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We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the 
community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their 
free time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and 
ears’ of the district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal 
Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3 to cover cost and 
postage. 

FÀILTE
Welcome to the February issue of 
Loch a Tuath News. This month we 
have a lot of local news and photos 
for you. We have an update on the 
progress of the refurbishment pro-
gramme taking place in the church 
and we have an account of the 
Praise Evening which was held in 
the church hall in aid of Bethesda 
recently. We also hear of the lat-
est activities of some of the vari-
ous groups in the district, including 
news from Back FC, who recently 
held their annual awards, and Back 
Bowling Club. Back Parent and 
Toddler Group and Back Brownies 
have also provided us with an 
update on their news. Tong Senior 
Citizens held their annual dinner in 
the Tong Hall recently and we have 
news of that event and photos. 

Norman Smith has provided us with 
the latest instalment in his enjoy-
able tales of life at sea and we 
have an amusing pun-filled piece 
by Colin Tucker. Continuing the pun 
theme, Neil Stewart has recently 
published an e-book of cartoons 
and he tells us a bit about this 

venture. Some of our readers may 
recall that some years ago Loch 
a Tuath News published some of 
Neil’s cartoons, illustrating various 
classroom clangers collected by the 
late ‘Jock’ Maclennan. We wish Neil 
every success with his book, which 
is available on Amazon. This month 
we also have information on the 
various community learning classes 
which are going to be available in 
the area in coming weeks and we 
have a delicious-looking recipe. We 
also have an item relating to the 
opening of the memorial to the land 
raiders at Gress which took place 
in 1996. And, as usual, we have 
another varied selection of photos 
from different eras.

As well as all of that, we have, of 
course, our usual regular features 
too, such as As na Bailtean, From 
the Manse, Back in Time, From the 
Archives, Anns a’ Ghàrradh and the 
latest news from Sgoil a’ Bhac and 
Tong School. Many thanks to all 
those of you who have contributed 
to this month’s issue. Please keep 
the contributions coming.

Cover photo: P6/7 pupils at 
Sgoil a’ Bhac dressed in their 
finery for the Social.
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Alex Dan Stewart

Alex Dan Stewart - Alex Dan a’ 
Phlangaich - was the only son of the 
late Alexander and Christina Stewart, 
4 Vatisker. His father died when he 
was in his mid-teens and his mother 
was a bed-ridden invalid for the best 
part of 40 years. His more senior 
sisters found work outwith the island 
and as a result from the age of matu-
rity the responsibilities of home and 
croft fell on Alex Dan. 

Born in 1926, he was called up for 
war service in the last year of the war 
and joined the Tug Service whose 
base was at Campbeltown. There he 
successfully completed an intensive 
course in signaling using flags and 
Morse Code. From the West coast he 
was transferred to Aberdeen. There 
he joined HMS Growler whose task 
was to tow ships damaged by enemy 
action to British ports for repair. The 
Growler was also one of the allied 
ships sent to liberate the Channel 
Islands.

Alex Dan Stewart

After being demobbed in 1946 he 
joined the many local boys back from 
service who found work in the Harris 
Tweed industry. The loom provided a 
steady source of income as well as 
leisure time to play in the forward line 
of the Back football team and spend 
time inshore fishing.

A period of spiritual conflict and con-
viction followed and he spent some 
time recuperating with his sister in 
Aberdeen. There he found work with 
the City’s Links Department. There 
too he received much help and 
encouragement from Free Church 
students studying in the city before 
they entered a full time course in the 
Free Church College in Edinburgh.

In the early 1960s he returned 
home and became a member of the 

AS NA 
BAILTEAN

BACK / VATISKER
New Baby

Eva Christina Macphail

Many congratulations to Norman and 
Diana Macphail, 30 Vatisker, on the 
birth of their daughter Eva Christina 
on 7 January, a first grandchild for 
both sets of grandparents. 

Bereavements

There has been more than the usual 
number of bereavements with local 
connections in the district during 
the last few weeks of 2012 and we 
extend our sympathy to all who have 
been touched by the passing of loved 
ones.

Mr James Alexander, the dear hus-
band of Morina (nee Stewart) of 
Ardgrianach, Westhill, Inverness, 
passed peacefully away at the 
Inverness Hospice on 20 November. 
Morina, who was from New Street, 
Back, was very popular with her 
peers. She is remembered with fond-
ness by the people of the Poileagan. 
To her and her family of two sons 
and to near relatives we extend our 
condolences at this sad time. 

A similar message is sent to the 
family of the late Mr John Campbell, 
formerly of Tong, who passed away 
in an Aberdeen nursing home early in 
December. Shondan, as he was pop-
ularly known, was a respected indi-
vidual in the church at Back for many 
years. He was ordained as a deacon 
in May 1961 and as an elder in July 
1981. He remained in office until the 
2000 split in the Free Church. He 
was a man of prayer, an exercised 
Christian who witnessed by his walk 
and word to the power of redeeming 
grace. To Cathie, his wife, daughters 
and son we send much sympathy.

Free Church congregation and was 
regarded as a man who had come to 
know Christ as his Saviour. He knew 
his Bible and loved to dwell on spir-
itual realities. 

In the closing years of his life he 
faced difficult health problems 
through the infirmities of old age. 
During this time he was lovingly 
nursed and cared for by his wife 
Margaret Ann. I believe his faith did 
not falter fundamentally and that he 
is now free from all the shortcomings 
and failings of age and illness. 

We convey our deepest sympathy 
to his widow Margaret Ann and his 
beloved son Neil Alexander and his 
only surviving sister Margaret. 

Catherine M Stewart, 1944 - 2012

The sorrow and sense of loss felt by 
many in the community and beyond 
on hearing of the death of Catherine 
Stewart at Bethesda Hospice on the 
morning of Friday 14 December was 
considerable. Even now, several 
weeks later, it seems difficult to real-
ise and accept that she is gone from 
the scene of time. Through her long 
association with the village school 
and the church she became one of 
the most recognised, distinctive and 
respected members of our district.

Catriona a’ Choilear, or Miss Stewart 
as she was known to a younger 
generation, was a primary teacher at 
Back School for a remarkable span 
of thirty seven years. She first taught 
at Ardersier before returning home to 
Back in 1967 for what was expected 
to be a temporary appointment. 
Initially she taught the upper stages 
of the primary school; then in 1974, 
following the retirement of Katie Ann 
Macleod, she moved to the Infant 
Department where she would remain 
for the next thirty years. Catriona had 
a special affinity with children, had 
a genuine concern for their welfare 
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and loved their company. Although 
she could be firm she was also fair 
and she earned the respect and trust 
of successive generations of pupils 
through her dedication, diligence 
and caring demeanour. In 1990 she 
was a pivotal figure in establishing 
and then leading the school’s Gaelic 
Medium Unit, a duty to which she 
brought her customary passion and 
commitment. Even in her retirement 
she maintained her connection with 
young people by tutoring them in the 
oral tradition of precenting Gaelic 
psalms, the success of which could 
be judged from the numerous prizes 
gained at local and national mods. 
It was particularly poignant to see 
so many former pupils pay their own 
silent tribute to her as they flanked 
the large funeral procession which 
made its way through the village on a 
clear, calm winter’s day.

Catriona Stewart

As a neighbour and a friend Catriona 
will be greatly missed.  She pos-
sessed a rare sense of community 
spirit; one who would visit the sick, 
support the bereaved, give freely of 
her time for charitable causes and 
enthusiastically join with others at 
times of celebration and joy. Not one 
given to self-pity or maudlin senti-
ment, her positive frame of mind, 
determination and can-do attitude 
were never more exemplified than 
during the closing months of her life 
as she faced her final illness with 
remarkable patience and fortitude, 
guided throughout by her unwavering 
faith. 

With her passing, many of us feel 
a tangible sense of parting and of 
change with a feeling that something 
quite irreplaceable has passed with 
her. Over the years her home at 10 
Back was a place where visitors from 
across the island enjoyed friendship, 

fellowship and hospitality and pre-
cious memories of those times shall 
endure. As they remember with 
affection and with love their sister 
and aunt we offer our sincere condo-
lences to Angusina, Donald, George, 
Dolangie, Chrissie Bella and Ivor and 
their respective families. May they 
take a measure of comfort from the 
knowledge that their loss is felt and 
shared by so many.
(Contributed)

Catherine Stewart - A Dedicated Life 
of Faith

Having been brought up in a house-
hold and an environment where 
Christian values were paramount, the 
foundation of Catriona Stewart’s char-
acter and interests were truly mould-
ed, but it was not until the early 70s 
that the Holy Spirit did His own part. 
The saving change she experienced 
then made her a person of winsome-
ness whose life of dedication to the 
Lord’s cause was evident to all who 
knew her. Catriona never doubted 
her salvation. Her life, walk and con-
versation bore the fragrance of the 
Master’s presence and guidance.

In March 1972, during the ministry 
of the late Rev M MacAulay, she 
made public profession of faith and 
for forty years she was very diligent 
in her attendance at all means of 
grace. Even in her last few months of 
progressive deterioration the efforts 
she made to attend caused her much 
physical pain but it was a cost she 
was eager to pay and which was a 
witness to many. She had a warm 
admiration for and loyalty to all the 
ministers of the cross, especially to 
those under whose preaching she sat 
in her own congregation. There were 
very few other Free Church congre-
gations in the island where her pres-
ence and persistent thirst for the gos-
pel was not recognised and admired. 

When the cassette ministry was intro-
duced and set up at Back, Catriona 
undertook responsibility in supervis-
ing, recording and distributing the 
tapes and latterly the CDs. This long 
and at times tedious duty was done 
with care, patience and diligence 
- all for furthering the Gospel mes-
sage and for the benefit of the sick 
and housebound. She loved and 
enjoyed fellowship - a person who 
was never more pleased and spiritu-
ally refreshed than when communion 

services were held in her own con-
gregation as well as beyond its 
bounds.

She delighted in spiritual gatherings 
where Christian experiences and 
points of doctrine were exchanged 
and discussed. “The path of the just 
is as a shining light that shineth more 
and more into the perfect day” and 
so it was in the case of our departed 
friend. None could doubt the sincer-
ity of her faith. Her Saviour was her 
chief end and the proclamation of His 
grace was her delight. In conclusion 
we quote the words that were spoken 
at her funeral service: “She drank 
from the streams; now she is at the 
fountain. She rode in His chariot; now 
she is at His throne”.

Congratulations

Congratulations to Kareen 
Macdonald, 21 Clachan Biorach, and 
Kenneth Macleod, 51 Plasterfield, 
who were married on 13 September 
at the Cruin, Loch Lomond. Kareen 
is the daughter of Iain and Dolina 
Macdonald, 46 Back.

Kenneth Macleod and Kareen Macdonald

Fifty Years Married

Our congratulations and good wishes 
go to our regular Back/Vatisker cor-
respondent and his wife on the occa-
sion of their 50th wedding anniver-
sary. Neil Murray (Niall Sheumais a’ 
Ghobha), 52 Vatisker, and Catherine 
Graham (Catriona Aonghais a’ 
Bhillich), 2 Broadbay View, were mar-
ried at Aberdeen University Chapel 
on 27 December 1962 by Rev Hugh 
Mackay. The best man was John 
Murdo Graham, 22 Coll, and the 
bridesmaids were John Murdo’s 
wife Murdina (nee MacDonald), 25 
Vatisker, Alexina Graham, 36 Vatisker 
and Morag Murray, 34 Coll. This well-
known and popular couple made their 
home at The Anvil, Vatisker and it 
was there on 27 December 2012 that 
they welcomed a steady stream of 
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friends and relations to join with them 
to celebrate their golden wedding.

Fortunately a break in the prevail-
ing bad weather allowed Neil and 
Catriona’s daughter Margaret Mary 
and her family to travel up from 
Glasgow in time to join her brother 
Seumas and his family for the cele-
brations which were rounded off with 
a very pleasant meal in a Stornoway 
restaurant the following evening. A 
h-uile beannachd dhuibh agus mòran 
làithean eile còmhla ri chèile.

(John Murdo, the best man, was 
unfortunately in a Glasgow hospital 
undergoing heart surgery at the time 
of the anniversary. Murdina, his wife, 
was also unable to be present due to 
a bad chest cold. We are pleased to 
report that John Murdo is now home 
and they are both much better.)
(Contributed)

COLL
New Babies 

Congratulations to Diana and 
Norman Macphail, Vatisker, on the 
birth of their first baby, a little girl Eva 
Christina. Granny Chirstag Ann and 
Grandpa Aneas, 6 Coll, will be over 
the moon with their first grandchild.

To Marina and Norman (Simon), 28 
Coll, congratulations on the birth of 
their second grandchild, a little boy 
Harris Stewart, born to their daughter 
Melanie and Innes Mackay, Upper 
Coll. Great Granny Etta Ann and 
Great Grandpa John Neil, 76 Coll, 
will be delighted on becoming great 
grandparents once again. We wish 
both families all the best with their 
new additions.

Sympathy

Our sympathy goes to Carol and 
D.J.Murray, 13 Coll, on the sudden 
death of Carol’s sister Cathie Ann in 
Gress. Her husband Andrew, family, 
friends and neighbours are also in 
our thoughts at this very sad and dif-
ficult time.  

GRESS
Sympathy

Our deepest sympathy at this sad 
time goes to Andrew Macleod, ‘Beinn 
Iomhair’, on the sudden death of 

his wife Cathie Ann, aged 31 years. 
Andrew and Cathie Ann were mar-
ried for over four years. Though she 
suffered a lot over the past while, she 
never complained and was always 
looking happy. She was the young-
est of the family of Murdie and Nan 
Macleod, ‘Burnbank’, Shawbost. 
We think of all the families and the 
numerous friends who mourn in such 
a sad bereavement.

Home on Holiday

Nan Murray, Post Office, had a good 
Christmas and New Year as her son 
Calum, Debbie and wee Ewen came 
home from Australia. It was a change 
from the hot Australian weather and 
lovely to see family. His sister Karen 
and little son Lewis were also home 
with them.

Best Wishes

Best wishes to Lena Maclennan, 
No. 14, as she is in hospital at the 
moment. We hope she will be back to 
health soon. 

Best wishes also to Nenna and to 
Murdo Mackenzie who are both home 
from hospital. We hope they will be 
the better for their stay in hospital.

Babies

Liam James and Kieran Maclennan

Best wishes go to Isobel and Jamie 
Maclennan whose baby Liam James 
was born in November, a brother for 
Kieran.

Best wishes also to Diana and 
Norman Macphail (Vatisker) on 
the birth of their little daughter Eva 
Christina, another great granddaugh-
ter for Chirsty Ann, No. 28.

Engagement

Congratulations also to Eileen 

Murray, 28A Gress, and Tom 
Budgeon who became engaged at 
Christmas time. Tom is originally from 
England but the family have moved 
to Scotland. We wish them the very 
best.

Congratulations

Leila Shaw and Andrew Murray

A wedding with Gress and Fillipino 
connections took place on Saturday 
1st December at Norwich Cathedral. 
Andrew, the elder son of Calum (No. 
21) and Mary Murray, married Leila, 
the elder daughter of Ian and Kathy 
Shaw. The happy couple honey-
mooned in Vietnam and Thailand. 
This was another opportunity for the 
Murray clan to get together.

Lost and Found

Iain Mackinnon and Glen reunited

Iain Mackinnon’s collie Glen had 
quite an adventure in Edinburgh 
recently. On Hogmanay Glen was 
scared by the sound of a firework 
going off and he ran off. Searches for 
the lost dog proved fruitless but word 
was spread via social media sites to 
keep an eye out for the collie.

Three days later there were sight-
ings of Glen in Port Seaton in East 
Lothian, 13 miles from Dundonald 
Street where he was lost. Iain made 
his way there, gave a whistle and 
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the obedient collie made his way 
back to his master! Glen then made 
an appearance on the news on STV, 
before travelling back home to Gress 
for a well-earned rest!

TONG
Condolences

The community of Tong extend their 
sincere sympathy to Ismay and Colin 
Campbell, 30 Aird Tong, following 
the recent passing of Ismay’s mother 
Mrs Chrissie Bell Macdonald, 3 
Murray Place, formerly Tong. We also 
remember the sons, Ken, Malcolm 
and Billy. The late Alex John passed 
away a number of years previously. 
We also remember the extended fam-
ily including the grandchildren and 
great grandchildren.

The community was also very 
shocked to hear of the sudden death 
of Mrs Mary Buchanan, 11 Tong. 
We extend our sincere sympathy to 
her daughter Cathie Mary, her son 
Stewart, who lived across the road 
from his mother at 11a Tong, and the 
extended family.

Congratulations

Congratulations to Louis Don and 
Ann-Marie on the birth of Chloe 
Maclennan, born on 2nd December, 
a lovely little sister for Owen. Chloe 
is the second grandchild for Kenny 
Maclennan (Tong) and Moreen and 
Zeb (Coll).

Owen and Chloe Maclennan

UPPER COLL
New Babies

It is lovely to welcome three new 
babies this month! First to arrive, on 
28th December in Aberdeen, was 
Alexander Macleod. Alexander is 
the first child of Donald and Alison 

(nighean Iain Iomhair a’ Bhounce 
agus Margaret Anne), 6 Upper Coll. 
There will no doubt be lots of trips to 
Aberdeen for Granny and Grandpa in 
the future and Alexander will soon be 
shown all the delights of Upper Coll.

Alexander Donald Macleod

The 4th of January saw the arrival 
of Harris Stewart Mackay, a son for 
Innes and Melanie (nighean Simon 
agus Marina), Taigh Gone, 27 Upper 
Coll.

Harris Stewart Mackay with sister Amelia, 
Dad Innes and Mum Melanie

His big sister Amelia, who has just 
had her third birthday, was clearly 
expecting to see a crying baby when 
she first saw her baby brother.  On 
being told by her Dad that he was 
in fact sleeping, she replied, “No, 
Daddy, he’s broken. You have to put 
batteries in him!”

Lilia and Elise Macdonald

On 5th January a second daughter 
was born to David and Carol (nighean 

Iain agus Mary Anne Mackinnnon) 
Macdonald, Holburn, 61a Upper Coll. 
Elise is a wee sister for two year old 
Lilia, who so far is being very atten-
tive! It is interesting to note that with 
Elise’s birth, there are now twenty 
children in that part of Upper Coll. We 
send our congratulations and very 
best wishes to the Macleod, Mackay 
and Macdonald families.

Condolences

We send our sympathy to Katie Bell 
Maclean, 22 Upper Coll, on the death 
of her brother Angus (late of South 
Galson) in Glasgow, where he had 
lived for many years. 

It is with regret we report the pass-
ing in Royston, Hertfordshire of Mrs 
Alexina Wright at the age of 95. 
Alexina, who was born and brought 
up at 11 Upper Coll, had lived in 
Royston since shortly after the 2nd 
World War. She was a regular visitor 
to Upper Coll over the years, accom-
panied by her husband Arthur, who 
spent many days successfully fish-
ing the moor lochs. Our sympathies 
are extended to the family, especially 
son Calum, and sister Katag, the 
only surviving member of Teaghlach 
Chulapain, who lives in Lincolnshire.

Welcome Home

It is good to report that George 
Macdonald, 41 Upper Coll, and 
Kenny Nicolson, 37 Upper Coll, are 
now home from hospital. We send 
them both our very best wishes.

New Road

At the time of writing, the new road 
between Gearradh Ghuirm and Tong 
is nearing completion. It is amazing 
how quickly we forget the potholes 
and blind summits of the old road 
and we look forward with anticipation 
each day as to where the traffic lights 
will be and where we will be taken! It 
is also good to see a new path and 
pavement being constructed, creating 
a safe route for pedestrians, buggies, 
dog walkers and runners.

Apology

We apologise for the wrong cap-
tion under the photo in the Veterans’ 
Hockey item last month. It should 
have read Colin Tucker, not Alan 
Bremner. It is indeed surprising that 
the correspondent does not recognise 
a photo of her own husband!
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Back Parent and Toddler held a Christmas party in 
Adventure Island over the festive period. Numbers 
were low due to winter bugs and colds, but great 
fun was had by those who attended. Thank you to 
Santa for his visit during his busy time.

Loch a’ Tuath Community Hut
AGM

Monday 11th February 2013
8pm

All welcome

Back Parent and ToddlerSale of Work
Back Brownies are having a Sale of Work 

to raise funds for their Brownie Unit.

Saturday 23rd February 2013
2 – 4pm

in Back Hut

Baking stall, raffles, etc
All welcome

Have you got a few hours to spare each week?  Back 
Brownies are looking for new leaders.

There have been Brownies in Back now for well over 
25 years.  I am sure many LATN readers have happy 
memories of the time they spent as a Brownie.  There 
are currently up to 16 girls who attend each week.  Each 
meeting lasts for an hour and a half.  The girls have 
the opportunity to experience a great range of activities 
and adventures.  These include arts and crafts, singing, 
games, baking, working towards different badges, out-
door activities, etc…

Being a leader is very fulfilling and gives you the chance 
to bring your own skills and talents with you to benefit the 
girls – and you also get to learn many more new skills!

Please consider this opportunity – there is a chance that 
without new leaders the Brownie Unit will have to close.

There are also currently spaces available for girls aged 
7-10 to join Back Brownies.

For further information you can call Katherine Stewart on 
820 552.

Back Brownies

The annual dinner for the senior citizens in Tong was 
held on Saturday 12 January when 45 dinners were 
served in the Tong Hall and 11 dinners were distributed 
to those who were unable to attend.  A large team of 
ladies were involved in the preparation and serving of an 
excellent three course meal.  Teenage girls, parents from 
the Toddlers, Youth Club as well as the Tong Recreation 
Association were all involved.  Younger girls from the 
senior class in Tong Primary School were involved in the 

entertainment which followed the meal.  As the chairman 
of the TRA said in his vote of thanks, it was truly a 
community effort and very rewarding to see so many in 
the community taking part.  There is a lot of hidden talent 
within Tong which was being fostered in the community.  
He felt it had been a very rewarding community effort and 
had been proud to have played a small part in such a 
venture. 

Tong Senior Citizens’ Dinner
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From the Manse
In Him we have redemption

The theme of redemption is at the very heart of the gos-
pel.  It’s a recurring emphasis on the pages of the Bible.  
Jesus is our Redeemer.  

One of my favourite illustrations of redemption is a true 
story of a little boy who lived in a city on the shore of a 
large lake.  With the help of his father he spent months 
making a model boat, which he sailed at the water’s 
edge.  One day a sudden gust of wind caught the tiny 
boat and carried it far out into the lake and out of sight.  
Distraught, the boy returned home heartbroken and 
inconsolable.

Day after day he would walk the shores in search of his 
treasured boat, but always in vain.  Then one day as he 
was walking through the high street he was startled to 
see his boat in a shop window.  He approached the shop 
owner and said, “that boat is mine,” only to be told that it 
was not his.  The shop owner had paid a local fisherman 
who found the boat good money for it.  If the boy wanted 
the boat, he would have to pay the asking price.  “If you 
want it you must pay for it,” the shop owner insisted.

The young lad set himself to work doing anything and 
everything for a little income until finally he returned to 
the shop with all his savings.  He went in and bought it 
back.  At last it was his.  Holding his precious boat in his 
arms, he said with great joy:

“You are twice mine now – because I made you, and 
because I bought you!”

He redeemed his precious boat.  What was originally his 
but had passed into the ownership of someone else was 
his again.  He bought it back by paying a redemption 
price.

Jesus came into the world as our Redeemer to redeem a 
lost world.   He had to pay a redemption price.  He gave 
Himself as a ransom for all on Calvary’s cross – the ulti-
mate price.  ‘In him we have redemption, the forgiveness 
of sins’ (Colossians 1:4).

‘And full redemption.  From their sins his people he’ll 
redeem’ (Psalm 130:8). 

Calum I Macleod 

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services in 
Back and Tong during February 2013 are as follows:NNNJJJSDSDVDDDDDD

W

Back
Sunday 3 February
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod  (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 10 February
10.30am: Rev Calum I Macleod 
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 17 February
10.30am: Mr Iain R Morrison
12 Noon: Mr Angus Macdonald (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 24 February
10.30am: Rev Alasdair I Macleod
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 3 February
10.30am: Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 10 February
6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon  (Gaelic)

Sunday 17 February
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 24 February
6pm:  Mr Neil Murray   (Gaelic)

All services are subject to change due to ongoing refur-
bishment work at the church.

February Service Times 

Monthly Family / Guest Services
Tong Mission House

Every 3rd Sunday @ 12 noon
 (With Crèche facilities)

***************

Next Service:
Sunday 17 February 2013

Preacher:  Rev. Alasdair I Macleod

Everyone Welcome
Scaffolding in place as work progresses on church refurbishment
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Norman Smith tells us more about life at sea.

On leaving Balboa, the port at the western entrance to the 
Panama Canal we set course to pass to the north of the 
Hawaiian Islands, then Midway Island and then on to a 
port near to Kobe in the Inland Sea of Japan. Crossing the 
Pacific Ocean took us over a month, partly because of our 
unreliable engines and partly due to the weather conditions 
which became more stormy after we passed Hawaii.

Spaghetti Westerns
In those days, there was no satellite TV or internet; once the 
ship was more than a few miles off the coast, TV reception 
was lost completely so on-board entertainment was ‘home-
made’ for want of a better word, apart from the box of 3 films 
supplied by Walport Films. Each company had a contract 
with Walport which paid for one box of films per month – 
however, it was common practice to swop boxes with other 
British ships when in port, thus giving a bit more variety. The 
quality of the films ranged from good to absolutely awful, 
and the cry of “sack the projectionist” was frequently heard 
during the evening shows, especially when the film would 
break or jam on the projector because of a sellotape repair 
which some artful bodger had done! 

When swopping with other ships, a very large pinch of salt 
was required with the reviews of the films being received. 
This was also the era of the ‘Spaghetti Westerns’ as they 
were known, similar in style to the films made famous by 
Clint Eastwood, but of dubious quality, soundtrack and very 
often with very little storyline! 

I remember one such epic entitled ‘Sugar Colt’ about the 
drunken hobo who turned into a quick-shooting, fast-talking 

lawman who cleaned 
up the town and coun-
tryside of the baddies 
and then rode off into 
the sunset, leaving the 
girls broken-hearted! 
It was so bad that we 
watched it several times 
to count the number 
of shots he could fire 
from his six-gun without 
reloading – if my mem-
ory serves me right, he 
fired off 18 shots from 
the same gun! There 
would also be catch-
phrases in each film 
that became part of our 
day-to-day banter as 
well.

On-board Entertainment
Other on-board entertainment consisted of table-tennis, 
darts, scrabble, draughts, dominoes and horse-racing, yes 
that’s right horse-racing. The horse-racing game was usually 
a home-made board game with a track drawn on a length 
of canvas with lanes which were split into squares, similar 
to Snakes and Ladders etc. Each ‘horse’ was moved in turn 
by throwing a dice, with the number of squares moved dic-
tated by the dice. Betting was allowed, but only in pence, 
so no millionaires were made and lost here! There would 
be competitions and/or leagues for the other games, which 

sometimes became quite serious if someone took things too 
seriously – anybody who did was usually teased mercilessly, 
until they gave up or left in a huff!

There was one version of table-tennis which became quite 
exciting if the weather was bad enough to cause the ship 
to pitch and roll – it was known as ‘Round the Table’ with 
as many players as possible! You only played one shot 
then moved to the opposite end of the table, passing the 
bat to the next person waiting to play – each player had 3 
lives so if you lost 3 points, you were out until finally there 
were only two players left. And then it got exciting as you 
had to turn round after playing each shot, which made you 
dizzy! Combine that with a ship which is rolling and that ball 
becomes very difficult to see, never mind hit! Great fun and 
much better than computer games!

Fish and Birds
There were flying-fish to be seen now as well, amazing to 
watch. Some of them would skim across the surface for 
quite a long distance before folding their wings and dropping 
back into the sea. It was expected of the 4 to 8 watchkeeper 
to take a walk round the deck soon after daylight to collect 
any which had landed on deck during the night. These were 
a favourite “extra” on the breakfast menu and tasted beauti-
ful, fresh from the sea! 

Another common sight on ocean crossings were birds which 
would land on the deck, exhausted from their own long jour-
ney. One of the most common in the tropics were egrets, 
which were heron-like in appearance and boobies which are 
very like our own gannets – the usual routine was to try and 
get them airborne again as soon as possible, a dangerous 
job as their beaks were quite nasty! Smaller birds such as 
finches etc would be tolerated and given water and/or bread-
crumbs. They would then disappear once they were rested. 

Sometimes gannets would use the ship as a diving platform, 
especially to chase the flying fish – the gannet would sit on 
the foremast and when the flying fish appeared, it would 
launch itself down towards the sea. One bird in particular 
had this technique down to a fine art and almost always 
caught a fish, so much so that later on it appeared to be 
chasing the flying fish for sport, giving up the chase for no 
apparent reason.

Engine Problems
Because of our engine reliability problems, we developed 
another problem – running out of drinking water! We would 
fill up our fresh water storage tanks in ports where there was 
a clean supply available. This was also treated with chlorine 
to prevent (hopefully) any outbreaks of Delhi belly etc. The 
heat from the main engines was used to convert sea water 
into fresh water in the ship’s distillation plant but our frequent 

A Life on the Ocean Wave

Fried flying fish
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breakdowns slowed down the process. Each time the main 
engine was opened up for repairs, a certain amount of fresh 
water was lost and this had to be refilled before starting 
again. To reduce the amount of fresh water we were using, 
toilets would be flushed with sea water and so 200 litre 
drums were placed outside each accommodation door - we 
would fill these drums each morning and evening with a fire 
hose, and each toilet was provided with a plastic bucket.

During the crossing of the Pacific Ocean, I took my turn 
down the engine-room, keeping a watch with the 2nd 
Engineer and assisting with the various duties. I learned 
the workings of various pumps, fuel oil purifiers as well as 
a basic idea of the workings of the generators and main 
engines, gearboxes, shaft and propeller. 

At the end of each watch I would fill in the log, recording the 
various temperatures, pressures and settings as well as the 
level of oil in various tanks. Following pipelines from start to 
finish and comparing them with drawings showing the pipe-
lines and valves was another time-consuming task but one 
which stuck in your head, well, bits of it anyway! 

It was very noisy and ear protectors had to be worn outside 
the engine control room. Some basic workshop practices 
and working with tools were also explained and shown with 
plenty of banter about how engineers were of a much higher 
level of intelligence than navigators, and I should really 
consider changing my career path if I wanted to be success-
ful etc etc. A favourite comment was “Now if you had paid 
attention when you were in school, you could have been an 
engineer” and how without the engine room staff, nothing 
would happen, the Chief Engineer had to tell the Captain 
each day what he could and couldn’t do and how I should 
remember all these wise pieces of advice when I became a 
Captain!

The International Date Line
One of the quirks associated with crossing the Pacific 

Ocean is the 
International 
Date Line 
which is half-
way round the 
world from the 
Greenwich 
Meridian. 
Countries 
around the 
world all have 
their own Time 
Zone; when 
flying between 
countries the 
aircraft staff 
give the time 

before landing and you set your watch accordingly but trav-
elling by sea is a bit different. 

First of all, there is a clock on board each ship known as a 
chronometer which is used for all navigation – it is always 
set to Greenwich Mean Time. The rest of the ship’s clocks 
are set to the time of day dependent on the ship’s position. 
As the ship sails east or west, it moves from time zone to 
time zone and so these clocks are changed to suit, depend-
ing on the ship’s speed. The rough guide to changing the 
clocks is to try and keep the noon time set as accurately as 
possible. For navigation purposes, noon is when the sun is 
either due north or due south of the ship. This is calculated 
from navigation tables on a daily basis and the clocks are 
then changed to bring the time of the next day’s noon for 

navigation as near as possible to 12 o’ clock. This normally 
involves changing the clock by either 30 minutes or some-
times as much as an hour per night.

Now let’s go back to the International Date Line and our 
navigational clock or chronometer. When the ship is crossing 
the International Date Line it is half-way round the world, i.e. 
180 degrees away from the Greenwich Meridian. Very often 
you will hear people say that somewhere is “so many hours 
behind us” like America or “so many hours ahead of the UK” 
like New Zealand or Australia. If you keep travelling west, 
by the time you get to the Date Line you will be 12 hours 
behind the UK - but if you travelled east you would be 12 
hours ahead of the UK when you reached the Date Line. 

To keep everything working as it should, when travelling east 
across the Date Line you go from being 12 hours ahead of 
the UK to being 12 hours behind the UK in the blink of an 
eye – a total of 24 hours, therefore you start the same day 
all over again! But when travelling west across the Date 
Line you go from being 12 hours behind the UK to suddenly 
being 12 hours ahead; these cancel each other out and so 
you miss out a whole day! Sounds crazy, doesn’t it? Since 
the Temple Arch crossed the Date Line while steaming 
westwards, we missed out a whole day and the log books 
showed Sunday 22nd November 1970 followed by Tuesday 
24th November for the next day.

Japan
The weather deteriorated after that and we had an uncom-
fortable few days steaming into a Westerly storm which 
caused some damage as the waves were big, breaking 
some light fittings on deck and flooding a store room. About 
2 days out from Japan we sighted islands, our first sighting 
of land in 30 days as we had passed too far to the north of 
the Hawaiian Islands to see them. There were more ships to 
be seen as well. As we got closer to Japan we began to see 
large fishing fleets. At night they were like towns with all the 
lights. They could be quite unpredictable and would change 
direction without warning, passing very close to us. 

When we entered the Inland Sea of Japan, the amount 
of shipping and fishing boats increased even more. We 
then anchored off the port of Kako Gawa – ‘gawa’ is the 
Japanese word for ‘river’. The next morning, there was 
another of the company’s ships anchored nearby – Baron 
Ardrossan – the newest ship in the fleet.

The Baron Ardrossan went alongside ahead of us and 
discharged her cargo of coal so we had another couple of 
days at anchor. It took us 2 days to discharge our cargo as 
well then we sailed to Kobe itself where some engine repair 
work was done. At the time, Kobe was the third largest city 
in Japan. We did not go alongside but moored to buoys in 
the harbour. There was a boat arranged for taking people 
ashore at set times of the day. 

While we were in Kako Gawa, an on-board shop was set 
up (universally known as a bum-boat) and I bought some 
souvenirs from them. I also got a half day and went ashore 
with some others into the town itself. Unfortunately, that 
meant I had no money left to be able to go ashore in Kobe! 
At that time, the exchange rate was for £1 to over 1000 
yen, although it is a lot less now. One thing which caught 
my attention were the working boots worn by the Japanese 
dockers – they appeared to be soft in construction with a 
separate big toe, almost like looking at a pair of mittens. The 
workers all lined up on the dock before starting their shift 
and did what can best be described as aerobics to music – 
this was quite something to watch!



12

PRAISE EVENING
Let Us Exalt His Name Together

A praise evening was held on Friday 14th December 
2012 in the church hall. Nineteen psalm sections from 
Sing Psalms were sung with the help of ten precentors, 
two of whom were starting their career!

Extracted from Songs of Spiritual Experience, a pub-
lication of the Free Church Psalmody Committee, the 
psalms sung came under the headings of Creation and 
Providence, God’s Being and Character, Our Prayer to 
God and God, Worthy of Praise. 

There was an excellent turnout despite the busy time of 
year, and everyone thoroughly enjoyed the praise and fel-
lowship.

At the mid-point break, two Gaelic precenting pieces 
were sung. The first was by Katie Graham and her group 
and the second by Hannah C. Macleod and her group. 
These were expertly sung and tribute was paid to the late 

Catriona Stewart, 10 Back, who had devoted much time 
to the training of these and other singers at Back School. 
Her contribution to the community and church is inestima-
ble. 

Before enjoying refreshments, mince pies and other 
treats, which were served by the ever willing cater-
ing team, D. R. Macdonald addressed the gathering to 
express his thanks on behalf of Bethesda Hospice for 
the collection taken that evening and for the support 
given over the years. He stressed the importance of 
the Hospice to the island community and the continu-
ous need for fundraising. Nearly £800 was raised on the 
evening. 

There may well be other praise evenings in Back Hall. 
We have much to praise God for. Watch this space!

Kenny Macdonald

(Photos by Paul Martin)

The refurbishment work to Back Free Church is going well with good 
progress currently being made across all trades.  As each week 
passes the building is, little by little, taking shape. The continued 
support, patience and understanding of the wider community are 
greatly appreciated as we seek as a congregation to complete this 
important and necessary improvement works as quickly as possible. 
Please be assured that every effort is being made to undertake this 
work with as little disruption and inconvenience as possible.  Further 
updates on the refurbishment programme and fundraising plans to 
help support this redevelopment will be given next month.

Church Refurbishment - Update

The new partition wall at the back of the church
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Back Bowling Club
The Carpet World trophy, the first competition of the 
Back Indoor Bowls season, took place on Saturday 1st 
December. Twelve teams of triples from Stornoway, 
Bernera, Breasclete and Back participated. After 
some very close matches four teams qualified for the 
semi finals. The winners of section one were Sheena 
Macdonald, Isobel Linklater and Anna Macleod with the 
Breasclete team of C Mackenzie, N Macdonald and M 
Maclean as runners up. Section two winners were D 
Maclean, C Ramsay and J Mackay and the runners up 
were C Stubbington, MJ Macleod and JN Macleod. The 
first semi saw Sheena’s team getting a comfortable win to 
make their way to the final. The second semi was a very 
close affair with the Breasclete team edging at the final 
end to meet Sheena’s team in the final. The all ladies 
team were too strong for the boys from Breasclete in the 
final and went on to win the Carpet World trophy.  Well 
done ladies!

Our annual Boxing Day pairs competition for the 
‘Breacan’ trophy was contested by twelve pairs from 
Back Bowling Club. With such a high standard set at 

the club this was going to be a tough competition to win. 
With all teams having played three games off six ends 
the top four teams were JN Macleod/James Macleod, WA 
Morrison/D Maclean, Iain Macleod/Kenny Macleod and 
Willie Macleod/DA Stewart. Before the semis were played 
the traditional lunch of salt herring and potatoes was 
served which went down a treat after all the Christmas 
turkey etc. Willie Macleod/DA Stewart played Kenny 
Macleod/Iain Macleod in the first semi with Kenny and 
Iain coming out on top. In the other semi D Maclean/WA 
Morrison came up against the pair of James Macleod/JN 
Macleod and after a hard fought match Duncan and Willie 
scraped through on the final end to meet Kenny and Iain 
in the final. The final was dominated by Kenny and Iain 
who won comfortably as they had done all day. The tro-
phy was presented to the winners by Chrissie Breacan, 
who in turn was presented with a gift by the club. A great 
day out was completed by Willie Macdonald entertaining 
us with his skills on the accordion. Hope to see you all in 
2013.

Carpet World triples winners - Sheena 
Macdonald, Anna Macleod, Isobel Linklater Boxing Day pairs winners - Kenny Macleod, Iain Macleod

Back FC recently held their annual awards. The Player of the Year award went to Martin Maclean, although 
Martin was unable to attend. The Young Player of the Year award went to James Macleod. Calum Iain Graham 
(Duff) was presented with the ‘Billichean’ trophy, which is given to the person who has, in the opinion of the 
committee, done most to help within and around the centre ensuring that everything is shipshape at all times. 

BACK FOOTBALL CLUB

Willie Angie Morrison presented 
the award for Young Player of 
the Year to James Macleod

Martin Maclean (photo by Eric 
Mackinnon)

Alex John Macleod presented 
Calum Iain Graham with the 

Billichean trophy
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Sgoil a’ Bhac
Welcome back everyone after the recent holidays.  

Masterclass
Masterclass Week on the last week of last term was 
very successful.  The pupils were involved in Design & 
Technology, ICT Skills, Food Technology and Drama.

P7 Trip
There will be a Soup and Pudding Lunch on at the 
School on Saturday 23rd March from 12-2pm to raise 
funds for the P7 trip to Craggan Outdoor Centre. More 
details will be sent out nearer the time.

Panto
The pupils are going to see Aladdin at An Lanntair on 
Thursday 17th and Friday 18th January.  Thank you to 
the Parent Council and parents for their contributions 
towards costs.

CLASS NEWS

Cròileagan a’ Bhac
They are going to be very busy working together with 
GC1 & 2 on a project based on Dinosaurs. This is a great 
favourite with everyone and has all the boys and girls 
very excited. 

Class 1 & 2
Their topic is Dinosaurs and they are also going to be 
studying Bible Stories.

EC 1 & 2
Their project is 
Dinosaurs and they 
are planning to do 
lots of Maths and 
stories about their 
topic.

GC 3 & 4
The class are going 
to study Space this 
term. They have 
already enjoyed a very informative presentation from 
Mick Blunt about this. Mrs MacLeod and the class would 
like to thank him for this talk. They also would like to 
thank Norman Smith for all his help with their play at the 
Christmas concert.

EC3, 4 & 5 
The class are looking at the Science based project 
Materials and are going to be learning all about The 
Vikings.

GC5, 6 & 7
The pupils are going to be learning about the Rainforest 
this term and are also going to study Fairtrade in relation 
to this.

EC5, 6 & 7
The class are going to be learning about World War Two 
and will also look at Healthy Eating during the term.

P1/2 Christmas Concert 

Design and Technology Masterclass 

P6-7 Christmas Social

ICT Masterclass
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Back School Primary 6, 1962

The teacher was a Miss Mackenzie from Ness.

Back row: Alasdair Macleod (mac a’ Bhiorain), 17 Back; Ann McLeman, Lighthill; Murdo Dan Macleod, Broad Bay View; Mary Macleod 
(nighean Inag), 11 Coll; William Macleod (mac Brighton), Old School Road; Murdina Mackenzie (nighean Seumas Choisy), Broad Bay 
View; Donald Norman Macleod (mac a Yaach), Upper Coll; Joan Kennedy (nighean Iain Mast), Vatisker; Kenny Don Macleod, deceased 
(mac a’ Bhullar), Broad Bay View

Second row: Donald Hector Macleod, deceased (mac banntrach Iain Darrie), 42 Coll; Joey Morrison (nighean Eona), Broad Bay 
View; James Iain Macdonald (mac Glen), 32 Gress; Chrissie Macaskill (nighean Dan), Lighthill; John Murdo Morrison, deceased (mac 
Murchaidh an Foderan), Vatisker; Agnes Margaret Macleod (nighean a’ Bhullar), Broad Bay View; Willie Angus Morrison (mac Coinneach 
Thiugs), Poileagan; Mary Ann Maciver, deceased (nighean Philip Ali), 84 Outend Coll; Norman Macleod (mac Normanna), 8 Coll; Dolina 
Macleod (nighean Samson), Broad Bay View 

Front row: Catherine Morrison (nighean Dhòmhnaill Thiugs), School Road; Catherine Macinnes (nighean Stoggy), Broad Bay View; John 
Angus Mackenzie (mac Dollan Iain Thormoid), 26 Back; Angus Macleod (mac Normanna), 38 Coll

Back School S2B, 1991-92

Back row: Euan Macleod (Coll), Yvonne Gunn (Gress), David Maciver (Tong), Eilidh Macinnes (Coll), Murdo Thomson (Upper Coll)

Middle row: Donald Angus Morrison (Tolsta), Anna Morag Maciver (Tolsta), Gary Tyrrell (Tong), Mairead Maclean (Coll), Innes 
Mackenzie (Tolsta), Ruth Maclean (Newmarket)

Front row: Anne Finlayson (Tolsta), Gordon Macaulay (Tong), Anita Maclean (Coll), Mr John Maclean, Alison Mackay (Upper Coll), 
Innes Maciver (Tolsta), Heather Maclean (Coll)
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Nursery News

The children are busy learning about Winter as part of 
their latest topic. Primary One and Two are working with 
the Nursery children to find out about Winter Weather.

Weather Watchers

The current topic for P1-3 is entitled ‘Weather’. The two 
classes met together on Friday, 11th January to involve 
the children in planning which aspects of weather they 
were particularly interested in finding out about.  The chil-
dren worked in pairs and looked through some Weather 
related information books as a stimulus.  Each pair 
devised interesting questions which will be investigated 
during the term’s work.  Alasdair and Jamie asked: What 
are clouds made from? Rebecca and Leon queried: How 
can the sun shine ALL over the world? Liam and Joel 
devised two questions: How does the snow stick together 
and How do we get a rainbow?  All the interesting ques-
tions made for a very enjoyable afternoon together.

Story Writing Focus

The pupils work very hard on pieces of writing and we 
hope readers enjoy the varied selection of poems and 
stories included this month.

My Talk

I did a talk about my dog called Lady. We had to pre-
pare a talk for homework. Then we had to give the talk.  

Everyone did their 
talk. I felt scared 
but it was good.  
Then I had to do it 
to Primary One and 
Two. They asked me 
loads of questions like 
does Lady jump up on you? I said no. Another one was 
is she as soft as the ocean? Another one was is Lady as 
bouncy as a trampoline? She sits up the croft. She is an 
English Springer Spaniel.

By Isla, P5

Aladdin

I wanted to audition for Aladdin because it looked really 
fun to do the dances.  When I was auditioning for Aladdin 
I felt excited and a bit nervous. When I was doing the 
dance I was a bit nervous too.  The dance was a lit-
tle bit hard.  When the audition was over I was a bit 
excited because I never knew if I got in or not. Then a 
few months later I got a phone call and a man told me 
that I’d got into the pantomime.  I was delighted. Some 
of the dances for the pantomime are a little bit hard.  My 
favourite dance is Car Wash.  I’m feeling really delighted 
to do the pantomime. The dances that I’m going to be 
doing are Car Wash, China Girl, Dancing Queen and 
Down Town.  There are six people in my team and we 
are called The Dragons.  I’m feeling really excited to do 
the pantomime.

By Leona, P5 

Ten Eyes and the Bully

One day on Mars there was an alien called Ten Eyes.  
He lived in a crater with his Mum and Dad.  Ten Eyes 
goes to school.  At school he plays with his best friend 
Three Feet.  But there was a bully called Big Bill.  Big Bill 
hated Ten Eyes.  Big Bill wanted to creep up on Ten Eyes 
but Ten Eyes has ten eyes round his head and as soon 
as he sees Big Bill he will run away.

One day in school Big Bill made a trap.  He made a hole 
in the floor and covered it with his jacket.  Then Ten Eyes 
saw the jacket.  He picked it up and walked to the pegs 
and WHOOSH! Ten Eyes fell through the hole.  Big Bill 
was laughing and laughing but not when his teacher Mrs 
Five Arms arrived.  Big Bill got a very, very big row.  He 
had to go in a spaceship to find Ten Eyes.  Meanwhile 
Ten Eyes was floating in space.  Suddenly he found 
himself on Earth.  He saw big lumps of white things then 
THUMP! He had landed on some green stuff.  Then he 
heard a voice. ALIEN! AHHHH! There was nobody to be 
seen.  So Ten Eyes went to explore. Big Bill was on earth 
too.  Then he saw Ten Eyes. They were going back to 
the spaceship that Big Bill came in.

Then the police came to capture Big Bill and Ten Eyes.  
They went in the spaceship and they became friends.

By Aaron, P4

Tong School

Cole and Naomi find out about the weather

Reading Buddies - Rebecca and Leon
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The Snow Storm

On the 1st December Jenna was out in the forest pick-
ing up pine cones for her mother and father.  But a gale 
started and the sun was hidden by big grey clouds.  She 
began to get scared and she said to herself how will I 
get home because everything looks the same covered in 
snow.  Immediately hail was falling, then the rain started.  
After the rain, snow began to fall.  She began to walk to 
find her home. Suddenly…the wind took her over and 
she fell in the snow.  Something caught her eye.  Up 
in the tree she saw a tree house and a rope ladder so 
Jenna climbed up.  When the storm had stopped she 
went home.  Her father lit the fire with the pine cones and 
they were warm for the rest of the winter.

By Faith, P4

Liam (P1) wrote a lovely thank you letter to Santa Claus:

Dear Santa

Thank you for my bike. It is a bit too big but I will soon 
grow.  I hope you are feeling well.

Love from Liam

Tong School

I come to Tong School.  I am in Primary Two.  You will 
feel joyful in school.  I enjoy Speed Count.  My favourite 
job is reading.  The children are helpful.  The teachers 
are proud of you when you do hard work. The play house 
is not real it is pretend.  I like school. I love school.  We 
are kind. We love learning.

By Freya, P2

Teddy Bear

Tatty teddy
Enormous Ears
Delightful dresses
Dotty Dears
Young and yellow

Beautiful and bright
Elegant teddy
Animal teddy
Rainbow teddy

By Sarah, P2

We will have an account of our visit to see the panto-
mime in next month’s issue.

Santa Came To P1/2

On the last day of school there was a knock on the P1 
classroom door.  Samya went to answer it. She said, “It’s 
Santa!”

All the P1s started to smile.  Santa gave everyone a high 
five.  He asked all the boys and girls what they wanted 
for Christmas.

Santa asked if the P1s would like to feed Rudolph and 
the other reindeer carrots.  Do you know if reindeer eat 
some carrots they will get energy? Sometimes they get 
so much energy they can take you on a trip to the North 
Pole.

Liam asked Santa if we were going on his sleigh. “Of 
course,” said Santa. All the P1s shouted “Yes!” Santa 
shouted “Ho, ho, ho!”  All the P1s ran outside to the back 
of the school.  Liam asked if they were going to get a ride 
on Santa’s sleigh.  Santa said “of course you can.” All the 
children got some carrots and picked a reindeer to feed it 
to.  “I am not telling you how to get there, but if you close 
your eyes you will be there in a flash”, said Santa.

Soon they landed in the North Pole. Santa put everyone 
in a secret tunnel that led them to an adventure park 
which had lots of games.  Everyone went to play on the 
rides.

After an hour it was time to go home and everyone 
sighed.  But Santa had one last thing to do.  He had to 
give everyone a present.

On the way back Prancer was really tired.  But Miss 
Ferguson had some magic dust in her pocket and she 
sprinkled it on the reindeer and then he was wide awake. 
After a really fun day at the North Pole most of the P1s 
were tired. 

Santa put some of the magic dust on the boys and girls 
to make them never forget about their amazing day.

Santa said bye and gave everyone a massive hug.  And 
they all waved goodbye and said, “what a wonderful 
experience!”

By Donna and Caitlin (P6)

Nursery children meeting Santa Claus before Christmas Rosena and Freya have fun finding out about the weather
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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From the 
Archives...

A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

10 YEARS AGO

The February 2003 Loch a Tuath News reported on the 
Senior Citizens’ dinners held in both Back and Tong and 
had photos of each gathering.

In the News in February 2003 

1 February: At the conclusion of the STS-107 mission, 
the Space Shuttle Columbia disintegrates during re-entry 
over Texas, killing all 7 astronauts on board.

3 February: UK screening of the Martin Bashir documen-
tary Living with Michael Jackson on ITV1.

Police respond to a 911 phone call from one of Phil 
Spector’s neighbors and discover the body of actress Lana 
Clarkson, with a gunshot wound, at Spector’s home in 
Alhambra, California. Spector is arrested on suspicion of 
murder.

4 February: The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia is officially 
renamed Serbia and Montenegro and adopts a new consti-
tution. 

15 February: In London, more than 2 million people dem-
onstrate against the Iraq War, the largest demonstration in 
British history.

17 February: The London congestion charge, a fee levied 
on motorists travelling within designated parts of central 

Tong Senior Citizens’ Dinner, 2003

London, comes into operation.

24 February: 19.43 million tune in to Coronation Street 
in the UK as Richard Hillman confesses to the murder of 
Maxine Peacock, the highest rated television show of the 
year. 

26 February: An American businessman is admitted to the 
Vietnam France Hospital in Hanoi, Vietnam, with the first 
identified case of SARS. 

27 February: 122 Labour MPs vote against the government 
in a debate over the Iraq War. 

Rowan Williams is enthroned as the 104th Archbishop of 
Canterbury.

UK Number One singles in February 2003 included t.A.T.u 
with ‘All the Things She Said’.

Helpers at the Tong Dinner, 2003 Back Senior Citizens’ Dinner, 18 January 2003
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

MACLEOD & MACLEOD – BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET

STORNOWAY
TELEPHONE: 01851 703384

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD’S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656
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Obituary

We regret to record the death of Mrs Marion Macleod, 43 
Vatisker, which took place on 11th February. She was aged 
74 years and had been confined to the house for some time 
prior to her death. Mrs Macleod, who was a native of Tong, 
was widowed at the age of 25. Her only son and daughter pre-
deceased her over 20 years ago. She was a member in the Free 
Church congregation at Back for a long period, and lived a life 
consistent with the profession she made. For her we believe to 
die was gain.

The death occurred at 45 Vatisker on the same day, of Kenneth 
John, eldest son of Mr and Mrs John Macleod.  The deceased, 
who was 34 years of age, was engaged in the Harris Tweed 
industry until he fell ill last year.  His illness was borne with 
fortitude, and he was never without a smile.  Kenneth John was 
very popular with everyone who knew him and his removal 
will be very much felt in the neighbourhood.  The sympathy of 
the community is extended to the bereaved family in their loss.

Congratulations

We congratulate Mr John Macleod, 45 Vatisker, who, as 
recently reported in the Gazette, has been made a Member of 
the Order of the British Empire, by His Majesty.  Mr Macleod 
is well known as a skipper not only in Lewis but all along the 
east and west coast of Scotland, also in East Anglian fishing 
ports.  As far as we know, Mr Macleod is the first native of the 
Back district to receive such an honour.

On Leave

Those on leave this week are Ina Maciver, NAAFI, 11 Upper 
Coll;  Murdo Macdonald, RNR, 20 Upper Coll;  Kenneth 
Maciver, RAF, 6 Upper Coll;  Evander Stewart, RNR, 10 Back;  
Andrew Sutherland, RNR, 58 Back;  Alexander Maciver, 
MN, 49 Coll; Gunner Johnina Macmillan, ATS, 6 Gress;  L/
Seaman John Macleod, 1 Gress;  John Graham, RAF, 9 Gress;  
P.O. John Morrison, 34 Gress;  Murdo Maciver, RNR, 15 
Gress;  Murdo Maciver, MN, 15 Gress;  Murdo Maciver, MN, 
34 Back;  John Mackay, RNR, 23 Back;  Angus Macleod, 

Back in Time     February 1943

At the peats in Coll, 1955
Left to right: Fiadh, Sìne Dàraidh, Ishbal (Thonty), Etta Ann, Tormod (Simon Wallace) Maciver, Aonghas Mòr Bàrd (54 Coll, home on 
holiday from Canada. He was one of the men who emigrated from the island in 1923, sailing on the Metagama), Chirsty Bell a’ Bhall, 
Chrissie Bell Chonoicean, Dan. Aonghas Mòr bought bottled beer for the men and Coca Cola for the children. What a treat!

The new manse beside the old manse, June 1968

RNR, 45 Vatisker;  L/Seaman Alex Campbell, 8 School Street, 
Vatisker;  L/Seaman Angus Mackay, 65 Coll;  Gun Layer John 
Mackay, 65 Coll;  Pte. John Angus Mackay, Pioneer Corps, 
65 Coll;  Norman Macleod, RNR, Outend Coll;  Malcolm 
Maciver, RNR, Outend Coll;  P.O. Norman Maciver, Outend 
Coll;  John Macleod, RAF, 43 Coll;  Gunner Alexander 
Morrison, R.A. 30 Upper Coll.

Wedding

A pretty wedding took place at 6 Coll, the home of the bride, 
on 21st January, when Maggie Ann, youngest daughter of 
Mr and Mrs Angus Macdonald, was united in matrimony to 
George, eldest son of Mr Norman Stewart and the late Mrs 
Stewart, 5 Upper Coll.  Rev. R. Mackenzie, Back, offici-
ated.  The bride, who was given away by her younger brother, 
Malcolm, looked really beautiful in her dress of white.  Miss 
Margaret Maciver, 28 Coll, cousin of the groom, and a member 
of the Nursing Auxiliary, was bridesmaid.  She travelled from 
Inverness for the occasion.  The duties of groomsman were per-
formed by Mr Angus Macdonald, the bride’s brother. After the 
marriage ceremony, quite a large number of guests were enter-
tained and the health and happiness of the newlyweds was duly 
toasted.  A sheaf of congratulatory telegrams was read.  The 
happy couple were the recipients of numerous useful presents, 
ample evidence of their popularity in the district. We wish them 
every happiness.

From the Stornoway Gazette

Can anyone identify this boat and crew at Brevig?
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Macritchie Holiday Lets
Inverness

Ness House:  Beautiful town house, 5 mins 
walk to the town centre.

It is a spacious house, beautifully appointed, 
sleeps up to 8 comfortably…games room in 

attic, garden and parking.
From £725 to £1125 per week

Contact Debbie Gilham 07765533936

Tenerife
Mareverde Apartment to Let:

Well-furnished apartment, sleeps up to 5.
The complex has a wide range of facilities and 

is conveniently located for Siam Park Water 
Park. It is 15 mins from Tenerife South Airport, 
10 mins walk from beach and a couple of min-

utes from shops and restaurants.
From £325 to £550 per week

More information: 

01851 703250 Margaret Clayton



23

An Island Weekend – Wiay Not?
This piece was written several years ago by Colin 
Tucker, Upper Coll, in response to a competition on 
Radio Scotland on Iain Anderson’s then afternoon 
programme. Contestants were asked to write a story 
including as many Scottish island names as possible. 
Colin tells us, “The winner had about eighty - mine has 
over a hundred but in those non-IT days we did not 
manage to email it successfully. It has lain around the 
house since then. I must admit I still get a laugh read-
ing it (but then I have always liked dreadful puns).”

On Saturday morning as Islay in my bed in my house 
on Cumbrae I wondered what I was Gunna Dubh. I 
Muldonach (mulled on it) for some time and had a few 
Edayas. For Unstance if it’s a Brosdale (braw day) I’ll 
Colon,Say, my father, to see if he will mind Shona’s 
around a Vallay on Inchmarnock. It Lismore towards 
the West Burra don’t mind – it’s not a Longa way. 
Dad will keep us on the right paths in case Westray 
– we don’t want to fall Foula the owners. That would 
be Eriskay business. In fact this will be one of 
Papa’Stours. We’ll Dubh Mor and Seil (see all) the 
animals – Horse, Calve and Sheep, and if we are 
allowed we might Killegray Rabbit and eat it with a 
Nan Each. We Shiant go hungry. It’s a pity they Kilda 
cow – we might have got A chuirn of milk.

Then I May Gometra friends – like Stroma, Iona, 
Lewis, Harris, Ben becula (he always insists on 
using his surname), Little Ross, Ailsa, Craig, 
Sadra(y), Martin, Kenneth, Naoimh, Rona, and 
even Ronald,say. We might even Inchkeith out of his 
home – he’s a bit of a Hermet(ra). We’ll go to the pub 
and drink so much Rum (it’s Fiary stuff) and Bass and 
Rosi (Nish shtuff!) that we’ll have to come Crowlin 
Bac Mor or less drunk. It’s better than having to 

Cramond bus where you might hit your head and hurt 
your Scalp – ay? We’ll finish off the night eating some 
oigh-sgeirs (oysters), drinking a hot T(r)odday and 
then I’ll get a Kishorn the lips from my favourite girl. 
That’s the nearest I’ll get to Carnal knowledge. Then 
I’ll fall asleep and you won’t hear Mhic Chrion (me 
crying) until morning. We’ll have to be careful passing 
the stables on the way home – if we are too noisy we 
might Caus a mul to stampede.

On Sanday morning, since I’m not Uist to so much 
more drink I’ll be in bad Fetl(ar) so Shillay (shall 
I) Coll on the Priest in the Nave (it’s Holy)? I’ll 
Macaskin for forgiveness my request. Whalsay it’s 
not a good idea? A bit of a Tarneround from last night! 
If I slept in and Arran down the road I should just get 
there in time.

Isay, Eorsa Buteiful plan. If it’s Fair Isle Hestan to an 
antique Shap in, say, the Isle of Skye, where there’s 
a nice Ul Vase (old vase) for sale. It’s Ming. U lay 
the money on the counter. It’s bound to cost a Tanera 
Mor. If I don’t have a Tanera’(ll) Beg some. In the end 
I had to Boreray from a friend – I hope he doesn’t 
Oldany grudges. Iona Barra Soay’ll get it and you 
can Gigha Handand Cara it home. I mean Torsay we 
should be able to Fidra thing in it and Tigh it down.

I Shuna say this but if Ascribble all this down and 
Coll Iain Anderson I can tell him I Canna get any Mor. 
Easdaley programme is running a competition and it 
Texa nerve to send this. I’ll Coppay it down anyway. 
Soa might even win a Small prize. I Danna care. Ewe 
might say I’ve been Hoaning my pun skills on this!

Colin Tucker

The following classes are currently being 
advertised in the Back area:

To register for a class please phone 01851 
822716 or register an interest online at: www.
cne-siar.gov.uk/commed/clh

Beginners’ Conversational Gaelic (Level 2) – 
Wednesdays 7-9pm for 10 weeks from 30 January 
at Sgoil a’ Bhac – Free. This class is appropriate 
for parents who have children in Gaelic Medium 
Education and for other adults in the community, 
taught by fluent speaker Chrisella Ross.

First Aid for Under 5s – Tuesday 12 March 7-10pm at 
Sgoil a’ Bhac – Free. The course is aimed at parents of 
pre-school children and is taught by Murdo Macaulay.

Paint a Pot Workshop – Thursday 31 January 7-9pm 

at Paint a Pot Studio - £4 per person + the cost of 
the item, prices starting at £3.50. Come along for 
an evening of painting fun!  A great way to catch up 
with friends and meet new people, whilst creating an 
individual piece that you can take home afterwards. 
Please note, items will have to be left at the studio for 
firing in the kiln and can be collected a few days later.

Paint a Pot Workshop – Thursday 7 February 7-9pm 
at Paint a Pot Studio - £4 per person + the cost of 
the item, prices starting at £3.50. Come along for 
an evening of painting fun!  A great way to catch up 
with friends and meet new people, whilst creating an 
individual piece that you can take home afterwards. 
Please note, items will have to be left at the studio for 
firing in the kiln and can be collected a few days later.

Community Learning



24

Three Frame Adventures by Neil Stewart
Neil Stewart 
is the son 
of the late 
Rev Kenneth 
Stewart and he 
has recently 
published 
a book of 
cartoons called 
Three Frame 
Adventures. 
Here he tells us 
a little about it.

Towards the 
end of 2012, I 
found myself 
being ejected 
from my bed at 
5am three days 
a week after Mrs 
Stewart got a job 
at Asda. It’s a 
wretched time of 
day to be up and 
about, not even 
the larks are 
dumb enough 

to get out of bed at that time of day. A few minutes spent 
outside clearing the car and making sure my wife got away 
safely woke me up completely so there seemed little point 
in returning to bed. There aren’t many things you can do at 
5:30am so using the time to create ‘a thing’ seemed 
like a good idea. 

After a little deliberation I settled on the idea of 
scraping together various silly cartoons and gags that 
have accumulated over the years and making a wee 
book out of them. I’ve always wanted to say that I’m a 
published cartoonist and the advent of ‘self-published’ 
ebooks offered the chance of achieving that without 
going through the anguish of finding a publisher or 
the expense of printing my own books which would 
then sit in the garage unsold for the next 20 years.

The obvious choice was to do something with my 
Three Frame Adventure cartoons, a series of very 
bad jokes incorporated into a three frame cartoon. 
I love a good pun, I love a bad pun even more, the 
worse the pun the better I like it. It’s a thing I’ve 
been addicted to ever since I made up a very bad 
joke and told it to my younger brother only to get an 
outraged reaction from him like I’d completely wasted 
his time or something. I’ve been doodling them as 
cartoons on and off since college. The drawings have 
improved but the jokes remain as bad as ever. Some 
of the jokes have appeared as punchlines on my 
silly cartoon Fraochy Bay (BBC Alba) but those ones 
began their lives in Three Frame Adventures, not the 
other way about.

So I sat down, chose fifty cartoons and started 
redrafting them in a format that would work with a 
Kindle/iPad/Tablet device. Slowly the early morning 
hours passed in a haze of coffee and toast and the 
number of completed cartoons accumulated until 
suddenly, during the Xmas holidays, there I was 

with a stack of cartoons ready for assembling. After a bit of 
research and fumbling about with different formats I finally 
got it finished, uploaded it to Amazon and there it now sits. 
Four days later, as I’m writing this, I’ve had 346 ‘purchases’ 
- it’s on a free promotion at the moment, that’s probably 
why - including 2 from Japan and 1 from Brazil. That’s two 
Japanese and one Brazilian who’ll be scratching their heads 
at the moment wondering what they’re looking at then.

This is a very new and intriguing experience. I keep peeking 
at Amazon now and again to see what the download 
numbers are. So far the book has two reviews from 
purchasers; the first gave the book a five star rating and 
is entitled ‘Every Pun Intended’ which I thought was very 
complimentary; the other gave it a four star rating and is 
entitled ‘Truly Horrible’ which I thought was completely 
hilarious (I might use ‘Truly Horrible’ on the cover, it’s so 
apt). One star was deducted as the author, an American, 
didn’t understand some of the UK based puns. Good job 
there’s no irony in it then... 

It’s quite exciting to self-publish an ebook. It’s easy, quick 
to do and no-one tells you that you can’t. Anyone who’s 
had the urge to be published should look at it though 
unfortunately no doubt eventually everyone who’s had the 
urge will indeed look at it and the good stuff will be lost 
within an avalanche of rubbish, something that is becoming 
apparent already, rubbish like Three Frame Adventures in 
fact - that’s top quality rubbish though.

Three Frame Adventures, on sale at Amazon for £2.58.

Neil Stewart

Three Frame Adventures cover

The Whole Tooth
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Ingredients

100g/4oz caster sugar
50g/2oz pinhead oatmeal
250g/9oz raspberries
3 tbsp caster sugar
4 tsp lemon juice
two-thirds of a gelatine leaf
3 large free-range egg yolks
25g/1oz caster sugar
35g/1½oz clear honey (2½ tbsp) 
5 tbsp whisky (Now, please...none of your rot gut here. If 
you’ve got none in, go out and buy two wee miniatures of 
good malt; not one of your Islay malts like Laphroaig as it 
is too peaty and overpowers the rest of the dish.)
150g/5½oz crème fraîche
100g/4oz mascarpone cheese
two-thirds of a gelatine leaf
2 tsp lemon juice

To serve: raspberries

Recipe

To make the praline, line a baking sheet with greaseproof 
paper. Place a frying pan over a medium heat and sprinkle 
in the sugar. Allow the sugar to melt without stirring; then 
turn up the heat. As the sugar begins to caramelise, mix in 
the oats and stir. 

Carefully tip the contents onto the lined baking sheet and 
leave to cool completely. Once cool, break into pieces with 
a rolling pin, and grind in a pestle and mortar to a coarse 
powder. (This can be done ahead. If you don’t use it all, it 
can be stored in jar in the fridge. I’ve got a whole croggan 
of the stuff in the back shelf.) Now, that wasn’t so hard, 
was it? You’ve just made oatmeal praline! 

Next step: Put a medium-sized heavy pan over a gentle 
heat and add the raspberries, sugar, lemon juice and six 
tablespoons of water. Bring to the boil and simmer for 
three minutes or until the raspberries have softened. Put 
the gelatine leaf in a cup of cold water to soften it. Remove 
the pan from the heat and rub the mixture through a fine 
sieve into a clean pan, to get rid of the seeds (essential if 
you have a set of wallies....) You should get about 7fl oz of 
purée. 

Gently reheat the purée, then remove from the heat. 

Drain and squeeze the gelatine and pop it into the hot 
raspberry puré. Stir until the gelatine has melted. Leave 
to set to a very soft jelly in the fridge. You have just made 
raspberry coulis jelly..! Who’s getting all cheffy now?!

Put the egg yolks and sugar in a large heatproof bowl 
and whisk well. Mix in the honey and three tablespoons of 
the whisky. Have a wee sip yourself while you’re at it. Set 
the bowl over a pan of simmering water and beat with an 
electric mixer for 5-6 minutes or until the mixture starts to 
thicken - when you lift the beaters out of the mix in a cir-
cular motion, you should be left with a distinct trail on the 
surface. When ready, take the bowl off the pan and allow 
to cool. 

In another bowl mix the crème fraîche and mascarpone 
together. Soak the gelatine as before. Gently warm the 
remaining whisky in a small pan (don’t allow it to get too 
hot). Lift the gelatine from the water, squeeze and add to 
the whisky. The gelatine should melt almost at once. 

Fold the whisky into the mascarpone mix; then add the 
cooled egg mix and the lemon juice. Carefully fold the 
whole lot together with a metal spoon. Keep the mousse in 
the fridge.

To serve, add a handful of raspberries to the softly set jelly. 
Put a couple of spoonfuls of jelly in the bottom of eight 
dessert glasses. Put a couple of spoonfuls of mousse 
on top; then sprinkle with some oatmeal praline. 
Add more jelly, then more mousse and top with another 
sprinkling of praline. Finish with a few raspberries and 
serve.

Maggie Macleod

Cranachan

Back Pharmacy
Change of Opening Hours

From Monday 4th February
Back Pharmacy will open at 10am.

Opening hours are as follows:
Monday to Friday: 10am to 5.30pm

Saturday: 10am to 4.00pm

Thank you for your continuing support.
Carolyn Hudson MRPharmS

Happy Birthday to this young man, he’s 50 this month. 

Keep a look out for him in his van...he’ll be smiling!
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The Official Opening of Càrn Sgìr’ a’ Bhac, 1996
The following is taken from the programme for the 
official opening of Càrn Sgìr’ a’ Bhac, which took 
place on Friday 27th September 1996.

The last of the three memorials commissioned by 
Cuimhneachain nan Gaisgeach to commemorate the 
courageous struggle of the people of Lewis to free 
themselves from the subjection of oppressive and 
callous landlords is officially opened in Gress, in the 
district of Back on Friday 27 September 1996. This 
follows the opening of cairns at Pairc in the Lochs 
district and in Aignish, Point.

Càrn Sgìr’ a’ Bhac is dedicated to the memory of those 
‘gaisgich’ – heroes – who stood their ground against 
the arrogance of their landlord, Lord Leverhulme, and 
his insensitivity towards their demands that more land 
be made available for crofting tenure in the years 
following the Great War.

Those crofting servicemen who had been fortunate 
enough to have survived the horrors of the Great War 
returned home with high expectations. The lease of 
a piece of land so that they would be able to build 

homes and extract enough sustenance from the soil to 
feed their families held a high place on their agenda.

“We are demanding nothing, but the promise that was 
made to us when we was ploughing the green ocean, 
and when we was in the earth holes in Flanders up to 
our knees in mind” wrote one crofter from the village of 
Coll to Robert Munro, the then Secretary of State for 
Scotland.

At the time, Lord Leverhulme, the Lancashire ‘Soap 
Baron’ who had newly acquired ownership of the 
Isle of Lewis, was less than sympathetic towards 
the crofters’ demands. Leverhulme had grand ideas 
for industrialisation, particularly of fishing resources, 
and he saw the farms of Coll and Gress as being the 
suppliers of dairy produce for his industrial nucleus.

It was therefore inevitable that conflict would ensue – a 
hard-headed, unyielding industrialist against an equally 
resolute group of crofters embittered by a sense of 
injustice. To the ex-servicemen the promise of a return 
to “a land fit for heroes” must have had hollow tones.

The raiding of the Coll and Gress farms, with the 
crofters marking out lots and planting potatoes, started 
shortly after the end of the War. The conflict between 
the landlord and tenants escalated with threats and 
counter threats. In the end Leverhulme reluctantly 
agreed to give up the farms of Coll and Gress 
and both farms were handed over to the Board of 
Agriculture. These farms were eventually divided into 
the crofts that nowadays form the crofting townships of 
Upper Coll and Gress.

Programme cover

Event programme
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This is the month for browsing through the kitchen garden 
catalogues. Regardless of which catalogue you have, each 
has a variety of plants, both old and new, on offer.  If, of 
course, you prefer organic, you will favour organic suppli-
ers, who sell only organic seed!  Browsing through my cat-
alogue, the first offer is a variety of garlic onions.  If you are 
thinking of planting garlic, do not plant the ones you buy in 
the shops, as they are imported ones grown in hot climates 
and will eventually bolt in our weather conditions.  There 
are two types, the soft neck and the hard neck. The soft 
neck variety lasts longer, having more cloves. Remember, 
when planting, to plant individual cloves rather than the 
whole onion.  There is the elephant garlic, which I have 
never planted and it’s not really a garlic but is related to the 
leek and can be eaten whole.

Closely related to the garlic is the onion which can be 
planted either as seed or in sets.  Onion sets are small 
onions which are harvested at a certain size to prevent fur-
ther growth and dried ready to be dispatched for us to plant 
out in our gardens.  There are numerous varieties of onion 
sets and seeds to choose from, as well as shallots.

Then there is the potato - early, second early and lates.  
Again the varieties are numerous, but most people, 
unless they are experimenting out of curiosity, do not like 
to change to an unknown variety unless recommended.  
On visiting the North of England Horticultural Show one 
September in Harrogate, I saw an incredible display of sev-
enty or so varieties, specially grown for exhibition by one 
person.  I was once given a seed which I was told was an 
early seed called Antrim May Queen.  But I notice amongst 
the varieties that it seems to be listed as the Ulster May 
Queen.  It was an exceptionally dry potato, very tasty, but 
unfortunately it got mixed with other seeds and was lost.  
This is the problem with having too many varieties unless 
you are very disciplined in marking them.  It remains a mat-
ter of choice.

Another plant that is easy to grow is peas or runner beans.  
You can dig a trench in your garden the depth of a spade 
where you are going to plant and fill it with raw vegetable 
waste, crunched newspapers over a period of time. Fill 
over with soil before planting, thus giving the plant plenty 
to feed on.  This plant needs support and some make their 
own colourful wigwams. Runner beans do need pollina-
tion and so are dependent on the bees.  Wet, cold weather 
affects the bees, hence poor pollination, resulting in poor 
yield.  This wonderful insect is becoming rarer, considered 
sadly by many as a mere nuisance with a dangerous sting.  
No other flying insect is so harmless and so necessary for 
crop pollination as the bee.  I can have them crawling on 
my bare skin without any fear of a sting, as bees do not go 
out to sting.  When I used to plant courgettes, I pollinated 
the plants by rubbing the male flower against the female.  
So now you can see how important it is for the bee to pol-
linate millions of flowering plants.  We shall discuss other 
plants in the next article.

From the Poileagan

   Anns a’   Anns a’
 ghàrradh... ghàrradh...Browsing Through 

Catalogues

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £33.00 to Mrs M. A. Davidson, 3a New Street, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £33.00
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
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Can anyone identify these 
people?

In the peats. Back: Alexander Graham (Alasdair an t-Sailor), 
Alexander Graham (Am Prem), Mary Ann Graham (Mairi a’ 
Phrem), Helen Graham (Eilidh a’ Phrem)

Front: Ishbel Macdonald (Isbhel Bhobsie), Murdo Graham 
(Murchadh a’ Phrem)

Rob Burnside, his two sisters and their mother

Ski-Knit, circa 1976
Back row: Nellie Sheoraisgean, bean Stogaidh, Anna 

Sheoraisgean, Mary Murdigan
Front row: Mary Finlayson, Mabel a’ Lasgain, 

Catriona Iomhair a’ Bhounce

Back School Home Economics Project 1967-68, (left to right): 
Chrissie A MacIver, Maureen Macleod, Annie Maciver, M 
Martin, Mary Maciver, Mary Flora Mackenzie, M Thomson

If you have any 
photographs of 
interest that you would 
like to share with our 
readers then please 
give the photos to 
one of our committee 
members. Once a copy 
is taken photographs 
will be returned to 
their owner. Otherwise 
photos can be 
scanned and emailed 
directly to the editor. 
See the contact details 
of the Loch a Tuath 
News committee on 
page 2.
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Material for 
publication in the MARCH issue of Loch a Tuath News must 

be in before WEDNESDAY 13th FEBRUARY 2013

The Back School S1/S2 Badminton Team being presented with new strips, 1999
Back row: Willie Angie Morrison (Carpet World), Derek Macleod, Ross Hall, Daniel Stewart, Derek Beaton, David Maclean, Alasdair 
Mackenzie
Front row: Naomi Maciver, Emma Maclean, Jenna Stewart, Ann Mairi Murray, Lynsey Morrison, Alison Mackenzie

The Back FC players and committee members pictured at their recent annual awards with the two trophies won last season. 

Back row: David Maciver, Duncan Maclean, Jason Macleod, Iain Maclennan, Willie Angie Morrison, 
James Macleod, Andrew Maciver, Stuart Smith, Aonghas Campbell, Kevin Murray, Alex Cumming
Front row: Alex John Macleod, Michael Maciver, Iain Macleod, Ross Hall, Andrew Macleod, James 
Macarthur, Craig Macleod, Colin Maclean


