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Friends Reunited
Former pupils of Back Secondary take part in a reunion
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The views expressed in the Loch a 
Tuath News by named individuals, 
unless otherwise stated, are not 
necessarily endorsed by the LATN 
Editorial committee.

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: angusmorrison@ukgateway.net 
By post: 14 New Street, Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH 

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible.  If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the 
community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their 
free time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ 
of the district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 

If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal 
Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3 to cover cost and 
postage. 

FÀILTE
Welcome to the July/August edition of 
Loch a Tuath News. This month we have 
a packed summer double issue full of 
news of what has been going on in the 
district of late. We have also added a few 
colour pages to the magazine this month. 

29th June marked the end of secondary 
provision in Sgoil a’ Bhac, which is the 
end of an era indeed. We have photos of 
the school prizegiving and photos of the 
last ever winners of competitions at the 
Local Mod representing Ard-sgoil a’ Bhac. 
A ceilidh for former pupils was held on 
Friday 22nd June to mark the closure of 
the secondary. We also have all the latest 
news from Tong School and news of their 
prizegiving. A reunion took place recently 
of former pupils of Back Secondary; 
some of those who attended were in the 
first P1 class to begin school in the newly 
built Back School building in 1967. We 
have an article on the reunion and photos 
to accompany it. We have some interest-
ing photos providing an unusual perspec-
tive on the district and we congratulate 
Keith Bray from Tong, who had the nota-
ble honour of being one of the Olympic 
torchbearers recently. We also congratu-
late those from the district who recently 
undertook the Ness to Tolsta walk in aid 
of Bethesda and we have an account of 
the event and photos. We hear from the 

Tong Caraidean about their holiday, dur-
ing which they met up with an old friend 
of the Loch a Tuath News! We have an 
article about the Hebridean Equestrian 
Centre, and we also have the latest news 
from Back Community Council, Back 
Free Church Sunday School and Back 
FC. This issue also contains another 
opportunity to complete the form for Back 
Community Council’s new district phone 
book.

Please note that the Loch a Tuath News 
AGM takes place on Tuesday 14 August 
at 7pm in the church hall. All of you are 
very welcome to attend and take an inter-
est in the development of your community 
newspaper.

Cover photo: 50th Reunion, 8th June 
2012

Back row (left to right): Annie Margaret 
Mackay, Outend Coll; Kenneth Stewart, 
Vatisker; Catherine Ann Stewart, Back; John 
Murdo Ferguson, Gress; Ismay Macdonald, 
Tong; Murdo Macleod, Gress; Christine 
Campbell, Upper Coll; Innes Macleod, 
Gress; Peigi Morrison, Tong; Murdo Murray, 
Back

Front row: Erica Campbell, Tong; Chriselle 
Macdonald, Gress; Margaret Maciver, 
Broadbay View; Kenina Maciver, Broadbay 
View; Nellie Macleod, Coll; Murdina Mackay, 
Outend Coll; Chrissie Kennedy, Vatisker; 
Anna Macdonald, Outend Coll

Photo courtesy of Leila Angus, Brighter Still 
Photography (www.brighterstill.com)
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The Late Donald Macleod
It was with much sadness tinged with 
nostalgia that relatives and friends 
learned of the passing of Donald 
Macleod on the morning of May 
9. Known to many as Dòmhnall a’ 
Phoileagan, he was the elder son 
of Peggy and the late Neil Angus 
Macleod, who, with his sister Kareen 
and brother Martin, spent his formative 
years at the old family home at 10 New 
Street, Back (taigh an Nullaig). Donald 
is affectionately remembered by his 
contemporaries for his adventurous 
spirit, his great sense of humour and 
for his passion for outdoor activities - 
often involving fishing or ferrets! In the 
mid 1980’s he moved to Oban where 
his mother was living and where, in due 
course, he married, raised a family and 
embarked on a career with Strathclyde 
Police, latterly serving the island of 
Colonsay. Following a year-long illness, 
which eventually proved to be terminal, 
he sadly succumbed to his condition 
aged just 48 years. Family members 
from Lewis, together with representa-
tives from the police force, were among 
the many mourners at Donald’s funeral 
in Oban on 16th May. We extend our 
sincere sympathy to his wife Mary and 
their three children and to his mother, 
sister and brother following their pre-
mature and grievous loss.

The Late Matthew Metcalfe
News of the passing of Matthew 
Metcalfe on 11th May, aged 44 years, 
was received with much sorrow by the 
community. Matthew, his mother Joan 
and sister Hannah moved up from 
England to 11 Back in the late 1980s. 
His sister Sarah at that time lived a few 
yards away at 62 Back with her fam-
ily and later on another sister, Ruth, 
also moved to 
the village with 
her husband 
Alexander 
Macritchie. 
Matthew’s short 
life was dominat-
ed by the effects 
of a sudden and 
tragic deteriora-
tion in his health 
when he was a 
toddler, resulting 
in a debilitating 
handicap which 
left him unable 
to participate 
in the range of 
life’s experi-
ences. Over 
the years, as 

AS NA 
BAILTEAN
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The Late John Murdo Macleod
John Murdo Macleod, who was better 
known locally and in Stornoway where 
he lived latterly as ‘Brainy’, passed 
away after a lingering illness at his 
home on Portrona Drive on 21st April. 
He was 65 years. John Murdo was 
brought up by his widowed mother 
Katie Anne at 19 Broadbay View. His 
father, who came from Eoropie, Ness, 
died from a war-related illness in 1947 
when John Murdo was a mere infant. 

Prior to the time when his illness made 
him give up work he was employed at 
Ronnie Scott’s fish shop in Stornoway. 

In a tribute in the Stornoway Gazette 
by the Hebridean Men’s Cancer 
Support Group reference was made to 
his uncomplaining disposition, his stoi-
cal attitude and keen sense of humour.

He was predeceased by his brother 
Iain in 2008. We convey the communi-
ty’s sympathy to his daughters, grand-
children, great grandchild as well as to 
all friends, as they mourn his passing.

The Late Angus Macleod
The Macleod family of New Street 
(teaghlach an Olaich) have been no 
strangers to family bereavements in 
recent times. Sadly the very unex-
pected death of Angus at the age of 62 
years at his home on Inaclete Road, 
Stornoway, came very soon after that 
of another close relative. 

Angus – well known as Dennis – was 
the youngest of two sons and two 
daughters of the late Norman and 
Catherine Macleod, 4 New Street, 
Back. The writer remembers that he 
was one of three Angus Macleods 
from Back being taught in a class of 
Navigation students at Lews Castle 
College in the same year. 

Angus, like the other Macleods, 
studied well and when he joined the 
Merchant Navy diligence and applica-
tion earned him promotion. Like one of 
about a dozen men from Back village 
he became a Master of BP oil tankers 
until he retired. He is survived by son 
Andrew in Gress, and sisters Ishbel in 
Stornoway and Catherine in the family 
home at Back. To them, as well as to 
all relatives, we extend much sympa-
thy.

his condition gradually declined, the 
exceptional care and attention that 
he received from his elderly mother, 
with the support of her family, earned 
them the admiration and respect of 
many in the community and beyond. 
The deep communal sense of sym-
pathy to his loved ones was evident 
at a well attended funeral service in 
Back Church on 16th May, following 
which interment took place at Gress 
Cemetery. We offer our heartfelt con-
dolences to all the members of the 
Metcalfe family at home and away on 
the sad loss of their son and brother.

Mod
Congratulations to Katy Graham, of 
Catherine Hill, who won the Gaelic 
Psalm Precenting at Mòd Ionadail 
Leòdhais 2012, and she was also 
placed second in the Traditional Solo 
competition.

Canadian Cousins
Siobhan Galbraith and Seumas 
Garland are first cousins and the 
grandchildren of Dr Duncan Murray 
(Donnchadh Sheumais a’ Ghobha).  
The pair, who have just recently 
graduated from University, have been 

Canadian cousins Seumas Garland and Siobhan Galbraith plus 
their two trusty bikes photographed in Glasgow on their return from 

their round trip of 1200 km across Scotland.
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Church Panorama

These photos were taken recently by Alister Maciver (Hobbit), Vatisker, when he and Norman Macleod (Nomie), Lighthill, 
were doing maintenance work on the roof of the church.
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planning the packed itinerary for their 
month long trip to Scotland for years 
and the 19th of May marked the start of 
their cycling adventure as they set off 
from their Glasgow base.  They cycled 
to Edinburgh, where they sampled the 
sights of the capital city and from there 
north to Aberdeen (via Dundee).  In 
Aberdeen they met up with their Great 
Uncle, Dr Norman Murray, and cousin 
Anne who showed them the city where 
their Grandparents, Duncan and Betty, 
met and married, as well as the historic 
surrounding area.  From there they 
cycled to Inverness, on to Ullapool and 
across to the Isle of Lewis where they 
stayed with their Great Uncle Neil and 
Aunty Catherine at The Anvil.  During 
their stay in Back they met up with 
many more of their Murray cousins, 
and the athletic pair even did some 
surfing off the West Coast shores of 
the island!  The hills of Harris and the 
majesty of the Isle of Skye beckoned 
and the weather remained fair and 
sunny through their trip.  They biked 
on to Fort William, where they climbed 
Ben Nevis and their route then took 
them on to Mull and across to Oban. It 
was only on their last cycling day down 
Loch Lomond side to Glasgow that the 
rain appeared.  Quite a feat for the two 
youngsters from Alberta, Canada, and 
quite an extraordinary month of dry 
weather in the North of Scotland.

Poileagan Bereavements
The month of May brought very sad 
news to the community as a whole, and 
to the Poileagan, in particular. Dòmhnall 
Beag an Nullaig passed away at a 
relatively young age. We have fond 
memories of his childhood and youth 
in his home at 10 New Street, where 
he earned for himself a reputation as 
a fine young man. He loved the river 
and the lochs and spent many summer 
evenings accompanying other eager 
fishermen in that pastime. He was a 
loving son, brother and grandson. Our 
sympathy goes to his mother Peigi, and 
to all his family on the mainland and in 
our community.

It was also with great sadness that 
we heard that Aonghas an Olaich had 
passed away at his home in Stornoway. 
He was affectionately known as Dennis, 
a name that he had earned as a result 
of his high spirits and the pranks that 
were part and parcel of growing up in 
this close community. We hold many 
happy memories of his growing up 
amongst us, and in the Poileagan we 
were very proud that he went on to lead 
a full and gainful life in his profession 
with the Merchant Navy. Our thoughts 

are with his son Andrew in Gress, his 
two sisters, Catriona and Ishbel, and to 
his extended family. (Contributed)

COLL
In Hospital
Best wishes for a speedy recovery go 
to John Neil Macdonald, 76 Coll, who is 
back home after undergoing surgery in 
Raigmore Hospital, Inverness.

Best wishes also to Mary Ann Macleod 
(banntrach Iain Darraidh), 42a Coll, 
who has had a second fall in her 
home–this time she has broken her 
wrist. We wish her a speedy recovery. 

Sympathy
Our sympathy goes to the Mackay fam-
ilies at 60 Coll on the passing away of 
their cousin Donald, formerly of North 
Tolsta, but who had made his home in 
Gairloch. All other members of the fam-
ily are also in our thoughts at this sad 
time. 

We were saddened to learn on Tuesday 
26th of June of the death of Ian Moody, 
formerly of 72a Coll, in an Edinburgh 
Hospital after being in a road traffic 
accident two weeks previously. To his 
widow Elaine, daughter Denise and 
sons Brian and Steven and their fami-
lies, we send our deepest sympathy at 
this very sad time.

Congratulations

Allison Mackay 

Congratulations to Allison Mackay who 
came 2nd in the under 13 accordion 
competition at the Local Mod. Allison 
was also part of the Sgoil an Rubha 
playlet group who were awarded 1st in 
their competition. Allison is the daugh-
ter of Angus and Catherine (Swordale), 
and grandaughter of Willie and Ishbel, 
42B Coll.

GRESS
Bereavements
The sudden death of Angus Macleod 
(Dennis) in Stornoway on 14th May 
aged 62 years came as a great shock 
to us all. He lived amongst us in Gress 
for many years. 

Angus was brought up in the Poileagan, 
the youngest son of ‘an Olach’ and 
Catherine Macleod. He joined the 
Merchant Navy as a cadet and worked 
his way up to eventually sailing as a 
Captain of large tankers. We extend our 
sympathy to his son Andrew and Cathie 
Anne, his sisters Catriona and Ishbel 
and all other friends and relations. 

There was another sad death in Gress 
when Roger Seddon passed away on 
5th June aged 65 years. Roger had 
been unwell for the past few months 
though he always kept in good spirits 
even whilst having his treatments.

Roger Seddon

Roger was born in Northallerton. His 
father was a member of S.A.S.R.A. 
When he was 8 years old they moved 
to Fraserburgh and he was there until 
he was 20 years of age. Roger then 
moved to Oban where he met his future 
wife Chrissie, who was working there 
at the time. They married in Oban and 
came to settle in Gress two years later, 
a place he loved. Roger worked for the 
Council in the Architect department until 
he retired.

Our thoughts are with Chrissie, 
Matthew, Maria, Allan and the children, 
and Roger’s sister and brother.

Best Wishes
Best wishes go to Iain Morrison (50 
Gress), after his admission to hospital 
in Lerwick following an unprovoked 
attack. He is now fully recovered and 
back at work.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Jennifer Erskine and 
Scott Campbell, East Kilbride on the 
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birth of their daughter Jessica, who was 
born on 21st May at Wishaw General 
Hospital, a second grandchild and 
second granddaughter for Denis and 
Margaret Erskine, 5 Gress.

Jennifer Erskine, Scott and baby Jessica

Driving Test
Congratulations go to Danielle 
Macdonald (40 Gress) on passing her 
driving test. We wish you many happy 
safe years of driving.

TONG
Bereavement
The sincere sympathies of the com-
munity go to Angus and Anne Maclean 
and their girls, 2 Tong Park, follow-
ing the passing of Angus’s father 
Kenneth Maclean, 14 Macaulay Road, 
Stornoway. This is the second recent 
bereavement in the family as Anne’s 
mother Annie Graham, 9 South Dell, 
Ness, also passed away some months 
ago.

Home from Hospital
Jessie Mary Macdonald, Clachan 
Biorach, is now recuperating slowly at 
home after being very ill in the Golden 
Jubilee Hospital, Glasgow. She has 
asked to convey her gratitude for the 
overwhelming kindness shown both to 
herself, her husband and their family, 
by the extended family, neighbours and 
friends. We wish her well and hope 
and pray that she makes a complete 
recovery.

Mr. Eric Salmon, 1 Aird Tong, is also 
back home from hospital.  The vil-
lage was so glad to hear that he had 
returned home, and although far from 
well we send him our best wishes 
at this time.  We are also thinking 
about Theresa and their family at this 
time.

John Macphail, 21B Aird Tong, is now 
being cared for at his own home and is 
doing well. We send himself and Mary 
his wife our best wishes.

New Baby
Little Matthew James Tunney was born 
on April 13th. He is the son of Ann 
Louise and Richard, a baby brother for 
Olivia and Abigail and a first grandson 
for Angus and Joan Matheson, Still 
Waters, Aird Tong.

New House
Kevin and Sarah Bayfield have now 
moved into their new house in Milking 
Hill, Tong. We hope that they are set-
tling in well and are enjoying their 
new home along with their daughters 
Charlotte and Jane.

Tong Community Council
At the recent meeting of the Tong 
Community Council, various items of 
general interest were discussed.  Three 
new pathways within the village have 

now been completed.  
One pathway has 
several drainpipes 
installed while another 
had handrails erected 
over a ‘concrete 
bridge’.  A fourth path-
way down Shepherd’s 
Lane is currently under 
discussion.

The Community 
Council had made a 
submission about the 
Outer Hebrides Local 
Development Plan 
in November.  We 

received a letter from the Comhairle 
Planning Department at the beginning 
of May indicating that some of our 
comments were still under discussion.  
These included the Laxdale Bridge and 
car parking in Stornoway.

The new road to be built between Tong 
and Gearraidh Ghuirm has been on 
the agenda for several meetings.  We 
have had officials from the Comhairle 
Engineering Department attend some 
of the Community Council meetings.  
The final plans include some sugges-
tions made at these meetings.  The 
contract to construct the road has been 
awarded to Bardon Hebrides.  Work is 
expected to begin in mid August.  There 
will be a large amount of peat dug out 
to make the road straighter and more 
level.  Disruption to traffic will occur at 
certain stages of the work.  Bardons 
will keep this disruption to a minimum 
but hope that drivers will realise the dif-
ficulty they will have in building a new 
road over part of an existing road. 

The Late Alex John Thompson
An old friend and neighbour has 
passed from us at the advanced age of 
ninety-four years. Alex was born in July 
1917, and close to a century of history 
has gone with him. It is appropriate that 
we take into account a little of his life 
and background in this area. He was 
not born in Tong Park, in fact I myself 
am the only resident who was. It was 
called Tong Park because it was a con-
cession of farmland in the 1920s. It was 
settled, like the Jerusalem Wall, in trou-
blous times. After WW1 the home-com-
ing servicemen were promised crofts 
which would provide subsistence living 
for crofters/fishermen, who were so 
inclined. Many were not, and emigrated 
in the 1920s. This was when Tong Park 
houses were built, and though they pro-
vided a roof over our heads, they were 
still very primitive, with peat fires, oil 
lamps, and outside sanitation. Schools 
began to be organised but were quite 
chaotic with distempered teachers.

Alex left school about the year I was 
born. He was born into an illustrious 
family of two brothers and five sisters. 
One uncle was a minister, and another 
a head teacher. Just when things were 
settling down, the Second World War 
started. Alex, along with other young 
men who were Royal Navy Reservists, 
were whisked away and some were 
never seen again in the island. Alex 
was one of the lucky ones. He saw ser-
vice in the Middle and Far East, based 
at Bombay, on the ship named ‘Allonia’ 
with twenty-four other fellow Lewismen. 

Matthew James Tunney
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As far as we know only one of them is 
still alive.

After the war Alex married Johanna 
Morrison, a senior nurse in London, 
one of an equally illustrious family, 
the ‘Gladstones’ of Ness. They were 
blessed with two sons, Donald John 
and Alistair. Donald John predeceased 
his dad in his mid-years.

We may mention that during his last 
brief illness, a thoughtful neighbour took 
a former shipmate to see him shortly 
before he passed away, peacefully as 
he lived. ‘Fìor dhuine.’

‘S Tìr Imanuel shuas, Tìr as maisiche 
snuadh
Tìr as aill air an cualas sgeul
O nach sona dhan sluagh bhios ga 
h-àiteach gach uair
‘S a theid dhachaigh suas leis Fhèin.

(Rev A. A. Macdonald)

UPPER COLL
Condolences
Our thoughts are with Seonag 
Thompson and family on the sudden 
and unexpected death of her husband 
Alex John (see Tribute in Tong news). 
In this close neighbourhood we find it 
difficult to believe that we will no longer 
see Alex pottering about in his garden 
where everything was kept so ship-
shape, or listen to his fund of stories of 
times gone by and the characters that 
he remembered when he was grow-
ing up in Tong. His knowledge of local 
history was exceptional, and unfortu-
nately there are few left now with such 
first-hand information of times past. It 
was always a pleasure to visit him: the 
welcome was always warm, irrespec-
tive of when someone called. We shall 
miss him.  

Get Well Soon
A speedy and full recovery to Kenny 
John Graham (Kenny John Dhomhnaill 
Sgurd), 1 Gearraidh Ghuirm, who has 

recently had hip replacement surgery 
in the Western Isles Hospital. Kenny 
John’s mobility has been curtailed in 
recent months but hopefully he will now 
have a new lease of life, and be able to 
get out and about again, both on foot 
and behind the driving wheel.

Correspondent
LATN are looking for a new corre-
spondent for the village. Anyone who 
is interested in writing of the happen-
ings in Upper Coll on a monthly basis 
please contact the Editor. In the interim, 
until someone else comes forward, 
Mal Macleod will try and keep read-
ers informed of what is happening, but 
needs people to let him know if there 
is anything that they would like to be 
included. Please get in touch if you 
have information of births, engage-
ments, weddings, graduations or any 
other topic of interest. Without your 
input it will be a very sparse column 
indeed! Contact Mal at 820406 or mal-
macleod38@btinternet.com and he will 
include your contributions.

The Bethesda Bog Slog
On Saturday 26th May Dina and I accompanied by nine 
Broadbay worthies took on the annual Bethesda Bog Slog.  
There were seventeen of us in our group.  We were driven to 
Ness and dropped off inland at the àirighean.  We began our 
walk at 11am and braced ourselves for a long and extremely 
hot march across the moor.  It just happened to be the hot-
test weekend of the year so far.  The temperature was hov-
ering around 24 degrees for most of the day.  Ably led by 
Kenny Maclennan, Tong, we zigzagged our way along the 
coast – not always keeping to the markers.  

It was scenic from start to finish.  The views along the 
coastline were stunning.  We witnessed seals swimming in 
the clear waters below as well as two golden eagles flying 
in close proximity to us.  We enjoyed regular pit stops and 
a picnic for good measure.  The company and banter was 
excellent.  We eventually reached North Tolsta at around 
4-4.30 pm.  DR picked us up and took us all for a much needed and appreciated bowl of soup and filled rolls at the local 
community hall.  It was a truly memorable day.

Dina and I would wish to sincerely thank everyone who sponsored us.  We managed to raise in excess of £2,500 (includ-
ing Gift aided donations) for Bethesda.  This amount exceeded our expectations by far.  We initially gave ourselves a 
target of £500.  The support and generosity of the Broadbay community was a great encouragement to us.  

Bethesda holds a special place in our hearts as a community.  We trust that this donation will make a small but signifi-
cant difference to the lives of those in the care and compassion of Bethesda.

Calum Iain & Dina Macleod       

Taking a breather

Back Youth Conference
FAITH – FREE BUT NOT CHEAP!

Friday 17th, Sat 18th and Sun 19th August
S3 to S6 @ Back Free Church Hall

Derek Lamont, St Columba’s FC Edinburgh
Limited places available - book now to avoid disappointment

LOCH A TUATH NEWS AGM
Tuesday 14 August 2012, 7.00pm

Back Free Church Hall
All Very Welcome

Please come along and support your 
community newspaper
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FROM THE 
MANSE
Summer Reading
We are all looking forward to our summer holidays.  The oppor-
tunity to take a break and draw breath is also an opportunity to 
engage in some light reading.  A good book goes nicely with a 
good break.  We often take our favourite reading material with 
us on holiday.  At least I do.  More often than not I’ll take a book 
I’ve read before and I’ll happily read it again.  

One book I have enjoyed reading is a little paperback called 
‘What the Bible teaches about Heaven’ by Roger Ellsworth 
(Evangelical Press).  It’s an excellent devotional read.  I com-
mend it to you.  

Here is a short review of this attractive book.  It may whet your 
appetite to read it for yourself.  

Ellsworth deals with the subject of heaven from a fairly broad 
biblical perspective, yet his approach carries a depth of good, 
simple and edifying teaching for the reader.  He deals with 
heaven in the context of death, the second coming of Jesus 
and the new heaven and the new earth.  The first two chap-
ters focus on the teaching of Jesus about heaven.  This sets 
the scene for the rest of the book.  In addition to Ellsworth’s 
own analysis on heaven the book is sprinkled with memorable 
quotes from other writers such as Charles Spurgeon and John 
Stott.   

In many ways this is a devotional book packed with great 
encouragement and comfort for the Christian.  Ellsworth 
reminds the reader that God ‘calls us to look beyond the trou-
bles of this life to that glorious place that awaits all the children 
of God.’  Each chapter is relatively short but sweet.  The sweet-
ness of heaven fills every page and leaves a lasting impres-
sion.  It’s a book that could be read time and again for personal 
spiritual refreshment or passed onto someone else in need of 
uplifting.

Here is one further quote from Ellsworth:  ‘People who are 
wrapped in the things of this world have little interest in hearing 
about eternity, but day chases night and night chases day, and 
we will all soon be there – in eternity!  Then it will hit us with full 
force that those who lived for eternity were wise and those who 
lived for the fleeting things of this life were colossal fools.’ 

As you and I try to detach ourselves from the busyness of life 
for a week or two over the summer we would do well to think 
beyond the horizon of time to eternity.  This useful little book 
might just help you do precisely that.  Enjoy!

Calum I Macleod

Sunday 15 July
10.30am: Mr Thomas Davis
12 Noon: Dr George Macleod  (Gaelic)
6pm:  Mr Thomas Davis

Sunday 22 July
10.30am: Mr Thomas Davis
12 Noon: T B C    (Gaelic)
6pm:  Mr Thomas Davis

Sunday 29 July
10.30am: Mr Thomas Davis
12 Noon: Mr Donald Morrison (Gaelic)
6pm:  Mr Thomas Davis

Sunday 5 August
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod 

Sunday 12 August
10.30am: Rev Calum I Macleod
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 19 August - Back Youth Weekend
12 Noon: Rev Derek Lamont (Family Service)
6pm:  Rev Derek Lamont

Sunday 26 August
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod 
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod 

Tong Mission House
Sunday 1 July
10.30am: Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 8 July
6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

Sunday 15 July
12 Noon: Mr Thomas Davis (Family Service)

Sunday 22 July
6pm:  Mr Neil Murray (Gaelic)

Sunday 5 August
10.30am: Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 12 August
6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

Sunday 19 August (Please Note - Service in Back)
12 Noon: Rev Derek Lamont (Family Service)

Sunday 26 August
6pm:  Mr Neil Murray (Gaelic)

Back
Sunday 1 July
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Mr Innes Macsween (Student)

Sunday 8 July
10.30am: Rev Calum I Macleod
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

SERVICE TIMES
A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the com-
munity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services 
in Back and Tong during July and August 2012 are as 
follows:
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50th Reunion, 
8th June 2012
In April and August of 1967 the pupils who began their 
schooling in Primary 1 were making history as being the first 
Primary 1 to start at the newly built Back Junior Secondary 
School, and on June 8th 2012 some of those pupils drew 
another line in history as being part of the last event ever to be 
held in the Nicolson Institute.

There were two intakes in 1967, after the Easter and summer 
school holiday, and for those of us who began in August our 
more experienced classmates appeared to have an advantage 
over the newcomers. 

Induction days had not been thought of, your pre-school 
preparation took place at home, therefore what lay behind the 
school walls remained a mystery until that moment came when 
mothers were waved off, with the expectation that neither party 
would cry becoming harder to uphold. The concept of having 
fun whilst you familiarised yourself with the elementary skills of 
reading, writing and counting was alien; learning was a serious 
business and from your first day no doubt was to be placed in 
the authority of the teacher. Her word and rule was law and any 
deviations would be greeted with the use of the belt.

Forty-five years on and some of those ‘youngsters’ still 
remember their first encounter with the leather. In our defence 
the misdemeanours were not of a nature as to threaten our 
development as functioning adults, unless you would regard 
stepping on the grass, not counting the teddies in a book or 

laughing with a fellow pupil as serious offences. Those whose 
young bladders had not yet mastered long periods without the 
use of toilet facilities suffered much and one learned quickly 
that in the interests of self preservation you either dealt with the 
issue at break time or held on tight until the next play time! 

Perhaps at the time educational research recommended this 
as effective in some way or other although it is hard to surmise 
what the benefits may have been. Left hand writing was totally 
unacceptable and you were therefore expected to alter what 
was a natural inclination. As always for those who had no 
difficulties it was simply accepted but for others it may have left 
its own less positive mark.

Gaelic was the language of the classroom and the playground 
for all except one or two of our fellow pupils who had moved 
from the mainland. English was the language to be mastered 
in the days to come as few of us could boast of an English 
vocabulary which extended beyond please, thank you, yes and 
no. Each school day began with the whole class saying the 
Lord’s Prayer, a practice that continued throughout our time at 
Back. 

In those early days school was an entirely new experience and 
as such exciting: the sand pit in the corner of the classroom 
was a main attraction despite all of us being surrounded by 
sandy beaches; the arrival of the milk crate when a mini bottle 
of milk was given to each pupil, many of whom probably had 
their own cow in the byre at home; the distinctive smell of 
a new jotter which had not yet been blemished with erased 
mistakes; having a whole packet of crayons to yourself but 
which had to last you for the school session; the art room with 
its array of paint palettes and brushes; a library with its dark 
wooden shelves and the gymnasium, equipped with the latest 
climbing frame, trampoline and other instruments of torture, 
depending on your level of enjoyment of P.E! I am sure there 

Back School Secondary 2A, August 1976

Back row (left to right): David Maclean (mac Ministear Tholastaidh) (deceased), North Tolsta; Donald Maclean (mac Tack), Upper Coll; 
Calum Angus Macdonald (mac Marco), Tong; Calum Iain Maciver (mac Rachel an’ol), Tong; John Murdo Ferguson (mac a’ Left), Gress; 
Murdo Macleod (mac Tohan), Gress; Donald Connon (deceased), Tong; Etta Buchanan (nighean Heggie), North Tolsta

Middle row: Ishbel Macleod (nighean Dòmhnall Angie Aonghais Dhòmhnaill), Tong; Chriselle Macdonald (nighean Alasdair Gholly), 
Gress; Chrissie Kennedy (nighean Iain Mast), Vatisker; Kenina Maciver (nighean Iain a’ Gheib), Broadbay View; Margaret Maciver 
(nighean Iain a’ Gheib), Broadbay View; Peigi Morrison (nighean Murchadh Harry), Tong; Christine Campbell (nighean a’ Chuilian), Upper 
Coll

Front row: Nellie Macleod (nighean Ineag), Coll; Margaret Maciver (nighean Sandra a’ Ghruimhgan), North Tolsta; Ann Maciver, North 
Tolsta; Anna Macdonald (nighean John Neil), Outend Coll; Anna MacDonald (nighean Sheòrais Fhionnlaigh), Gearraidh Ghuirm; Murdina 
Mackay (nighean Aonghais Caoidh), Outend Coll; Christina MacDonald (nighean Murchadh a Stal), Upper Coll
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were feelings of nostalgia for the old school down the road but 
for the class of 1967 the new school presented a whole new 
world.

And so to the 8th of June 2012 as we gingerly stepped into the 
Nicolson Institute and made our way to the legendary Crush 
hall to reunite with Bacachs and other fellow pupils, none of 
whom were unaware of the milestone that had been reached. 

As in 1967 we were hoping not to cry but inevitably some tears 
were shed as we remembered absent friends, saw photographs 
of ourselves as younger versions, and like our parents before 
us, we too were asking where the years had gone. 

The Back contingent, including fellow pupils from Tong, 
gathered around two tables after the formal photograph 
had been taken. In passing, this aspect of the evening was 
unexpectedly amusing as we all spent some time arranging 
ourselves ensuring that our best side was to the fore! 

The excellent buffet meal that followed provided the perfect 
setting for further reminiscences and so we shared stories 
of classroom antics and rare times when such mischief went 
unnoticed, the usual perpetrator being David Maclean, now 
deceased. David, from Tolsta, joined our class on first year and 
was older by two or three years having missed some schooling 
due to a physical disability. The physical challenges that David 
faced were considerable but his lively and dare-devil spirit was 
welcomed like a breath of fresh air! David appeared to have no 
fear and the day he was sent out of the classroom but emerged 
a few minutes later peering through the little window above the 
door having climbed a step ladder that had been conveniently 
left outside, ensured his place in the class hall of fame. 

Perhaps our secondary teachers were in retrospect attempting 
to encourage a more mature approach to learning although 

this was missed on us as Miss MacGregor our Maths teacher 
wrote all the answers on the board before we had got around to 
writing out the question. Once the answer was up the working 
out seemed to us a pointless exercise! Mr Maclennan began 
each session with a speech about behaving in an adult manner, 
ensuring the teachers would in turn treat us like adults. The 
only problem was that we were only 13! Mr Maclennan was no 
doubt often let down in this regard.

Health and Safety issues were less to the fore and we enjoyed 
a less sheltered school life, seeing any unexpected events 
as comic relief provided there were no injuries to anyone 
concerned. The stories were many and in their telling we 
realised how much had changed in 45 years.

But as the night progressed the reason behind all those 
gruelling P.E stunts became clear as, when the first chords of 
a favourite chart hit in the 70’s/80’s was played by the band 
for the night, Catch 22, there was no evidence of creaky joints. 
Cloudy reminded us of his prowess on the dance floor on which 
even Fraochy made what I believe to be a rare appearance.

As always on those occasions you begin the evening with 
some anxieties and wonder how the hours will go by but as you 
leave you wish the time together had been longer, and so the 
Bacachs have pledged under the capable planning of Cloudy 
to organise another get together provisionally in November. So 
please if you didn’t make it to the Nicolson think about joining 
us in November as you were missed and after all we did live to 
tell the tale.

Chrissie Burr

Back School Secondary 2B, August 1976

Back row (left to right): Murdo ‘Mo’ Murray (mac Niall Alex Ruaraidh), Back; Innes Macleod (mac Peter Macleod), Gress; Alex Charles 
Maclennan (mac Jock agus Lilian), Gress; Kenny ‘Fraochy’ Stewart (mac Neil John Sìcheal), Vatisker; Murdo Farquar MacKinnon (mac 
Ruairidh Alan Alex a Hearaich), Tong; Iain Macleod (mac Shonnie Reachan), Coll; Alec John Morrison (mac Murchadh Mòr Harry), Tolsta

Middle row: Pat King (nighean James King is Doileag), Tong; Maureen Mackenzie (nighean Bill Mackenzie is Anna Màiri Dhòmhnaill 
Eachainn), Tong; Edith Ann Evans, Tong; Alison Macdonald (nighean Kenny Sgitheanach), Coll; Annie Margaret Mackay (nighean lomhair 
Ruaraidh Staoig), Coll; Kareen Macleod (nighean Neil Angus is Peigi Nullaig), Back; Ismay Macleod (nighean a Hiortaich), Tong; Erica 
Campbell (nighean Seondan an Uthailidh), Tong; Margaret Macdonald (nighean Ministear Tholastaidh), Tolsta

Front row: Mabel Murray (nighean mac a’ Chapair agus nighean Gheadaidh), Gress; Catriona Campbell; Tina Macdonald (nighean mac 
Phuileam), Tolsta; Alan Jackson, Gress; Joan Love (nighean John Love is nighean Thòlais), Tolsta; Ruth Roxburgh, Gearraidh Ghuirm; 
Anna Mackay (nighean Aonghais Caoidh is Maggie Ann), Tolsta
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When planning this year’s Caraidean holiday it was decided 
it was going to be a relaxing break, so you can imagine the 
puzzled looks when the following itinerary was distributed.
Mon: Rest day to recover from journey.
Tues: 10 am start. White-water rafting on the river Tay, fol-
lowed by a picnic lunch.
Wed: 10 am start. Rock climbing in Aviemore followed by a 
BBQ.
Thurs: 10 am start. Horse riding in the hills round Pitlochry. 
BBQ after cleaning out the stables.
A certain gentleman had been up to his tricks again!

On Monday, after a pleasant sail we were met at Ullapool 
by a coach from Spa Motors and had a leisurely journey to 
Dunblane Hydro Hotel, where, along with our room keys we 
were each given a ‘welcome’ gift of a bag containing a deli-
cious, large, hot chocolate, nut cookie. We were settled in 
the dining room at 6.30 when, suddenly, there was silence. 
Is it? It can’t be! It was - Ann McKerracher! What a lovely 
surprise! She had only the previous Friday decided to join 
us. As you can imagine there was plenty of chat at our usual 
post dinner gathering. Norman had an added surprise of a 
birthday cake, complete with candles.

Painted Ladies!

On Tuesday we had a trip to Blair Drummond Safari Park, 
where we drove slowly through the reserves seeing the 
animals close up. We especially enjoyed the lion family with 
the playful cub. Following a stroll round the smaller animal 
enclosures we went in to the sea lion show, revelling in their 
antics. During lunch three of the ladies slipped away to the 
Face Painting Kiosk.
“Do you do Grannies?” they asked.
“Yes,” was the reply.
When they re-joined the group they had ‘butterfly faces’, and 
each had a balloon aloft. What a laugh it caused! 

From there we went to Baxter’s at Blackford and, nothing 
daunted, the Butterflies trouped into the clothes shop there. 
It wasn’t very busy, so was quiet when they went in, but it 
wasn’t quiet by the time they left, as after a few odd looks, 
the other customers came to speak to them and enjoyed the 
fun.

The first stop on Wednesday was at the magnificent 
Dunblane Cathedral and Museum, then on to the Antique 
and Arts centre at Doune. There we had a light snack before 
enjoying a good rummage round the antiques on sale. It 
was then the highlight of the day, afternoon cream tea at the 
renowned Gleneagles Hotel, where a warm welcome await-
ed us. We were seated in the Terrace Suite with three tables 
tastefully set, definitely old world charm! We were served 

with a variety of scones and the most delicious cakes, and 
staff were on hand to attend to our every need. It was a real 
treat. They invited us to have a stroll in the grounds and 
wander round the Hotel shops before leaving. Unfortunately 
the goods were outwith our price range.

Caraidean Group

On Thursday we said farewell to Anne (she was flying back 
to Tenerife that day) before going to Falkirk where we went 
to the Wheel and enjoyed a sail between the Clyde and 
Forth Canal. The wheel, which is the only one in the world, 
is a magnificent piece of engineering and the brainwave of 
a Scotsman. It was very wet that day, so after lunch at the 
Wheel Centre it was decided to return to the hotel where 
some of the group took the opportunity to have pampering 
sessions at the spa such as head, back and shoulder mas-
sages. Very relaxing!

Friday and it was time for home. We had an hour’s stop at 
Dobbies, Perth, and time for shopping at Inverness, before 
heading for Ullapool and home.

Rev. Angus Alex and Helen enjoyed an evening’s visit from 
Rev. and Mrs Kenneth Cameron, in fact they joined us for 
dinner that night. Then another night Innes Macleod (brother 
of Flora Macleod, hairdresser) joined us for our post-dinner 
get together, and we thoroughly enjoyed his company.

The Falkirk Wheel

The holiday was voted a great success, but was marred by 
the absence of Alex John and Joan and our anxiety about 
him. They were both very much in our thoughts.

Finally we must thank Macbraynes, Lochs Motor Transport 
and Spa Coaches for the excellent service they provided, 
especially with regard to the problem of baggage handling. 
First Class all the way. Equal praise goes to the hotel: 
friendly staff, very comfortable, good food, lovely surround-
ings. Very much recommended.

Tong Caraidean
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Hebridean Equestrian Centre
Twenty something (!) year old Carol 
Ann Maclennan, one of several young 
entrepreneurs in our area, opened her 
riding centre in Outend Coll in 2009. 
Since then Carol has worked 24/7 to 
build up her business, which is the 
only fully licensed and insured riding 
school in Lewis. 

Carol has been fascinated by horses from an early age. Her 
father Dodie bought her first horse from the late Donnie 
(Mhochan) MacLean, Coll when she was aged 7. She has 
always been interested in horses and wanted to work with 
them. Carol did her training in a riding school on the main-
land where she had “hands-on training”. Her great grandfa-
ther, Dòmhnall Sheogaidh (23 Gress), had the last working 
horse in Gress, named Togo. 

Farrier James Matthews shoeing a horse at the Hebridean 
Equestrian Centre

The sport of equestrianism can be enjoyed to the full at 
Hebridean Equestrian Centre, whether you are a com-
plete beginner, an experienced rider or if you just want to 
improve your fitness levels.  Riders can range from the age 
of 4 years and upwards, and the oldest rider to date was a 
lady of 86 years of age, who was trying horse riding for the 
first time. There are a variety of horses and ponies provided 
at the centre which range from just 10 hands to 16.1 hands 
in height.

Riding lessons are given in the floodlit arena and trekking 
is provided on the local moors and beaches. During the 
school holidays and half terms Pony Camps are run for chil-
dren from the age of 6-18 and adults from 16 and upwards.  
During these camps riders will take part in a variety of activ-
ities such as riding lessons, jumping lessons, treks, beach 
rides, stable management lessons and games. There is also a 
Children’s club held at the riding school each Saturday.  The 
club is a 2 hour session and includes both riding and stable 
management tuition. 

There is a huge amount of time and effort that goes into 
looking after the horses at the yard.  They all have specific 
diets depending on their size, temperament and workload to 
ensure that they are kept in peak working condition for the 
clients.  Also a big part of horsemanship is to keep the hors-
es’ hooves healthy and in good working condition; as the old 
saying goes ‘NO FOOT, NO HORSE’. The stable’s Farrier is 
a young man, James Matthews, who travels all the way from 
Cambridge to Lewis every six weeks to shoe her horses and 
others owned by private individuals throughout the island. 
He shoes 100 to 120 horses over the week while he is on the 
island.

When we visited Carol’s riding school it was good to see so 
many young children in her school, some who were riding 
and others who were just there to familiarise themselves 
with horses. Others were there as volunteers helping Carol 
on Saturdays. 

Carol went on to say, “When I say it’s 24/7 I mean that. I 
own 11 horses and there are another six who are stabled in 
the school. By the time they are fed, groomed and exercised 
it’s a full time job. And I have very rarely been able to take a 
holiday or day off since opening. This year I hope to be able 
to take a few days off to compete in a few of the mainland 
shows.”

If you would like to find out more information on Hebridean 
Equestrian Centre or to make a booking please contact Carol 
either via her website www.hebrideanequestrian.com or by 
telephone.
Tel: 01851 820 550   Mob: 07717 767 747

BACK SUNDAY SCHOOL
On Saturday, 2nd June, Back Free Church Sunday 
School had its annual outing to Eoropie Play Park in 
Ness. This year two coaches were needed as the Sunday 
School was joined by parents and children from the 
church’s two Youth Clubs. 

A great day was had by all. The sun shone; the weather 
was fine and the good food prepared for the day was 
enjoyed by everybody.

A high point of the day was the appearance of Murdo 
Morrison, Church Officer, in goals for the boys’ football 
team; it’s not too late for a change in career Murdo!

Once again, the ladies and girls of the congregation were 
triumphant over the men and boys in the tug o’ war. This 
probably needs no further comment......

The day was rounded off with candyfloss being given to 
all the children present at the outing on their return to 
Back.

The Sunday School teachers would like especially 
to thank Roddy Macleod of Lochs Motor Transport and 
all who contributed to making the day a hugely enjoyable 
success.
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SGOIL A’ BHAC
News brought to you by the Press Gang: Stephen Maciver, 
John A Maciver, Kenneth Macleod, Mark Maclean and 
Fraser Macdonald 

Back School Successes at Local Mod by John Maciver
Back School Primary and Secondary pupils won 21 of the Mod 
competitions this year. They also won the Cuach for the high-
est number of marks in the Literary competitions and the S1/S2 
Drama Group won trophy for the best overall performance at 
the Mod Concert.

Congratulations to all those who took part and thanks to those 
who helped to prepare them for the Mod: Class teachers in 
Primary and Secondary and supply teachers Noel Eadie, Cath 
Fish; instructors Iain ‘Costello’ Maciver and Neil Johnstone; 
members of the community Catriona Stewart and Chrissie 
Smith, and Norman Smith and all the parents.

Back Primary Mod Winners: Maddie Kingston-Miles – 2nd 
Literacy (P1-3); Kitty Ann Maciver – 1st Recitation (age 5-6); 
Alison Graham - 3rd Recitation (age 5-6); Luke Macleod - 2nd 
Recitation (age 7-8), 3rd Solo singing (age 7-8); Cara Graham 
– 1st Recitation (age 7-8); Hannah Macleod - 1st Literacy 
(P4-5), 1st Precenting (Open Primary), 1st Conversation 
(Open Primary), 2nd Traditional Singing (Open Primary); Ewen 
Anderson – 3rd Prescribed Solo Singing (age 9-12); Calum 
Maclennan – 1st Sgeulachd (Open Primary), 2nd Conversation 
(Open Primary), 3rd Literacy (P4-5); Finlay Emmot – 2nd 
Literacy (P6-7); John Alasdair Bain - 2nd Prescribed Solo 
Singing (age 9-12), 2nd Sgeulachd (Open Primary); Gavin 
Marnoch – 1st Prescribed Solo Singing (age 9-12), 1st Fiddle 
U13; Abigail Maciver  - 3rd Precenting (Open Primary), 3rd 
Traditional Singing (Open Primary); Caitlin Mackenzie – 2nd 
Fiddle (U13); Leah Mackay – 3rd Recitation (age 9-12); Girls’ 
Choir (Primary) won the Unison Singing U13; Boys’ Choir 
(Primary) won the Unison Singing U13.

Back Secondary Mod Winners: Sgoil a’ Bhac won the 
Secondary Drama Competition and the Comhairle Cup for 
the overall best performance at the Mod Concert. Còisir 
Àrd Sgoil a’ Bhac won both the Unison and the Puirt a Beul 
Competitions. Àrd Sgoil a’ Bhac Folk Group won the S1-3 
competition. Catriona Bain – 1st Literacy (S1-2) and overall 
winner of the Secondary Literacy Competition, 1st Sgeulachd 
(Open Secondary), 2nd Prescribed Solo Singing (age 9-12), 
3rd Melodeon U13 and most improved player in the Loch a 
Tuath area; Mairi Maclennan – 1st Prescribed Solo Singing 
(age 13-15), 1st Traditional Singing (Open Secondary), 1st – 
Melodeon (age 13-18); Sharyn Ferguson - 1st Recitation (Age 
13-15), 2nd – Literacy (S1-2)

Final Whole School Assembly
The last whole school assembly was held on Thursday 7 June 
and led by S1 and S2 pupils. Pupils had prepared for the 
‘Celebration and Thankfulness’ assembly with Mrs Nicholson 
and Rev Macleod, who spoke to all the pupils who would be 
leaving the school about changes and new challenges. S1/S2 
sang, played the guitar and accordion and told the school what 
they felt had been special about their time in Sgoil a’ Bhac. At 
the end of the assembly, Ms Macdonald handed out Certificates 
of Achievement.

A Right Old Royal Tea by Mark Maclean S1A
Sgoil a’ Bhac celebrated the Diamond Jubilee by hosting a tea 
party. It took place in the school hall at two o’clock on Tuesday 
5 June 2012. The whole school attended and it was organised 

by the classroom 
assistants (Chrisell 
Macleod, Marina 
Macrae, Joan 
Etta Walker and 
Katherine Maciver). 
They decorated the 
hall and the tables 
with Union Jacks 
and photographs. 

There was tea, juice, 
cakes and scones 
with cream and jam. 
Under every plate 
there was a raffle 
ticket and several 
people won prizes. 
They had also 
arranged a game 
called ‘Pin the tail on 
the corgi’. Fraser Macdonald (S2) said, “It was delightful. The 
scones were excellent and the tea was brilliant.” 

Charlie Nicolson Cup Kicks Off by Kenneth Macleod S1A
The Charlie Nicolson Cup football tournament took place on 
Tuesday 5th June 2012 at the Smith Avenue Football Pitch. 
Back school managed to claim 3rd place after reaching the 
semi finals.

Sam Mackenzie said: “It went well until we saw Stornoway 
United then we knew that if they beat Laxdale Aces then we 
knew we would never beat them because they played a good 
passing game. I would just like to say, well done, Stornoway 
United on winning.”

The Back team consisted of: Sam Mackenzie, Joel Martin, 
Lewis Brett, James Mutch, Lewis Macleod, Seamus Macrae, 
Abbie Macdonald and Jamie Mackinnon from Tong School. 
Well done who all took part in the Charlie Nicolson Cup.

Elevate Dance Workshops
Primary pupils enjoyed dance workshops and a performance 
from the Elevate dance Company on Tuesday 19 June. 

Challenger Bus Visit
Pupils visited the Challenger Bus on 6 June and attended 
evening sessions as well.

S2 Win Rural Sports 
Back S2 pupils won the Olympic Rural Sports on 11th June. 
The team beat both Nicolson teams and those from Lionel, 
Shawbost and Sir E Scott. 

S1 came fourth in their group and P6, competing instead of P7, 
who were on their school trip, did well too. All the competitors 
were up early that morning to see the Olympic Torch relay and 
enjoyed the day.       

Healthy Working Lives – Silver Award
Congratulations to the school staff who have reached the Silver 
Award stage for promoting health at work. Staff members, led 
by HWL Co-ordinator Chrisell Macleod have been wearing ped-
ometers and competing in teams to see which team can walk 
the most steps over eight weeks.
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Primary pupils enjoying the Jubilee Tea

S2 Rural Sports Winners

Winners of Certificates of Achievement at June assembly

Primary Boys’ Choir
Hannah Macleod and Abigail Maciver with Precenting Group

Primary Girls’ ChoirPrimary Individual Mod Prizewinners

Secondary Mod Prize Winners
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TONG SCHOOL
Mod Success
Well done to all pupils who participated in this year’s 
Children’s Mod.  All participants showed real commitment as 
each one put in a great effort to learn their words and take 
to the stage.  Special congratulations to the following pupils: 
Daniel James Macdonald (P1) who was placed third equal 
for poetry recitation; Eilidh Ferguson (P4) who took third 
place for poetry recitation; Dulin MacLachlan (P5) who was 
awarded third place for poetry recitation; Shana Macphail 
(P6) who was awarded second place for poetry recitation; 
Charlotte Penman, Sophie Graham, Chiemene Macdonald, 
Caitlin Macdonald and Donna Maciver (P4/5) who were 
placed third equal in the Group Recitation Competition.

Rwentobo Cup
A team of six girls attended the Rwentobo Charity Football 
Cup Tournament at Laxdale School earlier this term. The 
event was organised by Laxdale P7 girls to raise money for 
a school in Rwentobo, Uganda. Sian and Shana (P6), Dulin, 
Donna, Joanna and Caitlin (P5) played together with great 
team spirit and had fantastic support from some of the Tong 
Mums! The fun tournament was played in fantastic sunshine 
and the girls’ football skills shone out almost as bright!  

Friendship Fun Day 2012
The school enjoyed yet another annual Friendship Fun Day 
this year and raised £1000 to be split between Save the 
Children and School Funds. Children, parents and friends 
of Tong School enjoyed the great weather, a barbeque, face 
paints, stalls, a gladiator and a bouncy castle. There was 
also a lovely raffle with many generously donated prizes. 
Many thanks to all those who helped to make the event such 
a success. 

Challenger Bus Visit
The children thoroughly enjoyed climbing aboard the 
‘Challenger 4’ bus to experience singing and interactive 
sessions with the dedicated team of volunteers who travel 
throughout Scotland.  The Nursery children and P1-3 were 
delighted as the story of Zacchaeus was brought to life via a 
puppet show. The older pupils also enjoyed their time on the 
bus and the P4/5 workshop on Olympian Eric Liddell linked 
in nicely with the current whole school Olympics project.

Record numbers of children (from the surrounding area) 
chose to attend evening and weekend events arranged by 
the team.

Olympic Torch 
The Olympic Torch Relay in Stornoway was an exciting 
prospect for the children, and the excitement grew as an 
interesting secret was revealed during the week prior to the 
relay: one of our parents was to be a torch bearer on the 
special day! Mr Keith Bray, dad to Krysta, Harry, Keith and 
Joanna, was selected as one of the fifteen-strong band of 
runners. Keith was nominated for the Olympic Torch Relay 
for the commitment shown last year when fundraising for the 
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation.  Keith (and partner, 
Calum Macleod) ran the London Marathon and raised an 
incredible £22,000. A large group of Tong School supporters 
gathered at 5.50 am on Monday, 11th June and set off in 
good spirits, ready to show our support and enjoy the morn-
ing ahead. After viewing some runners on Cromwell Street, 
the group marched up to the running track and stood in a 
prime position to cheer Keith on as he ran past bearing the 
torch.  As the final torch bearer, Keith then had the task of 

lighting the Olympic 
cauldron which could 
be seen on the podi-
um. The children were 
thrilled when Keith 
arrived at the school 
later that day (wearing 
his London 2012 white 
and gold track suit) to 
tell of his experience, answer questions and let those pre-
sent have a chance to hold a replica of the torch.  This was 
the highlight of the day.  Many thanks to Keith for involving 
the children in his special day.  

Staff also convey their sincere appreciation to the willing 
band of parental helpers who accompanied the children and 
then prepared and served a very welcome breakfast on their 
return to school.

Tong School’s Got Talent
Many rising stars took to the stage and entertained the 
large crowd with a variety of acts including singing, danc-
ing, magic tricks and comedy on 12th June.  Many thanks 
to judges Simon Scowl (DJ Macleod), Alesha Dixon (Rachel 
Kennedy) and David Walliams (Louis Macleod) for giving 
of their time and also Mrs Rogers (PE Teacher) for being 
the perfect host during a fun and informal evening. A heart 
warming rendition of ‘Blue Moon’ by Billy Don Campbell 
(P5) was judged Most Inspirational Performance and Ronan 
Sinclair’s perfect piano playing impressed the judges so 
much he was awarded the coveted Rising Star award.  Well 
done to all the children for developing original and entertain-
ing acts. 

P7 Tong, Tolsta and Back Social 
On 19th June Tong, Tolsta and Back P7 pupils came togeth-
er in Tong Community Hall for a social night. The 29 children 
played games, danced, shared some food and laughs! The 
night was a great opportunity for the pupils, who will be in 
S1 in the new Nicolson Institute together, to meet and start 
to get to know one another. The teachers all enjoyed the 
night as well. Thank you to all who attended and made the 
night a success. 

Triathlon
On Wednesday 13th June, the P4-7 pupils took part in a 
Triathlon event organised by Claire Scott, Active Schools 
Co-ordinator. P6/7 pupils took part in swimming and cycling 
while P4/5 tried out concept rowing and played games. All 
pupils took part in a fun run in the Castle Grounds. This 
gave pupils a flavour of the triathlon event which has been 
an Olympic Sport since the Sydney Olympics in 2000. This 
year’s triathlon will take place in Hyde Park. 

Elevate Springs Dance Company
The school was fortunate to have the Elevate Dance 
Company in Tong Hall on Monday 18th June.  The com-
pany conducted two dance workshops with the pupils and 
then gave a performance at assembly. One of the company, 
Jennifer Whytock from Back, was particularly delighted to 
be coming to the Loch a Tuath area so she could show her 
fellow cast members, from around the world, her Hebridean 
homeland.
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P7 Social

P4 and P5 on the Challenger Bus

The Elevate Dance Company in Tong Hall Grace with her Olympic Pride the Lion
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524

550 YEARS @ CHURCH STREET
32B CHURCH STREET

TEL/FAX:  01851 705048 OR 01851 820224
Email stornoway@btconnect.com

STORNOWAY
MEMORIALS
ADDITIONAL LETTERING

CLEANING ETC.
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From the 
Archives...
A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

10 YEARS AGO
The July/August 2002 issue reported on the Gress Jubilee and 
80th Anniversary Party which had been held on Gress machair 
to celebrate the Queen’s Golden Jubilee and to commemorate 
80 years since the Gress raiders had claimed the land from 
Lord Leverhulme. The issue also contained the article below on 
the re-settling of Gress in 1922. Upper Coll football park was 
now ready for play after being decommissioned for a period 
for improvements to be made to the pitch. The entrance to 
Back War Memorial was now marked by an engraved mounted 
granite block commemorating the unveiling in November 2001 
by George Graham (Seòras a’ Chran).

IN THE NEWS IN JULY/AUGUST 2002: 
2 July - Steve Fossett becomes the first person to fly solo 
around the world nonstop in a balloon.

9 July - Clydebank F.C. of the Scottish Football League Second 
Division become defunct after a takeover by the owners of the 
new Airdrie United club, who take their place in the Scottish 
league and continue the tradition of senior football in the town 
of Airdrie following the demise of Airdrieonians.

22 July - Rio Ferdinand becomes the most expensive player in 
English football when he completes his £29.1million move from 
Leeds United to Manchester United.

23 July - Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Wales, elected to be 
the successor of George Carey as Archbishop of Canterbury.

25 July - The Commonwealth Games, hosted by Manchester, 
are opened by the Queen. The event also marks the opening 
of the City of Manchester Stadium, which will host the games. 
It will be partly remodelled after the games are over in order to 
become home of Manchester City F.C. from August 2003. 

26 August – The first series of I’m a Celebrity... Get Me out of 
Here! begins on ITV1. 

Number one singles in July and August 2002 included Gareth 
Gates with ‘Anyone of Us (Stupid Mistake)’, Darius with 
‘Colourblind’ and Sugababes with ‘Round Round’.

NA GAISGICH (FROM THE JULY/AUGUST 2002 ISSUE)
It is eighty years since the village of Gress was re-set tled after 
years of struggle against successive landlords. Before the First 
World War the people were crying out for land on which they 
could build houses for their fami lies, and a few acres of ground 
to plant crops with which to feed them. Had Major Duncan 
Matheson, the proprietor at that time, not opposed the plans of the 
Board of Agriculture for Scotland in 1913 to create new holdings 
in Gress, the founding of the new village could have taken place 
nine years earlier.

In 1918, as we all know, Lord Leverhulme - a man who had no 
understanding of crofters and whose atti tude to crofting was 
hostile in the extreme - took over the island, thus allowing the 
confrontations and unrest to continue and making inevitable the 
raids of subse quent years. Despite Leverhulme’s intransigence 
the crofters prevailed, and in 1922 the Board of Agriculture for 
Scotland took over Gress farm.

Crofts were allocated by ballot, Leverhulme attempt ing to 
prevent the name of any raider being put for ward. His views were 
not taken into account and eigh teen of the Gress raiders were 
allocated crofts.

Back men who were allo cated crofts in Gress: Croft No. 1 Murdo 
MacLeod (Murdo); 2 Kenneth Ferguson (Goididh); 3 Murdo 
Murray (Murchadh Uisdein); 5 Murdo Graham (Murchadh 
Seònaid); 7 Allan Martin (Allan Tharmoid), later D. MacAulay, 

Breasclete; 8 Alex John MacDonald (Spring); 9 Alex Graham 
(Ailig Alasdair Bhig); 10 Roderick MacLeod (Roddy Dhòmhnaill 
Duinn); 11 Alex MacLeod (An Caolas); 12 Angus MacLeod 
(Aonghas Cheanaidh); 13 Murdo MacLeod (Murchadh Barrant); 
14 William Munro (Tuilibean); 15 Murdo MacIver (Sgaoisidh); 
16 Neil MacLeod (Ughlag), later Neil John Stewart; 17 Evander 
Ferguson (Elib); 19 Evander Ferguson (Iomhair Teel); 20 Donald 
MacLeod (Dòmhnall Beel); 21 Angus MacLeod (Aonghas 
a’ Bheel), later Alex Murray (Sheic); 24 Kenneth Morrison 
(Coinneach Saor), later Ailig Sheogaidh; 25 Donald MacLean 
(Crùbag); 26 John Murray (Iain Uisdein); 27 John MacDonald 
(Sgineach); 28 Roderick MacKay (An Cèic); 29 Hugh Stewart (A’ 
Heech); 30 John MacLeod (Iain Dhòmhnaill); 31 Alex MacLeod 
(Bobsaidh); 37 John MacLeod (Iain an t-Siaraich); 38 Murdo 
Graham (Am Beag); 39 Roderick MacDonald (Ruairidh Portar), 
later Tobhaid; 40 Murdo MacDonald (Prize); 41 Angus Graham 
(Sailor); 42 Angus MacLeod (Aonghas Cleòid), later Donald 
MacLeod (Dòmhnull Uilleim)

Tolsta men who were allo cated crofts in Gress: 4 John MacInnes 
(Iain a’ Bhrogga); 6 Hector MacMillan (Eachainn Cuagach); 18 
Donald MacIver (Cruthaidh); 22 Allan Murray (Allan Steam); 23 
Donald MacLennan (Dòmhnull Sheogaidh); 32 John MacDonald 
(Piain); 33 Donald Murray (Dònaidh); 34 John Morrison (Iain 
mhic Uilleim); 35 John MacDonald (Hector); 36 Murdo MacIver 
(Murchadh Chaluim); 43 Kenneth MacKay (Coinneach Staoig); 
44 Angus Graham (An Greusaiche)

In 1922 when the Board of Agriculture started to mark out 
the crofts they found that many of the men had already put up 
temporary dwellings. They were asked to leave these dwellings 
until the crofts were allocated. This they agreed to do and went 
back to where they had been living before. However, four of the 
raiders and their families had nowhere to go and so the Board of 
Agriculture put up four small corrugated iron houses for them 
near the Gress River at Back. These men were Murdo Graham, 
Donald MacLean, Allan Martin and Roderick MacLeod. When the 
land was apportioned out they erected these houses on their crofts 
until more permanent dwellings could be built. One of them is 
still to be seen on croft No. 25.

It is interesting to note that in this age of floating popu lations, the 
great majority of the crofts are still tenanted by descendants or 
relatives of the original crofters, and indeed, the great majority 
of the original houses are still in use, renovated, mod ernised and 
extended though they be. The com munity of Gress, re-estab-
lished eighty years ago, goes from strength to strength with the 
grandchildren of the raiders building new houses on the crofts and 
raising families of their own. Gress has always been a good place 
to live.

Times have changed and crofting has changed but we, the present 
inhabitants of Gress, ought never to forget the debt we owe to 
those strong, determined men of eighty years ago who strug gled 
to overcome prejudice and vested interests to ensure a better life 
and a better future for their people in this beautiful place.
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket 

Arrangements
Silk Dried Flower Arrangements

Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656



21

ON LEAVE

On leave recently were: Christina Campbell, WINS, 6 Vatisker; 
Isabella Macdonald, NAAFI, Church Street; Margaret Murray, WINS, 
52 Vatisker;  M J Murray, WINS, 21 Back;  Elizabeth Martin, WINS, 
63 Back;  Johanna Macmillan, ATS, 6 Gress;  Catherine Macaulay, 
WINS, 7 Gress;  Johanna Ferguson, WINS, 17 Gress;  Johanna 
Macdonald, WINS, 32 Gress;  John Maclennan, 42 Back;  Jessie 
Macinnes, WAAF, 4 Gress;  John Macinnes, RNR, 4 Gress;  Nurse 
Mary Macleod, 4 Back;  Murdo Maciver, RNR, 15 Gress;  Donald 
Macmillan, RNR, 35 Vatisker;  Neil Beaton, RNR, 40 Vatisker;  Ldg 
Seaman William Maclean, 42 Upper Coll;  Murdo Martin, RNR, 
58 Back;  Isabella Macdonald, NAFFI, Church St, Vatisker;  Annie 
Stewart, NAFFI, New Street, Back;  Angusina Beaton, ATS, 37 Coll;  
Kenneth Martin, RGA, 58 Back;  Kenneth Macdonald, RNR, 41 
Back;  Alexander Martin, RNR , 17 Vatisker;  Hugh Maciver, RNR, 
37 Vatisker;  Kenneth Campbell, RNR, 31 Vatisker;  Angus Macleod, 
1 New Park, Vatisker, Worcester Regiment;  CPO Alexander Macleod 
(Norman), Lighthill, Vatisker;  Donald Macleod, 45 Vatisker (Loco. 
Dept);  Murdo Macleod, 40 Vatisker, LMS; Murdo Maciver, RNR, 36 
Gress;  Katie Ann Maciver, WAAF, 48 Back;  Katie Bell Morrison, 
ARP, 10 Coll;  Mary Ann Ferguson, NAAFI, 2 Gress;  Johanna 
Nicolson, WAAF, 4 Back;  Nurse Annie Maciver, 36 Upper Coll;  
Donald Nicolson, RNR, 4 Back;  Kenneth Macleod, RNR, 20 Back;  
Kenneth Macleod, Wireless Operator, 49 Back;  Malcolm Macritchie, 
RNR, 47 Back;  Alexander Ferguson, RNR, Lighthill, Back;  Angus 
Macleod, RNR, 16 Upper Coll;  Murdo Maclennan, RNR, 15 Coll;  
Donald Murray, RNR, Catherine Hill, Vatisker;  Catherine Stewart, 
4 Vatisker, Ambulance Corps; Pte John Martin, 58 Back, Seaforth 
Highlanders;  John Macleod, RNR, 32 Back;  John Macdonald, RNR, 
9 Coll;  Malcolm Macdonald, 6 Coll, Merchant Navy;  John Maciver, 
RNR, 6 Upper Coll;  Pte Kenneth Maciver,  61 Coll, Black Watch;  
L/S John Mackay, RNR, 65 Coll;  Alexander Mackenzie, RNR, 44 
Coll;  PO Murdo Maciver, 11 Upper Coll;  Kenneth Macleod, RNR, 
35 Back;  Murdo Macdonald, RNR, 32 Back;  Lieut D R Mackenzie, 
RA, The Manse;  Ldg Alex Campbell, RNR, 8 Vatisker;  Hugh 
Maciver, RNR, 37 Vatisker;   D M Ferguson, RNR, School Road, 
Vatisker;  Alexander Ferguson, RNR, Lighthill, Back;  Catherine 
Macleod, WRNS, 46 Vatisker;  Nurse Annie Macleod, 66 Back;  
Elizabeth Macleod, ATS, New Street, Back;  Gunner Donald Maciver, 
RA, 46 Coll;  L/S John Morrison, RNR, 10 Coll;  CPO John Smith, 
Lighthill, Vatisker;  Murdo Macleod, RNR,  School Street, Vatisker;  
Alexander Maciver, RNR, 27 Vatisker;  Angus Macleod, RNR, 46 
Vatisker;  Norman Macleod, RNR, New Street, Back;  Donald Martin, 
RNR, New St, Back;  George Beaton, Wireless Operator, RAF;  
Murdo Campbell, Merchant Navy, 6 Vatisker; Donald Mackenzie, 
RNR, 51 Vatisker; Agnes Martin, WREN, 17 Vatisker;  Nurse Katie 
Mary Campbell, 6 Vatisker;  Catherine Macleod, ATS, 1 New Park, 
Vatisker; Colin Maciver, RNR, 37 Vatisker;  L/Seaman Norman 
Macdonald, RNR, 50 Coll;  CPO Norman Maciver, Outend Coll;  L/
Seaman Gunner Angus Mackay, 65 Coll;  L/Seaman Gunner Angus 
Maciver, 72 Coll.   Also at home was Donald R Murray, who was 
examined recently in code signals and passed 100%, being top of the 
class; Donald Roddy, was a medical student at Aberdeen University, 
before joining the Navy.  We congratulate him on his achievement.

WEDDING BELLS

A pretty wedding took place on the 15th July at 3 Back, the home of 
the bride, when Mary, only daughter of Mr and Mrs Malcolm Graham, 
was united in matrimony to John, eldest son of Mr and Mrs Murdo 
Macleod, 32 Back. Rev Roderick Mackenzie, Back, officiated.  The 
bride looked beautiful in a gown of white satin with a long veil held 

by a wreath of 
orange blossom.  
She was attended 
by Miss Christina 
Macleod, the 
groom’s sister, 
who was dressed 
in helio, with 
shoulder veil.  The duties of groomsman were performed by Mr 
John Graham, 41 Gress, cousin of the bride.  After the ceremony a 
large number of guests were entertained and the health and happi-
ness of the newlyweds was duly toasted.  Forty four congratulatory 
telegrams were read, and the happy couple also received numerous 
useful presents, including a large sum of money, all evidence of their 
popularity.  The groom serves with the Merchant Navy in peace and 
war.  We wish them every happiness.

OBITUARIES

We regret to record the death of Mrs Mary Morrison, 12 Vatisker, 
which occurred on the 30th June.  The deceased was born at Galson, 
in 1852.  Her father’s family, along with others, were cleared from 
Galson in order to make room for a sheep farm.  When she was 10 the 
family crossed the moor from the west coast of Lewis to the east and 
her father settled at 3 Back.  Mrs Morrison, who was a good neigh-
bour, was of a kind and friendly disposition.  She was confined to the 
house through age and infirmity for the last few years.  Her husband 
predeceased her a good number of years ago.  Of her family of 10, 
three sons and one daughter survives.

We deeply regret to record the death of Sgt Kenneth Macleod, 1st 
Battalion, Seaforth Highlanders, which occurred at Inverness.  The 
deceased, who was aged 37 years, served with his regiment for 19 
years.  He married Mary Ann, fourth daughter of Mr and Mrs Donald 
Macrae, 46 Vatisker, about 12 years ago, in Glasgow.  Thereafter he 
was instructor at Ullapool and Dover.  Later he was on various periods 
on foreign service in Palestine, Egypt, Hong Kong and Shanghai.  Sgt 
Macleod was the second son of Mr John Macleod, 3 Marvig, Lochs.  
His remains were brought to 46 Vatisker, and on the following day, the 
funeral took place to Gravir cemetery.  He is survived by his wife, one 
daughter and two sons.  

Donald Campbell, 2 Upper Coll, passed away at the age of 72 years, 
on 18th June.  Mr Campbell was well known, not only in the Back 
district but throughout Lewis.  He was an outstanding personality in 
connection with the settlement of ex-servicemen on the land after 
the 1914-18 war.  He appeared to be in his usual health until about 6 
weeks previous to his death.  His eldest son, Murdo, a merchant sea-
man and now a prisoner of war in Germany, was missing for a number 
of months before news of his safety was received and the period of 
suspense seemed to have affected Mr Campbell’s health.  He is sur-
vived by his wife, two daughters and two sons.

We regret to record the death of Mrs Mary Murray, 64 Coll, which 
occurred last month.  The deceased, who was aged 74 years, was con-
fined to the house during the last few months.  The sympathy of the 
whole community is extended to the sorrowing husband who is now 
widowed for the second time.

SUCCESSFUL STUDENT

George Macleod, the only son of Mr and Mrs Alex J Macleod, 63 
Coll, a student at the Nicolson Institute sat the Aberdeen Bursary 
Competition, in Inverness, in May and has been awarded a Mackenzie 

 BACK 
IN 

TIME

JULY/AUGUST 1942



22

IS COMING TO
THE ISLES OF LEWIS AND HARRIS

Monday 23 July 2012 – The Harris Hotel, Tarbert
Tuesday 24 to Friday 27 July 2012 – The Cabarfeidh Hotel, Stornoway

Monday 27 to Thursday 30 August 2012 – The Cabarfeidh Hotel, Stornoway
Call 0845 223 9224 for an appointment or for more details

OPTICIANS
SPECSAVERS

For more information about future visits to your area go to specsavers.co.uk/highlands
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Bursary of £60 tenable for 3 years in the Faculty of Arts.  The bursary 
is tenable for 4 years if he goes on to take an honours course.  We 
congratulate him on his success.

MISSING

Up to the time of writing, Mr Alexander Macleod, 8 Upper Coll, has 
had no further information regarding his son, John Murdo, a quarter-
master in the Merchant Navy, who is missing.  John Murdo was going 
out east as a passenger to join a ship.  The vessel on which he was a 
passenger was lost but it is hoped that he may have been taken pris-
oner by the Japanese.  John Murdo had previously been twice home 
on survivors’ leave.

TONG NEWS

REPORTED MISSING

It was little short of miraculous, considering the large number from 
this village on active service, that for fully two years after the first 
tragic village casualty, no war fatalities were reported.  Few parents 
in the island have had in those years of stress more reason for anxi-
ety than Mr and Mrs Angus Finlayson, 24 Aird, Tong, who have had 
four sons serving at sea since the outbreak of the war.  To that anxiety 
has recently been added great grief in the news that the ship on which 
their eldest twin son, Donald, has been serving is long overdue, and 
must be presumed lost.  Donald had had a few very harrowing experi-
ences before he was home on his last leave, including the torpedoeing 
and sinking of his ship.  A fine dutiful son, he was much esteemed in 
the village, and greatly loved by his parents and wide family circle 
of four brothers and six sisters.  That they should now be stunned by 
such bitter news is much deplored by the whole community, all mem-
bers of which hope, to quote the words of the shipowner’s communi-
cation, “that news may yet be received that the crew has been saved.”  

ON LEAVE

The following serving in HM Forces have recently been home on 
leave:- Malcolm Maclean, RNR, 19 Tong;  James Maciver, RNR, 33 
Aird Tong;  Miss Mary Murray, 2 Tong Park, WAAF;  Miss Kitty 
Macleod, 31 Tong, WAAF;  Seaman Angus Mackinnon, RNR, 22 
Tong;  Kenneth Maclennan, RNR, 4 Tong;  James Maclennan, MN, 17 
Tong;  Miss Eva Thompson, VAD, 32 Tong;  Neil Finlayson, PWR, 
27 Aird Tong.  In addition to these, several villagers are home on 
holiday from their work of national importance on the mainland, and 
from observation, it is obvious that most of the holidays are being 
usefully spent working on and about the croft.   Among the visitors to 
the village we are pleased to see Miss Kitty Macleod, the Mod medal-
list, who is spending some weeks in Tong with her mother and sister.   
Miss Macleod who is frequently “on the air,” in the BBC Gaelic pro-
grammes, played one of the leading roles in the British Council’s film, 
“Western Isles”.

BOY SCOUTS

The first Tong Troop of Boy Scouts is now a reality, and, judging 
by the enthusiasm of the members, it gives every promise of filling 
a long-felt want in the village, and provided the keen spirit of the 
members continues, there is no reason why it should not be a very fine 
troop in the near future. 

ON THE CROFT

Once again sheepshearing is over, no doubt much to the relief of own-
ers and sheep alike.  As transport is available (and weather permits) 
the crofters are getting their peats home to replenish their present 
dwindling stocks.  What a wealth of warmth and comfort for the long 
nights of the coming winter is stored up in those huge stacks of peat!  

Those crofters who usually take their peats home by Shepherd’s Lane, 
are likely to have to use the main road this year owing to the bad con-
dition of the surface of the lane, thereby adding several miles to their 
travels, unless something is done soon to make it usable.   Talk alone 
won’t repair it, action, speedy action, is what is required.  Perhaps 
if the state of the road was pointed out to the owners of the wagons 
which rumour suggests are responsible for its present condition, they 
might do something about it. Who knows!

Anyhow, it’s an idea. 

SHEPHERD’S LANE

Can there be any significance about the motorcar which was seen to 
spend a considerable time a few evenings ago, travelling Shepherd’s 
Lane?  It is possible that the condition of the lane, which we previous-
ly wrote about, has come to the notice of someone who can and will 
put it in a usable condition?  Time alone will answer these questions.

WOLF CUBS

There will be a meeting of prospective wolf cubs – boys between the 
ages of 8 and 11 – next Wednesday, 29th July, at the school at 6pm.  
All boys of this age are invited. 

Monthly Family / Guest 
Services

Tong Mission House
(With Crèche facilities)

***************

Next Service: Sunday 15 July 2012
Mr Thomas Davis

Everyone Welcome

Back Free Church of Scotland: A charity registered in 
Scotland no SCO38164

Summer Placement
Thomas Davis will be undertaking a short-term 
student placement in Back Free Church during 
July.  He will begin on Sunday 15 July and finish on 
Sunday 29 July and will have a structured preaching 
and pastoral visitation programme built into his 
placement.  Thomas has just completed his first year 
of divinity studies at the Free Church College.  We 
look forward to having Thomas, Una and the family 
back with us over this period.Alistair ‘Addie’ Stewart on the left, and his brother Norman ‘Nor’ 

Stewart on the right, with Kenny ‘Fraochy’ Stewart in the middle 
(from the late 1960s)
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BACK COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL NOTES
by Peter Urpeth on behalf of Back Community Council

AGM
The AGM of Back Community Council took place on 
Tuesday 12th June 2012 at Back School. 

Election of Committee
The following were reappointed to the committee: 
Chairperson: Catherine Ann MacArthur; Vice Chair: Calum 
Iain Graham; Treasurer: Joan MacLean; Secretary: Jane 
Matheson 

Minutes of the AGM held in September 2011 were agreed 
as a correct record.

Vice Chair’s Report 
Calum Iain Graham reported on a busy year for the 
Community Council which included the senior citizens’ din-
ner, which was thought by many to be the best ever. BCC 
had made donations to support, amongst others: Càirdeas 
and the Church Youth Group. BCC had continued adminis-
tration of funds for the skips in Back and Coll, and of funds 
for the maintenance of the toilet block at Brevig harbour.

During the year pressure had been maintained on Vodafone 
to ensure a good mobile phone service in the area and 
BCC’s constitution had been amended and updated.

Treasurer’s Report
Audited accounts for the year ending 31st March 2012 
were presented to the AGM, with income of £5221.88 
and expenditure of £5013.83 producing a small surplus 
of £208.05. These figures include the amounts that BCC 
receives (and spends) for maintenance of the skips at Back 
and Coll, the recycle banks and the toilet block at Brevig 
harbour. Other major expenditure included the senior citi-
zens’ dinner and the village floral displays. Donations to 
local groups totalled £700.

After the close of the AGM, a meeting of the Back 
Community Council took place.

Local Skips
With ongoing problems of the fly-tipping of commercial 
waste and the disposal of inappropriate domestic waste in 
the skip at Back, Iain Campbell, Campaign Coordinator of 
the Comhairle’s Zero Waste team based at Creed Park, 
gave BCC a very informative and detailed update. 

Both BCC and Zero Waste are working to try and ensure 
that this valued service can be maintained locally, but this 
can only be guaranteed if the skip is used as intended for 
disposal of bulky, domestic waste items - and not including 
ordinary bin rubbish such as food waste.  

Iain Campbell reported that during the peak, summer 
months the skip is being emptied up to three times a week 
and a lot of illegally dumped commercial waste is being 
found in the skips. This, at a time when Comhairle finances 

are stretched and services are being cut, means that proper 
payments for commercial landfill disposal are not being 
received. Iain also pointed out that many of the companies 
who are illegally using the skips to dispose of commercial 
waste are also offering customers ‘free’ fitting and installa-
tion services with the removal of replaced items, and are 
including the waste disposal costs in their ‘free’ offers. 

Given the location of the skips, and the need to keep costs 
as low as possible, monitoring is difficult. However, Iain 
Campbell confirmed that there will be increased vigilance 
of the skips and that spot checks of vehicles will be under-
taken on a random basis. BCC is also discussing options 
for publicly naming companies caught illegally disposing of 
waste in the skips. 

Everyone in the local community is asked to help and 
to remain vigilant, reporting any sightings of commercial 
vehicles using the skips to the Zero Waste team on 01851 
709900.

Iain informed us that those found guilty of fly-tipping com-
mercial waste in the skips can face fines of up to £40,000; 6 
months imprisonment and risk having their vehicles seized. 

The Zero Waste team also reported that they will be moni-
toring household waste bins for inappropriate disposal, and 
gave the meeting some examples of the kinds of items 
found in the bins that for reasons of decency we cannot 
reproduce here. Recycling of organic waste is also very 
important for the viability of the recycling plant and is a 
source of income for the Comhairle, with contamination 
of organic waste for recycling being a significant problem. 
Please only use the organic waste bins for food and garden 
waste.     

Recycling Bins
Blue and green recycling bins have been delivered to 
Outend Coll. Back and Tolsta areas will have bins delivered 
soon.

Drochaid Dhubh

BCC is approaching community service with a view to 
arranging repair and maintenance of the bridge, and BCC is 
to fund the costs of the materials needed.

An Drochaid Dhubh (the Black Bridge)
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All kinds of fencing
erected, including:

Stock fencing.

Wooden rail fencing.

Individually designed,
steel fabrication and
installation including:

Gates and fences.

Guard rails.

Braziers.

Any other metal
work requirement
for your home,
croft or business.

Local, affordable and
reliable - please call
for a free quote.

Kevin
Murray

01851 820789
07717 436375

Surfview Cottage

4 star self catering holiday 
accommodation situated in Aird 

Tong overlooking Broadbay. 

Sleeps six.

For more information contact Iain 
Macphail on 07833527643

or visit the website at
www.surfview-hebrides.co.uk

Violent Conduct on Local Buses
As reported in last month’s Loch a Tuath News, BCC has 
written to the Comhairle’s Chief Executive Malcolm Burr, 
seeking clarification of the Comhairle’s position on banning 
those found guilty of violent conduct on local buses. BCC 
has received acknowledgement of our letter from Malcolm 
Burr but we await a full reply. This is being followed up - 
watch this space.

Local Phone Book
We have had a very good response to the call for updated 
information. If you have not sent yours in yet, please com-
plete the form in this edition of Loch a Tuath news and hand 

it in to Gordon’s shop, or you can download or complete the 
form at our website:

www.backcommunitycouncil.wordpress.com

Coastal Erosion
Our local councillors reported the Comhairle’s Technical 
Services Dept. has been informed of the concerns about 
the significant erosion that has taken place by the Upper 
Coll road junction, and that this is now being monitored. The 
problem is not just that of sea erosion but also of the signifi-
cant impact on the dunes of wind erosion.  

Date of Next Meeting:
7.30pm Tuesday 28th August 2012 at Back School. All 
welcome. If you have any matter you’d like to raise please 
contact BCC via Chairperson Ann MacArthur or e-mail: 
backcommunitycouncil@gmail.comPlaque by the drochaid dhubh
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Back Community Council: Local Phone Book
Please cut this form out, complete it and return as per instructions below....

Dear Resident

The BCC would like to renew the local phone book as the last edition is now becoming out of date. With this in 
mind, we would like you to give us as many contact details as you would like – or, if you prefer, none at all – the 
choice is yours.

We expect it will take us a while to collate the information, and we hope to have a draft version available for 
checking before we print the final version.

When you have filled in your details please drop the letter into Gordon’s shop or phone us to arrange collection – 
call BCC Chairperson, Anne MacArthur on: 820418

We look forward to your response.

               ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Local phone book address / phone number entry form

Please complete in block capitals.

Name:    ................................................................................................................................

Family / Nickname:  ................................................................................................................................

Address & postcode:  ................................................................................................................................

    ................................................................................................................................

    ................................................................................................................................

Landline phone number: 01851 .....................................................................................................................

Mobile phone number:  07............................................................................................................................

e-mail address:  ................................................................................................................................

I would like all my details to remain ex-directory: (please tick)

Thank you,

Back Community Council

#
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Recently while I was away on 
the mainland, I was pondering 
as to what subject I could write 
on for the next issue of Loch a 
Tuath News, when, on passing 
allotments on the outskirts of 
Edinburgh, I stopped and spoke 
to one of the gardeners, enquiring 
as to how things were progress-
ing generally with the allotments.  
Sadly it was obvious that there 
was much neglect.  It was then 
that the gentleman directed me 
to allotments which had been 
opened three years ago in the 
Linlithgow area.

Following his advice I made my 
way to the said allotments where 
I witnessed a most impressive 
scene of well cared for and cultivated plots as far the eye 
could see.  This gardening scheme was the brainchild of the 
adjoining Garden Centre who owned this land.  I sought out 
the proprietress who recounted the origins of the scheme to 
me.

The land had originally been let out to a farmer, who grew 
cereal crops on it, but this generated very little profit for the 
Garden Centre. On hearing of a farmer in England who had 
converted some of his land into ten rented plots, they decid-
ed to test the market to see if there would be a demand for 
allotment plots so far out in the country.  The immediate 
response was astonishing with 200 applicants.  Planning 
permission was sought and granted for such a venture, so 
the land was divided into individual plots of 10m x 10m with 
each one individually fenced.  Each plot was provided with 
a 6’x4’ shed and water piped through to taps at strategic 
points within easy reach of everyone.  At present there are 
218 plots and the soil is of excellent quality, having been 
farmed over the centuries.

On entering the allotments, near to the car park, plots No 1 

and 2 belong to the Garden Centre in order to show not only 
what can be grown but the standard which can be achieved.  
Last year they introduced a competition which was judged 
by a member of the Beechgrove Garden and a cup award-
ed. The cost per year is £140 and a discount card is given 
to each plot holder for purchases in the Garden Centre.  No 
plot holder is allowed to plant either trees or hedges, though 
some of the sheds are colourfully decorated with their indi-
vidual slogans.  I was told that there are some excellent 
gardeners, which was obvious by the quality of the produce, 
and others, who had been brought up in flats and had never 
had a garden before, were keen to learn.  I must say I was 
most impressed with the whole arrangement.

Finally, a garden tip for anyone who grows Spring or 
Summer cabbages.  It’s an old gardening trick.  When you 
cut the cabbage head, leave the stalk in the ground and cut 
a shallow cross about 1/4” deep on top of the stalk.  A few 
buds will later appear below the cross and develop into cab-
bage heads by late Summer, which will prove to be just as 
good and tasty.

From the Poileagan

Anns a’Anns a’
ghàrradh...ghàrradh...

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £33.00 to M. A. Davidson, 3a New Street, Back, 
Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £33.00
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

ALLOTMENTS

Rouken Glen Allotment
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Back on Track
Once the last drip of whisky was drained from the ABC Cup 
it was back to league business for the boys in blue as they 
looked to regain a foothold on the climb to the top of the 
league after stumbling badly at Carloway.

Our opponents were Aths who were turning into real 
challengers for the league, so Iain Maclennan knew this 
would be a difficult match. Things could not have started 
better when Fraser Macleod looped in a Murray Macleod 
cross to put us in front, but by the time the applause died 
down it was all square, as ex-Bacach Chris Adams drilled 
the ball into the net. Both teams created several chances 
before Martin Maclean put us back in front before half time 
but yet again within a minute or two Scott Maciver had 
equalised with a great strike.

Back had the better chances in the second half but failed to 
take them as another two points slipped out of our grasp. 
The main highlight of the match was seeing young James 
Macleod take the field in the second half. For a young boy 
he has the look and touch of an experienced keeper well 
beyond his years, and could feature for Back for many 
many years to come.

With our early Highland Amateur exit, the only game left 
in May was a Jock Stein cup tie where we easily disposed 
of United by three goals to nil with Chris Macleod, Fraser 
Macleod and Martin Maclean getting on the score-sheet.

It was nearly two weeks later that Back resurfaced to take 
on Harris down in Tarbert. After a tricky start we managed to 
pile in the goals with the final score of 6-2 featuring no less 
than three own goals which is surely a record of some kind?

On the Wednesday we entertained United at Upper Coll 
again, this time on league business. This time the score 
was 4-1 but again the gulf in the two teams was more than 

the score-line suggests. A Murray Macleod free kick set us 
on our way although Kevin’s fresh air swipe was crucial. 
Martin Maclean then pitched in with a trademark run and 
shot before Kevin ‘Bloxy’ Murray notched a double with his 
first goal attributed to some excellent ball control.

Martin Maclean v United

The win against United took us back to the top of the table 
although Aths would soon regain top spot with a win, also 
against United but Iain Maclennan has to be pleased with 
the team’s performance in recent weeks where he has been 
able to rest players whilst still picking up the points. With 
Aths about to endure a fixture congestion this may turn out 
to be another example of his experience in managing the 
Back squad.

The only downside was hearing that young James Macleod 
broke two fingers in a Junior match but hopefully he can 
make a quick recovery. I would say ‘cross your fingers’ but 
that might just be a bit painful at the moment. 

Peter O’ Donnell

FOOTBALL SUCCESS
Many congratulations to the two Nicolson Institute girls’ football teams on their recent remarkable 
achievements. The junior girls’ team won the Girls under 15 Scottish Schools Cup and also the under 15 North 
of Scotland Schools Cup. This is the first time that a girls’ team from the Nicolson Institute have won the 
Scottish cup. The team is coached by Catherine Ann Macleod, whose mother, Joey (Eona) comes from Back. 
There are three girls in the team who are former pupils of Back School. They are Nicole Maclean (Coll), Isabelle 
Bain (Gress) and Eleanor Smith (Tong).  

The senior team also won the North of Scotland Schools cup for S4-S6. This team is coached by Jack Bain 
(Gress). Three girls who are former pupils of Back School also played in this winning team. They are Mairi 
Graham (Coll), Annabel Maclennan (Gress) and Louise Stewart (Coll).

Senior team Under 15 team
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Highland Dancing
Our Dancing Year So Far...

Holly, Ruth, Ailyn and I (Leah) all go to Sgoil a’ Bhac and we go to the Sharon 
Mackinnon School of Highland Dancing. This year we have competed in 
competitions in lots of different places, including Lewis, Harris, Uist and Inverness. 
We have won 58 medals in total this year. Ailyn has also won 5 trophies. We all love 
competing but the worst part is all the changing and, of course, the waiting!

The Inverness competition was very big so when we got there it was not what we 
expected.

Every Saturday night from 7.30pm the Lewis Pipe Band play in the town square. 
After they’ve played for a while Highland Dancers gather and do a few dances, then 
the pipe band play again. Everyone really enjoys the Pipe Band!

Our next competition is in August so wish us luck! 

Leah Mackay

Ailyn Mackay

Ruth Cunningham Holly Thompson Leah Mackay

Crispy Pork Belly with Caramelised Apples 
(Serves 4 people)

1.5kg (3lb 5oz) piece thick end belly of pork
1 tbsp rock salt
1 tbsp olive oil
3 sticks celery, trimmed and cut into chunks
4 red onions, peeled and quartered
1 butternut squash, peeled, deseeded and cut into large chunks
4 sage leaves
1 bulb garlic, 1 tbsp fennel seeds
3 dessert apples quartered and cored
Ask the butcher to finely score the skin of the pork for you.
Preheat oven to 170°C/fan 150°C/gas 3.

Push the rock salt into scored pork skin. Brush a smallish roasting tin with the oil and scatter in the celery, onions, 
squash, sage, garlic and fennel seeds.

Place pork skin side up over the vegetables and roast for 1 hour.

Reduce heat to 150°C/fan 130°C/gas 2 and cook for a further 3hrs 30 mins.

Scatter on apples and cook for a further 1hr.

Increase heat to 180°C/fan 160°C/gas 4 and cook for 30 mins until crackling is golden and crispy. Remove from oven, 
place meat on plate, cover and rest for 15 mins.

Meanwhile, remove garlic cloves from skin, mash flesh in a bowl and toss through the roasted vegetables. Serve the 
pork with the apples and vegetables.

This is delicious but you need to keep the vegetables quite large or they disappear with all the cooking. 

RECIPE
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The Sgoil a’ Bhac Secondary 2 Folk Group won their competi-
tion at the local Mod. Pictured are Alisha Mackenzie, Stephen 

Drummond, Sharyn Ferguson, Leanne Macdonald, Mairi 
Maclennan and Catherine Macdonald

The Sgoil a’ Bhac Secondary Drama Group won the Playlet 
Competition and were awarded the cup for the Best 

Performance at the Prizewinners’ Concert

Sgoil a’ Bhac Mod Litreachas Winners

Sgoil a’ Bhac’s Secondary Choir won both choir competitions

Isla Macdonald (Anderson Road) 
pictured with Keith Bray (Tong) and 
the Olympic torch. Isla is the grand-
daughter of Joan and Murdo ‘Bloxy’ 

Murray
Tong School give three cheers for the Olympic torch and torchbearer Keith Bray
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PRIMARY
LATN – Literacy Prize (Creative Writing): Leah Mackay
Vanessa Will – Salver GP1-GP3 (For use of Gaelic outside 
the classroom): Minnie Kingston-Miles, Kira Pearson and 
Luke Macleod
Vanessa Will – Salver GP4-GP7 (For use of Gaelic outside 
the classroom): Abigail Maciver
Citizenship Trophy - P4/P5 (Donated by New Community 
Schools): Sarah Mackenzie and Sandy Morrison
Minki Cup (Environmental Studies/Awareness P6): Finlay 
Emmott
D.J. Macleod Memorial Cup (for commitment to football): 
Lewis Macleod
‘Coilear’ Cup for Bible Knowledge in P7 (The Donald & Mary 
Stewart Cup): Abigail Maciver
Primary 7 Music Shield (Donated by Rev and Mrs I.D. 
Campbell): Gavin Marnoch and Caitlin Mackenzie
Gress Cup (Donated by Paul & Sheila White) The pupil who 
has made the most significant overall progress on Primary 7 
in citizenship and curricular areas: Sophie Graham
Art Trophy (The Alice Murray Memorial Prize): Lucy Stewart
Sports Champion - Boy (Lewis Carpet Centre Cup): Lewis 
Macleod
Sports Champion - Girl (Lewis Carpet Centre Cup): Abigail 
Macdonald
Boy Leadership: Jamie Morrison
Girl Leadership: Abigail Morrison

SECONDARY
LATN – Literacy Prize (Creative Writing): Rachel K Macleod
John Maclennan Memorial (Practical Excellence): Leanne 
Macdonald
Cuach donated by Back Senior Gaelic Choir (for overall 
contribution to the musical life of the school): Mairi 
Maclennan

Back Free Church Salver (for proficiency in Religious and 
Moral Education): Leanne Macdonald
Moley Cup for History (donated by Murdo Macdonald): 
Sharyn Ferguson
IURO Sgoil Cup (Gaelic – Learner): Katy Gilligan and Martin 
Beaton
Cuach Comataidh Craolaidh Gàidhlig (Gaelic – Fluent): Mairi 
Maclennan
Comrade Cup for Geography (donated by Murray Family, 
Coll): Leanne Macdonald and Catherine Macdonald
Martin Cup (Excellence in Computing Skills): Jonathan 
Henderson
CIB Services Cup (for proficiency in Mathematics): Martin 
Beaton and Jonathan Henderson
The Hebridean Award for spoken French (donated by The 
Hebridean Newspaper): Martin Beaton
Back Pharmacy Shield for Science (donated by Donald 
Taylor): Mairi Maclennan and Martin Beaton
Art Cup (donated by Nomie’s Bodyshop): Rachel K Macleod
The Stornoway Gazette Cup (for Excellence in English): 
Rachel K Macleod
S1 Boys Sports Champion: John Alexander Maciver
S1 Girls Sports Champion: Chirsty Graham
The Skye Cup – Senior Boys (donated by Kenneth 
Macdonald) S2 Boys Sports Champion: Stephen Drummond
The Orkney Cup – Senior Girls (donated by Mrs Reta 
Macdonald) S2 Girls Sports Champion: Mairi Maclennan
Citizenship Trophy (donated by New Community Schools): 
Rhys Pritchard
Leadership Cup – Girls: Leanne Macdonald
Leadership Cup – Boys: Martin Beaton
Dux (joint): Mairi Maclennan and Martin Beaton

SGOIL A’ BHAC PRIZEGIVING 2012

Prizewinners - June 2012
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TONG SCHOOL PRIZEGIVING
Eco-Schools Certificates: Hannah Macdonald, Lucy Macdonald, Elizabeth Moore, John Macleod, Euan Macdonald, 
Ross Beaton, David Macrae, Ronan Sinclair

Education City Certificates
Maths: P1 Sarah Macpherson, P2 Ewan Murray, P3 Harry Bray, P4 Adam Finlayson, P5 Caitlin Macdonald, P6 Jamie 
Mackinnon, P7 Ronan Sinclair
Language: P1 Sarah Macpherson, P1 Rosena Macleod, P2 Rianna Mckelvie, P3 Faith Macfarlane, P4 Eilidh Ferguson, P5 
Donna Maciver, P6 Sian Ferguson, P7 Euan Macdonald
Science: P1 Rosena Macleod, P2 Rianna Mckelvie, P3 Heather Macdonald, P4 Adam Finlayson, P5 Murdo Morrison, P5 
Billy Don Campbell, P6 Redigan Tombs- Harrison, P7 Ronan Sinclair
French: P4 Sophie Graham, P5 Dulin Maclachlan, P5 Donna Maciver

Attendance Certificates
Perfect: Keith Bray, Mark Morrison, Harry Bray, Heather Macdonald, Krysta Bray, Isla Buchanan, Sian Ferguson
Very Good: Freya Murray, Aaron Ferguson, Jason Beaton, Scott Murray, Charlotte Penman
Good: Adam Finlayson, Alexander Macdonald, Drew Maynard, Leona Morrison, Euan Macdonald, Shana Macphail, 
Redigan T Harrison

Mod Certificates: Naomi Graham, Daniel James Macdonald, Grace Macleod, Cailean Macdonald, Heather Macdonald, 
Krysta Bray, Eilidh Ferguson, Tori Mackinnon, Scott Murray, Dulin Maclachlan, Jason Beaton, Shana Macphail, Lucy 
Macdonald, Hannah Macdonald, Elizabeth Moore

Jump Start Certificates: All Of Primary 4, All Of Primary 5

Rugby Certificates: All Of Primary 6, All Of Primary 7

Walk To School Week: P1 Keith Bray, P2 Grace Macleod, P3 Maryanne Macphail, P4 Charlotte Penman, P5 Billy 
Campbell, P6 Aaron Macleod, P7 Ross Beaton

Sports Champions: P1 Girl – Edith Macfarlane, P1 Boy – Keith Bray, P2 Girl – Grace Macleod, P2 Girl – Rianna 
Mckelvie, P2 Boy – Cailean Macdonald, P3 Girl – Maryanne Macphail, P3 Boy – Harry Bray, P4 Girl – Krysta Bray, P4 
Boy – Drew Maynard, P5 Girl – Dulin Maclachlan, P5 Boy – Steven Macleod, P6 Girl – Sian Ferguson, P6 Boy – Ben 
Macmillan, P7 Girl – Elizabeth Moore, P7 Boy – Ronan Sinclair

Cycle Proficiency Certificates: All Of Primary 6

Rural Sports Certificates: Shana Macphail. Redigan T Harrison, Sian Ferguson, Elizabeth Moore, Georgie Macpherson, 
Jamie Mackinnon, Ronan Sinclair, Euan Macdonald

P7 School Leaver Certificates: All Primary 7 Pupils

Diligence Awards: P1 Alasadair Brett, P2 Cailean Macdonald, P3 Aaron Ferguson, P4 Krysta Bray, P5 Jason Beaton, P4 
Jamie Mackinnon, P7 Girl - Elizabeth Moore, P7 Boy - David Macrae

Religious & Moral Education: Euan Macdonald

Loch A Tuath Cuach: Lucy Macdonald

Computing: Ross Beaton, John Macleod

Academic Achievement Cup: Ronan Sinclair
Citizenship Cup: Hannah Macdonald

P7 prizewinners. Back row (left to right): Ronan 
Sinclair, Lucy Macdonald, David Macrae, Ross 

Beaton, John Macleod

Front row: Elizabeth Moore, Euan Macdonald, 
Hannah Macdonald
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Material for 
publication in the SEPTEMBER issue of Loch a Tuath News 

must be in before Wednesday 22nd August 2012

Pictured are some of those who took part in the Bethesda Bog Slog recently. Left to right: David Ferguson, Kathleen Ferguson, Isabelle 
Macdonald, Alex John Macdonald, John Murdo Ferguson, Donald Stewart, Rev Calum Iain Macleod and Dina Macleod. Missing from the 
photo are Kenny and Ishbel Maciver and Kenny Maclennan.

Back Free Church Sunday School Outing in Eoropie on Saturday 2nd June.


