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FÀILTE

The Loch a Tuath
News Team

Welcome to the April edition of Loch
a Tuath News. This month marks the
beginning of a new volume, and we are
now celebrating the fifteenth anniversary
of the first issue of Loch a Tuath News,
which is a notable achievement indeed.

2011, during which they won the league
and reached the Highland Amateur Cup
final. We also have some interesting
entries from Tong School logbooks dating
from as far back as 1879. And, as usual,
we have a range of historical photos.

We have a couple of very interesting
articles in this month’s issue. We have an
interview with Chirsty Ann and Bommy
and we also have an interview with
Chrissie Slater, together with photos. We
congratulate the pupils in S1 in Sgoil a’
Bhac whose film ‘Abair Sgaibh’ (What a
Skive) won the FilmG award for Gaelic in
the 12-17 category at the recent FilmG
awards, with a presentation made at the
awards ceremony in Glasgow. We have
an article about their achievement. With
the closure of the secondary department
of Sgoil a’ Bhac nearly upon us we have
another selection of school photos from
years gone by. Isobel Ann Martin from
Tong has recently released an album and
we have an interview with her about the
development of that project. We have
the latest news from Back Community
Council and we also have an update from
Back Bowling Club. A presentation was
recently made to Willie Macdonald by
Ionad Loch a Tuath and we have news of
that. With the new football season upon
us we have the latest on Back Football
Club’s preparations for the season, as
they attempt to build on a very successful

As well as all of that, we have our other
regular features too, such as From
the Manse, Back in Time, From the
Archives, Anns a’ Ghàrradh and a recipe.
Many thanks to those of you who have
contributed to this month’s issue. Please
keep the contributions coming, and get
in touch with us if you have anything
of interest. We are always delighted to
receive contributions as without them we
would not be able to produce a magazine
each month!

Cover photo: The S1 Sgoil a’ Bhac
pupils who were involved in making
the film which won an award in the
FilmG competition recently.

How to submit an article or a photograph to the
Loch a Tuath News
By email: angusmorrison@ukgateway.net
By post: 14 New Street, Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible. If you need to have an
article typed, please contact the secretary.

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News?
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal
Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £2.42 to cover cost
and postage.

Chairman
Kenneth MacIver, 11 Upper Coll 820239 - kamaciver@hotmail.com
Vice Chairman
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w.maclean@sky.com
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Editor
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We need you...
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the
community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their
free time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’
of the district, but they need your help.
See the contact details on this page.
Thanks

The views expressed in the Loch a
Tuath News by named individuals,
unless otherwise stated, are not
necessarily endorsed by the LATN
Editorial committee.
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BACK / VATISKER
Search Attics and Cupboards
By now it is well known that the
Secondary department of Sgoil a’ Bhac
closes for good this summer and there
are preparations being made to have
a week, in mid-May, to exhibit things
old and new, ranging from the slate,
wet rag and slate pen, to computers
and smart boards! There are countless class and individual photographs
of the very many former pupils who
have done well over the years in many
spheres of life. It has been a timeconsuming but pleasurable task collating these. Any materials, photographs,
or short written accounts of memories
associated with the secondary school
will be welcomed. Have any copies of
“The Man of The Mill” survived? How
many grannies and mothers remember
doing a “cross road” rush to the burn at
intervals? Were you involved in sports
or other clubs at the school? If you
have stories or achievements to share
please get in touch.

AS NA
BAILTEAN
Margaret Mackay

Congratulations
Congratulations to Alasdair and Lisa
Maclean, School Road, on the birth
of Angus, who was born on the 14th
March and is a first grandchild for
Duncan and Norma and a second
grandchild for Lisa’s parents, Sammy
and Thelma Jackson.

Condolences
A belated message of sympathy is
extended to the Nicholson family at 34
Back. Peggy Mairi’s brother Kenneth
died very unexpectedly at his home in
Tomintoul earlier this year. Coinneach
a Stal’s death was so startling and surprising that the whole community was
shocked and saddened. Coinneach
was an exceptional character. His
lively demeanour, physical prowess
and exploits were all recognised not
only by his contemporaries but also
by the older residents of his home village of Upper Coll. All will miss his
regular visits home from his fascinating
world-wide work and wanderings. We
remember his mother, sisters, brothers
and their respective families at this sad
time.
The passing of Mrs Margaret MacKay
(nee Macleod, Màiread Bhast) at the
age of 85 in Fort William on the 29th of
February was received with sadness by
many in the community where Margaret
grew up. She was the last of the
family of the late Mr and Mrs William
MacLeod whose family home was formerly at 20 Back. Like many other lassies from the Isles she found employment in the hotel industry, always in
the holiday resorts on the Mainland.
Oban was one of the first places she
worked in and then she moved to Fort
William where she met and married
John MacKay. We extend to him and
to the MacKay family the sympathy of
the community.

late Catherine Mackenzie her mother
was wrongly named. She was in fact
Mary and there were five sons in the
family.

GRESS
New Homes
We welcome Linda Wilson and Peter
Thompson to 35 Gress. They have
moved to the village after spending two
years in Leurbost.
Alistair and Alison McElhatton and
their children Olivia and Alexander
have moved into their new home at 2a
Gress. We hope both these families
settle in well and we look forward to
seeing them in the village.
Get Well
Jackie Mackenzie (25) is home now
after his surgery and we wish him a
speedy recovery.

Angus Jackson Maclean

Silver Wedding
Murdo (Mo) and Angela Murray,
Annerley Cottage, 9 Back, celebrated
their Silver Wedding anniversary on
20th March. Members of both families
joined them for a buffet evening to
mark the occasion. Angela still thinks
“Mo is Fab” and Mo thinks Angela is
more fantastic than ever!
Get Well
William MacDonald (Uilleam
Shandaidh) is now on the mend and
back at home following a few days in
Ospadal nan Eilean where he received
treatment for a very painful foot.
Correction
It is regretted that, owing to mis-information, in recording the death of the

TONG
In Hospital
The community sends their sincere good wishes to Eric Salmon, 1
Aird Tong, who is in Glasgow Royal
Infirmary, having undergone major
surgery. We are relieved to hear that
there has been some improvement in
his condition. We remember Theresa,
his wife, at this worrying time. We also
remember their family who were in
Glasgow with their dad, but have now
gone back down south. We assure
them that they are in the thoughts and
prayers of the community during the
days and weeks ahead.
Home from Hospital
We were so glad to learn that Alex
John Mackenzie, 2 Morrison Square,
has now come home from hospital following major surgery in Aberdeen. He
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also spent time at Raigmore Hospital.
We send him our best wishes and hope
and pray that he continues to make
good progress and a complete recovery.
Mary Ann MacLeod has returned
home after a spell in the Western Isles
Hospital. We wish her well and hope
that she recovers from this illness. She
is being looked after by her daughter
Ishbel Grant at 10 Aird Tong.
Recovering from a Fall

Congratulations
Congratulations to Catherine Joan and
Lachie Macdonald following the arrival
of their baby daughter Isabella Kate,
who was born on 24th of February
2012. We send our congratulations
to the new grandparents, Maggie and
Calum Martin, Springside, Aird Tong,
and Joan and Lachie Macdonald,
Inverness. We also congratulate
Isabella Kate’s great grandmother
Catherine Martin, Murray Place,
Stornoway.

His work was very much appreciated.
Ionad Loch a Tuath and Back School
showed their appreciation by making
presentations to him.
He is to continue on a voluntary basis
coaching the children, which is very
much appreciated by the parents and
the children.
We hope the Centre is able to get
someone to undertake the many tasks
Willie did to ensure the continued maintenance of the building.

We were so sorry to hear that Mary
Bayfield, 2a Tong, suffered a fall which
resulted in a few fractures. Her husband Donald John is also going through
a difficult time at the moment attending
hospital with ongoing health problems.
We send them both our best wishes
and pray for a speedy recovery.

Congratulations

Golden Wedding

Congratulations also to Catriona
Reeves, Bruinish, on her recent
engagement to Scott Macrury of Borve.
Catriona is at present a mathematics
teacher in the Nicolson Institute. We
wish them both a happy future together.

We extend our heartiest congratulations
to Annie Mary and Willie Mackenzie,
17a Aird Tong, who celebrated their
golden wedding anniversary on the
22nd March with their family on the
mainland. They were married on 22nd
March 1962, by Rev. Donald Gibson
at Grant St. Free Church, Glasgow.
The bridesmaid, a friend of the bride,
was Shan (MacIver) Macleod from
North Tolsta and East Kilbride who
sadly passed away recently, the best
man was Willie’s brother Iain who also
passed away some time ago. Flower
girls were the bride’s nieces Isabel
and Catherine. We hope they had a
memorable celebration with the family
and wish them many more happy years
together.

Sean MacLeod, son of Christina, 9
Gearraidh Ghuirm, and grandson of Iain
(Mhicdugail) and Ishabail (a’ Bhorabair),
No. 29, recently became engaged to
Joanne MacDonald, daughter of Alice
and the late Iain C, 40a Upper Bayble.

Isabella Kate Macdonald

Grandparents

UPPER COLL
Best Wishes
We wish Willie Macdonald, (Uilleam
Mhurdigan), Gearraidh Ghuirm, every
success in his new post in Barvas
School. Willie has been working with
the young people of the district for the
last eight years at Back School and the
Upper Coll Centre.

Jimmy and Katie Bell Thomson, No.
2, have become grandparents again.
Their son Murdo and his wife Catriona,
who live in Glasgow, are the proud parents of their first child, a boy, Calum.
Spring
Spring is here. A couple of good days
and we feel we should be doing something. By now in Col Uarach we would
be well on with the turfing and the
lambing and getting the croft ready for
the year’s sowing. That is gone. One or
two cut some peats. A few have some
sheep. A few have a few potatoes. But
very little else. Changed days. It’s still
nice to have good weather to attend to
our urban style gardens. B’ eòlach mo
sheanair air. Ach dh’fhalbh na làithean
sin agus is iongantach gun till.

MOLDOVA FUNDRAISER
The Moldova Fundraiser which
took place in Sgoil a’ Bhac last
month raised about £250 towards
Andrew Macleod’s forthcoming
trip to Moldova on behalf of
Blythswood. Thank you to all who
came and contributed.

Willie and Annie Mary Mackenzie
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BACK COMMUNITY COUNCIL
LATN hopes to include regular updates from Back
Community Council. The following is an update on the
recent activities of the Council.
SENIOR CITIZENS’ DINNER
The Community Council would like to thank once again
everyone who helped and contributed to making this year’s
Dinner a very enjoyable event. Nearly 60 people sat down
to dinner, and the meal, entertainment and conversation
were enjoyed by all.
PHONE BOOK
Over the next few months the Community Council will be
putting together a new local phone directory. Notices will
be sent out for inclusion, and all are invited to complete
the short forms that will be circulated in the near future for
up-to-date telephone, address and mobile phone numbers.
Watch this space for details!
NORMAN MACRAE
Members of the Community Council had a very enjoyable
dinner with Norman and Ina MacRae on 24th February, in
recognition of Norman’s huge contribution to the community
council as its long-standing treasurer. A gift presentation
was made to Norman and Ina of a painting by Ivor MacKay.
COMMUNITY SAFETY
The Community Council is writing to the Comhairle’s Chief
Executive seeking action to introduce a ban on the use of
local buses by those who use violent or threatening behaviour toward bus drivers and fellow passengers. We believe
that bus drivers and all public servants serving the area
have the right to go about their work without fear of assault
or abuse. An update on progress will follow after the next
Community Council meeting.
CONGRATULATIONS

MARKETS IN REMOTE COMMUNITIES
The views of consumers and traders in the Outer Hebrides
are being sought by the Office of Fair Trading (OFT) who,
their letter states, want to ‘improve their understanding of
how remoteness affects both consumers and businesses’.
The OFT are keen to hear your views on the issues that are
most important to you in relation to the supply of goods and
services in the Outer Hebrides - including cost, delivery and
online purchasing, choice and quality of goods available etc.
Further details can be found at: www.oft.gov.uk/remcom
Views can be sent in by e-mail to: remotecommunities@oft.
gsi.gov.uk
or by post to: Remote Communities Team, Office of Fair
Trading, 23 Walker Street, Edinburgh, EH3 7HX

LAXDALE BRIDGE
The Community Council is writing to CNES again to pursue
improvements for traffic flow at Laxdale bridge. Updates
after next meeting.

COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETINGS
CC meetings are open to the public and all are very welcome to attend. The next meeting takes place at Back
School at 7.30pm on 8th May 2012. The purpose of the
Community Council is to ascertain and express the views of
the community, and to take, in the interests of the community, such action as appears to be expedient. All views, ideas
and comments welcome. The point of contact for Back
Community Council is Anne MacArthur (9 Broadbay View).
Or, if you’d like to e-mail us please do so at: backcommunitycouncil@gmail.com
Peter Urpeth, on behalf of Back Community Council

ROAD TO RECOVERY
CONFERENCE
Back Free Church Hall,
Friday 13 April 7.30pm and
Saturday 14 April 3.30pm and 7.30pm

THE RELEVANCE OF THE CROSS
- IN LIFE, IN FAITH, IN VICTORY
Guest Speaker: Mr Michael Williams, General
Director of The Stauros Foundation
Testimonies
Refreshments will be provided between the
meetings on Saturday
All Welcome
Congratulations to Donald Macleod (22 Broadbay View)
who celebrated his 90th Birthday on March 29th. This
comes with love and very best wishes from Angela and
Charlie, Cath and Trevor, Dolina and Jim, Alex and
Shirley, the 9 grandchildren and 10 great grandchildren.
‘Nobody’s “old” anymore--they’ve just been around for a
long time.’
--Abigail Van Buren

“Forget the former things, do not dwell on
the past. See, I am doing a new thing, do you
not perceive it? I am making a way in the
desert and streams in the wasteland.”
Isaiah 43:18-19
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An Interview
with Chirsty Ann
and Bommy
Chirsty Ann and Angus Macarthur (Bommy), 50 Back, were
recently interviewed and here are the answers they gave to
the questions put to them.
Good morning, Chirsty Ann. Are you well and how is himself?
Chirsty Ann: We can’t complain. Bommy is OK apart from his
walking.
Catherine, your brother Jokey’s wife in New Zealand, has been
in touch with us and sent a few photographs for the LATN. One
is of Jokey’s uncle who was drowned in the harbour in New
York. Do you remember him?
Chirsty Ann: No, I don’t remember him but I heard all
about what happened to him. Actually he was known by the
nickname ‘Lokey’. My brother John as you know is known
as Jokey and that’s who he is named after. The J was put in
instead of the L.

Dolina (sister) and mother, July 1950

Where did you meet Chirsty Ann, Bommy?
Bommy: Right here in this house. Chirsty Ann butted in to the
conversation and said, “Isd Bommy, don’t tell him anymore.”
Bommy was laughing his head off and went on to say he came
to the house to look at a loom.
Chirsty Ann: My father bought a loom for the boys Iga and
Doa. They couldn’t stand the loom as they wanted to get away
from the island. My father advertised the loom in the Gazette
and these two handsome boys from Carloway turned up to
have a look at it. One of the men was Bommy. That was the
beginning.
Bommy: I was after a loom and saw this one for sale. My
friend and I came to Back to have a look at it and our romance
started that day.
Chirsty Ann: Bommy, that’s enough! Na can a’ chòrr!

John Macleod, Chirsty Ann’s uncle

Do you know what happened to him?
Chirsty Ann: I was told he was over the ship’s side on a stage,
painting, when either the rope or the stage broke. He fell in
the water and was drowned. He was only 24. I don’t know
the name of the ship he was on. There were 8 in that family
including one daughter Bellann and the family home was at 19
Vatisker.
How many brothers and sisters did you have?
Chirsty Ann: There were three boys and two girls. The oldest
was Iga, then Donald known as Doah, then me. Dolina was
next; she died aged 21 from a kidney complaint in 1957. Our
baby is Jokey and he is in New Zealand. Sadly there is only
Jokey and myself left.
What did you do after you left school?
Chirsty Ann: I was given permission to leave at the age of
13 to look after my mother who was an invalid. We also had
my granny living with us. I looked after both of them until they
passed away in 1982. My father passed away in 1957.

John, Granny and some grandchildren, 50 Back, 1980: Back row:
John, Catriona, Seumas; Centre: Kenneth, Fraser; Front: Karina,
Granny, Gordon.

How long were you romancing before you got married?
Bommy: About three years.
And how did the romance continue, living such a long way from
each other?
Bommy: I had a BSA 250 motor bike that I used for ‘caithris na
h-oidhche’. It was a long way, especially in the winter but hail,
rain or snow I made it.
Was there anyone else from Carloway ‘winching’ down in
Back?
Bommy: There were a few from Back heading for the West
Side. There was Larry MacIver from Carloway who was after
Peggy Martin (Peggy a Nulig from the Poileagan), there was
Alasdair Gholly from Shawbost after Ishbal Bhobshie from
Gress and Moley Laadie was after a girl from Shawbost. We
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used to pass each other in the early hours on the Barvas moor.
Those were the days!

Friday night, to stop him catching the 7 o’ clock bus up town.
This night I opened the back door for him and he escaped. He
walked down the croft where he got a lift from Dr. Gillies. When
the boys got to the Royal, Umpa was there before them.
I think there were several good ‘watchers’ looking after the river
in those days!
Bommy: Yes, very good ones, Rashy, Sparrow and Iain a’
Phaby. They were reported by another local man. They found
out afterwards who it was but I won’t mention his name.
Anyway they were coming from the river in Iain a’ Phaby’s car
when they were stopped by police in front of Sammy Doo’s.
They were caught with three salmon. Their nets, salmon and
even the car were confiscated. Yes, the river was well looked
after!

The Macleod brothers, 50 Back, (left to right): John, Donald,
Angus, taken in Stirling in 1980 where Donald was living at the
time. John and family were visiting from New Zealand, and Angus
went out to Stirling just before they left for New Zealand.

What year did you get married?
Chirsty Ann: We got married in 1959 in the old Back Hall. Our
wedding was the last wedding in the hall. The hire of the hall
was £5.00. There were several bulbs that we had to replace
ourselves so we got a £1 discount. I only dumped the receipt
a few weeks ago. I think it was issued by John Graham who
I think was mac Murchadh Glexton from Outend Coll. I think
it could have been Baish. We were married by Reverend
MacAulay who was the Back minister at the time. He came
from Carloway; Bommy was brought up next door to him. We
stayed in the family home. We have three children: Dolina,
James and Karina, and eight grandchildren.
What did you do Bommy?
Bommy: I was in the Merchant and the Royal Navy. After that I
spent my days on the loom. Every house had a loom in those
days. There was a loom in every house between No. 39 Back
and 57 Back. I remember one day there were three tweeds
left outside the gates of all these houses, one from each of
the three mills that were operational then, Newall, Todd’s and
MacKenzie. We were kept really busy.
You must remember some of the characters from the village.
Bommy: The one and only Kenny MacLeod, known as Umpa,
what a character. He was a clever man but fit for anything.
His sister used to lock him in the loom shed, especially on a

Bommy and the Captain

Chirsty Ann: My brother Donald (Doa) and Rashy were
friends. Rashy used to walk everywhere, day and night, so he
was heavy on the plates and tacks that were used to re-sole
shoes. My father used to repair the family shoes and had
stored the spare parts in a cupboard upstairs. Doa got a hold of
them and used them all to repair Rashy’s shoes. My father was
livid.
I remember one day we were cutting the peats. There was a
football match between Back and Carloway. Rashy was one
of the peat-cutting crew and thought he was going to get paid
straight away. Jokey was home on leave from the army and
was to give him a lift but the motorbike broke down and Rashy
lost the football bus going to Carloway. There was a dance
after the match and halfway through our bold Rashy arrived. I
don’t know how he got there but he missed the bus again going
home. He arrived in the village about 10am. That shows you
how much his shoes needed repairing!
As told to Jock Murray

FAMILY FOREST
This is a photo of the ‘Cuilleamach’ who came to Lewis from San Jose in California to
research his family tree and found – in his own words – ‘a forest’!
Taken in 1986, Gordon Macleod (on the right) pictured with first cousins, the late Angus
‘Iga’ Macleod and Mal Macleod, is the son of Angus ‘Stavan’ Macleod – Mac Dhòmhnuill
Mhic Dhòmhnuill from Brevig. Stavan - like many of his contemporaries, emigrated to
the States, married there, and eventually lost touch with family in Lewis. He and his
wife separated when Gordon and his sister were still young: this meant that they had no
idea who their Scottish relatives were until a chance meeting with a Lewis lady living in
California who had known his father when he first arrived in America. She was able to fill
in gaps in the family history and made contact with a relative of hers in Stornoway who
set the ball rolling.
Gordon and his wife Betty arrived in Stornoway for the first time in 1986 and were
completely taken aback by the sheer number of relatives that they met! They hadn’t
bargained for the size of the Cuilleamach clan – as Gordon said ‘it’s not a family tree, it’s a forest’. Since then they have visited
Lewis on a couple of occasions with their family, and relatives from Back have been to California a number of times.
As an interesting footnote, on his second visit, after some searching, Gordon discovered his father’s initials carved on a pew in
Back church. The carving had been done about seventy years earlier and had probably got Stavan into hot water at the time, but
to Gordon, it was a real living link to the past.
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FROM
M THE
M ANSE
NSE
Easter Reflection
‘He is not here, but has risen.’ (Luke 24:6)
Many years ago on Princes Street in Edinburgh a striking painting in a shop window caught the eye of a passing gentleman. It
was called ‘The Crucifixion.’ It was a detailed painting of Jesus
extended on the cross surrounded by a crowd watching including
Mary and some others. He stood gazing intently at the painting. It
had been a long time since this man had thought of the cross. His
mind was drawn to Calvary and to long forgotten Gospel truths.
He was both impressed and troubled by the artist’s portrayal of the
death of Jesus.
Suddenly he became aware of a young boy at his side. He also
stood looking closely at the painting. ‘That’s Jesus, sir, on the
cross,’ he said. He spoke with purpose and conviction. ‘They
nailed him there with that crown of thorns on his head and killed
him, sir. He was a good man. He died for us, and that’s his mother
standing there, sir, looking on.’ The man felt a lump rise in his
throat as the boy continued. ‘And he died, sir, for our sins and they
buried him yonder, sir…’
It was too much for this passing gentleman. He was completely
overcome. He turned away no longer able to listen to the young
boy. Perplexed and disturbed, he continued to walk along Princes
Street. Suddenly he felt something tugging at his coat tails.
Turning round he saw the boy who had been telling Calvary’s story
standing there looking into his face. With urgency the boy blurted
out breathlessly, ‘I forgot to tell you, sir. I forgot to tell you – He
rose again!’
Calvary is not the end of the Good News story. There is another
chapter. It is the resurrection story. It must be told. It changes
everything. Without the resurrection, Calvary is meaningless.
On a warm spring afternoon at Easter, a teacher gave a large plastic egg to each of her pupils. Then she sent them outside to find
signs of life and put them inside their egg. Soon they returned.
In one was a butterfly. In another was an ant. Others contained
flowers, twigs and blades of grass. But one egg had nothing in it.
Everyone knew whose it was. It belonged to a Christian boy called
David. Some of the children laughed at him. The teacher asked
him why he had not put any signs of life in his egg. He said quietly
but firmly, ‘Because the tomb was empty.’ David shared a simple
but profound truth. The empty tomb is itself a powerful symbol of
life. It points to a risen, living Saviour – Jesus, ‘the resurrection &
the life’ (John 11:25).

SERVICE TIMES
A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the community to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services in
Back and Tong during April 2012 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 1 April
12 Noon:
Rev Roddy Morrison (Gaelic)
6pm:

Sunday 8 April
10.30am:
Rev Andrew Coghill
12 Noon:
Rev Roddy Morrison (Gaelic)
6pm:

Rev Andrew Coghill

Sunday 15 April
12 Noon:
Mr Stan Gowdy
6pm:

Michael Williams

Sunday 22 April
10.30am:
Rev Calum I Macleod
12 Noon:
Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:

Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 29 April
10.30am:
Rev Calum I Macleod
12 Noon:
Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:

Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 1 April
10.30am:

God sent His son, they called Him Jesus
He came to love, heal, and forgive.
He lived and died to buy my pardon,
An empty grave is there to prove my Saviour lives.

Rev Andrew Coghill

Rev Andrew Coghill

Sunday 8 April
6pm:

Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

Sunday 15 April

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow.
Because He lives, All fear is gone.
Because I know He holds the future,
And life is worth the living just because He lives.

12 Noon:

Rev Calum I Macleod (Family Service)

Sunday 22 April
6.30pm:
Mr Neil Murray (Gaelic)

(G & W Gaither)
Calum I Macleod

MONTHLY FAMILY SERVICE, TONG MISSION HOUSE
Every 3rd Sunday @ 12 Noon. (With Crèche facilities)

Back Free Church
of Scotland: A
charity registered
in Scotland no
SCO38164

Next Service: Sunday 15 April 2012, Preacher – Rev Calum I Macleod, Everyone Welcome
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Chrissie Slater
Chrissie Slater, formerly of Gress, was interviewed recently
and told us the following.
My father was born in Shader, Barvas. His mother walked
across the moor carrying him in a creel on her back and
settled in Back. He was brought up at number 8 Back.
My father served in the First World War with the Gordon
Highlanders. He had a bullet through his left hip. I believe
it was at the battle of Gemm Hill in France where he was
injured. He was evacuated to a London hospital where he
stayed for a long time. One of the other servicemen in the
ward with him was the Queen Mother’s brother. She used to
come and visit him every morning. He got over the injury to
his hip but it left his leg much shorter and for the rest of his
life he wore a special boot and had a walking stick.

photograph of my father taken in 1970 actually showing
Magnus Magnusson (the famous journalist/producer) at the
spot where they had the meeting with Lord Leverhulme.
Leverhulme had no intention of giving the servicemen land
and it was then they took the law into their own hands and
raided the farms. When they first raided the farm they lived
in what was referred to as ‘bothagan’ made just from turf.
They dug the turf to make the walls. Can you imagine that
life just after doing four years in the trenches? From then the
original raider graduated to corrugated iron sheds. My father
had one which my brother Alex knocked down. Roddy at No.
10 had one. There is an excellent one of these sheds left at
No. 25 (Butch’s). Having gone through all that to get land I
heard my father saying years and years later that he wished
he had not gone against Lord Leverhulme.

It was a terrible war where he saw many of his colleagues
drowned in the mud. Father composed several songs about
his days serving in the First World War, all in Gaelic. I know
the words but they are too sad for me to recite, it just makes
me cry. They suffered so much. His injury never kept him
back from doing anything. He cut the peats and did the croft
work. He actually walked to Mùirneag.
After he left hospital he worked in the Munition factories in
Glasgow and it was there he met my mother. My mother
Mary Ann came from Coll, nighean Neill mhic Neill. There
were six girls in the family.

Raid on Gress Farm

Father and Magnus Magnusson at the spot at the mill where
Father had stood to speak to Lord Leverhulme

Father and Donald Campbell (Buanna) after being in Court in
Edinburgh

My father was one of the first men who raided the Gress
Farm in Lord Leverhulme’s days. He went to court in
Edinburgh with Donald Campbell (Buanna) from Upper Coll
to assist in the defence of the raiders who were prosecuted
and they won their case. The servicemen had been
promised land after the war finished but by that time the
island was bought by Lord Leverhulme and the promised
land was never given to them. The poor souls had nowhere
to live. They had several meetings with Lord Leverhulme
with my father as chief spokesman but Leverhulme
refused to give in. Lord Leverhulme had other ideas and
he was concentrating on the fishing industry. I have a

Father and Magnus Magnusson in the house in Gress

Mother and father had seven children, four girls and three
boys. There is only Kitty in Manchester and myself left now.
The five eldest served one way or another in the Second
World War apart from Alex and I who were the youngest.
Donald was in the Navy and Murdo (Camaran) was in the
Army. I can still recite his army number: Lance Corporal
Graham 14240352 because I used to write to him. He went
to Europe on D Day and fought throughout that campaign.
After VE day we never heard from him. My father wrote to
his Commanding Officer to find out what had happened to
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him. He wrote back to say Murdo was alive and on a special
mission. The Commanding Officer told father to burn any
letters they received. His mission was clearing the notorious
Belsen Prisoner of War camp. They had lorry loads of
corpses to dispose of. I cannot remember what was done
with the bodies. Our Murdo never got over that, I believe it
bothered him for the rest of his life.

of lorries. They paid 1/- per load. Sims were the contractors
building the airport and their lorries were numbered, Sims
1, Sims 2, Sims 3 and so on. Charlie Alex was a major
haulier in those days and his lorries were always there.
They sometimes gave us a lift to school. Other local lorries
were Calan, Sandy Tooley, Moley Laddie, Dolly Green and
Beagum from Tolsta. Calum Mhurchadh Chalum took over
from him.
My father was very religious and my mother was completely
different. Mother would entertain all the children in the
village and listen to the boys playing the melodeon keeping
time with music, either clapping or with her feet. Father was
so proud when they built the Gress Meeting House. Himself,
Cake and Dòmhnall Aonghas Dubh amongst others were
the group of men behind it. The church was full on Tuesday
evenings on Prayer meeting night. He was an elder and
on another occasion three or four of them together with the
minister of the time walked to Mùirneag where they had a
full service at the top. Father was also a Precentor in the
church and they sang Psalms at the top of Mùirneag and
you could hear them in Barvas. I don’t know why they had
this service. I think they just thought it was a good idea to
bring attention to Christ our Saviour.

Lance Corporal Graham (Murdo, Camaran) beside his truck in
the British Zone in Germany

Stories from Gress
My father was a postman between the wars. I remember a
couple of stories he told me. Ruaraidh Mhurdo (No. 1) was
a character. He was ploughing with his father’s horse one
day when he stopped my father and asked him to post a
letter for him. It was addressed to J.D. Williams, the one
and only catalogue that was around in those days. The
letter had no stamp as Ruaraidh didn’t have any money.
Bean Mhurdo, his mother, came out to find out who the
letter was addressed to and when she saw J.D. Williams
she just shook her head. She knew he was after a bike and
unknown to Ruaraidh she took the letter from my father
and it was never posted. After a few weeks the bike had
not arrived and the bold Ruaraidh wrote to J.D. Williams
catalogue “Dear J.D.Williams, you never sent me the bike”.
Ruaraidh was a character to the end of his days.
Another one father told me was when the village boys had
a collection for a melodeon. They collected something like
a shilling each and sent for it. I don’t know where they
were going to get it from but I suppose it was J.D. Williams.
Anyway the melodeon arrived and my father kept it hidden
for a few days. The boys were pestering him about its
arrival, especially Seòras a’ Chake. I think Seòras found
out it had arrived and father eventually gave it to them.
Another job he had was collecting money from the lorries
who were taking shingle from the beach to build the airport
and Manor Park houses. There were dozens and dozens

We had a dog called Dutchy, a beautiful black and white
collie. At one time it had a litter of puppies. One day
my father took Dutchy to the moor with him. They were
away for a long time and my mother was getting worried.
Eventually we saw Dutchy coming home and there was no
sign of father. Dutchy fed her puppies and went back to
the moor. My father had gone visiting someone he knew
in Barvas and when he went to leave for home Dutchy
was sitting at the doorstep waiting for him. Wasn’t that
wonderful, she came home, fed her puppies and found her
way back to Barvas.
Gress was a great place to grow up in. There were plenty
children my age to play with. The girls from my end of the
village I played with were Ishbal Bhobshie, Jean Ann and
Cathie Phrize. We actually bossed the boys. Skipping was a
great pastime and as we jumped over the rope we used to
sing:Down by the river, down by the sea
Johnny broke a bottle and blamed it on me
I told Ma, Ma told Pa
Johnny got a whipping and Ha, Ha, Ha.
We used to go visiting with our knitting and spend an
evening in someone’s house. Bean Dhòmhnuill Sheogy was
a lovely lady. Nothing put her up or down and we used to
spend a lot of time with their family. Alex Sheogy was away
at sea and his wife Seonaid used to go to all the village
communions. We and their children used to have the run of
the house, great times, nothing like that nowadays.
It makes me laugh when all the fuss is made of the
Northern Lights or the Aurora Borealis. My father used to
pronounce it different. We were so used to seeing all this.
It was great for us playing on such bright evenings instead
of the usual dark nights. We had dances on the road by
Cnoc na Slide, loads of us enjoyed dancing to Dondy on his
melodeon. Great carefree days we all enjoyed.
Ishbal and I could sing a bit, at least we could hold a tune.
Poor Jean Ann was tone deaf and couldn’t sing to save
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her life. Jean Ann though thought different and we used to
get her to sing with us. Ishbal and I would be in stitches
laughing.

Marriage

I was at one time a conductress on the Tolsta bus. Ganga
hated going to the pictures. This day we had arranged to
go to the pictures but before he was to meet me a trawler
had arrived in the port with fish. He left a letter addressed
to me ‘Chrissie Graham, Tolsta Bus’. When I opened it, it
read ‘Ocean Eddie is in full of fish, can’t go to the pictures’.
Eventually we were living in a flat in the Caber Feidh
buildings close to the harbour. It didn’t matter what time of
the night the big trawlers from Aberdeen and Peterhead
came in they would blow their whistle as they came round
Goat Island. Ganga would be fast asleep but would wake up
immediately and make for the harbour. In those days the
harbour was heaving with fishing boats. He had a thriving
business but he was too generous and his money ran out.
He died from cancer at an early age.

Chrissie and Alex’s wedding picture

I met my husband Alex (Ganga) Slater when I was working
in the mill. He was one of the local Stornoway characters.
Ganga was in the navy and on the Russian Convoys and
was demobbed in 1946. He spent most of his working life
around the harbour either as a fisherman, a fish cadger
or as a businessman when he had the shop on South
Beach Street, with Jimmy Florence and Bill Scott. He was
commended several times for his life-saving exploits in the
harbour. There is a seat in his memory in the ferry terminal.
He saved 19 people from the harbour.

Ganga mending the nets

I have lived in Stornoway for many, many years but I am
still attached to Gress. My family are good to me. I am
surrounded by my grandchildren and great grandchildren
and they give me a lot of pleasure.

Commemmorative ceremony for Ganga at Stornoway Harbour
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CD Release
I had been talking for a number of years about recording
an album but just never got round to it. Life got in the way
a bit; I trained to be a nurse, then I got a job, then I moved
away to Inverness and so on. Finally, the time seemed
right and I thought “now or never.” I felt it was important
for me to record so that I could put together all the ideas
that I had gathered over the years.
Can you tell us about the recording of the album - who collaborated with you? How was the song selection made? How did you
find the recording experience? Where and how was it recorded?

Recording always started off at my family home with me,
my dad and a guitar. We would bounce around some
ideas and experiment and then we would record the bare
bones of the track in his home studio. From there, we
would work on developing the tracks and try out different
instruments, timings etc.

Isobel Ann Martin (nighean Calum agus Maggie
Martin, Springside, Tong) has recently released a
new CD, entitled Duslach is Òr (Dust & Gold). Here
she answers some questions about the album.

We went over to Nashville to record some of the album
at Studio 19. We had three days in the studio there with
a whole host of fantastic session musicians. It was really
surreal! The other tracks were recorded back in Scotland
in Glow-worm Studio in Glasgow with the brilliant Malcolm
Jones from Runrig! I was totally overwhelmed to be
recording live with Malcolm but it was an amazing experience!

Can you tell us a little about your own musical background and
how this has developed to the stage of producing your own
album?

The recording experience itself was a learning curve. It is
very different to go from singing unaccompanied at a concert to recording with top musicians in a recording studio.

I

What are your own thoughts on the finished album? What does it
mean to you to have completed it?

was born and brought up in Tong and came from a home
where we were surrounded by music growing up. I
was also fortunate to have been brought up in a Christian
home and learned to sing Gaelic from a young age in
the services in church. The style of singing I heard and
learnt in church has had a huge influence on my style of
singing. I soon began singing at the Mod and in school
and went on to sing at various concerts and ceilidhs. All
these things led to me learning a variety of different songs
over the years and that led on to me choosing material for
recording an album.
What was the impetus for the album’s creation? Why was it
important to you to record?

I love it! I’m thrilled to have it finished and I am very proud
of it. It was hard work at times but worth it all in the end.
I had an idea of what the finished article might sound like
but it has surpassed all my expectations.
Isobel Ann’s album Duslach is `Or (Dust & Gold) is available
at Gordon’s Shop and the Post Office in North Tolsta, as well
as other shops throughout the island. She will be appearing in
concert at the Hebridean Celtic Festival this July: Breasclete
Community Centre on the 11th July, and The Main Tent
Stornoway on 12th July (details at www.hebceltfest.com).

Charity Run
Catherine Macdonald, 20 Upper Coll, is currently training up to run the 2012 Virgin London Marathon on
22nd April, having been given a charity place to run for
Children with Cancer UK. This charity funds valuable
research into the causes, prevention and cure of childhood cancers and supports many families throughout
the UK. Catherine has pledged to raise £2000 for them
and anyone who would like to sponsor her can do so at
Gordon’s or in her own shop ‘The White House’ or via
her secure non-profitmaking fundraising page: virginmoneygiving.com/catherinemacdonald1. On March
11th, with less than 6 weeks to go before the big day,
Catherine ran the Inverness half marathon with over
2000 others! She completed it in 2hrs 25 mins, happy to
have crossed the line!

Catherine after completing the Inverness half marathon
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SGOIL A’ BHAC
News brought to you by the Press Gang: Martin
Beaton and Jamie Murray
Back S1 pupils win Gaelic prize
at Film G awards by Martin
Beaton
Back School’s 1A won the Gaelic
(12-17 years) prize for their film
’Abair Sgaibh’, at the Film G
award ceremony held in Glasgow
on Friday 9 March 2012.
Shortlisted with The Nicolson
Institute, Lionacleit School and
Portree High School, in this
national competition for young
film-makers, the pupils were
shocked and delighted to win.
The school was given four tickets
for the ceremony at the Fruitmarket in Glasgow, so the four
pupils with the main speaking parts represented the class.
Class teacher Chriselle Bain, and parent Murdo Macdonald
travelled with the pupils, Andrew Smith, Sam Macdonald,
Joanne Maclean and Catriona Bain.
Exploding lunchboxes and other challenges!
Primary pupils (P3-7) took part in another round of
Masterclasses at the end of Term 3. These included
Science, Outdoor Learning, ICT, Cookery and Design and
Technology.
The Science group learned how to make ice-cream without a freezer and the chemical make-up of an ‘exploding
lunchbox’ amongst other things; the Cookery class made
macaroni cheese and baked cakes and scones; Design and
Technology painted porcelain mugs and vases; ICT pupils
learned how to use Photoshop and the Outdoor Education
class planted flowers, fruit and vegetables, and took a sensory walk around the local area.
Pupils were presented with their Certificates of Learning at a
ceremony at the end of the week.
EP3/4 and ‘Roots of Empathy’
Back Primary is involved in a ground-breaking pilot scheme
here in the Western Isles. The project, Roots of Empathy,
run in the school by Action for Children worker Lynette
Wymss, involves a class (EP3/4) working with a mother
and young baby, over twenty-nine weeks, to learn about the
baby’s development and emotions.
Through talking about the infant’s emotions, the children
learn about their own and others’ feelings, leading to
increased empathy and improved relationships.
Class teacher, Amy Maclean commented: ‘The pupils are
really excited and very enthusiastic about the project, but it’s
too early to say how it will impact on behaviours.’
Pupils have said they like getting to play with the baby and
she is now smiling at them.

The programme,
which started in
Canada in 1996, has
shown remarkable
results in making
children, at the stage
when they are just
learning about feelings, kinder to each
other. It has also
shown a longer term
reduction in incidents of bullying.
Congratulations to …
Caitlin Mackenzie EP7, who has been selected for the
National Youth Choir of Scotland-Girls Training Choir. She
said that she was feeling “good and excited”.
Cross-country winners … U13 Girls – Catriona Bain and
U9 Boys Calum Maclennan. Well done also to John Alasdair
Bain (U11), Ellie Macdonald (U9)) and Steven Mutch (U9)
who came second in their races. Sgoil a’ Bhac won the John
A MacGregor Trophy for the Primary School with the highest
marks in the U9 and U11 competition.
S1/S2 Girls Football team, which won the 5 a-side competition at the recent Sports Festival.
Well done to all who took part in the Sports Festival, including the swimmers, who were able to participate thanks to
parents Jane Hartley-Oliver and Becky Pritchard.
1B Girls who raised £262 for Water Aid, by holding a Movie
Night in the school.
Welcome
Welcome to supply infant teacher, Claire Wilson, who has
taken over class E1/2 from Lorraine Campbell, who is on
Maternity Leave.
Best Wishes
Best wishes to Music teacher, Avril Duncan, who is on longterm Sick Leave. Supply teachers Noel Eadie and Cath Fish
cover Primary and Secondary Music classes.
Best wishes also to students Alyson Macdonald, Eilidh
McLeman, and Johan Maclennan, from Lews Castle
College, and Joanne Morrison, from Strathclyde University,
who have been on placement in the school recently. We
enjoyed having them and wish them well with their studies.
Book Fair
Many thanks to the parents who ran the Scholastic Bookfair,
raising £174 in commission for the school: Maribelle
Macdonald, Isabelle Macdonald and Lesley Macdonald.
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Certificate of Achievement winners at February assembly

GP5,6,7 planting trees with parent Becky Pritchard

Growing Things - Sgoil Araich pupils busy in the polytunnel

P6 & 7 pupils at the Science Festival National Grid Workshop

Some World Book Day characters organised by the Parent Council

GP3 & 4 at their Mother’s Day Enterprise stall

EP5 & 6 visit the Co-op as part of their Fair Trade
Enterprise

Western Isles Cross-country Championship winners
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TONG SCHOOL
Appointment of Principal
Teacher
Mrs Jenny Macleod has been
appointed as Principal Teacher
in Tong School. Mrs Macleod will
continue to teach in the P4/5 classroom three days each week and
will be office based one morning of
each week. Staff and pupils wish
Mrs Macleod well in her new role.
Mrs Jenny Macleod,
new Principal Teacher
Snow Queen DVD
The Christmas production of ‘The
Snow Queen’ was captured on film and copies are being
snapped up by pupils, parents and staff as a reminder of an
entertaining evening. The front cover design incorporates
illustrations from Hannah (P7), Sian (P6), Dulin (P5), Donna
(P5) and Charlotte (P4). Staff and pupils convey their sincere appreciation to Mr Martin Macleod for his help throughout this project: from filming to producing final copies of the
DVD.

World Spelling Day, World Maths Day, World Science
Day (6th- 8th March)
Pupils enjoyed participating in Spelling, Maths and Science
activities and competing with other children of the same age
all around the world. The games were played online and
reinforced the message that learning is fun.
Rag Bags Reward
The school’s latest Eco Schools initiative is a ‘Rag Bag’
campaign. Many bedrooms and wardrobes received an early
Spring Clean and the school recently sent twenty two large
sacks to mainland Scotland for recycling. Pupils and staff
are grateful to all who donated items as an incredible £163
was raised from the venture. Thank you also to Mrs Lloyd
and P6/7 for collecting, sorting and packing up the donations
received. This is an ongoing campaign and we welcome
any donations (old/unwanted clothing, linen and shoes) from
pupils, parents and friends in the community.
Pupil Council
A newly elected Pupil Council met together for the first
time on Thursday, 15th March. The group comprises of:
Naomi Graham and Joel Ferguson (P1); Grace Macleod
and Cailean Macdonald (P2); MaryAnne Macphail and
Harry Bray (P3); Tori Mackinnon and Drew Maynard (P4);
Donna Maciver and Murdo Morrison (P5); Ben MacMillan
and Kieran Boyle (P6) and Hannah Macdonald and Ronan
Sinclair (P7). The selection process was democratic as each
pupil wrote a ‘manifesto’ stating how they would serve their
classmates if elected to the Pupil Council. Each child was
then invited to vote for two pupils within their own class. A
Pupil Council has been in existence within the school for
many years, but this new system ensures all children from
P1-P7 are given an opportunity to become involved. The
aim of the Pupil Council is to meet with staff and present
the views of the pupils on certain matters within the school.
Pupils are invited to make suggestions to their class representatives and these are shared at the regular school
assembly.

Science Festival
Pupils in Primary
2-7 had a fun time
participating in various workshops at
this year’s Hebridean
Science Festival. It is
always worthwhile for
pupils to participate in practical activities and appreciate
Science using everyday materials. Primary Four and Five
also received an interesting and informative talk from SEPA
(Scottish Environmental Protection Agency) as part of the
Festival events. Primary One were invited to view Mr Boom
perform at Stornoway Primary School. This was a real treat
as Mr Boom came down from the Moon to entertain the children with a selection of songs and games.
Table Top Sale and Car Wash
Pupils and staff are very grateful to the Fundraising
Committee of the Parent Council for organising a Table Top
Sale and Car Wash on 10th March. Their effort raised a
superb total of £578.69 for the School Fund. A stall with a
tombola and baking selection raised £163.31 for the P6/7
trip to Fairburn. Many thanks to those who gave of their time
to make this event possible.
Club Golf
The Active Schools Co-ordinator, Claire Scott, organised a
four week session of Club Golf in March for pupils in Primary
Four and Five. The introduction to the game has been
enjoyed by all and some children hope to continue playing.
Cross Country Competition
Seven pupils participated in the Cross Country Competition
on Saturday 17th March in the Castle Grounds. They are
pictured proudly displaying their medals.

Cross Country Runners
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Our new Pupil Council members

Eilidh (P4) stacking fluids at the
Hebridean Science Festival

P1 loved their visit to Stornoway
Primary to see Mr Boom

Adam M (P4) using a microscope during
the SEPA visit

Tong School Log Book Entries
LOG BOOK 1 - 1879-1900
July 4th 1879: The attendance not so good this week. Added 2 girls to our numbers. The novelty of a new and newly
refurbished house and new books seems to attract the children more than a taste for literature.
December 19th 1879: JM absent for a fortnight. She has been most irregular in her attendance since she came to
school. MM absent for a fortnight for want of shoes.
March 25th 1881: School opened and closed daily with prayer. Monday very stormy, no school kept. School was kept
on Saturday instead. Attendance moderate.
August 6th 1886: I find the supply of books in this school very deficient and a considerable number of the children on
the roll attending as half timers due to having to herd cattle.
Information courtesy of The Tasglann Project. The Tasglann project is funded by the European Regional Development
Fund, the Comhairle and Comunn na Gàidhlig. For more information on Tasglann nan Eilean Siar, visit their website
at www.cne-siar.gov.uk/archives or email the team at tasglann@cne-siar.gov.uk
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BACK
PHARMACY
VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION
AND DELIVERY SERVICE
TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE
Access Roads, Site Clearances,
Foundations, Drainage,
Landscaping Etc…
22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis
Tel: 01851820687
Mob: 07733067524
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10 YEARS AGO
The April 2002 issue congratulated Dano on receiving an
award for Education Supporter of the Year at the Scottish
Education Awards in Glasgow. The issue also contained a feature on Alisdair White of Springside, Tong, who had recently
begun touring with the Battlefield Band. With the 2002 football
season due to begin there was a feature on the Back FC squad
for the upcoming season.

From the
Archives...
A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

In the News in April 2002: April 9 – The funeral of Queen
Elizabeth, the Queen Mother takes place in Westminster
Abbey, London. Number one singles in April 2002 were Gareth
Gates with ‘Unchained Melody’, Oasis with ‘The Hindu Times’
and Sugababes with ‘Freak Like Me’.

LATN cover April 2002

Left to right are Cathy Macdonald, John Maclean, Gavin Macdonald, Dano Macdonald,
Jayne Murray, Alex McLeish, Jack McConnell and Peter Cox

Back FC 2002
Back row: Scott Macleod, David Macdonald, Andrew Macleod, John ‘VP’ Macleod, David
Maclean, Derek Macleod, Murdo Maclennan, Murray Macleod, Ross Hall
Front row: Kenneth ‘Bugsy’ Smith, Gordon Fraser, Iain Maclennan, Peter O’ Donnell, Peter
Grant, Gordon ‘Birdie’ Macleod, David Maciver

Alisdair White
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD – BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET
STORNOWAY
TELEPHONE; 01851 703384

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER
OF QUALITY
MACLEOD & MACLEOD’S
ORIGINAL
STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements
Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets
A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles
Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop
Tel No: 705656

APRIL 1942
SPRING WORK
The inhabitants of the various townships in the district are now
busily engaged planting potatoes and sowing oats. At the time
of writing, the weather is ideal for spring work, it had hitherto
been unsuitable for low lying ground, being rather damp for seed.
Some crofters, while waiting their turn of the tractor, are cutting
their peats. Servicemen at home are assisting with the work.

ON LEAVE
The following have been on leave recently:- Agnes Martin,
WRNS, 17 Vatisker; Annie Stewart, WAAF, New Street, Back;
Johanna Macleod, WAAF, New Street, Back; Pte Angus Macleod,
Worcester Regiment, 1 New Park, Vatisker; Norman Macleod,
RNR, New Street, Back; Donald and Donald Angus Macleod,
Merchant Navy, 47 Vatisker (the last three-mentioned are brothers); CPO Alexander Macleod, Lighthill, Vatisker; Norman
Mackenzie, RNR, 57 Vatisker; Murdo and Alexander Maclennan
(brothers), 15 Coll; PO George Macleod and Quartermaster John
Murdo Macleod (brothers), 8 Upper Coll; Malcolm Mackay,
RNR, 65 Coll; John Macleod, RNR, 1 Gress; John Macmillan,
Merchant Navy, 35 Vatisker; Norman Maciver, RNR, Outend Coll;
Kenneth Campbell, RNR, 11 Vatisker; Donald Mackay, RNR,
53 Back; Finlay Macritchie, RNR, 56 Back; Malcolm Maciver,
RNR, 27 Vatisker; Colin Maciver, RNR, 37 Vatisker; Norman
Campbell, RNR, 8 Vatisker; Dan Murray, RNR, 37 Gress; Murdo
Maciver, RNR, 15 Gress; Angus Macleod, RNR, 45 Vatisker;
Alexander Martin, RNR, 17 Vatisker; Hugh Maciver, RNR, 37
Vatisker, Neil Beaton, RNR, 40 Vatisker, John Murdo Maciver,
RNR, 36 Upper Coll, Norman Campbell, RNR, 8 Vatisker;
Malcolm Murray, RNR, 38 Upper Coll; PO Donald Macleod,
37 Back; PO Angus and Murdo Maciver, RNR (brothers), 36
Gress; John Murray, RNR, 33 Gress; from the Merchant Navy
:- Neil Stewart, 29 Gress; Donald Macdonald, 32 Gress; John
Murray, jun., 43 Vatisker; and John Macleod, New Street, Back;
Kenneth Campbell, RNR, 11 Vatisker, PO Murdo Maciver, 11
Upper Coll, Donald Cumming, RNR, 17 Upper Coll; Malcolm
Macdonald, Merchant Navy, 6 Coll; John Mackenzie, M.A., The
Manse; Donald Murray, RNR, 7 Upper Coll; Kenneth Macdonald,
RNR, 61 Back. Donald Nicolson, RNR, 4 Back; Peggy Stewart,
NAAFI, 4 Vatisker; Donald Mackenzie, RNR, 26 Back; Alex
Maciver, RNR, 47 Coll; Murdo Maclennan, RNR, 15 Coll; Donald
Macmillan, RNR, 35 Vatisker; Malcolm Macritchie, RNR, 47
Back; Murdo Macritchie, RNR, Lighthill, Back; Merchant Navy;
Donald Macaskill, 8 Vatisker; Norman Macleod, 1 New Park,
Vatisker; Agnes Ferguson, WAAF, 2 Gress; Katie Ann Maciver,
WAAF , 48 Back. Mr George Beaton, 40 Vatisker, left recently
to join the RAF as a wireless operator. His only brother, Neil is
a naval reservist. Miss Katie Mary Campbell, 6 Vatisker; Miss
Chirsty Mary Campbell, 11 Vatisker and Miss Bella Burnside, 39
Vatisker, left recently for the South to undergo a period of training
for the nursing profession.

OBITUARY
We deeply regret to record the death of Malcolm Macgregor, eldest
son of Mr and Mrs Norman Macgregor, 54 Back, which occurred
recently after a lingering illness. The deceased, who was thirty-six
years of age, bore his long illness with patience and fortitude, and
was reconciled to the hand of Providence. He joined the Royal
Naval Reserve before he was 20 years old, and later while undergoing a period of training he contracted the illness from which
he never recovered. The funeral service at the house was conducted by Rev. Kenneth A Macrae, Stornoway and Rev. Roderick

Mackenzie,
Back. The
sympathy of the
whole community is extended
to the bereaved
family.

Back
in
Time

GRESS SEAMAN
HONOURED
Mr and Mrs Angus Graham, 41 Gress, have received a letter of
congratulations from the Stanhope Steamship Co. Ltd., for the
honour bestowed on their son Murdo, when the Distinguished
Service Medal was awarded to him for his great heroism. Murdo
was a member of the crew of the S. S. “Empire Defender”,
which was sunk in the Mediterranean through enemy action last
November. He is interned in Tunisia, North Africa. Details of the
actual deed for which the medal was awarded are not yet available.

COMMUNION
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was dispensed in the Back
Free Church congregation on the last Sabbath of March. The services which began on Thursday, the 26th, ended on Monday, 30th
March. Large congregations attended all diets of worship. Good
weather prevailed throughout the period. Rev R. Mackenzie,
minister of the congregation, was assisted by the Rev. Angus
Finlayson, Scalpay, and the Rev. John Macsween, Tongue, who
preached with much acceptance.

WEDDING BELLS
A pretty wedding took place at 48 Back, the home of the bride on
Thursday, 19th March, when Murdina, eldest daughter of Mr and
Mrs Murdo Maciver, was united in matrimony to Donald Calum
Macdonald, 27 Tolsta Chaolais. Rev. Roderick Mackenzie, Back,
officiated. The bride, who looked beautiful in white satin, was
attended by her sister, Katie Ann, who is serving in the WAAF.
The bridesmaid wore shell pink. The duties of groomsman were
ably performed by Mr Donald Macdonald, Tolsta Chaolais, a cousin of the bridegroom. After the ceremony a large number of guests
were entertained and the health and happiness of the newly-weds
was duly toasted. One hundred and twenty one congratulatory
telegrams were received as well as numerous useful presents and
a large sum of money, testifying to their popularity. Dancing was
carried on in the usual Lewis style until well into the next morning. We wish the young couple every success.

TONG
ON LEAVE
Those home this week for a short spell of leave are:- Murdo
Macdonald, MN, 1 Aird Tong and Kenneth Stewart, MN, 11 Tong.
We are also pleased to have among us for a few days, Mr Alex
Thomson, MA, Glasgow.

SPRING WORK
A general start has been made with the spring work and the tractor is busy in the village. Realising the importance this year more
than ever, of growing more food, many are attempting to increase
the acreage of their cultivated ground. The chief drawback, of
course, is the shortage of labour, and it is hoped that some of the
young men on service will be released even for a short time, to
help with good work.
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BACK INDOOR BOWLING CLUB
On Saturday 25th February 2012 the Kenny (Titan) Macdonald memorial triples tournament was played at Upper Coll.
Twelve teams from Back, Bernera, Breasclete and Stornoway took part and after three games each, the qualifiers for
the semi-finals were Duncan (Suggan) Maclean, Donald A (Cab) Stewart and Willie (Tothan) Macleod versus Margaret
Macleod, R. Cousins and Norman Macleod (Bernera). The other semi-finalists were John Macaskill, Calum I (Hydro)
Macdonald and John N Macleod versus I Linklater, A. Munro and Murdo (Bloxy) Murray. Willie Macleod’s team played
Murdo Murray’s team in the final, which was a very closely contested game, but Willie Tothan’s team won to take the trophy, which was kindly presented by Titan’s nephew, Kenny (Moley) Macdonald. Congratulations to Willie’s team. Many
thanks to all who took part in the game and also for the catering arrangements and raffle. A very good day was had by
all.

Club Champion Duncan Maclean and
League Champion James Macleod

James Macleod and
John Norman Macleod

DA Stewart, Kenny Macdonald, Willie
Macleod and Duncan Maclean

On Wednesday 29th February, the BIBC league concluded and many congratulations to young James (mac Kenny
the Butcher) Macleod, who won the league championship shield for 2012. The end of season 2011-2012 saw the Club
Championship being played on Wednesday 7th March. Sixteen players took part and following the preliminary games,
the semi-finals were contested thus: Donald (Cab) Stewart played Duncan (Suggan) Maclean and Alasdair (Ali) Maclean
played Calum lain (Hydro) Macdonald. The final was interestingly played between father and son - Duncan and Alasdair
Maclean, with Duncan coming out on top to win the Club Championship. Congratulations to Duncan. May I thank all the
players who took part in all the competitions throughout the season and hope to see you all back at Upper Coll in early
October.
JNML

Ionad Loch a Tuath Presentation
Past and present members of Ionad Loch a Tuath recently got together to mark the occasion of Willie Mcdonald’s
leaving his post as children’s community officer. Uilleam’s service was recognised by LATN when he was awarded
the Citizen of the Year trophy recently. Ionad Loch a Tuath is a community organisation through which community
schemes have been coordinated over the last decade. Uilleam spent the last eight years working at Back School and at
the Upper Coll Centre, working at various activities with the children of the district and maintaining the facilities at Upper
Coll.
Ionad Loch a Tuath showed their appreciation of Wlllie’s dedication to his duties at a presentation dinner recently held
in the County Hotel, Stornoway.

John Maclean, Willie Macdonald, Kathleen Macdonald,
Rona Macdonald

Past and present members of Ionad Loch a Tuath
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Ina Choinneach Sheumais (Angusina Beaton, 37 Coll), back row far right, WAAFS, August 1943.
Can any reader identify the others?
Taking home the peats, November 1961 (left
to right): Mary Jane Macleod (Lidy), 21 Back;
Jessie Stewart (Dòmhnall Ruadh), 10 Back; Alex
Graham (am Puthair), 27 Back; Kenny Macleod
(Kenny Bhast), 20 Back; Donald Stewart on ladder
(Upsan), 10 Back; on top of load Murdo Maciver
(Poraigean), 34 Back; Alex Neil Kennedy, 13 Back;
driver unknown

Bean Roddy, Bean Iain
Oscar and in front Peigi
a’ Bhrunaich (bean Alex
Uisdean). Taken in the
school canteen in the
late 50s.

Ina Choinnneach
Sheumais (Angusina
Beaton, 37 Coll) and
sister Ciorstag with
their first great great
grand niece Samantha,
2002

Back School Staff, early 1980s

Back row (left to right): Mrs Zena Mackenzie; Mr Calum Maclean; Mr Graham Starmore; Mr Calum Maclean; Mr John Maclean; Mr John
Maclennan; Mr Angus Macleod; Mr Alex Macdonald (Headteacher); Mrs Finella MacDonald
Front row: Miss Catherine Stewart; Mrs Lilian Maclennan; Mrs Katie Sandra Matheson; Mrs Bella Mary Matheson; Miss Chirsty Ann
Macleod; Mrs Netta Macleod; Mrs Alexina Macleod

All kinds of fencing
erected, including:
z Stock fencing.
z Wooden rail fencing.
Individually designed,
steel fabrication and
installation including:
z Gates and fences.

Elaine MacDonald
HND Beauty Therapy
AOFM Freelance Makeup Certificate
Freelance Makeup Artist and Manicurist

z Guard rails.
z Braziers.
z Any other metal
work requirement
for your home,
croft or business.

Kevin
Murray

Make-up for all occasions: Weddings,
anniversaries, parties, etc
OPI nailcare products
Mini manicures and file & polish

Local, affordable and
reliable - please call
for a free quote.

01851 820789
07717 436375

Tel: 07901957618 / 01851 820820
Email: elaine.makeup@yahoo.co.uk
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Alasdair Bhast, Mairead Bhast (age 13),
Kenny Bhast during World War Two

Iomhair a’ Bhounce, Titan

Etta (nighean Eric) with her husband
Alasdair Stewart (Heema), 13A Newton
Street, Stornoway

Chirsty Mary, 17 Back; Mairead Bhast,
20 Back; Ciorstag, 17 Back; Angus
Murdo (Dodo), 17 Back, circa 1940

Donald J Macleod, Broadbay View,
(deceased); Daniel Gallacher, Vatisker;
Jayne Macleod, Broadbay View, 1
January 1990

Wee Willie!

Donald Graham, 40 Upper Coll, and
Kenneth Macleod, 2 Coll

Chrissie Macleod (bean Spread), 14 Coll;
Bellann Maclennan (Bellann Rob), 42
Back, taken at Una and Thomas Davis’
wedding, April 2003

Ishbel Uilleam Dhomhnaill, bean Sheòrais a’
Chran, Seonag Aonghais Dhomhnaill
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The Sweet Pea
Of all the hardy annual flowers the sweet pea, known as the queen
of annuals, will hold its own against any rivals for sheer beauty and
vigorous growth, for colour and fragrance. No wonder it has such
a reputation. It even has its own society - The National Sweet Pea
Society.
I once grew a variety of scented ones over a pergola, which was
built as a feature over the path in the back garden. Walking under
this multitude of scented flowers was a joy. I tried the same here
but sadly, a gale completely destroyed this lovely plant, but I understand this was the experience of others also. It is best grown where there is both shelter and sun and of course, needs
something upon which to climb. No gardening knowledge is required and it can grow in most soils. It has been called ‘the
cut and come again’ flower for the more it is cut the more it will bloom and no other plant can produce such a magnitude
of flowers. The seed, which can be pot-grown or planted directly in the soil once it warms, is hard-skinned, but to assist
germination it can be nicked with a sharp knife or rubbed with a file on the opposite side to the eye. Making your own pots
can be quite simple. All you need is newspaper, which you make into pots 6” deep by 2” in diameter. Place them together,
maybe in an ice cream container, to prevent them from collapsing. Once planted out, paper and all, growth can be vigorous and so it is best to have the supports in place. Planting too close to encourage thick growth could cause the foliage to
collapse, especially if the rain adds to the weight. So plant as recommended.
Predators such as sparrows, mice and slugs also love this plant. Mice have a keen sense of smell and are masters in
locating food, especially pea seeds which are planted in the soil. Aphids (green-fly) which can be destructive, can be
attracted to this plant, therefore spraying at the first sign is essential.
From the Poileagan

Oven Scones
Ingredients
1lb self raising flour,
4ozs margarine,
1dsp sugar,
2tbsp syrup,
1egg (beaten),
milk
Rub flour and margarine till they resemble breadcrumbs.
Mix in syrup and egg and enough milk to make a soft dough.
Place on floured top, press out with hand until 1” thick.
Cut with 2” cutter and place on baking tray. Brush tops with milk.
Bake in pre-heated oven 200C/400F gas 6 for 10-12 min.

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE
LOCH A TUATH NEWS
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AN IDEAL GIFT

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off
slip and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or
cash for £28.16 to Mary Ann Davidson, 3a New St,
Back, Isle Of Lewis, HS2 0LH.
A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is
due.
International rates on application

_____________________________________________
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BACK TO BUSINESS AT UPPER COLL
The cold Monday night training sessions are finally drawing
to an end as Back FC manager Iain Maclennan puts his team
through their final paces with a run along the Coll beach.
With the new season only a few weeks away Iain is confident
that Back will be ready to mount another season long campaign to regain the title that they won over in Carloway last
September. As is typical of him he played down our chances
of success this year and will look to guide his squad game by
game and see what this brings. It worked well last year so why
change a winning habit?
The squad remains much the same although Chris Adams
has left after several years of sterling service. Iain made a few
enquiries to strengthen his squad but wasn’t too concerned
when they fell through as he feels he has a good depth to his
squad already. Iain has however signed up two ex-Back players
in David Maclean and David Maciver who will bring even more
valuable experience.
Last year’s player of the year Martin Maclean is fit and raring to
go although it will be touch and go for Captain Ross Hall as he
struggles with a hip injury that never seems to leave him. David

‘Ox’ Macleod and Jason Macleod will probably start as our central pairing for this season.
Younger players like James Macarthur, James Macleod and
Colin Maclean will benefit from playing the odd game last season whereas Andrew ‘Mowgli’ Macleod and Andrew Maciver will
be expected to step up a level as they try to cement a regular
start just like DJ Macdonald has done in recent seasons.
Rumours of a slim Kevin ‘Bloxy’ Murray have turned out to
be true although how many games he plays this season will
depend on Iain Maclennan’s man management skills and plenty
of liniment for his knees.
Regardless of his participation we can expect goals from young
Fraser Macleod who seems to have the happy habit of putting
the ball in the net on a regular basis.
So how will the season go? Too often teams believe the hype
and pay the price whereas Iain Maclennan is happy for Back to
be classed as perennial underdogs as he believes the players
respond well when others play down their chances. With this
in mind I predict Back to finish 3rd in the league and fall in the
first round of every cup!
Peter O’ Donnell

Champs 2011

DUAIS GHÀIDHLIG FILMG DO SGOIL A’ BHAC
Bhuannaich na sgoilearan Gàidhlig anns a’ chiad bhliadhna ann an Àrd-Sgoil a’ Bhac an duais Ghàidhlig ann am
farpais FilmG airson aois 12-17.
Anns an t-Samhain 2011 ghabh na sgoilearan pàirt ann
am farpais far am feumadh iad fiolm goirid Gàidhlig a
dhèanamh. Bha aca ris an sgriobt a sgrìobhadh, caractaran a thaghadh, ceòl a chur ris agus na camaran
obrachadh airson am fiolm a chlàradh.
Rinn an clas, a bha ag obair còmhla ri Iain Finlay
Macleòid, fiolm goirid mu dheidhinn triùir chloinne a
chaidh airson ‘sgaibh’. Chunnaic iad taigh beag a-muigh
air a’ mhòintich agus chaidh Uisdean, aon de na balaich
a-steach. Chaidh e tarsainn air an stairsich agus nuair a
dhùisg e bha e ann an Hiort an latha a bha muinntir Hiort
a’ fàgail an eilein. Nuair a thill e air ais don sgoil bha e na
sheann bhodach.
Bha an clas gu lèir ag obair an luib a’ phròiseict seo. Bha
feadhainn ag obair air cul a’ chamara, feadhainn nan
cluicheadairean agus feadhainn eile ag obair le fuaim.

Dh’fheumadh iad ceòl a chur ris an fhiolm cuideachd, rud
a rinn iad le bhith a’ seinn agus a’ cluich a’ mhelodeon.
Chòrd e ris na sgoilearan a bhith a’ gabhail pàirt anns a’
phròiseact inntinneach seo. Bha iad a’ faireachdainn gun
do dh’ionnsaich iad mòran. Abair gun robh iad pròiseil
nuair a chuala iad gun robh iad air a’ gheàrr-liosta airson
na duais Gàidhlig.
Bha na duaisean air an toirt seachad ann an Glaschu air
an naoidheamh latha den Mhàrt agus chaidh an ceathrar a bha a’ cluich nan caractaran anns an fhiolm sìos a
Ghlaschu do na Duaisean airson an clas a riochdachadh.
A’ bruidhinn riutha an dèidh dhaibh cluinntinn gun do
bhuannaich iad, thuirt iad nach b’ urrainn dhaibh a
chreidsinn gun do bhuannaich iad agus gun robh iad a’
smaoineachadh gun robh e dìreach mìorbhaileach.
Tha Sgoil a’ Bhac uabhasach moiteil às na sgoilearan airson cho math ‘s a rinn iad anns a’ cho-fharpais seo agus
bu chaomh leinn taing a thoirt do Iain Finlay Macleòid airson an cuideachadh a thug e dhaibh leis an obair seo.
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BACK SCHOOL S1, 1966-67
Back row (left to right): Iain Murdo Campbell (Upper Coll); Angus Macaulay (Coll); Angus Macleod (Coll); William Macleod (Old Nurses
Cottages); Gordon Maclennan (Coll); Calum Dan Macleod (Upper Coll)
Middle row: Iain Macleod (Coll); Mary Flora Mackenzie (Lighthill); Ann Maciver (Broadbay View); Marina Macdonald (Tong); Mary
Macleod (Broadbay View); Etta Bell Macleod (Back); Iain Dan Maclean (Upper Coll); John Maclennan, teacher
Front row: Mary Macdonald (Tong); Rhoda Ferguson (Back); Christine Macleod (Gress); Peigi Mairi Martin (Lighthill); Chirsty Bell
Ferguson (School Road); Mary MacIver (Outend Coll); Margaret Mackay (Upper Coll)
BACK SCHOOL STAFF, 2000
Back row (left to right): Mrs
Christine Stewart; Mr D A Stewart;
Mrs Chrissie Bella Smith; Mr
Dano MacDonald; Mrs Zena
Mackenzie; Mr Angus Maclennan;
Miss Catherine Stewart
Middle row: Mrs Bella Mary
Matheson; Mrs Janice Scott;
Mrs Netta Macleod; Mrs Finella
MacDonald; Mrs Betty Hepburn;
Mrs Louise Reeves; Mrs Ishbal
MacDonald
Front row: Miss Mabel Martin;
Mrs Malvene MacRae; Mrs
Katie Mary Graham; Mr Donald
A Stewart (Headteacher); Mr
John Maclean; Miss Donna
MacDonald; Mrs Margaret
Graham

Material for
publication in the MAY issue of Loch a Tuath News must be
in before Wednesday 18 April

