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Proud as Punch!
Tong School Girls Win the Team Event at the 

Lewis and Harris Cross Country Series
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Loch a Tuath News 
By email: annatucker99@yahoo.co.uk
By post: 36 Upper Coll, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LT 

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible.  If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the 
community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their 
free time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and 
ears’ of the district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal 
Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3 to cover cost and 
postage. 

FÀILTE
Welcome to the March issue of Loch 
a Tuath News. This month we have 
another variety of articles and photo-
graphs for you. We have an interview 
with Iain Maclennan of Gress, who 
recently stepped down as manager of 
Back Football Club after a very success-
ful couple of seasons, during which Back 
won the league and reached the final 
of the Highland Amateur Cup, amongst 
other achievements. We also have an 
interesting article by Alistair ‘Tuxy’ on the 
huts out at Loch an Eilein, which many of 
our readers will know well. Norman Smith 
also continues his enjoyable tales of sail-
ing all over the world and encountering 
different places and cultures. 

This month we have more news from 
Back Free Church as refurbishment work 
continues on the church building and we 
have news of a couple of presentations 
that were made in the church recently to 
Rev Kenneth Ferguson and Rev Alasdair 
I Macleod, who have both recently retired 
to this area. Kenny John Mackenzie has 
also provided us with a missions update.

This month we also hear of the latest 
news from Tong Brownies and Tong 

Youth Club. We have another delicious-
sounding recipe that you may wish to try 
and, as usual, we have another range 
of photographs relating to the district 
from different eras. We hear about No 
Smoking Day and we also dip in once 
again to ‘Loch a Tuath’, Back School’s 
magazine which was published thirty 
years ago this year. 

As well as all of that, we have our usual 
regular features too, such as As na 
Bailtean, From the Manse, Back in Time, 
From the Archives, Anns a’ Ghàrradh and 
the latest news from Sgoil a’ Bhac and 
Tong School. Many thanks to all those of 
you who have contributed to this month’s 
issue. Please keep all the contributions 
coming as, without them, we would not 
be able to produce a new issue of Loch a 
Tuath News each month.

Please note that from next month Anna 
Tucker, Upper Coll, is to be the new 
editor of Loch a Tuath News. We wish 
her all the best in this role and we are 
glad that she has felt able to take it on. 
Please give her your support. Her con-
tact details for any submissions can be 
found below.

Cover photo: The Tong School Girls 
Under 9 Girls’ Team which picked 
up first place in the team events in 
the Lewis and Harris Cross Country 
Series recently.
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Upper Shader since he married Mary 
Macdonald from Baile an Truiseil. 

Calum was the second son of the 
late Donald and Kirsty Macleod, 55 
Back. Many years ago the writer list-
ed the names of eleven young men 
from Back who were well-motivated 
and studied diligently and went on to 
‘sit at the Master’s table’ as master 
mariners themselves. One of those 
who had a prominent place on the 
list was Calum. Long after he left 
the Navigation Department of Lews 
Castle College he was remembered 
as a good, diligent student, a man-
nerly, quiet young man with pros-
pects of much success. He did not 
disappoint. A record of his career at 
sea is not at hand but it was one of 
achievement. One item that is worth 
recording is that he became captain 
of the Suilven and when the time 
came and she was sold to sail the 
seas around New Zealand he sailed 
that popular ferry out of Stornoway 
for the last time. 

It can also be seen from the annals 
of Lews Castle College that Calum 
played an important part in the suc-
cess at the time of ‘Dopey’s Babes’ 
- the Castle football team. It is also 
remembered that in one cup final 
which Back won, both Kenny and 
Calum – balaich a’ Ghille – each 
scored a goal to win the cup. 

The large number of friends, col-
leagues and contemporaries that 
braved the elements to pay their last 
respects at his funeral testified to the 
place he had in their estimation. To 
his wife Mary and his son and daugh-
ter in law, as well as to his sister and 
brothers, sympathy is sent at this sad 
time.

The Late Willie Ledingham

We regret to record the death of 
Willie Ledingham who, after a short 
illness, passed away at Western Isles 
Hospital, aged 74 years. He was 
originally from Aberdeenshire and he 
came to live at 23 Back in 1997 along 
with mother Jessie and sister Megan. 
Sadly both of them to whom he was 
devoted died within a few years of 
their arrival here and were buried at 
Sandwick Cemetery, where his own 
interment took place on 12 February 
following a short service at the grave-
side. To his cousins on the mainland 
we send our condolences on the loss 
of their cousin. 

AS NA 
BAILTEAN

BACK / VATISKER
The Late Ishbel Pate

A sincere message of condolences is 
sent to the family, sisters and brother 
of the late Ishbel Pate whose home 
was in Glasgow and who passed 
away at the end of 2012. Ishbel was 
well-known to many in the communi-
ty, especially in Upper Coll where she 
spent much of her youth before her 
parents moved to Broad Bay View. 
She was the eldest daughter of the 
late John – Iain a’ Gheb – and Ishbel 
who lived at No. 17. Mrs Pate’s hus-
band died suddenly while they were 
both visiting Ishbel’s late mother 
some two years ago. She battled 
bravely and patiently against a termi-
nal illness. She is remembered with 
affection by all who knew her.

The Late Kirsty Bell Macdonald

There are still some living in the vil-
lage of Back, especially in the middle 
area, who remember with fondness 
the Mackay family – Teaghlach a’ 
Phàbaidh – who formerly lived at 23 
Back. Kirsty Bell, the last surviving 
member of that family of two brothers 
and two sisters, passed away peace-
fully in Dun Eisdean Nursing Home in 
January.

Kirsty Bell was the youngest member 
of the family of the late Alexander 
and Annabella Mackay. The father 
died when the family was young. 
Catherine and Duncan also died very 
young. Only John and Kirsty Bell sur-
vived being infected by the scourge 
that decimated many families in the 
thirties and forties. 

John, after serving in World War II, 
returned home and his sister who 
served in the NAAFI joined him in 
the home. Kirsty, however, moved to 
Skye and found work and a husband 
there – he was Allan Macdonald. 
When her husband passed away she 
returned to Stornoway and resided in 
several residential homes there. Her 
remains were returned to Skye for 
burial. The sympathy of the commu-
nity is extended to all relatives.

The Late Captain Malcolm Macleod

Many in this community where 
Calum a’ Ghille grew up were sad to 
hear that he had suddenly passed 
away on 1st February in Ospadal 
nan Eilean. Calum had lived at 1 

Marriage

Jane Ferguson, daughter of Rev 
Kenneth Murdo Ferguson and Nan, 
22 Back, and Darren Macdonald, son 
of Allan and Mandy, 8 Back, were 
married on 29 August 2012 at Luss, 
Loch Lomond. The couple are intend-
ing to set up home at 47b Back.

Jane Ferguson and Darren Macdonald

Visit to Ireland

Kitty and Ian Fargie, 1 Vatisker 
Park, had an enjoyable Christmas 
in Kilkenny, Ireland, with David and 
family. Son Dylan is now two years 
old and baby Lara Anne was born on 
14 November 2012.

David Fargie and family
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COLL
Bereavements

Our sympathy goes to Margaret 
Macdonald and family (banntrach 
Tonkan), 87 Coll, on the death on the 
14th of January of her sister in law 
Johanna Macdonald, High Borve, 
who passed away in Dun Eisdean 
where she had been a resident for 
many years. 

Our thoughts are also with Irene and 
Iain Allan and family, and Margaret, 
Calum and Angus Allan on the death 
of Angus Munro, better known to 
his many friends as Unna, Point. He 
was the father of Iain Allan, Calum 
and Donnie, and only three months 
ago had lost his wife. All the family, 
friends and neighbours are also in 
our thoughts at this difficult time.

New Baby

Belated congratulations to Maureen 
and George Stewart (Zeb), 20 Coll, 
on the birth of little Chloe, born to 
their daughter Ann-Marie and Louis 
Don Maclennan, Tong. We are sure 
great granny Catriona and great 
grandpa Donald at No. 26 Coll are 
over the moon with another little girl. 

GRESS
Engagement

Congratulations to Joanne Murray 
(nighean Donald agus Catherine 
Rose) on her engagement to Rev 
Hugh Stewart (Point), the pre-
sent minister in Bernera Church of 
Scotland. 

Congratulations also to John S 
Mackenzie (Aonghas Chaluim Mob 
and Peigi’s son) who has become 
engaged to Leanne MacQueen, 
Stornoway.

Best Wishes

We wish Agnes Cook (Dhòmhnaill 
Sheogaidh) and Chrissie Slater 
(am Beag), both from the village, a 
speedy recovery, as they are in hos-
pital at the time of writing.

TONG
Home from Hospital

Mrs Chrissie MacIver, 25 Tong Road, 

has recently returned home having 
spent some time in Western Isles 
Hospital and the Golden Jubilee 
Hospital. We wish her well and hope 
that she continues to improve.

Mr Eric Salmon, 1 Aird Tong, has also 
been going through a difficult period 
of ill-health. We are glad to hear that 
he is now back home. We continue to 
remember himself and Theresa, his 
wife, at this time.

Graduation

Congratulations to Morna Maclean 
who recently graduated BSc in 
Adult Nursing from the University 
of the West of Scotland. Morna is 
the daughter of Angus and Annie 
Maclean, 2 Tong Park, Tong.

Morna Maclean

Four Generations

The 7th October 2012 saw the arrival 
of Hope Lynda Nicoll, daughter of 
Lisa Macpherson and Paul Nicoll, a 
first grandchild to Mairi Macfarlane, 
and first great grandchild to Norman 
Macfarlane, Heather Cliff, Tong.

Hope Lynda Nicoll

Piping Down Under

Pictured is Ellen McAnulty from 
Melbourne, Australia, granddaughter 
of Mary (Mem) and John Macneil, 

Wellington, New Zealand. Ellen 
recently took part in Highland Games 
in Turakina, North Wellington. She 
entered four events and achieved 
two Firsts. She has been interested 
in Scottish music from the time she 
could stand up on her own. At the 
age of nine she started to learn to 
play the bagpipes. Her iPod is full 
of pipe tunes, which is very unusual 
for a seventeen year old. Two years 
ago she won a new set of McCallum 
pipes for being the most promising 
player in the State of Victoria.

Ellen McAnulty

Ellen belongs to the Moorrabin Pipe 
Band and they hope to come to 
Scotland to compete in the World 
Championships next year, providing 
she is able to take time out from her 
University Studies. Well done, Ellen. 
We all wish you well in your studies 
and your piping competitions.

UPPER COLL
New Baby

We are delighted to report the birth 
of a son to Donna (daughter of Mairi 
and the late Dòmhnall Chuimhnidh, 2 
Upper Coll) and Gordon Macdonald, 
Stornoway.   The new arrival, Callan, 
was born on 19th January and he is 
a third grandchild for Mairi. We send 
our congratulations and very best 
wishes to the family.

Windmill

The windmill, a familiar landmark 
in the landscape of Upper Coll, has 
returned after an absence of a few 
months. It was recalled by the manu-
facturers, West Wind, as they had 
discovered defects in other windmills 
and all were recalled for checking 
and rectifying. It is hoped there will be 
no more problems and those who use 
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it as a wind vane can once more tell 
at a glance the direction of the wind.

The windmill generates power for the 
Community Hall, and in addition to 
free energy, any surplus generated 
can be sold back to the Grid as a 
means of raising funds.

All-Weather Playing Field

At the time of writing, work is due to 
begin on the construction of the new 
covered all-weather playing field at 
Back Football Club and Recreation 
Centre. It is hoped that the work will 
be completed later this year. The new 
facility will certainly be an asset to the 
local community and indeed to the 
whole of the Western Isles.

Visitor from Canada

Recently Nicky Potter, granddaughter 
of Aline Potter and firstborn to David 

and his wife Sandy, travelled from 
Canada and paid a surprise visit to 
Christine and Murdo Morrison at 4 
Upper Coll, as a tribute to her grand-
mother in the wake of her passing. It 
was Nicky’s first trip to Scotland. She 
loved it, and said she’d be back (no 
doubt in the spring/summer!)

Nicky drove round parts of the island 
herself. She particularly wanted to 
see the Callanish Stones which she 
did. She then visited with Christine 
and Murdo, thereby seeing her 
grandmother’s home. She also visited 
Christine and Murdo’s daughters, 
Christine and Mairi and families, 
in their respective homes. As well, 
Murdo and Christine drove her to 
visit Ishbel Graham (daughter of her 
grandmother’s sister, Ina).

Christine and Murdo also showed 
Nicky her grandmother’s school and 

church: Back School and Back Free 
Church. Nicky even joined Christine 
and Murdo at the Sunday evening 
English service. Nicky also made a 
point to view the Cairn to the Raiders, 
one of whom was her great grandfa-
ther.

Nicky Potter

We wanted to let you know of a little progress of our 
missionary work in East Africa, Uganda, Eastern 
Congo, and South Sudan. At the moment we are try-
ing to support Graduated Ministers from African Bible 
University who have moved back amongst their own 
people to share the Word of God. Last month we were 
able to send £4000 shared amongst the Pastors.

Pastor Wilson received £1000 for the school he runs 
near Kampala for 180 pupils; 70 of these children are 
orphans.

Pastor Upokie received £500 for his ministry in Bunia, 
Eastern Congo, amongst the Pygmies.

Pastor Isaac from Ezo, South Sudan received £500 for 
his ministry amongst refugees in South Sudan.

Pastor Wilson Okot from Kitgum, Northern Uganda, 
received £500 for his ministry amongst the women 

who have been raped by rebel soldiers on their return 
home.

Pastor Charles Agona from Lira, Northern Uganda, 
received £500 for his ministry towards catechisms and 
the drilling of a bore hole for clean water.

Two students, Grace and Titus, still in studies at 
African Bible University received £500 each to pay for 
school fees.

We are thankful to the Lord for your kind support to us 
in our Missionary work.

Blessings, Kenny John and Ishbel. Romans 8 v 28.

Missions Update

These four students have graduated from African Bible University 
after four years’ training doing a BA in Biblical Studies.  All four 
students were supported by members of Back Free Church for 
University Fees. Map of Africa
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The first recollection I have would have been in about 
1955, when I would have been about 8 years old. One 
fine summer’s day we had a family outing to Loch an 
Eilein to see where our grandfather’s àiridh (shieling) had 
been. The older folk decided to rebuild it and use it for 
holidays; there was no spare money for fancy holidays 
then. They rebuilt it using the original stones and turf. 

During the rebuilding they extended it by some five feet; it 
now measured externally about 12 by 16. It had a bed at 
the upper end with a dried grass mattress; in fact it was 
a mini blackhouse just like long ago. It was roofed with 
2 by 2 timber, covered with roofing felt. There was no 
stove, just a stone chimney at one end, but we did have 
a Primus stove, which was very basic but great fun. The 
men involved were the late Roddy ‘Cake’, my late father 
and my uncle Norman ‘Bal’ Macleod. 

Corrugated Iron Huts

Donald and Maggie from the Red Shop built a hut using 
corrugated iron in about 1957. It was about 10x10, had 
two ex-army steel beds and a small cast iron stove. It 
was lined very cosily with bits of plywood from old tea 
chests, as tea came loose back then. 

Our lot built a similar hut in August 1959 using corrugated 
iron sheeting that came from Maggie’s shop when it was 
slated that year. The shop was originally built as a church 
in 1913, which means that the corrugated iron in our old 
shed is now 100 years old! Will today’s materials last that 
long?  

Donald had a small canvas and ply boat and as young 
children a trip in the little boat out to the island in the loch 
was a great adventure. On this island are the remains of 
a large house. There is an underwater causeway leading 
out to it which you can follow. It has a bend in it which 
suggests that the island was a place of refuge at one 
time.

The older folk used to do a lot of trout fishing using a 
gadget called an otter board. As we grew up we all had 
one. It was very efficient at catching trout and great 
excitement was to be had, especially during September 
for catching fresh run sea trout. 

Summers at Loch an Eilein
We used to spend a lot of time out there during the sum-
mers. My uncle Norman used to go out for two full weeks 
when the tweed mills were closed in July. We had to walk 
all the way there. It was a lot easier when my father got 
a small van and we didn’t have to walk all the way from 
home, over three miles in total. 

In 1963 Donald was not in good health and he very gra-
ciously gave his shed to my father, which meant that 
uncle Norman used ours and ‘Tuxy’ and family were able 
to use Donald’s. It was great to look across the loch of a 
late evening and see the bright light from the Tilley lamp 
in the other hut opposite.

As we grew older and we all started work etc interest in 
the old hut waned and eventually in the early 70s we sel-
dom if ever went out there. My late brother, Norman, and 
I went out there in about 1980 and decided to renovate 
our old one. 

In the meantime the gales had flattened Donald’s hut, 
which was situated on the side exposed to the south-
west winds. We used some sheets from Donald’s to 
repair ours and after a year or so it was better than ever. 
Up till that time all the materials used had to be manually 
hauled, as there were no quad bikes back then. 

Eventually we were brave enough to take a tractor out 
there and at one time managed to get a heavy Rayburn 
stove out there. We also had Calor gas to cook with - 
luxury indeed! Along with our uncle Norman we used it 
extensively until my brother Norman’s untimely death in 
2003. 

I have lived in Aberdeenshire for nearly 20 years but 
every time I am in Lewis I visit and maintain the old hut. 
Over the last few years my nephew Steven has built 
a hut, as has George Graham from Vatisker and his 
friends. ‘Nomie’s’ sons from Lighthill towed a caravan out 
there, which was some feat. Few people seem to visit the 
moors any more. I would like to pass ours on to anybody 
who would make good use of it. 

Alistair ‘Tuxy’ Campbell

Memories of the Huts at Loch an Eilein on Vatisker Moor

Tuxy and Roy at Loch an Eilein, early 60s Tuxy preparing to go out fishing on Loch an Eilein, late 50s or early 60s
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The hut
Alistair Tuxy, Donna and Stewart, early 80s

Bal and John Toshy, March 1986
Banna, Alistair and Bal preparing for the intrepid journey over 

frozen ice onto the island in March 1986

Tractors on the ice at Loch an Eilein, March 1986John Toshy, Banna and Bal on the ice at Loch an Eilein, March 
1986

The hut at Loch an Eilein Karen (Alistair Tuxy) on the island, April 1989
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From the Manse
John 14:6 Jesus said…I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life.

‘Without the way, there is no going; without the truth, 
there is no knowing; without the life, there is no living’ 
(Thomas à Kempis).

The words of Thomas à Kempis paraphrase beautifully 
the words of Jesus in John 14:6 and sum up the testi-
mony of everyone who has come to know Jesus as their 
personal Saviour. 

At a conference on evangelism in the Philippines in 1989, 
Sue Perlam, a Jew, told her testimony.

‘One day I met a stranger on a street corner in New York 
City who shattered my misconceptions about the person 
of Jesus Christ.  He was the first individual really to com-
municate the gospel to me.  He told me that Jesus was 
not one of many paths to God but the only way, the only 
one who could forgive my sin.

I reacted in the customary Jewish fashion, ‘That’s a very 
narrow-minded point of view,’ I said.

He agreed with me and added, ‘But it is true!’  And some-
thing in me knew that I couldn’t just dismiss Jesus.

I was invited to attend a church service.  Christians 
began praying for me from that night on, and my defenc-
es started crumbling.  I didn’t want it to be true that Jesus 
was the Messiah.  But I realised that to deny the truth 
would be senseless.  I, a Jew, embraced Jesus as my 
Lord and Saviour.  And, so, became a completed Jew, in 
the tradition of Peter, Paul and Priscilla on the pages of 
the Bible.’

Sue’s testimony is perhaps the kind of personal story 
that some of us need to read and hear for ourselves.  It’s 
a remarkable testimony of a person’s life touched and 
transformed by the love and grace of Jesus Christ.  The 
Jesus that Sue discovered nearly 25 years ago is the 
same Jesus that we can all discover for ourselves today 
on the pages of the Bible and in the gospel.  

Come to church as Sue did. Come and hear about 
Jesus.  Faith comes by hearing.  It did for Sue.  And, so it 
can for you!

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services in 
Back and Tong during March 2013 are as follows:NNNJJJSDSDVDDDDDD

W

Back

Sunday 3 March
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod  (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Alasdair I Macleod
Sunday 10 March
10.30am: Rev Alasdair I Macleod 
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Mr Nigel Kenny (Christian Institute)
Sunday 17 March
10.30am: Mr Iain R Morrison
12 Noon: Rev Kenneth Ferguson (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Alasdair I Macleod
Sunday 24 March
10.30am: Rev Alasdair I Macleod

12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)

6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod
Sunday 31 March - Communion
11.30am: Rev Alasdair Macleod  (Gairloch)
6:30pm:  Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Tong Mission House

Sunday 3 March
10.30am: Rev Alasdair I Macleod
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod
Sunday 10 March
6pm:  Dr Gordon Macdonald (CARE Scotland)
Sunday 17 March
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod
6pm:  Mr Iain R Morrison
Sunday 24 March
6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)
Sunday 31 March
6:30pm:  Rev Alasdair Macleod (Gaelic)

All services are subject to change due to ongoing refur-
bishment work at the church.

March Service Times 

Monthly Family Service
Tong Mission House

Every 3rd Sunday @ 12 noon
 (With Crèche facilities)

***************

Next Service:
Sunday 17 March 2013

Preacher:  Rev. Calum I Macleod

Everyone Welcome
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Many thanks to Iain Maclennan, Gress, for answering our 
questions. 

Where were you born and who were your parents?
I was born in the village of Gress, at number 23, to 
Murdo and Mary Maclennan (Murchadh Dhòmhnuill 
Sheogaidh agus Mairi Ghlen).

What were you interested in apart from football? 
I recall spending a lot of time in the summer holidays rock 
fishing with my friends, mainly at Buaile an Uisge, Buaile 
Pearlan, Geodha na Muic and Geodha la h-Aula. Being 
fairly sporty in my youth, I was also keen on other sports, 
especially badminton and there was always fierce rivalry 
between rural schools, especially Bayble! That said, 
everything else came a poor second to playing football, 
whether it was a kickabout with the boys and girls of the 
village, or more organised inter-school competitions. 

Every summer, the children of the village (of which there 
were many at the time) would all congregate at the Gress 
machair night after night, playing, it would seem, until we 
could barely see the football. The pitch was beside the 
road, adjacent to the cemetery, where there is still a small 
playing area, which is now fenced off, so the cows and 
sheep can’t enter and ‘spoil’ the surface. In those days 
somebody might have been armed with a shovel to clear 
the area, prior to kick-off. If there wasn’t a shovel to hand, 
we just carried on regardless and did our best to avoid 
the ‘hazards’ left by the animals – not always success-
fully, I might add. We didn’t require neatly placed cones 
in those days to practice our dribbling skills. 

If it was going to be a serious game, we would line the 
pitch with sand, otherwise we used the fence by the road 
as a boundary on one side and ‘an t-slag’ at the other 
side as a kind of natural boundary – usually disputed. 
There were decent sized goals, which were painted white 
and they may have had nets at some point. The goal-
mouths had very little turf and were more akin to deep 
sand pits, which made it quite difficult when it was your 
turn in goals, as the crossbar was always about a foot 
higher than it should have been. 

I remember my teacher in Primary 3, Miss Zena 
Kennedy, telling me, in no uncertain terms, that I had to 
think of something else to enter in my school diary of a 
morning. She had just endured yet another account of 
my footballing exploits the previous evening, illustrated 
of course with a colourful drawing in crayon, depicting a 
magnificent save or an exquisite shot curling away into 
the top corner. 

That was a very long day. I could barely concentrate on 
my studies (less so than usual at least). What on earth 
was I going to put in my diary tomorrow? Miss Kennedy 
told me to ‘pull my socks up’. I looked down and they 
were already all the way up to my knees! The creabailte-
an my granny made me made sure of that. 

I went home from school that evening and my mother 
could tell I was troubled. “De th’ann, a’ ghràidh? Na 

thachair càil as sgoil? Na rinn thu càil ceàrr?” (Note the 
immediate assumption that I must have been guilty of 
something). I proceeded to explain my terrible predica-
ment. What was I going to do tonight? What was I going 
to write about for my diary in the morning? I couldn’t play 
football because Miss Kennedy would be cross if I wrote 
about football again. I don’t think I ate my ceann cropaig 
that night either. 

Anyway, nobody could help me. I was in despair. I didn’t 
want to do anything else but play football and I could only 
watch with a heavy heart, as my friends all trundled down 
the hill on their bikes towards the machair. Eventually I 
cracked. I could take it no longer. I ran out of the house 
to join my friends and we played football to our hearts’ 
content for the next three hours. I couldn’t have been 
happier.  

What about my diary assignment the next morning? Well, 
I probably wrote that I had ceann cropaig for my tea or 
something just as trivial!

Where were you educated after Back School?
After Back School I went to the Nicolson Institute and 
following that I went to Sabhal Mòr Ostaig to study 
Business and Gaidhealtachd Studies

What was your first job?
I was about 15 when I had my first part-time job, on 
a Saturday morning, packing loaves of bread at Stag 
Bakeries. My mother and my aunty Murdina both worked 
there at the time, as did the likes of Rooda, Samson and 
Kenny Graham. My first full time job after college was as 
a fish-salesman at the Fishermen’s Co-operative.

Where are you working at present?
I am currently employed as the Team Leader for the 
Outer Hebrides section of Skills Development Scotland. 
Most people will probably know it better as Careers 
Scotland. 

You played football from an early age. What was sig-
nificant in your earlier playing days? 
I remember there was always a strong sense of wanting 
to play for Back seniors. My age group was lucky enough 
to be influenced by many individuals who had a love of 
football. I recollect being part of what was probably the 
first development club. Murdo ‘Maroot’, Cab and Bugsy 
would take us through our paces each Saturday morning. 
People like Kenny John and ‘Patchy’ Murray were also 
very influential from an early age. 

I couldn’t talk about my young sporting days, without 
acknowledging The Janny, Briogaisean, who would spend 
a lot of time with us in encouraging our sporting endeav-
ours during school, after school and in Cub Scouts. My 
father always encouraged Murdo and I, and I have fond 
recollections of our chats after games. He watched every 
game he could manage, even when he wasn’t in the best 
of health and I know he was very proud to see his boys 
wearing the blue of Back. We won the league the year 

An Interview with Iain Maclennan
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after he passed away and it would have been nice had 
he been able to see us do that. 

I made my senior debut aged 15 against the Rovers and, 
from then on, I was on the fringes as managers came 
and went. I only really established myself as a regular 
first team player, on my return from college, aged about 
20. 

What were your achievements as a player? 
I had a reasonably successful playing career. I was lucky 
to be involved in a few cup finals as a youngster - some 
successes and some disappointments. I was a young 
squad member in the late eighties when Ness were at 
their peak and we ran them close for the league. We 
came very close again in the mid nineties and we were 
unlucky to finish second to both Ness and Lochs as they 
went on to lift the title in ’93 and ’95, respectively. In fact, 
we ought to have won both these titles, but, as seems to 
be the way with Back over the years, we seemed just to 
miss out at the death. 

In my 20-odd years as a player I was lucky to have won 
all domestic trophies, including the league title in 2000, 
which was massive for everyone involved with the club 
and for all the players involved, given the wait the club 
had since last being crowned champions. 

A personal highlight was the Eilean an Fhraoich Cup 
Final of 1995, when we beat Point 3-1 to lift the cup. I 
remember scoring the third goal, which clinched victory 
and I was very proud to have been chosen by Am Piseag 
as man of the match that night.

I played with some great players over the years. The 
likes of Nero, DJ Macarthy, Wee Willie, Dano, Bloxy, Allan 
George, Percy, DA, Red, Peter Grant, Kevin Bloxy, Murdo 
Gress and, more recently, the likes of Ross Hall, Euan, 
Davy Ox, Murray, Martin Maclean – too many to name. At 
one time there was a strong core of players from Gress: 
myself, DA Ishbel Bhobshy, Puffet (Dòmhnall a’ Phrem), 
Murdo C (mac Pedro), latterly my own wee brother Murdo 
Gress, and managed by Bunter (mac Swannie). That was 
very enjoyable, as we were best mates and had grown 
up playing football together on the machair all those 
years ago. 

As the former team manager of Back FC, what do you 
think the future holds for them?
The future for Back in the short to medium term looks 
very good. We’ve got a young manager in Davy Maciver 
coming in, who will do a very good job. I believe we have 
a squad that is able to compete for trophies in com-
ing years and we have the benefit of some really good 
players, with a good mixture of youth and experience. It 
will be exciting to watch the likes of Colin Maclean and 
James Macleod, as they develop over the next few years. 

As a manager what have you achieved?
I was only the manager for two seasons, although some-
times it seemed longer. It would be easy to highlight the 
number of trophies won by the club and the Highland 
Amateur Cup run we achieved the previous season and 
refer to those in terms of summing up our achievements. 
However, I don’t think that tells the whole story. Aside 
from being a very talented group of lads, the success we 
had would not have been possible had the players not 
been as dedicated, galvanised, hardworking and commit-
ted as they have been. 

There were one or two setbacks along the way, from 
which the players always bounced back and showed their 
character. To come back from the disappointment of the 
defeat to Avoch in the final of the Highland Amateur Cup, 
and in the next game, only two days later, beat Point in 
the semi-final of the Moldova Cup, and proceed to win 
it, the Coop Cup and the league title in the space of two 
weeks was simply incredible, especially when you con-
sider the sheer number of games we had to play over 
that short period. So, yes, the achievement of actual tro-
phies was great, but some of the performances the guys 
achieved along the way really were superb. 

It should be noted also, that the team completed a 19 
game unbeaten run domestically. Prior to the defeat to 
Point in the Highland Amateur Cup at the start of May 
2012, our previous loss to an island team was the night-
marish defeat we suffered against Lochs in the league in 
May 2011, almost a year earlier. 

What was particularly gratifying that season was that not 
many people had envisaged that kind of success for the 
club, and it was great that the players were able to prove 

Lewis Cup Winners, 
1990

Back row: David Soutar, 
Murdo Murray, Allan 
Macrae, Roddy Maclean, 
Donald Macdonald, 
Iain Maclennan, Alex 
Don Maciver, Allan 
G Macaskill, Murdo 
Macdonald, Alasdair 
Graham

Front row: Willie 
Macleod, Kevin Murray, 
Donald Graham, Alasdair 
Mackenzie, Peter Grant, 
Norman Morrison, Iain 
Macdonald
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a few folk wrong. 

Despite one or two early setbacks last season, we deliv-
ered two trophies, the Jock Stein Cup and the Acres 
Cup, to Upper Coll and we were very much in contention 
for the league, which was a very close run thing, with 3 
or 4 teams all in it until the last few games. In the end it 
was between ourselves and Aths, but unfortunately for 
us, Aths prevailed at the death. Injuries, weddings, work 
commitments and the loss of Martin Maclean to Brora 
Rangers all had a bearing in the end, and we couldn’t 
quite make it over the line. 

Back to the question, however; I can’t take credit for 
these achievements, as the players deserve all the credit, 
but I would like to think that I had some small influence in 
the way the players applied themselves, throughout two 
long, hard seasons.

Do you think that can be repeated in the future?
I believe those achievements can be repeated and are 
probably expected to an extent. It will be difficult, how-
ever, as other teams try to make in-roads, and are always 
looking to take the Bacach scalp. If we can keep every-
body fit, and work commitments don’t get in the way too 

much, then we should be there or thereabouts when it 
comes to trophies. 

Away from sport what are your interests?
I have a three year old son Samuel, who loves to play 
football - but thinks watching it on the telly is boring – and 
keeps both Catherine and I on our toes. I keep a small 
number of sheep on the croft, which also gets me out of 
the domestic chores – for a wee while at least.

What team do you favour in the SPL?
I have been Rangers daft since I can remember. When 
we were wee, DA Bhobshy would pretend to be Jimmy 
Johnstone, and I would pretend to be John Greig.

What team do you favour in the EPL?
I’ve never really become attached to any one team in 
England. I have a bit of a soft spot for Arsenal, I suppose.

Who is your favourite player at present?
Cristiano Ronaldo.

Who do you think was the best player in the world?
Pele.

Iain Maclennan watching Back from the sidelines, beside 
Peter O’ Donnell

Iain Maclennan (centre) in the dugout at the 2011 Highland 
Amateur Cup final

Eilean an Fhraoich Cup 
Winners, 1995

Back row: James 
‘Bommie’ Macarthur, David 
‘Ox’ Macleod, George 
Stewart, Gerry Lochrie, 
Donald A Macdonald, Iain 
‘Bunter’ Macdonald, Peter 
Grant, Dano Macdonald, 
Norman ‘Kenzie’ 
Mackenzie

Front row: Murdo ‘Gress’ 
Maclennan, Russell Hird, 
Peter O’ Donnell, Iain 
Maclennan, Alasdair ‘Red’ 
Mackenzie, Willie ‘Mashie’ 
Macleod, Donald ‘Puffit’ 
Graham
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This might sound a bit strange but the flavours do work 
well together!

1 large pork fillet
13 oz buffalo mozzarella, chopped
6 oz plum chutney
8 sage leaves
Seasoning
Olive oil
10 small, baby vine tomatoes
A knob of butter
4 oz spinach leaves
Freshly grated nutmeg

Preheat your oven to 200°C, or gas mark 6.

Lay the pork fillet on a board and, with a sharp knife, 
cut through from the thick end to the pointed end, being 
careful only to cut halfway through the meat. You want it 
to open up like a book or a butterfly.
Place the mozzarella in the centre of the fillet all the 
way along. 

Spoon over a third of the chutney and scatter over the 
sage leaves. Season well.
Roll up the fillet and tie it with string.
Rub the surface with the olive oil, salt and pepper.
Sear the outside of the pork, seam side down in a hot 
frying pan.
Place the fillet on a baking tray and surround with the 
baby tomatoes.
Bake for about 15 minutes until cooked.
Heat the butter in a small pan, add the spinach and 
cook down until just wilted.
Grate over the nutmeg.
Lay a bed of wilted spinach on the plate.
Slice the fillet thickly and lay on the spinach. Pour over 
some of the remaining plum chutney, warmed slightly.
Scatter over the baby roast potatoes. This works well 
with potato wedges.

Maggie Macleod

Mozzarella Stuffed Pork Fillet

No Smoking Day
Thousands of smokers in the Western Isles are being 
encouraged to ‘swap fags for swag’ and consider the 
financial benefits of quitting this month on the 30th anni-
versary of No Smoking Day.

Nearly one in six UK adults smoke, including 25 per cent 
in Scotland. But UK figures show two thirds want to quit. 
This year smokers are being encouraged to focus on 
what they could afford to buy were they to quit for a day 
(saving £7), a week (£49), a month (£210) and a year 
(£2,555). 

The Back Pharmacy team will be there to help smokers 
ditch the cigarettes for good on Wednesday 13 March 
– No Smoking Day. No Smoking Day 2013 will officially 
launch on Wednesday 27 February giving smokers two 
weeks to get ready to quit on No Smoking Day itself, 
Wednesday 13 March 2013.

Carolyn Hudson, pharmacist, Back Pharmacy said: “One 
of the biggest incentives for smokers to quit comes from 
considering the real amount of money they spend on 
cigarettes and thinking about what themselves and their 
family could afford if they were to give up for good. By tal-
lying up the exact amount of money that could be saved, 
smokers can work towards an actual goal – be it a new 
pair of shoes, a family trip to the cinema or a dream holi-
day.

“No Smoking Day provides the perfect opportunity for 
people to join hundreds of others in the Western Isles 
attempting to quit on the same day. This is why Back 
Pharmacy’s efforts in spreading the word about the sup-
port available are so important, to help many make their 
first steps towards a healthier and wealthier, smoke free 
life.”

Western Isles smokers urged to ‘swap fags for swag’ on 30th national No Smoking Day
Drop in to Back Pharmacy to see just how much money 
you could save. Back Pharmacy is part of a network 
of organisations across the United Kingdom that man-
age local activities for the No Smoking Day campaign. 
The annual health campaign, run by the British Heart 
Foundation, is now in its 30th year and helped more 
than 760,000 people quit smoking last year and inspired 
another 1.5 million to seek out information to help them 
quit in future.

For more information on the benefits of quitting as well as 
top quit tips, visit www.wequit.co.uk

At the Back FC awards Calum Iain Graham presented Alex 
John Macleod with the Bilichean trophy for his work around 
the Upper Coll Centre. This photo was wrongly captioned in 
last month’s issue.

Back FC



14

Sgoil a’ Bhac
School Handbook

The new School Handbook is available online on the school 
website at www.sgoilabhac.org.uk.  If a parent would like a 
paper copy please inform the school office.

Cross Country Race

Many pupils participated in the cross country race on 
Saturday 9th February and did very well. They all have 
received a medal for participation.  

CLASS NEWS

Sgoil Araich

The boys and girls have been very busy.  We have been 
working with G1/2 in their classroom on our Dinosaur topic.  
Emily Mackay brought her dad into the school and while he 
played the bagpipes the school and Sgoil Araich were given 
a display of her Highland Dancing skills.

EP1 & 2

They are working on their Dinosaur topic – they have made 
a giant 3-D Brachiosaurus made out of recycled shredded 
paper and are in the middle of making a Stegosaurus out of 
recycled materials such as tweed.

Jocelyn Mackenzie recently won some medals at a recent 
Highland Dancing competition, and Laura Tearse won some 
medals at Brownies.  Well done to you both.

GP1 & 2

Tha sinn ag obair air pròiseact Dìneosoran.  Thog sinn bhol-
cano paper-mache agus rinn sinn deuchainn saidheans a’ 

cleachdadh baking 
soda, vinegar, fairy 
liquid agus food col-
ouring dearg.  Rinn 
sinn uighean dìne-
osor agus rinn sinn 
nead dhaibh gus 
nach itheadh Torcuil 
an T-Rex iad!

EP3, 4 & 5

This month we were 
working on finishing 
our topic on Materials.  We have also been busy in Maths 
doing timetables, division and symmetry.

GP3 & 4

Bha tidsearan ùra aig Clas 3/4 an t-seachdain seo gan 
cuideachadh a’ faighinn a-mach mu dheidhinn lùth dealain. 
Thug John agus Fionnlaigh stiùireadh dhaibh agus an uair 
sin rinn iad deuchainnean-saidheans.  Abair gun do chòrd e 
riutha!

EP5, 6 & 7

This month we have been busy with our World War 2 topic.  
We have done some World War 2 themed art with images of 
a blitz.  

Abby-Jo Morrison was recently at a dressage competition in 
London and won Best Young Rider – well done Abby-Jo.

GP 5, 6 & 7

Tha clas 5, 6 agus 7 ag obair a’ deànamh agallamh airson 
obair as an Fèill Leabhar a tha gu bhith anns an sgoil air 
25mh den Ghearrain.  Tha sinn air a bhith ag obair air cus-
pair Coilltean-Uisge agus rinn sinn dealbhan de bheathai-
chean agus phlanntaichean.  Tha sinn ag ionnsachadh mu 
dheidhinn na cunnartan co-cheangailte ris na coilltean-uisge.

Pupil Led Evening

We are going to hold a pupil-led evening on Tuesday 19th 
March 2013 - more details to follow nearer the time.

Football 5s

The school entered 5 teams into this inter-school competi-
tion and team Sgoil a’ Bhac A won.   As you can see from 
the picture they were delighted with their win.

Chinese New Year

We celebrated Chinese New Year in the school on Friday 
8th February and the children had Chinese food for lunch.  
There was a Chinese New Year colouring competition. The 
winning entries were: P1-3 Winner ~ Jocelyn Mackenzie and 
P4-7 Winner ~ Ellie Macdonald.

Pupil Achievements

Pictured are the pupils who received Pupil Achievement 
Certificates at the last School Assembly held on Friday 1st 
February 2013. 

Press Gang

We have a new Press Gang who are collating information 
towards our next School Newsletter – hopefully they will 
have their first edition out next week.

Peter Mackay played the bagpipes at a Highland Dancing 
display

Jocelyn, EP2, with medals she won at a recent 
Dancing Competition
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Winning Team of Inter School Football Competition
Achievements at recent Assembly

Deuchainn-saidheans Clas 3-4Experiment

John Alasdair Bain and Finlay Emmott

Peter Mackay with daughters Ailyn and Emily

Chinese New Year Winner P1-3 Jocelyn Mackenzie

Dancing Display
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Nursery News

Children, staff and parents bid a fond farewell to Play 
Assistant, Tina MacAskill, on 18th January.  As there are 
fewer children attending our Nursery at present, Tina has 
been transferred to Stornoway Primary Nursery.  We offer 
a sincere message of thanks to Tina for the dedication 
and care shown to the children within her care at Tong 
Nursery, and are certain her patience, professionalism 
and good humour will be valued within her new work-
place.  We will miss you, Tina. 

Porridge Party

Primary One and Two were invited to join their friends in 
the Nursery for a porridge party on 25th January (anni-
versary of the birth of Robert Burns). The children were 
treated to a selection of Scottish treats including porridge, 
haggis and shortbread.  It was lovely to share snack 
time together and sing Scottish songs.  Thank you to 
the Nursery ladies for planning and organising the party.  
Primary One and Two made thank you cards which have 
been added to the lovely Scottish themed display on the 
wall outside the Nursery.

Inside Hanna’s Suitcase

Primary Six and Seven visited An Lanntair on 29th 
January to watch a film called ‘Inside Hanna’s Suitcase’. 
The film is based on the book, ‘Hanna’s Suitcase’ which 
the pupils have been reading in class as part of their 
World War Two project. Some comments about the film 
are recorded below:

“I thought it was a great film.” (Joshua, P6); “It was a 
really good chance to see what life was like during World 
War Two.”  (Donna, P6);  “It was really good, but quite 
sad.”  (Aaron, P7);  “It was very good and very informa-
tive. It was a little sad.” (Redigan, P7)

Cycle Safety Award

Claire Scott, Active Schools Co-ordinator, recently pre-
sented the school with a Cycle Safety Award.  This 
acknowledges the school’s commitment to promoting 
safe cycling to school.

Football Success

Congratulations to 
Adam Mackinnon 
(P5) who has been 
selected to play 
for Rangers FC in 
Murrayfield during the 
Easter Holidays.  Adam attended the Rangers Roadshow 
in Stornoway last year and coaches spotted his football-
ing skills.

Pantomime

The whole school (Nursery – Primary Seven) enjoyed 
viewing the performance of ‘Aladdin’ on 17th and 18th 
January. The jokes, special effects and audience par-
ticipation appealed to all ages. Three P5 pupils (Krysta, 
Leona and Tori) had been selected as junior dancers to 
take to the stage during certain performances.  Leona 
found herself dancing in front of the Tong School contin-
gent and all were proud of her performance.  Noah (P2) 
was amazed when ‘Widow Twanky’ wished him a “Happy 
6th Birthday” from the stage. How did she find out?  We 
look forward to next year’s pantomime!

Biscuit Baking

The pupils in Primary 2/3 were delighted to bake biscuits 
to enter into the ‘Great Island Bake Off’ competition, 
organised by WeeW in aid of the local branch of Cancer 
Research.  In addition to baking and icing the biscuits, 
the children completed entry forms and wrote recipes 
in the classroom. Mrs Macleod and P2/3 wish to thank 
Mrs Lloyd for all her help and baking tips. The children 
proudly identified the batch of biscuits from Tong School 
pictured in the recent edition of ‘Events’ newspaper.

Jitter Bug

Pupils in Primary Six and Seven participated in a World 
War Two Dance Workshop held on the morning of 25th 
January.  The workshop was delivered by ‘Fly Right’ 
Dance Company and the aim of the group is to give a 
fun introduction to dance and include some social his-
tory.  The children enjoyed the dance session and also 
the Jitterbug workshop where they discovered all about 
clothing, hair styles and make-up from the 1940s. Some 
pupils returned to school to show their wartime makeo-
ver!

Tong School

Cycle Safety Award P6 and 7 Jitterbug
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Councillor Crichton

Councillor Donald Crichton was a special guest at our 
Assembly on 1st February, and he answered various 
questions from Mrs Kennedy to inform pupils where 
he grew up, his favourite games as a child and what 
he did after leaving school.  Donald revealed that Tong 
School holds fond memories for him as he visited the 
former School House when his uncle was Head Master.  
Councillor Crichton’s mother also hails from Tong.  The 
pupils were given an opportunity to ask questions and we 
thank Donald for giving of his time to meet the children 
and staff.

New Tastes

The canteen ladies have been tempting pupils and staff 
with some new meals recently.  Black Pudding and hag-
gis was on offer for the school’s Burns Lunch on 25th 
January and some pupils were encouraged to sample the 
haggis.  Chicken chow mein followed by apple or banana 
fritters was a popular choice on 8th February to mark 
the Chinese New Year.  A Chinese New Year colouring 
competition was organised by the Comhairle’s Catering 
Department.  Anna and Fiona, our Canteen Ladies, had 
the difficult task of judging the entries. The P1-3 winner 
was Sarah Macpherson (P3) and the P4-7 winner was 
Dulin MacLachlan (P6). Sarah and Dulin look forward to 
spending their £5.00 gift tokens.

As the ladies were so impressed by the colouring, some 
additional prizes were awarded to one pupil from each 
class.  Well done to: Scott Campbell, P1; Gregor Fraser, 
P2; Ellie Penman, P3; Heather Macdonald, P4; Tori 

Councillor Crichton meeting the pupils

Edith busy preparing biscuits Goodbye, Tina

Mackinnon, P5; Benjamin Macdonald, P6 and Bethany 
Mackinnon, P7.

Energy Talk

Mr Ruaraidh Ferguson, Energy Efficiency Officer, spoke 
to Primary 4/5 to highlight energy efficiency within the 
school.  The focus was on pupils helping to monitor ener-
gy usage.

Bag Pack 

Many thanks to the band of parent helpers who gave 
of their time on Saturday 9th February to pack shop-
ping bags for customers in Tesco.  The fantastic total of 
£757.22 will boost the Nursery and School Fund.

Cross Country News

Tong School left the Castle Grounds with silverware on 
Saturday 9th February as the Lewis and Harris Cross 
Country series drew to a close.  The Tong School Girls 
Under 9s picked up first place in the team events.  The 
girls were clear winners, with a significant points differ-
ence over the next team.  And in their first year as a team 
the Under 9 Boys came in as a very creditable 4th Team.

In the individual standings over the three race series, the 
Tong Under 9 Girls finished tightly packed at the front: 
Rebecca Maciver (7th), Faith Macfarlane (5th), Maryanne 
Macphail (4th) and Krysta Bray in 3rd place. In the Under 
9 Boys’ Team Tong made it into the top ten with Harry 
Bray finishing in 5th place over the series, and Aaron 
Ferguson and Cailean Macdonald just outside the top 
ten.

Other highlights on the day saw a fine 6th place for 
Jamie Mackinnon in the Under 13 category and quite bril-
liant 3rd and 4th placings for Shana Macphail and Sian 
Ferguson respectively, also in the Under 13 category.  
The result showed the improvement that both Sian 
and Shana have made over earlier races.  The training 
around the village must have paid off, girls!

The final mention goes to Grace Macleod (P3) making 
her first ever appearance and finishing strongly in the 
middle of the field.

Congratulations to all fifteen hardy Tong School runners 
who competed - the school’s biggest ever turnout at the 
event.  Well done to all.

Kindly contributed by Keith Bray
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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From the 
Archives...

A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

10 YEARS AGO

The March 2003 Loch a Tuath News had news of the 
annual badminton competitions at Sgoil a’ Bhac and 
news of plans for a landscaped garden at Tong School. 
There was also some discussion on the various merits of 
different Bible versions.

In the News in March 2003

8 March: Malta approves joining the European Union in 
a referendum. 

11 March: The International Criminal Court is founded in 
the Hague.

12 March: Iraq Disarmament Crisis: Prime Minister Tony 
Blair proposes an amendment to the possible 18th U.N. 
resolution, which would call for Iraq to meet certain bench-
marks to prove that it was disarming. The amendment is 
immediately rejected by France, who promise to veto any 
new resolution.

Serbian Prime Minister Zoran Dindic is assassinated in 
Belgrade.

The World Health Organisation issues a global alert on 
SARS.

Bend It Like Beckham is released in cinemas.

17 March: Cabinet Minister Robin Cook resigns over gov-
ernment plans for war with Iraq. 

20 March: Land troops from the United Kingdom join 
troops from the United States, Australia and Poland in the 
invasion of Iraq.

22 March: ITN journalist Terry Lloyd is killed while cover-
ing the events of the Iraq War after he and his team of 
two cameramen and an interpreter are caught in crossfire 
during fighting in Basra between U.S. and Iraqi forces. His 
body and that of his Lebanese interpreter are recovered 

and it is later discov-
ered they were both 
shot by United States 
forces. 

23 March: Slovenia 
approves joining the 
European Union and 
NATO in a referen-
dum.

Chicago wins the 
award for Best Picture 
at the 75th Academy 
Awards, beating 
Gangs of New York, 
The Hours, The Lord 
of the Rings: The 
Two Towers and The 
Pianist. Chicago is the first musical to win this category 
since Oliver! in 1968.

UK Number One singles in March 2003 included Christina 
Aguilera with ‘Beautiful’ and Gareth Gates and the Kumars 
with ‘Spirit in the Sky’.

2003 winners 
of the Angus 
Milo Murray 

shield for 
badminton 

mixed 
doubles 

- John 
Campbell, 

Mairi S 
Macleod, 

Katie Graham 
and Alasdair 

Graham, with 
Angus Milo

Back School Book Photo Appeal

Back School 
badminton 

singles finalists, 
2003 - Katy 

Graham and 
Alasdair Graham 
(standing), David 

Morrison and 
Mairi S Macleod

A committee has been meeting recently in order to gather 
material to create a Book on Back School, following the 
closure of the Secondary Department in June.

The committee is trying to trace the following secondary 
class photos:  1975-76 - 1B; 1979-80 - 2A; 1981-82 - 2A, 
2B; 1983-84 - 1A, 1B, 2A, 2B; 1987-88 - 1A, 1B; 1991-92 - 
1A; 1993-94 - 1A; 1995-96 - 1A; 1997-98 - 1A, 2A; 2005-06 
- S1.

If anyone has any of these photos they can be given to one

of the committee members (Neil Murray, Finella Macdonald, 
Chriselle Bain or Angus Morrison) with a note of the class 
and a list of names and villages of those in the photo(s). 
Once a copy is taken, the original will be returned to its 
owner.

Alternatively you can scan photos and send them to 
angusmorrison@ukgateway.net

Any other informal photos such as school trips, sport, music, 
achievements etc. would also be welcome.
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

MACLEOD & MACLEOD – BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET

STORNOWAY
TELEPHONE: 01851 703384

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD’S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656
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On Leave

Those at home on leave are Capt D R Mackenzie, RA, The 
Manse;  George Macleod, RNR, 1 Gress;  Neil Ferguson, 
RNR, 19 Gress;  Donald Macinnes, 4 Gress;  Jessie Macinnes, 
WAAF, 4 Gress;  Murdo Maciver, MN,  15 Gress;  Hugh 
Stewart, RNR, 29 Gress;  Alex Stewart, RNR, 29 Gress;  
Donald Macdonald, MN, 32 Gress;  Katie Bell Macdonald, 
WRNS, 32 Gress;  William Morrison, RNR, 34 Gress;  
Corporal Bella Maggie Morrison, WAAF, 34 Gress;  George 
Morrison, RNR, New Street, Back;  John Morrison, RNR, 
10 Coll;  Roddy Maclean, RNR, 30 Coll;  Norman Macleod, 
RNR, 60 Coll;  PO Donald Smith, Lighthill, Vatisker;  Gunner 
Angus Morrison, RNR, 12 Vatisker;  Norman Campbell, RNR, 
6 Vatisker;  Donald Macmillan, RNR, 35 Vatisker;  Kenneth 
Murray, MN, 23 Coll;  Alex Maclennan, RNR, 15 Coll;  Angus 
Mackay, RNR, 65 Coll;  John Maciver, RNR, 6 Upper Coll;  
John Macleod, MN, 3 Back;  Evander Mackay, RNR, 65 Coll.

Obituary

News was received recently of the death of Angus Stewart, 
which took place in a military hospital in California, USA.  
The deceased, who was unmarried and 53 years of age, left 
home over 30 years ago.  He was the only son of the late 
Mr Malcolm Stewart, 47 Coll, by his second marriage.  The 
deceased’s father was well known throughout the island as an 
elder in the Free Church congregation of Back.

Back in Time          March 1943
A Friend’s Tribute

Deep regret was caused by the death in such tragic circum-
stances of William Graham, Coll, Back, not only in his own 
locality but among all who knew him from all over the island, 
and they are many. William was a man of outstanding charac-
ter, and such was the power of his personality that he attracted 
people to him like a magnet wherever he went.  A brilliant con-
versationalist, he seemed to be never at a loss what to say and 
when to say it.  All liked to listen to him.  He could always get 
some topic or other for discussion and, even if it appeared to be 
dull, William would, in his own lively way, make it interesting, 
so that all soon joined in, sometimes with much merriment.  He 
himself was often the target for much good-natured banter, all 
of which he took without showing irritation or annoyance, and 
being endowed with a keen sense of humour he could reply 
shrewdly and with telling effect, when occasion demanded.  He 
was widely read and his sane, deep reasoning on many and var-
ied subjects showed he was a thinker of no mean order. He was 
friendly, tactful, considerate of the feelings of others, and lived 
in an atmosphere of cheerfulness and goodwill to everyone.  
The sympathy of his many friends and of the writer is extended 
to his widow, family and other relatives, in their sad and sore 
bereavement.   

DMK

From The Stornoway Gazette

Peigi Eachainn Ruadh, Poileagan, 1950s. She later went 
to live in Lighthill in a house known as Glen Roy. Peigi 
lived till she was in her late 90s, retaining a bright and 
alert mind, and taking an interest in people and events. 
She enjoyed reading the Gazette and the Bible. Her 
retentive memory made her a source of information about 
families and geneology, and Glen Roy was never short of 
visitors where they enjoyed wonderful hospitality from 
her daughter Peigi and husband Callum.

Senior Citizens’ Outing

Left to right: Woman at door unknown, unknown, obscured, 
unknown, Murdina Campbell (bean Choinnich Sglugan), Anna 
Iomhair, Ishbal (bean Chonoicean)
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Macritchie Holiday Lets
Inverness

Ness House:  Beautiful town house, 5 mins 
walk to the town centre.

It is a spacious house, beautifully appointed, 
sleeps up to 8 comfortably…games room in 

attic, garden and parking.
From £725 to £1125 per week

Contact Debbie Gilham 07765533936

Tenerife
Mareverde Apartment to Let:

Well-furnished apartment, sleeps up to 5.
The complex has a wide range of facilities and 

is conveniently located for Siam Park Water 
Park. It is 15 mins from Tenerife South Airport, 
10 mins walk from beach and a couple of min-

utes from shops and restaurants.
From £325 to £550 per week

More information: 

01851 703250 Margaret Clayton
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Back School P7, 1975-76
Back row: Kenneth Malcolm Murray (Coll), Kenneth Murray (Coll), Sam Macdonald (Outend Coll), Donald Macleod, deceased (am 
Poileagan), Kenneth Murdo Macdonald (Upper Coll), Iain Murdo Macdonald (Gress), John Murdo Martin (Lighthill)

Middle row: Anne Maciver (Back), Chrisanna Stewart (Vatisker), Ann Macinnes (Broadbay View), Catriona Cook (Vatisker), Isobel Mairi 
Campbell (Vatisker), Shona MacKerracher (Gress), Kathryn Maciver (Back), Lena Macdonald (Gress), Amanda Ferguson (Gress), Mrs A 
Macleod

Sitting: Coleen Campbell (Coll), Diane Macleod (Broadbay View), Marabelle Macdonald (Vatisker), Isabel Macdonald (Vatisker), Annie 
Mary Maciver (Lighthill), Margaret Macdonald (Gress), Joan Etta Macleod (Outend Coll)

Floor: Alison Macleod (Outend Coll), Mairi Isabel Macleod (Back)

Back School P6-7, 1968
Back row: Ann Macleod (nighean Seonaidh nan Loch), Broadbay View; Margaret Stewart (nighean Agnes Dhòmhnaill Piuth), Upper Coll; 
Murdina Macleod (nighean Tòthan - Didi), Gress; Ruaraidh Murray (mac Ishbel a’ Bhrùnaich - Bonzo), Coll; Colin Maciver (mac Fiadh), 
Outend Coll; John Norman Mackay (mac an t-Seon - Johnnie), Outend Coll; Norman Macleod (mac Jack Macleod - Nomie), Lighthill; 
Allan George Macaskill (mac Dan a’ Bhideanaich), Lighthill; Anne Macdonald (nighean Uilleam Shandy), Vatisker; Christine Macleod 
(nighean a’ Bhioran), Back; Cathie Ann Maciver (nighean Catriona Mhurchaidh Ailean), Coll

Front row: Anna MacKerracher, Gress; Alasdair Iain Kennedy (mac Iain Mast), Vatisker; Dorothy Macdonald (nighean Sheòrais 
Fhionnlaigh), Upper Coll; Murdina Murray (nighean Milo), Lighthill; Mairi Macleod (nighean Seonaidh nan Loch), Broadbay View; 
unknown; Mabel Macleod (nighean an Lasgain), Coll; John Norman Morrison (mac Murchadh a’ Phodaran - Norris), Vatisker; Irene 
Maciver (nighean a’ Phiodaran), Outend Coll
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On leaving Japan, we received orders to head for Nauru 
Island or Ocean Island, which were two little islands 30 
miles south of the Equator, to load phosphate for Australia.

As happened when we left Swansea, we had to get the 
holds swept clean and washed down so it was the priority 
job. There was coal dust everywhere, so there was a lot of 
cleaning required, much of it by ‘soojie-ing’, especially the 
accommodation area so that took quite a while. The coal 
dust, being so fine, takes a lot of washing out of all the 
nooks and crannies. 

One of the bilge wells in No.1 Hold wouldn’t pump during 
the washing process, which meant all the water had to be 
pumped out via the other bilge, slowing down the process. 
There was only one thing for it, give the job to the cadet (i.e. 
me!) to empty the water from the blocked bilge to the other 
one using a bucket. Once it was empty, which took quite 
a while, it was time to crawl in and get rid of the coal dust 
and small lumps which were blocking the pipe. Needless to 
say, I really needed a shower at the end of the day! These 
are the kind of jobs that people like to tell you are good for 
‘character-building’!

It was only a few more days to Christmas, which seemed 
strange, especially in hot weather! No chance of a white 
Christmas in this part of the world, with the temperature up 
around 30 degrees C! The decorations had been put up 
in the messrooms so the ship looked very different – no 
Christmas tree though and it’s very unlikely Santa Claus 
would want to come down our chimney (funnel) with the oily 
black soot and smoke that comes out!

‘Crossing the Line’

We had another celebration as well as Christmas Day since 
we would be crossing the Equator which means the well-
known ‘Crossing the Line’ ceremony for all crew members 
on a ship who are crossing the Equator or ‘the Line’ for the 
first time. The ceremony involves the more experienced 
crew members playing the part of King Neptune and his 
entourage, including his Queen and Davey Jones (from 
Davey Jones Locker) amongst others. The ‘first-trippers’ are 
accused of various ‘crimes’ by Neptune’s court and are then 
sentenced by the king, following which they have to swear 
allegiance to King Neptune. There is inevitably some non-
sense involved, usually ending with the new recruit having 
his (or her!) hair cut to some strange pattern, which means 
getting the rest of your hair cut soon afterwards. 

There were five of us; I had a ‘Maltese Cross haircut’ on 
the top of my head, someone else had a Mohican, another 

had a ‘Monk-style’, one had a ‘path’ cut across the top of his 
head and the Engineer with the big sideburns had all his hair 
cut off except the sideburns – we were a strange-looking 
bunch at the end of it! Today’s ceremonies will no doubt be 
recorded on digital cameras and mobile phones; cameras 
weren’t as common back then so there is less ‘evidence’!

Loading at Nauru

We arrived off Nauru Island on Christmas Eve, but we didn’t 
go in to load until the 29th December. Loading at Nauru is 
very different, there is no pier to tie up to – instead the ship 
steams very slowly between two rows of mooring buoys and 
is moored to them. Boats come out with islanders and boxes 
of large wires used to tie the ship up at the buoys. The 
islanders work the wires as they are familiar with the opera-
tion, and the ship’s crew drive the winches and cranes as 
required. It is quite something to watch, as there are no tugs 
to assist the ship as is usual when entering port. 

Once the ship is secure at the buoys, two huge gantries 
swing out over the ship and the phosphate pours off the 
conveyor belts into the holds at a rate of 1000 tons per hour 
from each gantry. The ship seems to be really close to the 
edge of the reef while loading. I was able to go ashore on 
one of the boats which brought the islanders out after my 
shift on deck was finished – there was a very small harbour 
similar in shape and size to Brevig Harbour. We took about 
12 hours to load and then sailed for Western Australia.

‘Discovered’

Nauru is the smallest independent country in the world, 
covering just 21 square km and with just 10,000 inhabitants. 
It has a vote in the UN and is also the only country in the 
world without an official capital (well, it is a single island, 
with only one town, which basically covers the whole island, 
so what’s the point?) 

Nauru was used for filming in the famous Dustin Hoffman 
movie ‘Tootsie’. It is also a favourite holiday spot for country 
star Reba McEntire.

It was initially inhabited by Micronesian peoples, but then 
Nauru was, of course, ‘discovered’ by European nations 
(sometime in the early 19th century) and designated a ‘colo-
ny’ by Germany in the late 19th century. 

Following the defeat of Germany in World War I it became 
a mandate territory administered jointly by Australia, New 
Zealand, and the United Kingdom. The island was then 
occupied by Japan during World War II. The Japanese were 
not particularly nice to the locals, and transferred half of the 

Nauru Island

Loading installation at Nauru

Map of Nauru
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island’s population to the island of Chuuk in the Federated 
States of Micronesia to make space for workers from Japan 
and other countries. 

After the war, these people were brought back to Nauru and 
the island entered into trusteeship again. Nauru achieved 
independence in 1968 but in the meantime Australia and 
Britain made sure they took full advantage of the huge phos-
phate reserves on the island – which is what we loaded. 

Nauru is a phosphate rock island (created by coral plus lots 
and lots of bird poo!), and its primary economic activity since 
1907 has been the export of phosphate mined from the 
island. This was mined by a British and then an Australian 
company, The British Phosphate Commissioners, who also 
set up a trust fund to compensate the people of Nauru for 
use of their land and sale of the phosphate. So far so good.

Independence

On independence in 1968, thanks to the royalties from min-
ing deposited in this trust fund, Nauru actually had the high-
est per capita income in the world! But that’s where it all 
started going horribly wrong.  

Somehow all the money in the trust fund managed to be 
spent or just simply disappear within just two decades. By 
the 1990s, there was nothing left (or nothing to be found) 
and the life of relative opulence that the Nauran population 
had grown accustomed to started to crumble and collapse. 

In the period of prosperity all aspects of traditional life had 
been practically wiped out. No traditional housing remained, 
only large concrete houses mainly with steel corrugated 
roofs. No traditional agriculture or fishing. All food had been 
imported; that is how much money there was to spend. The 
people in Nauru simply lost the knowledge of how to fish, 
how to grow vegetables, basically how to survive on their 
own island without external assistance. 

As the money ran out, they were no longer able to buy new 
things to replace that which broke and had no idea how to 
maintain any kind of equipment. Slowly everything started 
falling into disrepair and decay. 

Also with the phosphate drying up, so did the jobs at the 
mining operations.  In short, with the exhaustion of phos-
phate reserves, the environment severely degraded by 
mining, the trust fund established to manage the island’s 
wealth disappeared and the country practically bankrupt, the 
government of Nauru had to resort to unusual measures to 
obtain income.

In Recent Times

In the 1990s, Nauru briefly became a tax haven and money-
laundering centre. Since 2001, it has accepted aid from 
the Australian government; in exchange for this aid, Nauru 
houses an offshore detention centre that holds and process-
es asylum seekers trying to enter Australia. 

Apart from that, income-generating activities on Nauru 
are very limited and the country is heavily dependent on 
Australia for its survival.  Australia not only pays for the die-
sel fuel but has also actually provided some of the genera-
tors which provide the power. 

When the mining company was in full swing it ran all of the 
energy services, providing fuel and electricity to the popula-
tion of the country for free. Now that there is no mining com-
pany, the people still do not pay for electricity and feel that 
free electricity is their right for the damage done to their land 
by the mining. With the electricity being free, no-one cares 
about how much they use, resulting in Nauru consuming 
the most electricity per capita of all the island states in the 
Pacific!

Norman Smith

Nauru Airport

Nauru from the air

Reba McEntire Location of Nauru
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Church Refurbishment Project
The church refurbishment project is now nearing 
completion.  We hope to be back in the main church 
building by the end of March.  As the work progresses 
the interior of the church building is being steadily 
transformed.  

The cost of this major work is likely to be between £80-
100,000.  Our Fundraising Committee is actively planning 
a series of fundraising activities.  A monthly door 
collection is currently being held and we are very 
encouraged by the support, generosity and liberality of all 
who contribute to the project.  

Some LATN readers / subscribers, particularly Broadbay 
exiles, have been asking if they can perhaps contribute to 
this work.  Should anyone wish to do so, please contact 
our congregational treasurer, Neil Graham, Back Free 
Church, Vatisker, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LN.  Email: neil.
graham@mgalba.com.

Any donations would be gratefully received. If you are a 
taxpayer, Back Free Church can reclaim the tax you have 

paid on any donation by signing up for Gift Aid. If you 
would like to do this then please fill in the form below and 
return to Neil Graham. 

Back Free Church

The progress on church refurbishment as seen from the pulpit

Presentations were made to both Rev Alasdair I Macleod 
and Rev Kenneth Ferguson on Thursday 31st January 
at the close of a special congregational fellowship at 
Back Free Church at which both ministers shared some 
personal thoughts on their respective ministries.  Gifts 
marking their retirement from full-time ministry were 
presented to both Alasdair and Kenny.  Mrs Helen 
Macdonald, Tong, presented flowers to Cathie and 
Nan.  It was an excellent evening enjoyed by all.  Joyce 
Macleod, who recently stepped aside as Catering 
Co-ordinator, was also recognised and sincerely thanked 
for her sterling contribution to congregational catering 
activities over past years.  Although Joyce was absent, 
gifts were later presented to her with the best wishes of 
the congregation.

Church Presentations

Presentations to Reverend Gentlemen
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As the time of planting approaches the number of varie-
ties of vegetable plants available is overwhelming and no 
one could possibly plant them all, apart from the suppli-
ers.  It remains a matter of choice for the individual.

One plant which used to be popular is the beetroot.  The 
seed, being easy to handle, can be individually sown, 
thus cancelling out any need to thin.  Two varieties are 
available, one being the cylindrical type, for easy slicing, 
and the Bolt hardy rounded type.  

When it comes to the selection of brassica plants avail-
able, there is again a vast supply of various types which 
are easy to grow, the most popular being cabbage and 
brussels sprouts.  For good sound healthy plants it is 
essential to have good roots, which need to be well fed 
and, of course, protection from the caterpillar and the 
root-fly, both of which can soon destroy the plants.  I 
use a fine mesh or fleece for protection.   Suppliers do 
recommend base collars, which are supposed to protect 
the plant from the root-fly but, having tried them once, I 
would not recommend them, as the fly still managed to 
lay its eggs.

I used to grow an autumn cabbage called Castello, 
which no longer appears in the catalogues.  It was an 

excellent plant 
which lasted up 
to three months in 
the ground with-
out splitting and, 
given the right 
conditions, could 
weigh up to 7 lbs 
- perhaps too big 
for the small gar-
den.  Other hybrid 
varieties have 
replaced it, which 
no doubt are of 
similar quality - 
one I notice called Consul, with a smaller head, but simi-
larly long lasting.  The two most popular Spring cabbages 
are the Greyhound and the Primo, which are the ones we 
normally buy from the supermarkets.  For winter I recom-
mend Tundra. I notice also a hardy winter vegetable, bred 
by crossing curly kale with brussels sprouts, giving a tall 
stem with little purple and green rosettes, which can be 
picked as an ideal winter green then steamed or stir-fried. 
Brussels sprouts are grown in a similar way to cabbages, 
but be careful you do not overfeed, as the sprouts will 
become soft, finishing up as mini-cabbages - still ideal for 
soups.

Though there is a shortage of cow manure, there seems 
to be an abundance of horse manure.  It would be good 
if there was a local point where this manure could be 
brought, making it accessible to anyone requiring it.  I 
was recently told by a rose grower that horse manure is 
excellent for roses, by just spreading it round the bush 
and allowing the weather and the worms to do the rest.

From the Poileagan

   Anns a’   Anns a’
 ghàrradh... ghàrradh...Vegetables

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £33.00 to Mrs M. A. Davidson, 3a New Street, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £33.00
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Castello Cabbage

Beetroot
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The following are extracts from ‘Loch a Tuath’, Sgoil a’ 
Bhac’s magazine produced in 1983.

My Teacher

My teacher’s name is Miss Macleoud.  She teaches 
Primary 5. My teacher is a very good teacher.

She lives in Barvas.  Sometimes we get hard work from 
her.  She is about forty five years old.  She has brown 
hair and ten grey hairs.

She has a name.  It is Curstyann. Her sur name is 
Macleoud.  She has brown eyes.  Our teacher has a red 
car.  My teacher works in Back School.  She does not 
have any children.  When the bell goes she goes to the 
staff room with the other teachers.  She gives us dairy 
sums writing and sometimes English.

Primary Class Teachers

I'll start with Miss Stewart. She teaches primary 1. She 
helps us to get used to staying in the primary for what we 
think to be ages!  I guess she is the most important 
teacher (discluding the headmaster). Mrs Mackenzie, 
who teaches primary 2, helps us to learn enough simple 
maths and other things to see us through the primary 3. 
Miss Smith, in primary 3, helps us to understand words 
like ‘maths’, ‘PE’, and ‘Sewing’. She also helps us to join 
our letters up. Mrs Matheson, primary 4, tells us to revise 
on things from primary three and to learn things like 
devision. Miss Macleod from primary five teaches us to 
"treasure our childhood" and things like that. Mr Maclean, 
primary six, helps us along with decimals, long division/
multiplication, and projects. Mrs Macleod, primary seven, 
helps us to earn our places in the secondary.

My Teacher

My teacher is quite good. Once in a while the teacher is 
quite boring. 
Most of the time 
the teacher is 
o.k. The best 
thing about my 
teacher is that he 
does not realise 
that people are 
working hard and 
thinking. Another 
good thing about 
my teacher is 
that he always 
gives us games 
or basket 
making.

28/1/83

Dear Editor,

I am writing a 
letter to suggest 

that everyone 
should have a 
desk of their 
own. Then there 
would be no 
talking. Also 
they could work 
a lot faster.

I also have a 
complaint to 
make to people 
with packed 
lunch. School 
dinners are 
better for you 
than a few 
sandwiches. 
They also taste 
very good.

I suggest that we have more creative writing. I like it, 
making up stories. It is an interesting thing to do.

Dear Editor,

I think school is good, but I have a few complaints and 
suggestions to make. First I think we should have a 
cafeteria. It could have coffee, tea or milk, whichever you 
prefer, then we could have either sandwiches or the 
usual and if you wanted we could have a pudding. I think 
this school is really good run and in proper order.

Dear Editor,

I would like to complain about the work we have. There is 
too much of it.  I think I would like a little less work during 
the day and a little more things for homework at 
weekends.

When I leave the house at 8 in the morning I have to 
walk a long way to catch the bus because it stays at the 
bus driver’s house. In winter it is very cold and dark when 
we walk out because there are no street lamps. When 
they put street lamps they missed out Gress and went to 
Tolsta. 

I would like to complain about the Tuck Shop because 
everybody’s pushing and by the time the primary get 
served it is time to go into the class and we don’t have 
time to eat what we bought.

Loch a Tuath

Mr Maclean The Secondary Department
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Material for 
publication in the APRIL issue of Loch a Tuath News must be 

in before WEDNESDAY 20th MARCH 2013

Tong Brownies

1st Tong Brownies took part in a sponsored silence recently which raised a total of £500. The 
girls decided together to donate half of the money they raised to Macmillan. Angela Mackay 
from the committee came to receive the cheque from the girls.

Tong Youth Club would like to thank Alastair Mackinnon from Mackinnon Self Drive and Plant Hire who kindly donated a brand 
new set of strips to the club.


