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Cuairt up the Coast
Sponsored walk from Tong to Tolsta takes place to 

raise funds for Parkinson’s UK
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the views expressed in the Loch a 
Tuath News by named individuals, 
unless otherwise stated, are not 
necessarily endorsed by the LAtn 
editorial committee.

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: angusmorrison@ukgateway.net 
By post: 14 New Street, Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH 

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible.  If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the 
community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their 
free time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and 
ears’ of the district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal 
Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3 to cover cost and 
postage. 

Fàilte
Welcome to the October issue of Loch 
a Tuath News. This month once again 
we have our usual eclectic mixture of 
articles and photographs, from recent 
times and from years gone by. We 
have a very interesting article concern-
ing the old Back Post Office, which 
many of our readers will remember 
well. Ishbel Graham has provided us 
with some of her memories of work-
ing there and the valuable service it 
provided for the district. The accom-
panying photos may jog people’s 
memories of the kinds of items that 
were sold in the shop. We also have 
an article about Australian visitors who 
came to the island recently to do some 
genealogical research. While they were 
here they stayed with Rod and Moira 
McKinlay in Coll and they made some 
remarkable discoveries concerning 
their family tree. Norman Smith has 
provided us with an enjoyable account 
of his experiences as a navigating 
cadet in Lews Castle College in the 
70s, learning about all the various 
aspects of seamanship before eventu-
ally going to sea.

This month we also have the lat-
est news of the activities of Back 
Community Council and Tong 

Community Council and we have news 
of the successful Open Day held at 
Gress River recently by Gress Angling 
Association. We have an interesting 
book review and we have another 
batch of amusing classroom clangers. 
We also have a recipe, some Gaelic 
proverbs, and as usual we have a 
range of different photos. 

As well as all of that, we have our 
usual regular features too, such as As 
na Bailtean, From the Manse, Back 
in Time, From the Archives, Anns a’ 
Ghàrradh and the latest news from 
Sgoil a’ Bhac and Tong School. Many 
thanks to those of you who have con-
tributed to this month’s issue. Please 
get in touch with us with anything you 
think would be of interest to our read-
ers. We would be delighted to hear 
from you. Each month we start with a 
blank canvas and we rely on contribu-
tions from our readers. 

Cover photo: On Saturday 7th July 
2012 the family of Ishbel Graham com-
pleted a 10 mile sponsored walk from 
Tong to Tolsta in aid of Parkinson’s UK. 
The total sum of £1492.00 was raised. 
This has been donated to Parkinson’s 
UK for research. They wish to sincerely 
thank all those who gave so gener-
ously.

Back row (left to right): Kennag, 
Isabelle, Shona, Imelda, Iain, Chriselle

Front row: Fiona, Eilidh with Miley!, 
Caitlin, Jack
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Kenneth M Ferguson, his wife Nan and 
their family. They too were mindful of 
a dear and loving mother right up to 
the end. They are all thankful that the 
Lord’s promise to their mother was 
fulfilled. “Thou shalt come to the grave 
in a full age like a shock of corn in his 
season”. (Job 5:26)

Congratulations

Daniel Meneely with Matthew

Donna and Jamie Meneely became 
the proud parents of their second son 
Daniel, born on the 6th June 2012 at 
Ninewells Hospital, Dundee, weigh-
ing 9lb 4oz. The photo shows Daniel 
being looked after by big brother 
Matthew. Daniel and Matthew are great 
grandchildren of the late Dolan and 
Ciorstaidh Martin, 58 Back.

Graduation

Rachel Kennedy

Rachel Mackenzie Kennedy gradu-
ated from the University of the West of 
Scotland with a B. A. Honours Degree 
(2.1) in Contemporary Screen Acting.  
Rachel is the daughter of Alasdair Iain 
and Dorothy Kennedy, Aldorville, 11 
Vatisker, Back, and the granddaugh-
ter of the late Iain and Chirsty Mary 
Kennedy, 11 Vatisker, Back, and the 
late Donald and Murdina Mackenzie, 
32 Newton Street, Stornoway. During 
her final year at University Rachel 
chose as her screen drama module, 
to write, produce and act in a Gaelic 
Drama. She entered this into the FilmG 
Awards and won three accolades for 
the University - Best Director, Best 
Drama and The People’s Choice 

As NA 
BAilteAN

Back / Vatisker
Mrs Jamesina Ferguson

Jamesina Ferguson

Mrs Jamesina Ferguson (banntrach 
Dhòmhnaill Ghoididh), late of 7 New 
Street, Back, passed to her rest at 
her daughter Christine’s house, the 
Free Church Manse in Kinloch, on 
Wednesday 5th September. She had 
reached a great old age, just a few 
months short of one hundred years. 

Mrs Ferguson, who was predeceased 
by her husband by twenty-five years, 
was the last surviving member of the 
Graham family. ‘Teaghlach Sgurd’, as 
they were known, consisted of three 
daughters and seven sons. Jamesina 
was a person who was lovely and neat 
in appearance and in character. She 
was one of a group of gracious ladies 
of an older generation whose num-
bers are rapidly disappearing from the 
scene of time, much to our loss.

It was under the ministry of the late 
Rev Alexander Macleod that she was 
brought to a saving knowledge of 
Christ. She heard, like a goodly num-
ber of others at the time, the voice of 
the great shepherd and from then to 
the end her profession was consistent. 
God’s Word and Gaelic psalm singing 
was her rejoicing and His house was 
her joy. As grace in her soul refined, 
her life became more fragrant. Even in 
the last stages with her memory and 
recognition of her nearest and dearest 
gone, she could still discern that “the 
things above” were uppermost in her 
affections. 

We commend her daughter Christine, 
her husband Rev Donald Macdonald 
and their family, who all so lovingly 
nursed her mother and their grand-
mother, to the God of all grace. We 
also convey the sympathy of a wide 
circle of friends, in their bereave-
ment, to Mrs Ferguson’s only son Rev 

Award. Rachel is working freelance at 
present before continuing her Masters 
Degree at the Royal Conservatoire.

Rachel at the FilmG awards

coll
Bereavements
The sympathy of the community goes 
to Iain (Sindy) Maclean, Isma and fam-
ily, 43 Coll, and Calum and Lorraine 
Maclean and family, ‘Lyndonlea’, Coll, 
on the very sudden passing of their 
father John Maclean, better known 
as ‘Steve’, from Kennedy Terrace, 
Stornoway.  Our sympathy is also 
extended to his widow Chrissie and 
the rest of the family, friends and 
neighbours at this very difficult time.

We also extend our sympathy to Peggy 
Anna and Calum Iain Macdonald and 
family, 9 Coll, on the very sudden 
death of Peggy Anna’s niece Diane 
Morrison of Nicolson Road, Stornoway, 
at the tender age of 25 years. Her par-
ents and sister are also in our thoughts 
at this very difficult time. 

On Holiday
It was so nice to see and meet Donella 
(nighean a’ Chlark) and her husband 
Tony who were home on the island for 
a week. Donella has been unwell for 
some time now. We are so pleased 
that she was able to come and see 
her relatives and friends and was able 
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to visit her parents’ grave in Gress 
Cemetery. We hope the island air did 
you the world of good and that it won’t 
be long until you are able to come 
back to your roots. 

Gress
Home from Hospital
We are pleased that Murdo (Butch) 
Mackenzie is now at home and con-
tinuing to make a good recovery.

Best Wishes
Our thoughts and good wishes are with 
Cathie Ann Macleod (Beinn Iomhair) as 
she returns to hospital and we hope 
she will be restored to good health and 
home again soon.

New School Entrants
Jack Graham (balach mac a’ Phrem) 
was the only child from the village 
starting school this August and we 
wish him many happy days there.

tonG
Bereavements
Iain Macfarlane passed away in hospi-
tal on September 2nd in Dunoon, aged 
91 years. He was the son of Chirsty 
(Alasdair) and John Macfarlane. Born 
and brought up in Glasgow, Iain and 
his sister Ishbel used to spend all sum-
mer with his Granny and aunties at 13 
Aird Tong. Along with his pals Seumas 
Bhullar and Alasdair an t-Sheatham-
hgan they were never far from Tràigh 
na Faing, of which he often spoke. 
During the war he served as a pilot in 
the RAF and afterwards became a Pilot 
with Danish Airways where he met his 
wife Ruth from Copenhagen. He retired 
from Scandinavian Airlines as Captain 
and lived in Strachur, Argyll. He last 
visited Stornoway in 2008. He is sur-
vived by his wife Ruth, son Johnny and 
his sister Ishbel who lives in Dunoon.

We extend our sympathy to the fam-
ily of Mrs Iris Munro, 34 Aird Tong, 
who passed away recently. She will 
be greatly missed in the neighbour-
hood. We especially remember her son 
William, her daughter Diana and her 
grandchildren at this time.

Upper coll
Triple Celebration
The night of August 30th was an occa-
sion of celebration for three well known 
and popular Upper Coll families. Dollan 
and Katie Ann Macritchie, 7 Upper Coll 
celebrated their Golden Wedding in 
the Crown Hotel, Stornoway with fam-
ily and friends. They were married in 
Gardner Street Church in Glasgow in 
1962.

Kendo and Chrissie Murray, 14 
Upper Coll also celebrated their Ruby 
Wedding on the same day with their 
family at home. They were married at 
Carloway Free Church in 1972, and the 
reception was held in the Crown Hotel, 
Stornoway.

Kendo and Chrissie Murray

Also on the same date a celebration for 
a forthcoming wedding was held, when 
Annice Matheson (nighean Timber 
agus Catriona), 17 Upper Coll, had a 
special hen night for family and friends 
before her wedding in Inverness on 
28th September. The festivities began 
with the making of a DVD at the Wee 

Studio in Stornoway where members 
of the party were able to demonstrate 
their considerable musical talents, 
before proceeding to the Bowling Alley 
in Ness dressed in their favourite car-
toon characters for some fun and frol-
ics, and then to the Community Hut in 
Back where they enjoyed an excellent 
buffet. A very enjoyable evening by all 
accounts. We send them all our very 
best wishes for continued health and 
happiness together.

Graduation

Gavin MacDonald

Congratulations to Gavin MacDonald 
who graduated from Aberdeen 
University with Master of Science in 
Computer Information Systems, with 
Distinction. Gavin is the son of Angus 
and Marabelle, 53 Upper Coll, Back. 
He now works as a Construction 
Engineer with Petrofac in Aberdeen.

Sympathy
The sympathy of the community is 
extended to the family of the late Mrs 
Joan Macleod, 25 Upper Coll, who 
passed away recently. Mrs Macleod, 
(banntrach Iain Reachainn), originally 
from Breasclete, who was aged 95 
years and the oldest resident of the 
village, had been in ill health for some 
time. She was predeceased by her 
husband and by her elder son, Kenny 
John (Breacan). Our thoughts are with 
daughter Joan, son DB and his wife 
Effie, daughter in law Chrissie and 
extended family at this time.

Two New Additions 
Pictured are Hannah Clark (left) and her first cousin Sam 
Campbell (right), two new grandchildren for Kenny and Anne at No. 
14 Upper Coll. Hannah arrived safely on the 14th of May, followed by 
Sam 16 days later on the 30th at the Western Isles Hospital. Hannah is 
the daughter of John Robert and Erica Clark and first granddaughter to 
Kenny and Anne and the second for Dene and Calum (Garrabost). Sam 
is the son of Jaclyn and Charlie Campbell, the second grandson for 
Kenny and Anne and the third for Iain and Nancy (Portvoller). They are 
both doing well and we hope they remain close throughout their lives 
as they demonstrate in this photo. We are truly blessed.
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Gress Angling Association held their Annual Open day for 
the children of the district on Saturday 15th September. On 
a fine but breezy day and with other local activities going on 
at the same time we ended up with 35 children and about 
the same number of accompanying adults from tolsta to 
tong taking up fishing at some stage through the day.

As per normal practice we escorted some of the older chil-
dren out to the Moor Pools and kept the younger children 
nearer Gress bridge on the Saltings. the older gang set off 
with great enthusiasm, hoping to emulate their predecessors 
from previous years and catch a salmon. but as it turned 
out it was their younger friends on the Saltings who had the 
best of the catches.

Young Krysta bray from tong had the fish of the day with a 
2.5lb sea trout. Younger brother Keith was then promoted 
to official fish carrier for the 
rest of day. Younger broth-
ers do have their uses after 
all….and young ladies do 
not carry their own fish 
about. Several other sea 
trout about the 1lb mark 
were also landed by the kids 
on the Saltings while the 
older gang on the moor had 
to make do with small brown 
trout. Great mutterings about 
the trout grabbing the worm 
bait as soon as it hit the 
water and preventing them 
catching a salmon.

Our Junior champion for the 
year was also chosen on 
Saturday based on overall 
season catches. the worthy 

winner came from the other end of the district, ruaridh 
Macmillan from tolsta, after he returned a fine haul of 5 sea 
trout up to 2lb in one day in August.

If nothing else a bit of exercise on the river certainly builds 
up an appetite, and the smell of barbecue and smoke billow-
ing from the tent entrance around 1.30 was the sign the hun-
gry hordes needed to descend on the tent, with our regular 
barbecue chef, niall Stewart, waiting. A contract with Porkies 
is looming! Hot soup and burgers was the order of the day 
and niall had a very busy hour indeed.

Overall the day was a big success yet again, thanks to the 
sterling efforts of committee members and other helpers and 
most of all the children themselves for turning out and expe-
riencing a bit of fishing on our local river.

Alasdair Murray

Gress Angling 
Association Open Day

The Brays with the fish of the day

Ruaridh Macmillan and Krysta Bray with their trophies

The older children 
fishing the moor pools
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The Old Post Office
Ishbel Graham, affectionately known as Ishbel Lowan, 
and her brother Kenny were born in new York. Her father 
was from the Poileagan and her mother Kennag (nighean 
Dhòmhnaill tolsta) came from Outend coll. they may have 
known each other vaguely in their school days but did not 
meet properly until they met in new York at a Highland 
dance. Her father John Graham (Lowan) was sailing in the 
Merchant navy and jumped ship in America before the 2nd 
World War.  He gained employment in America as a painter 
where he worked until the end of hostilities. 

Although Ishbel was not in Lewis during the war she remem-
bers being told that a telegram arrived from the War Office 
telling the family that the ship her uncle calum Speed was 
serving on, HMS repulse, had been sunk and that calum 
was missing presumed drowned. the family had a wake for 
him and three weeks later he walked in the door. He had 
been picked up by HMS Prince of Wales. 

After the war the family decided to return to the UK in 1945, 
mainly because her two aunties had been admitted to the 
county Hospital after contracting tuberculosis. this was a 
dreaded disease at the time and a plague in the island. they 
sailed back home on the brittanica and landed in Liverpool. 
It was quite an exciting experience for one so young. they 
stayed with her grandparents who had by then moved to 
a house by the Upper coll Farm, the house now occupied 
by christine chalum Speed. Ishbel was aged 8 years at 
the time. In the late 40s they were one of the first families 
to move to the newly built Swedish Houses behind the old 
school where the family lived until her parents passed away. 
Ishbel fondly remembers her fantastic neighbours during 
these years: Pòisean, Stogaidh, Iona, coinneach ‘an Sìne, 
cailean an Dragon and many others who made up such a 
lively and friendly community.  On their return back to Lewis 
Ishbel’s father continued as a painter and was employed at 
Stornoway Airport. 

Ishbel attended back School and passed her qualifying. She 
had further education in the nicolson Institute. After she left 
school she worked for two years in the back Post Office, 
which was owned by John Murray (bloxy’s uncle). He was a 
very gentle man and a very good boss to work for. the old 
post office is where rev Alasdair and chrissie Smith now 
live. their present garage was where the post office and 
shop were in those days. 

Working in the Post Office
the post office had a switchboard, the old plug and cord 
type.  All the calls from the telephone boxes would go 
through the switchboard before being transferred to the tel-
ephone number required by the caller. there was a phone 
box in Upper coll and one outside the post office. the boxes 
were emptied every month by Ishbel.

telegrams were used to send special news, some good and 
some bad. Wedding telegrams were the rage at the time, 
really funny ones that were read out at the wedding recep-
tion. the birth of a child was another celebrated telegram. 
With good news came the bad news of a loved one who had 
passed away or of sickness. Sad news was delivered by 
John Murray, who would sometimes take the Minister with 

him to break the bad news and offer comfort to the family 
concerned. the charge for the telegram was per word.

the mail was delivered from the main post office in 
Stornoway by van.  It was sorted out and then delivered by 
Murdo Allan by hand to back, coll and Upper coll. He did 
his delivery on foot because if he used a bike money was 
deducted from his wages. His daily round was 20 miles in 
total.  the van then went to tolsta and on the return journey 
it would pick up the mail that was being sent away. 

the c.O.D. (cash on delivery) parcels, usually from 
J.D.Williams, Oxendale and Littlewoods, were delivered 
and the money would have to be collected before the post-
man left the house where the parcel had been delivered to. 
there were few cheques in those days so money was sent 
by postal order and they were used to pay for goods from 
the mail order catalogues. the postal orders came each day 
from Stornoway and there was a small charge for each one. 
registered post had a red seal and was put into a special 
red bag. the price of a stamp was tuppence halfpenny. 
every letter had to be stamped by hand. All ledgers were 
done by hand. there were no computers or calculators in 
those days.

Monday was the day for collecting national Assistance. 
tuesday was the day for collecting the children’s Allowance. 
thursday was the day for collecting the retirement Pension. 
the pensioners came to the post office on the 11am bus 
and returned home on the 12 o’ clock bus. John Murray real-
ised that it would benefit everyone if he took provisions into 
the shop. He had a large square tea chest filled with loose 
Sun ray tea, which was sold by quarter or half pounds. 
Flour was also sold and the empty bags were used by the 
customers for cooking the duff in. Oatmeal was sold and the 
hessian bag was then sold and used as a doormat. tobacco 
was also stocked with the favourites being Golden virginia, 
early bird, Snuff and black twist. there was a large block of 
cheese that was cut into portions with a wire. new Zealand 
butter was also on sale. biscuits were sold: thick tea bis-
cuits, Wagon Wheels, chocolate vienna and aran cridhe 
(gingerbread squares). the most important items for the 
children were sweeties: brandy balls, black Striped balls, 
bachelor buttons, Mars bars, crunchies, Penny toffees and 
McGowan’s toffee bò, to name a few. For the gentlemen 
there were loose nails and staples for fencing. the post 
office was only closed on new Year day; this was an official 
holiday. 

Inside the old Post Office building today the shelves are still 
up as they were years ago. Writing is clearly visible on them 
showing the various items that were in stock and how much 
they cost, as can be seen from the photographs.

Ishbel worked for two happy years in the post office before 
heading in 1954 to Stobhill Hospital in Glasgow to do her 
nurse training. She met John Angie Graham (John Angie 
bhruce from coll) the night of Queen elizabeth’s coronation 
and he walked her home. He then went to the whaling in 
South Georgia. John Angie and Ishbel got engaged and had 
planned to emigrate to Australia but her father died sud-
denly in 1959 at the early age of 59 years. they returned 
to back to be with her mother. Ishbel then worked in the 
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Lewis Hospital until she was married in 1960. She then had 
to leave, as married women were not allowed to work in her 
profession. they remained with her mother until she died, 
then built a new house in Upper coll and moved there.

Ishbel returned to nursing after her family was complete. 
She worked in coulregrein, Dùn eisdean and then became 
Matron in Dun berisay. She was there when they moved into 
the new building and remembers what a beautiful building 

what was known as the Poorhouse had been, built of pink 
sandstone. It was demolished and replaced by the building 
that is there now. 

Ishbel has five children: Shona in Aignish; Ian, a chef in the 
crown Hotel; John, an engineer living in South carolina; 
Kennag in coll and chriselle in Aberdeen. She also has nine 
grandchildren.

The old Post Office building as it is today

John Angie and Ishbel Old Post Office shelves - ketchup (above) and All Bran (below)
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From the Manse
Power in Prayer
It’s always encouraging to hear of God answering prayer 
in challenging circumstances.  Answered prayer in the 
experience of others encourages us all to pray with greater 
resolve and purpose.

I recently read of the experience of tom White.  tom 
had been secretly delivering christian literature to cuba 
for seven years.  He and others had dropped gospel 
tracts out of planes into the ocean around the communist 
island.  However, he had never actually heard from a single 
christian in cuba that the materials washed ashore had 
been picked up and read.

‘Please, God,’ tom had prayed, ‘give us some confirmation 
that our work is helping.’   Six weeks later, he was taken to 
meet a cuban intelligence officer, captain Santos.  their 
plane had crash-landed in cuba, and tom and the Pilot, Mel 
bailey, had been captured and charged with compromising 
the stability of the nation.  ‘Our people have found thou-
sands of these on the beaches and in the fields!’  captain 
Santos shouted, holding one of the sea packages that had 
been dropped years before.

tom tried not to smile.  ‘thank you, Lord,’ he prayed, ‘for 
answering my prayer.  thank you that our work has not 
been in vain.’

the answer to tom’s prayer was costly.  He spent twenty-
one months in cuban prisons.  but in castro’s prison, he 
met many members of the church and learned that even 
under castro, christians were prospering from having read 
his christian literature.  God answered his prayer.

Let’s ensure that we actively engage in prayer today, with 
perseverance, asking God to answer our prayers.  Let’s pray 
for one another.  there are times when we may sense the 
impulse to pray for someone or something in particular.  We 
should respond immediately to any sense of compulsion to 
do so.

I cannot tell why there should come to me
A thought of a friend miles and miles away,
In swift insistence on the memory,
Unless there be a need that I should pray.

Perhaps just then, my friend has fiercer fight;
Some overwhelming sorrow or decay
Of courage, darkness, some lost sense of right,
And so, in case my friend needs prayer, I pray.    

Friend, do the same for me, if I, unsought,
Intrude upon you on some crowded day;
Give me a moment’s prayer in passing thought;
be very sure I need it, therefore pray.

(e Middleton) 

‘continue steadfastly in prayer…at the same time pray also 
for us’ (colossians 4:2-3).

calum I Macleod   

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend back Free church of Scotland. Services in 
back and tong during October 2012 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 7 October
11.30am:    rev James Maciver (communion Service)
6.30pm:  rev Dr Malcolm Maclean

Sunday 14 October
10.30am: rev calum I Macleod
12 noon: rev calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  rev calum I Macleod

Sunday 21 October
10.30am: Mr thomas Davis
12 noon: Mr Donald Morrison (Gaelic)
6pm:  Mr thomas Davis

Sunday 28 October
10.30am: rev calum I Macleod
12 noon: rev calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  rev calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House

Sunday 7 October
6.30pm:  rev James Maciver

Sunday 14 October
6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

Sunday 21 October
12 noon: Mr thomas Davis

Sunday 28 October
6pm:  Mr neil Murray (Gaelic)

October Service Times 

Monthly Family / Guest Services
Tong Mission House

 (With crèche facilities)

next Service: Sunday 21 October 2012
Mr Thomas Davis

Everyone Welcome
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Moira and Rod McKinlay are developing a reputation for 
genealogical expertise after a recent remarkable visit by 
Australians to their Bed and Breakfast at ‘Thirty Five’ in Coll! 
Here they tell us about the visit.

Mina Day and her daughter Lisa newey, who were travelling 
in the UK to trace their family tree, made a booking for the 
twin room at ‘thirty Five’ in March. they spent some time 
tracing Mina’s father’s family in the north of england and then 
travelled to Lewis to hopefully unravel some more mysteries. 
they already knew of Point connections in Knock and had 
made contact with them before leaving home and organised 
a get-together. 

On their first night in Lewis they ventured to An rubha and 
when they returned from their visit, they were amazed and 
delighted by the connections they had found. It was a very 
emotional time for them both and they went to bed that night 
exhausted but thrilled by the progress they had made in their 
search.

Although they thought that there was a coll connection, they 
had very little to go on and so Lisa had spent some time in 
register House in edinburgh before coming to the island to 
find out what she could. She had discovered that the connec-
tions in coll were Stewarts and that they had lived in ‘nether 
coll’. Moira quickly gathered a few details from them as they 
left to meet the rubhachs on the first morning and contacted 
catherine Margaret MacLennan next door to try to begin to 
unravel the mystery with a promise that she “would do her 
best!” 

catherine suggested that Moira contact Mairi Maclntosh 
(Mairi Jessie) at 30 coll, who called on her neighbour Jean 

Stewart (Sìne Dhòmhnaill a’ charagan) to see if she could 
throw some light on the matter. Jean consulted her genea-
logical books written by bill Lawson on the coll and back 
area, and within a short time a ceilidh with the Australians 
was arranged!

Moira and her guests visited Mairi that evening, who then 
took them to Jean Stewart next door. You can imagine the 
surprise when Jean quickly established the identity of Mina’s 
great grandmother from one of the genealogy books and 
told her that she (Jean) was in fact her third cousin! Jean 
explained that her own house was on the site of the once 
known ‘nether coll’ in the 1800s when what is now known as 
Upper coll was coll Farm, and the farm was broken up into 
crofts in the early 1920s. Lisa and Mina with Jean’s help con-
firmed that Mina’s great grandmother, Isabella, was a daugh-
ter of Murdo Stewart and for the first time they saw pictures 
of members of their family that they had never seen before. 
Isabella Stewart had married Alexander MacLeod from 23 
Knock in 1849. their fourth son, Murdo (Mina’s grandfather), 
emigrated to Australia in 1884, unlike some other family 
members who emigrated to Quebec in canada. Mina told 
Moira that she had actually named one of her sons ‘Stewart’, 
totally unaware that it was a name in her past!

However an even bigger surprise was in store for them 
- when the crofts were apportioned the same family of 
Stewarts were given croft 33 - the very croft they were 
staying on! It was very moving to see the emotion as Lisa 
and Mina came to the realisation that not only had they 
found family and that their journey to the other side of the 
world had enabled them to put more pieces of the jigsaw 
together but more than that - they had chosen to stay on 
the family croft! Lisa told Moira that as they were looking for 

Down Under at Thirty Five!

Left to right: Mary MacLeod (grandmother of Christina Macaskill and Jessie Anne Macleod, Point), Murdo MacLeod 
(grandfather of Mina Day), Alexander MacLeod (seated, wearing hat), Kenneth MacLeod, Isabella Stewart MacLeod (great 
grandmother of Mina Day, seated, wearing bonnet), Ann MacLeod (grandmother of Annie Campbell, 2 Vatisker), Alexander 
MacLeod. Murdo and Alexander had emigrated (to Australia and Chile respectively) before this photo was taken and their 
pictures were superimposed into the photo. Missing from the photo is John MacLeod (eldest son) and George MacLeod 
(youngest son, who emigrated to Vancouver, Canada).
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accommodation in Lewis they had just felt “for some inexpli-
cable reason drawn to ‘thirty Five’”!

the ceilidh continued and they moved on as a group to 
Annie campbell’s (Anna Sandy) home at 2 vatisker - a 
second cousin of Mina’s! Annie showed them a family tree 
that she had put together some years before and there 
was Mina’s great grandmother - Isabella - with 35 coll writ-
ten beside her name. Lisa was delighted to be able to take 
a copy of the entire family tree, which will enable them to 
answer further questions. Over a cup of tea, photographs 
were exchanged and Annie remembered hearing stories of 
relatives of Mina’s visiting Lewis during the First World War 
when they were on Army leave. they were Mina’s Uncles 
- Alec and George Macleod - who visited Lewis during the 
war while on leave from France. Another cousin, Kathleen 
Walker, arrived and the delight of everyone in the room 
was obvious. Moira joked that before long Mina would be 

discovering that she was related to her husband rod. Sure 
enough! - another coincidence – Annie’s son is married to 
rod’s second cousin Amanda nee campbell! (sister of calum 
campbell, back) - so there is a connection with rod and 
Moira to Lisa and Mina by marriage! Our small world was 
becoming smaller by the minute!

Lisa and Mina left the next morning to begin their long jour-
ney home to Australia but not without a memento of their visit 
- a small rounded stone from the croft of their forebears to be 
used as a paperweight and to remind them of their amazing 
visit to the island and more particularly thirty Five coll. We 
took our fond farewells and Mina kissed the stone and held 
it to her cheek - in only two short days we had become so 
close in more ways than one! bha iad uabhasach toilichte!

Moira McKinlay

Annie Campbell and Mina Day

Murdo and Annie Macleod (nee Stewart)

Christina Macaskill, Mina Day and Jessie Anne Macleod (Point)

Moira and Rod McKinlay Mina Day and Jean Stewart



12 Going to Sea 
Life as a Navigating Cadet in the 70s

I was born and brought up in South Dell, ness, the second 
son of Aonghas ruadh a’ bhìogarnaich – my mother was 
catriona Phòisean of no. 7 Upper coll. there were five in 
our family, two older than me - Kirsty Ann and Dòmhnull 
ruadh, and two younger brothers, Iain and coinneach.

I went to cross Primary School (it was officially called cross 
Public School, which I like to quote to people for a wind-up) 

followed by two years in Lionel, then third and fourth year in 
the nicolson. each summer during the school holidays we 
would go over to 7 Upper coll. there was a phone box (that 
everybody used) at the gate. It was quite a journey from 
ness on the bus, about an hour from South Dell, with a little 
time in Stornoway, before getting the bus down to back. I 
was not a good traveller, and would nearly always be travel-
sick! You would have thought from those experiences that a 
career at sea would be my last choice, but it rarely bothered 
me!

On leaving the nicolson, like many others, I went to Lews 
castle to study navigation and Seamanship. there were 
twelve of us on class n3 in the term 
1969-70, a mix of boys from Lewis, 
easter ross and Kyle.

the castle was a good place to study, 
with the grounds, the boathouse and of 
course the training ship Lews castle, a 
converted 107 ft inshore minesweeper 
(previously HMS Saxlingham) complete 
with classroom. From the boathouse 
we would take the boats out weekly, 
weather permitting and row round 
the harbour; there was an annual 
race between each department in the 
castle. For Pe we would run round the 
castle Grounds, sometimes as far as 
Arnish, and we were also taught to play 
rugby as well as football. We would go 
to sea in the training ship each week, 

and were taught the art of steering as well as other naviga-
tion and seamanship which we had learned from our books 
in the college. Of course we also had to learn basic sea-
manship and spent many an hour soojie-ing and painting, 
as well as polishing the brass and copper controls, gauges, 
pipework and handrails in the engine-room. I remember it 
was always enjoyable, with a good rapport between us and 
our lecturers - captains MacLeod, MacKenzie and MacKay, 
Mr MacKenzie the engineer and also our bosun Donnie 
‘buyshie’, who would give us a row when it was deserved 
but also praise our work when it merited the same. the 
Lews castle was tied up in the inner harbour and we were 
allowed to go to the “renDen” – the rendezvous café for 
our “smokos”, the other departrments were very jealous of 
our privileges! towards the end of term, the n3 class and 
lecturers would sail the Lews castle down the west coast of 
Scotland – now that was an adventure!

Castle Boys

these were the people who shaped us into the seamen we 
all became and of whom we all speak fondly, many years 
later. that takes nothing away from the teachers of the other 
subjects in Lews castle, Messrs Murray, Morrison, MacKay, 
Mr MacLeod who showed us the magic art of boat-building, 
steaming and bending the planks and clamping them to 
the ribs before nailing - it was as if we were on the brink 
of going out in the world, so the teaching methods were 
adjusted accordingly. It was an excellent grounding, and 
the knowledge passed on stood us in good stead when we 
joined ships and went to mainland colleges to study for fur-
ther qualifications. I remember being at Glasgow nautical 
college a few years later and the Lecturer refusing to let 
more than one Lews castle cadet into each rowing-boat 
crew after several of us had tired out the mainland boys with 
our normal rowing pace! We were then and still are, proud to 
be castle boys, like many who passed through its doorways 
before and since.

towards the end of the year, we would write to the many 
Shipping companies that were connected to Lews castle - 
bP, Shell, blue Star, Denholms, Scottish Ship Management, 
new Zealand Shipping co etc etc – and hopefully get a 
reply inviting us for interview. My interview was with Scottish 
Ship Management (SSM), based in Glasgow, formed by 

Aonghas Ruadh

MV Lews Castle
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the amalgamation of two famous Scottish companies - 
Lyle Shipping, Hogarth Shipping and an english company, 
Lambert bros of London.

“Welcome to the Company!”

For the first time in my life (apart from my west coast trip on 
the Lews castle) I left Lewis and travelled to Glasgow. this 
was quite an adventure for me, although today’s teenag-
ers would think nothing of it! It was a long journey, leaving 
Stornoway before midnight on the Loch Seaforth as far as 
Mallaig, followed by the train to Queen Street Station arriv-
ing in Glasgow about lunch-time. to a very-green-behind-
the-ears Leòdhasach boy, this was quite something. I can 
remember how smoky and almost gritty the air in Glasgow 
smelt and tasted! there were double-decker buses all 
around and I even travelled in a black taxi-cab to the offices 
of the shipping company, something I had only seen in 
newspapers or films. the interview was not what a nervous 
16 year-old expected, Personnel Officers, Superintendents, 
but the final interview with the chairman of the company 
really threw me, as on sitting in his office across from his 
desk he told me he used to come up to Lewis for a spot of 
fishing and asked me whether I fished. I replied that I did, 
but when he asked whether I was familiar with the various 

types of rods etc that he and his fishing pals used, I told him 
about the length of bamboo with a fixed line and a worm or 
a boiled winkle for bait and also the gannet feathers which 
my father made into fishing flies. We had a long yarn about 
fishing, at the end of which he got to his feet, stretched his 
hand across the desk and said, “Welcome to the company.” 
to say I was gobsmacked would be an understatement but it 
is a moment I shall never forget.

After the interview I stayed with my uncle and aunt who lived 
at 1248 Argyle Street. the only tree on Argyle Street was 
across the street from their close, so that was how I knew 
where to get off the bus. the tree is still there. When I got 
back home, I had to arrange a bank account for my wages 
to go into – I made an appointment with the manager in the 
bank of Scotland, at the end of which he took a £10 note 
out of his own wallet to open my account. Obviously I would 
have to pay him back when I received my first pay. Once 
again, that was a moment I shall never forget.

to be continued

Norman Smith

Kirsty Ann, Domhnull, Iain, Tormod and cousin Christine (nighean Domhnull Phoisean agus Peigi Bheag

Mairead and Catriona Phoisean
Catriona Phoisean (seated, right) with her cousins Sine and 

Katie Bell Sheonaidh
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Sgoil a’ Bhac
Busy Start

Sgoil a’ bhac have had a very busy start to the new term. 
P1s are settling in well now that they are in all day. All the 
pupils have now settled into their new classrooms after the 
‘big move’ of June and are already filling their walls with 
excellent pieces of work and artwork. All the classes have 
been learning about new topics. Here is a selection of what 
is happening in the classes.

croileagan – the boys and girls have been learning about 
transport and have gone on the bus to visit their friends at 
tolsta nursery recently. they enjoyed seeing all the sights 
from the bus.

ec1/2 – the pupils have been busy settling in and making 
new friends. the class has been busy spotting all sorts of 
vehicles through their transport topic. the P1s have been 
very busy learning sounds and numbers. 

Gc1/2 – the pupils have been learning about their topic of 
còmhdhail (transport) and learning about what cars looked 
like long ago. they have also been busy talking about 
càirdeas (relationships) as well.

ec3/4/5 – Miss Mudd’s classes have been very hard-work-
ing and have been learning all about Harvest time.  they 
have been very careful about Safety especially cycle Safety 

and now know the 
Green cross code.  
they have written 
some very inter-
esting imaginative 
stories about islands 
and will now move 
onto learning about 
electricity.

Gc3/4 – Mrs 
MacLeod’s class 
has been enjoying a book study about Sid na Sia Dìnnear.  
they have drawn some very fine works of art about this 
which can be seen outside their room.  they have been 
learning all about An Uair (time).  the class will now 
move onto learning about the Local Area and will also be 
researching all about Scottish food and local produce.

ec5/6/7 – the pupils have been discussing and learning 
about relationships. they have been very busy working on 
their writing.

Gc5/6/7 – the pupils have been finding out about their 
community and Local environment. As part of the topic, 
they visited reverend MacLeod in church and he very kindly 
showed the class around.

Pupil Council
the pupil council is a very important part of school and they 
help make very important decisions. the Pupil council is 
able to make suggestions and improvements throughout 
the school. the Pupil council members this session are 
as follows: calum MacLennan, Hannah MacLeod, Sandy 
Morrison, James Mutch, Joanna Smith, connor MacDonald, 
James MacLennan, cara Graham, thomas blunt and 
Minnie Kingston-Miles.

Congratulations
congratulations go to Miss Donna Murray and Mr Ali Murray 
on the birth of their baby calum Alexander. 

Croileagan at work!

At Tolsta nursery

Pupil Council, Session 2012-2013
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Well done to Miss claire Wilson on her recent experiences 
of being part of the edinburgh tattoo.

Visitor to the School
elizabeth MacPhail from blythswood, Inverness, has been in 
to speak to the pupils regarding the work of this charity and 
especially the shoe-box appeal.

Pupils’ Achievements
Abby-Jo Morrison has had recent success in her Horse-
riding competition in London. She won many prizes which 
included one in Dressage and also one for best Young 
rider.

the following pupils were part of a football competition 
where their team won second place in the Manor Dairies 
competition.  they were James Mutch, connor MacDonald, 
Joel Martin, calum MacLennan, John A bain, euan 
Anderson and 3 pupils from tong School: Jamie Mackinnon, 
ben MacMillan and John Macleod.

Tattoo picture - Claire is on the far right

Blythswood shoebox appeal talk

Abby-Jo with all her rosettes!

Manor Dairies Team

GP3-4 Sid na Sia DinnearEP3-4-5 Harvest TopicSome of the school’s wall displays
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Tong School
Principal Teacher
Mrs Mandy Macleod was recently appointed as Principal 
teacher within the school.  Pupils, staff and parents wish 
Mrs Macleod well in her new role.

Green Team News

Our School gardeners (known as the ‘Green team’) have 
been busy harvesting onions, lettuce and potatoes.  the 
gardeners were proud to take the crop into each class-
room for all to see.  three of the team are worthy of a 
special mention: Donna Maciver, Joanna Moore (P6) and 
redigan tombs-Harrison (P7) are diligent workers who 
faithfully help Mr Macdonald with tasks in the garden.  
the girls have done so for a number of years and are 
always on the alert for weeding and watering jobs.  Well 
done, girls!

Grape Tasting
Once again, the sweet and tasty grapes grown in the 
school poly-tunnel were ready to be sampled.  Pupils and 
staff were happy to assist in this way and all enjoyed the 
tasty treat! 

Black House Visit
As part of their cur-
rent class project, 
Primary Six and 
Seven visited the 
Arnol black House.  
An insight was gained 
as to living conditions at the time of the Highland 
clearances and helped bring the class novel Study, 
based on ‘A Desperate Journey’ by Kathleen Fidler, to 
life. 

Nursery / Primary One Link
the nursery children and Primary One/two meet togeth-
er each thursday to share a story and special news from 
each room.  these sessions are greatly enjoyed by all 
and form the basis for the transition between nursery 
and School.

Blythswood Talk
Mrs elizabeth MacPhail, a representative from the 
blythswood Appeal, spoke at an Assembly on 17th 
September to inform pupils of the work undertaken by 
this charitable organisation.  the school will be support-
ing the blythswood Appeal again this year, and the pupils 
look forward to filling shoe boxes which will be gratefully 
received from children and adults in eastern europe.

Manor Dairy Football Competition
ben Macmillan and Jamie Mackinnon, both Primary 
Seven, were delighted to play as members of the back 
football team at a competition held on Saturday, 15th 
September.  the team finished in second place, just one 
goal behind the winning team.  Well done!

Fishing Tales
A ‘Family Fishing Day’ opportunity was enjoyed by two 
families within the school.  below are some accounts of 
the event:

On Saturday, 15th September, my Dad and I went fish-
ing on the Gress river.  It was a come and try day for all 

Joanna and Donna with school-grown produce

Potato harvest

Inside the Blackhouse
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New Road
A number of questions were raised regarding the 
new road currently being built between tong and 
Gearraidh Ghuirm.  For the next four or five weeks 
there should be no major disruption to traffic.  When 
the contractors have to start digging up part of the 
current road, this will be done in short sections to 
minimise disruption.  the construction of the rea-
ligned Milking Hill junction, the crossover at the 
Hebrides Alpha houses and the two tie-ins will have 
a bigger impact on road users.  efforts will be made 
to minimise disruption during peak hours.

Skips
the question of community skips was raised.  
Although tong lost its community skip some time 
ago, it is hoped that the trA may get the skips 
required for the village clean Up (to be held on 20 
October, weather permitting.)  the councillors indi-
cated that various options were being looked at by 
the comhairle, but the comhairle could not ignore 
the Health and Safety report regarding liability.

Projects
there was a financial report.  the treasurer indicated 
that he was hopeful that some of the grant applica-
tions currently being made, would be successful.  
this would allow progress on some of the projects 
the community council would like to proceed with.

Other Items 
Items raised included the state of the car park at the 
community centre; the swing park; the football pitch; 
the collection of wheelie bins at some houses; the 
mal-functioning of some of the street lights; the con-
dition of the asbestos water pipes to some houses, 
the planting of trees along the new road and the 
shore and tide warning signage.

Any member of the community wishing a item raised 
should contact a member of the community council, 
the secretary christine Moody at 9 tong or come 
along to the next meeting which is on 30 October at 
7.30 pm in the community centre.

the local children. Krysta caught the biggest fish and we 
all had lots of fun.  If you were hungry there was a bar-
beque!  It was a great day out.
by Adam Finlayson, P4

I was at the Gress Fishing Day.  I caught a fish.  there 
were sea trout.  I had a burger.  It was tasty.  this was 
the first fish I ever caught.  It was awesome and it was 
great fun.
by Keith bray, P2

My name is Harry bray.  I went to the Gress Fishing Day 
and I caught one sea trout.  My rod was bending and I 
thought the fish was going to pull me in!
by Harry bray, P4

On Saturday, 15th September, I went to the Gress 
Fishing Day.  It was a competition for children.  the com-
petition was to catch the biggest fish.  I caught the big-
gest fish!  It weighed three pounds. It was a sea trout. It 
was my first time holding a rod as well. I got a shield. It 
was so much fun.
by Krysta bray, P5

Medals for football

Krysta with her Fishing Shield

Nursery children having fun

Report from the Tong Community Council Meeting 
of 10 September
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE
Access Roads, Site Clearances, 

Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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From the 
Archives...

A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

crabs and creatures like them all belong to a family of 
crushed asians.

the closest town to France is Dover. You can get to 
France on a train or you can go on a fairy.

Helicopters are cleverer than planes. not only can they fly 
through the air they can also hoover.

In Scandinavia the Danish people come from Denmark, 
the norwegians come from norway and the Lapdancers 
come from Lapland.

I asked my mum why we said old men at the end of 
prayers at skool, I don’t know any old men apart from 
grandpa.

the total is when you add up all the numbers and a 
remainder is an animal that pulls santa on his slay.

In last year’s christmas concert, Linzi played the main 
prat. I played one of the smaller prats and I would like to 
have a bigger prat this year.

On our activity holiday Dad wanted to ride the hores, but 
mom said they were too ekspensiv.

Sir Walter raleigh circumcised the world with a big clip-
per.

I would like to be an accountant but you have to know a 
lot about moths.

If it is less than 90 degrees it is a cute angel.

…and at the end of the show we all sing away in a man-
ager.

In geography we learned that countries with sea round 
them are islands and ones without sea are incontinents.

In wartime children who lived in big cities had to be evap-
orated because it was safer in the country. 

then Joan of Ark met her end. She was burned as a 
steak.

If you marry two people you are a pigamist, but morons 
are allowed to do this.

A mosque is a sort of church. the main difference is that 
its roof is doomed.

Sometimes in the war they take prisners and keep them 
as ostriges until the war is over.  Some prisners end up in 
consterpation camps.

the Jews celebrate a festival called Yom Kipper.

Osama bin Laden is hiding in a cafe in Afghanistan.

Classroom Clangers
Just for Laughs
The following are genuine classroom clangers.

10 YEARS AGO

the October 2002 Loch a tuath news reported that Sgoil 
a’ bhac was considering a change to the school day, start-
ing at 8.40am and finishing at 3.05pm. A meeting had 
been held with parents explaining the potential educa-
tional benefits of an earlier start and finish to the school 
day. A ballot of P5 to S2 pupils indicated that there was an 
overwhelming majority of pupils in favour of the changes.

In the News in October 2002:

2 October - the congress of the United States passes a 
joint resolution, which authorizes the President to use the 
United States Armed Forces as he deems necessary and 
appropriate, against Iraq.

the Washington beltway Sniper attacks begin with five 
shootings in Montgomery county, Maryland.

9 October – the Dot-com bubble bear Market reaches bot-
tom, when the Dow Jones Industrial Average slips below 
7,200.

12 October – terrorists detonate bombs in 2 nightclubs in 
Kuta, bali, killing 202 and injuring over 300. 

14 October - the northern Ireland Assembly is suspended 
following allegations of spying in ‘Stormontgate.’

22-25 October – chechen rebels take control of the theatre 
nord-Ost in Moscow and hold the audience hostage.

23 October – estelle Morris resigns as Secretary of State for 
education, explaining that she did not feel up to the job.

24 October – the beltway Snipers, John Allen Muhammad 
and Lee boyd Malvo, are arrested.

30 October - Formal broadcasting of Itv Digital’s replace-
ment Freeview begins.

this Morning presenter John Leslie is sacked by Granada 
television following a series of allegations about his person-
al life. Although he was subsequently cleared his television 
career never recovered. 

Have I Got news For You presenter Angus Deayton is 
sacked after allegations regarding his personal life appeared 
in the media. 

UK number one singles in October 2002 included Las 
Ketchup with ‘the Ketchup Song’.
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower bouquet and basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted bowls and baskets

A Worldwide e-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

credit and Debit cards Accepted

MACLEOD & MACLEOD – BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET

STORNOWAY
TELEPHONE; 01851 703384

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD’S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656



21

Tribute by a Friend

There passed away at 
her home at New Street, 
Back, on Oct 8th, Christina 
Macmillan, widow of Murdo 
Graham, aged 71 years.  
Although Mrs Graham’s 
health had been indiffer-
ent for the past 2 years, she 
was able to be about until 3 
months ago.  Since that time 
she was nursed with loving 
care and tender devotion 
by her two daughters, Bella 
Anne and Jamesina.  She’s 
also survived by 5 sons, 2 of 
whom are in New York and 

1 in San Francisco, and it was a great solace to all that Angus, her 
youngest son, who happened to be home on leave from the Royal 
Air Force, was at her bedside when death called her away.  Mrs 
Graham was a woman of high principles, winning trust and respect 
by her charity of vision and wisdom in all matters.  Up to the last 
she took a keen interest in current events, and her intelligence for 
one of her years was remarkable.  The sorrows which she herself 
had borne in the past did not leave their mark outwardly, for she 
always had a kindly smile of welcome for old and young.  The 
sympathy of the whole community goes out to the bereaved and 
lonely daughters and to the sons at home and abroad.  The service 
was conducted at the house by the Rev Roderick Mackenzie, Free 
Church, Back, and the funeral, which took place on Oct 10th was 
largely attended.

Communion

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was dispensed in the Free 
Church Congregation of Back on Sunday, 4th October.  Rev 
Roderick Mackenzie, minister of the congregation, was assisted on 
this occasion by Rev Kenneth A Macrae, Stornoway, and Rev John 
Maciver, Carloway.  The services began on Thursday, first day of 
the month and terminated on Monday 5th October.  Weather was 
rather unfavourable, but large congregations attended all diets of 
worship, including a good sprinkling of strangers from all parts of 
the island.

On Leave

Those on leave this week are: - Donald Mackenzie, RNR, 51 
Vatisker and Donald Macleod, NB Loco. Department, 45 Vatisker.  
Neil Angus Macleod, School St; Kenneth Macleod, 12 Gress;  
Alexander Macleod, 66 Back and Donald Macleod, Lighthill, 
Vatisker left recently to join the forces, the first three mentioned 
for the Navy and the latter for the RAF as a radio operator.  On 
leave Corporal Bella Morrison, WAAF, 34 Gress;  PO John 
Morrison, RNR, 34 Gress;  William Morrison, RNR, 34 Gress;  
Christina Ferguson, 17 Gress;  Johanna Macmillan, ATS, 6 Gress;  
George Macleod, RNR, 1 Gress;  Samuel Macleod, RNR, New 
Street, Back;  Cpl Angus Graham, RAF, New Street, Back;  Pte 
Angus Macleod, Worcester Regiment, 1 New Park, Vatisker;  John 
Russell, Scots Guards, 1 New Park, Vatisker;  Evander Morrison, 
RNR, New Street, Back;  Chirsty Ann Stewart, 29 Gress who 
works in a factory in Glasgow made the return journey by air 
recently.

Tong
On Leave

Those on leave in the village this week were:- George Maciver, 
Merchant Navy, 21 Aird, Tong;  Malcolm Maclean, RNR, 19 Tong;  
M. J. Macdonald, 3 Tong;  Christina Thomson, 32 Aird Tong;  
Peggy Thomson, ATS, 32 Aird Tong;  Joan Macleod, 31 Aird Tong; 
Dolly Matheson, Civil Defence, 52 Aird Tong; Kitty Ann Macleod, 
WAAF, 31 Tong;  Alastair Finlayson, RNR, 24 Aird Tong;  Kenneth 
Stewart, Merchant Navy, 11 Tong;  Donald Macdonald, RNR, 
1 Aird Tong;  George Mackenzie, RNR, 7 Aird Tong;  Kenneth 
Maciver, RNR, 5 Tong Park. Donald Maclennan, 17 Tong, has left 
to join the Royal Navy;  Murdo Smith, 7 Tong Park to join the 
Merchant Navy,  and Kenneth Stewart, 11 Tong to rejoin his ship.

Pilot Officer Macfarlane

The appearance of Iain Macfarlane on a short visit to his grand-
mother, Mrs Matheson, 13 Aird Tong was highly appreciated by 
all his friends.  On leave from the RAF, Pilot Officer Macfarlane, 
is a product of the Empire Air Training Scheme and he is to be 
congratulated on attaining the high standard set.  The only son of 
the late Mr John Macfarlane and Mrs Macfarlane of Clarkston, 
Renfrewshire, he is perhaps one of the youngest qualified pilots in 
the service and in his future career, which we shall watch closely.  
We wish him all success and “happy landings”.

Harvest Work

Despite weather conditions, most of the corn has been gathered in.  
Full advantage was taken of the recent short spell of fine weather to 
complete the harvesting of the corn.  The workers were few but the 
lack of numbers was made good by the enthusiasm brought to the 
task.  A great feeling of thankfulness and satisfaction for a job well 
done is the prevailing note. 

Communion
Communion services were held last week.  On Friday the service 
was conducted by Rev Mr Maciver, Carloway and on Sunday by 
Rev Mr Macrae, Stornoway.

Obituary
The intimation in our previous issue of the passing of George 
Matheson, 52 Aird Tong, would have come as a great shock to 
his many friends at home and abroad.  His serious illness of last 
year slowed down a strenuous and active life, and left him shaken.  
Nevertheless, he carried on, until in August a severe chill laid him 
low, and despite the untiring efforts and devoted care of his wife 
and daughters, he passed away after a brief illness on Sunday morn-
ing, 6th September, in his 77th year.  George Matheson will always 
be remembered as a man with a great natural love of living things 
which endeared him to all.  He had a prodigious capacity for work, 
to which he brought immense energy and boundless enthusiasm, 
attributes given to few, only the fortunate possessors of which know 
the true joy of effort.  This remained undiminished throughout his 
life.  A great fund of anecdotes drawn from his experiences in many 
parts of the world was another pleasing side to his character.  He 
had indeed an interesting and lively personality.  A loving husband 
and a kind father, he is sadly missed by his family and to them in 
their great sorrow is extended the deepest sympathy of all who 
knew him.  The high esteem in which he was held was evidenced by 
the large number of those who came from far and near, to pay their 
last respects.

Back in Time: October 1942

Christina Macmillan
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James Macdonald (Siomadaidh), 6 Coll

Seumas Choinneach Sheumais (James Beaton, 37 Coll) (front left).  Can 
any reader identify the others?

Ina Choinneach Sheumais (Angusina Beaton, 37 Coll) with great great 
grand neice Samantha, March 2011.  Ina aged 92, Samantha aged 8

Donnie and Kitty Bell Mhochain

Upsan with Murchadh Uilleam Dhomhnaill, Lighthill, and his wife.  
Taken in Brisbane in the sixties

Murdo Graham (mac a’ Phrem), Norman Murray (mac 
Thormoid an Help), Karen Murray (nighean Thormoid 
an Help) at 38 Gress
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Back Community Council Notes, 
August / September 2012
by Peter Urpeth, on behalf of Back Community Council
back community council held its first meeting after the sum-
mer break on tuesday 28th August in back School, and dis-
cussed the following:

Cuts to Local Services
the budgetary cuts to local services, especially to back 
School, was raised with the local councillors, all of whom 
were present at the community council meeting.
Specific concern was expressed with regard to budgets for 
peripatetic teachers and the recent introduction of charging 
for school bus services (dependent on the distance to school 
travelled by the child.)
community council members emphasised that the cuts 
were and would have real impacts on the standard and 
diversity of education locally and throughout the islands, and 
that there were real concerns about the safety of children 
walking to school and the financial implications of the new 
charges for many parents, especially given the original plan 
and short notice of the introduction of the intended charges.
Local councillors outlined the severe financial situation the 
comhairle is facing, with successive years of cuts and more 
needed, but the community council expressed concerns 
that central government’s local authority settlements do not 
reflect the local situation in the Western Isles and the finan-
cial needs of the comhairle in providing and maintaining key 
services.
the community council also expressed concerns about the 
poor presentation of some of the comhairle’s policies and 
decisions to the local community, especially the issue of 
school bus charging.
the community council agreed to ask comhairle leaders, 
and senior staff in finance and education to attend a meet-
ing to outline the current situation and to explain the actions 
that the leadership are taking to defend the level of finance 
available to the comhairle of key services, and to press for 
an increase in the budget available in recognition of the true 
circumstances locally.
this meeting is due to take place at the beginning of 
the next community council meeting at 7.30pm on 25th 
September at back School. 
At the time of going to press, 
comhairle Leader, Angus 
campbell, along with Director 
of Finance and corporate 
resources, robert emmott, 
and bernard chisholm of the 
comhairle’s education depart-
ment, had agreed to attend the 
meeting.
Full notes from the meeting will 
be in this report in the next issue 
of Loch a tuath news.

Back School Secondary Unit 
Closure - Commemoration 
Book
Following the successful exhi-
bition organised to mark the 

closure of the back School secondary unit, the exhibition’s 
organising committee have continued their work and are 
now compiling a commemorative book of the photographs 
and other documents that were in the exhibition. the organ-
isers attended the community council meeting and gave a 
presentation on their work and plans for the book. the group 
meet every tuesday night in the school, and are busy rais-
ing funds to support the publication as well as planning the 
considerable work required in producing what will be a very 
fitting memory of the school and the exhibition for all those 
in the community and beyond who attended the unit over 
the years. back community council offered the group its 
full support in their project and awarded an initial grant from 
funds in support of their work.

Local Paths Network Development
representatives of back community council attended the 
latest meeting of the group established locally - comprised of 
cc members, grazings committees and others - to develop 
the network of paths throughout the Loch a tuath district. 
Plans are at an early stage - watch this space for news in 
the coming months.

Community Refuse Skips
the community council received confirmation that, due 
to HSe health and safety concerns (as opposed to recent 
concerns about the misuse of the service), skips would be 
removed from all villages in the very near future. 
the community council discussed the difficulties this would 
mean for local residents, and the fact that the comhairle’s 
bulk refuse uplift service, for which a fee is payable, is con-
tinuing. Further discussions of this issue will take place in 
future meetings.

Local Phone Book
All houses in the district should by now have received a 
form for the local phone book. Please complete this and 
return it to Gordon’s Shop ASAP, or complete the form 
online at our website (www.backcommunitycouncil.word-
press.com). A deadline for all forms being returned has 
been set for Wednesday 31st October.

The Community Council offered its support to a group aiming to create a book to mark the 
closure of the secondary department of Sgoil a’ Bhac
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Preparation time: 20 minutes 
Cooking time: 15 minutes

Ingredients

• 100g chicken 
• 1.25ml Chinese 5 spice
• 10ml vegetable oil
• 1 small onion
• ¼ green pepper
• ¼ red pepper 
• ¼ courgette 
• 50g mushrooms 
• 10ml soy sauce 
• 15ml orange juice 
• 5ml cornflour 
• 100ml chicken stock
• 100g long grain rice
• 200ml hot water
• Garnish: chives

Method

1. cut chicken into strips.

2. Peel and dice onion.
3. Wash peppers, courgette and mushrooms.
4. cut peppers into strips, slice courgettes and 
mushrooms.
5. blend orange juice and soy sauce with corn-
flour in a small bowl and set aside.
6. rinse rice, place in a pan and cover with 
200mls boiling water.
boil for 10- 15 minutes.
7. Heat oil in large frying pan or wok.
8. Add the chicken and chinese 5 spice. cook 
for 3 minutes, stirring continuously.
9. Add onion, pepper, courgette and mush-
rooms. Allow to cook for 5 minutes, stirring 
gently.
10. Add chicken stock to the blended cornflour 
and add to frying pan.
Keep stirring until mixture thickens a little.
11. Garnish with chives.

Chinese Chicken

Back School Home Economics Project 1967-68 (left-right): Rhoda Ferguson, Margaret Murray, J. 
Campbell, Chirsty Bell Ferguson, C. Macleod, Etta Bell Ferguson, M. Macleod

Back School Choir, Local Mod, 1987
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Miann a’ chait bhith anns an tràigh ged nach toir e fhèin as 
e. the desire of the cat is in the ocean, although he won’t 
take it out himself. (Wishing or desiring to do something that 
won’t happen.)

Uisg’ is grian, cha do sheas fada riamh. rain and sun, 
never lasted long together. (When two unlikely things mix).

Mar rionnag anns an oidhche fhrasach. Like a star in a 
showery night. (Something you see very seldom.)

car a tha anns an t-seann mhaide, tha e duilich a thoirt as. 
A twist in an old piece of wood is difficult to remove. (Habits 
of a lifetime are hard to change.)

ruigidh each mall muileann mura bris e chnàmhan. A slow 
horse will reach a mill, unless it breaks its bones. (Similar to 
‘slow and steady wins the race’.)

cha chumadh taigh le beul sàmhach. You cannot keep a 
household by remaining quiet. (You have to exert some 
authority.)

ealach an duine leisg. the burden of the lazy person. 
(taking on more than you can carry.)

eiteamh a’ ghaoth tuath – sneachd is reothadh ann an 
greis. the thaw of the north wind, snow and freezing will 
soon follow.

cha chaoidh duine an rud nach fhaic e. A person won’t 
covet something they can’t see.

‘S fhearr caraid ‘s a’ chùirt na crùn sa sporan.  A friend in 
court is better than a crown in the purse.

rud a thig leis a’ ghaoth, falbhaidh e leis an uisge. What 
comes with the wind will go with the rain. (What you do not 
earn or work for fades away.)

cha do dh’fhosgail doras nach do dhùin doras. A door 
never opened without a door closing. Something good may 
develop (one door closes, another door opens.)

tha an rathad càm is dìreach. the road is crooked and 
straight. (Walk of life – rough and smooth.)

A’ falbh mar laogh gun mhàthar. Going around like a calf 
without its mother. (A person not knowing whether he is 
coming or going.)

Is binn guth an eòin far am breathadh e. beautiful is the 
voice of birds where they were born. (Happy to be back 
where you were born.)

Gu ma fada beò thu agus ceò as do thaigh. Long may you 
live and your chimney reek.

‘Sin e agaibh is dèanadh càl na brochan dheth! there you 
have it and make of it what you will!

One Dog at a Time by Pen Farthing
In a remote outpost of now Zad, in Helmand Province, 
royal Marine Pen Farthing stumbles across the sickening 
site of an organised dog fight. Appalled by the horrors of 
the treatment of these dogs he breaks up the fight, mak-
ing sure that the locals are aware of how their behaviour 
had upset him.

not long after this he finds one of the fight dogs hiding in 
a storeroom on the compound. Pen begins to care for the 
dog, who he names nowzad. Soon more dogs are finding 
refuge with Pen and his Marine colleagues. His next task 
is to find safety for these new friends once the soldiers’ 
tour of duty is finished.

More than just a book about dogs I found myself thor-
oughly involved in the details of Marine life with the hard-
ships and highlights of a military existence.  As well as 
being a harrowing portrayal of war it is an insight into how 
the companionship of a dog can offer an escape from the 
brutal realities of a soldier’s life. On his return to the UK 
Pen established and is running the charity nowzad, with 
the aim of caring and maintaining rescue facilities for the 
strays of this war torn country.

I thoroughly recommend this book and the work of 
nowzad.

carolyn Hudson

Gaelic Proverbs

Book Review
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the garden season is now drawing to a close and it is 
certainly ending better than the way in which it began, 
though the September weather was somewhat disap-

pointing.  there will be very little growth once we come to 
the end of October, when the temperature drops.

If your rhubarb yield was poor this year it was probably due 
to the common rhubarb complaint - neglect.  now is the 
time, once the leaves die down, to dig it up with a spade 
and move it to a new site in an open position, digging in rot-
ted grass cuttings, a sprinkling of Growmore and seaweed, 
to ensure a good crop next year.  covering the rhubarb 
over the winter with rotted grass cuttings and seaweed will 
also protect the plant from frost. the question that is always 
asked is whether rhubarb is a fruit or a vegetable. the 
answer is that some refer to it as a fruit and others a veg-
etable.  It still tastes the same, but a word of warning - its 
leaves are highly poisonous.

the moss killer applied in the Spring has done wonders to 
the lawn, ridding it of most of the moss.  Frequent mowing 
with raised cutters is commended rather than scalping the 
turf, and late autumn cuttings, minus the grass-box, will give 
back to the lawn valuable plant food to sustain it through the 
winter months.

I decided to make two planters this year for the begonias, 
using 4 ins wide fencing material.  they are 4 ft long, 12 ins 
wide and 12 ins deep, with each taking approximately one 
bag of compost.  they are easy to make, are attractive in 
appearance and their size is more in proportion to the back 
garden than individual pots would be - in fact they comple-
ment the pots. they can also be transferred to any part of 
the garden and the plants are out of the reach of slugs.

As touching on houseplants, the orchid did not produce 
any flowers this year, but new leaves and roots began to 
appear further up the stems - in other words it was develop-
ing new orchid plants.  not knowing much about orchids, I 
nevertheless cut the stem beneath the newly formed plants 
and transferred them into new transparent pots, using spe-
cial orchid compost, which contains bark and is available 
from local Garden centres.  It is an unusual plant, with its 
unsightly protruding roots which draw the moisture from the 
air, though it does need occasional watering and feeding.  
Make use of your used tea bags for watering houseplants.

From the Poileagan

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...Close of the Season

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
to give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LAtn or cash 
for £33.00 to Mrs M. A. Davidson, 3a new Street, 
back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £33.00
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

OrchidPlanter
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Loch a Tuath

The following are extracts from ‘Loch a Tuath’, the maga-
zine published by Back School in 1983.

Primary One

When we went to the telifishin room onle Magethachur was 
on the tele and we had to go back to the class becos she 
wan the vots and she is the prim minstur

I was at the spots and I got a bach in the runeen and I lost 
the uru ras and I got a can and a pakt of krisps and I opind 
the can by the botim

I went to see Margaret my cusin and she was shaking and 
she was working with her botim butin she was waring her 
blue cardegan be cos she was going to sing in the storni-
way school at the mod

Primary Three

My best subject is I find out. And I don’t want to leave 
school when I grow big. And it is not fair because when 
ever I go up to the tuck shop the seconderys push. And one 
of the cooks is my Auntie. And I think the food is great.

A policeman catches robers and other people too. I have 
seen the back policeman. I have been with Kevin to the 
police stasin. the policeman came to backschool longago 
in the television room the back policeman came to show 
us flim about not going in peoples cars because they might 
kill you it is very Dangers to go in somebodys car. a poilice 
man Will find fighty pounds for not Wearing your seatbelt. 
Policemen are very strong too you have to go to cort if you 
Don’t wear your Seatbelt so Watch out If you get find fighty 
pounds from now on. So don’t be catched.

Margaret thacher is very un portan and she has been on 
news and she was white hair.

Mis thacher is a priminister. One day Mis thacher fell down 
the steps.

I saw Magy thacher on the news and think she is prince 
charls’ mother.

I like my teacher very much but I’m not that shoor about 
that when she is angry.

Ms thatcher has a purppl hat with fethesh.

My pet is a puppy and it is a ras cal and when I come from 
school he jumps up on me when I come is the gate. I gyif 
him dog food.

Diluain an ceithreamh la-deug den Mhàirt.

bithidh mi ag ithe ricicles agus ugh agus tost. bithidh mo 
dol dhan a’ chanteen, bithidh mi ag ithe magarony. An diugh 
bha feòil fhuar againn.

Primary Four

One day I went to the denist and I was 5 it in the line and 
my teeth were clatring, and my tummy was rumbling, and 
my face went pale, and I was shivering and my feet were 
ling gling and the boy next to me was glgling and I felt like a 
shoe went down my throat and I was redding a book and it 
said how to get your teeth out but I was not going to get my 
teeth out but I wasent geting my teeth out but I was geting 
a tooth out and it was bad geting a filling.

If I Were Prime Minister

If I were Prime Minister I would try to stop all the vandalism. 
I would bang all the sprays. I would replace all the vandil-
ised places and things. I would go round northen Irland. I 
except it would vandalised. I would bang all the guns in the 
shops. I mabye try to stop neclear misiles. 

At the dentist

Loch a Tuath cover
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Material for  
publication in the NOVEMBER issue of Loch a Tuath News 

must be in before WEDNESDAY 17th OCTOBER 2012

Back School P5, 1985-86
Back row: Ewen Matheson (Vatisker), Alex John Macdonald (Coll), Peter Mackay (Vatisker), David Macleod (Coll), Craig 
Smith (Back), Helen Macleod (Coll)
Middle row: Iain Morrison (Back), Andrew Macleod (Gress), Robert Maclennan (Back), Lewis Campbell (Back), Muriel 
Macrae (Broadbay View), Gordon Maciver (Upper Coll)
Front row: Johanna Mackenzie (Vatisker), Matthew Seddon (Gress), Neil Stewart (Vatisker), Miss Chirsty Ann Macleod, 
Innes Graham (Coll), Andrew Murray (Back), Joan Stewart (Upper Coll)

Loch a Tuath through the church bell tower (photo by Alister Maciver)


