 
regularly fished the River Gress, also gives valuable informa-
tion on a few of the pools. This book which tells what a sea-
son of fishing and shooting from Gress Lodge in the 1800s 
was all about is available from the library at Stornoway and 
is entertaining reading for those interested in the subject.

We have now identified 24 named pools from the estuary 
out to the old Water Works dam about 5 miles upriver, and 
there are several more beyond this point which have also 
been identified but not signposted yet.

Starting at the estuary the first pool is the traditional sea 
pool called Linne an Trang. This would be literally translated 
as The Busy Pool or as we have named it The Working Pool. 
Why it was so called is unknown but it may have something 
to do with the fact that sea trout and salmon could hold in 
this pool at any state of tide or level of river. Prior to the new 
bridge being built over the river this was quite a consider-
able pool, but is much diminished now with the change in 
river direction due to construction on the banks. I remember 
myself a particular incident at this pool back in the 1970s 
when after a very dry summer we had a flash flood due to 
a heavy thunder storm. A stone was lobbed into Linne an 
Trang by one of the group of kids playing in the area and 
bedlam ensued as a large shoal of salmon took off into 
the shallows pursued by most of the kids in the village up 
to their knees in water. I recall myself, Donald Martin (mac 
Dolan Dhubaill) and Derek Graham (mac Sandy a’ Phuthair) 
catching one each with our hands before the “professionals” 
arrived with nets. To the best of my recollection they didn’t 
catch any more!  The pool certainly lived up to its Busy or 
Working Pool name that day.

The Pools on Gress River

This article will be continued in the December LATN.

The next group of pools upriver of the bridge are the 
Saltings Pools on the flood plain of the river or the Fideach. 
These pools are all pretty much named due to the features 
around them, Linne Dhubh (the Black Pool), Linne Dhubh a’ 
Chladh (the Graveyard Pool), Linne Chlachach (the Stoney 
Pool), Linne Bun na Feidh (the Marsh Pool), Linne Bun na 
h-Uillt (the Burn Pool) and Linne na Cuilc (the Reed Pool). 
Allegedly the largest salmon ever recorded on Gress River 
was caught in the small basin (Puill Dhòmnhaill Duinn) a 
hundred yards upriver of the old Gress Bridge in the 1930s. 
It was well in excess of 20lb but was caught in a net being 
trawled by local poachers.

All these pools flood at high water spring tides and are the 
main holding pools for sea trout and salmon awaiting the 
river spates to progress further upriver. These are also the 
pools where most of the fishing activity takes place over the 
summer months. Even back in Bickerdykes’ day these were 
recognised as excellent sea trout pools, but he commented 
that they were not so easy for catching salmon. In recent 
times catching salmon in these pools is becoming more 
common so maybe we’re doing something different to the 
Victorian anglers. 

The next pool, just downriver of the wooden footbridge 
is Linne an Damh, translated as either  ‘the Bullock Pool’ 
(allegedly due to a bullock falling in and drowning ) or ‘the 
Stag Pool’ after a stag was seen this far downriver in years 
gone by. We have gone for the latter name.

An interesting feature in this area with a little bit of history 
attached to it is a 20 foot wide ditch on the Gress bank 
between Linne na Cuilc and Linne an Damh. This ditch is 
known as ‘Leum Aonghais Cìobar’ (Angus the Shepherd’s 
Jump). The story goes that Angus Mackay from Achmore 
who came to Gress as a shepherd in the 1800s was chased 
by a bull, or even the unfortunate bullock in the previous 
paragraph if it had an inclination to chase people! The only 
escape for Angus was to jump over this ditch – a feat which 
would certainly qualify him for any Olympic long jump team 
as he would no doubt have been weighed down with the 
usual heavy tweeds and boots while making this effort. This 
supreme athlete was Sandy a’ Phuthair’s great grandfather.

Just upriver of the wooden footbridge is Linne a’ Chreig 
Ruadh (the Red Rock Pool), named after the striking red 
coloured rock face on the Back bank of the river. Beside 
the Red Rock Pool is Linne Chlachair (the Mason’s Pool), 
so named because this was where the village stone mason 
had his habitation, and the area is still littered with stones 
of various shapes and sizes and the agricultural lazy beds 
can also still be made out. We can only assume that this 
individual was employed in dry stone dyking on the farms at 
Gress and Upper Coll.

The last of the pools before the climb into the gorge is per-
haps one of the most famous or infamous pools on the river, 
Linne an Cathair (the Chair Pool). This is a pool with a tragic 
history as it was here that two young sisters drowned in the 
1950s. The pool derives its name from the chair-like rock 
structure in the middle of the pool with a waterfall flowing 
down each side of it. It looks like the ideal salmon fishing 
pool, but strangely enough it has no history either in old or 
modern times of being any good for catching salmon or sea 
trout. It could be something to do with the vicious undercur-
rent in it which proved so deadly for these two unfortunate 
girls.

Upriver from the Chair, the flow of the river increases quickly 
as we come to a rising section known as the Gorge. A series 
of natural and man-made pools make up this section start-
ing with Linne Dholly (Dolly’s Pool). Unfortunately we have 
no knowledge of who Dolly was and it is now unlikely that 
we will ever find this out. The next pool upriver from Dolly’s 
Pool is Linne na Ciste (the Coffin Pool), so named due to the 
steep rocky sides on both banks giving it the likeness of a 
coffin. We then come to a strange pool in many ways, Linne 
Chailleach Leibheach (or Leamhach) – literally translated as 
‘the Foolish Woman Pool’. This pool has a rocky crag over-
looking it on the Gress side of the river and I was always 
told that this crag was in fact the cailleach. It does bear a 
resemblance I suppose to a stern old woman looking down 
on you. But intriguingly enough in John Bickerdyke’s book 
reference is made to Joanna’s Pool which was allegedly 
named after a woman carrying a creel of peats to a shieling, 
falling in and drowning. Could this pool actually be Linne a 

Chailleach Chlèibheach (the Creel Woman Pool)? Another 
mystery we’ll never resolve, but in Bickerdyke’s book the 
mentioned pool seemed to be much further out and could in 
fact be Puill Beathag which is out at the base of Muirneag.

Upriver from Linne Chailleach we come to Linne na Suraig 
(the Deep Gorge Pool). This pool has a narrow thundering 
waterfall going into it and channelled on each side by steep 
rocky faces. It is indeed a very deep pool at the top end 
and has a weir at the bottom end which is the usual rest-
ing place for salmon waiting to attempt the falls. In the days 
before chest waders came along this was also the pool 
where a skilful, agile person could get across the river at 
any river condition except the biggest spate. This crossing, 
known as An t-Suinndeag (the Leap), is situated at the top 
end of the pool and Kenny Chonoicean took great delight 
in demonstrating it to me when I met him fishing out there 
this summer. I think I’ll stick to easier places with the chest 
waders!

The next pool is Linne Charragh (the Large Rock Pool), so 
named because of the large rock in the middle of the pool. 
These last two pools are probably the most famous from 
the old poaching days for accounting for more than a few 
salmon for the pot and in present times are terrific pools for 
fly fishing.

Upriver of the Large Rock Pool is a series of spectacular 
waterfalls known as ‘the Slide’. For those familiar with the 
Falls of Shin, this is a mini version, although unfortunately I 
have never myself witnessed salmon ascending these falls 
like I’ve seen on the River Shin.

The next pool upriver of the Slide is a small pool which our 
junior members attempted to construct a weir on several 
years ago while the adults worked on the weir upriver at the 
Big Pool. This small pool was finally completed two years 
ago and named Craig’s Pool in memory of Craig Morrison 
who was one of these juniors. This pool is now regularly 
accounting for several salmon a year.

Alasdair Murray

Linne Charragh

Linne Chailleach
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From the Manse
Giving Sin a Foothold
The Bible frequently speaks of the subtlety of sin.  In 
Genesis 4:7 we read, ‘sin is crouching at the door.  Its 
desire is for you, but you must rule over it.’

There is a fable that illustrates sin’s deceitfulness and the 
folly of giving sin a foothold in one’s life.

A lonely traveller sat comfortably in his tent sheltered from 
the cold, biting air of the desert.  His camel outside felt the 
extreme cold and looking through the canvas flap, request-
ed its master to let it put its head in.  The master grudgingly 
gave his consent.  

Then, addressing its master again, the camel said, ‘My nose 
is warm and comfortable, but my shoulders are very cold.  
Won’t you just let me get my shoulders and forelegs in?’ it 
pleaded.  After a while, permission was given to the camel 
to put its shoulders inside the tent.  

Moments later the camel petitioned its master and mildly 
pleaded in a pitiful, moving voice, for approval to get its 
hump and part of its body under the canvas, for while its 
head was comfortably warm, its hinder parts were still shiv-
ering with the cold.  Reluctantly the master agreed.  

By this time the camel was almost all inside the tent, and 
again gently requested that it might bring in its hind legs 
also.  When, after some time, the master agreed to this also 
the camel came right in. 

Looking round the small tent it said heartlessly to its mas-
ter, ‘This tent is too small for you and me.  You had better 
leave!’  

The deceitful camel illustrates sin’s subtlety.  It’s a fable that 
highlights our weakness when we face temptation.  How is 
sin to be tackled?  It is tackled by a Saviour.  He is Jesus.  
The Bible urges us to lay aside sin, which ‘clings so closely.’  
We are exhorted to ‘run the Christian race that is set before 
us’ without distraction, ‘looking to Jesus, the founder and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated 
at the right hand of the throne of God’ (Hebrews 12:1-2).  

The Bible describes Jesus as a ‘high priest’ who is able to 
‘sympathise with our weaknesses.’  Jesus is ‘one who in 
every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.’  
We are all encouraged to come with faith filled confidence 
and ‘draw near the throne of Grace, that we might receive 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need’ (Hebrews 
4:15-16).

Are you looking to Jesus Christ?  Do you value his mercy 
and grace as you try to conquer ‘sin’s deceitful camel’ 
crouching at your door today?

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services in 
Back and Tong during November 2011 are as follows:

Back

Sunday 6 November
10.30am: Rev Calum I Macleod
12 Noon: Mr Murdo Murray (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 13 November
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod  
  (Remembrance Sunday Service)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 20 November
10.30am: Mr Iain R Morrison
12 Noon: Mr Angus Macdonald (Gaelic)
6pm:  Mr Donald John Macaulay

Sunday 27 November
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Baptism)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Additional Services 

Friday 11 November  
7.00 pm:  Rev Kenny Macleod (Carloway) 
  Guest service followed by fellowship 
  supper in the church hall.

Thursday 24 November
7.30 pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod  
  Annual Thanksgiving Service

Tong Mission House

Sunday 6 November
10.30am: Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 13 November
6pm:  Mr Neil Murray (Gaelic)

Sunday 20 November
12 Noon: Mr Iain R Morrison 
  (Monthly Family Service)

Sunday 27 November
6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

December Service Times 
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Mòd nan Eilean Siar, October 2011

Luke?

Sharyn Ferguson was 2nd in Poetry 
Recitation (13-15), 3rd in Bible Reading 
(13-15), 2nd in Traditional Storytelling and 
2nd in Literary - essay on history of Mod 
area

Abigail Maciver, 2nd in U13 Precenting 
Competition

Mairi Maclennan was 2nd in Traditional 
13-15, 2nd in Silver Pendant 13-15 and 
2nd in Duet 16-18

Maia Pickering was third in Poetry 
Recitation 7-8

Koren Pickering was first in Traditional 
U13

Kitty Anne Maciver, winner of the Rev 
Donald Stewart Memorial Quaich for 
Recitation Age 5-6

John Alasdair Bain was 1st in sgeulachd 
age 9-10 and 1st in art poster age 9-10

Annabel Maclennan was 2nd in 
Precenting U19, 3rd in Melodeon U19 and 
2nd in Duet 16-18

Catriona Bain - 1st in Bible reading and 
1st in prose reading age 11-12, 2nd in 
melodeon under 13 and 2nd in sgeulachd 
age 11-12, 3rd in prescribed solo singing 
age 11-12

David Anderson, 3rd place in age 7-8 
poetry competition

Euan Anderson, 1st place in age 7-8 
fluent prescribed solo and 3rd place in 
age 7-8 fluent conversation

Isabelle Bain was 1st in traditional singing 13-15, 
Bible reading 13-15, conversation 13-15 and in 
literacy - open secondary (write about the history 
of Lewis), 2nd in melodeon under 19, sgeulachd 
13-15, keyboard under 19, and 3rd in precenting 
under 19 and in literacy competition 13-15

Elizabeth Anderson and Eilidh Morrison won the Comunn nan Clàrsach 
Cup. They are both on 5th year in the Nicolson Institute and members 
of the Comunn nan Clàrsach (Roinn Leodhais), the Lewis Branch of the 
Clàrsach Society. Their tutors are world renowned clàrsach players Allison 
Kinnard and Wendy Stewart. Eilidh and Elizabeth have been playing the 
clarsach for two and a half years.

Hannah C Macleod was 3rd 
equal in Under 13 Girls Fluent 
Traditional Competition, 2nd in Age 9-10 
Literacy Fluent Competition and 3rd 
equal in Age 9-10 Art Poster Competition 
and she received the Falkirk Tryst Trophy 
for Literacy 

Eilidh Murray won the Cup for U13 
Precenting

Calum Maclennan was 1st in 
Conversation 9-10 and 3rd in Storytelling 
9-10
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Now that the dressing room is silent and the sweet 
smell of success has blown away in the breeze, it 
might be as good a time as any to reflect on a sea-

son that saw the return of the Lewis and Harris league tro-
phy to take pride of place in the cabinet at Upper Coll.

The 2010 season wasn’t the best for all concerned with 
Back Football Club and when James ‘Bommie’ Macarthur 
decided to call it a day there was genuine concern as to 
who would take up the reins. Bommie was a tough act to 
follow. The league title may have continually slipped from 
his fingertips but he brought a barrow-load of silverware 
to Upper Coll and had a good team under his stewardship 
with Dano Macdonald.

It came as a pleasant surprise to hear that Iain Maclennan 
had accepted the vacant post as he is not exactly from the 
same mould as Bommie. As a player I can rarely recall too 
much ranting and raving from my defensive partner. Few 
would have thought that his quiet, thoughtful personality 
would be the key to ending our 11 year wait for the title.

His coup de grace as manager was bringing Kevin ‘Bloxy’ 
back to the fold where he belongs. Kevin always gives more 
to the team than just goals and the squad literally worship 
him. Along with David ‘Ox’, Murdo ‘Gress’ and Inny ‘Red’ 
he brought experience and a camaraderie to the team that 
would serve them well throughout the season, a season 
which didn’t get off to a blistering start.

After a sluggish start to the season and early exits from the 
ABC and Jock Stein cups, Back found themselves behind 
to West Side with barely 10 minutes to go before Fraser 
Macleod finally found his shooting boots and kick-started 
both his season and ours as we then went on an unbeaten 
run in the league that saw us score an incredible 32 goals in 
just 5 games. 

Things were going nicely elsewhere as we progressed to 
the finals of all the remaining cups including the Highland 
Amateur where we would be up against our old adversar-
ies in Avoch. The final was the only blip of the season as 
we failed to recreate the form that, amongst other matches, 

had seen us storm back against Aths in the most thrilling 
end to a match that the supporters had seen for many a 
season when ten men rattled in 4 goals without reply to 
keep our league ambitions alive.

To reach the final of the Highland Amateur cup for only the 
second time in the club’s history shouldn’t be brushed aside 
no matter how disappointed we all felt. It was a tremendous 
achievement and another example of how the squad under 
Iain Maclennan had progressed since last season. Not only 
that it was a fantastic day out at a wonderful stadium. To 
see our players playing on the same pitch as Caley Thistle 
was an extremely proud moment.

The team swiftly shrugged of their disappointment and got 
back to winning ways by taking both remaining cups. By 
now injuries, suspensions and holidays were taking their 
toll and Iain Maclennan would call on his fringe players and 
they repaid him handsomely as they played a huge part in 
well deserved wins over West Side and Lochs in the Co-op 
and Moldova cups respectively.

We then dumped Lochs in the league to set up a mouth-
watering clash with fellow title challengers Carloway. A 
win would do it and with both Martin Maclean and Fraser 
Macleod returning to the team we wrapped up the title with 
a game to spare.

A 4-0 thumping of United and a celebration party in excess 
was all that was left to complete a memorable season that 
has supporters salivating for more success next year. It was 
the squad that did it this season and it will be the same 
again next year as Iain Maclennan savours his rookie sea-
son that elevated him to the legend status that he deserves.

For someone like myself who has seen the majority of 
matches this season the most tantalising aspect is that we 
still haven’t reached our best. There is still much more to 
come from this team.  To play at our best more consistently 
will be the next test for Iain as he contemplates becoming 
the first Back manager since 1947 to retain the league title.

Peter O’ Donnell

The largest Lewis list is that for the Back District.  Altogether 
there were 189 on service in February last, including 2 repre-
sentatives in the W.A.T.S.  The details for the district are:-  Navy 
150,  Army 8,  Merchant Marine 29,  W.A.T.S. 2.  This repre-
sents 12.4 per cent of the total population.

The district has unfortunately suffered several crushing 
losses.  8 have already made the supreme sacrifice, includ-
ing 2 brothers.  They are:- Seaman Samuel Graham, RNR, 
Lighthill, Vatisker, (lost on HMS Royal Oak);  L/Seaman Murdo 
Mackay, RNR, 53 Back, (lost on HMS Rawalpindi);  Seaman 
Alex Macleod, RNR, 16 Coll  (lost on HMT Fifeshire);  L/Seaman 
Donald Mackay, RNR, 43 Gress (lost on HMT Fifeshire);  
Seaman William Maciver, RNR, 36 Coll  (died on active service);  
Seaman Malcolm Maciver, RNR, 72 Coll (died of wounds);  
Seaman Norman Morrison, RNR, 30 Upper Coll (lost on HMT 
Charles Boyes);  Seaman Alex Mackay,  RNR, 53 Back (lost on 
HMT Charles Boyes).

Navy
Murdo Macleod, 1 Gress; L/Seaman George B. C. Macleod, 
1 Gress; John Macleod, 1 Gress; Roderick Macleod, 1 Gress; 
George Macleod, 1 Gress; L/Seaman Donald Ferguson, 2 
Gress; Norman Macinnes, 4 Gress; Murdo Graham 5 Gress; 
Alex John Macmillan, 6 Gress; Donald Macleod, 10 Gress; 
Donald Munro, 14 Gress; John Ferguson, 17 Gress; Neil 
Ferguson, 19 Gress; Donald Macdonald, 20 Gress; Alex 
Murray, 21 Gress; Colin Murray, 22 Gress; Murdo Campbell, 26 
Gress; John Stewart, 29 Gress; Alex Stewart, 29 Gress; Hugh 
Stewart, 29 Gress; George Mackay, 28 Gress; Neil Mackay, 
28 Gress; Murdo Macdonald, 32 Gress; Murdo Murray, 33 
Gress; John Murray, 33 Gress; Donald Murray, 33 Gress; 
John Morrison, 34 Gress; John Morrison, 34 Gress; William 
Morrison, 34 Gress; Alan Macdonald, 35 Gress; Murdo Maciver, 
36 Gress; Malcolm Maciver, 36 Gress; Angus Maciver, 36 
Gress; Donald Murray, 37 Gress; Donald Graham, 38 Gress; 
Alex Graham, 41 Gress; L/Seaman Donald Mackay, 43 Gress 
(lost on HMT Fifeshire); Kenneth Mackay, 43 Gress; Evander 
Morrison,  New Street, Back; Donald Morrison, New Street, 
Back; John E Maclennan, New Street, Back; Donald Martin, 
New Street, Back; Norman Macleod, New Street, Back; Donald 
Macleod, New Street, Back; Finlay Macleod, New Street, 
Back; Donald Nicolson, 4 Back; Alexander Murray, 9 Back; 
Neil Stewart, 10 Back; Evander Stewart, 10 Back; L/Seaman 
Donald Stewart, 10 Back; Alex Macleod, 20 Back; Kenneth 
Macleod, 20 Back; John Mackay, 23 Back; Duncan Mackay, 23 
Back; Donald Mackenzie, 26 Back; Angus Macleod, 32 Back; 
Donald Macleod, 32 Back; Murdo Macleod, 32 Back; Kenneth 
Macleod, 35 Back; P/O Donald Macleod, 37 Back; Donald 
J Macleod, 39 Back; John Mackenzie, 46 Back; Malcolm 
Macritchie, 47 Back; Kenneth Beaton, 51 Back; L/Seaman Alick 
Mackay, 53 Back (lost on HMS Charles Boyes); Donald Mackay, 
53 Back; L/Seaman Murdo Mackay, 53 Back (lost on HMS 
Rawalpindi); Finlay Macritchie, 56 Back; AND. G Sutherland, 
58 Back; Kenneth Macdonald, 61 Back; Quartermaster Alex 
Murray, 62 Back; Samuel Graham, Lighthill  (lost on HMS Royal 
Oak); John Macdonald, Lighthill; Murdo Macritchie, Lighthill; L/
Seaman Colin D Smith, Lighthill; Norman Campbell, 6 Vatisker; 
Alex Campbell, 8 Vatisker; Norman Campbell, 8 Vatisker; John 
Macaskill, 8 Vatisker; Malcolm Macaskill, 8 Vatisker; Kenneth 
Campbell, 11 Vatisker; Alex Martin, 17 Vatisker; Donald 
Macleod, 19 Vatisker; George Graham, 22 Vatisker; Alex 
Maciver, 27 Vatisker; Malcolm Maciver, 27 Vatisker; Kenneth 
Campbell, 31 Vatisker; Donald Macmillan, 35 Vatisker; William 
M Maciver, 37 Vatisker; Colin Maciver, 37 Vatisker; Neil A 
Beaton, 40 Vatisker; Donald Mackenzie, 51 Vatisker; Angus 
Macleod, 45 Vatisker; Norman Mackenzie, 45 Vatisker; Murdo 

Macleod, School St, Vatisker; Donald M Ferguson, School St , 
Vatisker; Norman Macdonald, Brevig, Vatisker; Donald Murray, 
Catherine Hill, Vatisker; John Macdonald, 9 Coll; John Morrison, 
10 Coll; Murdo Maclennan, 15 Coll; Murdo Mackenzie, 16 Coll; 
Alex Macleod, 16 Coll  (lost on HMT Fifeshire); Angus Macaulay, 
19 Coll; Angus Munro, 25 Coll

Kenneth Macdonald, 27 Coll; Roderick Maclean, 30 Coll; 
Donald H Maclean, 30 Coll; Kenneth Maciver, 33 Coll; William 
Maciver, 36 Coll (died on active service); L/Seaman Donald 
Macinnes, 37 Coll; James Beaton, 37 Coll; William Macleod, 
42 Coll; Malcolm Macleod, 43 Coll; Alex John Mackenzie, 44 
Coll; Angus Mackenzie, 44 Coll; Murdo Maciver, 46 Coll; Alex 
Maciver 47 Coll; Murdo Maciver, 49 Coll; L/Seaman Norman 
Macleod, 50 Coll; Colin Macdonald, 61 Coll; Angus Mackay, 65 
Coll; John Mackay, 65 Coll; Malcolm Mackay, 65 Coll; Malcolm 
Maciver, 72 Coll (killed in action); Angus Maciver, 72 Coll; 
Kenneth Macleod, Outend, Coll; K J Macleod, Outend, Coll; 
Alex Ferguson, Outend, Coll; Donald Maciver, Outend, Coll; 
Murdo Macdonald, 3 Upper Coll; John Cumming, 6 Upper Coll; 
Donald Murray, 7 Upper Coll; P/O George Macleod, 8 Upper 
Coll; Kenneth Maciver, 10 Upper Coll; Malcolm Maciver, 10 
Upper Coll; P/O Murdo Maciver, 11 Upper Coll; Donald Maciver, 
11 Upper Coll; John Graham, 13 Upper Coll; John Alex Murray, 
14 Upper Coll; Donald Macleod, 14 Upper Coll; Alex John 
Macleod, 16 Upper Coll; Angus Macleod, 16 Upper Coll; Alex 
Cumming, 17 Upper Coll; Donald Cumming, 17 Upper Coll; 
Murdo Macdonald, 20 Upper Coll; Donald M Maclean, 22 
Upper Coll; Malcolm Maciver, 23 Upper Coll; Malcolm Morrison, 
30 Upper Coll; Norman Morrison, 30 Upper Coll (lost on HMS 
Charles Boyes); Malcolm Murray, 38 Upper Coll; Donald 
Graham, 31 Upper Coll

Army
Alfred Kelly, 2 Back; William Macleod, 20 Back; Neil Mackay, 
53 Back; Robert Mackenzie, 51 Vatisker; Neil Angus Macleod, 
Catherine Hill, Vatisker; Alick Campbell, 11 Vatisker (invalided 
home); Malcolm Macleod, 14 Coll

Airforce
George Stewart, 17 Back

Women’s ATS
Joan Mackenzie, 46 Back; K. B Morrison, 10 Coll

Merchant Navy
Donald Macinnes, 4 Gress; Neil Stewart 29 Gress; Alex 
Macleod, 31 Gress; Murdo Macdonald, 32 Gress; John 
Macdonald, 32 Gress; Murdo Macdonald, 35 Gress; Alexander 
Graham, 3 Back; John Murray, 9 Back; Donald Graham, 15 
Back; John Macleod, 32 Back; Donald W Macrae, 33 Back; 
Alexander Martin, 43 Back; Murdo Martin, 58 Back; Donald 
Martin, 58 Back; John Martin, 58 Back; John Macleod, New 
Street, Back; John Macleod, Lighthill, Vatisker; Norman 
Macleod, 1 Newpark, Vatisker; Murdo Campbell, 6 Vatisker; 
Neil Macdonald, 13 Vatisker; Quartermaster Kenneth Graham, 
22 Vatisker; Quartermaster; Kenneth Campbell., 31 Vatisker; 
Alexander Campbell, 31 Vatisker; Murdo Macleod, 37 Vatisker; 
Norman Maciver, 37 Vatisker; Kenneth Maclean, 7 Coll; John 
Macdonald, 17 Coll; Donald Matheson, 48 Coll; Malcolm 
Maciver, Outend, Coll; John M Macleod, 8 Upper Coll; John 
Morrison, 30 Upper Coll

Back to Winning Ways

Moldova Cup Winners

June 1940: Muster Roll for Back
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Celebrating Achievement 
The following Certificates of Achievement were awarded 
at the whole school pupil-led assembly on the 30th of 
September 2011: Talia Graham EP2 for learning number 
sequences to 100; Aimee MacIver EP2 for confidence 
working with numbers to 100; Alexander Macleod EP2 
for confidence working with numbers to 100; Louise 
MacIver EP2 for learning number sequence to 100; Euan 
Mackenzie EP7 for hard work in all areas of class work; 
Aron Mackenzie GP2 adhartas mòr ann an leugadh agus 
sgriobhadh; David Anderson GP3 sgriobhadh pearsanta 
inntinneach; Maia Pickering GP4 sàr obair co-cheangailte ri 
nobhail; Amy Emmott GP4 airson a bhith ag obair cruaidh 
aig matamataig; Ellie Domhnallach GP4   airson sàr obair 
co-cheangailte ri nobhail; Rhys Pritchard S2 for competing 
in and completing a triathlon. 

Congratulations to John Alasdair Bain (GP6) who won 
the Mod Art Poster competition and also to Hannah C 
Macleod (GP5) who won second prize in the Mod Literary 
Competition and third in the Mod Art Poster competition. 
Rinn sibh math!

People Who Help Us
Sgoil Araich pupils travelled around the Back area on a ser-
vice bus then visited Back Pharmacy as part of their project 
‘People in the local area who help us’. Both infant classes 
also visited Gordon’s, the hairdressing salon and the White 
House gift shop as part of this project.

Haunted Heritage
Primary pupils enjoyed the Haunted Heritage Roadshow 
which visited the school on 27 September. In a fun-packed 
programme of drama, comedy and song, the pupils learned 
about Scotland’s past from the two performers who are 
members of the Historical Scotland project.

Smile Please!
Pupils in P1 & 2 recently had their teeth varnished as part 
of the programme to improve dental health. Dental hygien-
ists commented on the significant improvement in chil-
dren’s dental health over the last five years. This, they feel, 
is due to the ban on fizzy drinks in schools, the healthier 
school meals and the provision of free fruit.

Back Boys Reach Football Finals 
(by Andrew Smith)
Back Primary boys football team reached the semi-finals of 
Cuach na Cloinne football tournament. They qualified some 
weeks earlier and travelled to Fort William on Friday the 
30th of September and played on Saturday. They fought 

through to the semi-
finals but were beat-
en 3-1 by Tollcross 
from Edinburgh. The 
players of the team were: Lewis Macleod; Seamus Macrae; 
Cameron Maclellan; Calum Maclennan; John A Bain; Euan 
Anderson. Staff members Willie Macdonald (their coach) 
and parent Lena Maclennan also travelled with them. Euan 
Anderson said: “The weather didn’t affect the finals much 
but at one point it got so windy that the ball was hard to 
control.” We hope to see another Back team do well in 
Cuach na Cloinne 2012.

‘Health Matters’ Parents’ Workshop
Primary and Secondary parents attended a ‘Sex Education 
and Health’ consultation evening on Tuesday 4 October.

The purpose of the evening was to inform parents about 
the Curriculum for Excellence Learning Outcomes for 
‘Relationships, sexual health and parenthood’ and to make 
them aware of the risks involved with social networking, 
sexual content in media (computer games, magazines) and 
alcohol.

School staff members Donna Murray and Peigi Mairi 
Nicholson described the learning programmes and gave 
parents an opportunity to view resources used, while 
Hamish Budge (Education Dept) and Sgt. Roddy Mackay 
explained the ways in which parents can safeguard their 
children on Facebook or other sites. 

Western Isles Sexual Health Co-ordinator, Isobel Steele out-
lined the sexual content in teenage magazines and games 
such as Grand Theft Auto (Cert 18) and the early sexualisa-
tion of children through merchandising. 

Suzanne Macaulay entertained and informed parents about 
alcohol issues with a quiz, audience participation in meas-
uring a unit of alcohol, the use of ‘beer goggles’ and iden-
tification of a range of illegal substances. All parents were 
given handouts and plastic tumblers which show accurate 
measures of alcohol.

Parental feedback indicated they found the evening both 
informative and enjoyable.

House Captains 
Well done to our new House Captains 2011-2012: Seaforth 
- Annmarie Macdonald; Suilven - Leanne Macdonald; 
Columba - Mairi Maclean; Claymore - Sharyn Ferguson. It 
is part of their duty to know everyone in their house and 
when it comes to house activities they should keep every-
one in line and in order. 

Sgoil  
a’ Bhac

Whole-School Assembly 
(by Alisha Mackenzie)
On Friday the 30th of September there was an assembly 
led by the S2 pupils all about the Lord’s Prayer. Pupils from 
both classes read the Lord’s Prayer in English, Latin, Gaelic 
and Aramaic and led the school singing songs like Amazing 
Grace and Jesus Loves Me. S2 pupil Stephen Drummond 
played the accordion. Rev CI Macleod spoke to all the 
pupils and staff about prayer. At the end, Mrs Macdonald 
handed out the Certificates of Achievement.

Rich Tasks and Master Classes 
The S1/S2 Rich Task groups for this term are Dancing, the 
Press Gang, Dynamic Youth, Young Librarians and Cycling. 
Primary Masterclasses this session include: Photography, 
Eco Warriors, Drama, I.C.T, Science, Design Technology, 
Arts and Crafts, Outdoor Education, Food Technology and 
Textiles.

P2 pupil having his teeth varnished Haunted Heritage Roadshow

Sgoil a’ Bhac news is brought to 
you in association with The Press 
Gang (right).

Willie and the boys in Fort William

Sgoil Àraich on tour... Parents identifying illegal drugs

Hat attack! EP1 & 2 Art class with their creations EP2 pupils with their Certificates of Achievement
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toNg school
Waulking Song
The local Mod has been a popular topic in the Nursery this 
term. A fun time was had by all when Fiona Macleod (Early 
Years Development Officer) and Cathie Mary MacMillan 
from Laxdale Choir demonstrated a traditional waulk-
ing song to the children.  The combination of singing and 
action really captured the children’s interest and they were 
thrilled to join the ladies at the table and ‘waulk’ the tweed. 
Primary One were delighted to accept the kind invitation to 
join the Nursery for this special treat. Pupils and staff con-
vey a sincere message of thanks to Fiona and Cathie Mary 
for giving of their time. Mòran taing.

Success in Skye
First cousins Grace Macleod (P2) and Caitlin Macdonald 
(P5) recently sailed over the sea to Skye to participate in 
a Highland Dancing competition. Both girls thoroughly 
enjoyed their experience and proudly showed their medals 
at a recent school Assembly.  Caitlin continues her run of 
dancing success as she was awarded four first prizes.  The 
beautiful silver salver is a lasting reminder of a special day.

Sporting Achievements
Well done to our Rugby team (John and Ronan, P7 and 
Shana, Jamie and Ben, P5) who finished as a worthy sec-
ond in their group at this year’s Touch Rugby tournament. 

Four fit runners (Jamie and Ben, P6 and Tori and Krysta, P4) 
recently completed the Mod 5k run, all receiving medals for 
their excellent efforts. 

Congratulations to John and Ronan, P7 and Jamie, Kieran, 
Sian and Shana, P6, who formed this year’s Unihoc team at 
the recent Sports Festival.  The team defeated the Laxdale 
Legends by 3-0, the Stornoway Superstars by 2-0 and the 
Barvas Bats by 2-0.  In their fourth game they drew against 
Back 1-1. They played valiantly against the Laxdale All 
Stars in a very close final match but lost out to Laxdale with 
a very respectable 3-2.

As is evident, many of the same names feature in the 
teams and we certainly have some very active pupils who 

consistently display 
good teamwork. 

Date for your Diary!
Tong School are, 
once again, busy 
preparing for the annual 
Hypermarket.  We hope to entice customers with mince-
meat, candles, novelty gifts and school grown and made 
pumpkin soup!  As part of our marketing plan P6/7 pre-
pared a catchy limerick to advertise the event.  Mr Tony 
Henk from local radio station, Isles FM, kindly visited 
the school to record Hannah and Ronan (P7) reciting the 
advert.  Listen out!  This year the Hypermarket will be held 
in Laxdale Hall on a date which is easily remembered: 
11/11/11!  We hope to see you there.

Salmon in the Classroom
We had salmon leaping in P4/5 and P6/7 on 11th October! 
David and Donnie from The Fisheries Trust visited the 
school and brought along live examples from the salmon 
growth cycle. The pupils very much enjoyed the visit.

Seasonal Focus
National Poetry was celebrated within the school again this 
year.  Primary 4/5 were inspired by Autumn leaves and pro-
duced lovely poems which feature on an Autumnal display 
in the corridor.  Adam Finlayson (P4) shares his thoughts:

Autumn
Swooping gracefully to dance the disco
Scaling the clouds and diving to the ground
They shake their maracas as you walk on them
Falling leaves are everywhere
Squirrels are getting busy
Gathering nuts and getting to bed for the Winter
The birds migrate to the South.

By Adam

Waulking the tweed

Mod 5K Medal Winners Recording for Isles FM Success in Skye

Tong Unihoc Team Tong Rugby Team

Salmon in the Classroom Recording for Isles FM
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524

10 YEARS AGO
The November 2001 LATN congratulated those who had 
taken part in the Royal National Mod in Stornoway. It also 
publicised the dedication and opening ceremony of Back 
War Memorial, which was to take place on Saturday 10th 
November 2001 at 12 noon. The first Armistice Day ser-
vice was to take place the following day on Sunday 11th 
November at 10.45am.

In the News in November 2001: The Police Service of 
Northern Ireland is established, replacing the controver-
sial Royal Ulster Constabulary. 

The supersonic commercial aircraft Concorde resumes fly-
ing after a 15-month break.

The first Harry Potter film, Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone, is released, becoming the second 
highest grossing film around the world of all time.

5 YEARS AGO
The November 2006 issue featured those who had taken 
part in the Royal National Mod in Dunoon. 

In the News in November 2006: Former President of Iraq 

Saddam Hussein is sentenced to death by hanging by the 
Iraqi Special Tribunal.

Tong is one of the Lewis School districts which has had 
more than 10 per cent of the population on service almost 
since the outbreak of war.  There are 42 names in this list, 
representing 12 per cent of the total population of the dis-
trict.  Of the total, 30 are with the Navy, 8 with the Army, 
and 4 with the Merchant Service.  The district has suffered 
one casualty, Roderick Maclennan, 1 Tong, having been 
killed in action.

Navy
Roderick Maclennan, 1 Tong (killed in action); Malcolm 
Macdonald, 3 Tong; Kenneth Maciver, 17 Tong; Norman 
Montgomery, 18 Tong; Malcolm Maclean, 19 Tong; 
Norman Macdonald, Hillside, Tong; John A Maclennan, 1 
Tong Park; John Maclennan, 1 Tong Park; Alexander John 
Thomson, 4 Tong Park; Kenneth Maciver, 5 Tong Park; 
Murdo Maciver, 5 Tong Park; Alex Maciver,  5 Tong Park; 
Norman Smith, 7 Tong Park; Alex John Macleod, 6 Aird 
Tong; George Mackenzie, 7 Aird Tong; Kenneth Maciver, 
12 Aird Tong; John Mackinnon, 22 Aird Tong; Angus 

Mackinnon, 22 Aird Tong; Evander Finlayson, 24 Aird Tong; 
John Finlayson, 24 Aird Tong; Alex Finlayson, 24 Aird 
Tong; Murdo Macleod, 31 Aird Tong; Donald Thomson, 31 
Aird Tong; Angus Maciver, 33 Aird Tong; James Maciver, 
33 Aird Tong; Norman Morrison, 30 Upper Coll, Tong; 
Malcolm Morrison, 30 Upper Coll, Tong; Malcolm Murray, 
38 Upper Coll, Tong; Donald Graham, 41 Upper Coll, Tong; 
William M Maclean, 42 Upper Coll, Tong

Army
Alex John Macdonald, Hillside, Tong; Malcolm Murray, 5 
Tong; Alex Thomson, 3 Tong Park; Donald Maciver, 5 Tong 
Park; William M Smith, 7 Tong Park; Murdo Thomson, 
3 Aird Tong; Donald Macleod, 10 Aird Tong; Alex John 
Mackinnon, 37 Aird Tong

Merchant Service
Kenneth Stewart, 11 Tong; Alex Macdonald, 1 Aird Tong; 
Donald Finlayson, 24 Aird Tong; John Morrison, 30 Upper 
Coll, Tong

June 1940: Muster Roll for Tong

From the 
Archives...

A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

Left: Còisir Òg  
a’ Bhac, Dunoon 
2006
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Occasions Florist  
Tel No: 706616       

Tel No: 705656
Fresh Flower bouquet and basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted bowls and baskets

A Worldwide e-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden 
Centre

Gress Seaman
Seaman Murdo Macdonald, second son of John Macdonald, 
32 Gress, is presumed to have lost his life at sea.  Murdo, 
who was popularly known as ‘Connachan’, had been in the 
Merchant Navy for several years prior to the outbreak of 
war.

Sheep Stock
Owing to unfavourable weather conditions, sheepowners 
have been unable to get their sheep dipped.  At this time of 
year, when sheep are numbered for dipping and paying the 
township shepherd, the loss sustained earlier in the year as 
the result of the snowstorm in January will be ascertained.  
Some crofters are taking more interest in their sheep stock 
within recent years, separating them from other stock and 
improving the breed by taking Cheviot and blackfaced 
rams from other districts.  Meantime, good prices are being 
obtained for wool and mutton.

Obituary
The death of Mrs Isabella Macaskill occurred on the 29th 
October, at No. 3 Back, the residence of her niece.  The 
deceased, who was aged 76 years, was confined to the house 
through illness for the last three months and was nursed by 
Mrs Malcolm Graham, her niece.  Mrs Macaskill, who was 
a pious woman, came under The Truth when very young, 
and was a member in the Free Church congregation of Back 
for over fifty years.  She was recognised by all who knew 
her as a Mother in Israel. Her husband, the late Donald 
Macaskill, who was a ruling elder in the same congregation, 
predeceased her about three years ago.

On Leave
Lieut. D.R. Mackenzie,  R. A., The Manse; Lance Cpl. 
Malcolm Macleod, Cameron Highlanders, 14 Coll;  John 
Campbell, R.A.F., 9 Upper Coll;  Kenneth Maciver, R.N.R., 
11 Upper Coll;  John Mackay, R.N.R., 65 Coll;  John 
Macdonald, 9 Coll; Kenneth Macleod and Kenneth John 
Macleod, R.N.R, (brothers), Outend, Coll, and Murdina 
Macmillan,  W.A.A.F., 26 Back, have all been home on 
leave recently.

Tong News (Nov 1941)
On Leave
Chrissie Macdonald, N.A.A.F.I., Hillside Cottage, and 
Malcolm Murray, R.A.S.C., 5 Tong, are at home on a few 
days leave.

The following members of the R.N.R. have recently been 
home on a few days’ leave:- Norman Macleod, 34 Aird, 
Tong;  John Maclennan, 1 Tong Park; Alex Thomson, 32 

Tong;  
Murdo 
Maciver, 5 
Tong Park.  
Murdo is 
home after 
a lengthy 
illness cheer-
fully borne in an overseas hospital.  Kenneth Stewart, 
Merchant Navy, 11 Tong, has also recently been home for a 
few days.

Sheep Dipping
The fanks for the district are now over and the sheep owners 
are proceeding with the dipping.  Many sheep which have 
been missing for a considerable time (presumed lost) have 
returned safely to the fold.

Bigger and Better Eggs
A marvellous feat of production, designed to help the 
National War effort, was achieved recently by a hen belong-
ing to Mrs Donald Murray, Aird, Tong.  This hen proudly 
presented its owner with an egg weighing four ozs.  There is 
no truth in the rumour that our feathered friend took the hint 
from the slogan “Bigger and Better Bombs for Germany” 
and decided on “Bigger and Better Eggs for Tong”.

On Leave
The following members of H.M. Forces have recently 
been home on leave:-  Donald Macleod, Army, 10 Aird, 
Tong; John Mackinnon, R.N.R., 22 Aird, Tong;  Alex 
John Thomson, R.N.R.,  4 Tong Park; Alex John Macleod, 
R.N.R.,  6 Aird, Tong; Murdo Macleod, R.N.R., 31 Aird, 
Tong and Alex Finlayson, R.N.R., 24 Aird, Tong.  The last 
four lads are home after a lengthy sojourn in foreign waters.  
Margaret Mary Mackinnon, W.A.A.F., will, by the time this 
appears in print, be home for a brief respite from her ardu-
ous duties.

Fishing
Large catches of “cuddies” are still being procured by the 
young (and some not so young) members of the local com-
munity on the rocks in the vicinity.  Fortunately, the price of 
these denizens of the deep has not been controlled yet.

Church Service
The service last Sunday was conducted by Rev. Mr 
Mackenzie, Back.  The forces were well represented.

 Back 
in 

Time

novemBer 1941

MACLEOD & MACLEOD – BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET

STORNOWAY
TELEPHONE; 01851 703384

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD’S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

Gerard A Blane BSc MChs
Podiatry

07969821404
Podiatry Treatments • By Appointment Only

Back Pharmacy
Next Clinics: Thursday 25th August, Thursday 29th 

September, Thursday 27th October, 

Thursday 24th November, Thursday 29th December.

For an Appointment please call

820333
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Elaine MacDonald
HND Beauty Therapy

AOFM Freelance Makeup Certificate

Freelance Makeup Artist 
and Manicurist

Make-up for all occasions: Weddings,

anniversaries, parties, etc

OPI nailcare products

Mini manicures and file & polish

Tel: 07901957618

01851 820820

Email:  elaine.makeup@yahoo.co.uk

The Sunday School Picnic
Many LATN readers born between 1961 and 1969 will pore over this photograph with a sense of nostalgia. It was taken 
outside the church on the morning of Saturday 21 June 1975 just prior to the departure for the annual Sunday School 
Picnic. The destination on that day is not known but the most popular locations at the time were Dalmore, Uig and 
Seilebost.

For some, the excursion was an end-of-year reward for the hard work they put in studying for the Welfare of Youth 
Examinations in Essay, Catechism and Scripture which were taken up at the school on Saturday mornings during the win-
ter months. For others the Sunday School Picnic was the nearest they got to a summer holiday as trips to the mainland 
or abroad were much rarer events than nowadays. It is noticeable that most of the Back boys are present and correct in 
the photo as the picnic usually clashed with the date of the village sheep shearing fank - perhaps their appeals to the stal-
warts of the Grazings Committee bore fruit on this occasion!

In the centre of the photo are Rev Murdo Macaulay and the Sunday School Superintendent John Murdo Macmillan. This 
was to be the last time that Rev Macaulay attended as he retired to Carloway later that summer. The teachers that can 
be identified include Niall Sheumais, Alasdair Neil John, Moley, Kenny Sgitheanach and his wife Reta. What is remarkable 
about the photo is the number of children residing in our villages and attending Sunday School at that time - how many 
can you recognise?

Contributed
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Pictured above are Peggy Chalum Mairi, Mary Joan 
Chalum an Tuathanaich, Chrissie Bell Chonoicean, 
Sandra Dhòmhnaill Choinnich Thormoid, Peigi Mairi 
(Jack), Calum an Tuathanaich, bean Shoyan, Angus 
Milo, Bella Maggie, Mairi Flora, bean Milo, Iain an 
Dodalaich, Seòras Thormoid Og, Floraidh Ferguson, 
Iain Dholaidh

The Vatisker workforce on the way to prepare the peat road in 1936 before the annual operation of taking home the peats 
commenced. The photo was taken by the glebe stone wall opposite No. 8 Vatisker. 

Back row (left to right): Neilan Macdonald, 13 Vatisker; Alex Dan Beaton, 15 Vatisker; James Morrison (Seumas Mòr); Malcolm 
Maciver (Calum El); Murdo Macleod (Murchadh Thòbain)

Front row (left to right): Rob Burnside; Alasdair Campbell, 8 Vatisker; Kenneth Campbell (Kenny Tweed); Donald Martin, (home 
on holiday from the USA); Calum Macleod (Calum Uilleim Chaluim), 14 Vatisker

Left to right: Murchadh an Sailor, Kipper, Domhnall 
Mhurdo, Uilleam Beag Mhic Uilleam, Willie, Coinneach 
Beag, Shonnaidh Beah Mhic Uilleam, Uilleam Bhobshy, 
Pedro. Photo taken when Bernera Bridge was opened.

Mearag, Gress
Mary Macfarlane, Isabella 
Macdonald, Catherine Mackinnon

Left to right Alex Macleod, 20 Back (Alex 
Bhast); Iain Stewart, 17 Back; John Angie Iain 
Thormoid, 26 Back

I Ferguson (Left), Murdigan Macdonald, D Macaskill

Group outside Gress lodge shows Kate Liddle on 
the right and probably Ruby Liddle second from 
left in the mask and oilskins, but who are the 
(local) servants

Kate Liddle outside the mill at Gress The waterwheel working at Gress 
Mill

Alasdair Neil John, Murchadh Uisdein Bhig agus Uilleam Hannah

Construction of Brevig Pier
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In 1939, Sheriff Macinnes, the Sheriff at Stornoway, took a 
lease of the salmon fishing at Gress. One of the mistakes he 
made was to approach a group of young men loitering on 
the Gress Bridge and to accuse them of studying the river 
with a view to poaching later that night.

One night, his gamekeeper surprised a group of men with 
a net at the river. The gamekeeper chased them and came 
close to one of them. Next morning, he went to the local 
policeman and gave him the description of one of the men 
he chased. He said he had red hair.

The policeman told him that he knew of one man who 
would fit this description. That would be Donald Macleod, 
locally known as ‘Ginger’. They both went to his house. 
Donald’s mother and sister told them that Donald had been 
in bed all night.

The gamekeeper insisted that Donald was definitely the man 
he had chased the night before. Donald was brought to trial. 
Sheriff Macinnes naturally did not take the case himself, but 
the substitute sheriff found Ginger guilty and sent him to 
jail for fourteen days. The Sheriff dismissed the statement 
given by Donald’s mother and sister on the grounds that the 
accused could easily have crept out of bed silently after they 
had gone to sleep.

How could any sheriff accept that identification by the 

gamekeeper in the darkest hour of the night? It may well 
be that Donald’s sentence was secretly agreed to before the 
trial. Everyone in the village knew that Ginger was innocent 
and that he was never a poacher, and they were grieved at 
the injustice of the court.

The real poacher went to the Fiscal at once and told them 
that Ginger was innocent. The Fiscal stated that he believed 
him but he pointed out that it was no longer in his hands 
and if there had been a miscarriage of justice, the correct 
procedure was to appeal. Ginger did not appeal. He could 
only ‘get off the hook’ by putting somebody else on it and, 
of course, he served his sentence.

Donald Macleod (Ginger) finished his sentence on the day 
of the Hospital Carnival. The young men of the village had 
a lorry ready for the Carnival procession. On it were half 
a dozen men with red hair and red beards. They had a her-
ring net with a few herring meshed in it and a huge banner 
with ‘The Red Haired Poachers of Back’ written on it in big 
letters. Donald Macleod was given a seat of honour on the 
lorry in the centre of the ‘Red Haired Poachers’.

Sheriff Macinnes was an interested spectator of the carnival 
procession and it was said that when the Back lorry came on 
the scene he left for home – ‘a’ chogais chiontach bithidh i 
gealtach’.

The following account of a local poaching court case from 1939 appeared in Litir Fiosrachadh (Comunn Eachdraidh Sgìr’ a’ 
Bhac).

A Case of Injustice - 1939

Back row: Norman Macleod (an Olach), Donald 
Macleod (Lasgain)

Second row: Mary Macleod (Coilear), Seonag Aonghais 
Dhòmhnaill, Normana, Willina Aonghais Dhòmhnaill

Front: Murchadh Aonghais Dhòmhnaill, Sheila a’ 
Phocaid, Ishbel (Willina), Angus Aonghais Dhòmhnaill

Back Colin Campbell; second row Margaret Macfarlane, Mary 
Campbell; third row Babell, John Mashie, John Macfarlane; front Mary 
Macfarlane, JN Macleod
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As the growing season now draws to a close we can-
not but marvel how much growth there has been in 
spite of adverse weather conditions.  At the time of 

penning this article, we had a national frost warning for the 
whole of the UK, which, at this time of year, is quite extraor-
dinary, making it an urgent matter to lift our corms and 
tubers, such as dahlias and begonias. It is best then to dry 
them in dry airy conditions.  The begonia corms are getting 
less in number each year, doubtless because of age.  The 
fuchsia pot plants will also be taken in and pruned, out of 
reach of the frost. Come the first warmth of Spring, they will 
soon develop new shoots.  Bulbs for the Spring should be 
planted by now.

The leeks have done very well this year and have been 
bagged for the freezer.  It is good to cut them before the 
frost touches them, to get the benefit of the green leaves.  

One of our problems this year is an apparent increase in 
the amount of slugs. This is something which we never 
used to have on this island, but they do make a mess of the 
potatoes and any other root vegetable which is left in the 
ground.  Perhaps this is due to climate change, as our sum-
mers seem to be much wetter and colder.  Slugs do thrive 
in wet conditions.

As winter sets in we must not forget our feathered friends, 
as our gardens would be very empty without them.  I 
recently purchased a sack of poultry grain, which was very 
reasonably priced, and which the garden birds seem to 
love, though it is recommended for hens and pheasants.  
This along with wild bird seed should ensure the survival of 
the birds for the winter.

From the Poileagan

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...

End of the Growing 
Season

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off 
slip and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or 
cash for £28.16 to mrs m. A. Davidson, New Street, 
back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £28.16
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Ingredients
•	 1 lb minced lamb 
•	 2 oz breadcrumbs
•	 1 medium onion
•	 4 cloves garlic
•	 1 tbsps ground cumin
•	 1 tbsps ground coriander
•	 2 tbsps chopped parsley
•	 4 tbsps vegetable oil for fry-

ing
•	 4 tbsps plain flour

 

Method
Put minced lamb into mixing bowl. 
Add finely chopped onion and crushed 
garlic. Add breadcrumbs, cumin, cori-
ander and parsley. Season well. Mix 
thoroughly using a wooden spoon or 
clean hands.

Shape into 16 balls using clean well 
floured hands. Heat oil in a large frying 
pan. Add balls a few at a time, fry till 
browned all over. Cook for 10-15 mins. 
Serve immediately.

Koftas
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Isean bhrèagh’ bhòidheach 
tha thu cho dòigheil  
seall a nuas bh’n speuran  
oir  tha thu còrdadh rium.

Is tusa tha cho aoibhneach 
is mise tha dha’d ionndrainn 
chan’eil latha na oidhche 
nach eil mi ag èisdeachd ri do sheinn.

Thàinig thu bho Nèamh 
is thug thu mòran gràdh dhomh 
O isean bhòidheach 
’s mor feum a rinn thu rium.

’S iomadh isean a tha air talamh  
ach chan eil do shamhail ann  
tha do chòta cho àlainn  
tha iomadh ite ann.

Tha thu seinn a h-uile latha  
A’ sealltainn troimh an uinneag  
’S iomadh smuain a thug thu dhòmhsa  
an uair a bha mo chridhe trom.

Tha thu nise air buaidh  

a thoirt air mo smuaintean  
agus iomadh latha teangail  
tha mi cuimhneachadh ort fèin.

Tha thu nise gabhail aire 
an uair a thèid mi mach sa’ mhadainn 
is seallaidh mi suas gu h-àrd 
agus tha thu sin a’ sealltainn rium.

O isean bhòidheach 
’s mòr gràdh bheir mi gu bràth dhut 
’S iomadh comhair a thug thu dhòmhsa 
gu bheil thu ag èisdeachd rium.

Tha mi nise dha do mholadh 
airson a h-uile prainn 
is tha mi faicinn gu bheil mo Shlànuighear 
A’ freagairt sinn gach latha.

Joan M Macleod (Joan a Warrior), 16b Coll 

MO ISEAN BHÒIDHEACH

Iain MacLeòid, no Iain a’ Bheel, 37 Am Bac

Iain MacChoinnich (Iain Beag 
Iain Thormoid), 26 Am Bac agus 
Aonghas Greumach (An Tangus) 27 
Am Bac



32

Material for  
publication in the DECEMBER issue of Loch a Tuath News 

must be in before WEDNESDAY 16th NOVEMBER 2011

Standing (left to right): Chirsty Maciver, 61 Coll; Katag 
Aonghais Fhearchaidh, Lower Bayble; Bellann Macleod, 
Branahuie; Chirsteen Feechie, Back; Sitting: Floraidh a’ 
Chran, Vatisker; Jean Stewart, Coll

The Original Lynn Maclean Dancers
Back row (left to right): Chrisanne Morrison, Mairi Stewart, Sheena Maclean, Sandra Campbell, Joanne Macritchie, 
Maureen Mackinnon
Third row: Julie Macritchie, Anna Maclean, Carol Mackinnon, Muriel Macrae, Anna Murray, Jayne Murray, Margaret 
Stewart, Erica Macdonald
Second row: Kay Black, Chrisanne Macsween, ? Macsween
Front row: unknown, Eilidh Macinnes, Mairead Maclean, Anncris Murray. To the left is Alice Maclean. Photo taken at a 
Christmas Show in Back School in the mid 80s.

Coll boys


