
1

JANUARY 2012Vol. 15  No. 9  £1.80

• Old Shops of Back  • Bathadh Mòr a’ Bhac  • Flying Without Wings   • Lewis Camanachd
Plus As na Bailtean, From the Manse, Back in Time, Anns a’ Ghàrradh and much more!

Loch a Tuath News Loch a Tuath News 
Citizenship Award 2011Citizenship Award 2011

BLIADHNA MHATH ÙR!



2

The Loch a Tuath
 News Team

Chairman
Norman MacRae, ‘Cnoc Bàn’, 
School Rd. Vatisker - 820954
macraenorman@hotmail.com
Vice Chairman
Willie MacLean, 42b Coll -
01851 820503
w.maclean@sky.com
Treasurer
Mairi Macleod, 
11b Coll  - 01851 820497
Secretary
Margaret Macleod, Millview, 34 
Gress - 01851 820768
Editor
Angus Morrison, 14 New Street, 
Back - 01851 820354
angusmorrison@ukgateway.net

Layout
www.sealgar.co.uk
Distribution
Norman MacRae, ‘Cnoc Bàn’, 
School Rd. Vatisker - 820954
Subscription Organiser
Mary Ann Davidson, New St, Back
Advertising
Donald A. Stewart, 28 New Street, 
Stornoway - 704877
d.stewart11@btinternet.com
Editorial Committee
Rev Calum Iain Macleod, Free 
Church Manse, Back - 820317
Dorothy Kennedy, ‘Aldorville’ 
Vatisker - 820650 
Angus Maclennan, Tamana, 14 
Gress - 820615
Rona Macdonald, Dalriada, Gress - 
820751
Kenneth MacIver, 11 Upper Coll -  
820239 - kamaciver@hotmail.com
Chrissie Bell Urpeth, 6 New Street, 
Back - 820459
Village Correspondents
Upper Coll - Kenneth MacIver, 11 
Upper Coll - 820239 - 
kamaciver@hotmail.com
Coll - Ishbal MacLean, 42b Coll  - 
820503 - w.maclean@sky.com
Back/Vatisker - Neil Murray, The 
Anvil, Vatisker - 820261
Gress - Donalda Murray, 21 Gress -
820225 / Ishbel Macdonald, 31 
Gress - 820392
Tong - Joan Matheson, Still Water, 
Aird, Tong - 702144 - 
jmatheson1@btinternet.com

The views expressed in the Loch a 
Tuath News by named individuals, 
unless otherwise stated, are not 
necessarily endorsed by the LATN 
Editorial committee.

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: angusmorrison@ukgateway.net 
By post: 14 New Street, Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH 

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible.  If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the 
community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their 
free time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ 
of the district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 

If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal 
Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £2.42 to cover cost 
and postage. 

FÀILTE

 Welcome to the January edi-
tion of Loch a Tuath News. 
For the first edition of the new 

year we have another varied selection 
of content for you to enjoy. We are 
pleased to announce that the winner 
of the Loch a Tuath News Citizenship 
Award 2011 is Willie Macdonald 
(Uilleam Mhurdigan), or Wee Willie as 
he is popularly known. Willie received 
the most votes in the ballot and he 
is being recognized for his work with 
the youth in the community. We offer 
him our hearty congratulations on this 
achievement. He was very surprised 
to be presented with the award at 
the school on the last day of term. 
Last month we had an article about a’ 
Bhùth Dhearg, or Bùth Maggie. This 
month, in response to that article, 
Mal Macleod has provided us with a 
piece reminiscing on the shops in the 
Brevig area, particularly Bùth Mairi 
Choinneach Ruaraidh. It is always a 
pleasure to receive articles or feed-
back in response to items that have 
previously appeared in the magazine 
so if you have anything of interest 
then please do get in touch with us. 
We have an article on the tragedy of 
Bathadh Mòr a’ Bhac, in which nine-
teen men from the district lost their 
lives in December 1894. We also have 

a very interesting article by Tony Dicks 
of Keeper’s Lodge, Gress, with an 
account of how he and his wife came 
to be in Lewis and of his dangerous 
but important work as a helicopter 
winchman. Lewis Camanachd have 
been doing extremely well of late and 
a number of their players hail from the 
Loch a Tuath area so we have an arti-
cle highlighting their recent successes, 
for which we congratulate them. We 
also have an update from Hebrides 
Alpha, regarding their work in Upper 
Coll and we have news from Back 
Bowling Club. 

As well as all of that, we also have our 
usual regular features too, such as 
From the Manse, Back in Time, From 
the Archives, Duilleag na Gàidhlig, a 
recipe and Anns a’ Ghàrradh.  Many 
thanks to those of you who have con-
tributed to this month’s issue. 

The Loch a Tuath News Committee 
would like to take this opportunity to 
wish our readers, contributors and 
advertisers a very happy and prosper-
ous new year.

Cover photo: Willie Macdonald being 
presented with the Loch a Tuath 
News Citizenship Award 2011 by Rev 
Calum I Macleod.
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open to the Lord’s people. Her friend-
ship and fellowship, so warm and 
sincere shall be sadly missed by her 
friends and relatives.

To her devoted daughter Sandra in 
Edinburgh, her only surviving brother 
Neil in the old family home, her extend-
ed family especially the grandchildren 
and to her old friends, we extend our 
deepest sympathy, with the knowledge 
that they will forever be thankful for the 
remembrance of all that she was to 
them.

“Cha tèid do ghrian tuilleadh sìos, ni 
mò dhorchaichear do ghealach.”

(Contributed)

Sympathy

The sincere sympathy of the com-
munity is extended to Rev. Dr I D 
Campbell, his wife Anne and their 
family who experienced the sad pass-
ing of Anne’s mother - Mrs Christina 
Davidson, whose own family home 
was in Plasterfield.

Her death took place at the Point 
Free Church Manse at The Braighe.  
There she was lovingly and devotedly 
nursed in her last illness.  Chrissie 
Davidson enjoyed good health well 
into her 80s with the result that she 
was very regular and attentive at the 
means of Grace.  She was a professing 
Christian for many years and continued 
to adorn her Christian witness until the 
end.  When that time came her faith 
never faltered and her confidence in 
her Saviour remained unshaken.  

A verse composed by a distinguished 
Dell man in a marbhrann to another 
Christian lady from Dell is not inappro-
priate to conclude this brief tribute:

“Thug E tearaint dhachaigh thu
A-steach don bhaile dhion
Far am bi luchd-àiteachaidh
Ri deàlradh mar a’ ghrian
Is chì thu ’n sin an Slànaighear
Dhan tug thu gràdh a-riamh
S cha dealaich beath’ na bàs thu
Bhon a’ ghràdh tha ann an Criosd.”

Happy Birthday

Happy Birthday greetings are sent 
to Mrs Peggy MacDonald, Fasgadh, 
Vatisker, who celebrated her 80th 
birthday on Thursday 15th December.  
Shortly afterwards her husband William 
reached his 83rd birthday.  In spite of 
a life of hard work and service to the 
community both are still fit and very 
youthful looking!

AS NA 
BAILTEAN

BACK / VATISKER

The Late Henrietta A Macmillan

Henrietta Macmillan

It was with sadness that the com-
munity learned of the passing of 
Henrietta Ann Macmillan (Eirig Anna 
Ailig Ruairidh) at the Western Isles 
Hospital on 19 November 2011. Born 
in 1920, she was number four in the 
family of five sons and two daughters 
of Alexander and Kate Murray, 9 Back. 
In the years preceding and following 
the war she was a diligent and valued 
employee in domestic service at loca-
tions in Cheshire and Glasgow and 
then at the hotels in Oban and Troon 
where she enjoyed the company of so 
many other girls from Back.

Her wartime service was spent in the 
NAAFI and it was while based at the 
radar station in Ness that she met her 
future husband John Murdo Macmillan 
of Shader, Point. His occupation as 
a Maths/Science teacher and then 
Head Teacher took the young couple 
to various locations on the island - 
most notably to Leurbost in 1952 and 
then to Back in 1969 from where John 
Murdo retired to Stornoway after nine 
years of dedicated service to our local 
community. Following her beloved 
husband’s death in 1990 she moved to 
the Kirk Care flats on Lewis Street and 
then to the loving care of Dun Berisay 
when her health declined.

Eirig Anna will be fondly remembered 
for her kindness and the warmth of 
her hospitality. In the early 1960s she 
made public profession of her faith, 
under the preaching of the late Rev 
Donald Gillies and thereafter she was a 
faithful supporter of the Lord’s cause in 
each of the congregations with which 
she was connected.  She was an intel-
ligent, exercised and highly respected 
Christian - a person in whose heart 
and life the cause of Christ was 
supreme and whose home was always 

Congratulations to Annie Stewart 
(banntrach Seoras Shoyan) who cel-
ebrated her 90th birthday on the 28th 
November.  She enjoyed a tea party 
with family and friends in Dun Eisdean.

Annie Stewart

Cancer Research

The amount raised in the house to 
house collection for the Back/Vatisker 
area was £625.40. Thanking all collec-
tors.

COLL

Bereavements 

It is with great sorrow that we learned 
that Norman Macleod (formerly 38 Coll 
and Stornoway), or Tormod Normana 
as he was affectionately known, had 
passed away. He had moved away to 
the mainland when his mother passed 
away. He was lovingly cared for by his 
niece Sheena, daughter of Mary Ann, 
until the end. To Mary Ann and fam-
ily, Angus and family and of course 
Sheena and family we extend the sym-
pathy of the community. His cousins 
John Norman, Christina and family, 58 
Coll; Mabel, Iain and family, 17 Coll; 
Sine, Alex and family, 17 Coll; Chrissie 
Bella and the Rev Alasdair Smith, 71 
Coll (Old Post Office); and all other 
relatives, friends and neighbours are in 
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our thoughts at this sad time.

Our sympathy also goes to Peggy 
Macleod and John Norman, 
‘Columbia’, 42b Coll, on the sud-
den passing of Peggy’s auntie Peggy 
Macleay from Barvas who passed 
away in Raigmore Hospital, Inverness. 
To all other family, friends and neigh-
bours we also extend our sympathy. 
Also in our thoughts at this time is 
Norman Graham and family, 25a Coll, 
on the passing away of his sister 
Marina who lived in England.

Wedding Congratulations

Gary Macleod and Nicola Parkes

Gary Macleod and Nicola Parkes were 
married on 5 August 2011 at the APC 
Church, Stornoway. Gary is the son of 
DB and Effie Macleod, 12 Broadbay 
View, Back, and Nicola is the daughter 
of Craig and Donna Parkes, Garrabost, 
Point.

Cancer Research

The Cancer Research Committee 
would like to thank the collectors and 
contributors for the Coll area. The sum 
of £287.67 was collected in the recent 
door to door collection. Well done to 
everyone. 

In Hospital

Our best wishes go to Mary Ann 
Macleod (banntrach Iain Darraidh), 42a 
Coll, who at the time of writing was in 
the Western Isles Hospital after a nasty 
fall in her own home. We wish you all 
the best for a speedy recovery. 

Annie Maclean (banntrach Tash), 12 
Coll, spent a couple of days in the 
Western Isles Hospital. Annie is back 
home and we hope she is feeling much 
better. 

Happy New Year

We would like to wish all our readers 
from near and far a happy and a pros-
perous New Year.

GRESS

Graduation

Congratulations to Catriona Maclennan 
(nighean Lemon) who graduated on 4th 
November at Inverness Cathedral from 
the University of Stirling with a BSc 
in Professional Practice. Catriona is a 
C.S.N. (Clinical Support Nurse) in the 
Western Isles hospital.

Catriona Maclennan

Congratulations also to Matthew 
Seddon, son of Roger and Chrissie 
(No. 41), who graduated on the same 
day in Inverness Cathedral from the 
University of Stirling with a BSc in 
Adult Nursing. We wish Matthew well 
in his chosen career and in his nursing 
post at Blàr Buidhe.

Matthew Seddon

Engagement

We send congratulations to Euan 
Morrison, son of Willie Angus and 
Tina, who became engaged to Claire 
Mackay (Newmarket) in October. We 
send our good wishes to you both.

Bereavements

Angus Macdonald (Pedro)

Our sympathy is extended to the fam-
ily of Angus Macdonald (Pedro), who 
died on 28th November aged 76 years 
in the Western Isles Hospital. He had 
been unwell for a while but was still 
able to get out in his car. Angus went 
to sea when he was 16 years old and 
spent many years there before coming 
home and going to the fishing. He then 
went back to sea again before finally 
retiring and spending his last working 
days in Arnish. He was a quiet man but 
enjoyed company and driving his car 
around and giving lifts to anyone who 
needed one. 

He leaves behind his widow Murdina 
and family, Joan, Margaret, Murdo and 
Angus. We send our sympathy to them 
all and their families and to Murdo, 
Dolina and Jackie and their families.

Belated sympathy is also sent to 
Kathleen and John Ferguson (No. 11) 
and family on the death of her dear 
aunt Dolina Macleod in November. We 
also think of Willie and the family.

New Homes

We welcome two families to the village, 
both having been brought up here: 
Donald (mac a’ Phrem) and his wife 
Donna and the children Eva and Angus 
into number 51 and next door Jamie 
and Isobel Maclennan (nighean Willie 
Angus and Tina) and their son Kieran. 
They are calling their house ‘The 
Cuillins’. We hope they will be very 
happy in their new homes.
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Snow Slopes

The snow slopes on ‘Sìthean Roisian’ 
opened early this year and the children 
were once again out with their sledges. 
Now the rain has arrived but they are 
hoping for more snow over the holi-
days!

Wedding

Mairi MacQueen and Alan Hay were 
married in Inverness on November 5th. 
Mairi is the daughter of Willina (Allan 
Hector, 35 Gress) and the late Neil 
MacQueen, Kyle of Lochalsh.

Mairi MacQueen and Alan Hay

TONG

Condolences

The sincere sympathy of the communi-
ty is extended to Mrs Nora Macdonald, 
1 Milking Hill, following the loss of her 
brother John Marvin in Stornoway. We 
assure herself and her family that they 
are in our thoughts at this time.

Our sincere sympathy is also extended 
to Mrs. Annie Maciver following the 
death of her husband Donald John 
in Inverness. Annie (Mackenzie) was 
brought up at 33 Aird Tong. We also 
remember their two daughters Donna 
and Moira and grandson Callan as 
they mourn the loss of their father and 
grandfather.

Congratulations

Married at Tong Meeting House on 
September 2nd 2011 were Anna and 
Alex Carmichael. Anna is the daughter 
of Alice and the late John Alex Mackay, 
28 Aird Tong. Alex is the son of Dolina 
and the late John Carmichael, 65 
Springfield Road. The marriage service 
was conducted by Rev. Calum Iain 
Macleod, Back.

Anna and Alex Carmichael

Cancer Research UK

Cancer Research UK would like to sin-
cerely thank the collectors and all those 
who contributed to the house to house 
collection. £410.65 was raised for this 
very worthy cause.

UPPER COLL

Birthdays

Two of our worthies have reached 
landmarks. Alasdair Stewart, No. 13, 
recently celebrated his 80th birthday.  
He certainly doesn’t look it. The daily 
cuairt to the tràigh would seem to be a 
prescription that is much to be recom-
mended.

Chrissie Maclean, Criosaidh a’ 
Bhreacain, No. 26, has celebrated her 
60th birthday and has retired from her 
job as a nurse in the surgical ward in 
Ospadal nan Eilean. We won’t mention 
her age again but we do wish her a 
very happy retirement.

Congratulations

We join in the congratulations to Willie 
Macdonald (Uilleam Mhurdaigean), 
Gearraidh Ghuirm, on him being 
named LATN’s Citizen of the Year. It is 
good that his years of unsung service 
amongst the children of the community 
have been recognised. It is fitting that 
such recognition is given to those who 
give of their time, over and above what 
could be expected, although, as in 
Willie’s case, recognition is not sought.  

Cancer Research 

A total of £163.99 was collected in Col 
Uarach for the Cancer Research char-
ity. The organisers wish to pass on their 
thanks and to ask if anyone is willing to 
collect for them in Gearraidh Ghuirm. 
Any volunteers should phone Anna 
Margaret 70 2263. 

Get Well 

We wish Calum Iain Graham, Bruinish, 
a speedy recovery after his spell in hos-
pital in Inverness.  We hope he takes it 
easy as he gets over his second spell 
of ill health in recent times. 

Welcome to Col Uarach 

We take Col Uarach for granted. Others 
chose it as the place they want to 
make their home. We welcome Mick 
and Karen White to No. 10a. Just what 
was ordered, a doctor and a nurse next 
door to the writer. An dòchas nach bi 
feum air (hopefully he won’t be need-
ed). Tha e ag ionnsachadh na Gàidhlig. 
We hope they enjoy their time with us.

Mind you we are not sure about the 
doctor’s wisdom. He is, like Eddie 
Richards at No. 11a, a surfing enthu-
siast. Cold mornings riding the waves. 
Nach ann oirnn a thàinig an dà latha an 
Col Uarach.

Poor Eddie, super fit PE teacher Eddie, 
is temporarily off his feet. He hurt him-
self; no, not surfing, but teaching the 
West Side children how to dance. In his 
beloved golfing parlance a bit below 
par but we wish him a speedy recovery. 
Maybe the surfing is safer after all!

Correction
We have been asked to point out 
that, contrary to what was stated 
in last month’s issue, the proceeds 
from Jock Murray’s book ‘The 
Whaler of Scotland Yard’ are not to 
be contributed to charity.

Annual Senior Citizens’ Dinner
The annual Senior Citizens’ Dinner, organised by Back Community Council, 
will take place on Saturday 21 January in Sgoil a’ Bhac. Entertainment will be 
provided after the meal. 

If you require transport then please contact Joan Maclean, tel no. 820581, or 
Jane Matheson, tel no.  820537. 
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Loch a Tuath News 
Citizenship Award 
2011

The winner of the Loch a Tuath News Citizen of the 
Year award is Willie Macdonald, Gearraidh Ghuirm, 
known to most of us as Uilleam Mhurdigan, and to the 

children of the district as Wee Willie. Willie received most 
nominations this year and at the December meeting of the 
Loch a Tuath News Committee it was unanimously agreed 
that he was a worthy winner of the award.

It was most fitting that Willie received his award from com-
mittee member Rev Calum Iain Macleod in front of the 
primary children of Back School, as it is Willie’s work with 
the children which led to him being nominated. He works 
with the children in the Back Football Development Club, 
accompanies children on school and sports trips and 
invests a huge amount of energy and commitment, over 
and above any contractual obligations, into his work with 
the children. He would be a very rich man if he had been 
paid for all the hours he has spent with them over the last 
six and a half years.

There was huge excitement amongst the children when they 

heard Willie named as Citizen of the Year. Neither they nor 
Willie knew why they had been called to the school hall. 
Committee member Cllr. Kenneth MacIver addressed them 
and firstly called on Treasurer Mrs Mary Macleod to hand 
over a bound copy of Volumes 13 and 14 of the Loch a 
Tuath News to Headteacher Mrs Agnes Macdonald, to be 
placed in the school library for reference purposes. Then 
he announced the real reason for them gathering together. 
Willie didn’t know what to say. The children couldn’t contain 
themselves.     

All this happened in the middle of a power cut on the last 
day of term. It was a sparkling occasion enjoyed by all. 
When it was all over Willie realised he had been mop-
ping the sweat of his embarrassment from his brow, not 
with a cloth he had in his hand all the time, but with a 
Development Club shirt one of the parents had handed him.

Congratulations from the Loch a Tuath News Committee to 
this year’s winner of the Citizen of the Year award.

Hot Tub

Jock and Donalda Murray, 21 Gress, were recently away in Inverness when their front garden flooded due to a bag 
blocking the drain. Luckily it was discovered by their daughter Catriona when she came to feed the hens. Fortunately 
there was no damage. David Maclennan and Sandy the dog had a good swim! 

Above: Willie Macdonald (Uilleam Mhurdigan), Loch a Tuath 
News’s Citizen of the Year 2011, surrounded by some of the 
children he works with.

Left: At the ceremony, Mary Macleod also handed over a 
bound volume of Loch a Tuath News to Headteacher Agnes 
Macdonald, for the school library.
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Originally from Middlesborough in the north east of 
England, I left to fulfill a childhood ambition of join-
ing the marines. I passed out as a Royal Marines 

Commando in July 1997 after 10 months training and was 
stationed in Arbroath for the next four years. However, I 
was hardly there and visited 17 countries in the first twelve 
months of training. 

During my time in the corps I took part in conflicts in Iraq, 
Kosovo, Northern Ireland and conducting anti piracy patrols 
in the Far East but at the four year point of being ‘on the 
ground’ I transferred to the aircrew branch, becoming a 
Commando Aircrewman, which meant operating Seaking 
helicopters by day and night, in all conditions, carrying out 
tasking from reconnaissance to transporting troops and 
supplies to wherever they were needed. 

Most years, we went to Norway for 3 months of mountain 
and Arctic training which involved lots of flying, lots of ski-
ing  (but not much drinking as it was almost £7 per pint) 
and having to get used to the 23½ hours a ‘day’ of total 
darkness! Little did I know back then that the harsh Arctic 
winters would stand me in good stead for living on Lewis; 
however we did stop working at minus 30 and return to our 
tents!

There was the polar opposite in Iraq, where we couldn’t 
start the helicopters above 45 degrees because of engine 
limitations and this happened most days usually between 
11am till 4pm. But the hardest thing about Iraq was trying 
to sleep at night in a bombed out office building where tem-
peratures only drop to +28 degrees.  

After flying frontline for a few years I opted for something 
different and got the opportunity to become a winchman 
at Prestwick with the Navy on a Search and Rescue flight, 
which is where I met my wife, Carly. 

I spent three years at Prestwick and one of my first jobs 
was the rescue of Canadian submariners on HMCS 
Chicoutimi, which had caught fire and was adrift in the 
Atlantic after being sold to the Canadians only 2 days ear-
lier by the British! 

Other memorable jobs included my ice climber’s job; like 
something out of a cartoon, a girl was free climbing (no 
ropes) up an ice wall, and fell, hitting a climber below, who 

was attached by rope to a fellow climber and they fell, 
in turn hitting another climber attached to another – and 
they fell, leaving 5 ice climbers at the bottom of the slope. 
Unbelievably after falling almost 500’ with ice axes and 
crampons, the worst injury was a broken leg! 

It was after this rescue that I got my first brush with fame 
and made the front page of The Sun (and four more pages 
inside), all because of a name badge! We all used to wear 
humorous name badges such as Gerry Atrick, Stan Dupp, 
Phil Landers etc. The Sun had a photo of me with Princess 
Anne at an award ceremony in London. I had no idea where 
they got the photo because I didn’t even have a copy!  

When I was due to return to flying with the marines, jobs 
came up working with the coastguard so this is where I now 
find myself. I started travelling around all the coastguard 
SAR bases in the UK, and then eventually ended up here 
in Stornoway in 2008. By some fate of coincidence, a job 
was advertised on the islands for a P.E teacher, which Carly 
qualified as only weeks earlier, and she got the job! History 
repeating itself, when her relative, Brian Rodman, moved 
from Ayrshire to Uist to become the P.E teacher 30 years 
ago. Previous to that she qualified as a Sports Therapist 
and was the team physio for Ayr Rugby Club.

On coming to the island, after months of looking for some-
where to rent, we got extremely lucky in finding Keeper’s 
Cottage in Gress and now we can usually be found running 
the Gress loops or up to the mast in preparation for the 
next triathlon or Carly is found in Back Football Club teach-
ing Zumba on Wednesday nights 6 – 7pm.

Carly, aka Miss Rodman (for some reason she does not 
want to be known as Mrs. Dicks at school!), is now the 
latest teacher to join the Nicolson after three years of trav-
elling around various schools as far afield as Pairc and 
Leverhulme. 

We originally had a four year plan when moving here, with 
the intention of getting back to Ayrshire but now, having 
lived up here for almost four years, we can’t think of any-
where better to start a family as newlyweds and are always 
on the lookout for the right house, or plot of land.

T ony Dicks

Working as a winchman The article in the Sun

Flying Without WingsFlying Without Wings
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From the Manse
Read the Bible In A Year

We are all being told that we are not reading enough.  
Whether it’s an actual book or an e-book via the latest 
Kindle, we are without excuse.  The marketplace is flooded 
with a vast choice of books.  Perhaps you’ve drawn up 
your reading list for 2012.  Is there a slot in your reading 
plan for the Bible?  

I am looking forward to reading my Bible again from  cover 
to cover during 2012.  Although I read my Bible on a 
daily basis for sermon preparation and personal reading I 
benefit greatly from using a Bible reading plan for a more 
disciplined approach.  A structured daily reading schedule 
ensures that I will read my Bible in its entirety every year.  

I use Robert Murray M’Cheyne’s ‘Read The Bible In A Year’ 
reading schedule.  His ‘Calendar for reading through the 
Word of God in a year’ was originally intended for the use 
of his own congregation at St Peter’s in Dundee.  Writing 
at the end of 1842, shortly before his death, M’Cheyne told 
his congregation: ‘It has long been in my mind to prepare a 
scheme of Scripture reading…so that the whole Bible might 
be read once by you in the year, and all might be feeding in 
the same portion of the green pasture at the same time.’

The Calendar gives four passages (usually four chapters) 
for each day of the year.  In this way, the entire Bible is 
read once and the New Testament and Psalms twice in the 
course of a year.  

M’Cheyne suggests that our private reading should be the 
first thing we do in the morning.  God’s voice should be the 
first we hear.  He also suggests that we should mark two or 
three verses which seem richest to us and pray over them.  
Good advice!

There are many good reading plans available.  M’Cheyne’s 
reading schedule is excellent and worth considering if you 
are interested.  It will cost you no more than £0.30p.  It may 
well be the best investment you make at the outset of this 
year.  What better than to commit yourself to reading the 
Bible every day?  It’s not easy.  In fact it is a very challeng-
ing discipline.  But, it is incredibly rewarding.  Why not try it!  
You will not be disappointed. 

The American evangelist Billy Graham once said, ‘The Bible 
is not an option; it is a necessity.  You cannot grow spiritu-
ally without it.’  He also said ‘The Bible is to your soul what 
bread is to your body.  You need it daily.  One good meal 
does not suffice for a lifetime.’

I encourage you to make the Bible, God’s Word, your daily 
bread for 2012.  It will feed you and nourish you all year.  
Eat and enjoy!

Calum I Macleod 

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services in 
Back and Tong during January 2012 are as follows:

Back

Sunday 1 January
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod 
  (New Year’s Day Service)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 8 January
10:30am: Rev Calum I Macleod 
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 15 January
10.30am: Rev Calum I Macleod
12 Noon: Dr George Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 22 January
10:30am: Mr Alex Macritchie
12 Noon: Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)
6pm:  Dr Marten Walker

Sunday 29 January
10:30am: Rev Calum I Macleod
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House

Sunday 8 January
6pm:  Mr Neil Murray (Gaelic) 

Sunday 15 January
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Family Service) 
Sunday 22 January
12 Noon: Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

January Service Times 

Monthly Family Service
               Tong Mission House                         Every 3rd Sunday @ 12 Noon.

Next Service Sunday 15 January     ::     Preacher: Rev Calum I Macleod

Everyone Welcome
(With Crèche facilities)
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Reading Ishbel Mackenzie’s nostalgic account of the 
Bùth Dhearg brought back fond memories of some of 
the other shops that were a familiar part of my own 

growing up.

If memory serves me (and someone can correct me if I’m 
wrong), before Bùth Maggie re-located to the main road 
adjacent to the school, it was one of three shops known 
collectively as ‘na Seadaichean’ that were located at the 
Cachaileith, or crossroads, of Buaile na h-Ochd and Brevig. 
The shops belonged to Maggie, Katag Broon and Mairi 
Choinneach Ruaraidh and in the 1940s and 1950s were the 
hub of village life and provided a good living for the families 
involved. Each shop had its own regular clientele and there 
was a fair bit of friendly rivalry between them. However, 
then, not long after the war when ration books were the 
norm, families had to register with a certain shop and were 
restricted to using just that one, which meant that competi-
tion was restricted and each probably got a fair share of the 
business.

Our family’s shopping was done at Buth Màiri and it is the 
shop that I was more familiar with.  Probably because we 
were friends of the family, from a very young age I was 
allowed to help out in the shop – no doubt much more of 
a hindrance than a help then when I think back – but as I 
got older I was given more responsibility and occasionally 
when I was in my early teens was even allowed to open up 
and look after the shop for a day on occasion. It became 
a source of valuable pocket money when a shilling for a 
Saturday stint was a source of great riches. When rationing 
was in force, stock was fairly restricted, but as time went 
on, more and more strange (to us) goods began to appear. 
I well remember the first banana that I saw and the puz-
zle of figuring out how to peel and eat it! The oranges that 

appeared soon after the war were also a great novelty, and 
tins of fruit, usually just peaches and pears, and canned 
peas and beans were an absolute marvel!  

The routine on a Saturday afternoon was to write out the 
‘lines’ of the stock that was required for the coming week 
and then it was my job to take those lists of goods up to 
Seòras Shoyan at the Garage (where Gordon’s shops are 
now situated) for him to collect from Kenny Maclennan’s 
and Tod’s wholesalers on Monday with his lorry. I remember 
trying to persuade Màiri that she should introduce new lines 
of goods but as she was a bit set in her ways usually to no 
avail, although occasionally she would try out new stuff. 
Deliveries were a highlight and there were some most days. 
It was then that news of the happenings in Stornoway and 
other villages was exchanged and was always a source of 
great banter and interest. As well as the goods from the 
wholesalers, bakery was delivered twice a week, always 
from the Creagans in Laxdale. I can still remember the smell 
of the fresh loaves that had been newly baked that morn-
ing and the great taste of the Creagan biscuits that I have 
never found an equal to. Paraffin was also sold and was 
delivered by tanker from Kenny Maclennan in Stornoway. 
It was stored in a small tank situated behind the door and 
sold in gallon cans to the customers. I often think that if a 
health and safety inspector from today were to walk into the 
shop he would recoil with horror at the sight and shut down 
the place immediately! The paraffin was stored behind the 
door less than a couple of yards from the roll of bacon that 
lay on the counter top, and from the butter, cheese and 
dried goods like flour and sugar that were stored on boxes 
behind the counter. There was no running water in the 
shop and no washing facilities but if anyone gave a second 
thought to the fact that after pouring a gallon of paraffin for 
a customer, Mary would then cut bacon or butter by hand 

Old Shops of Back

Left to right: Màiread Chaluim ‘an Bhàird; Bellann Dhòmhnaill Mhic Dhòmhnaill; Màiri Choinnich Ruairidh; Katag Broon. Taken at 
the said shops ‘Na Seadaichean’.



11

with no thought of washing, it was never mentioned! And 
yet, although hygiene played no part whatsoever in the 
premises, I cannot ever recall anyone complaining or suffer-
ing ill effects from anything bought there.

What I did not appreciate at the time was the importance 
of the shop and others like it as social hubs in our villages. 
It was a regular meeting place for the locals, and although 
when younger, the conversations and banter was way 
above my head, thinking back I realise how much discus-
sion of home and world affairs took place there. This was 
before the advent of television – even radios were few and 
far between – and word of mouth was how news and views 
were imparted. There were some great characters, male and 
female, living in Vatisker at that time, and all used to meet 
in the shop. The arguments and discussions could and did 
get very heated at times with no holds barred, and I can 
remember some very contentious times. However, as a rule, 
there were no hard feelings afterwards – until the next time! 
Kenny Tweed, Bropsy, An Giobanach, Hugary, banntrach 
Sgloogan, Alan Choinneach Bhig, John Murdo, Chirsty Bell 
Aonghas Ruaidh, bean Aonghais Iomhair are a few of the 
regular customers that come to mind and each could give 
as much as they took. Màiri would always get her sharp 
digs into the discussions – this did not help matters much 
but certainly added to the liveliness of the arguments.

Although the shops are long gone now and few people 
remember that they ever existed, after closing down, 
Màiri’s shed was put to good use for many more years as 
a weaving shed for neighbour Ruaraidh a’ Chèic. In this 
reincarnation it again became an equally important part of 
the village and many a good argument and discussion was 
had there by myself and by others. But that is another story 
that maybe, if memory and time permits, I’ll be able to write 
sometime.

Mal Macleod

Màiri Choinnich Ruairidh and her father, Coinneach Mòr 
Ruairidh

Brownies

Back and Tong Brownies would like to sincerely thank 
everyone who supported our recent Coffee Morning.  
We raised £378.92!  A huge thank you to all who came 
along, to those who helped out on the day, and to 
those who donated baking and raffle prizes.Alexina Beaton, 18 Upper Coll; John Morrison, 10 Coll

Kenny Graham, Zena Macdonald, Willie Macleod, taken 
on May Holiday 1957 at the Back hall
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Bàthadh Mòr a’ Bhac, the drowning disaster in Broad 
Bay on 22nd December 1894, was a major tragedy 
for the Loch a Tuath district. Altogether 19 men from 

the district died in the disaster, which was caused by a sud-
den change in the weather conditions while the men were 
out fishing. 

Broad Bay had long been one of the richest fishing grounds 
in the UK. Fishing in Broad Bay, however, was a hazardous 
occupation and the villages of Back suffered a number of 
tragedies throughout the nineteenth century. In the thirty 
year period up to 1894 sixty-nine fishermen from the Back 
area were drowned in storms while out fishing.

On the dark, ominously calm night of 22nd December 
1894, ten boats put to sea to fish. While the boats were 
out at sea, a terrible hurricane from the North East sud-
denly sprang up, driving the boats to the rocks at the 
head of the Bay. Some of the boats had been stopped 
from going to sea by Alex Graham (grandfather of the late 
Donald Graham, ‘Dòmhnall Sgurt’) whose home was in the 
Poileagan area of Back. He was an old man at the time, 
and was actually due to go out in place of his son who was 
in the Royal Naval Reserve, and doing one month’s drill in 
Stornoway. When he got to the beach he lay down and put 
his ear to the shingle in order to hear the sound of the sea. 
He warned them not to put to sea.

Another old man from Point, Aonghas Phortair, also warned 
the Point men not to go out after following them to the 
shore at Portnaguran. They reluctantly turned back home 
after being warned that the night was going to ‘come out’ 
with dreadful weather. There were no boats out from Tong 
as they were waiting for the turn of the tide. The wind blast-
ed before they left home. 

Of the ten boats out when the storm came on, three of 
them were lost. Those were Geòla a’ Ghobha, a 15 ft Leith 
boat which broke up at Sgeir a’ Mhircean, Tong, with the 
loss of five men; Eathar Chodaidh, a boat of 21 feet which 
was lost on Langa Sgeir, near Melbost, with the loss of six 
men; and Sgoth Nèill Breabadair, a Ness-built 16 feet keel 
boat, which was lost on the rough stretch of shore called 
Cladach an Airgid, between Melbost and Aignish, with the 
loss of eight men. The men lost on Geòla a’ Ghobha were 
Angus Maciver, 17 Back, aged 60; Angus Campbell, 14 
Back, aged 40; Donald Ferguson, 10 Back, aged 58; Donald 
Ferguson, 10 Back, (Donald’s son), aged 19; John Morrison, 
Vatisker, aged 19. The men lost on Eathar Chodaidh were 
Donald Macleod, 26 Back, aged 67; Murdo Macleod, 4 
Back, aged 58; Donald Macleod, Murdo’s son, aged 27; Iain 
Macleod, 37 Back, aged 24; James Maciver, 17 Back, skip-
per, aged 24; Duncan Mackay, 23 Back, aged 58. The men 

lost on Sgoth Nèill Breabadair were Kenneth Maclennan, 25 
Back, aged 31; Iain Maclennan, 25 Back, aged 28; Angus 
Maclennan, 25 Back, aged 25 (these three brothers were 
the sons of Neil Maclennan and his wife Mary Maciver (bal-
aich Nèill Breabadair); Kenneth Macdonald, 29 Back, aged 
27; George Graham, 16 Back, aged 23; Angus Graham, 15 
Back, aged 44; Finlay Morrison, 2 Back, aged 20; Murdo 
Mackay, 23 Back, aged 20.

Other boats out that night were Morning Star, New Truelove, 
Sgoth Mhic Cudaigh, Sgoth Ruaraidh Choinnich Sheòrais, 
Sgoth Phico, Geòla Sheòrais Oig and Geòla Dhonnchaidh. 
Those boats were saved, at Melbost, Brevig, Coll and 
Tong. There were only three of a crew in Geòla Sheòrais 
Oig, two from Back and Coinneach Beag Macleod, born 
in North Tolsta, brought up in Vatisker and married in Coll.  
At the height of the gale one of the men shouted that they 
would be driven on the rocks.  There was no lighthouse 
at Tiumpan Head at that time to give any guidance.  “We 
will not,” replied Kenneth.  “My mother’s prayers will not 
let me on the rocks tonight,” and they didn’t, for even after 
the other two gave up rowing from exhaustion, Coinneach 
never gave up.  Great was the surprise of people on 
Melbost beach when they saw a small boat coming out of 
the murk to seaward, with one man handling two oars.  On 
beaching the boat, Kenneth collapsed and put up some 
blood.  He never really recovered from his exertions that 
night.  He died when quite young and is buried in Gress 
Cemetery. 

Donald Graham (Dòmhnall Piugh), Upper Coll, said that 
‘Sgoth Phico’ ran before the following sea with only the 
mast up. The night was so dark that they had no idea 
where they were heading. Fortunately they ended up on the 
sands of Coll Beach. A man from Coll, James Thompson 
(Seumas Mhurchaidh Sheumais), reported some boat near-
ing Coll beach. Angus Maciver (Russell), Coll, walked along 
the sands until he came upon the boat crew. He ran to 
Coll Farm where the tenant Mr Hunter, father of Charles 
Hunter, gave him food and a pail of warm milk for them, 
who then made their way home. Another boat skippered 
by John MacIver (am Bàn), Coll also landed up on the 
sands at the Braighe, as did a boat from Back belonging to 
Angus Macdonald (an Duke). In this boat one of the crew 
was Alexander Ferguson (Alasdair Nèill Iomhair), Vatisker, 
the well-known precentor. Just before landing he was sent 
over the boat’s side with a rope attached to him. After a 
few steps he ended up on the sandy beach. Thirteen of 
the bodies came ashore in the Melbost area. Nineteen men 
were lost but only eighteen of the bodies were recovered, 
some of them weeks later.

Bathadh Mòr 
a’ Bhac (The Great 
Back Drowning 
Disaster, 22nd 
December 1894) Cairn erected at Brevig in memory of those from the 

district who lost their lives fishing in Broad Bay
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Allan Hector, Gress; George Beaton, 12 Coll; Murdo Murray, 33 
Gress; Donald Murray, 33 Gress

Angusina Beaton (Macleod), 11 Coll; Annie 
Beaton (Maclean), 12 Coll. Having a ploigh 
“getting married”.

Billy Macfarlane, New Zealand; John Mashie; Norman Macfarlane, Florida; and Babell, 
Tong

Angus Graham, 27 Back, on the left, 
the uncle of Angus Graham (right)

Clann-nighean nan Sgadan, Stornoway, 1930: Katie Bell Fizar, 39 Coll; 
Barabal a’ Chogaidh, 49 Coll; Mairead 11 Coll; Catriona Golt, 2 Upper Coll; 
Grelig, 71 Coll; Mairi Ruadh, 71 Coll

Titan, 3 Upper Coll; Calum Alex, 8 
Upper Coll, on the machair
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The Wizard of Oz (by Martin Beaton) 

On the 19th December, at 1pm and at 7pm, over 400 par-
ents and children came to watch the pupils of Back School 
perform their well-prepared The Wizard of Oz play. 

Each show lasted two enjoyable, fun and active hours, 
during which there was dancing, singing and enthusiastic 
acting. All pupils were involved, stretching between the 
small Sgoil Araich and S2. Almost all children had a role. 
Main cast : Dorothy – Mairi Maclennan S2; Toto – Katie 
Carmichael S1; Tin Man – Stephen Drummond S2; Lions 
– Rachel Kate Macleod S2, Martin Beaton S2; Scarecrows 
– Sharyn Ferguson S2, Scott Macleod S2, Andrew Smith 
S1; Baby Munchkins – P1/2; Older Munchkins – P3/4; 
Bad Monkeys, Wizards and Witches, Scary Trees, Fairies - 
P5/6/7. 

There were many other parts and there was also a stage, 
sound and lighting crew.

A big thanks to Avril Duncan for the musical performances, 
Stephanie Sergeant for the direction, Peigi Mairi Nicholson 
for the costumes, Laura Maynard for the backdrop and the 
props, Ruaridh Macmillan (S1) for the preparation of the 
microphones, Noel Eadie for the sound, Donna Murray and 
Donna Macdonald for the scriptwriting.

Thanks to Ann Marie Murray and Sinead Mackay 
(Community Education) for their work this term with the Box 
Office group who prepared adverts for Isles FM, posters 
and programmes for the show.

£381 was raised on the day for Bethesda Hospice, through 
the raffle of a Christmas Cake baked by School Cook, Mary 
Stewart (£180) and a stall, organised by DR Macdonald 
from Bethesda, which raised £201. 

The Back School Parent Council raised £285 by raffling 
thirteen hampers. 

Thanks to all the parents for donations and local busi-
nesses for their contributions: Home Improvement Centre; 
Paint-a-Pot; The White House; Delights.

Christmas Service 

Rev CI Macleod and pupils of G5/6/7 held the Christmas 
Service on Thursday 22 December at 11am. 

Rhys Wins Future Chef Competition (By Mark Maclean)

S2 pupil, Rhys Pritchard won the 2011 Sgoil a’ Bhac 
Future Chef Competition on Wednesday, 16th November. 
Altogether ten S1/2 pupils took part.

Home Economics 
teacher Ruth 
Campbell organ-
ised the competi-
tion which was judged by Kathleen Murray and Alasdair 
Macleod.

Winner Rhys Pritchard cooked a dish of bacon and mush-
room pasta with a pesto sauce. Rhys will now be taking 
part in the local finals in the Nicolson Institute. Rhys said 
later it was really tense but it was really good.

Film G (by Mark Maclean)

S1 Native Gaelic speakers took part in the Film G competi-
tion recently. They had to make a short film between three 
and five minutes long. Iain Finlay Macleod, the Ness-based 
playwright, helped to write the script. The main character 
is called Uisdean  (Andrew Smith) and the film is set on St 
Kilda. Pupils learned about film-making and were them-
selves being filmed by a camera crew for MG Alba, making 
a programme about Film G for the Trusadh series.

Young Writers

S1 pupils wrote Viking stories, then read them to Primary 
pupils in a joint English-History project.

Congratulations to…

Gavin Marnoch (GP7) for passing with Distinction in Grade 
Five Music Theory. He sat the exam at Napier University 
in Edinburgh, and received a score of 90/100; Eilidh Sine 
Macdonald (P7) for coming 3rd out of 60 in the Hebridean 
Art Competition, which is for ages 12-18 years. Eilidh’s 
artwork, ‘The Blowing Thistle’ has been made into cards; 
Primary pupils Calum Maclennan (1st in Under 9 Boys), 
Ellie Macdonald (1st in Under 9 Girls) and John Alasdair 
Bain (1st in Under 11 Boys) for their performances in the 
first race of the Lewis and Harris Cross-country season.

Celebrating the Secondary

Plans are underway to mark the closure of Back Secondary 
in June 2012, by staging three key events. A committee 
of volunteers is currently gathering materials for a ‘living’ 
exhibition in the school hall, throughout the month of May. 
The exhibition will include displays of documents and pho-
tographs, audio and digital video interviews and a ‘From 
Slate to Smartboard’ representation of the changing learn-
ing environment. 

Resources will be categorised as follows: Pre-1966 section 
– general. Post 1966 – specifically the following sections: 
1. Staff (photos and digital interviews); 2.Class photos; 

Sgoil 
a’ Bhac
News brought to you by the Press 
Gang: William Stewart; Mark 
Maclean; Martin Beaton; Martin 
Macleod. (right).
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3.Non-teaching staff: Secretarial; Janitorial; Catering; 
Cleaning (photos and digital interviews); 4.Headteachers 
(photos and digital interviews); 5.Dux Winners – ‘Where are 
they now?’; 6.Sport (both girls and boys’ football, netball 
and badminton); 7.Music (Mod, piping, choirs); 8.Secondary 
school trips; 9.Laughter; 10.Achievers (across all sectors). 

If you have any suggestions or are able to help in any way, 
by either providing memorabilia, photographs, class or 
staff lists, anecdotes or other information, please e-mail the 
school (backschool@gnes.net) or contact any of the com-
mittee members: Finella Macdonald, Lillian Maclennan, 
John Maclean, Neil Murray, Calum Iain Graham or school 
staff: Agnes Macdonald, Peigi Mairi Nicholson, Donna 
Macdonald or Donna Murray.

Two other events are also planned, to allow current and 
former staff and pupils to reunite and share memories of the 
secondary. A formal dinner is scheduled for staff on Friday 
15 June in the Cabarfeidh Hotel, with indication of interest 
required before the end of January. Former pupils will be 
able to attend a buffet-ceilidh dance in the school in June, 
with date to be confirmed.

As a school and community we rely on individuals to make 
the events both meaningful and memorable and look for-
ward to working together to give the secondary department 
the ‘send-off’ it deserves.

Munchkins

Good Fairies

Eilidh with ‘The Blowing Thistle’

Cowardly Lion

Future Chef group and judges

S1 read their Viking Tales to primary pupils
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TONG SCHOOL
Children in Need Appeal

Tong School pupils are always keen to support those less 
fortunate and a “wear what you like” day and baking stall 
raised a total of £135 for the Children in Need appeal.  
Special thanks to parents who contributed delicious Pudsey 
bear cakes, biscuits and chocolates to be sold at morning 
break.  The sweet treats were enjoyed by pupils and staff 
alike.

Car Wash and Breakfast

Primary Six and Seven convey their sincere appreciation to 
the Parent Council Fundraising Committee for organising 
a car wash on Saturday 19th November.  Willing volun-
teers helped senior pupils wash a steady stream of cars.  
An added bonus was the treat of a bacon or sausage roll 
while awaiting their gleaming car to be returned. A total of 
£267 was raised towards the Primary Six and Seven trip 
to Fairburn Activity Centre in June. Many thanks to all who 
helped in any way.

Gymnastics Display

Gymnastics was the PE focus for all classes during 
Term Two.  The lessons culminated with a whole school 
Gymnastics display on Thursday 24th November.  A sincere 
thank you to Mrs Rogers, PE teacher, for giving the children 
an opportunity to showcase their work in this way.  

Bring  ‘n’ Buy Sale

Savvy shoppers snapped up some bargains on Friday 2nd 
December at our pre-Christmas Bring ‘n’ Buy sale in Tong 
Hall.  Afternoon tea was also served to thirsty shoppers.  
Over £300 added a welcome boost to contribute towards 
school festivities.

Ness Fun Run (Pupil Reporter Krysta Bray P4)

Keith, Joanna, Faith, Harry and I recently ran in the Ness 
Fun Run. We ran a mile in hailstones, strong winds and 
pouring rain! Joanna is in Nursery and even she ran all the 
way! We brought our medals into school to show everyone. 
We are very proud of them. 

Cheerleading All Stars Award (Pupil Reporter Tori 
MacKinnon P4)

I won the North West All-Stars Youth All-Star of the 
Year 2011. This was for learning all sorts of stunts at 
Cheerleading throughout the year. Stunts are things like 
cradles, extensions, tick-tocks, holds and throws where you 
fly through the air! There is one stunt where you are sitting 
on other peoples’ hands. I am very proud to be a North 
West All-Star. 

Back/Tong P6 and 7 Social Gathering

A kind invitation was extended to Tong pupils in Primary 
Six and Seven to join their counterparts in Back School 
for an evening of fun, games and tasty treats.  Handsome 
boys and stunning girls shared an enjoyable time and made 
many new friends.  A big thank you to Back School for a 
memorable evening.

‘Snow Queen’ 
Production

The ‘Snow Queen’ 
production trans-
ported audiences to a 
cold land far, far away.  
Weeks of rehears-
als culminated in an afternoon performance on Tuesday 
20th December and an evening show on Wednesday 21st 
December.  The ‘actors’ rose to the challenge of a very 
involved production; learning song words and perform-
ing ‘in role’ very well.  It was lovely to see families and 
friends joining together to support the children.  Audience 
members commented on the professional performances.  
Well done to all the pupils from P1-P7 for the commitment 
shown to ensure the production was such a success.  We 
wish to add a sincere thank you to a special band of help-
ers who worked so efficiently behind the scenes to prepare 
props, paint faces, etc.

Nursery News

The Nursery children also took to the stage on Wednesday, 
21st December.  The production entitled ‘The Littlest 
Christmas Tree’ was a real treat for the proud parents, 
grandparents and friends sitting in the audience.  Well done 
to the youngest children in the school for such a wonder-
ful show. Sarah, P1, along with Cailean and Ewan, both 
P2, were delighted to be narrators for their friends in the 
Nursery.  Well done to all.

Farewell, Mrs Kearns

Mrs Jenny Kearns, Student Teacher, undertook her first 
teaching placement with Primary Four and Five.  Mrs 
Kearns worked tirelessly within the school and thoroughly 
enjoyed her first taste of teaching.  All staff and pupils wish 
Mrs Kearns continued success in the future.

Christmas Parties

A very busy term was brought to an enjoyable end with the 
annual Christmas parties for Nursery and School children.  
All were delighted to dress in their finery and share in fun 
games together.  The highlight was a visit from a certain 
gentleman in red! Many thanks to Santa Claus for fitting 
Tong School into his busy schedule.

The Snow Queen and her Sprites
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Ness Fun Runners - Faith, Keith, Krysta and Harry NWA Youth All-Star of the Year 2011

Tong Nursery
Hello readers. It’s nice to share our news with you again after a long absence. We’ve had a very busy term.  As part 
of our ‘People who Help Us’ Theme, we’ve had lots of visitors and an outing.  We now know all about the work of the 
Police, Firemen, Doctors, Nurses, Radiologists, Health Visitors and Ministers.  

We will be performing our ‘The Littlest Christmas Tree’ play at our concert on the 21st of December and are having our 
party on the 22nd so we hope to share some photos with you in the next issue.

A very happy Christmas and a happy New Year from all at Tong Nursery, xx.

P6 pupils at social P7 pupils at social

Santa visited the P1-7 
party

Nursery Children learning how to 
care for a poorly Tigger!

Nursery visit to the X-ray department
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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10 YEARS AGO

The January 2002 issue had the photo below show-
ing a presentation made to Anne Macaulay as she 
stepped down as Loch a Tuath News editor, with Ann 
McKerracher stepping into the role.

In the News in January 2002: Euro notes and coins are 
issued in France, Spain, Germany, Italy, Portugal, Greece, 
Finland, Luxembourg, Belgium, Austria, Ireland and the 
Netherlands. 

US President George W. Bush faints after choking on a 
pretzel.
In his State of the Union Address, George Bush describes 
“regimes that sponsor terror” as an Axis of Evil.
Number one singles in January 2002 included Daniel 
Bedingfield with ‘Gotta Get Thru This’, George Harrison with 
‘My Sweet Lord’ and Enrique Iglesias with ‘Hero’.

5 YEARS AGO

The January 2007 issue congratulated the Back Under 18 
Football team on being awarded the Loch a Tuath News 
Citizenship Award after a highly successful season. Several 
of the team have gone on to play for the Back senior side.

In the News in January 2007: South Korea’s Ban Ki-moon 
becomes the new United Nations Secretary-General, 
replacing Kofi Annan. 

Back Indoor Bowling Club held a pairs tournament 
at Upper Coll. Nine teams from Back, Bernera, 
Breasclete and Stornoway took part. This was a 

new competition, but its success indicated that it may well 
become a regular annual event. Each team played four 
games, after which Bob Ferguson and James Macleod went 
head to head with Ali Maclean and Iain Macleod, the latter 
pair coming out on top. Congratulations to them. A good 
day was had by all.

The Carpet World Triples Trophy competition was held at 
Upper Coll on Saturday 26th November 2011, with teams 
from Back, Breasclete, Bernera and Stornoway compet-
ing. Each triple played three games of six ends. The top 
four triples going through to the semi finals were John 

N Macleod, Alex Cumming and Duncan Maclean versus 
Isabel Linklater, Sheena Macdonald and Angus Murray with 
Angus’s team winning through to the final. The other semi 
was Catriona Hamilton, Bob Ferguson and Murdo Murray 
versus Anne Williamson, Bernard and Norman Macleod 
with Norman’s team winning. The final was played between 
Angus Murray’s team and Norman’s team. Angus’s team 
came out on top to win the trophy and many congratula-
tions. May I add that the fact that players from other areas 
of the island come to play in these tournaments makes the 
game more interesting for all taking part. From feedback 
information it is evident that a very good day was enjoyed 
by all.

Back Indoor Bowling Club 

From the 
Archives...

A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

The LATN Committee making a presentation to Anne Macaulay, January 2002 issue

LATN cover Jan 2002

LATN cover Jan 2007The LATN Committee presented the U18 Football team with the Citizenship Award, January 
2007
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

MACLEOD & MACLEOD – BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET

STORNOWAY
TELEPHONE; 01851 703384

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD’S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

LOCH A TUATH NEWS

Deadlines            

February 2012 issue:  Wednesday 18 January

March 2012 issue:   Wednesday 15 February

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656
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On Leave

The undermentioned servicemen and women have been 
home on leave recently;  Chief Petty Officer Angus 
Macleod, late of 48 Vatisker;  Alexander Martin, RNR, 
17 Vatisker;  Hugh Maciver, RNR, 37 Vatisker;  Colin 
Maciver, RNR, 37 Vatisker (who was at Iceland for over 
a year and now returned to his depot);  John Ferguson, 
RNR, 17 Gress;  Kenneth Campbell, RNR, 11 Vatisker;  
Malcolm Murray, RNR, 38 Upper Coll; Neil Ferguson, 
19 Gress;  Kenneth Macdonald, 20 Upper Coll;  Malcolm 
Macleod, 43 Coll;  Donald Macleod, 32 Back;  Kenneth 
Beaton, 37 Coll (Merchant Navy);  Johanna Nicolson 
(WAAF), 4 Back;  Murdina Macmillan (ATS), 26 Back;  
Pte. David Macneil (Royal Canadian Artillery), 20 Back;  
Kenneth Macleod, 20 Back;  Private Macneil  married 
Miss Annie Macleod, eldest daughter of Mr and Mrs 
William Macleod, 20 Back, over a year ago.  A daughter 
was born to them a few weeks before Mr Macneil’s arriv-
al home on furlough;  John Macdonald, Seaman, RNR, 9 
Coll, who has just received the Long Service and Good 
Conduct Medal;  Kenneth Campbell, RNR, 31 Vatisker;  
John Russell, Scots Guards, 1 Newpark, Vatisker;  Neil  
Stewart, RNR, 10 Back;  John Mackay, RNR, 23 Back;  
Donald Mackenzie, RNR,  26 Back;  John Mackenzie, 
RNR, 14 Gress;  Murdo Macritchie, RNR,  Norman 
Maciver, RNR, both of Outend Coll;  John Macleod, 
Coll; left recently to return to their depots.  Kenneth 
Maciver, Black Watch, 61 Coll;  Angus Maciver, RNR, 
Norman Maciver, RNR,  both of Outend Coll;  John 
Macleod, RNR, 1 Gress;  Don Murray, RNR, 37 Gress;  
Malcolm Maciver, RNR, 36 Gress.

Obituary

We regret to record the death of Mr Alexander Graham, 
locally known as “Gladstone”, which occurred at his 
home, Outend Coll, on the 12th January.  The deceased, 
who was aged 83, had been confined to the house through 
old age and infirmity for the past few years, but appeared 
to be in his usual health until a fortnight previous to his 
passing.  Mr Graham, when a young man, was a member 
of Glasgow Police Force for a number of years.  He came 
under the influence of the Gospel in middle life.  He was 
an authority on the Scriptures and was able to converse 
on any part of the Bible between Genesis and Revelation.  
He was a member of Back Free Church congregation for 
a long period.  In public worship his prayers were brief 
but of a rare spiritual order.  He is survived by 2 daugh-
ters and 1 son.  The eldest son was lost in the last war.

Reported Lost at Sea

News was received by Mr and Mrs Alexander Murray, 9 
Back, on the 13th January, that their son, Roderick has 

been lost at 
sea.  The 
news was 
sent by 
their eldest 
son, Angus, 
who is mar-
ried in New Zealand.  Roderick, who was aged 30 years, 
had been sailing on the coast of New Zealand for the past 
few years.  Details are not available at the time of writ-
ing, as to how he lost his life.  

Good News

The whole community of the Back District rejoiced 
when it became known that Mrs Christina Maclean, 4 
Upper Coll, had received a telegram on Monday 5th inst. 
from her husband,  Malcolm Maclean, Chief Ordinance 
Artificer, who was presumed lost, when HMS Repulse 
was sunk through enemy action.  Mr Maclean is a 
native of North Bragar, and a brother-in-law of Mr John 
Mitchell, bus owner, Kenneth Street, Stornoway.  

Off to the RAF

George Beaton, 40 Vatisker, and John Graham (Alex), 9 
Gress, left home on Monday, 5th inst. for the Royal Air 
Force.  

Obituary

We regret to record the following death of Mrs Christina 
Campbell, 9 Vatisker, which occurred on 20th Dec.  She 
was aged 75 years and was pre-deceased by her husband 
some years ago.  
She is survived 
by 2 daugh-
ters.  We also 
regret to record 
the death on 
21st Dec of 
Miss Margaret 
Graham, 15 
Back, who 
passed away 
after a few 
weeks illness, 
aged 54 years.  
The sympathy 
of the commu-
nity is extended 
to the bereaved families.

BACK 
IN 

TIME

JANUARY 1942

Standing: Bean a Stal, 20 Upper Coll; 
Peigi a’ Bhiolaich, 21 Upper Coll; Stal, 20 
Upper Coll; Sitting: Murchadh a Stal, 20 
Upper Coll; Agnes Dhomhnaill, 19 Upper 
Coll; Mairi a Stal, 20 Upper Coll
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Elaine MacDonald
HND Beauty Therapy

AOFM Freelance Makeup Certificate

Freelance Makeup Artist 
and Manicurist

Make-up for all occasions: Weddings,

anniversaries, parties, etc

OPI nailcare products

Mini manicures and file & polish

Tel: 07901957618

01851 820820

Email:  elaine.makeup@yahoo.co.uk

Back Càirdeas

Twenty seven of the Càirdeas ladies enjoyed a Christmas Dinner in the Cabarfeidh Hotel. We were picked up by coach 
and taken there and returned home once again. We had good food and excellent company. It was good to meet up once 
again. Margaret, Ciorstag and Jean were missing due to being unwell and we send our best wishes to them. Audrey was 
back with us after being absent for many months. We would like to thank our organisers, Nan, Cathie and Catriona for all 
they do and we wish them good health for 2012. 



24

Many local people may know already that the 
Hebrides Alpha Project have opened their sup-
ported accommodation project in Upper Coll. It is 

a great pleasure to be able to share the details of this with 
local people. The properties are leased to the project by 
Hebridean Housing Partnership. 

Individuals will be able to stay in the supported accommo-
dation for six months to a year depending on their needs at 
that time. Already individuals and staff within the project are 
expressing their appreciation of their new surroundings in 
Upper Coll – the houses are just far away enough from town 
to be ‘safer’ and near enough to be reasonably convenient.

Established specifically to help people recover from seri-
ous alcohol or drug problems, the organisation recognises 
that over the years many people in the Western Isles have 
suffered or even died because of alcohol and substance 
misuse. Families too can be faced with the heartbreak and 
distress caused by living with someone with a drug or alco-
hol problem.

Residents will participate in the Christian-based 12 step 
therapeutic programme, which will include one to one sup-
port in relation to health, mental, physical and personal 
development plus therapeutic employment and hobby 
development. It is well known throughout the community 
that people whose recovery is linked with a personal faith 
in Jesus Christ and the knowing of the love of God in their 
life have a considerable testimony of healing and transfor-
mation after living lives of misery in addiction. No previous 
experience of faith or belief is required for coming into the 

project, just a willingness to participate in the therapeutic 
programme while resident there. Close links with the Road 
to Recovery meetings and/or Alcoholics Anonymous will be 
encouraged as will links with all other non-residential help-
ing services. Hebrides Alpha’s well established therapeutic 
employment project will also play a key role in helping the 
residents recover.

CONTACT THE PROJECT FOR HELP

This article is written particularly to invite anyone out there 
who feels they may benefit from the service provided by 
Hebrides Alpha to contact the project. Family members are 
also so welcome to get in touch and to talk to the staff. The 
telephone number is 01851 820830.

A NEED FOR FUNDING HELP 

The project has had invaluable start up support from a 
number of charities and Leader Innse Gall. However, run-
ning a residential unit is a costly on-going undertaking. In 
the light of this Hebrides Alpha are launching a Direct Debit 
appeal to the local community. The target is finding 1000 
people throughout the Western Isles to give the project just 
20p per day (or more). This would enable almost 50% of the 
costs to be covered. Again the charity can be contacted on 
the 01851 820830 telephone number for a direct debit form. 
The contact persons are Shona Macleod or Alan Porter. 

Written with much appreciation of the local community and 
the facility that the project has here in Upper Coll. 

HEBRIDES ALPHA PROJECT-SUPPORTED ACCOMMODATION/NEW 
ALCOHOL AND DRUG SERVICE
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Camanachd Leodhais, the island shinty team, made 
history in 2011 when the Camanachd Association 
granted them permission, on a trial basis, to enter 

the North Division 3 for Highland shinty teams.

The team gave a good account of themselves apart 
from heavy defeats at the hands of Aberdeen University, 
Lochcarron and Boleskine, who were three of the best 
teams in the Division. To counter these defeats there was 
a highly creditable draw away to Strathglass and also the 
first historic competitive league victory with a 3-1 home win 
against Ardnamurchan at Shawbost. Unfortunately these 
were the only 3 points gained in the season but that was 3 
points more than most observers expected in the first sea-
son amongst the big teams. There is certainly the potential 
for reversing narrow defeats at the hands of the likes of 
Lochbroom, Inverness, Beauly and Caberfeidh once the 
team becomes established and gains more experience.

To the team’s credit they were the only side in the Division 
to fulfil all their fixtures, both home and away. No mean 
feat considering the travel logistics involved with half the 
team based in Lewis and the remainder at Colleges and 
Universities in Glasgow. In recognition of this, and the 
team’s overall performance and commitment over the sea-
son, the Camanachd Association gave the go ahead for the 
team’s full membership to the league at a meeting held on 
7th December 2011.

So now it’s all systems go for season 2012 with the Spring 
fixtures mostly on the road throughout the Highlands, and 
then a summer of fixtures at Shawbost when the weather 
and travel arrangements for the mainland teams are a bit 
easier for getting to and from the island.

The Loch a Tuath area has been a very important recruit-
ing ground for the current Lewis Camanachd team. Indeed 
the spine of the team consisting of Daniel ‘Gaga’ Gallagher 
from Vatisker in defence, Scott Murray from Gress in mid-
field and Calum ‘Stompy’ Stamper also from Gress in the 
forward line goes back to the successful under 12 Back 
Camanachd team put together by Boyd Mackenzie in the 
mid 1990s which won the inaugural “Lord of the Isles” 
trophy in 1997 against other island teams including Skye, 
Uist and Barra. The addition of Andrew Macdonald from 
Coll, Sean Macleod from Gearraidh Ghuirm and the Sinclair 

brothers, Paddy and Ronan, from Tong to that initial trio 
means that the district is very well represented in island 
shinty.

At committee level there is also Andrew Macaskill from 
Vatisker, who usually doubles up as medic at the games 
with his new state of the art First Aid Kit – slightly better 
than the original bottle of water and pack of plasters which 
he had for the first few games, but still worked wonders in 
patching people up and sending them back into the fray. 
And of course the indomitable Iain ‘Diablo’ Sinclair from 
Tong as chief coach/cheerleader/would-be reserve player/
and general dogsbody to keep the show on the road both 
home and away.

At Junior level there is also a very strong contingent from 
Tolsta to Tong who have taken up the sport, which augurs 
well for the continuing success of the club. The Club are 
very welcoming of any new members who wish to take up 
the sport and contact details can be found on their website 
www.camanachdleodhais.com. Winter training takes place 
every Saturday at 12pm at the Sports Centre and anyone 
interested is more than welcome to attend.

Of course the first season in competitive shinty attracted 
major media interest and the Club were the subject of a 
BBC Alba documentary and also reached the final three, 
out of hundreds of nominations, for the Local Team of The 
Year at the star-studded Sports Scotland awards ceremony 
recently held at the Thistle Hotel in Glasgow. Although they 
were pipped for that award by Newarthill Boxing Club, it 
was still a remarkable achievement for a small island club 
to receive such national recognition. Five of the team were 
invited to attend the ceremony and it was certainly a night 
they won’t forget for a long time.

The fairy-tale first season has been completed and it’s now 
not just a case of mission accomplished in gaining full time 
entry to the league, but more of mission continuing in con-
solidating their position and making Lewis Camanachd a 
force in national shinty.

Given the commitment and enthusiasm shown by this 
intrepid squad, including their Loch a Tuath contingent, 
who’s to say they can’t go from strength to strength?

Alasdair Murray

Lewis Camanachd

Photo from 1997 showing the winning Back Camanachd 
Under 12 Team for The Lord of The Isles Cup. Three of 
the team have gone on to the current Lewis Camanachd 
team - Scott (front left), Stompy (front second left) and 
Gaga (back middle, holding the cup).

Lewis Camanachd after winning the Mod Cup
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Hi-Scot Credit Union say NO to High Cost Credit 

Hi-Scot Credit Union, formerly Western Isles Credit Union, 
say NO to high cost credit. In a week where it was revealed 
that some High Street banks charge more than 800,000% 
APR for unauthorised overdrafts HI-Scot Credit Union are 
launching a campaign across the Highlands and Islands so 
that people are more aware of the cost of borrowing. 

Hi-Scot Credit Union has been operating since December 
2006, and has experienced a healthy growth rate in that 
period. 2,000 members of the community have joined and 
are actively benefiting from the service, which has seen 
£2.5 million worth of low cost loans issued. 

David Mackay, General Manager of HI-Scot Credit Union, 
hit out at the banks saying ‘At a time where everyone is 
feeling the pinch it seems absurd that the banks on which 
we all depend, many of them state owned, can justify 
these excessive interest rates. A combination of unau-
thorised overdraft rates at this level and the massive rates 
charged by payday loan companies often lead to relatively 
small debts becoming unmanageable simply because of 
additional fees and charges.’

There is no cap on the maximum APR that a Bank or 
Payday loan provider can charge however the rate of inter-
est a Credit Union can charge is capped at 2% per month 
(around 26.8% APR) and actual rates are often much 
lower.’ 

Helen Smith of the Western Isles Citizens Advice Service 
Money Advice Service in Stornoway stated that ‘I would 
encourage anyone who is considering borrowing to con-
sider all their options before they commit to anything. The 
differences in interest rates available can make a massive 
difference to the cost of any loan’. 

Cath King of the Highland Council said that “The Highland 
Council is working in partnership with the HI-Scot Credit 
Union to encourage people who live and work in the 
Highlands to consider the Credit Union as a more afforda-
ble source of credit than high interest lenders.” She added 
that “The terms and conditions of loans from the Credit 
Union are presented in a very straightforward way which 
makes it less likely to get into the pitfalls of hidden clauses 
that often catch people out.” 

You can follow the Credit Union’s campaign on Facebook 
or at www.hi-scot.com. 

Donald Macritchie, 16 Vatisker; Isobel Macleod; Annabel Mackenzie, 
Guershader Calum Stewart, 6 Upper Coll, Halloween, 

1980s

Jean Stewart, lady from Stornoway, Chirsty Maciver, 61 CollRuaraidh Maclean (Tais), 12 Coll
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The extremely wet month of December made me 
decide to lift all the carrots and swedes and store 
them in potting compost left over from the Summer. 

Hopefully they will remain fresh for the next three months or 
so.  Both these plants were being attacked by slugs, caus-
ing much damage to them.

Talking about storing, it was a common sight in times past 
to see the produce of our crops being stored outside.  For 
the benefit of the younger generation, who will have never 
seen a potato-pit or clamp (sloc-buntàta), let me explain 
what this was and what purpose it served.  Though it was 
referred to as a potato-pit, it wasn’t really a pit but rather a 
raised bed of soil.  An oblong site was chosen, measuring 
approximately 3 metres by 1 metre+, depending of course 
on the volume of potatoes.  A 15 cm deep trench was then 
dug round the site, the soil dug out being used to raise the 
bed on which the potatoes were to be placed.  The trench 
ensured drainage.  The potatoes were then heaped on the 
soil in a cone shape and covered with straw.  The straw 

was then covered with soil to a depth of about 15 to 20 cm, 
producing what looked like a small man-made mound.  The 
sides were then smoothed with the spade, ensuring that the 
water would run off it.  It was built in order to protect the 
potatoes from wind, rain and frost and to keep them fresh.  
It was maintained that strands of straw should be left to 
protrude through the soil of the clamp to allow ventilation.

Another familiar site in the gardens was a corn-stack 
(cruach-coirce), which was made up of corn sheaves, being 
cone-shaped to a height of 3 metres or so and bound tight-
ly with thick twine. This twine in my young days was made 
with jute, a fibre which is used in making sacks and rope. A 
straw rope also could be made.

Come Spring, with both the potato-clamp and the corn-
stack dismantled, the potatoes and the corn-sheaves would 
be as fresh as the day they were stored.

From the Poileagan

   Anns a’   Anns a’
 ghàrradh... ghàrradh...Storing Produce

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off 
slip and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or 
cash for £28.16 to Mrs M. A. Davidson, New Street, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £28.16
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Ingredients

• 3 tbsps tomato sauce
• 2 tbsps soy sauce
• 1 tbsp honey, syrup or sugar
• 2tbsps lemon juice
• 1 tbsp oil, dash of Worcester 

sauce, salt and pepper 

Method

Mix together and put over the meat 
and leave all day or overnight. The 
children all love this marinade.

Marinade for Chicken and Pork
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An turas seo, bha againn ri deasbad mu, ‘S e amaideas a 
th’ ann a bhith a’ cosg ùine agus airgead air fasan’ agus 
nam faigheamaid dhan chuairt dheireannaich, ‘Tha thìde 
aig Alba a h-iomhaigh atharrachadh’. Ged a bha an obair 
deasachaidh uabhasach duilich am measg obair na sgoile, 
deuchainnean is eile, bha sinn a’ faighinn cothrom rud a 
dhèanamh a nì tòrr cuideachaidh dhuinn a thaobh foghlaim 
aig diofar ìrean. Bha againn ri ar sgilean deasbaid a leas-
achadh agus bha adhbhar againn smaoineachadh mu 
ghrunn chuspairean anns nach do chuir sinn mòran suim 
riamh roimhe.

Fhuair sinn coinneachadh ri mòran dhaoine a tha ag obair 
ann an saoghal na Gàidhlig agus ri sgoilearan eile a tha 
air oidhirp mhìorbhailleach a dhèanamh gus a’ Ghàidhlig 
ionnsachadh. Bha cuid dhiubh le pàrantan aig nach eil facal 
den chànan agus tha iad rim moladh  airson an dìchill. 

‘S ann anns an Storytelling Centre a bha an iar chuairt 
dheireannach agus bha a’ chuairt mu dheireadh ann am 
Pàrlamaid na h-Alba.

A thuilleadh air a sin, bha cothrom againn barrachd eòlais 
a chur air a chèile agus a bhith ag obair còmhla ri luchd-
teagaisg agus inbhich ann an dòigh gu tur eadar-dhealai-
chte. Ged nach do bhuannaich sinn bu mhath a b’ fhiach 
dhuinn a bhith sàs san deasbad. Bha an obair cruaidh ach 
bha spòrs gu leòr againn agus bha latha ann am bùthan 
Dhun Eidinn sònraichte math le cuid 
againn co-dhiubh.

Bheireadh sinne comhairle air 
sgoilear sam bith a gheibh an 
cothrom a dhol an sàs ann an 
Deasbad BT Alba agus tha sinn air-
son taing a thoirt don h-uile duine 
agus buidheann a bha na luib.

Calum Macphì
Annabel Nicillinnein 

Rachel Nicaoidh

Ghabh Annabel Nicillinnein à Griais agus Calum Macphì 
agus Rachel Nicaoidh à Steòrnabhagh pàirt ann an Deasbad 
BT Alba bho chionn ghoirid. Dh’iarr LATN orra innse dhuinn 
beagan mun chùis.

Eadar an 29 latha den t-Samhain agus a’ chiad latha den 
Dùbhlachd, bha sinne ann an Dun Eideann a’ gabhail 

pàirt ann an co-fharpais Deasbad BT Alba. 

Aig toiseach na Samhna, chruinnich còrr air leth-cheud 
sgoilear bho gach ceàrn de Alba a Steòrnabhagh airson 
pàirt a ghabhail anns a’ cho-fharpais bhliadhnail seo. Dhan 
fheadhainn againn nach robh sàs na leithid riamh roimhe ‘s 
e cothrom math a bh’ ann dhuinn ionnsachadh le bhith a’ 
coimhead agus ag èisteachd nan eòlach. 

Anns a’ chiad chuairt ‘s e an cuspair a bh’ againn ‘Tha an 
teaghlach Rìoghail a’ dèanamh feum mhòr do Bhreatainn’. 
Bha sinne an aghaidh a’ mholaidh agus bha spòrs gu leòr 
againn a’ cur na h-argamaid ri chèile. ‘S e sgil gu math duil-
ich a th’ann a bhith a’ cruthachadh argamaid anns nach eil 
thu fhèin a’ creidsinn gu pearsanta. Dh’ fheumadh a’ chiad 
neach-labhairt bruidhinn airson ceithir mionaidean agus bha 
trì mionaidean aig an dara neach. Bha an aon chothrom 
aig an sgioba eile mus fheumadh gach taobh co-dhùnadh 
a mhaireadh dà mhionaid a dhèanamh. ‘S e càil bu dlighe 
togail air argamaid an sgiobaidh eile agus freagairt  phongail 
a chur ri chèile ann an aithghearrachd. 

An uairsin, bha againn ri sreath cheistean a chur air a chèile 
agus argamaid a dhèanamh mu gach puing. Fhuair sinne 
troimhe anns a’ chiad chuairt an aghaidh Acadamaidh 
Grange agus anns an dara cuairt an aghaidh Sgoil Lionacleit 
leis a’ chuspair ‘Tha cus saorsa aig daoine  am beachdan a 
chur an cèill tro làraich conaltraidh shòisealta’. 

Thuig sinn aig an ìre sin gun robh co-fharpais gu math 
doirbh romhainn oir bha cuid de sgiobaidhean bho thìr–mòr 
a bha air leth cinnteach asta fhèin agus dh’aithnicheadh tu 
gun robh iad tric an lùib deasbaid agus dràma. 

Bha cola-deug trang air thoiseach oirnn oir dh’ fheumadh 
sinn dà thaobh na h-argamaid ullachadh airson dà chuairt. 

Deasbad BT Alba

Calum Macphì 
agus Annabel 
Nicillinnein
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Material for 
publication in the FEBRUARY issue of Loch a Tuath News 

must be in before WEDNESDAY 18th JANUARY 2011

The LATN Committee presenting Willie Macdonald with the Citizenship Award. Left to right: Rev Calum Iain Macleod, DA 
Stewart, Willie Macdonald, Mary Ann Davidson, Donalda Murray, Kenneth Maciver, Mary Macleod

Standing: Iain a’ Chake, Gress; Tom Laddie, Coll; Caimbeul, Gress; Coinneach Uilleam, Coll; 
Coinneach Siochail, Vatisker; Ruaraidh a’ Chake, Gress; Donnie Giant, Coll

Front: Rupert, Coll; John Neil, Vatisker; Dan Sheòrais a’ Bhideanaich, Lighthill; Rodo Ulag, 
Coll; Willie John, Gearraidh Ghuirm, Titan Macdonald, Upper Coll


