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We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the 
community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their 
free time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and 
ears’ of the district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal 
Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £2.42 to cover cost 
and postage. 

FÀILTE
 Welcome to the May edition of Loch a 
Tuath News. This month we have news 
of the 40th reunion which took place in 
Stornoway recently. Former pupils from 
Back, Tong and Tolsta attended and 
we have an article on the evening plus 
pictures from the participants’ time in 
secondary at Sgoil a’ Bhac, as well as 
the reunion photo itself. 

As we know, the secondary department 
of Sgoil a’ Bhac is to close this 
summer. We have news of the 
exhibition and other events planned 
to mark this significant event and we 
also have photos of those who have 
been involved in planning the exhibition 
over recent months, as well as school 
photos from years gone by. 

We hear about the recent activities of 
Gress Angling Association as another 
fishing season gets underway, and we 
have news of a new CD released by 
Gillie Mackenzie, formerly of Gress. A 
new gallery has just opened in Back 
and we hear from the proprietors, and 
we have photos showing examples 
of the range of items contained in 
the gallery. We have some more 
amusing entries from ‘Loch a Tuath’, 
Back School’s 1983 publication, and 
more from Tong School logbooks 

from the past. We also have news of 
the progress of Back FC as another 
football season kicks off and we have 
another ‘Just for Laughs’ section.

As well as all of that, we have our 
usual regular features too, such as 
From the Manse, Back in Time, From 
the Archives, Anns a’ Ghàrradh and a 
recipe. Many thanks to those of you 
who have contributed to this month’s 
issue. Please keep these contributions 
coming and get in touch with us if you 
have anything at all which you think 
would be of interest to our readers.

Cover photo: Former pupils of 
Back School who attended the 40th 
Reunion on Friday 6th April. 
Back row (left-right): Donalda 
Morrison (Back), Norrie Macrae 
(School Road), Eric Stewart 
(Vatisker), Norman Murray (Gress)

Middle row: Shona Maclennan 
(Back), Anne Marie Macdonald 
(Tolsta), Kathleen Stewart (Coll), 
Helen MacCuish (Tong), Anna 
Macdonald (Tong), Chrisann 
Morrison (Coll), Marie Ishbal 
Campbell (Back)

Front row: Donna Joan Macdonald 
(Vatisker Park), Irene Macaulay 
(Tolsta), Carina Macleod (Tong), 
Agnes Maclean (Tolsta), Jane Murray 
(Tong), Donna Macleod (Tong) 
(photo courtesy of Malcolm Macleod 
Photography)
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all who knew her. She raised two 
daughters on her own - the elder of 
whom Cathie Anne passed away two 
years ago - and she also cared for her 
elderly mother who, like Annie, lived 
until she was well into her nineties. 
The consideration and devotion she 
gave during her life was reciprocated 
by her close and loving family. During 
her latter years she was exception-
ally well cared for at home by her 
daughter Seonag and her son-in-law 
Alex John. We extend our deepest 
sympathy to Seonag and Alex John, 
her three grandchildren, her brother-
in-law Norman in Fife, her nieces and 
nephews and to all other relatives and 
friends following their sad loss.

(Contributed)

Sympathy is also sent to Allan and 
Mandy Macdonald and family at 8a 
Back. Mandy’s mother, Mona Wood, 
from 12 Westview Terrace, passed 
away recently.

Congratulations

Congratulations to Murdo Murray (Mo), 
Annerley Cottage, 9 Back, on recently 
being appointed as the Chair of 
Stornoway Trust at their meeting after 
the election. He will now be known as 
Chairman Mo!

COLL

Bereavements

We extend our sympathy to Murdo 
George (Veal) and Mary 
Macleod, 33 Coll, on the 
death of his brother in law 
Iain Macaulay (Fitty) of 
Scotland Street, Stornoway. 
Our thoughts are also with 
Chrisann and their son John 
Murdo at this sad time.

Condolences to Jane 
Macleod (Sine Darraidh) on 
the death of her first cousin 
Catriona Murray, North Tolsta. 
Our thoughts are also with 
her family Sandy and John 
Angus and brothers Shonny 
in Tolsta and Angus in Tong. 

New Baby

Congratulations to Derek and 
Lorraine Campbell, 33 Coll, 
on the birth of their baby, 
a little boy Finlay,  born at 
the Western Isles Hospital. 
Congratulations also to the 

AS NA 
BAILTEAN

BACK / VATISKER

Sympathy

In last month’s column we recorded 
the passing of Margaret Mackay (nee 
Macleod) of Fort William and formerly 
of 20 Back. Sadly, on 12 April, her hus-
band John Mackay also passed away. 
John was one of life’s gentlemen and 
was well liked by all who remember 
him from the times he and Margaret 
would come home on holiday to Taigh 
Bhast. In their continuing sorrow we 
extend our condolences to his fam-
ily and to other close relatives in the 
district.

The funeral took place to Gress 
Cemetery on 3 April of Christina Ann 
Mackay (Nan) who died at Dun Berisay 
aged 99 years. Although Nan lived in 
Stornoway she had close family ties 
with Back. Her mother Christina (nee 
MacDonald) was born at 54 Back 
in 1868 and was a sister of Isabella 
MacGregor (bean Thormoid Eachainn). 
To her relatives in Back and elsewhere 
we offer our sincere sympathy in their 
bereavement.

Our thoughts are also with John 
MacDonald (Lobo) and his family at 
46 Back following the death of his 
older brother Donald who lived in 
Peterhead and was formerly of 1 North 
Tolsta. John and other family members 
attended the funeral on the mainland 
at the beginning of April.

The Late Annie Macleod

We regret to record the passing of one 
of our oldest residents, Annie Macleod 
of 43 Back who passed away on 10 
April aged 98 years. Born in 1913 she 
was the youngest of four daughters of 
Evander and Catherine MacDonald, 
4 New Street, Back. During her long 
life Annie was no stranger to life’s tri-
als and afflictions. She was, as far 
as we know, the district’s last orphan 
of World War 1 - her father Iomhair 
an Duke, a Boer War veteran, was 
lost at sea in 1917 when his ship SS 
Bulgarian was sunk by a U-boat off 
the coast of Ireland. She was widowed 
for a remarkable span of 64 years, her 
husband John Macleod (Iain Doo) hav-
ing lost his life in a tragic accident at 
a Stornoway tweed mill when he was 
aged just 33 years. 

In spite of her adverse circumstances 
Annie was a cheerful, warm and wel-
coming person whose ever-smiling, 
friendly disposition endeared her to 

proud grandparents Murdo and Joan 
Etta Walker, 43 Coll, and Derek’s mum 
Janet in Aberdeen and not forgetting 
Eilidh for her first nephew. 

Road Improvement

At long last Outend Coll has a road 
fit enough to walk on without fear of 
being in the ditch. Well done Kenny 
Maciver for getting us a safe road. 
Looking forward to more improvements 
during your next term as a councillor.

Back to work

We are glad to hear that Donald 
Maclean (Marags) is back to work after 
surgery in the Western Isles Hospital.

GRESS

Home from Hospital

We send good wishes to Cathie Ann 
Macleod (Beinn Iomhair), Jackie 

Congratulations

Married by the Reverend Joe Bernard at Kiltarlity 
Free Church on the 3rd of November 2011 were 
Mary Ross Johnstone, daughter of Francis and 
Greta Johnstone, 12 Nicolson Road, Stornoway 
and John Neil MacDonald, son of Murdo and 
Mary MacDonald, Kiln House, Vatisker.
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Mackenzie (No. 25) and Donald 
Macleod (Am Bird, No. 1), all who have 
had surgery and are now at home 
recovering.

Congratulations

Seumas Alasdair Macleod was born 
on 24th March to Mark and Eilidh 
Macleod, Glasgow. He is a first grand-
child for Willie (Tohan) and Cathie, 
Glenesk, Gress, and for Angus and 
Katy Ann Mackenzie, Airidhbhruaich.

Seumas Alasdair Macleod

Visitors

Janet Macdonald (No. 9) had visi-
tors from Mosgiel, New Zealand – her 
nephew Ian, his wife Phyllis and their 
daughter Natalie. Jamie, Anne, Rachel 
and Eilidh were also visiting from East 
Kilbride.

Nan Murray (Heatherlea) had her son 
Norman, his wife Helen and their chil-
dren Casey and James visiting, as well 
as her daughter Karen, her husband 
Ken and son Lewis. Four of Karen and 
Ken’s friends also joined them from 
Northern Ireland.

Chrissie and Roger Seddon had their 
daughter Maria home with her husband 
Alan and children Calum and Molly. We 
hope they enjoyed the spell of good 
weather.

TONG

Condolences

The community extends its sincere 
condolences to Murdo and Annie Mary 
Macdonald, 15B Aird Tong, follow-
ing the death of Murdo’s sister Mona 
Wood . We would like to assure himself 
and all the family that they are being 
remembered at this sad time.

The community was also very sorry to 
hear that Angus Murray, 4B Aird Tong, 
lost his sister Catherine Murray of 29 
North Tolsta. We send Angus our deep-
est sympathy and assure him that he 
is in the thoughts and prayers of the 
community.

UPPER COLL
 The regular scribe is otherwise 
engaged this month, but normal duties 
will be resumed after May 3rd. 

Spring is with us in Upper Coll. The 
lambs seem to be thriving although we 
hear tales of losses elsewhere. The 
peats seem to be safe from most of 
us so far. The gardens are becoming 
green with grass rather than moss. 
We see more of each other than we 
did during the dark months of winter, 
although sometimes we can have the 
four seasons in one day. We welcome 
a new family to the village. We see a 
new house almost complete and won-
der what shape another new one will 
be. Col Uarach is still here, more of the 
details next month.   

Back Secondary
Former Pupils Buffet and Ceilidh Dance
There will be a buffet and ceilidh for former pupils of Back 
Secondary in Back School on the 22nd June 2012.  A sit 
down buffet will be provided, along with a complimentary 
drink and a licensed bar.  Music will be provided by some 
talented local musicians.  The doors will open for the 
buffet at 6.30pm and the ceilidh shall begin at 9pm.

Tickets for the buffet will be provided on a first come, first 
served basis, as numbers are limited.  After this, tickets 
will still be available for the ceilidh part of the evening.

Tickets are £20 for attending both the buffet and the 
ceilidh.  If only buying a ceilidh ticket, the cost is £8.

Booking is essential by texting, phoning or e-mailing 
the following contacts: 07795221011, 07786845916, 
07799277941, 07775678816 or dcmurray1h@gnes.net

Please include your name, address, contact telephone 
number and year of leaving Back Secondary.

All bookings must be made by 15th May 2012 at the 
latest.  As soon as your place has been confirmed, 
payment should then be made by the 22nd May 2012.

BACK SCHOOL FORMER STAFF
ARE WARMLY  INVITED TO A

FORMAL DINNER
IN THE

CABARFEIDH HOTEL
ON

FRIDAY 15TH JUNE
AT

7.30PM
Reminisce with old friends and 

new!
* Cheques (£35) to “Back School” 
before Friday 25th May 2012 to 

reserve a place.

Challenger 4 is coming to Broadbay

When? Monday 4 June - Sunday 10 
June 2012

Where? Tong Community Centre

Why? To share the message of the 
Gospel
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Bac2gallery is run by Chris and Andrew Hammacott, who 
have recently relocated from West Wales to Back, where 
they have a small gallery and workshop.

Chris is a textile artist and teacher and Andrew is a design-
er/maker of antler furniture. The antlers are sourced from 
all over Scotland. Each spring the deer shed their antlers 
after the rut and prepare to grow new ones for the coming 
season. 

The furniture ranges from mirrors, chandeliers, tables/desks 
to chairs. Most things are possible; only the imagination lim-
its. Andrew works very closely with the client to ensure that 
their ideas are turned into reality. The majority of Andrew’s 
designs are exported worldwide with customers as far afield 
as Australia, America and of course Europe; many a ski 
chalet contains a design of Andrew’s, as well as the homes 
of many celebrities.

To compliment this range there are smaller items such as 
candle holders and single or multiple coat hooks. Each 
antler presents a new opportunity to produce something 

different. The designs include where appropriate: brass, 
copper, stainless steel and wood.

Chris trained as a weaver and one of the factors that 
brought them to the island was the chance for Chris to re-
train as a Harris Tweed weaver. She is actively looking for 
a double width loom, so if anyone knows of one please 
let her know. Chris also teaches, writes and designs on all 
things textile and has a regular column in British Patchwork 
and Quilting magazine as well as the American Quilt Pattern 
magazine. 

Keen to teach, Chris is running classes at ‘a Good Yarn’ 
in Stornoway and for An Lanntair. Pop in to the Gallery for 
details, or maybe you have a group who would like a work-
shop? You will see on display Chris’s work in Collages and 
quilts. 

Look out in the mornings for Chris and Andrew walking their 
five pugs. If you see them say hello.

Below are examples of items in the gallery.

New Gallery Opened in Back

Vase Hare

Bowl Red Sconce
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The 40th Reunion

Well, after what seemed like an eternity the 6th of 
April finally arrived! I’d only been waiting for the 
day to arrive for about six years when my own 

brother had been to his and had said it was so good that I 
was to make sure to be at mine.  What am I talking about?  
What else but the 40th School Reunion, an event that is held 
every year since as far back as I can remember.  The joining 
of old school friends once again, 22 years after leaving 
school.  An event that caused almost as much stress and 
anxiety as the preparation of one’s wedding.  I, myself, took 
longer to choose my reunion dress than I did my wedding 
dress and as for anxiety, well I think we all were feeling a 
mixture of fear and excitement on the day.

The build-up was very exciting, not to mention controversial 
and probably more so than the years previous, due to that 
wonderful invention of Facebook.  A page was set up for 
those who had an interest, to air their views, put across their 
opinions or in some cases just to be controversial.  Also it 
gave us a taste of who was coming, what old friends looked 
like and what everybody is doing now.

I have to say in the lead-up there was a lot of 
disappointment at the lack of people coming and I think we 
were all a bit disappointed that the number from Tong, Back 

and Tolsta was so low.  Out of a potential 43 classmates, 
we managed a very low but very good looking 17!  Kathleen 
Ferguson (nee Stewart) informed me across the dinner 
table that from a class photo taken in primary school with 
26 pupils, only 8 were present.  I do feel it is only fair to 
mention that out of the 26, three of the pupils are no longer 
with us. We did remember them fondly on the night. Tong 
managed a 50% show of pupils, as did Tolsta, every one of 
them girls. 

So we all gathered for the big night. Donna Macleod Bray 
(nighean Churchill) picked up a squad in her people carrier.  
This is usually used to transport her many children from 
A to B.  Believe me, it wasn’t much different taking us in 
town. Donna, Jane Murray (Roddy John Murray’s daughter, 
formerly of 12 Tong, who came all the way from Australia), 
Helen MacCuish (Alex and Kitty MacCuish’s daughter), 
Anna Macdonald (nighean Poggy), Agnes MacLean 
(nighean Calum Mhurdaig, formerly of The Free Church 
Manse, Tolsta) and of course my good self bringing up the 
rear, jumped into Donna’s Venga Bus and headed for The 
Lanntair! Not a misprint, just a wee stop-off to meet Irene 
Macaulay (Tolsta), Shona Maclellan (nighean Bellann Rob) 
and Eric Stewart (mac Sunny a’ Phòcaid) who’d flown up 
from London that afternoon.  We thought it best to go in a 

Back School Secondary 1A 1984-85
Back row (left to right): Norman Murray (Gress), Michael Graham (Back), Alison Anne Macleod (Tong), Marie Ishbal 
Campbell (Back), Alasdair Murray (Tolsta), Don Neil Stewart (Back)
Front: Kathryn McAlpine (Gearraidh Ghuirm), Sheena McKerracher (Tong), Alison Campbell (Vatisker), Mr Angus Macleod, 
Irene Macritchie (Tolsta), Muriel Mackinnon (Gress), Carina Macleod (Tong)



7

big group.  Safety in numbers and all that.

Inside we hooked up with the rest of the gang, Norrie 
MacRae (mac Angie Scotch) greeting all the ladies with 
an outstretched hand as if he was greeting us at a wake! 
I quickly pulled him up on his behaviour and informed him 
that all ladies should be greeted with a kiss.  I think this 
frightened him a bit! As you may notice from our picture the 
men were thin on the ground from Back School, but unlike 
most of the other coves from Lewis, they weren’t thin on top!  

After a nervous amount of mingling we were called to take 
our photo.  To our horror Bessie suggested splitting us up 
into Tong, Back and Tolsta.  We wondered why we were 
being split up and thankfully Marie Ishbel sorted out the mix-
up! In hindsight we could have been smart thinking and did 
what the Rudhachs did! They got primary and secondary 
pictures! Just typical isn’t it!  Co-dhiù, I have to say our 
photo is fantastic and I’m sure everyone in the picture (if 
you ask them) will agree that the taking of the picture will 
go down in history and we will talk about it for years to 
come. As Jane Murray said, if she had only come for that 
one moment it would have been worth the journey.  All I will 
say is that somebody was asked to stand on a chair for the 
picture and as they stood up we all heard a crack and there 
was that realisation of what was coming next! Yes, they 
went straight through the chair and there was a fraction of a 

second of awkward silence before we all erupted into fits of 
laughter. We shall keep their identity anonymous, but I have 
to say they took it in great spirit! It was a wonderful comedy 
moment that you couldn’t write even if you tried.  

After that it was dinner.  We all sat at our school table.  It 
was just like being in the canteen again. There was a choice 
of starter, the most amazing buffet and a dessert that not 
even I could finish.    

Finally the tables were cleared and the dancing began, and 
I have to say I did my fair share of dancing that night having 
taken the high heels off, only to replace them with a more 
suitable dancing shoe.  Fast forward to about 2am, and I 
can safely say Tong, Back and Tolsta ex-pupils were quite 
literally the last to leave.  That, my friends, was the sign of a 
good night.  It was an amazing night, I wouldn’t have missed 
it for the world and I will reiterate what my brother said to me 
over six years ago.  This is directed at next year’s reunion 
pupils.  “If you get the chance, go to your reunion”. It’s a 
fantastic night that you will talk about for days, weeks and 
months afterwards.

Carina Macleod

Back School Secondary 1B 1984-85

Back row (left to right): Allan Mackinnon (Tong), Angus Macdonald (Gress), Iain Macphail (Tong), Graham Macdonald 
(Gress)

Middle row: Donald William Macleod (Coll) (deceased), John Alasdair Macdonald (Coll), Anna Macdonald (Tong), Helen 
MacCuish (Tong), Kenneth Beaton (Tong)

Front: Donna Joan Macdonald (Vatisker Park), Isla Smith (Back), Donalda Morrison (Back), Mr John Maclean, Agnes 
Maclean (Tolsta ), Shona Maclennan (Back), Anne Marie Macdonald (Tolsta)
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From the Manse
 Godliness in Granite

We spent part of our Easter break in Aberdeen, 
the Granite City.  Aberdeen is well known for its 
economic prosperity.  Its association with the oil 

industry over many years continues to give it a strong and 
durable backbone.  

Long ago a business man was visiting Aberdeen.  His 
host took him around the city, pointing out the places of 
importance and wealth, acting as his guide to the places 
for which Aberdeen was deservedly noted.  The business 
man remarked on the absence of slums.  His host said 
‘well, there are just a few streets where the people are very 
poor, and the tenements are not so imposing as the other 
buildings in Aberdeen.  Would you like to visit one of these 
streets?’ he asked.  He indicated that he would and was 
taken to one of the back streets. 

As they walked along, his host pointed up to one of the 
more unsightly tenement rooms about three storeys up 
and said, ‘Do you see that room there?  Some years back 
there was a fine old saint of God living there.  She was well 
known everywhere for her cheerfulness amid extreme pov-
erty and disease.  She was always radiant with the beauty 
of Christ.’  

‘Once, when an evangelist was preaching in the vicinity, 
he was told about this godly resident and went to visit her.  
When he went in and saw her bright radiant face, in the 
midst of such abject poverty, he said to her, ‘My dear sister, 
they tell me the Lord Jesus Christ visits this place.’  ‘Na, na! 
ma laddie, ye’re wrang!’ was her reply.  Thinking she was a 
bit hard of hearing and had not caught his words, he repeat-
ed what he had said and again she replied, ‘Ye’re wrang! 
Ye’re wrang!’  Convinced now that she must be very deaf, 
he bellowed in her ear, ‘Sister, doesn’t the Lord Jesus Christ 
visit your home?’  Shaking her head again, she said, ‘Ye’re 
wrang!  Ye’re wrang!  He abides here!’’

This poor resident was a model of godliness amidst the 
grubby granite of Aberdeen.  She may have had little of the 
city’s riches but she had Christ.  He dwelt in her home.  He 
made his abode with her.  She had a spiritual affluence that 
far exceeded that of the city’s wealthiest inhabitant.  The 
Bible speaks of the ‘immeasurable riches’ of the grace of 
God through Jesus Christ (Eph 2:7).  She was no stranger 
to such heavenly riches in her poverty stricken world of the 
back street.

How do you and I measure prosperity?         

It is the cross of Christ alone that gives us a much needed 
sense of perspective on what defines wealth.  Isaac Watts 
puts it like this:

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
Save in the death of Christ, my God:
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifi ce them to his blood.

   Calum I Macleod  

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services in 
Back and Tong during May 2012 are as follows:

Back

Sunday 6 May

12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 13 May

10.30am: Rev Calum I Macleod 
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 20 May

10.30am: Mr Alex Macritchie
12 Noon: Mr Donald Morrison (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 27 May

10.30am: Rev Calum I Macleod
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House

Sunday 6 May

10.30am: Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 13 May 

6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

Sunday 20 May

12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Family Service)

Sunday 27 May

6.30pm:  Mr Neil Murray (Gaelic)

May Service Times 

Monthly Family Service
Tong Mission House :: Every 3rd Sunday @ 12 Noon

Next Service Sunday 20 May
Preacher: Rev Calum I Macleod

Everyone Welcome
(With Crèche facilities)
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As we look forward to the opening of fishing on Gress 
River on 1st June 2012 we can look back on an aver-
age and ultimately frustrating 2011 fishing season on 

Gress River.

The salmon catch return figures didn’t live up to our expec-
tations for the season and with a total of 27 salmon caught 
it was right on our 5 year average. It really was a strange 
kind of season when some anglers reporting seeing good 
numbers of fish at various locations while others having 
very disappointing days when there didn’t appear to be a 
fish on the system.

As in previous years we had a very dry summer start to the 
season with the first significant rainfall not arriving until end 
of July. This led to our usual first run of fast moving fish of 
which only 1 was caught – by Iain Roxburgh, to finally win 
the Swannie Trophy for first salmon of the season. The dry 
period then continued well into August, during which time 
we managed to complete some much needed weir repairs. 

Unfortunately the otters had a field day with salmon trapped 
in the rapidly reducing outer and mid river pools. Sightings 
of otters are becoming much more common, which obvi-
ously indicates a thriving population and healthy river envi-
ronment, but they can do an awful lot of damage to fish 
which are trapped in pools in low river conditions.

Even with the arrival of the autumn rains from late August 
onwards the salmon catches never really took off as we 
hoped for and just maintained an average season, although 
some had better luck than others. The largest salmon 
of the season, a 7lb fish from Linne Airidh Mhurchaidh 
(The Shieling Pool), was caught by Iain Roxburgh during 
September, proving that this nice little pool is well worth 

a cast while on the way out to the Dam. Iain won the 
Sportsworld Cup for the largest caught and released salm-
on with this fish to add to the Swannie Trophy he’d already 
won. 

The Dam itself proved the usual enigma and on a personal 
note this was the first year for a very long time that I didn’t 
take a salmon from there despite 10 visits. Here’s hoping for 
better in 2012.

The other significant salmon catch of the season was a 6lb 
fish taken from Linne na Suraig (The Gorge Pool) on 10th 
September by Jordan Macdonald during our Open Day for 
kids. With this salmon Jordan became our Junior Champion 
for the year.

Our sea trout fishery continued to be successful in 2011 
with a total of 272 fish, including 71 finnock, landed. 
Notable for the 2011 catch was the larger number of 1 to 
2lb class of fish and slightly lower numbers of the bigger 
sea trout than in previous years. That aside we still had the 
biggest sea trout landed since the Angling Association was 
formed, when John Morrison landed a magnificent 6lb sea 
trout while bait fishing at the mouth of the river. This fish 
was enough for John to win the Craig Morrison Memorial 
Cup for the largest sea trout of the season. A sure sign of 
the continued improvement of Gress sea trout as the size of 
the biggest fish has steadily increased from 3lb to 4.5lb and 
now a 6lb fish. There’s probably even bigger ones about 
based on stories of fly casts being parted.

The annual sweep net exercise by the Fisheries Trust was 
carried out on Saturday 14th April 2012, and although the 
numbers of sea trout in the sweep was a bit disappointing 
with only a dozen fish taken, there is a theory that the sea 

 Gress Angling Association

April 2012 sweep
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trout have already left the river and started feeding in Broad 
Bay as there have been reports of fish seen in the Bay. The 
Fisheries Trust have also intimated that funding is going 
to be available next year for tagging sea trout for habitat 
and migration survey purposes and Gress is going to be 
included in this tagging survey. Anglers will be informed 
when more details are available for catching and recording 
tagged fish.

Brown trout fishing on the lochs again remained under used 
by most people for the season. We seem to be a victim of 
our own success with most people concentrating on sea 
trout and salmon fishing on the river once the rains come. 
That said we did have reports of some good catches on 
Loch Ullabhat in June and July when the river was so low 
as to be pretty much unfishable. The lochs have also been 
fished since the opening of the new trout season this year 
and some nice brown trout have been reported.

As previously stated the dry summer meant that much 
needed weir repairs could be carried out after some major 
damage had taken place during the previous winter big 
freeze. Committee members and other helpers turned out 
in good numbers to help with this work during June and 
July and it meant that Craig’s Pool, Linne Mhor (The Big 
Pool) and Linne Ur (The New Pool) were returned to fishable 
conditions by the time the weather broke and the river level 
rose again. Unfortunately this type of work will be continu-
ing on a yearly basis to repair damaged weirs as and when 
required, but if we get the level of support that we got last 
year from people giving a couple of evenings’ work, then 
we can keep on top of this.

The sign posting of the vast majority of the named pools 
was finally completed last year with just the 4 furthest out 
pools needing the signs screwed in place with the posts 
already in position. Improved access to some of the pools 
was also carried out with additional stiles fitted at fenced 
areas.

In 2011 we also resumed the Open Day for the children 
from the district, and this took place on Saturday 10th 

September. About 50 children plus accompanying adults 
attended at some stage through the day and it was voted 
a big success by all who attended. This is definitely some-
thing which we will be continuing although it does take a 
lot of planning and preparation to make sure everything 
goes right on the day. We will also be looking at possibly 
purchasing our own equipment for these types of functions 
rather than depending on the generosity of other organisa-
tions in providing tent, gas barbecue, etc.

Other plans for 2012 include improved parking facilities at 
the moor pools by increasing the sidings at the peat road 
access. It has also been suggested by anglers that we 
improve access to parts of the Saltings and we will be look-
ing at constructing wooden walkways and footbridges over 
some of the deep ditches and marshes by the river bank.

Added to fitting benches at some of the pools and our 
continuing weir repairs, this means that yet again we have 
plenty to keep us going before the fishing starts in earnest.

Financially the Club is in a healthy position, and with this 
in mind there is no reason to raise the membership fees or 
day ticket prices for the coming year. This will ensure that 
Gress is still the most affordable and accessible salmon and 
sea trout fishing on the island.

We do need to encourage more catch return information 
as we still miss out on several returns over the season. At 
this stage we do not believe that imposing a levy or deposit 
on fees with refunds on production of catch return form 
is the way ahead due to the logistics involved in such a 
scheme. Distribution of catch return forms with all mem-
bership and day ticket purchases will hopefully encourage 
more returns. We also held a draw, at the recent AGM, of all 
the catch returns from 2011 for free membership for 2012. 
The 2 lucky winners were John Macdonald from Gress and 
Robbie Bell from Vatisker Park

Yet again we look forward to the start of a new season and 
welcoming back old friends who visit us every year plus off 
course all our local anglers. Tight lines for 2012.

Alasdair Murray
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Back School Exhibition
Over recent months a committee of volunteers has been collating materials in order to create an exhibition to mark the clo-
sure of the secondary department of Sgoil a’ Bhac. Pictured are those who were invol ved in putting the exhibition together.

Right: John 
Maclean, 
Neil Murray, 
Catriona 
Stewart, 
Finella 
Macdonald, 
Isabelle 
Macdonald 
and Lilian 
Maclennan

Catriona and Finella with artefacts Lilian and Neil collating photos

John and Isabelle
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Gillie Mackenzie, daughter of Rodney and Alison, formerly 
of 44 Gress, has recently released her first solo CD, called 
‘Griais’. Gillie has spent most of her life performing and 
teaching Gaelic songs. She was awarded the Mod Gold 
Medal in 1990 at the National Mod in Govan, at the age of 
only 20. In addition to the solo work that followed, Gillie 
and two of her sisters, Eilidh and Fiona, formed the band 
Mackenzie. Vocal harmony is their joint passion, and they 
have released two successful albums on the Macmeanmna 
label to date – ‘Camhanach’ and ‘Fama Clamosa’. You can 
find more information on Mackenzie at 
www.mackenzie.com. Here Gillie tells us a little bit about the 
making of her solo album ‘Griais’.

Why did you choose “Griais” as the title for your 
album?

I wrote lots of tunes on Gress beach when I was growing 
up, and I often think of it when I’m writing new stuff now, 
even here in Midlothian. That’s why I wrote the song Tràigh 
Ghriais, which is on the CD, and Griais just seemed the 
natural choice of name for my first solo album. 

What are your musical influences?

Well, many readers of LATN will probably know my Dad, 
Roddy Mackenzie. He was originally from Sutherland and 
he taught us hundreds of Gaelic songs, mainly to perform in 
his choir or as soloists at the Mod.   What a great grounding 
we had. I’m a bit of a fan of Tobar An Dualchais now – it’s 
a great resource  - and in our house I usually listen to either 
Radio nan Gaidheal or Radio 6.  My husband and children’s 
tastes definitely influence me too – not always in a positive 
way!

What kind of songs are on the album?

I sing ten songs on the album and they are quite varied.  
Some are traditional Gaelic songs and long time favourites 
of mine (like Do’m Chèile by Iain Macartair) and some are 
new ones I’ve written myself (like Laighinn Leat).  There are 
a couple of English/bilingual ones I’ve written, and so far 
folk seem to like them.  I’ve included a wee Jewish dance 
tune at the start of one set because it seemed to sit so well 
with this old Gaelic song from Nova Scotia.  It was good 
being free to mix stuff up like that.

Who plays on the album with you?

It’s a really brilliant line up:  Ewan MacPherson (Fribo) on 
guitar (also producing), Alasdair White (Battlefield Band) on 

fiddle & whistles, Mhairi Hall on piano, James Mackintosh 
(Shooglenifty) on percussion, Ailig Hunter on bass and Amy 
Geddes on viola.  We had really great fun (in amongst all the 
very hard work!!). Ewan was a wonderful and patient pro-
ducer, and we recorded most of it with Mattie Foulds at his 
lovely, peaceful studio in the Borders.

You usually sing with your sisters Eilidh and Fiona. Is 
this the end of Mackenzie?

Absolutely not!  Mackenzie is very much alive and kicking 
and looking forward to coming to Lewis in July to perform 
at the Hebridean Celtic Festival. We just had some rehearsal 
time at Easter there (involved a lot of coffee and cake!) and 
are delighted to be coming home to sing at An Lanntair with 
Anna Massie and Mairearad Green (www.hebceltfest.com).

Are you pleased with the end result?

It has been a bit of a slog  - lots of time spent at the com-
puter!  - lots of handing biscuits to my bairns and saying 
“hmmm?” in a very distracted way, but I feel really proud 
now and think they do too.  I am pleased with the CD  - 
how it looks  - thanks to my pal Claire – and how it sounds 
– thanks to all the lovely musicians.

Gillie’s album can be purchased for £10 plus p&p using 
Paypal at www.gilliemackenzie.co.uk or you can email her at 
gillie.mcluskey@ifb.co.uk if you’d prefer to arrange payment 
by cheque. Alternatively you can ask for it in shops and 
usual outlets.

NEW CD RELEASE

“Griais” 
by Gillie Mackenzie
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G1/2 Assembly

G1/2 presented the Gaelic whole school assembly at the 
end of last term, in front of an audience which included 
parents, grandparents and other relatives. Pupils gave a 
demonstration of their learning about ‘Faireachdainnean’ 
(Feelings) and ‘Creideimh’ (Belief) using PowerPoint and 
song.  Well done to all the pupils, their teacher Mrs Graham 
and auxiliary Mrs Maciver. 

At the end of Assembly, Certificates of Achievement were 
handed out for achievements in Literacy, Numeracy, Health 
and Well-being, effort, citizenship (pupils who have been 
organising and running lunchtime clubs) and wider achieve-
ments such as the FilmG award.

The next whole school assembly, on 10 May, will be pre-
sented by Mrs Sinclair’s E5/6 class.

Sweet Taste of Success

Congratulations to Leanne Macdonald, Mairi Maclennan, 
Lindsay Fraser and Fraser Martin, who have won the school 
heat of the Stag Bakery Challenge.

The winners were announced following a tasting session 
involving over twenty invited guests on Wednesday 28 
March. Having sampled twelve different cakes, the panel 
judged the vanilla chocolate fudge cake as the overall win-
ner. The winning team will now represent the school in the 
island heat of the competition.

Last session, Back School won the competition, which 
meant that their raspberry and white chocolate cookies 
were produced by the bakery and available in local shops.

Thanks to Home Economics teacher Mrs Campbell for pro-
moting the valuable links between learning and business/
industry. 

After-school Clubs

Pupils in Primary and Secondary have been enjoying a 
range of after-school clubs, including Thai Kick-boxing, 
Creative Cookery, Melodeon and Drama. The Gaelic After-
school Club, for P1-4, continues to run daily, Monday to 
Friday, from 3-5pm. 

Well Done 

Well done to team members Finlay Emmot, Iain Alasdair 
Bain, Joanna Smith and James Mutch who were narrowly 
defeated by Stornoway Primary (2 points!) in the Lewis 

heats on Wednesday 28 March.

Well done also to the Primary 5-a-side football team (James 
Mutch, Joel Martin, Lewis Macleod, Sam Mackenzie, Lewis 
Brett, Seumas Macrae and Abigail Macdonald) for achiev-
ing third place in the recent Sports Festival finals. 

Scholastic Bookfair 

Special thanks go to parents Marabell Macdonald, Isabelle 
Macdonald and Leslie Macdonald who ran the recent 
Scholastic Bookfair, helping the school to raise commission 
for new books for the school.

Yorkhill Fundraising

£222 was raised for Yorkhill Hospital, by pupils and staff, on 
the last day of Term 3, by holding a no-uniform day.

Congratulations

Congratulations to Infant teacher Lorraine Campbell and 
her husband Derek, on the birth of their baby son Finlay. 

Sgoil Araich News

Welcome to the five new pupils who have started in Sgoil 
Araich. They’ll be joining the other pupils in their ‘Growing 
Things’ project and will be busy in the polytunnel!

Pre-school pupils continue to visit the school each day for 
classroom lessons with Miss Macdonald (PT Primary) and 
Mrs Maclennan. 

School Exhibition

All are warmly invited to view the exhibition to mark the clo-
sure of the secondary and to attend the formal opening at 
7.30pm on Tuesday 15 May. 

Thereafter, open sessions will be held daily Monday – 
Friday (11-1pm and 2-4pm) until Wednesday 23 May.

Featuring multi-media displays and artefacts, the exhibition 
will capture key moments in the history of Back School, 
collated and presented by volunteers Finella Macdonald, 
Lilian Maclennan, Catriona Stewart, Isabelle Macdonald, 
Neil Murray and John Maclean.

Sgoil 
a’ Bhac
News brought to you by the Press 
Gang: Martin Beaton and Jamie Murray 
(right).
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My teacher is an alien! Papier mache figures created by P7 
relax in the staffroom

Certificate of Achievement Winners

EP3 & 4 pupils with baby Erin and mum Catherine (Roots of 
Empathy Project)

Some pupils from the Creative Cookery after-school club 
sample their chocolate cake

Sport Relief Dance-a-thon led by S1 & S2 girls

Infant classes walked a mile for Sports Relief

Geology in GP5,6,7
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Tong School
Wise Owls

The Primary One topic based on the story book “Owl 
Babies”, drew to a very nice conclusion with a “Wise Owls” 
themed assembly on 27th March. Primary One, along with 
the pre-school children, took the assembly and the younger 
Nursery children and Primary Two – Seven pupils formed 
their audience.  The pre-school children had been join-
ing Primary One for some class Music lessons to learn the 
chorus “All Things Bright And Beautiful” in preparation for 
the assembly.  The children sang beautifully and spoke out 
clearly to deliver some wise words of advice.  Well done!

Dancing Success

Caitlin MacDonald (P5) recently swept the boards at a 
Highland Dancing Competition in Harris. Staff and pupils 
were very proud when she shared her many First prize 
medals and special shield at a school assembly. We were 
all left wondering how big her display cabinet must be, is 
there any space left?!

Caitlin’s cousin, Grace Macleod (P2) also fared well in Harris 
and returned home with medals for 2nd and 3rd places. 
Keep on dancing, girls! 

Fun Football

Primary Two and Three recently completed a six week 
Football training initiative to enhance skills in this popular 
sport. All schools were provided with equipment from Tesco 
and the pupils were delighted with the brightly coloured 
footballs.  Both Mrs Macleod and the children enjoyed the 
experience very much and convey a sincere thank you to 
DJ Macleod, Youth Worker, for giving of his time to become 
the class coach. 

Food Standards Agency / Scottish Rugby Union 
Programme

Pupils in the senior class are currently undertaking the Food 
Standards Agency/Scottish Rugby Union Programme. The 
programme has been developed by the Food Standards 
Agency to raise awareness of food hygiene, healthy eating 
and physical activity, using rugby as the physical activity 
tool.  The programme runs for eight weeks in total.

Young Leaders

Some of the P7 Young Leaders and some of the children 
in Primary 6 regularly hold break time and lunch time clubs 
to entertain the Primary 1 children. Activities include art 
work, fun games and dancing. Claire Scott, Active Schools 
Co-ordinator, was very interested when she heard about 
this initiative and came along to watch a lively dance ses-
sion in action. It is encouraging to see older children giving 
of their time to help their younger friends and Claire Scott 
commented favourably on the club. 

Primary 6 pupils also received training in preparation for 
becoming Young Leaders next session. The pupils gained 
many useful skills which will be of benefit in the future. 

Antarctic Visitor

On the 30th March, 
Primary 4 and 5 had 
a special visit from 
Steven Macleod’s 
cousin Mairi. Mairi 
had been working in 
Antarctica during the Antarctica summer and came to 
show the class her photographs, lots of equipment and the 
clothes needed to brave the freezing temperatures. The 
class were amazed to see a runway made of ice, people 
camping in the snow and furry skis! Mairi is returning to 
the Antarctic again next year. Many thanks to Mairi for an 
interesting and informative talk. Good luck for your second 
summer at the South Pole.

 Sophie’s Success

Congratulations to Sophie Graham in Primary 4 who recent-
ly passed her Grade 2 Violin Exam. Well done Sophie! All 
the practising has paid off!

Jump Start

Pupils in Primary Four and Five have been invited to par-
ticipate in the “Jump Start” programme which is being 
run by the Dietetics Department. The 8 week programme 
commenced on 18th April and is proving popular with the 
children.  Each hour long session begins with a short health 
topic lesson in the form of an interactive discussion fol-
lowed by fun physical games and activities.

Primary 4 and 5’s First Jump Start Activity!

P5 girls Caitlin, Donna and Joanna with some of the beautiful 
Easter animals made with Mrs Lloyd in Craft Club
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Hannah (P7) letting the P1’s try their Young Leaders’ Caps on 
for size P4 and 5 ready for the Antarctic

Tong Nursery
We’re back after our nice Easter Break and are ready to start learning all about Spring.

Our term was very busy and a lot of fun. We went on a fabulous day out when we went to see Mr Boom in 
Stornoway Primary.  We went home tired but happy after so much singing and dancing.

Our big boys and girls took part in the school assembly with P1.  They were fantastic and we were all really 
proud of them.  

We had a fun egg hunt along with P1 too.  Unfortunately it rained but we were able to hunt for eggs in the 
playroom.  

Then we got to eat them, YUM!

Here is a photo for you.

Till next month…

Bye from all at Tong Nursery

Rhia with Wise Owl’s Treasure Chest

Steven (P5) and his cousin Mairi
Sophie (P4) with her Grade 2 
Violin Certificate
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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10 YEARS AGO
The May 2002 issue reported that moves had been made 
to revive the Gress Angling Association. A new committee 
had been set up and permits to fish the Gress River were 
to be available from 1st May. The May issue also reported 
that Gress residents had lodged a petition with CNES to 
create a 40mph speed limit on the main road to Tolsta. 
It was noted that there were 36 children (pre-school and 
school age) in the village and that a 40mph speed limit 
would make it safer for all residents.

In the News in May 2002: On 10 May, a train ploughs off 
the tracks at Potters Bar station, Hertfordshire, killing seven 
people and injuring 70 more on the train and the platform. 
On 24 May the Falkirk Wheel boat lift opens in Scotland, 
also marking the reopening of the Union Canal for leisure 
traffic. On 28 May, Stephen Byers, the Secretary of State for 
Transport, quits his job after months in the media spotlight. 
His troubles began after he stood by spin doctor Jo Moore, 
who sent an email on 11 September 2001 saying it was a 
good day “to bury” bad news. 
In sport Airdrieonians F.C., of the Scottish Football League 
Division One, go into liquidation with debts of £3million. They 
are the first Scottish senior side to go out of business for 35 
years. Rangers defeated Celtic 3-2 in the Scottish Cup Final 
at Hampden Park. The 2002 FIFA World Cup began in South 
Korea and Japan, with Senegal defeating the defending 
champions France 1-0 in the opening match. 
Number one singles in May 2002 were Holly Valance with 
‘Kiss, Kiss’, Ronan Keating with ‘If Tomorrow Never Comes’, 
Liberty X with ‘Just a Little’ and Eminem with ‘Without Me’. 
Star Wars Episode II: Attack of the Clones was released.

From the 
Archives...

A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.

Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. It’s a chance to get 
rid of those things not worth keeping around the house. 
Bring your husbands.

Don’t let worry kill you off - let the Church help.

Miss Charlene Mason sang ‘I will not pass this way again,’ 
giving obvious pleasure to the congregation.

For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we 
have a nursery downstairs.

Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir. They 
need all the help they can get.

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 
24 in the church. So ends a friendship that began in their 
school days.

Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the 
addition of several new members and to the deterioration 
of some older ones.

Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles and other items 
to be recycled. Proceeds will be used to cripple children.

Please place your donation in the envelope along with the 

deceased person you want remembered.

The church will host an evening of fine dining, super enter-
tainment and gracious hostility.

Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and medica-
tion to follow.

The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every 
kind. They may be seen in the basement on Friday after-
noon.

This evening at 7pm there will be a hymn singing in the 
park across from the Church. Bring a blanket and come 
prepared to sin.

The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the 
Congregation would lend him their electric girdles for the 
pancake breakfast next Sunday.

Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 
7pm. Please use the back door.

The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare’s 
Hamlet in the Church basement Friday at 7pm. The con-
gregation is invited to attend this tragedy.

Weight Watchers will meet at 7pm at the First Presbyterian 
Church. Please use large double door at the side entrance.

Just for Laughs
These sentences actually appeared in church bulletins or were announced in church services:
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

MACLEOD & MACLEOD – BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET

STORNOWAY
TELEPHONE; 01851 703384

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD’S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

The Loch a Tuath News can be purchased at 
the following outlets:

Gordon’s, Tolsta Post Office, the Coop, 
Spar, the Trading Post, Engebretsen’s, the 

Baltic Bookshop, Tommy Nicholson’s, Angus 
Campbell’s Filling Station, the Hospital shop 

and MV Isle of Lewis.
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The Hut on the Gress

The Stornoway Trustees had six offers for the hut they advertised 
at Gress.  The first offer was for £2.  The Trustees expressed sur-
prise at the lowness of the offer.  The second offer opened was also 
for £2 and the tenderer added that if the hut was left much longer 
it wouldn’t be worth that, but the others who put in offers took a 
more optimistic view of the situation, and it was decided to accept 
the highest offer which was £5 2s 6d.

On Leave

On leave recently were Catherine Macleod, ATS, 1 New Park, 
Vatisker; Johanna Nicolson, WAAF, 4 Back; John A Russell, 
Scots Guards, 1 New Park, Vatisker; Norman Macdonald, RNR, 
late of 13 Vatisker;  Norman Macdonald, L/Seaman, RNR, 50 
Coll;  James Beaton, RNR, 37 Coll;  Murdo Maciver, RNR, 49 
Coll;  Angus Macleod, RNR, 32 Back;  Donald Macleod, RNR, 32 
Back;  Murdo Macleod, RNR, 32 Back; (three brothers);  Malcolm 
Maciver, RNR, 36 Gress;  Alexander Stewart, RNR, 29 Gress;  
Neil Ferguson, RNR, 19 Gress;  Miss Katie Ann Maciver, WAAF, 
48 Back;  Alexander Morrison, RA, 30 Upper Coll;  Miss Isabella 
Macdonald, NAAFI, Church Street;  Lieut. D R Mackenzie, RA, 
The Manse; George Macleod, GPO, 8 Upper Coll;  Neil Mackay, 
CPO, 28 Gress;  Donald Macleod, Merchant Navy, 20 Gress and 
Donald Munro, RNR, 14 Gress.  John George Murray, RNR, and 
Kenneth Murray, Merchant Navy (brothers), 23 Coll, have both left 
recently.

Mr Hugh Stewart, 29 Gress, has five sons serving.  One being 
in the Merchant Navy.  Murdo, the youngest, a Private in the 
Cameron Highlanders, was at home on leave recently.  John 
Graham, 9 Gress, left home on Tuesday of last week to join the 
RAF as a wireless operator.  Donald Ferguson, CPO, 2 Gress, is 
at present home on leave.  We’re glad to see Kenneth Macleod, 
35 Back, at home on leave for the first time since the outbreak of 
hostilities.  Kenneth served in the Mediterranean on board a trawler 
which was sunk through enemy action some time ago.  One of the 
crew, Roderick Macleod, 1 Gress, was slightly wounded but is now 
out of hospital.  He saw a terrific bombing by enemy aircraft at 
Malta.  Also at home were Jamesina Morrison, ATS, 20 Upper Coll 
and Donald Macleod, RNR, 14 Upper Coll.

Donald Murray, RNR, Catherine Hill, Vatisker; Angus 
Macleod, RNR, 47 Vatisker, who have seen much service in 
the Mediterranean, are among those home on leave.  Roderick 
Macleod, No 1 Gress, a shipmate who was slightly wounded, is 
now out of hospital in a Mediterranean port.  Roderick has four 
brothers serving in the Naval Reserve, and a younger brother at 
home is keen to get away.

Interned Again

Official news has been received by Mr Roderick Mackay, 28 Gress, 
that his son George, a naval reservist, who was missing, is now 
safe and well, although interned in Algiers (North Africa).  This 
is the second time Mackay has been interned.  He was interned in 
Spain when his vessel was sunk through enemy action last year.  
He made his escape on that occasion, and was home on leave after-
wards.  We now await news of another escape.

Obituary

The remains of Angus Beaton, youngest son of Mrs Beaton and the 
late John Beaton, 51 Back, arrived by mail steamer at Stornoway, 

on Friday, 8th inst.  Angus, who was aged 20 years, joined the 
RNR shortly after the outbreak of hostilities, before he was 18 
years of age.  After a period of training he was drafted to Grimsby 
on board a trawler, and in this service he caught a chill which 
proved fatal.  The funeral took place to Gress Cemetery the fol-
lowing day and was largely attended.  The sympathy of the whole 
community is extended to the bereaved family.

Triplet Lambs

A ewe belonging to Mr John Mackenzie, 36 Back, gave birth 
recently to three lambs.  All appeared to be strong and healthy, but 
one has since died.

War Wedding

A pretty wedding of local interest took place at 15 Gress on 5th 
May, when Flora, youngest daughter of Mrs Mary Morrison and 
the late Murdo Morrison, Lighthill, Back, became the bride of 
Alexander, second son of the late Mr John Ferguson and Mrs Jane 
Ferguson, late of 36 Vatisker.  Rev Roderick Mackenzie, Back, 
officiated.  The bride who was given away by Mr Murdo Maciver, 
15 Gress, her brother-in-law, looked beautiful in a gown of white 
satin.  She was attended by Miss Jane Macleod, Outend Coll, and 
Miss Kate Maciver, 15 Gress, nieces of the groom and bride.  Both 
bridesmaids were dressed in blue.  The duties of groomsman were 
performed by Mr John Morrison, brother of the bride.  After the 
marriage ceremony, a large number of guests were entertained to a 
sumptuous repast at which the health and happiness of the newly-
weds were duly toasted.  The happy couple were the recipients of 
numerous useful presents, including a large sum of money, testify-
ing to their popularity.  The groom, who is a naval reservist, got 
special leave for the occasion.  “Gu math fada beò iad”. 

TONG NEWS
On Leave

At home on leave are:- John Angus Maclennan, 1 Tong Park;  John 
Macdonald, 7 Tong Park;  Kenneth Macdonald, 4 Tong;   John 
Davidson, Tong (Army);  Malcolm Murray, 5 Tong (Army); 
Kenneth Maciver, RNR, 5 Tong Park;  Norman Smith, RNR, 7 
Tong Park;  Alex Mackay, RNR, 23 Aird Tong;  George Maciver, 
MN, 21 Aird Tong;  Margaret Mackinnon, 22 Aird Tong, WAAF.

Spring Work

Good progress is being made with the spring work.  Crofters have 
now finished potato planting and are proceeding with the prepara-
tion of the ground for sowing oats. It seems but a few days since 
the spring work has started on the crofts and already the result of 
much labour is revealing itself in the many stretches of fresh green 
which are now relieving the hitherto winter drabness of the scen-
ery.  It is to be hoped that the strenuous work done by many of the 
residents recently is not responsible for the epidemic of toothache, 
which along with stiffness of joints has affected many people in the 
village.

Warship Week

It was encouraging to note that the Mobile War Saving Depot was 
unable to arrive at Gress at the appointed hour on account of the 
heavy demand on its services at Tong. 

Back in Time: May 1942



22



23

Log book 1 - 1879-1900

January 11th 1890: We do hereby promise to make good 
any damage done to the school premises or fittings during 
the time occupied by us for our Temperance Societies and 
will in the morning clean out the schoolroom to the satisfac-
tion of the teacher.

(signed) Alexander Macleod, Deacon, Tong and Alexander 
Thomson, Elder, Tong

April 12th 1895: Attendance somewhat decreased in con-
sequence of the children being required at home for Spring 
labour.

November 22nd 1895: Usual progress made during week in 
standard work. Had physical drill on two occasions during 
the week for about 15 minutes, also on two occasions had 
first lessons in elementary navigation.

Log book 2 - 1900-1943

January 25th 1901: Attendance this week very much 
affected by the boisterous snowy weather. School closed on 
the afternoon of Wednesday on the account of the Queen’s 
death.

March 4th 1905: Medical certificate granted ordering clo-
sure of the school:

The Cottage,
Stornoway

I hereby certify that, in my opinion, the Tong Public 
School should be closed at once to prevent the further 
spread of whooping cough in that district.

DJ Macdonald MB, D.P.H
Medical Superintendent

11th November 1918: Armistice terms signed, 5am.

12th November 1918: Holiday in honour of signing of 
Armistice terms. Demonstration in Stornoway.

June 23rd 1936: Mr Angus Macleod (Board of Agriculture) 
visited the school and examined the older boys and their 
knowledge of gardening.

September 4th 1939: The School assembled today at the 
usual hour but was immediately dismissed in accordance 
with the radio message broadcast yesterday advising all 
schools in central areas to remain closed for one week due 
to the risk of war breaking.

May 13th 1941: Two evacuees from Glasgow were enrolled 
today which leaves the school roll at 75.

Information courtesy of The Tasglann Project. The Tasglann 
project is funded by the European Regional Development Fund, 
the Comhairle and Comunn na Gàidhlig. For more information 
on Tasglann nan Eilean Siar, visit their website at www.cne-siar.
gov.uk/archives or email the team at tasglann@cne-siar.gov.uk

Tong School Log Book Entries

Beef Stroganoff Recipe for 6 people
Preparation time: 15 minutes
Cooking time: 15 minutes

Ingredients for Beef Stroganoff

• 1 1/2 lbs fillet beef steak, trimmed and cut into thin 
slivers

• Salt and freshly ground black pepper
• 1 tsp Worcestershire sauce
• 5 tbsp sunflower oil
• A good knob of butter
• 2 onions, thinly sliced
• 8 oz chestnut mushrooms, finely sliced
• 4 oz shiitake mushrooms, destalked and finely sliced
• 3 tbsp good brandy or cognac
• 3 x 142ml cartons soured cream
• Juice of ½ lemon
• A good pinch of smoked paprika

Serve with fluffy white rice 

How to make your Beef Stroganoff

• Season the beef with salt, pepper and Worcestershire 
sauce.

• Put a large 
heavy-bottomed 
saucepan over a 
high heat.
• Add 3 tbsp oil 
and when hot, add 
half the beef.
• Stir-fry briskly 
until lightly browned.
• Set aside in a 

bowl, add 2 tbsp more oil to the pan and repeat the 
process with the remaining beef.

• Remove the second batch of seared beef and its 
juices, reduce the heat and melt the butter in the 
saucepan.

• Add the onions and gently fry until very soft.
• Add the mushrooms to the onions and fry briskly until 

tender.
• Add the beef with any juices and pour over the 

Cognac. Immediately set alight and shake the pan 
until the alcohol has burnt itself out.

• Stir in the soured cream. As soon as it is hot, mix in 
the lemon juice, season to taste and sprinkle with a 
little paprika.

Serve immediately.
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Back to Winning Ways
Back FC travelled over to Barvas at the start of April to 

kick off their bid to retain the league title which they 
won some eight months ago on a balmy summer’s 

eve in Carloway. As expected the weather in Barvas was far 
from balmy as Back lined up to take on potential title chal-
lengers West Side.

With the rain and sleet lashing into the players’ faces it was 
going to be a tough ask to come away from this match with 
any points at all let alone the three that eventually came 
our way after a courageous 4-2 win which left our hosts 
shell-shocked as they thought their efforts deserved at 
least a share of the spoils. It was hard to disagree with their 
claim but in the end our clinical finishing was the difference 
between the two sides with Fraser Macleod grabbing a goal 
either side of a Kevin Bloxy Murray trademark strike and a 
classy finish from youngster Colin Maclean which put the 
shine on a hard fought victory.

The scorer of the first goal with the cheekiest of back heels 
was Fraser Macleod who is rapidly emerging as the succes-
sor to his mercurial strike partner Kevin ‘Bloxy’ Murray. With 
Kevin’s ability to hold up play Fraser is now left to do what 
he does best, which is put the ball in the net with unrelent-
ing repetition. In Murray and Macleod Back look to have the 
makings of a deadly partnership that will hopefully serve us 
well this season.

Despite the efforts of M&M the man of the match was 
undoubtedly Tohan Macleod. Watching Tohan in goals will 
be a bit of a rarity this season but on this showing he will 
missed. Although Michael Maciver will be a more than able 

deputy it was a joy to watch Tohan work his magic although 
the downside will be his countless reminders of his fantastic 
double save and stupendous penalty save which undoubt-
edly kept Back in this game.

The second game of the season saw our bitter rivals Point 
arriving at Upper Coll hoping to build on their recent win 
over Ness at Garrabost. Despite a first half display where 
Point played as well as Back played badly the points went 
our way after a better second half performance saw the 
Blues trudge off the pitch victorious with a 3-1 win.

An early Fraser Macleod goal was cancelled out by Andrew 
Murray before a hugely improved second half performance 
saw Macleod put Back in front again before Martin Maclean 
finished Point off with a clinical first strike of the season.

So two games gone, six points on the board and four goals 
already for Fraser Macleod. A good haul considering we 
have yet to get going in terms of performance. This will not 
be lost on Manager Iain Maclennan as he contemplates 
a two week break in the league campaign before heading 
over to Carloway where victory will see Back build a six 
point lead over last year’s runners up.

As ever Iain’s feet were planted firmly in the ground as 
he spoke to Loch a Tuath News: “I’m delighted with the 
start we’ve made and whilst we are looking forward to the 
Carloway match we still have a couple of tough cup ties 
against United and Iochdar Saints before then so we’ll be 
concentrating on those first.”

Peter O’ Donnell

 Back FC, pictured before their first match of the season at Upper Coll.

Back row (left to right): Iain Maclennan (Manager), David Maciver, Martin Maclean, Chris Macleod, Fraser Macleod, Michael Maciver, 
David Macleod, Colin Maclean, James Macleod, Ross Hall

Front row: James Macarthur, Andrew Maciver, DJ Macdonald, David Maclean, Jason Macleod, Kevin Murray, Murray Macleod
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Back School Football Team 1963

Back row (left–right): Mr John Maclennan; Kenneth J Macleod (Breacan); Angus Macleod (Rash); Murdo George Macleod 
(Bhiel); D Macpherson (Corky); Alasdair Morrison (Tiugsy); A Macmillan (Statue); Mr Donald John MacDonald

Front row: Calum Graham (Kelly); Alexander Stewart (Toggan); John MacDonald (Slidhgean); Dan Macleman; Ivor Stewart 
(Wein)
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Back row: Nicola Poole, Sheila Mackenzie, Erica Mackinnon, Karen Poole
Middle: Mairead Dawson, Helen Graham, Eilidh Mackenzie
Front: Murdo Maclennan. Taken at Willie Tohan and Cathie’s Wedding Dance.

Taken in the peats late 20s or early 30s, Alex 
Maclennan (Ailig Sheogaidh) and his wife 
Jessie (Seonaid a’ Cheic)

Back Drama Club “B” are photographed after their performance in the Gaelic play 
“An Tuathalan” (“Muddled Motherhood”) at the local Drama Festival. Back row (l-r): 
Miss Margaret Ann Macaskill (joint producer), Catherine Maciver, Sandra Mackenzie, 
Joan Macleod, Mary Macmillan (joint producer), Johanne Macleod. Front row: 
Kenneth Maciver, Kenneth Maciver, Donald Macinnes, Malcolm J. Maciver (stage 
manager), Angus Macleod and Norman Campbell. (c. 1964)

Margaret Ann Macleod, 2 Coll, who was 
married to WJ Macleod, 14 Coll

Left to right: Mary Ann, Donald and Helen Graham (Mairi, Eilidh, Domhnall 
a’ Phrem); Iain Maclennan (Iain Mardo); Marina Maclennan (Marina Mardo); 
Eirig Graham (bean a’ Phrem); Bella Jean Macinnes (nighean Stogaidh); Iain 
Murray (Iain Thormoid an Help), taken at Gress Beach, 1969

The old house and shop at the corner of 
Lighthill road
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Last month we spoke about sweet peas and the dif-
ficulties of maintaining this lovely plant due to strong 
winds.  However, there are alternatives to the sweet 

pea, in the form of two hardy perennial clim bers which can 
survive our windy climate.  The honeysuckle and the clema-
tis are excellent plants which thrive well in most gardens.

The honeysuckle, once it is established, can give vigorous 
growth, producing a mass of flowers.  I have two in my gar-
den which are beginning to establish themselves in a shel-
tered place.  Regardless of how hardy a plant is, we must 
never under-estimate the damage that the wind can do to 
any plant.

The clematis, also being a hardy perennial, is recommended 
to be planted in a partially shaded place, as all-day expo-
sure to the sun is not helpful.  It can be planted by a hedge 
or trees or walls, giving it the opportunity to climb.  It is also 
a plant which can be easily increased by layering.  This is 
done with very little effort, by bending a shoot down, then 

twisting and securing the stem to the ground with a peg or 
heavy stone, thus enabling it eventually to develop roots.

With the soil now drying out and warming up, now is the 
time for planting. The potatoes are chitting in trays in the 
greenhouse and the leeks are slowly developing in their 
pots.

But the interest in one’s garden is not just limited to 
plants.  I placed some nesting boxes in various parts of 
the garden in order to attract nesting birds, but so far to no 
avail.  However, plenty of birds, especially sparrows, are 
attracted to a small sheltered bird-house which I construct-
ed, complete with waterproof roof and sides, which is used 
all day long and where they feed on a diet of bird-seed and 
other suitable scraps.  I also get the occasional visit from 
chaffinch, greenfinch and bluetit, but these birds don’t stay 
long, as they prefer to be where there are trees and plenty 
of shelter.

From the Poileagan

   Anns a’   Anns a’
 ghàrradh... ghàrradh...Honeysuckle and Clematis

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off 
slip and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or 
cash for £33.00 to Mrs M. A. Davidson, New Street, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £33.00
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Presentation of New Strips

Duncan Maclean of Carpet and 
Furniture World recently presented a 
set of new strips to Back FC manager 
Iain Maclennan.
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My daddy boated donald stewart but I don’t know who my 
mammy boated. Miss thatcher was the prime minister. I 
boated for miss thatcher when we were playing and so did 
my sister.

My mother votit bruiyon whilson and my father votit donort 
stewart but wosin ther and I like Miss Sacher. and we went 
down to my anty and she said hoo are you going to votit 
and he said the queen and my anty lavt.

magret thacher won the Election it was on for six hours It 
was finished at four o clock in the morning I went to bed 
at 9 o clock magret thacher is very happy the other prime 
ministers were disiponted I voted for magret thacher there 
is another election in five years when I am 12

the Election was on television and mrs thatcher got in and 
my mummy was waiting for my sean to go in to hospital 
with a stroke because he doesn’t like mrs thatcher. I think 
mummy voted for sdp but I don’t know what my sean or my 
granny voted for and my daddy was at work.

The peats are good because I like helping my daddy and 
mammy. My daddy is making a barrow for me and in the 
peats I like playing in the old car and when we are taking 
the peats home my mammy will be taking tea and biscuits 
too. I like playing on the big mountins up at the very top of 
our peats. Once I helped my daddy do the peats with my 
sister.

Our tractor went up on two weels Kenneth was drivinge it 
my daddy had to sit on the very frunt to make the tractor go 
down we made a bridge so we wood get across the mug it 
was funny.

I am going to Oban for my summer holidays and I am going 
to edinburgh Castle and the beach and the zoo I am going 
to stay at my granny obans house and I am going to the 
shops with mammy Im going on the ferry I am staying for a 

week.

Our peats are very soggy and marshy and the beetles are 
very tough and I know it because I have tried to stand on 
one and kill it but it just kept going on its way with a torn 
shell, but then I had an idea and I got a peace of peat and 
started to squash the beetle and then I eventully gave up 
and burried it alive. I think if someone put a boulder on it it 
would still be alive! We have two paches of peat and one is 
marshy and the other is dry. I am talking about the marshy 
peats in this story.

The coastgaurd are very yousfool for rescueing people and 
save there lives to. They are all on patrol sometimes they 
are sent out to sea and rescue people in fishing boats or if 
a big ship has sank. Sometimes they are sent out to rescue 
people that have fallen down the rocks. Sometimes they are 
sent when a boat catche’s fire. You dail 999 for coastgaurd 
police ambulance.

Two coastguards were in school yesterday and they shoed 
us a film about costguards saveing other pepele they 
were saved a lot of pepele and two cartoons about save-
ing pepele. The coastguard who shone us the film gave us 
a coastguard calender with a picture on the top it was a 
picture of the coastguards at sea. it was ruff in the sea. the 
coastguards do dangerus jobus lik climbing down a very 
high cliff.

The coastguards wear in school we wear watching a film on 
the television yesterday. We saw the lifeboat in the sea the 
lifeboat was rescoeen people the coastguards had a van 
they wear give us little Books I saw the film.

The costguard climb down cliffs to save people and go out 
in lifeboats to S.O.S. signals because they might have to 
dive underwater to save people from a capsize or to put out 
fires on little boats or take people of the foot of cliffs.

Loch a Tuath, Back School Magazine, 1983
The following pieces appeared in Back School’s publication ‘Loch a Tuath’ in 1983. They were written by the Primary 2 
class.

Magazine cover In the peats
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Material for 
publication in the JUNE issue of Loch a Tuath News must be 

in before WEDNESDAY 16th MAY 2012

Back School Secondary 1C 1984-85
Back row (left to right): Iain Smith (Vatisker), Eric Stewart (Vatisker), William Macritchie (Tolsta), Kathleen Stewart (Coll), 
John Angus Buchanan (Swedish Houses), Murdo Murray (Back), Norrie Macrae (School Road)
Front row: Mary Graham (Back), Maria Seddon (Gress), Ishbal Anne Maciver (Back), Mr Angu s Macleod, Chrisann 
Morrison (Coll), Donna Macleod (Tong), Jane Murray (Tong)

Back School Staff, 1966-67

Back row (left to right): John Maclennan, Sec.; Miss Catherine MacDonald, Pr.; Mrs Mackenzie, Pr.; Donald John 
MacDonald, Sec.
Front: Mrs MacLennan, Pr.; Miss Annie Mackenzie, Pr.; Mr Mackenzie, head teacher; Miss 
Chirsty Ann Macleod, Pr.; Lilian Maclennan, Sec. Missing from the picture is Miss Katie 
Ann Macleod, Infant mistress. 


