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• The Village Vans  • Teachers and Adventures  • Back Youth Weekend  • School Entrants
Plus As na Bailtean, From the Manse, Back in Time, Anns a’ Ghàrradh and much more!

Three Cheers for 
Team GB!
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The views expressed in the Loch a 
Tuath News by named individuals, 
unless otherwise stated, are not 
necessarily endorsed by the LATN 
Editorial committee.

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: angusmorrison@ukgateway.net 
By post: 14 New Street, Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH 

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible.  If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the 
community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their 
free time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ 
of the district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 

If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal 
Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3 to cover cost and 
postage. 

FÀILTE
Welcome to the September edition of 
Loch a Tuath News. This month we 
have another range of interesting arti-
cles and photos for you. The Secondary 
Department of Sgoil a’ Bhac closed in 
June. Neil Murray made a speech at the 
school prizegiving at the end of the term 
and he has provided us with a copy of 
the script of his speech, with related pho-
tos. If it jogs any memories in our readers 
of times in Back School then we would 
be delighted to hear from you. We also 
have a very interesting and informative 
article about the many village vans which 
travelled round our district providing vari-
ous goods and services in years gone by, 
and there are fascinating photos of the 
vans and of some of those who became 
well-known characters in the districts of 
our island. 

Many of us enjoyed watching the Olympic 
Games in London on television last 
month and we hear from some in our 
community who were present in London 
at the time and the experience that they 
had whilst there. We also cross to the 
United States, and we have some pho-
tos provided by Peggy Morrison (Peigi 
Ulaigein), Detroit/Coll, showing the many 
Lewis emigrants who were present at her 
wedding in America in 1962. The schools 
are now back for a new session and we 

have photos of the new entrants to Back 
and Tong School. We also hear of the 
latest news from Back FC, who have 
been having another successful season, 
and we have news of the Back Youth 
Weekend which took place recently in 
Back Free Church Hall. We have a photo 
of another reunion which took place 
recently and there is a Just for Laughs 
section for some light relief! We also 
have a range of photos of local interest 
from different eras, including some class 
photos.

As well as all of that, we have our usual 
regular features too, such as As na 
Bailtean, From the Manse, Back in Time, 
From the Archives and Anns a’ Ghàrradh. 
Many thanks to those of you who have 
contributed to this month’s issue. Please 
keep these contributions coming and 
get in touch with us if you have anything 
which you think would be of interest to 
our readers. We are always on the look-
out for new material!

Cover photo: Kenny Maciver, pic-
tured with members of Team GB 
from London 2012. Left to right: 
Greg Rutherford (Team GB), from 
Milton Keynes, who won the gold 
medal in the long jump at the London 
Olympics with a jump of 8.31m; Kenny 
Maciver; Louis Smith (Team GB), from 
Peterborough, who won a bronze 
medal in the men’s team gymnastics 
and a silver medal in the pommel 
horse
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while they were both young. 

Peggy then moved back to the family 
home and nursed her invalid mother 
until she died. She then found work in 
the school canteen and moved house 
to Vatisker Park.

By nature she was a quiet person who 
got on well with her peers, her col-
leagues and the pupils in the school 
canteen where she served until retire-
ment.

Advanced years and deteriorating 
health necessitated a move to her 
daughter Anne’s home in Point where 
she was tenderly nursed to the end. 

To Peggy’s daughters Anne and 
Christine and their respective families, 
as well as to her brother Alex Dan and 
sister Maggie in Inverness, sympathy is 
sent at this sad time.

The Late Neil Maclean

Neil Maclean – Niall Mhurdigean as he 
was always known in his native village 
of Leurbost – passed away peacefully 
in Ospadal nan Eilean on 7th July. Neil, 
who was 87 years of age, and his wife 
Mary Anne, moved from Glasgow to 
70 Vatisker 21 years ago. When they 
first settled in the district they knew 
few people in the surrounding villages 
but they soon endeared themselves to 
many as a friendly and welcoming cou-
ple. Their usual pew in the church was 
seldom empty until age and illness took 
their toll. 

Neil was a gentleman in every sense of 
the word – a warm, 
quiet and unassum-
ing person. His war-
time experiences in 
the Merchant Navy 
appeared in the 
LATN, with those 
of others from the 
district, some years 
ago. After he was 
demobbed in 1947 
he rejoined the 
Merchant Navy, 
serving on banana 
boats to Central 
America. After ten 
years at sea he 
joined the Glasgow 
Fire Brigade where 
he served for 25 
years. Glasgow, he 
used to say, was nicknamed ‘the Tinder 
City’. He freely admitted that he found 
more danger in the fire service there 
than he did during the war. 

AS NA 
BAILTEAN

BACK / VATISKER
Bereavements

Several families in this area of the dis-
trict have experienced bereavements 
during the last few months of summer 
and we offer belated condolences to all 
of those who sorrow and feel the pain 
of parting with loved ones.

The Late Willina Anne Macleod

Mrs Willina Anne Macleod, a respected 
and well-known Buaile na h-Ochd sen-
ior lady, passed away at her home at 2 
Broadbay View on 19th June. She was 
89 years of age, the only daughter of 
Neil and Eric Macdonald, 2 New Park, 
Vatisker.

Before she, like a number of local girls, 
joined the war effort with the Wrens, 
she worked in the Bayhead Restaurant 
owned by ‘Annie John’. 

On returning home after the war she 
found employment as a Harris Tweed 
weaver. It was at that time she mar-
ried Angus Macleod – Aonghas Iain 
Choinnich Neill, 45 Vatisker. He, in the 
post-war years, continued to serve in 
the Merchant Navy until ill health made 
him leave. 

Willina Anne’s life was not without its 
sadness and sorrow. She was left for 
44 years as a widow, which at any time 
is not an easy responsibility. Several 
years ago she experienced the loss of 
her married daughter Anne. In all these 
adversities she was patient and placid 
and cheerful. 

We extend much sympathy to her 
two surviving daughters, Joan in the 
home and Etta married away, as well 
as to grandson Daniel and father at 13 
Vatisker.

The Late Peggy Mackay

Mrs Peggy Mackay passed away at her 
daughter’s home in Bayble, Point, on 
20th June. She was 90 years old and 
her death has severed yet another link 
with a past generation of Buaile Bhac 
lassies.

Peggy Phlangaich was born at 4 
Vatisker – one of five daughters of 
Alexander and Christina Stewart. As 
expected with a house of girls, Taigh 
Phlangaich was a favourite cèilidh 
venue. Peggy married Neil Mackay 
– Niall a’ Chèic, 28 Gress – and their 
two daughters were born and attended 
school from there until their father died 

The Maclean family experienced the 
tragic loss of their married daughter 
Ishbel thirteen years ago. To her fam-
ily, Neil’s widow Mary Anne, son John 
and family and to son Murdo and family 
much sympathy is sent.

Sympathy

Belated sympathy is also sent at 
this time of sadness to Iain Murdo 
Matheson, 11 Vatisker, on the death of 
his sister Norma in June. We send her 
husband and son, whose home is at 
New Shielings, Marybank, our condo-
lences.

Silver Wedding Anniversary

Sincere congratulations are sent to 
Dano and Catherine Macdonald, 45 
Vatisker, on the occasion of their Silver 
Wedding Anniversary on 10th July. 
Messages of good wishes for their 
future are being sent from friends, 
family and from all the pupils in Sgoil 
a’ Bhac, where Dano is the janitor. To 
mark the occasion the Macdonald fam-
ily holidayed in New York.

Birth of Twin Granddaughters

DA and Peggy Macleod, No. 4 
Broadbay View, are grandparents for 
the first time. Daughter Carolyn gave 

Happy Silver Wedding to Dano and Catherine Macdonald 
from all the family
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birth to twin girls, Lilly and Ava, on June 
23rd. Carolyn, who lives in Lenzie, is 
married to Lewis Scaramuccia, elder 
son of Peter and Mairi (Coffee Pot). 
Lilly and Ava are the 6th and 7th grand-
children for Peter and Mairi.

Lilly and Ava Scaramuccia

Engagement

Congratulations to Derick Macleod, 
son of DA and Peggy Macleod, No. 4 
Broadbay View, on recently becom-
ing engaged to Karen Maclennan 
who comes from Barra. Derick lives in 
Glasgow.

COLL
Engagement 

Congratulations to Lauren Ann, daugh-
ter of Norman (Simon) and Marina 
Stewart, 28 Coll, on her engagement 
to Thomas Miller of Dundee. We would 
like to wish you both all the very best 
for the future. 

Marriages

July was a very busy month for Coll 
weddings with three couples tying the 
knot. Murray Macleod, son of Sìne 
and Alex John, 17 Coll, and Aline 
Matheson, daughter of Shona and the 
late Murdo (Timber) wed in Back Free 
Church. 

D.J. Murray, son of Ina and the late 
Angus (Calloch), 13 Coll, and Carol 
Macleod of Shawbost were married in 
Shawbost Free Church. 

Stephen Macphail, son of Peigi Mairi 
and Malcolm, 52 Coll and Benside, and 
Viviene Macmillan from Perceval Rd, 
Stornoway, married in St Columba’s 
Church, Stornoway. 

We would like to wish all three couples 
all the very best as they settle down to 
married life. 

Ruby Wedding 

A wee birdie told us that that a couple 
from Coll celebrated their 40 years of 

wedded bliss. Congratulations to Finella 
and Duncan Macdonald, Fernbrae.  
Their family and Finella’s sister Murdina 
were home with them for this very 
special occasion. May you have many 
more happy years together.

Pictured is Callum Macdonald who lives 
in Glasgow with mum Christine and dad 
Angus James, the elder son of Duncan 

and Finella, 44 Coll. Callum was born on 
26 April 2012 and is Duncan and Finella’s 

first grandchild.

Sympathy 

Our sympathy goes to Mina and Angus 
(Cangan), 57 Coll, on the very sudden 
death in Habost, Ness, of her brother 
Angus Murray.

On Holiday

To all those who spent holidays at 
home with family and friends we do 
hope they had a nice time. I’m sure 
they were ever so glad they came to 
the island to escape the torrential rains 
on the mainland. Who needs to go 
abroad when we can sun ourselves in 
our own gardens? 

Students

We would like to wish all our students 
the best as they go back to start a new 
term with their studies. Also our wee 
ones and not so wee as they go back 
to school, especially all the new ones in 
the new Nicolson Institute in Stornoway.

GRESS
Bereavement

Arthur Malcolm Harrison of Taynuilt 
died peacefully in Lorn and the Islands 
Hospital, Oban on 6th July 2012, aged 
90.  He was the beloved husband of 
Dolina Munro (Dolag Tulliban, Gress) 
for 66 years.  He enjoyed many holi-
days in Gress over the years.  The 
friendliness that was extended to him 
on his frequent visits always made 
him feel at home.  He enjoyed being 

involved in the “taking home” of the 
peats.  Arthur was a talented artist and 
painted many of the beautiful land-
scapes in the Gress area.  He is fondly 
remembered by his family.

Get Well Wishes

We are all pleased to hear that Murdo 
(Butch) Mackenzie is making a good 
recovery after his surgery. We hope it 
will not be long till he is home again 
and back in circulation.

We also send our best wishes to Aneas 
Maclean as he continues with his treat-
ment in Raigmore Hospital. (Aneas is 
Christina Mackay’s son in law).

Our good wishes and every blessing go 
to Cathie Ann Macleod (Beinn Iomhair) 
as she prepares to go to hospital. We 
hope to see you home soon in good 
health.

We are pleased that Cathie (bean Iain 
Allan Hector) has recovered and is 
back at work again.

Welcome Home

Dòmhnall Bobshie left the village in 
1946 to do his National Service. He 
returned and then finally left in 1950 to 
work and settle on the mainland. He 
has now returned to live with his sister 
Ishbel Macdonald (31) and we wish him 
many happy years back in Gress.

Ruby Wedding

Congratulations to Richard and 
Catriona (Ghlen) Fairbairn on their 
Ruby Wedding Anniversary. They were 
married in Edinburgh on June 30th 
1972. They lived near Kelso where they 
brought up four sons, Matthew, John, 
Ross and David. They moved back 
home 10 years ago and now live in 
Gress.

Richard and Catriona Fairbairn
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Graduation

Congratulations to Coinneach Smith, 
son of Norman and Sandra Smith, 
Rivendell, Beinn Chailein, 7 Gress, fol-
lowing his graduation from Glasgow 
University on 29th June with M.A. 1st 
Class Honours in Gàidhlig, awarded 
with Distinction in Spoken Gàidhlig. 

Coinneach studied Gàidhlig, History 
and Celtic Studies during his first 3 
years, gaining the First Prize for 
Gàidhlig before going on to his 4th year 
Honours course.

Since returning home, he has had part-
time work with Radio nan Gaidheal in 
Stornoway, presenting the radio pro-
gramme ‘Rapal’.

Coinneach Smith

Home on Holiday

Regis, Lisa, Lewis and Emma Philippe 
were on holiday in Gress for a fortnight 
in August. They used to live at No. 
35 Gress but now live in Spain. It was 
lovely to see them back home. They 
all managed to catch up with old friends 
during their holiday, in addition to a spot 
of fishing! Haste ye back!

Birthday Congratulations

Congratulations to Seumas Iain (32 
Gress) on his 60th birthday.

Congratulations

Well done to four of our teenag-
ers in the village attending the 
Nicolson. Isabelle Bain won prizes for 
French, Gaelic and History, Danny 
Macleod for Physical Education, 
Robert Maclennan for Technological 
Studies, Danielle Macdonald for Art 
and Design Advanced Higher and 
Annabel Maclennan for Gàidhlig 
Fluent Speakers, Religious and Moral 
Education and for Gaelic and Scripture. 
Annabel is the Head Girl this year.

TONG
Condolences

We were saddened to hear this month 
about the death of two ladies who were 
brought up in the village.

Mrs Dolina Lambert (Finlayson), for-
merly 19 Aird Tong, passed away in 
England where she lived for many 
years with her husband. She returned 
to the village every year to the old 
home. We extend our sympathy to her 
husband Harold and their sons David 
and Iain and the extended family at this 
time.

Mrs Peggy Briggs (Macleod), formerly 
18 Tong, also passed away in England 
recently. We send our sincere sym-
pathy to her husband Joe and to son 
Brian and daughter Jeanette at this 
time. Brian’s twin brother predeceased 
his mother some years back. We 
remember their families and also the 
relations who still live in the village.

The Late Christina Macleod Temple 
(Contributed)

It is with a heavy heart we 
report the sudden death 
of Christina Macleod 
Temple, 78, on July 15 
in Clarkston, Michigan, 
USA.

She was the only daugh-
ter of ‘Madge’ Maciver 
Macleod (Megulin Iain 
Murchadh Ruaraidh) from 
Tong and Donald Macleod 
(Umhall) from Point.

Chris was married to her 
college sweetheart ‘Bud’ 
Temple, who preceded 

her in death. She is survived by her lov-
ing four children and their families and 
by her dear cousin Christine. We offer 
our condolences to them and her many 
friends.

Christina Macleod Temple

Chris was intensely proud of her 
Scottish roots. Although she made only 
one trip to Lewis in her early teens, she 
maintained family ties there through the 
years. 

She also kept lifelong friendships with 
childhood friends she knew from early 
years of the Lewis Society of Detroit. 
Many of us who share those close 
Lewis ties mourn the loss of this belov-
ed friend.

Newcomers to the Village

We welcome Murdo and Fiona Maciver 
to their new home at Athol House. We 
hope that they are settling in, and that 
they will be very happy here along with 
their children Ben, Rebecca and David. 
Murdo has connections with Tong as 
his grandfather was the late Murdo 
Maciver from 5 Tong Park.

Wedding Congratulations

Congratulations to Calum and Margaret 
Finlayson who were married on 27th of 
July in Stornoway. Calum (Bacon) was 
born and brought up at 16 Aird Tong. 
We wish them both many happy years 
together.

Graduation

Fraser Malcolm Little recently gradu-
ated from Strathclyde University with 
a Masters of Engineering (Distinction) 
Degree in Naval Architecture. Fraser, 
who is the grandson of Calum (Poman) 
and Mina Macdonald, Tong, was also 
awarded the John Blackburn Main 
Undergraduate Award from the Institute 
of Marine Engineering and the Reid 
Birrell Prize for the outstanding Naval 
Architect student. Fraser, who lives 
in East Kilbride, is commencing work 
as a graduate engineer with Babcock Jack Bain, Iain (Bunter) Macdonald and Regis Philippe 

with their catch after fishing at the Butt of Lewis
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International.

Fraser Little

Birthday Surprise

Following the Monthly Fellowship in the 
Meeting House there was a surprise in 
store for Rev Angus Alex Macdonald, 
who had recently celebrated his 80th 
birthday. Rev James Maciver, who 
was the guest speaker, presented Rev 
Angus Alex with a copy of Hudson 
Taylor’s biography ‘It Is Not Death 
To Die’ by Jim Cromarty. Mrs Helen 
MacDonald, who also celebrated a 
birthday recently, not her 80th, was 
presented with a beautiful bouquet of 
flowers by Mrs Christina (Teeni) Smith. 
A very appropriately decorated birthday 
cake was enjoyed by everyone during 
the usual informal fellowship in the por-
ta-cabin. We send both Rev Angus Alex 
and Helen belated birthday greetings.

Rev James Maciver making a presenta-
tion to Rev Angus Alex Macdonald

Rev Angus Alex Macdonald’s cake

UPPER COLL
Condolences

We would like to offer our sympathy 
to Ellie, Chris and family at No. 36 on 
the unexpected sudden death of Ellie’s 
father John. The Morrison family have 
been no strangers to bereavements 
in the last month or two as both Chris’ 
grandmother and Ellie’s uncle also died 
recently. 

Wedding Congratulations

Congratulations and very best wishes 
for a long and happy life together are 
extended to the popular proprietor of 
our local garage, Murdo Campbell, 
2 Upper Coll, and Mairi Macleod of 
Urquhart Gardens in Stornoway who 
were married on 6th July in Dingwall 
Free Church by the Rev K D Macleod.   

The reception was held in the 
Drumossie Hotel, Inverness.

Congratulations and best wishes also 
to Donald Finlayson Crichton of 21 
Swordale, Point and Lillian Macaskill, 
42a Upper Coll, who were married on 
Friday 22nd June 2012, at the Free 
North Church, Inverness. Rev Dr Iain 
D. Campbell officiated. A reception 
was held afterwards at The Drumossie 
Hotel. The couple will make their home 
in Upper Coll.

Engagement

Congratulations also to Alasdair 
Graham, son of Calum Iain (Duff) 
and Christine, 13 Upper Coll, on his 
engagement to Rachel Macleod of 
Berneray, North Uist. This happy news 
from Glasgow will go some way to help 
lift the gloom emanating from the Ibrox 
area at present! 

Donald Crichton and Lillian Macaskill

Murdo Campbell and Mairi Macleod
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The Olympic Games
It was an experience of a lifetime for many hundreds of thousands of us. It was 
an experience most of us are unlikely to repeat.

I spent five mornings broadcasting from the entrance to the Olympic Park in 
Stratford. I have known Stratford for 30 years. My brother used to live there. It 
would be an understatement to say that the area has been completely trans-
formed.

It was like being in a bubble for the week. The rest of the world was out there 
somewhere. The Olympic world was based on friendliness, co-operation, effi-
ciency, order, and optimism, qualities not normally associated with the capital 
of GB.

The cynics, myself included, had been dubious about the whole Olympic build-
up, and the vast expenditure at the expense of the rest of the country, but I had 
to confess that it was highly enjoyable, that that part of London has been com-
pletely improved, and that we saw all that was good about sport.

There was the drama of winning and losing although in some cases the 
achievement of taking part got lost in the hunt for the top places.

The winners gave us new role models. Most were people who had worked 
hard, had sacrificed much and had little of the riches of the professional sports-
men and women who usually grace our sports pages. The ones I met were 
refreshingly modest, and keen to credit all those who had helped them get to 
the top of their sport.

The forecasts of transport snarlups, long queues, threats to personal safety 
turned out to be unfounded. The many thousands of volunteers were a huge 
help as one sought to find one’s way around the place.

The legacy of the Olympic Games will take time to unfold. The experience of 
being present to see a little of what was happening was a thoroughly enjoyable one. 

But now it is back to the real world, and outside the bubble that was the Olympics we find ourselves with all the same problems 
and challenges we had before they started.

It was nice to smile for a fortnight. Who knows, the people of London might adopt it as the accepted mode for the future. Now that 
would be a legacy for themselves and ourselves.   

Kenny Maciver

London 
2012
This summer we spent 
10 days in London at the 
Olympics. We had an 
amazing time. We saw 
Sprint Canoeing and 
the Women’s Triathlon, 
which were fantastic. The 
atmosphere was electric, 
not only at the events but 
everywhere in London. 
We were surrounded by 
different nationalities; 
whilst we were cheering 
on team GB, everyone was cheering each other’s teams, waving their flags and having fun. It was so friendly, good natured 
and a real party atmosphere. We visited the live sites in Hyde Park and Potters Field, where we could watch other events 
on big screens.  Cheering Andy Murray to Gold at Potters Field near Tower Bridge was unforgettable. We even bumped 
into Jennifer Whytock from Back who was there watching too! How amazing is that?  Although our events were not in the 
Olympic Park we still visited there – wow, what a facility! 

The weather was good, the games makers were amazing and the organisation was fantastic. There were so many great 
things to see and do that we never had a dull moment. The Olympic trails in London were so interesting and we have 
numerous photos with Wenlock and Mandeville. We feel so lucky to have been part of a once in a lifetime event and have 
memories to last a lifetime. It was lovely to return home to the peaceful Isle of Lewis for a rest after such a busy two weeks. 

Jane Hartley-Oliver

Kenny Maciver at the Olympic Park

Tommy Macaskill (London), Kenny Maciver 
(Upper Coll) and Iain Macleod (Ness/London) 

striking a Usain Bolt pose

The Hartley-Oliver girls pointing to the Isle of 
Lewis on a UK map on London 2012 mascot 

Wenlock

Steve, Jane, Kate, Mia and Ruby Hartley-Oliver. 
Taken at Eton Dorney, Windsor, at the sprint 

canoeing
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FROM THE 
MANSE
Gratitude
‘one of them…turned back, praising God’’ (Luke 17:15).

Jesus healed ten lepers.  Only one returned to give thanks.  
The following are nine suggested reasons why the nine did not 
return:

‘One waited to if the cure was real.
One waited to see if it would last.
One said he would see Jesus later.
One decided that he had never had leprosy.
One said he would have got well anyway.
One gave thanks to the priests.
One said “Jesus didn’t really do anything.”
One said “Any rabbi could have done it.”
One said “I was already much improved.”’

I wonder if any of the above suggested reasons reflect our own 
attitude to thanksgiving.

Cicero once said that ‘Gratitude is not only the greatest of vir-
tues, but the parent of all the others.’

Many years ago, a well-known Christian in a small town in 
Scotland was afflicted with nasal Catarrh.  His surgeon, who 
was an ear, nose and throat specialist, operated on him suc-
cessfully.  His patient was so thankful and relieved that he sat 
down, after he had paid the doctor’s fee, and wrote a letter of 
thanks.  In a day or two he received a reply from the surgeon 
as follows: “I am going to keep your letter among my prized 
papers, as it is the first letter of thanks I have ever received.”

We would do well to give thanks to the Lord for the many bless-
ings Heaven imparts and we receive every day.  In ‘the barren-
ness of busyness’ we are in danger of overlooking the many 
good gifts that are ours every hour of every day - be it good 
health, friends and family, provision etc.  Let’s stop and pause 
to give thanks.  Let’s stand next to Paul for a moment today and 
give thanks to God for the ‘inexpressible gift’ of his Son Jesus 
Christ (2 Corinthians 9:15).       

Count your blessings, name them one by one;
Count your blessings, see what God hath done;
Count your blessings, name them one by one, 
And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done.

Calum I Macleod

Back
Sunday 2 September
12 Noon: Mr Iain Mackinnon  (Gaelic)
6pm:  Mr Ian Murdo Macleod

Sunday 9 September
10.30am: Rev Calum I Macleod
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod  (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 16 September
10.30am: Mr Iain Morrison
12 Noon: Mr TBC  (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 23 September
10.30am: Rev Calum I Macleod
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod  (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 30 September
10.30am: Rev Calum I Macleod
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod  (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 2 September
10.30am: Mr Ian Murdo Macleod

Sunday 9 September
6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon  (Gaelic)

Sunday 16 September
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 23 September
6pm:  Mr Neil Murray  (Gaelic)

SERVICE TIMES
A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services in 
Back and Tong during September 2012 are as follows:

Monthly Family / Guest Services
Tong Mission House (With Crèche facilities)

***************
Next Service:

Sunday 16 September 2012
Rev Calum I Macleod
Everyone Welcome

Back Free Church of Scotland: A charity registered in Scotland no SCO38164

Sunday School Outing in Eoropie in June. ‘Nenna’ 
Macleod, Rod Morrison (Glasgow), Calum Murdo 

Macdonald, Rev Calum Iain Macleod
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Teachers and 
Adventures
The following is the text of the speech made by Neil Murray 
at the Sgoil a’ Bhac prizegiving held on Wednesday 27 
June, which was the last prizegiving held before the closure 
of the Secondary department of Sgoil a’ Bhac.

My family connections with Sgoil a’ Bhac go much further 
back than when I came to “the little school on the hill” over 
70 years ago! I believe from a recent Loch a Tuath News 
article that my grandfather of the same name - Neil Murray 
(an Gobha) who was the blacksmith of this district - took the 
Headmaster at the time, about 120 years ago, to court for 
causing bodily harm to one of his sons! 

However, peace was restored through time as one of his 
other sons, my father, Seumas a’ Ghobha, and my mother, 
Mor, became school janitor and cleaner of the old school.  
When this school was built in 1966 they retired and my 
brother Angus took on the responsibility of looking after the 
new school.  

CHANGE OF THE OLD ORDER

I read recently that a true guide to the economic condition 
of any community is how the school children are dressed 
and behave in school.  Having visited Sgoil a’ Bhac often in 
recent months it is evident to any observer that the children 
are all living in a period of privilege which former genera-
tions knew not.  In spite of what is alleged in some quarters 
it can also be said that the Scottish Education tradition 
continues to stand us in good stead and offers an excellent 
foundation for further advances in many spheres of life.

Murdo Macleod, Headmaster of Back School 1931-1943

Things were not always as they are now. As we now, at the 
beginning of the 21st century, review the history of Back 
School and other island schools, we become aware of how 
they have all passed through great and important changes, 
many for the better.  For a short time we can consider how 
conditions and circumstances have changed dramatically.

In the years before compulsory education was introduced 

after 1872, matters were primitive and far removed from 
today’s standards. There was much poverty and destitution, 
in spite of the fact that the Loch a Tuath was renowned for 
its rich haddock fishing. The School log books that exist 
reveal very interesting details.  The schools were very poor-
ly attended; no-one would have got a certificate for perfect 
attendance in those days.  Schools were frequently closed - 
not for holidays but as a result of epidemics such as scarlet 
fever, measles, whooping cough and influenza.  

There were also duties which required children to be 
released from school; these included potato planting and 
harvesting, and herding sheep and cattle in the spring – all 
these chores meant time away from school! Little attention 
was given to health and safety or to personal hygiene, and 
sanitation caused little concern.

TRANSPORT AND DRESS

Transport, even from the farthest away places, was not pro-
vided until recent times and there are some adults living in 
Gress, Outend Coll and Upper Coll who remember walking 
all the way to school in all kinds of weather.  Most of you 
now arrive by bus and family car, all nicely turned out in 
your smart school uniforms. 

Mr Roddy Morrison, former teacher in Back Secondary, with 
his wife and children, pictured in Fidigarry, April 1967

In wintertime conditions were often very bad; not only would 
children arrive wet, cold and exhausted, having battled the 
elements but many would often be hungry as well.  In these 
days there wasn’t a choice of Corn Flakes, Coco Pops or 
Frosties for breakfast; this situation can be illustrated by a 
sad but true story told by an education officer who visited 
a Lewis school.  During the course of his visit he noticed 
that some of the children were vomiting water and when he 
asked the teacher what the cause of this was, the teacher 
explained that in order to ease their hunger the pupils drank 
water to excess all afternoon.

When we were preparing the recent Back School Exhibition 
we came across many class photographs, some from 
almost 100 years ago and the children appeared to be rea-
sonably well dressed – although many wore their father’s 
or brother’s clothes which were some sizes too big! I read 
recently about another inspector visiting an infant class and, 
as was customary, he asked the children questions.  Most 
of the children were eager to answer, jumping up from their 
seats with their hands held high but one boy stayed in his 
seat and sat still. His teacher explained that he was wearing 
his big brother’s trousers and in order to keep his freezing 
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bare feet warm he tucked them up into the seat of his trou-
sers and so couldn’t leap up to answer the inspector!

OF TEACHERS AND PUPILS

Up to the end of the 1960s and even later, school buildings 
were old fashioned, predictable and dull and at the recent 
exhibition here at Back School much was done to illustrate 
the changing times from the age of the slate pen and slate 
to the modern Smartboard.  In my days in Back School 
pencils and jotters were reserved for the higher primary 
classes and special occasions. For particular tasks ink nib 
pens were allowed and each double desk had a space for 
an inkwell, and therein lies a story!  The Headmaster, Mr 
Matheson, from time to time inspected the boys’ fingers 
to detect which of them did a very naughty thing called 
smoking, usually in the toilets at intervals!  One ingenious 
boy thought he would conceal the tell-tale yellow stains of 
smoking by dipping all of his 10 fingers into the inkwell!  The 
Headmaster during the inspection growled at him, “Have 
you moved on to cigars now?” 

Some time later the geography teacher Mr Morrison asked 
the same boy, “What separates Europe from Russia?” The 
boy didn’t know and was told, “Woodbine cigarettes and 
caramel toffees, I suppose.” Both of these were readily 
available at the Bùth Dhearg at intervals! 

Teachers fared little better in the early days of their profes-
sion with their salary or pay largely dependent on the ability 
of their pupils.  Their pay was set by the school inspector 
who often came to inspect unannounced and a poor class 
earned for their teacher a very poor salary! What do you 
think your teacher’s pay would be like, boys and girls, if it 
depended on how well you performed at school?  

In the early 20th century school boards came into being and 
their responsibilities included the appointment of teachers. 
When education was entrusted to councils, salaries were 
standardised at a national level and things began to improve 
remarkably.

Mr Alex Matheson, former Headteacher of Back School, and 
Mrs Matheson at the official opening of the new Back School 

in January 1967.

During my years at Sgoil a’ Bhac all the primary classes 
had lady teachers and a man called Murdo Macleod was 
the Headmaster for a time – he was an able English scholar 
and a good administrator but had a scathing tongue. It could 
be said of him that you could tell the day’s disaster in his 
morning’s face…

Mr Matheson, who later became Headmaster, and Mr 

Morrison from Ness, who taught in the secondary school, 
were both excellent teachers and both were also strict disci-
plinarians – “if severe at times, the love they bore for teach-
ing was at fault”.  Both were very interested in all aspects of 
school activities, especially football, and the football team 
between the years of 1949–52 won the Kemnay Cup on 
three successive occasions – quite an achievement.  It was 
a privilege and of great benefit to me to spend a year in the 
secondary department at Back School and I now pay a per-
sonal tribute to their memory.

Mr Roddy Morrison, who used to teach in Back Secondary 
School, pictured at a reunion in 2001

I too became a teacher many years ago and in the first 
school I taught in which was near Stornoway a young lad 
approached a teacher to report that one of the boys had 
said a bad word. “What did he say?” asked the teacher. The 
boy was reluctant to tell what the bad word was but he man-
aged to get out of it by saying to the teacher, “You say all 
the bad words you know and I’ll tell you when you come to 
it!”

SPECIAL MEMORIES

These are stories of school days gone by and the memories 
of a Grandpa – but the S1 and S2 pupils who leave Sgoil a’ 
Bhac in 2012 will also have special memories of teachers 
and adventures, many funny stories as well as the serious 
business which took place during your time in this school, 
the staff who have taught you and those who support school 
life from the classroom to the canteen and onto the sports 
field, and the special friendships you have made, many of 
which will last a lifetime.

Sadly, the memories of Back Secondary School will come 
to an end with these last S1 and S2 classes who, like many 
of us here today, have had the privilege to be taught within 
this excellent school. Many of us regret the closure of the 
Secondary School and have valued greatly the high stand-
ard of education, the community spirit and the stimulating 
learning environment which was provided within these walls 
and was evidenced by the splendid array of silverware and 
awards which regularly made their way up School Road 
over the years – a testament to a successful Secondary 
School and all credit to its staff and pupils. 

I wish all who are leaving Sgoil a’ Bhac this week my own 
sincere good wishes. I hope that in spite of the many 
distractions which will be present in the baile mòr of 
Steòrnabhagh that you will keep up the standards set here 
in Sgoil a’ Bhac and that you will work well and diligently 
and continue, like so many of your predecessors, to be 
good ambassadors for your community. Gach soirbheach-
adh is gach beannachd dhuibh uile. 
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Before the war, when very few people had transport going 
to town, doing your weekly shopping was difficult and so 
the vans came around the villages and the weekly shop 
was done on your doorstep. The vans came with grocer-
ies, vegetables, bread, meat and fish. There was no elec-
tricity in many houses, therefore there were no fridges, so 
food had to be bought and used immediately or salted.

The one and only horse drawn vehicle was that of Rob an 
Deucon (so named because his father Donald Smith was 
an Elder and Deacon in the High Church). The horse was 
named Tommy. Rob came from Laxdale and his house 
is directly opposite the Laxdale School. When the locals 
in Laxdale were looking for land to build a village hall 
no one would part with land. It was Rob an Deucon who 
gave them the land where the village hall is now situated. 
His son still lives in the house next door to his father’s 
original house. He remembers his father going to Tong 
beach to buy the flounders from the fishermen to sell 
them. Rob used to come as far as Back and many a school 
child had a ride in the cart. He was a small man and of a 
gentle nature.

Calum Steallag’s assistant Angus Macleod (Shader, Barvas), 
Tommy the horse, Robert Smith (Rob an Deacon), old Calum 

Steallag the smithy, pictured outside the smithy

In the 1940s Rob an Deucon had a white horse called 
Garibaldi. The horse was of unusual build. It was a tall 
horse but short of body, so short that when it walked its 
back legs caught its front legs. In view of this, the horse 
had to have special shoes to stop it from kicking itself. 
The Smithy had a half day on Saturdays and this particu-
lar Saturday Rob came with Garibaldi to have new shoes 
fitted. Steallag had fitted two shoes when news came that 
a boat was in the harbour with herring. Rob had paid for 
the four shoes to be fitted to the horse but when he heard 
about the herring he immediately made off with only 
two shoes that had been fitted. Rob collected the herring 
and went off on his fish-round, intending to come back 
to have the other shoes fitted on Monday. On Monday 
morning Rob went to collect the horse from the field 
but there was no sign of it. He looked everywhere with 
no luck. He made his way towards town via Coulregrein 
and Sand Street where he knew there were other horses, 
as he thought Garibaldi may have met a girlfriend over-
night, but there was still no sign of his horse. He was 

in Goathill Road, still carrying the bridle, when he met 
Angus MacLean who worked in the Smithy and was mak-
ing his way home for lunch on his bike. Rob asked him 
if he had seen Garibaldi and he told Rob that the horse 
had been in the Smithy since 8 o’ clock in the morning. 
The horse had come to the Smithy gate, stopped and saw 
the other horses that were waiting for shoes, and found 
an empty stall and went and stood in it awaiting his turn.  
Everyone wondered why he did not come on the Sunday 
but the horse must have realised it was his day of rest, as 
indeed it was Rob’s.

The first butcher van to come round all the villages was 
Kenneth Macleod who had a shop in Church Street before 
the war. His great grandson Willie now runs the shop.

Kenny Piper with the van boy

Coop Claymore Albion van, the same model as Francy had 
when he died 50 years ago. Photo taken 8th December 1958

The Co-op van was the first grocery van to come round. 
Their main shop was in Cromwell Street. Francis 
Mackay (Fringo) was a driver at one time and on the 8th 
December 1961 his van went off the road in the snow 
doing the round in Coll. Two ladies went to investigate 
and they found that he had died.

The following was written in Gaelic on the back of the 
Albion Co-op van: 

THE VILLAGE VANS
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Leòdhas agus na Hearadh
Sa Mhàrt 1936 dh’fhosgail a’ chiad bùth SCWS an 
Leòdhas ann an Steòrnabhagh. Sgrìobh an ‘Scottish 
Co-operator’:

An t-seachdain seo tighinn a’ chiad sheirbheisean co-
obrachaidh an Eilean Leòdhais. Chithear gur e togalach 
ùr tha ann air a h-uile dòigh agus nach eil leithid nan 
goireasan reic seo an àite eile ann an Eilean Leòdhais.

Lewis and Harris
In March 1936 the first SCWS shop opened in Lewis in 
Stornoway. The ‘Scottish Co-operator’ wrote:

Next week sees the first co-operative services in the Isle 
of Lewis. You can see that it is a new building in every 
regard and that the likes of these retail facilities cannot 
be found anywhere else in the Isle of Lewis.

Coop van

Another driver salesman was from Ness and nicknamed 
‘Tounian’.  He was a big man. His brother Jokey used to 
drive the lorry for Kenny MacLennan. The company was 
known as ‘Coinneach Innocent’. They were the agents for 
paraffin in Stornoway. He used to deliver to Mearag at 
No. 22 and to Alex John at No. 8 Gress. He drove a grey 
coloured lorry, which we believe was a Commer. Also 
driving the paraffin van for Shell Mex was ‘Murchadh 
Dearg’, Murdo MacLeod who came from Laxay and mar-
ried in Back. He first worked for Charlie Morrison and 
the franchise was taken over by Shell Mex who built 
tanks where they are now.

Shell lorry, left to right Donnie Mackay, Stornoway; Kenny 
Stewart, Vatisker; Donnie Chapman, Ranish; Murdo Mackenzie 

(Manager), Stornoway; Murdo Dearg Macleod, Back

Craggan’s main shop was by Laxdale Corner. Their van 
delivered to all the villages in Back. He made deliveries 
to most of the shops in the district, including Dòmhnall 
Sheogaidh’s shop in Gress and bùth Màiri in Brevig, for 
the villagers to buy the famous ‘Craggan’s’ biscuits and 
baking. These biscuits were about 4” round and pretty 
heavy on the teeth. They were absolutely delicious with 
cheese or crowdie and cream. 

Lipton’s main shop was in Cromwell Street and their van 
came round all the villages including Tolsta. Lipton’s car-
ried all sorts of groceries and vegetables. They were in 
direct competition with the Co-op. Loin was the driver 
and what a character. He had two fingers missing. This 
happened when he was involved with a shotgun accident. 
The old cailleachs always said he lost his fingers fiddling 
the till!

Lipton Mobile Shop

Uilleam Hannah’s father John had a butcher’s shop 
in Back. He was joined by his brothers, Seonaidh and 
Dolan. The first shop was at the end of the family home 
at No. 26. In the late 40s the new shop was built where 
the Back Pharmacy is now. Uilleam’s father died in 
1951. After he left school Uilleam joined the family busi-
ness as a trainee butcher. He graduated to driving the 
van (an Austin) for nine years. They had two vans on 
the road at the same time. Uilleam would be in Back on 
Tuesdays and Saturdays, and in Tolsta on Wednesdays 
and Fridays. His Uncle Seonaidh came round the villages 
of Coll, Tong and Gress once a week. Ishbal Bhobshie 
remembers walking to the shop from Gress on a Saturday 
and feeling so hungry on the way home that she ate the 
raw round flat sausage meat. It did her no harm! Meat 
was rationed in those days and would maybe only be 
eaten once a week! She also remembers going to the shop 
when the first bananas came in after the war. They were 
black, but like gold dust, and everyone wanted to buy 
one! When Seonaidh retired the shop and van was taken 
over by William Macleod (Willie Brown from Vatisker).

Norman Macritchie then had the shop and a van. The 
shop is where the old empty building is beside Paint a 
Pot. When he emigrated to Detroit Aonghas a’ Bhìlich 
took it over. He was Neil Murray’s father in law and his 
daughter Catriona would drive the van, as well as Alfred 
Kelly. They had the business from the 50s until 1967-8 
and it was sold on to Kenneth and Agnes Stewart (Upper 
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Coll). Catriona remembers that the ladies who came to 
the vans did not have baskets or bags. They would usu-
ally have their apron on and would put the messages into 
it and carry them into the house.

Uilleam Hannah’s father’s butcher van. Uilleam’s Uncle 
Shonny on bonnet, Uncle John Angie at the wheel. L-R front 

Iain a’ Phabaidh (23 Back), Uncle Dollan

Kenneth was working in the shop and Agnes learnt to 
drive and her first vehicle was this huge van! George 
(her son) was a toddler at that time and Agnes’s father, 
who was living with them, looked after him whilst Agnes 
was on the van. To begin with she had somebody with 
her driving, but this day he stopped the van and got out 
telling her to move over to the driving seat. He refused 
to drive any further. Agnes to this day remembers open-
ing the sliding door and sitting in the seat. She was told 
to drive back to the shop, which she did with her knees 
shaking! She then became the driver and twice a week 
she would come round the villages. This was a job she 
really enjoyed, meeting and talking to everyone. The 
business was then sold to Iain Cromarty (Tolsta). Iain 
tells us that the original shop was that of Katag Broon 
who had her shop in Vatisker. It was dismantled and 
erected as the butcher’s shop by Paint a Pot. Iain in turn 
dismantled it and it was put together by Iain a’ Chèic at 
his house in Tolsta. “If shops could travel”.

William Alex also had a butcher’s van that came round 
the villages. J and E’s had a van that only went around 
Coll and Back. Calum Sgiathanach had a shop in town, 
where Mackinnon’s Bakery is in Point Street and their 
van came round the villages. This van only sold bread 
and rolls. The bread was really tasty and many a boy had 
a pick out of the end before it was taken indoors.

The Outfitter’s van sold clothes and fishing equipment 
including expensive fishing knives. This belonged to 
James Mackenzie (Jimmy Sticky), who was an uncle of 
Harris Mackenzie who owned Mackenzie Mills, and a 
brother of Provost Alastair Mackenzie. Jimmy Ronald 
(junior) Sticky now runs the Harris Tweed shop in 
Bayhead. He tells us his grandfather, the original Jimmy 
Sticky, got the name after a horse kicked him and injured 
his knee. After that accident he had to walk using a stick, 
hence the name ‘Sticky’.  The van his father had purpose-
ly kitted out in beautiful varnished cabinets was a green 
Commer, registration No. KNM11.  It was fitted with a 
horn, which made a loud noise, and it played the first 
phase of Scotland the Brave to draw attention and bring 
the ladies out. He was travelling round during the 1950s. 
He also had a shop in Bayhead where the computer shop 

Techmobile is now. The van was big enough to sleep in. 
When he was in Harris he would take a lilo and sleep in 
the van. James Ronnie, his son, remembers an occasion 
when he was in Harris with his father and they stayed at 
the Rodel Hotel in the cabins at the back of the hotel. His 
father got up very early and went fishing before going on 
his rounds. He worked in the Bar at night to pay for their 
accommodation. A rota of visits was kept and in places 
such as South Lochs, Harris, and Uig he would be away 
for a few nights.

Murdo an Rudha and his cousin Colin Mackenzie started 
coming to the villages in 1963 (Murdo and Norman 
Macleod, Grocers). Norman took over from Colin and 
Murdo retired in 2007. There were many children going 
to his van for sweeties and tins of Creamola Foam. Quite 
a few of these tins went to London as they could not be 
bought there.

Willie Fish’s van was a familiar sight to all. Willie bought 
all the fish caught by the fishing boats in Gress and from 
Tormod Neilan in Brevig. Every so often the crews went 
to Uig and Lochs to collect mussels for bait; that was a 
great day for them as they all got well oiled.

Willie Maciver (Willie Fish) and his fish van. Photo taken at 
Gress Lodge

Willie’s fish van circa 1965 outside No. 36 Gress. Murchadh 
Lodge (Murdo Maciver) and Willie’s father Murchadh Chalum 

(36 Gress)

Calum Six also had a fish van and there was great rivalry 
between Willie and him. Willie always left Gress as the 
last of his daily round. By that time the fish was not in 
too good a condition and the Gress cailleachs would 
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complain. Willie of course knew he was the only one who 
dared coming to Gress as it was his patch.

Danny Ba Boo drove Johnny Og’s van. He delivered to 
the shops in Back and Tolsta. Danny was not a man one 
could get friendly with. However, a certain boy from 
Gress befriended him and he used to get a lift from him.

Dougie Maclean’s bakery shop was in Keith Street during 
the 60s. He also had a van coming round the villages and 
one of the drivers was Sweeton Campbell. He was bought 
out by Kenny Bullar and Willie Basher took over the 
round from Sweeton. Willie would give a lift to the girls 
from Gress when he was on his way home and they were 
going to Guides and Brownies.

Kenny Bullar from Tong had three shops and at least 
two or three vans. Kenny’s vans were up to date with 
health and hygiene. One of his vans was a half double 
decker bus which used to belong to Lagley, a Stornoway 
businessman who in turn hired it out to BEA (British 
European Airways). When Kenny had it fitted out, the 
bottom half was for groceries and the top half for cloth-
ing. It really was a ‘state of the art’ vehicle, ahead of its 
time. These vans were driven by Murchadh Jean and 
Angie Og. Mashy ran the shop. Many other local boys 
found their first employment with Kenny.

Kenny Bullar’s van

The Bank van visited all the villages. There was a loom 
in almost every second house and the weavers got their 
wages through the travelling bank.  Alasdair Neil John 
(Alasdair Stewart, formerly of 16 Gress) was for many 
years the driver. 

The bank van in a flooded North Beach car park

In the late 40s and early 50s Pakistani gentlemen with 

their suitcases full of sheets, towels and other linen would 
go from house to house. They were the first dark skinned 
people we ever saw and some children were quite scared 
of them. One has to give them credit as they humped 
their suitcase round all the houses. There were not many 
buses in those days. They would arrive on the first bus 
and catch the last bus to town. Changed days indeed. 

Fraser had a Dry Cleaning van (a Bedford), which visited 
the villages from 1956 until 1970. They also had a shop 
in Francis Street. The van called round Ness on Monday, 
Tolsta on Tuesday and Point on Friday. Roddy Fraser 
(son) drove the van for the last two years it was on the 
road.

Stag Bakery is still on the road but does not come as far 
as Gress. The mobile library also still visits the villages.

Stag Bakeries van

Mobile Library

As well as providing a valuable service, the village vans 
were an excellent way of receiving news and gossip in 
the days before telephones as they travelled all over the 
island to all the villages.

(Many thanks to all who contributed to this article).

LOCH A TUATH NEWS
We aim to be on sale at the outlets on the first Friday of 
each month.

Deadlines for 2012
October 2012 issue Wednesday 19 September
November 2012 issue Wednesday 17 October
December 2012 issue Wednesday 21 November
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TONG SCHOOL
New Entrants
Our ten new entrants are pictured. We are also pleased to 
welcome five new pupils into the school.  Noah Macdonald 
(P2) joined the school three weeks prior to the Summer 
holiday and Rebecca (P3) and Ben Maciver (P5), along with 
James (P2) and William Miller (P4), joined the school ready 
to start the new session. 

Farewell
We were sad to say goodbye to the Beaton family (Ross, 
Jason and Kian) at the end of last term. The boys will be 
missed within the school and we hope they pop in to visit 
the next time they holiday on the island.  We were delighted 
to hear of the boys’ elder brother, Martin, being named as 
Joint Dux of Back School. 

Changes to Staffing
Mrs Jenny Macleod (formerly P4/5 teacher and Principal 
Teacher within the school) has taken up a post in Uig 
School.  Staff and pupils wish Mrs Macleod every success 
in her new school.  We also add a sincere thank you to Mrs 
Macleod for the commitment, enthusiasm and dedication 
shown to Tong School during the course of four years. 

Pupils and staff warmly welcome Ms Josie Flett to Tong 
School.  Ms Flett taught in Sandwickhill School for fifteen 
years and we hope she has many happy years in her new 
school. Ms Flett will be teaching Primary Four and Five.

We also bid a fond farewell to Mrs Claire Beaton, Dining 
Room Assistant, at the end of last term as the Beaton fam-
ily moved back to the mainland due to work commitments. 
Although pupils and staff will miss Claire’s warm welcome 
and good humour in the canteen, we are certain her 

dedication and consci-
entious nature will be 
much appreciated in 
Raigmore Hospital.

Mrs Fiona Kennedy is 
our new Dining Room 
Assistant.  We hope 
Fiona enjoys her time in 
Tong School.  

Welcome back, Mr Macdonald
Pupils and staff are very pleased to have Mr Macdonald 
back with us again.  Mr Macdonald has recovered well after 
a recent operation and is happy to resume his post within 
the school.  Mr Macdonald was greatly missed and received 
a rousing welcome on his return to work.

We also thank Mr Murdo Maciver who covered Donald’s 
absence.  Mr Maciver enjoyed being with the children and 
worked diligently in and around the school. Many Thanks.

First Assembly
Thursday, August 16th dawned bright and beautiful, enabling 
the first Assembly of Session 2012/13 to be held outside.  
Pupils and staff shared their holiday highlights and it was a 
lovely introduction to the school for new pupils and staff.

Crunchy Cucumbers
Delicious cucumbers, grown in the school polytunnel, were 
sliced and ready for the pupils to sample on 17th August.  
The fresh cucumber was very tasty and all agreed it was far 
superior to those found in the supermarket!

Our Dinner Ladies, Anna and FionaMs Flett Noah Macdonald, P2

James Dean and William Miller Rebecca and Ben Maciver
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P1 Entrants

Ajay MohammedAjay Mohammed Cole SmithCole Smith Leon FergusonLeon FergusonKatie MurrayKatie Murray

Liam MacdonaldLiam Macdonald Owen MaclennanOwen Maclennan Ruby MacmillanRuby Macmillan

Samya GurungSamya GurungScott CampbellScott Campbell Shannon MaclennanShannon Maclennan

Highlands and Island Fire and Rescue Service
Free Smoke alarms!

The Highlands and Islands Fire and Rescue Service would 
like to carry out FREE HOME FIRE SAFETY CHECKS 
within your home. The purpose of the Home Fire Safety 
Check is to identify any potential risks of fire within your 
home which you may not be aware of.  As well as offering a 
Home Fire Safety Check we will give advice on prevention, 
detection and escape as well as discussing a fire action 
plan for your home and family.  We can also fit free ‘ten 
year battery life’ smoke alarms where needed.  By doing 
this we can reduce the amount of ‘call-outs’ we get and it 
also give’s us a better idea of the area.

Call free on: 08000 12 13 12

Acknowledgement from Mrs C Montgomery
Mrs Chrissie Montgomery, widow of Rev Alister 
Montgomery, former minister of Back Free Church, wishes 
to publicly acknowledge the congregation’s contribution 
towards the Memorial Stone for her late husband.

To the Minister and congregation of Back:

Words fail me in describing my thoughts on your beautiful 
memorial to Alister. I would like to thank you all for this 
token of your love and generosity.

From Chrissie and Donald John (Alister’s brother) 

Rev Alister Montgomery’s headstone
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524

550 YEARS @ CHURCH STREET
32B CHURCH STREET

TEL/FAX:  01851 705048 OR 01851 820224
Email stornoway@btconnect.com

STORNOWAY
MEMORIALS
ADDITIONAL LETTERING

CLEANING ETC.
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From the 
Archives...
A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

10 YEARS AGO
The September 2002 issue contained the following report from 
Gress Angling Association:

Good news to report! Following our last report, the Committee 
submitted a management proposal to the Stornoway Trust which 
outlined our plans to manage and improve the Gress River for the 
local community.

The proposal outlined how the fishing would be controlled, how 
permits would be made readily available, how we want to improve 
some of the obstacles in the river to make it easier for fish to run, 
how we want to find out as much as possible about how the fish 
are behaving in the river (where are they spawning, where are 
they feeding, when are they running), and how we will deal with 
other problems such as mink and poaching.

I am delighted to say that the Stornoway Trust approved our 
proposal, and have offered the Gress Angling Association the 
lease of the Gress River for an initial three year period, during 
which we can develop our long term plans for improving the 
river. This is great news, as it keeps the river in the hands of the 
local community and gives us all a chance to improve it for future 
generations.

IN THE NEWS IN SEPTEMBER 2002: The Government 
published a document entitled Iraq’s Weapons of Mass 
Destruction: The Assessment of the British Government, also 
known as ‘The September Dossier’. The paper was part of an 

ongoing investigation by the government into weapons of mass 
destruction in Iraq, which ultimately contributed to the 2003 
invasion of Iraq. The dossier contained a claim that “Saddam 
Hussein’s military planning allows for some of the WMD to be 
ready within 45 minutes of an order to use them.”
Popstars: The Rivals began on ITV1. The show would create 
two rival groups (one male and one female) who would 
compete against each other for the Christmas Number One 
spot on the UK Singles Chart. Girls Aloud ultimately beat One 
True Voice to the Christmas Number One slot.

Tony Blackburn was voted the winner of the first series of I’m a 
Celebrity... Get Me out of Here!

Number one singles in September 2002 included Atomic Kitten 
with ‘The Tide is High (Get the Feeling)’, Pink with ‘Just Like 
a Pill’ and Will Young and Gareth Gates with ‘The Long and 
Winding Road’/’Suspicious Minds’.

Golden Wedding
On 31st March this year my husband 
Callum Morrison and I celebrated our 
50th wedding anniversary. As I’ve 
spent a lot of time visiting Coll I thought 
these photos might be of some interest. 
Callum was well known in Back as he 
stayed with his aunt, Mrs Matheson, in 
the schoolhouse for the years he was 
going to the Nicolson. I met him when I 
went to school there as well when I was 
thirteen and spent a year in Lewis. 

I thought the wedding photos might be of some interest as all in the wed-
ding party had Lewis connections and are mostly from the Detroit area. 

Peggy Morrison (Peigi Ulaigein)
Peggy and Callum Morrison’s wedding on 
31 March, 1962, with Peggy’s parents John 

and Agnes Maciver (Ulaigean is Agnes 
Chalum Ishbel, Coll)

Calum and Peggy Morrison, 
Golden Wedding Anniversary

Peggy and Callum Morrison’s wedding, 31 March 
1962. All those with Lewis connections (left to 
right): Norman Macphail (Tormod an Boise), Doune 
Carloway; Murdo Martin (Murdo Solid), Lighthill, 
Back; Peggy Ann Finlayson (father was Donald 
Sketch, Tong; mother was Ishbel Solid), Detroit; Bill 
Maciver (Billy Ulaigean), Southfield MI/Coll; Callum 
Morrison (mac Aonghais Chalum Doileag, South 
Bragar; Peggy Maciver (Peigi Ulaigein), Southfield/
Coll; Christina Graham Hack (father was Aonghas 
Phiggo and mother was Ishbel Aonghais a’ Bhiol), 
Coll/Back, Chicago; Angus Gillies, Lionel, Ness / 
Windsor, Canada; Catherine Macaulay (father was 
Murdo, Point; mother was Peggy Ruadh, Coll), 
Detroit; Donald Macleod (Dòmhnall Pickwick), Coll/
Stornoway
Seated: Janice Mackenzie (father was from Lochs), 
Detroit; Isabel Macmillan, (father was Spiro, mother 
Mary Teacher, both from Tong), Detroit



20

Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket 

Arrangements
Silk Dried Flower Arrangements

Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656
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ON LEAVE

On leave recently were:- Norman Campbell, RNR, 6 Vatisker;  
Norman Campbell, RNR, 8 Vatisker;  John A Russell, Scots Guards, 
1 New Park, Vatisker;  Andrew Sutherland, RNR, 58 Back;  Malcolm 
Maciver, RNR, Outend Coll;  Malcolm Mackay, RNR, 65 Coll;  
Evander Mackay, RNR, 65 Coll;  Pte John Angus Mackay,  Pioneer 
Corps, 65 Coll;  Norman Macleod, RNR, Outend Coll;  Kenneth 
George Macleod, Outend Coll;  Angus Macleod, RNR, 47 Vatisker;  
from the Merchant Navy – James Macmillan, 35 Vatisker;  Jack 
Macleod, 9 Coll;  Kenneth Murray, 23 Coll;  Donald Macleod, 20 
Gress.  Nurse Chirsty Mary Campbell, 11 Vatisker;  Nurse Catherine 
Ann Morrison, 30 Upper Coll;  Mary Ann Ferguson, WRNS, 2 Gress;  
Annie Macdonald, WRNS,  5 New Street,  Back;  Donald Maciver, 
RNR, 36 Gress;  Alexander Stewart, RNR, 29 Gress;  CPO Neil 
Mackay, 28 Gress;  John Graham, RAF, 9 Gress;  Murdo Macleod, 
RNR, 10 Gress;  John Maclennan, RNR, New St, Back;  Alex 
Maclennan, Royal Engineers;  Finlay Macleod, RNR, New Street, 
Back;  Donald Mackay, RNR, 53 Back;  Johanna Mackenzie, NFS, 46 
Back;  Gnr Murdina Macmillan, ATS, 26 Back;  Donald Mackenzie, 
RNR, 26 Back; John Mackenzie, Merchant Navy, 26 Back;  Neil 
Ferguson, RNR, 19 Gress;  Kenneth Macaulay, RAF, 7 Gress;  
Norman Campbell, RNR, 6 Vatisker;  Norman Campbell, RNR, 8 
Vatisker;  Kenneth Campbell, RNR, 11 Vatisker;  James Macmillan, 
Merchant Navy, 35 Vatisker;  John Morrison, RNR, 10 Coll;  Kenneth 
Macdonald, RNR, 61 Back;  Alexander Graham, RNR, 41 Gress;  
Murdo Graham, RAF, 41 Gress;  Agnes and Peggy Ferguson, WAAF, 
2 Gress;  Angusina Beaton, ATS, 37 Coll;  James Beaton, RNR, 37 
Coll;  John Macdonald, RNR, 9 Coll;  Norman Macinnes, RNR, 4 
Gress;  Donald Macinnes, RNR, 4 Gress;  John Macleod, RNR, 27 
Upper Coll;  Murdo Macaulay, 2nd Officer, Merchant Navy, Outend 
Coll.

THE LATE MRS CAMPBELL

We deeply regret to record the death of Mrs Annie Campbell, 2 Upper 
Coll, which occurred recently.  The deceased, who was aged 73 years, 
had been in indifferent health for the past few years, but appeared to 
be no worse than usual until a few days previous to her passing, and 
the end came unexpectedly.  Mrs Campbell was an intelligent woman, 
a kind and good neighbour.  She was predeceased by her husband 
less than two months ago, and is survived by two daughters and two 
sons.  The eldest son, who served in the Merchant Navy is a prisoner 
in Germany.  The sympathy of the community is extended to the 
bereaved family in their great loss.

OBITUARIES

We regret to record the deaths of two pious women which occurred 
recently in this district.  Mrs Johanna Graham, 31 Back, aged 79 
years, died on the 22nd August.  Mrs Graham was confined to the 
house through old age and infirmity for the past few years.  She is 
survived by her husband, two daughters and one son.  Mrs Annie 
Macleod, 40 Vatisker, died suddenly in the early hours of Thursday 
morning, 3rd September, aged 79 years.  She is survived by 3 daugh-
ters and 2 sons, a number of grandchildren and great grandchildren.  
The eldest son in an official of the LMS Railway, and the youngest is 
settled in Australia.  Mrs Graham and Mrs Macleod were both mem-
bers of longstanding in Back Free Church Congregation.  By their 
walk and conversation in life, they were recognised by all who knew 
them as Mothers in Israel.  The sympathy of the community is extend-
ed to the bereaved families.

HAPPY 105TH 
BIRTHDAY

Mrs Isabella 
Macleod, 13 
Vatisker, cel-
ebrated her 105th 
birthday this 
month.  She is up 
every day, but her eyesight has failed within the last few weeks and 
she is now almost totally blind.  Otherwise her health is good and she 
still retains a clear memory, back to the days before there was a road 
between Gress and Tolsta.  Widowed 29 years ago, she has two daugh-
ters and one son, 15 grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren.  Mrs 
Macleod was born in North Tolsta.  She is probably the oldest woman 
in Scotland.  She led a very active life and lived on plain, wholesome 
food.  She has required medical attendance only 2 or 3 times through-
out her long span.  She is a very kindly neighbour, not only in word 
but in deed.

SAD NEWS

It has now been established that John Murdo, 3rd son of Mr and Mrs 
Alexander Macleod, 8 Upper Coll, has been lost at sea.  John Murdo, 
who was aged 26 years, was home twice on survivor’s leave.  Two of 
the ships on which he was serving have been torpedoed.  He was a 
quartermaster in the Merchant Navy and was a passenger on an east-
ward bound vessel going to join a ship when the vessel was sunk.  He 
was a promising young seaman and very popular with all who knew 
him.  The sympathy of the community is extended to the bereaved 
family in the loss of a dutiful son.

TONG

ON LEAVE

The following have recently been at home on leave:- Evander 
Finlayson, RNR, 24 Aird, Tong;  Miss Chrissie Thomson, ATS, 4 Tong 
Park;  George Maciver, MN, 21 Aird, Tong;  Angus Maciver, RNR, 33 
Aird, Tong;  Donald Maciver, MN, 21 Aird, Tong;  Donald Maciver, 
(Canadians), 5 Tong Park.

 BACK 
IN 

TIME

SEPTEMBER 1942

Malcolm Murray, 38 
Upper Coll (Calum 
Chalain), taken in 
1943 whilst in the 
RNR
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IS COMING TO
THE ISLES OF HARRIS AND LEWIS

Tuesday 18 September 2012 – The Harris Hotel, Tarbert
Monday 24 to Thursday 27 September 2012 – The Cabarfeidh Hotel, Stornoway

Call 0845 223 9224 for an appointment or for more details

OPTICIANS
SPECSAVERS

For more information about future visits to your area go to specsavers.co.uk/highlands
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The Final 
Countdown
Where do I start? How about another cup suc-
cess? After edging out Aths in the Jock Stein Cup 
semi-final, Back went on the rampage against 
Ness in a one-sided affair at Goathill Park. After a 
Kevin ‘Bloxy’ master class, which was unbelievably 
ignored by those picking the man of the match, 
Back added the Jock Stein Cup to their season’s 
haul. The 5-1 score-line was thoroughly deserved, 
with a Martin Maclean double and a by now oblig-
atory Fraser Macleod strike adding to Kevin’s two 
goals to send the fans home happy.

Our league form picked up pace as we went on 
a six game unbeaten stretch before facing Lochs 
in a crucial match at Upper Coll. The stretch, 
which included a 5-2 crushing of West Side, would 
normally have readied the Blues for a crack at 
the Lochies but the impending vows of Murray 
Macleod had robbed us of his and his brother’s undeniable tal-
ents and the re-shuffled side went down 2-1.

Some thought that would have brought our challenge to its 
knees but you can never write off Back and we stormed back 
into contention with some scintillating displays and defeated 
both Carloway and Aths to put ourselves back on top. The Aths 
game in particular was a nail-biting affair, which was settled 
very late on by, who else, Fraser Macleod. 

With two games to go Back sit on top, ahead of both Aths and 
Lochs, with a healthy goal difference thanks in no small part 
to Fraser Macleod hitting 8 in the 12-0 thrashing of Harris. 
Macleod can now sit alongside Back greats such as Murdo 
‘Bloxy’ and Nero but he just missed out on the legendary 
Piseag’s record of 9 goals scored in a single game.  

There are only a few weeks of the season left and, although 
we missed out on the Eilean an Fhraoich Cup, to have two tro-
phies in the bag and still be contesting the remaining three after 
we beat Ness 3-1 to reach the Co-op Cup final shows that the 
season is already a great success and a testament to all those 
involved in the club. 

Martin signs for Brora Rangers
There was only mild surprise when the news came through 
that Martin Maclean had signed for Brora Rangers, as those 
of us who have watched him come through the ranks at Back 
Football Club have always known that he was bound for bigger 
things.

Martin Maclean in the colours of Brora Rangers

From his first senior outing back in 2007, Martin has always 
shown a composure and maturity in his game that bode well 
for the future. It was hoped that this step would have happened 
a few years ago but everyone at Upper Coll is nonetheless 
thrilled after hearing the news.

Not least Brora Rangers Manager Andy Macleod who was 
delighted to sign Martin. He said, “Martin is a real find, he came 
over and played against Stirling Albion and was outstanding. 
We had no hesitation in offering him a contract, it is a huge 
commitment in terms of travelling but Martin was positive and 
we are delighted to give him this opportunity.”

Martin has signed a short term contract to allow him time to 
be sure that all the travel involved does not interfere with other 
commitments, not least his ability to shine for ninety minutes 
every Saturday. 

Martin, who has already featured for Brora in two Highland 
league games, is gradually building up his match fitness to 
that of his team-mates, who include ex-Inverness Caley Thistle 
stars Stuart Golabek and Richie Hart.

Brora captain Steven Mackay said, “Martin came in and played 
in our pre-season game against Stirling Albion and really 
impressed everyone with his work rate and was comfortable on 
the ball.”

That won’t come as a surprise to those who have watched 
Martin over the years and I’m sure they all wish him every suc-
cess for the future and hope that he takes the Highland League 
by storm just as he did in Lewis and Harris.

Peter O’ Donnell

Ross Hall keeps his eye on the ball versus Aths

Jock Stein Cup winners. Back row (left to right): David Macleod, Iain 
Maclennan (Manager), James Macarthur, Stuart Smith, Colin Macleod, Fraser 

Macleod, Chris Macleod, James Macleod, Martin Maclean, DJ Macdonald
Front row: Andrew Maciver, Murdo Maclennan, Kevin Murray, Jason 

Macleod, Ross Hall, Murray Macleod, Andrew Macleod
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SGOIL A’ BHAC

Pictured is Miss Catriona Stewart with the 
Sgoil a’ Bhac pupils who were in her last 
P1 class before she retired. These pupils 
were also in the last Secondary 2 Class 

in Sgoil a’ Bhac and Miss Stewart popped 
in to see them and wish them all the best 

as they left Back School at the end of 
term in June. Pictured (left to right) are: 

David Ferguson (Gress), Sharyn Ferguson 
(Vatisker Park), Mairi Maclennan (Gress), 

Annmarie Macdonald (Coll), Miss Catriona 
Stewart, Catherine Macdonald (Upper Coll) 

and Leanne Macdonald (Coll).

The new entrants 
to the EP1 class

The new entrants 
to the GP1 class

Sophie Alloway-Mudd is our new Probationer 
Teacher. She teaches English P3, 4 and 5 

classes and will be with us for the next year.



25

All kinds of fencing
erected, including:

Stock fencing.

Wooden rail fencing.

Individually designed,
steel fabrication and
installation including:

Gates and fences.

Guard rails.

Braziers.

Any other metal
work requirement
for your home,
croft or business.

Local, affordable and
reliable - please call
for a free quote.

Kevin
Murray

01851 820789
07717 436375

Surfview Cottage

4 star self catering holiday 

accommodation situated in Aird 

Tong overlooking Broadbay. 

Sleeps six.

For more information contact Iain 

Macphail on 07833527643

or visit the website at

www.surfview-hebrides.co.uk

Back School Primary 4 1971-72 
Back row (left to right): Annie Margaret Mackay, Iain Macleod, Murdo ‘Cloudy’ Macleod, Alec Charles Maclennan, John Murdo ‘Fergie’ 
Ferguson, Kenny ‘Fraochy’ Stewart, Norman Graham, Iain Kennedy
Middle row: Alison Macdonald, Christina Macdonald, Anna ‘A’ Macdonald, John ‘Johnny’ Macdonald, Murdo ‘Mo’ Murray, Alan Jackson, 
Donald ‘Tac’ Maclean, Ruth Roxburgh, Kenina Maciver
Front row: Nellie Macleod, Anna ‘B’ Macdonald, Murdina Mackay, Christine Campbell, Margaret Maciver, Mabel Murray, Chriselle 
Macdonald, Kareen Macleod
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The Dipper
During a recent children’s address in the church, to illustrate 
his message, the Minister spoke of a waterfall which he had 
visited.   He casually remarked on the presence of a little bird 
around this particular waterfall, though it was not the focal 
point of his address.  Nevertheless, this bird, though it was not 
mentioned by name, is one of our most fascinating and elusive 
native birds and if you wish to see it, you will only find it where 
there is fast-flowing water, such as around streams, shallow 
river beds and waterfalls.  This is the natural habitat for a dip-
per - a white-chested, though colourful, dumpy bird, slightly less 
in size than a starling.  If you notice a bird standing on a rock 
or a stone in the middle of a fast-slowing river, bobbing up and 
down, you are looking at a dipper.

Why does this bird favour fast-slowing water when it does 
not have webbed feet?  Because it finds all its food under-
water.  This remarkable bird will walk into the water or dive 
underneath it, even walking against the fast-flowing current, 
using its powerful legs.  It can also fly under water, using its 
short wings.  So what we have here is a remarkable swimmer 
that doesn’t have webbed feet!  It feeds on tadpoles and living 
organisms which are carried downstream by the fast-slowing 

current and lodge on and between the stones - hence there is 
no shortage of food.  Seemingly it’s a wonderful sight to see 
a dipper rising out of the water with a beak full of food to feed 
its young.  No doubt the one the Minister saw would have 
been nesting behind the waterfall.  The last one I saw was at a 
stream in Tolsta. So look out for this rare song bird, the dipper!

Contributed

JUST FOR LAUGHS
The following statements were written by children who were 
asked questions about the Old and New Testaments. They 
have not been retouched or corrected. Incorrect spelling has 
been left in. 

In the first book of the bible, Guinessis, God got tired of creat-
ing the world so he took the Sabbath off. 

Adam and Eve were created from an apple tree. Noah’s wife 
was Joan of Ark. Noah built an ark and the animals came on 
in pears. 

Lot’s wife was a pillar of salt during the day, but a ball of fire 
during the night. 

Sampson was a strongman who let himself be led astray by a 
jezebel like Delilah. 

Samson slayed the Philistines with the axe of the apostles. 

Moses led the Jews to the Red Sea where they made unleav-
ened bread which is bread without any ingredients. 

The Egyptians were all drowned in the dessert. Afterwards, 
Moses went up to Mount Cyanide to get the ten command-
ments. 

The first commandment was when Eve told Adam to eat the 
apple. 

The seventh commandment is thou shalt not admit adultery. 

Moses died before he ever reached Canada. Then Joshua led the Hebrews in the battle of Geritol. 

The greatest miricle in the Bible is when Joshua told his son to stand still and he obeyed him. 

David was a Hebrew king who was skilled at playing the liar. He fought the Finkelsteins, a race of people who lived in Biblical 
times. 

Solomon, one of David’s sons, had 300 wives and 700 porcupines. 

St. John, the blacksmith, dumped water on his head. 

The people who followed the lord were called the 12 decibels. 

The epistels were the wives of the apostles. 

One of the oppossums was St. Matthew, who was also a taximan. 

St. Paul cavorted to Christianity. He preached holy acrimony which is another name for marraige. 

Christians have only one spouse. This is called monotony.

A bird which landed in Maggie Macleod’s hen run in 
Gress a couple of months ago. Can anyone identify it?
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We truly have experienced a warm, dry and sunny Summer, 
latterly free from any strong winds.  Growth was slow 
to begin with, but the ground is now warmed and well 
watered.  The dry weather also kept the slugs under cover 
and the midges away.

This is the time to take cuttings from shrubs and bushes by 
making clean cuts at the node, the point on the plant stem 
from which the leaves grow. Cuttings need not be more 
than 6 inches long and dipping the stem in rooting powder 
will help the rooting process.  The escallonia hedge roots 
well from cuttings and, should you be starting a new hedge, 
choose the heavy leaf one as it produces a more vigorous 
growth.  Nobody would deny you taking cuttings from their 
existing hedge.  Plant in gritty soil for better response.

I did not bother with early potatoes this year, favouring lates 
for first taste.  I notice that the odd potato which was left in 
the ground from last year grew quicker, giving a better yield 
than those I planted in the Spring. One day when lifting the 
potatoes I noticed for the first time in the soil a New Zealand 

flat-worm, which could easily have been missed.  This is 
the fifth I have found in my garden and I know there must 
be many more, nevertheless it is the first one I have come 
across in the dug soil.  I took a photograph of it alongside 
a compost worm.  How do you recognise a flat-worm if 
you’ve never come across one?  It is like something you’ve 
never seen before - it is ugly, flat and dark, about 4 - 6 ins 
long and looks dead. Though it is harmless to humans, it 
is a predator of the earthworm.   There are gardens on the 
mainland which have no earthworm due to this predator.  It 
has no predator as the birds won’t eat it.  If you find one it is 
recommended that you chop it into small pieces otherwise it 
can regenerate from a small piece.

A flat-worm (the larger one) beside a compost worm

How did it get to our island?  It could easily come through 
Garden Centres which bring in ready planted shrubs.  I 
once looked under a pot in a Garden Centre on the main-
land and there was one underneath which could easily have 
crawled through the drainage holes in the pot.  On one 
occasion I was given a few pots from the Castle Grounds, 
and there was one in the box underneath the pots.  Like all 
worms they need moisture and favour cultivated soil rather 
than grassland.  So be on the look-out for this worm which 
usually lurks under a stone or anything left on the ground.

From the Poileagan

Anns a’Anns a’
ghàrradh...ghàrradh...

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a 
friend (UK only), or for yourself, complete the 
tear-off slip and send it with a cheque payable to 
LATN or cash for £33.00 to Mary Ann Davidson, 
3a New Street, Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH,
mdavi74979@aol.com.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.
International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £33.00
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Summer Growth

Another use of the compost bin! Five goslings hatched and 
doing well in Gress!
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Back Youth 
Weekend
The first ever Back Youth Weekend for young people in S3-S6 
was held from Friday 17th to Sunday 19th August. 

There were about 30-40 young people who came along from all 
over Lewis and Harris to Back Free Church, and the hall facili-
ties provided a great location for Bible study, discussion forums 
and catering provision.

Reverend Derek Lamont was the main speaker for the week-
end. Rev Lamont is minister of St Columba’s Free Church in 
Edinburgh and Chairman of the Home Missions Board. 

His theme for the weekend was “Faith – free but not cheap”.

On Friday night Derek explored “Faith in Christ: an amazing 
friendship” with discussion groups and a general feedback ses-
sion.

The following day looked at “Faith in Christ: a committed friend-
ship”, which included seminars on a variety of themes including 
speaking out, Bible study, prayer and gossiping the Gospel.  
Group leaders included Reverend Iver Martin and Reverend 
Calum Iain Macleod.

Saturday also included games, including an ‘Olympic’ football 
tournament, followed by an evening barbecue with fellowship, 
debate and singing. There was also a presentation from young 
people who recently helped at Dwelling Places, a charity assist-
ing street children in Uganda.

On Sunday Reverend Derek Lamont took both services, 
preaching from 2 Timothy. After the evening service he was put 
on the spot as he answered questions that the young people 
had texted in.

Back Free Church minister Reverend Calum Iain Macleod 
thanked Derek for all his hard work and the young people for 
coming along and closed the Youth Weekend in prayer. 

It was such an encouraging conference for all involved, praise 
be to God for His goodness.

Rev Derek Lamont Rev Calum Iain Macleod and Iain MorrisonIn the kitchen
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Material for 
publication in the OCTOBER issue of Loch a Tuath News 

must be in before Wednesday 19 September 2012

The photo from left: Chrissie Bell Maciver (nighean Chonoican, Poileagan); Murdina Macleod (nighean Moley, Tong); Ann 
Macleman, Lighthill (who travelled from Canada); Murdina Mackenzie (nighean Seumas Choisidh); Joey Morrison (nighean 

Eona); Sandra Macleod (nighean John Murdo Nis), Broadbay View. (Photo courtesy of Malcolm Macleod Photography)

Back School 1966-67
Back row (left to right): Miss MacGregor, Etta Bell Macleod, Peigi Mairi Martin, Roderick Mackay, 
Malcolm Donald Macleod, Donald John Murray, Mary Maciver
Front row: Annie Maciver, Maureen Macleod, Chirsty Bell Ferguson, Christine Macleod, Mary 
Flora Mackenzie, Chrissie Ann Maciver, Margaret Murray, Marina Smith

At a recent reunion of old friends and classmates who joined the Nicolson Institute in 1964, there were a number who were from 
the Back to Tong area. As there were a few who were unable to attend, it brought to mind that we would all like to see our class-

mates from our primary years in the old Back school. So we will organise this in the coming months.


