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 Choirs and Quaichs 
Congratulations to Còisir Sgìr’ a’ Bhac 

on their successful Mòd in Dunoon
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The views expressed in the Loch a 
Tuath News by named individuals, 
unless otherwise stated, are not 
necessarily endorsed by the LATN 
editorial committee.

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: angusmorrison@ukgateway.net 
By post: 14 New Street, Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH 

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible.  If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the 
community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their 
free time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and 
ears’ of the district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal 
Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3 to cover cost and 
postage. 

Fàilte
Welcome to the November issue 
of Loch a Tuath News. This month 
we have news of the National mod 
which took place in Dunoon recently, 
with many local participants perform-
ing with distinction. We congratulate 
all those who participated. Also this 
month Norman Smith continues his 
entertaining account of going to sea 
after graduating from Lews Castle 
College as a naval cadet. The Loch 
a Tuath News goes far afield each 
month, and we were delighted to 
hear recently from readers in Canada 
and New Zealand! We would be 
pleased to hear more from our read-
ers, whether at home or abroad. 
Now that the first school term of the 
session is over we hear some views 
from local pupils on the new Nicolson 
Institute building. We have the latest 
news from back FC and from back 
Community Council and we also 
have another Just for Laughs section 
and a recipe.

This month’s issue also contains a 
nomination form for our annual Loch 
a Tuath News Citizenship Award. If 
you would like to nominate someone 
who you think is worthy of receiving 

recognition then be sure to cast your 
vote. See page 25 for details.

As well as all of that, we have our 
usual regular features too, such as 
As na bailtean, From the manse, 
back in Time, From the Archives, 
Anns a’ Ghàrradh and the latest 
news from Sgoil a’ bhac and Tong 
School. many thanks to all those 
of you who have contributed to this 
month’s issue. Please get in touch 
with us if you have anything which 
you think would be of interest. 

Cover photo: Còisir Sgìr’ a’ bhac 
had a very successful mòd, winning 
the prestigious Choral rural competi-
tion (The Lorn Shield), as well as the 
Dalriada Cup for Gaelic, The Captain 
Angus Stewart Trophy for music, and 
the evelyn Huckbody Trophy for high-
est marks in music for the Puirt.

Back row: Conductor Avril Duncan, 
elizabeth maclean, Carol macdonald, 
Chrissie bell Urpeth, Laura Graham, 
Katy Graham, marie Ishbel Anderson, 
Irene macritchie, mairi macleod, David 
maclennan, Alasdair Allan, Calum Watt

Front row: rona morrison, Annabel 
bain, Diane macleod, Kristeen 
macleod, eoghann macleod, John 
A maciver, murdo ‘Cloudy’ macleod 
(photo courtesy of Graham Hood 
Photography)
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Neil Angus, Aonghas bàn morrison, An 
Captain, Iain Alex Alasdair bhig, red 
and others.  Please take a little time to 
look in cupboards and old boxes and 
hand in anything you think may be of 
interest. We would love to see them 
and they will make all the difference to 
this special publication.    

Coll
Bereavements
our sympathy goes to Catriona 
macintosh, 22 Coll, on the death of her 
husband Douglas. Seonaid, murdo and 
family, Arthur, evelyn and family, and 
all relatives, friends and neighbours are 
also in our thoughts at this sad time.

We also extend our sympathy to 
Angus, Catherine (nighean Ishbal agus 
Willie basher) and their family on the 
very sudden death of Angus’ father 
John murdo mackay, Swordale, Point. 
Unfortunately Angus was with his family 
at the mod at the time. At this difficult 
time all other relatives, friends and 
neighbours are in our thoughts. 

Visitors

Sonny Irvine Tracey

Two-month-old Sonny Irvine Tracey 
recently came from Inverness to 
Lewis to visit his proud great granny, 
Catherine macleod, at 62 Coll.  As the 
photo shows, they got on terrifically.  
His parents, ruth and Scott, also took 
him to see Coll beach where they got 
engaged in the Spring of 2011. 

On Holiday
on holiday with their son Jim and Alice 
at Dunamhaig, 42b Coll, were his moth-
er morag, father Willie, sister elizabeth 
and niece eilidh. They enjoyed their 
stay and the weather was very kind to 
them.

Mod
our congratulations go to all those 
young and not so young who did so 
well at the royal National mod in 

As NA 
BAilteAN

BaCk / Vatisker
Mrs Dolina MacLeod 
For the third occasion in so many 
months the passing of yet another of 
vatisker’s senior ladies is recorded in 
this village news column.  mrs Dolina 
macLeod - Dolina bheag Alasdair a’ 
Chobie - passed away peacefully, in 
ospadal nan eilean, at the age of 91 
years on Wednesday 17th october.   

Dolina was the youngest daughter, and 
last surviving member of the family of 
the late Alexander and Dolina martin, 
17 vatisker.  There were four daugh-
ters and three sons in Teaghlach an 
Tagailie.  

In pre World War Two years carnivals 
were held to aide Lewis Hospital funds 
and Dolina bheag’s good looks and 
attractiveness won for her the beauty 
Queen’s crown on one occasion.

In spite of a busy life of caring for 
elderly parents, bringing up her own 
family and many daily hours of weaving 
tweeds she retained her youthful fea-
tures and looks into old age. 

In 1951 she married Norman macLeod, 
who came from Shawbost, hence the 
reason why he was known locally as 
Tormod Shiaboist.  They had a family 
of three sons and a daughter to whom 
we extend our heartfelt sympathy.  We 
also remember all her nieces and 
nephews at this sad time. 

Appeal for Photographs
The organisers of the exhibition that 
marked the closure of Sgoil a’ bhac’s 
Secondary Department were aware – 
as were those who visited the school 
in June - that although a considerable 
collection of old class photographs 
were on show there were some years, 
particularly in the late 30s and 40s, for 
which there were no photographs avail-
able.  If anyone has any such photos 
we would be grateful if they could be 
handed in to the school office, with 
the owner’s name written on the back. 
once a copy is taken the original will 
be returned to its owner. Alternatively 
you can scan photos and send them to 
angusmorrison@ukgateway.net

A book of memories is being prepared 
and your input can make the final fin-
ished project more complete and inter-
esting for everyone.

The writer remembers once seeing 
a class photograph of rob burnside, 

Dunoon. Keep up the good work. Now 
you’ll have to start preparing for next 
year’s mod.

Graduation

Rachael Cowie with her mother Alison

rachael Cowie graduated in July from 
the University of edinburgh with an mA 
(Hons) in business Studies.  She is a 
granddaughter of Catherine macleod, 
62 Coll.

Gress
Well Done

Isabelle Bain

Isabelle bain from the Nicolson Institute 
was named best Scottish speaker at 
a Gaelic Debate held in edinburgh 
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recently. The annual debate, ri Chèile, 
is organised by Comunn na Gàidhlig in 
Scotland and Gael Linn in Ireland and 
sees teenagers from both countries 
debating various topics. 

Visitors
Janet (banntrach Jimsie) had visitors 
from New Zealand in September. He 
was the grandson of Iain Alec Alasdair 
bhig (Janet’s brother). Craig is a pilot in 
New Zealand and his wife Kara a radi-
ographer. They really enjoyed their stay 
in Gress and meeting the family.

Nan murray’s son Iain (mac Thormoid 
an Help) has now left robert Gordon 
University and moved to Prague where 
he has a post in a school computing 
department. The family have all settled 
down well over there.

Get Well Wishes
We are pleased to hear that Cathie Ann 
macleod is now at home after her sur-
gery and we send our good wishes to 
her and hope she continues to improve 
at home.

Happy Birthday
belated 70th birthday wishes go to 
Donald murray, No. 13. Congratulations 
Donald.

tonG
Condolences
The sincere sympathy of the whole 
community is extended to mrs Joy 
macdonald, milking Hill, following the 
tragic death of her husband Alasdair 
Iain (Pin) recently. We also remember 
his brother murdo and sister-in-law 
Heather at this very difficult time.

The sincere sympathy of the whole 
community is also extended to the 
family of Angus George Finlayson, 
formerly of milking Hill, who passed 
away recently. We remember Sandra 
his wife, and his sons Neil, Donald and 
Alexander. We remember his daugh-
ter Christine along with her husband 
and family especially at this time, and 
assure her that she is very much in our 
thoughts and prayers. We also send 
our condolences to Angus George’s sis-
ters Teeni, Katag and Seonag who lost 
their beloved only brother.

Congratulations
Calum Alexander murray was born on 
the 30th July 2012 weighing 10lb 2oz, 

a first child for Ally and Donna murray.  
Calum is a third grandchild for Calum 
Iain (Kim) and Chrissie murray, 6 Tong 
and a first grandchild for Alex (Scotch) 
and morag murray, 33 North Street, 
Sandwick.

Calum Alexander Murray

Four Generations
Two great grandmothers are pictured 
with the great grandson they share. 
mrs mary Flora Campbell (Tong) is pic-
tured with her son Angus (melbost), her 
grand-daughter marianna and her great 
grandson James Campbell White (16 
Tong) who was born on the 17th August.

 Mary Flora Campbell and family

mrs barbara macdonald (Upper 
Coll) is pictured with her daughter 
babs (melbost), her grand-daughter 
marianna, and great grandson James.

 Barbara Macdonald and family

Upper Coll
Congratulations
Congratulations to marianne and 
Andrew macaulay who were married 
on 21st September 2012. After the 
marriage in the Free Church Seminary, 
Stornoway, the reception was held in 
the Clan macQuarrie Hall in borve. 
Andrew is the son of Iain and Anne 
macaulay, 81 Upper Coll, and marianne 
is the daughter of roddy and Christine 
martin of 10 Grant Square, Stornoway. 
marianne and Andrew are now settled 
in Glasgow after a honeymoon in South 
Africa.

Andrew Macaulay and Marianne Martin

Congratulations to David, son of 
Calum and Joan maclean, Upper Coll, 
and mairi, daughter of Norman and 
Nellie maciver, 2a back, on the occa-
sion of their marriage on September 
21st in St Stephen’s, Inverness with the 
reception at the New Drumossie.  We 
wish them a happy future as they set-
tle in their new house at Highbury, 2b 
back.

 David Maclean and Mairi Maciver

Congratulations also to Annis matheson 
(nighean Iain Timber agus Catriona) 
and oyvind Nørdvik 28th September in 
Inverness. more details next month.



5

Druim Leathann Windfarm Limited is proposing to develop 
“Druim Leathann” approximately 2 km West of Tolsta, Isle of 
Lewis.  The Windfarm will comprise up to 14 turbines and 
associated infrastructure with a total output of around 42 
megawatts (mW). 
Druim Leathann windfarm Limited are holding a public exhi-
bition to introduce and discuss their proposals for Druim 
Leathann Windfarm.

The exhibition will be held on:
Tuesday 20th November 2012 at Tolsta School.

Doors will open from 2pm until 8pm
We hope you will be able to attend. 

If you have any queries or require further information 

on these proposals or the public exhibition, please con-
tact Alasdair macLeod, Tel 01475 749950 or email 
info@2020renewables.com

Those wishing to make comments on the proposals may do 
so at the above event and/or in writing to:
Druim Leathann Windfarm Limited, Clyde view (Suite F3), 
riverside business Park, 22 Pottery Street, Greenock, 
PA152UZ.

Please note that all written representations must be sent to 
the above address and NoT to Comhairle Nan eilean Siar. 
An opportunity to make representations to the Council will 
exist when a formal planning application is made by the 
applicants in summer 2012.

Driving Test Success
Congratulations to Lauren macleod, 9 Gearraidh Ghuirm, 
who recently passed her driving test. A few days later, 
Lauren moved to Spain where she is working as an au pair, 
looking after two children. As well as learning English from 
Lauren, they may pick up some Gaelic as well. We wish 
Lauren all the best with driving on the wrong side of the 
road and for her time in Spain.

Birthday Greetings

Agnes Stewart

Agnes Stewart, 19b Upper Coll, recently celebrated her 80th 
birthday with friends and family. We send Agnes our con-
gratulations and best wishes.

Thanks
We would like to thank mal macleod for holding the fort as 
Upper Coll Correspondent for the last few months. Anna 
Tucker is now taking over as Col Uarach correspondent so 
please contact her with all your news items. Anna’s contact 
details can be found on page 2.

National Mod
Congratulations and very well done to Christine Stone 
(nighean moley), now living in Caithness, on winning the 
prestigious Gold medal for traditional singing at this year’s 
mod in Dunoon. It was an excellent performance, more than 
worthy of the honour. Well done also to Ceitlin Smith from 
South Dell who came third in the same competition – she 
also has Upper Coll connections being the great grand-daugh-
ter of Poshan, 7 Upper Coll, a family well known for their singing 
talents. We shall see and hear much more from her in the future.

Loch a Tuath Community Hut

Santa’s Grotto
Saturday 8th December

2 – 4pm

Grotto - £3 for visit and a present,
£1 extra for a photo with Santa

Post your letter to Santa in his special mailbox

Tea, coffee & home baking (for a donation)
There will also be baking for sale

NOTICE OF PRE-APPLICATION PUBLIC EVENT

LATN’s Youngest reader?

James Campbell, grandson of Kenny and Anne, 
14 Upper Coll, catching up on the gossip!

Remembrance Day
The remembrance Day Service will 

take place on Sunday 11 November at 
10.45am at the back War memorial. Tea 
and coffee will be available in the church 

hall after the service.
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Royal National Mod, 2012

Craig F Macleod from Gress won the Bronze Medal 
playing a March, Strathspey & Reel in the Smiths 
Mearns Trophy U19 Open Accordion Competition

Mairi Maclennan (Gress) came 1st in the U19 
Melodeon, 13-15 Silver Pendant and 13-15 

Còisir Sgìr’ a’ Bhac’s Mod

Còisir Sgìr’ a’ bhac set off for the mod in Dunoon this 
year with numbers somewhat depleted, due to other 
commitments. We were missing members margaret 
mcLeman, who has undergone an operation; Alison 
mackenzie, who has had a baby girl; Lorraine Campbell, 
who also had a baby boy, and Jennifer macdonald, excellent 
altos who were very much missed but always with us in 
spirit. Alasdair macarthur, rod mackenzie and Daniel Smith, 
three stalwart tenors, had commitments at home and were 
unable to join us.

However, we had been bravely preparing to do our best 
as a very small band of 18 members. each has their own 
strengths and teamwork is the name of the game. We 
decided not to take part in the Ladies competition, as we 
had begun to practise at the beginning of the year in the 
absence of our conductor Avril Duncan who had a period of 
ill health. Calum Watt for music stepped into the breach and 
helped us get a start on the puirt and the prescribed piece 
for the Lorn Shield. It was a challenging song to learn, and 
later in the year Alexina Graham advised us on our Gaelic 
pronunciation and interpretation of the songs. 

Kristeen and marie Ishbel travelled earlier than the rest as 
their children were taking part in choir, melodeon, keyboard, 
bàrdachd, and solo singing competitions; all the children 
performed well and were indeed prizewinners. David brought 
along his melodeon and kept us all entertained with foot 
stomping tunes. John A. was his usual jolly self, keeping 
us amused with his hilarious asides. Cloudy and Calum 
had plenty to worry about as the basses of the choir, but 
maintained their good humour throughout much teasing of 

word pronounciation, particularly Calum, who has a splendid 
voice, and works very hard to get his Gaelic up to scratch. 
Alasdair Allan, another good tenor, always knows his words 
and music, and has picked up a few Gaelic colloquialisms 
in his time with the choir. eoghainn from Scalpay (Gold 
medallist) is our adopted member, has a talent for mimicry 
and is always happy to sing from his growing repertoire. 
Carol left her little girl in the Grannies’ capable hands, 
and it’s going to be baby time again on New Year’s Day 
or thereabouts. Annabel too, left babe with hubby and the 
family, and by all accounts there was baby spoiling all round. 
rona joined us in Dunoon and as always was word and 
music perfect. elizabeth and Irene kept us all happy having 
made all the arrangements for hotels, deadlines, and all 
administration. marie, a great alto voice, was an example 
of dedication to the youngest members, Laura and sister 
Katie, who we are so happy to have in our choir family. 
Diane has not only the sweetest voice, but a laugh that is 
truly joyous; it’s the best of sounds. Avril is our conductor 
and we are fully aware that she has been a treasure to have 
as a teacher. We owe her more than we can say.  Avril was 
invited to arrange this year’s prescribed song for the Lovat 
and Tullibardine. We would congratulate her on being asked 
and in the completed arrangement.

by the way, we won the Lorn Shield by a huge margin of 
12 points, scoring 370 points, and also the Dalriada Cup 
for Gaelic, The Captain Angus Stewart for music, and the 
evelyn Huckbody Trophy for highest marks in music for the 
Puirt.

We welcome new members throughout the year. We meet 
every Thursday at 7 at The Hut. See you there.

Chrissie Bell Urpeth
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Pictured are some of those who took part in the Royal National Mod which was held in Dunoon recently.

Daniel Macleod (Vatisker) was 1st in 
Poetry Recitation and Conversation 5-6

Calum Maclennan (Gress) was 2nd in 
Conversation 9-10

Alison Macinnes (Back) was 2nd in the 
Solo Singing 16-18

Mairi and Annabel Maclennan (Gress) won the 
Duet 16-18

Katy Graham (Coll) won the Allan C Macleod 
Memorial Trophy in the U19 Precenting

Isabelle Bain (Gress) was 1st - Bible Reading (13-15), 2nd - 
Conversation (13-15), 2nd - Precenting (13-15), 3rd - Traditional 
Singing (13-15), 3rd - Piano (13-18), 3rd - Literacy (13-15). 
Catriona Bain was 1st - Sgeulachd (13-15), 1st - Prose Reading 
(13-15), 1st - Art Poster (13-15), 2nd - Bible Reading (13-15), 3rd 
- Melodeon (13-18). John Alasdair Bain was 1st - Conversation 
(11-12), 2nd - Traditional Singing (U13), 2nd - Literacy (11-12), 2nd 
- Art Poster (11-12), 3rd - Sgeulachd (11-12).

Hannah Macleod (Vatisker) won Precenting U13, was 
2nd in Literacy 9-10 and 3rd in Bible Reading 9-10



8



9

From the Manse
Ten Reasons Why I Don’t Wash!
I wonder if the following ‘Ten reasons Why I Don’t Wash’ 
says something about our attitude to church at times:

1. I was forced to wash as a child.

2. People who wash are all hypocrites; they think they are 
cleaner than everyone else.

3. There are so many different kinds of soap; I just can’t 
decide which one is best for me.

4. I used to wash, but I got bored and stopped doing it.

5. I only wash on special occasions like Christmas and 
easter.

6. None of my friends wash.

7. I’ll start washing when I am older and dirtier.

8. I don’t have time to wash.

9. The bathroom is never warm enough in the winter and 
cool enough in the summer.

10. The people who make soap are only after your money.

Sound familiar..?

Perhaps if we were all to focus on the key reason why we 
actually go to church then we might adopt a more balanced 
attitude.  

What is church all about?  It is primarily about coming to 
hear the gospel about Jesus Christ – his mercy, love and 
grace.  There is one verse in the bible that sums up what 
the gospel is all about.  It is John 3:16:

‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.’  

When the gospel becomes our focal point we lose sight of 
the other distracting points that can rob us of our attention 
and perhaps even our attendance.  

The writer of Psalm 84 declares very publicly and boldly 
what church means to him:

‘one day in your courts [in church] is better

Than a thousand days elsewhere’

When we begin to appreciate that church is all about Jesus 
then ‘doing’ church becomes much more enjoyable.  The 
good news about Jesus is one good reason for ‘doing’ 
church.  It far outweighs ten reasons for not ‘doing’ church.  

Come along and see for yourself!    

Calum I macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend back Free Church of Scotland. Services in 
back and Tong during November 2012 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 4 November
12 Noon: rev Calum I macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  rev Calum I macleod

Sunday 11 November
12 Noon: rev Calum I macleod (remembrance 
Sunday Service) 
6pm:  rev Calum I macleod

Sunday 18 November
10.30am: rev Calum I macleod
12 Noon: rev Kenneth Ferguson (Gaelic)
6pm:  rev Calum I macleod

Sunday 25 November
10.30am: rev Calum I macleod
12 Noon: rev Calum I macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  rev Calum I macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 4 November
10.30am: rev Calum I macleod

Sunday 11 November
6pm:  mr Iain mackinnon (Gaelic)

Sunday 18 November
12 Noon: rev Calum I macleod

Sunday 25 November
6pm:  mr Neil murray (Gaelic)

November Service Times 

monthly Family / Guest Services
Tong Mission House

 (With Crèche facilities)

Next Service: Sunday 18 November 2012
Rev. Calum I Macleod

Everyone Welcome

Special Guest Service
Back Free Church

Friday 16 November 2012
Rev. George Macaskill

Followed by Supper & Testimony Evening in 
Church Hall

Everyone Welcome
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Norman Smith continues his story of leaving the island to go 
to sea.

After my successful interview, it was time to prepare for 
going away to sea. Suddenly everything had to be sorted in 
a hurry. I received a list as long as my arm of uniform and 
working clothes etc which I would need to order. This was 
arranged through murdo macLean’s shop in Stornoway – no 
on-line shopping in those days; the only web-sites we knew 
about were created by spiders!

There were white shirts and shorts for ‘tropical’ wear, khaki 
shirts and shorts for less warm weather and the ‘full blues’ 
dress uniform, battledress-type uniform jacket, socks to 
match, uniform shoes, working boots, wellies, boiler suits, 
working shirts, oilskins (none of your fancy lightweight gore-
tex!), uniform cap, ties, sandshoes, t-shirts and underwear, 
then there was your knife and marline spike, shoe polish, 
study books and mathematical instruments; add that lot 
together and today’s 20kg luggage allowance disappears 
rapidly!

I also had a rolled-up cloth with pockets for needles, thread, 

scissors etc - known as a ‘housewife’. mine belonged to my 
father from his years in the royal Navy during World War 2.

A grant was available from a charitable organisation known 
as The marine Society to help youngsters with the cost 
of their uniform for going to sea; I received the maximum 
amount - £90, of which I had to repay £30. The marine 
Society was set up in 1756 by a group of London merchants 
to supply up to three thousand seafarers for the royal Navy 

– the following advert appeared on the streets and in the 
newspapers of the time:

“Notice is hereby given, that all stout lads and boys, who 
incline to go on board His majesty’s Ships, with a view to 
learn the duty of a seaman, and are, upon examination, 
approved by The marine Society, shall be handsomely 
clothed and provided with bedding, and their charges born 
down to the ports where His majesty’s Ships lye, with all 
other proper encouragement.”

The marine Society continues to this day, and now provides 
high quality, flexible learning provision focused on the needs 
of those who go to sea. In 2004 it merged with the Sea 
Cadet Corps and is now the UK’s largest non-profit making 
maritime organisation.

Anyway, as word spread round the village that I was 
going to sea with a shipping company which included 
Lyle Shipping (The Cape boats), Hugh Hogarth and Sons 
(Hungry Hogarths) and Lambert Shipping, the bodaich took 
great delight in passing on horror stories, particularly those 
involving Hungry Hogarth who had a reputation allied to that 
nickname!

I soon heard the words of the baron Line Song:  oh, you 
may have sailed on Coasters and you may have been on 
Tramps, You may have sailed on Trawlers on the great 
Newfoundland banks, You may have been on Tankers and 
had a terrible time, but you’ve never yet come through the 
‘mill’ till you’ve sailed the baron Line.  (Chorus)….roll along 
you hungry b’s roll along. If you think you’re going home, 
you’re b….y wrong, british Tankers may be fine but give me 
the baron Line, roll along you hungry b’s, roll along.  The 
First mate was an ex convict and was ‘spying’ for a ship, He 
saw the “baron murray” lying beside an old ‘Coal Tip’, He 
asked the Skipper for a job - he said, “You’ll do damn 
fine, For we’ve plenty of room for bums and stiffs in the good 
old baron Line”.  The Skipper came from Tokyo, the Third 
mate from Tiree, The crew came down from Glasgow and 
the Greasers from Dundee, Stewards off the Hong Kong 
Coast, apprentices from the Tyne, oh, you’ve never seen 
such a terrible lot till you’ve sailed the baron Line.

So I waited for the telegram – yes, that’s right, telegram, as 
telephones were mostly only in phone boxes attached to 
each village Post office - to come from the Company office 
in Glasgow telling me which ship to join and where. The first 
instruction was to join a ship called the Cape St. vincent 
in Kobe, Japan – wow, how exciting was that! remember I 
had only just left Lewis for the first time to go to Glasgow but 
this would involve flying halfway round the world! I was due 
to leave on the Loch Seaforth on Friday night, but another 
telegram arrived that afternoon advising me of a change of 
plan and to come down to the Glasgow office the following 
Tuesday instead.

When I reached the office, I was told that I would be joining 
the Temple Arch in Amsterdam instead as they felt it was too 
much to expect a first-trip cadet to fly to Japan on his own, 
probably a wise decision! The Temple Arch had recently 
arrived and most if not all of the crew were changing so 
I would be travelling in a group. I was also told that I had 
almost two months wages due to me while waiting at home 
and I was handed almost £50 in cash, more money than I 

Going To Sea

Seaman’s Record Book

Housewife
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had ever seen! I arranged for £30 to be sent to the marine 
Society and also the £10 to the bank of Scotland. For some-
one who was used to 50p a week, I still had a fortune left 
over! my monthly pay would be £30.50, of which £15 would 
go into the bank – I would be able to draw some of the bal-
ance while on board and at the end of the voyage I would be 
‘paid off’ with any remaining money owed to me.

We flew from Glasgow (my first time on a plane) and I shall 
always remember how the Trident jet seemed to sit on its tail 
before seeming to climb vertically into the sky! We stayed in 
a hotel in Amsterdam that night before being taken down to 
the docks early the next morning. The Temple Arch was tied 
up alongside barges which we had to make our way across 
before climbing up the gangway. Fortunately our luggage 
was lifted on board by a crane; it would have been quite a 

struggle for me and my monster suitcase with all my ‘good’ 
clothes, and my working gear in another suitcase. 

The more seasoned crew members didn’t have anything like 
the amount of luggage I did, and it wasn’t long before I was 
able to slim down my own cases as well! There were five of 
us joining a ship for the first time, two cadets, two catering 
boys and the storekeeper – needless to say there was a lot 
of banter and leg-pulling directed towards us! I’m pleased to 
say that today’s first-trippers get treated in a similar fashion, 
with being sent for a “long stand”, a “bucket of steam”, green 
or red oil for the navigation lights, the inevitable electricity 
bill and of course straw for the “mules” in the Panama Canal 
still on the cards!

We ‘signed on’ the ship’s articles, a legal contract between 
the company and crew with every crew member’s details, 
his job on board, wages etc etc. These ‘articles’ were 
renewed every two years, and I remembered another thing 
the bodaich at home had said: “Aye, you’ll be away for two 
years, a’ bhalaich”. I had been told trips or voyages were 

normally about 6 months but as I found out over the years 
the 6 months could develop a bit of elasticity, depending on 
which trade the ship was on!

After signing on, we were told to change into our working 
gear and report to the mate. We were then given a tour of 
the ship before being told to report to the bosun who would 
give us jobs to do for the rest of the day. The first few days 
were a bit bewildering but gradually we got to know our way 
around, helped in no small part by our training from Lews 
Castle which meant we knew what the words forrid, aft, 
port, starboard, down below, up top, and dhobi meant, also 
the bridge, Galley, mess room, Saloon and Smoke room 
amongst many others. I had the luxury of my own cabin 
and shared the toilet and shower with the other cadet – we 
were told in no uncertain terms about keeping our cabins 
clean and tidy at all times and what fate might befall us if the 
weekly inspection by the master found fault – some masters 
even wore white gloves when going through the accommo-
dation and would even carry out surprise inspections at any 
time! maybe this is why most seamen are easier to house-
train when they get married! 

each week, we would be issued with fresh linen and towels, 
the bunk had to be made up properly, our laundry or dhobi 
we did ourselves. Washing powder was known as ‘dhobi 
dust’ - also our ironing – I still remember the rhyme I was 
told about ironing shirts - “First the collar, then the cuffs, 
then the back, then the front”. We had to wear uniform when 
going for meals, no matter how dirty a job you might have 
been doing, no excuses - no uniform meant no meal! This 
was the done thing, white tablecloths, silver service, the lot. 
The menu was very varied with many dishes I had never 
heard of and food I had never tasted, so there was only one 
thing for it – try them all! Cadets were expected to eat any-
thing and everything put in front of them, I think I can safely 
say I passed that test!

There were of course nicknames for some dishes – “sharks 
on a raft” meant sardines on toast; “fly cemetery” for a fruit 
slice; “Glasgow caviar” for mince; “Cardiff virgin” in place of 
Welsh rarebit; “Texas strawberries” for beans; “Chinese wed-
ding cake” meant rice pudding; there are lots more!

After discharging our cargo of nickel ore concentrates, about 
10,000 tonnes, in Amsterdam, we sailed for Swansea to 
discharge the remainder and there was a surprise in store 
for me when No.1 hatch was opened – sitting on top of the 
cargo was an rAF jet, a meteor, cocooned in fibreglass, 
which had been used for high altitude testing over South 
Africa.

The Temple Arch

Cape St. Vincent

Meteor-F_8-WK654
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Impressions of a New School
Now that the first term is over in the new Nicolson Institute 
we asked some local pupils to give us their impressions of 
the new school.

During the previous school year, the thought of moving 
from the old Nicolson Institute to a new modern one was a 
strange yet exciting prospect. We had been used to moving 
between a number of buildings so having everything under 
one roof was a major change. Another big difference was 
the standard of our resources and technology which is all 
very modern and up-to-date. At the beginning of the new 
term there was a phased return to the Nicolson Institute, 
with the junior (S1-S3) years of the school returning one 
day later than the seniors, so we were more familiar with 
our new surroundings sooner. As we all began to find our 
way round the new school, we watched many diggers knock 
the old school down and many pupils stood to watch as the 
landmark NI tower was knocked to the ground, which was 
a little sad to watch. We are all now settling into our new 
school and enjoying the beginning of a new era learning in a 
modern, suitable environment.

Katy Graham, Coll, S5

on my first day of term I was really excited to see inside the 
new Nicolson and see if it lived up to everybody’s expec-
tations. As soon as you stepped in it was a bit hectic, as 
you would expect, as nobody really had a clue where they 
were going! After a few days this all settled down and even 

though I still miss the old school for some things I think that 
we are all coming to love the new school as much as we did 
the old school.

Jane Macinnes, Back, S4

It was quite exciting moving from the old school to the new 
school, everyone was wondering what the new school was 
going to be like on the inside after watching it being built 
beside us for the past year. I think a lot of people thought 
that the new school was going to be huge, but when we 
went inside on the first day the crush hall/canteen was quite 
full with just the 4th, 5th and 6th year. Anybody you ask will 
say that the school needs to be much bigger. The school is 
nice but everybody misses the social area! The 5th years 
have been given an area upstairs with a balcony looking 
over into the crush hall; we must be quite intimidating for 
the people down below. I think that most people like the 
new school but it is quite sad watching the old school being 
demolished as we walk from the bus park to the new school, 
but you can’t destroy the memories that people have. I don’t 
think that the new school has the same feel to it as the old 
school, but it is nice to be in a brand new clean school and I 
am sure that the generations to come will have many happy 
memories in the new school.

Emily Currie, Coll, S5

(Photos by Leila Angus)

The Crush Hall

School Captains Annabel Maclennan and Alasdair Macleod

Louise Campbell and Jane Macinnes

The Pentland Courtyard
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Jack (age 3) was watching his mum breast-feeding his new 
baby sister. After a while he asked: “mum, why have you got 
two? Is one for hot and one for cold milk?”

melanie (age 5) asked her Granny how old she was. Granny 
replied she was so old she didn’t remember any more. 
melanie said, “If you don’t remember you must look in the 
back of your panties. mine say five to six.”

Stephen (age 3) hugged and kissed his mum goodnight. “I 
love you so much, that when you die I’m going to bury you 
outside my bedroom window.” 

brittany (age 4) had an earache and wanted a painkiller. 
She tried in vain to take the lid off the bottle. Seeing her 
frustration, her mum explained it was a childproof cap and 
she’d have to open it for her. eyes wide with wonder, the lit-
tle girl asked: “How does it know it’s me?”

Susan (age 4) was drinking juice when she got the hiccups. 
“Please don’t give me this juice again,” she said. “It makes 
my teeth cough.”

D.I. (age 4) stepped onto the bathroom scale and asked: 
“How much do I cost?”

marc (age 4) was engrossed in a young couple that were 
hugging and kissing in a restaurant. Without taking his eyes 
off them, he asked his Dad: “Why is he whispering in her 
mouth?”

Clinton (age 5) was in his bedroom looking worried. When 
his mum asked what was troubling him, he replied, “I don’t 
know what’ll happen with this bed when I get married. How 
will my wife fit in?” 

James (age 4) was listening to a bible story. His Dad read: 
“The man named Lot was warned to take his wife and flee 
out of the city but his wife looked back and was turned to 
salt. Concerned, James asked: “What happened to the 
flea?”

Tammy (age 4) was with her mother when they met an 
elderly, rather wrinkled woman her mum knew. Tammy 
looked at her for a while and then asked, “Why doesn’t your 
skin fit your face?”

This particular Sunday sermon... “Dear Lord,” the minister 
began, with arms extended toward heaven and a rapturous 
look on his upturned face. “Without you, we are but dust.” 
He would have continued but at that moment a young girl 
(who was listening!) leaned over to her mum and asked 
quite audibly in her shrill little girl voice, “mom, what is butt 
dust?”

The Highlands and Islands Fire and Rescue Service 

Free Smoke Alarms!

The Highlands and Islands Fire and rescue Service would 
like to carry out Free Home FIre SAFeTY CHeCKS 
within your home. The purpose of the Home Fire Safety 
Check is to identify any potential risks of fire within your 
home which you may not be aware of.  As well as offering a 
Home Fire Safety Check we will give advice on prevention, 
detection and escape as well as discussing a fire action plan 
for your home and family.  We can also fit free ‘ten year bat-
tery life’ smoke alarms where needed.  by doing this we can 
reduce the amount of ‘call-outs’ we get and it also gives us a 
better idea of the area. Call free on: 08000 12 13 12.

Mrs Garland was a Home Economics teacher in Back 
School in the 70s. This was the Christmas cake recipe she 
gave to her S2 girls. At least one of her pupils has con-
tinued to use this no-fail recipe ever since. See what you 
think of it!

Use a 9” round tin. Prepare it by lining it with a greased, 
double layer of greaseproof paper or parchment. Wrap 
and tie several thicknesses of newspaper around the out-
side.
Heat oven to 300F/ 150C/ Gas mark 2. Fan ovens can be 
set a little lower.

Ingredients

18oz/450g currants
8oz/200g sultanas
8oz/200g raisins
6oz/150g cherries
4oz/100g mixed peel
1 small lemon
10oz/250g plain flour
A pinch salt
½ level tsp mixed spice
½ level tsp cinnamon

10oz/250g butter
10oz/250g soft brown sugar
6 eggs
3 tbsp milk

Put prepared fruit in a bowl and grate the rind of the lemon 
into the bowl. Sift together the flour, salt, spices and add 
to the fruit. Cream the butter and sugar until pale, soft and 
fluffy. break the eggs into a bowl and whisk lightly with a 
fork. Add the eggs, 2 tsps at a time, to the creamed butter 
and sugar, beating well before adding more. Fold in the 
flour and fruit mixture. Turn into the prepared 9’ tin.

bake in the pre-heated oven, putting tin near the bottom, 
for about 41/2 hours, depending on your oven. After 21/2 
hours place several thicknesses of brown paper or foil on 
top of the cake to prevent burning. Test to see if the cake 
is ready by inserting a skewer into the centre.

If it is ready the skewer will come out clean. Take the cake 
out of the oven and leave to settle for 10 minutes. Turn out 
to cool on a cake rack. When the cake has cooled you can 
pour one or two table-spoonsful of brandy or whisky over it 
if you like. Wrap the cake in greaseproof paper then wrap 
in foil.

Mrs Garland’s Christmas Cake

Just for Laughs
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Sgoil a’ Bhac
Hard at Work
It’s been a very busy time at Sgoil a’ bhac.   All our young 
people are learning every day and getting chances to devel-
op new skills through the curriculum. The classes are always 
hard at work and trying of their best. our new Pupil Council 
has been developing their sense of responsibility by holding 
lunch-time activity clubs for the younger pupils. These have 
been greatly enjoyed.

“Is toigh leam a bhith a’ cluich Siorcan” – Calum.

“Tha mi a’ ruith tòrr!” – Christian.

“The big boys and girls are good fun” – mairi.

“I like the stickers we get too” – ross.

Assembly
reverend CI macLeod visited the school and took assembly 
last week. We are very grateful to him for visiting the school.

Cross Country
Training for cross-country has begun at the school. This has 
been very popular with over 30 pupils participating. Thanks 
to miss macDonald, miss mudd, mrs macrae and miss 
macLean for supervising the runners.

Community Involvement
As you will be able to see from the class news the pupils 
have had a lot of opportunities to learn from the local area 
and members of the community. It is always good to remem-
ber that learning is not always about sitting in classes and 
Sgoil a’ bhac teachers and pupils are making great use of 
the local area.

Ollie the Collie
Sgoil a’ bhac has been very lucky to have had a visit from 
PC Cameron ross who gave a talk to the pupils about his 
work as a dog handler in Northern Constabulary. He intro-
duced ollie the Collie who works as a sniffer dog. The pupils 

were able to see 
ollie in action.

Mòd Nàiseanta 
Rìoghail
Good luck to Còisir 
og a’ bhac who are 
participating in the 
forthcoming mòd in 
Dunoon.  We wish all 
the best to those who are participating in the various compe-
titions.

Sgoil Araich 

The boys and girls have been very busy learning new skills. 
They have been baking cakes, pizzas and making their own 
toasties. They love to eat what they have made!

While they are having fun with this, they have been count-
ing, measuring, using times, and sequencing directions, 
as well as learning about hygiene. Some people call this 
Numeracy, Literacy and Health and Well-being but the boys 
and girls call it cooking!

They have also been walking around the local area to learn 
about what is there. They are making their own map in their 
classroom. 

GC1 & 2
The class has been out on walks in the village doing traffic 
surveys for their Transport topic. They have also been very 
busy making collages in Art time.

EC1 & 2
The class has been out and about their local area looking at 
the different vehicles that come along back. They have been 
studying the roads and learning about road safety. The boys 
and girls have been taking their own photos when they are 

Ollie the Collie

Sgoil Arach at Back Church
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out on their trips. They have been using the digital cameras.

EC3, 4 & 5
The class has worked hard on a display on stained glass 
windows during Art. They have enjoyed sharing their imagi-
native stories all about desert islands.

GC3 & 4
The pupils have been taking advantage of the settled weath-
er and have been exploring the local area. They have been 
learning about Directions as part of this, as well as seeing 
what the different landscapes are.  The class were able to 
visit the church as part of their studies and also learned 
how to write a thank you letter to reverend macLeod who 
showed them around.

EC5, 6 & 7
The pupils have been learning about values as part of their 
religious and moral Studies. They have been writing mes-
sages of forgiveness also. They have been looking at the 
meanings of Parables. 

GC5, 6 & 7
The class have been letting their imaginations go wild with 
writing pirate stories! During playtimes wherever you look 
the pupils have been hunched over pictures as well as 
working on their stories! It is very heart-warming to see 
the enthusiasm that the pupils have got for this. They are 
producing pirate adventure books which will be shared with 
younger pupils.

Back School S3, 1971

Back row: miss Peggy macGregor (Teacher), Angus mackenzie (mac Dolaidh a’ Ghrein), Tolsta; Alasdair murray (mac Anna Challum), Tong; 
Colin maciver (mac Fiadh), Coll

Middle row: mary macdonald (nighean murdigan Alec John), broadbay view; mabel macleod (nighean a Lasgainn), Coll; Pat Frobisher 
(nighean Agnes Pheedar), Tong; Agnes maciver (nighean Kraft), Tong; Christine Nicolson (nighean Iain a Staig),Tong; Catriona Campbell 
(nighean an Tunnag), Tolsta

Front row: Sandra macmillan (nighean eva), Tong; Doreen Cook, Tong; Christine macleod (nighean a’ bhiorain), back; Anne macdonald 
(nighean Uilleam Sandy), vatisker

School Wall DisplaysGP1-2 Display of Comhdail

Bus an Sgoil Araich
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Nursery News

Nursery children and staff thoroughly enjoyed a recent 
outing to Stornoway Airport.  Western Isles mP, Angus 
brendan macNeil, was also at the airport and devoted 
some time to chatting with the children and discussing 
the visit.  Thank you, mr macNeil. 

Back to Black

The Primary Six and Seven corridor has been trans-
formed into a traditional blackhouse, complete with 
‘stone’ walls, ‘wooden’ dresser, animals and peat fire.  
This has brought the topic to life for the children, and 
they now describe the variety of features to younger 
pupils who pass through the blackhouse. 

Primary Six and Seven extend a sincere message of 
thanks to mr Smith, Art Teacher, for his creative input. 
Georgie macpherson’s acrostic poem, entitled ‘black 
House’, is included below:

Black as the night sky
Lovely and cosy
Almighty is the roaring fire
Cosy and concealed inside the house
Kicking and shouting, the wind howls

Heated inside the walls
Our lovely warm beds
Under a thatched roof
Stony are the rocks outside
Everyone loves the black houses

Ollie the Collie

ollie the collie, Police Dog, was a very welcome visitor 
to the school on Wednesday, 29th September. He was 
joined by PC Cameron ross and PC Craig Allan.  The 
children received an informative talk from PC ross and 
discovered that ollie has the ability to detect drugs and 
firearms and also to trace missing persons. 

After meeting his audience, ollie’s next task was to go 

outside and do some 
work. The clever 
puppy quickly detect-
ed a suspicious pack-
age hidden under a 
wooden toadstool 
in the playground. 
Pupils and staff were then asked to form a circle in the 
playground.  ollie ran around the group and immediately 
stopped and sat down by mrs macleod’s feet!  After a 
quick search, PC ross revealed the suspicious package 
he had placed in mrs macleod’s jacket pocket.  All were 
astonished by the speed at which ollie tracked down the 
drugs. 

Samuel Fraser, P2, wrote an account of the visit: 

ollie the collie came to our school.  He is a police dog. 
ollie is a trained dog. ollie can jump up very high.  He 
has super sniffing. Sniff, sniff! I got to pet ollie.  ollie 
does really good tracking down.

Looking at Learning

All pupils were asked to reflect on personal learning as 
Term one drew to a close.  Comments from pupils and 
teachers were recorded on a Pupil Learning report, 
which was shared with parents on Tuesday, 9th october.  
This was an informal event, with pupils leading the dis-
cussion with parents and sharing learning. New Spelling 
and maths workbooks were available for parents to view. 
Comments from pupils about the event are recorded 
below:

I liked showing mummy and Daddy my work.  They think my 
work is brilliant. Samya, P1

It was fun showing mum and Dad my work.  They liked my 
lap book and all my work.  They liked my new Spelling work-
book.  I was happy.  Jamie, P2

I liked showing mum and Dad around my new school.  I 
liked looking at my brother’s work too.  mum and Dad liked 
my work.     Rebecca, P3

I was really happy. my dad loved my story, Sponge bob 
Scaredy Pants!  mum and Dad loved the new Spelling 

Tong School

Nursery children meeting Angus Brendan MacNeil

Ollie the Collie gets to work
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workbooks.  They were really proud of my work. Heather, P4

It was fun and mum and Dad thought my work was excel-
lent.  I felt confident. Scott, P5

It was a good chance to show mum and Dad how you are 
getting on and the topic you are doing.  You can show them 
Language and maths work.  I thought it was fun.  Murdo, P6

It was good that you got to tell parents about the work you 
were doing.  We had a black house to show them and we 
made oatcakes for them to eat.  Shana, P7

Travelling Art Gallery

each class was provided with an opportunity to climb 
aboard the Travelling Gallery Art bus on monday, 8th 
october.  The exhibition by artist Ilana Halperin was 
entitled, “We Form Geology.” In addition to geologically 
inspired films, prints, drawings and sculptures by the art-
ist, the children were able to explore Lewisian Gneiss, 
Harris rock, ballachulish Slate and Cairngorm Quartz. 

P1-3 Village Walk

Primary one, Two and Three set off, armed with clip-
boards, to note some features of the local landscape on 
Friday, 5th october.  This was part of the class project, 
“All About me.” Despite encountering some heavy rain 
showers, the group remained in good humour and walked 
to and from Tong mission House. 

A little treat awaited the children back at the school: as 
the project also incorporated some work on The Five 
Senses, a food tasting session of raw carrot sticks, 
cucumber from the school garden, curds and whey (cot-
tage cheese with crackers) and pineapple juice was 
organised.  

Unihoc Success

Well done to the Youth Club Unihoc team who triumphed 
at a recent Sports Festival competition.  The winning 
team consisted of: Shana macphail, Sian Ferguson, 
ben macmillan, Jamie mackinnon (all P7) and Adam 
mackinnon (P5).

Blackhouse view

Unihoc team with medals

Nursery staff and children at the airport

P1-3 Village Walk

Preparing 
oatcakes to 
share with 
parents
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE
Access Roads, Site Clearances, 

Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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From the 
Archives...

A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

10 YEARS AGO

The November 2002 Loch a Tuath News had news of a 
successful royal National mod in Largs for Còisir Sgìr’ a’ 
bhac. The issue also featured photos of the Cròileagan 
and back Under 14 football team. Sgoil a’ bhac reported 
that the old changing rooms and toilets had been demol-
ished and that a library and social area were being 
constructed. There was also the following (oft repeated) 
notice: “It has been brought to our attention that the com-
munity skip is left to overflow with rubbish, and that rub-
bish is being left beside the skip. Can we remind all users 
that this is a community responsibility.”

In the News in October 2002:

1 November - The late Diana, Princess of Wales’ former 
butler, Paul burrell, is cleared of stealing from the princess’ 
estate after it was revealed that he had told The Queen that 
he was keeping some of her possessions.

6 November – Actress Winona ryder is found guilty of shop-
lifting after stealing items worth $5,500 from a New York 
boutique.

8 November – Iraq Disarmament Crisis: The United Nations 
Security Council unanimously approves UN Security Council 
resolution 1441, forcing Saddam Hussein to disarm or face 
“serious consequences”. Ten days later the United Nations 

weapons inspectors led by Hans blix arrive in Iraq.

20 November – The controversial German anatomist 
Gunther von Hagens performs the first public autopsy in 
the UK for 170 years, to a sell-out audience of 500 people 
in a London theatre. The event is filmed and broadcast on 
Channel 4, prompting a raft of complaints from viewers.

40 years after the first James bond film was made, the 20th 
film is released in british cinemas as Pierce brosnan bows 
out as bond in Die Another Day after four films in seven 
years.

30 November – Final of Popstars: The rivals. It is revealed 
that the male group will be named one True voice and the 
female group Girls Aloud.

Number one singles in November 2002 included Westlife 
with ‘Unbreakable’.

In 2002 Back Under 14 football team won the Kemnay Cup and won the league for the fourth year in a row.

Back row: Angus ‘Knickers’ Nicolson, Alan Smith, Jason macLeod, Stephen Campbell, Iain ‘Tohan’ macLeod, michael John ‘mJ’ macLean, Alex 
Smith, Christopher macKay, Donald ‘Dano’ macDonald
Front row: David morrison, Anthony macIver, Christopher macLeod, Andrew macAulay, euan morrison, martin macLean, Gavin macDonald

Cròileagan, 2002
Back row: Annie Compton (Prince 
edward Island, Canada), Sharyn 
Ferguson (vatisker Park), Jordon 
morrison (back), Cameron Thompson 
(New Street), Scott macdonald (vatisker), 
Hannah mackenzie (Tolsta), Annmarie 
macdonald (Coll)
Middle row: Catherine macdonald (Upper 
Coll), Chirsty Graham (Coll), Leanne 
macdonald (Upper Coll), David Ferguson 
(Gress), erin morrison (Gress)
Front row: mairi maclennan (Gress), 
Caitlin macleod (vatisker Park), Koren 
Pickering (Coll), James murray (back), 
Catriona mairi Cuthbert (Glasgow)
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower bouquet and basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted bowls and baskets

A Worldwide e-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

MACLEOD & MACLEOD – BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET

STORNOWAY
TELEPHONE; 01851 703384

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD’S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656
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Obituary

We regret to record the death of Mrs Christina Graham, New St, Back, 
which occurred on 8th Oct.  The deceased, who was aged 71 years, 
had been in indifferent health for some time and was confined to the 
house for about 3 months.  Mrs Graham was of a kind and upright dis-
position and was held in high esteem in the community.  She was pre-
deceased by her husband 16 years ago, and is survived by a grown-up 
family of 5 sons and 2 daughters.  Three sons are in the USA.  Two 
of them are married.  The chief mourners at the funeral were the eld-
est son – Donald, 33 Upper Coll and Angus, who is a Corporal in The 
RAF.

On Leave

On leave recently were – Agnes Martin, WRNS, 17 Vatisker;  Isabella 
Macdonald, NAAFI, Church Street;  Christina B Mackay, NAAFI; 
Johanna Macleod, WAAF, New St, Back;  Johanna Macmillan, ATS, 
6 Gress;  John Macaskill, RNR, 8 Vatisker;  R Macmillan, RNR, 35 
Vatisker;  John Mackenzie, MA, Manse;  Kenneth Macleod, RNR, 
20 Back;  Donald Macleod, RNR, 32 Back;  Kenneth Beaton, RNR, 
50 Back;  Kenneth Martin, Pioneer Corps,  58 Back;  Jack Macleod 
(Norman), Lighthill, Vatisker of the Merchant Navy and Neil Beaton, 
RNR, 40 Vatisker; Annie Macdonald, NAAFI, New St, Back;  Angus 
Morrison Jun, RNR, 12 Vatisker;  Norman Campbell, RNR, 8 
Vatisker;  Donald Murray, RNR, Catherine Hill, Vatisker;  Alexander 
Maciver, RNR, 27 Vatisker;  Donald Macleod, MN, 47 Vatisker;  
Donald Angus Macleod, MN, 47 Vatisker;  Murdo Macleod, RNR, 47 
Vatisker;  Murdo Macleod (William), MN, Lighthill, Vatisker;  Robert 
Burnside, RNR, 49 Vatisker, CPO Alexander Macleod (Norman),  
Lighthill, Vatisker;  John Macleod, Leading Seaman, RNR, 1 Gress;  
Donald Macleod, MN, 20 Gress;  Malcolm Maclean, Chief Ordinance 
Artificer, 4 Upper Coll;  Kenneth Stewart, MN, 5 Upper Coll.

On Survivor’s Leave

Donald Angus Macleod, 47 Vatisker and Kenneth Stewart, 5 Upper 
Coll. Both Merchant Seamen are home meantime.  Kenneth Stewart, 
who is about 20 years old, was on his first trip and had been only a 
few months away from home when his ship was sunk in the Atlantic.  
He was in an open boat for several days before he was picked up and 
landed on the other side.  Donald Angus Macleod’s ship was sunk in 
the Indian Ocean.  He was the last to abandon ship and was finally 
picked up from a raft.  Macleod had four brothers in the services.  All 
the male members of the family are now in the RNR or Merchant 
Navy.

Wounded

Mr and Mrs Hugh Stewart, 29 Gress, have been informed that their 
youngest son, a Private in the Cameron Highlanders, has been wound-
ed.  It appears that Murdo was engaged in the heavy fighting during 
the advance in Egypt.  

Weavers ask for Higher Payments

On Tuesday, 3rd Nov, a meeting was convened for all the weavers in 
the Back district, to consider the present piece-work rate of 1s 3d per 
8ft yard paid to weavers, and to take steps to improve conditions for 
the weavers.  In view of the high cost of living, the present rate of pay 
was considered insufficient.  The meeting decided to call the attention 
of all the employers in the industry to this finding, and submit to them 
a proposal that the rate per weaver’s yard should be increased to 1s 
9d.  It was also decided to point out to the employers that this increase 
will induce many weavers who had left the industry for higher wages 
in other trades to return.  Thus considerably increasing the local out-
put.

TONG
On Leave

Those on leave this week are – Alasdair Macdonald, RNR, 1 Aird 
Tong;  Donald Macinnes, RNR, 12 Tong;  William Hunter, RAF, 3 
Tong;  James Maciver, RNR, 33 Aird Tong, now on leave, has the 
enviable distinction of being a survivor twice over.  The nature of his 
second experience can be imagined, when it is learned that he and his 
companions were rescued after nine days in open boats.  This grim 
turn of fate called forth endurance and fortitude in the highest degree 
and to survive such is an achievement well worthy of note.

The Boys of “Loch Mhòr”

The boys of “Loch Mhòr” are gone, and they desire to convey through 
this medium their deep appreciation of all the many kindnesses shown 
to them during their stay in the village.  Even in days when comings 
and goings are the general rule, their departure came as a shock, for 
the “boys”, by taking part in all the village activities, had become one 
with their hosts. The few short months of their stay will be counted as 
the happiest and most valuable of their experiences away from their 
homes and in the years to come, the friendships and associations thus 
formed, will continue in their full richness, and Lewis, particularly 
Tong, will never be forgotten.

To the Village of Tong

It is rather over a year since the writer made his acquaintance with 
the village of Tong; it was a dull day and the surrounding landscape 
had already taken on its late autumn drabness, the combination of the 
two things creating a rather cheerless first impression in my mind, 
but this was of very short duration, for the welcome which awaited 
me on entering the house which was to be my lodgings (but which in 
reality became a “home from home”), was of the warmest and most 
friendly nature, and this I found, as the days went by, was symbolic 
of the whole of the village and people of Tong.  Since then a year 
has slipped by, during which time your kindness to me has known no 
bounds, your doors have been ever open to me, and your hospitality 
has had no limits.  For all this and for the many other things which 
cannot be detailed here, I wish to express to you all my very sincere 
thanks and gratitude.  It would indeed be unnatural if I was not glad to 
have moved to a place within reasonable reach of my own home, yet it 
was with very mixed feelings that I made my way through the village 
for the last time, a few days ago.  However, I have carried away with 
me many happy memories, which I shall treasure through the days 
ahead not the least amongst them being the cheery “hullos” of the 
youngsters, as I used to pass through and fro.  It is my earnest hope 
that I may have an opportunity, when the present world upheaval has 
subsided, of returning to Tong for a holiday, and renewing the many 
friendships which have been formed during 1942.  Until such time 
– Good Luck, God-speed, and au-revoir to you all. – Yours etc, Jim 
Hardman, November 1942.

From The Stornoway Gazette

(With regard to who the afore-mentioned Jim Hardman was, we 
are told that there was a radio Location Head at Druim Tong at 
the time.  It would be called ‘radar’ nowadays.  It was for guid-
ing the Yankie planes.  Jim Hardman was one of the men who 
worked at this place at the time.  He stayed in the house that 
was latterly Willie Gazette’s house in Tong. If any of our readers 
have any other memories of this we would be pleased to hear 
from you.)

Back in Time: November 1942
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Letter from New Zealand
The Editor

Loch a Tuath News

The Loch a Tuath News is always sought after by fellow 
islanders, especially those from our district: Tong-Coll-back.

George matheson (Gearraidh Ghuirm), Hector macdonald 
(Upper Coll) and I have been kept well informed of what 
is happening with added information obtained from the 
Gazette’s ‘back in the Day’.

We are now into spring - days are getting warmer after a 
very cold and wet winter. Down in South Island things are 
settling down after the major earthquake in Christchurch 
two years ago. This earthquake caused great damage and 
hundreds of families are still suffering from the after-effects. 
It is hard to believe that since September 2010 there has 
been over 1,000 after-shocks with some shakes measuring 
4.8 magnitude. Life is a battle there, especially for families 
whose homes and land have been destroyed; it will take 
many years for the area to heal and return to a reasonable 
state. There is a tremendous shortage of trades-people in 
Christchurch as a large number of New Zealanders have in 
recent times moved to Australia and families affected by the 
earthquake have moved to different parts of New Zealand. It 
is a real shame as Christchurch was a beautiful city. Looking 
over some old photos of Lyttleton in ‘back in the Day’s’ lat-
est issue, there is the british hotel which was the prominent 
‘Ale house’ in the port - sorry to tell ex seamen the hotel 
was completely demolished. The sea-bed of the port rose 
two metres during the earthquake, causing great disruption; 
however the port is now fully operational again.

In the october Loch a Tuath News I was surprised to read 
the article from Norman Smith – his navigation training was 

at Lews Castle and eventually he was employed as a cadet 
with S.S.m. (Scottish Ship management). The parent com-
pany of S.S.m. was Lambert bros.Ltd., Glasgow/London. my 
first trip to sea was with Lambert bros. on the S.S. Coulberg 
(1951). I am sure Norman will know the history of the 
Lambert bros. and ships that belonged to them. In my day 
they were a ‘tramp company’ - not as bad as it sounds!

It is all exciting news from around the districts with new 
schools opening - wind farms – land being restored to their 
rightful owners after over 100 years of injustice. How brave 
were those that stood up to grim treatment of the past? In 
desperation they took over what was rightfully theirs from 
the beginning.

It is interesting to note that the road from milking Hill to 
Gearraidh Ghuirm is being realigned – my memory tells me 
that the original formation of the road was carried out by 
Alex macleod (Weems) with his three sons, Donald, John 
and Angus using picks and shovels. This road made life 
easier for the peat to be taken home. ‘Lurican’ was the first 
to use it with his tractor. I better not reminisce too much. I 
did appreciate the list of Gaelic proverbs - I am sure many 
others found them just as interesting as I did; maybe it could 
be an ongoing item in the Loch a Tuath News.

I will keep in touch from time to time and on behalf of the 
Thungachs’, backachs’ and others around here we send you 
our warmest greetings as your winter draws near.

Angus Finlayson
17 Chilton Grove
Lower Hutt
Wellington
New Zealand

Thanks to Gail Potter, Toronto, Canada who 
has been in touch to tell us that her cousin 
Jack Bateman, a keen birder, believes that 
the bird pictured in Maggie Macleod’s hen 
run in Gress (from the September issue) is a 
Gyrfalcon.

Tong Toddlers recently held a fundraising open day with raffle and 
bake sale. The event raised £300 for the Children’s Bay in Western Isles 
Hospital, which was used to buy an X Box and games for its young 
patients to use. Tong Toddlers meets every Monday in Tong Community 
Centre from 1.30pm to 3.30pm. All welcome!
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Back Community Council Notes
Notes of the meeting 29th September 2012, Back School

Comhairle Finances and Cuts
In response to an invitation sent after the last meeting of back 
Community Council (bCC), bCC met with leader of the Comhairle, 
Angus Campbell, the Comhairle’s Director of Finance, robert 
emmott and Joan macKinnon of the Comhairle education 
Department to discuss proposed cuts to the education provision in 
the area, and the impact on back School, in particular. The meeting 
was well attended with 10 members of the public also present. 

The aim of the meeting was for bCC to hear directly from the 
Comhairle’s elected members and senior officers about the level 
and nature of the cuts required, and what, if anything, the Comhairle 
is doing, and can do to push for increased funding from the Scottish 
Government to alleviate the current situation. 

robert emmott began the meeting by outlining the current finan-
cial situation for the provision of services locally. Namely, that 
the Comhairle has an annual budget of circa £118 million. The 
Comhairle’s income is from council tax (£10 million); business 
rates (£6 million) and a grant of £102 million from the Scottish 
Government. The grant from Government is based on a formula 
that takes into account such factors as the mileage of roads in the 
authority and the local population. With a falling population, the 
grant from Scottish Government is reducing, with reductions in the 
region of £1million per year.

mr. emmott outlined that at present the Comhairle’s grant income 
is protected above the rate that the formula would normally dictate 
through agreement with Scotland’s other local authorities, but there 
was no guarantee that this situation would continue in the future. 
This additional provision has given the Comhairle an additional £15 
million per year, but, stated mr. Campbell, “there are real problems 
getting this situation to remain in future years.”

The Comhairle received the same level of grant funding this year (in 
cash terms) as last year, but inflation means that the Comhairle’s 
grant level has in effect reduced by £3.4 million, which must be 
found if service levels are to be maintained. other increased 
expenses include the raising cost of fuel, the cost of welfare reform 
and increases in landfill tax.

over the last 3 years, continued mr. emmott, the Comhairle has 
found savings of £10 million but that this year’s budget is present-
ing very significant challenges and a shrinking range of options as 
where the Comhairle can go to find the savings without very signifi-
cant impacts on local jobs and services.

In addition, the capital funding budget, for major building devel-
opments etc, has reduced this year, after the years in which the 
Comhairle had increased capital spend for the schools projects. 
The basic level of grant funding for capital expenditure in the com-
ing year is likely to be at a level that enables the Comhairle ‘just to 
keep things going’ rather than looking at new development.

The Comhairle is looking at meeting the cuts required by the 
disposal of assets it no longer needs, and, according to Angus 
Campbell, is trying to avoid redundancies. The Comhairle leader 
outlined that they are looking at the choices that can achieve the 
type of level of expenditure cuts than are needed. This, stated mr. 
Campbell, means that the Comhairle have had to compare a lot 
of expenditure items, such as the inter-island air routes and/or the 
peripatetic teachers in primary schools.   

Peripatetic teachers, art, music and PE in primary schools
Joan macKinnon of the Comhairle’s education Dept. stated that 
the current annual budget for the education service was £38 mil-
lion, and that there is a need to make cuts of over 10% over the ten 
years. The education department is now at the stage of not being 
able to look for savings due to efficiencies but need to ‘look at the 
budget in a different way’ to achieve the savings required.

It is the opinion of the education Dept. that: “having teachers travel-
ling between schools is a very inefficient way of employing teachers, 

having them travelling rather than teaching, and that the equivalent 
of 4 teaching posts per year was spent just in travelling time.”

The Comhairle has had, said Joan macKinnon, a policy of cutting 
peripatetic teachers that goes back more than two years and that 
the savings would be made by not filling posts when peripatetic 
teachers left the Comhairle’s employ. but the current financial posi-
tion means that there is now a “more pressing timetable.”

Joan macKinnon stated in response to questions from bCC mem-
bers on the negative impact on music, art and sport provision in pri-
mary schools if/when the peripatetic teachers are cut, that: “primary 
teachers are generalist teachers, unlike secondary school teachers 
who are specialist subject teachers. All subjects in primary school 
are taught by generalists, including science, english, and this is no 
different from the teaching of Pe, music and art. Primary teachers 
are not secondary specialist teachers.”

RET/ADS for business travel
bCC then asked Angus Campbell about the future provision of reT/
ADS for business travel. mr. Campbell said that the loss of reT/
ADS for business travel had badly affected the Comhairle as well 
as local business. The government has stated that european rules 
do not permit the subsidy to continue. mr. Campbell stated that reT 
for business was essential for the islands and that the Comhairle 
were continuing to pursue this, but that they are not getting “much 
encouragement” from the transport minister.

School Buses
Comhairle Leader, Angus Campbell, stated that the cuts being 
made to the provision of school transport were not a part of the 
main cuts needed to the Comhairle’s budget, but were the conse-
quence of an overspend in the transport budget last year due to the 
increased costs of fuel. The Comhairle has in the past, stated mr. 
Campbell, given a “more generous” provision for school transport 
than almost any other local authority in Scotland.

In the past, the school buses had been for children living a mile or 
more from school, but many school children living less than 1 mile 
from the school had used the buses without paying.

Angus Campbell stated that the Comhairle was trying to address 
the issue of the future cost of school buses for families with more 
than one child, and to look at the ability to pay. To date, 184 appeals 
against the new, full charges had been received by the Comhairle. 
mr. Campbell concluded that all they were trying to do was: to ask 
people who can afford to pay, to pay something toward the cost.

Joan macKinnon added that there were no plans to reduce or cut 
school buses or routes and that contracts were in place until 2014. 

bCC raised the issue of poor paths affecting the safety of children 
walking to school, and Joan macKinnon stated that where paths 
were in poor condition they were being upgraded.

Angus Campbell agreed with bCC that the Comhairle’s presentation 
of the issue had not been good and that the Comhairle was having 
a problem ‘getting its message out’. The Comhairle is, confirmed 
mr. Campbell, now looking at its communication strategies.

Asked by bCC if in his opinion the Comhairle were putting enough 
pressure on central government for increases in Comhairle fund-
ing, mr. Campbell replied: “Yes, our share of the funding has to be 
proportionate, and has been very fair. We get £15 million more due 
to the funding ‘floor’ agreement with the other local authorities, but 
there is a real problem in getting this extra funding to remain.”

Assessment and follow-up
The Comhairle’s elected representatives and senior officers then 
left the meeting, and bCC discussed the information that had been 
given. In general, bCC felt that the background financial information 
was very informative and helpful in assessing the current situation.

by Peter Urpeth, on behalf of Back Community Council
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LOCH A TUATH NEWS CITIZENSHIP AWARD 2012
The readership of the Loch a Tuath News is invited to submit nominations for the Loch a Tuath 
News Citizenship Award for 2012.  You may nominate an individual or a group who, in your 
estimation, has made a significant contribution to, or has enhanced the reputation of, the Loch 
a Tuath communities over the past year.

All nominations will be confidential, but no anonymous nominations will be accepted.  
Nominations may be deposited in the box at Gordon’s shop, or sent to the Loch a Tuath News 
Chairman, Willie maclean, 42b Coll, by 30th November using the cut-out form below.  If you do 
not wish to cut up your copy of the Loch a Tuath News you can send your nomination on a sep-
arate piece of paper including the relevant information required below.  Alternatively you may 
e-mail your nomination to the Chairman (see the contact details on page 2).

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I wish to nominate _______________________________

for the Loch a Tuath News Citizenship Award 2012

reason (optional):

Signed:     __________________________________________________________________

Address:   __________________________________________________________________
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A Step Too Far
They say a week in politics is a long time; well a fortnight 
in football can feel like forever when fortune fails to favour 
your side, as it only took 14 days to dismantle our season as 
back went from one defeat to another. 

It all started with a close defeat to West Side in the first 
round of the moldova Cup. It was a scrappy affair but we 
were still well in with a shout before ross Hall saw red for 
an uncharacteristic elbow which, despite not injuring his 
opponent in the slightest, was still justified. back actually 
improved once ross had left the field but Lady Luck was 
just starting her huff with us and we failed to convert our 
chances and lost out 2-1 after extra time.

Next up was the Co-op Cup final against Carloway. Coming 
only a couple of days before the crunch match against 
Lochs there was no way Iain maclennan could pick his 
strongest line-up so with a sprinkling of youth at kick off 
back turned in a spirited performance which turned into an 
heroic one by the end of extra time with around half the 
team under 16. 

The game went to penalties and our young team eventually 
wilted but whilst they would have been absolutely gutted on 

the night, those very same youngsters would return a few 
weeks later as part of the back Under 16 team that defeated 
Ness to lift the Lews Castle College Cup.

To complete a tragic trio of results we found ourselves in 
Lochs a few days later where a win would have seen us 
retain our league title. It wasn’t to be and no amount of 
passionate prose can hide the simple fact that Lochs were 
better than us on the night as we went down 2-0. The title 
was Aths’ and with it went our congratulations as they were 
worthy winners.

So 14 days came and went and our hopes of ending the 
season on a high were dashed but that is football. Some you 
win, some you lose. excuses are for weaker teams. Quite 
simply we ran out of steam but we can still hold our heads 
high knowing that we gave it everything and that is all you 
can ask of this talented squad.

Iain maclennan has since stepped down as manager. 
Whoever steps into his shoes will inherit a good squad who 
just need to shed the disappointment of 2012 and focus on 
2013 where their undoubted abilities will surely continue to 
bring silverware to Upper Coll.

Peter O’ Donnell

Back FC

Challenge Answer: The letter ‘e’, which is the most common letter used in the english language, does not appear even 
once in the paragraph.

This is an unusual paragraph. How quickly can you find out what is so unusual about it? It 
looks so ordinary and plain that you would think nothing was wrong with it. In fact, nothing is 
wrong with it! It is highly unusual though. Study it and think about it, but you still may not find 
anything odd. but if you work at it a bit, you might find out. Try to do so without any coaching!

Answer at the bottom of the page.

Reading Challenge

Another successful Mòd for Còisir Sgìr’ a’ Bhac, in Golspie, 1995
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The close of the garden season does not mean total absti-
nence from any garden activity for we can engage in many 
chores in preparation for the Spring.

Winter digging is recommended, especially if you have 
access to farmyard manure and of course, seaweed.  Now 
is the time to dig it in, thus ensuring it will be well rotted by 
the Spring.  Another precious material for the soil, and often 
ignored, is leaf mould.  Leaf mould is of great value in gar-
dening, as it forms an important ingredient in composting 
and, in fact, may be regarded as a suitable substitute for 
farmyard manure.  I picked a few bags of leaves in town one 
year and left them for a year to decay, when they became 
soft and crumbly.

This is also the time to buy in plugs, such as pansies or 
violas, for early Spring colour.  one local person told me 
that he has obtained viola plugs and has transferred them 
to small pots, storing them in a sheltered part of the garden, 
preferably in a cold frame.  A cold frame can easily be made 
out of spare bits of wood, covered with a piece of glass or 
clear polythene, thus ensuring warmth, light and shelter, as 
well as protection from the reach of slugs.  make sure the 
plugs do not dry out or get overwatered.

In my compost bin, which is worked by worms, hundreds of 

slugs of all types seem to find their way in, clinging on to its 
sides, which serves as a reminder to me of how active and 
numerous slugs are in the garden.  It seems as if there is a 
plague of them.

Should you wish to introduce worms into your compost 
bin, certain rules apply for their survival:- no fresh manure 
(especially chicken); no fresh grass till it is well decayed; no 
cooked food or raw meat; no fresh eggs, but just the shells.  
I once saw a bin where raw meat had been added, resulting 
in a mass of maggots!  Having used worms in bins for the 
past fifteen years, I have learned that they are most sensi-
tive creatures.  Always add fresh vegetable waste, crunched 
newspapers, soft cardboard torn into pieces, but not water 
as there will be sufficient moisture in the waste.  

In a healthy compost bin there can be tens of thousands 
of active worms, chewing and munching their way through 
vegetable waste etc, then passing it through them as pure 
black soil.  The only things left that are still recognisable are 
small fragments of egg shells and traces of teabags.  These 
are not worms bought specially for the purpose, but ones 
I picked which are recognisable by their stripes, differing 
from earthworms and suitable for composting.  The ordinary 
earthworm will not stay in bins, which means there are dif-
ferent types of worms.

Finally, should 
anyone wish to 
start a compost 
bin from scratch 
with worms, I 
shall be only to 
glad to give you 
a handful to start 
you off - I started 
off with only a 
dozen or so.

From the 
Poileagan

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...Garden Chores

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £33.00 to mrs m. A. Davidson, 3a New Street, 
back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £33.00
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
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Back School Cycling Proficiency Certificates, 1985
Back row: Colin maciver (Coll), Kevin A macdonald (Coll), David Fargie (vatisker), Alasdair Graham (Upper Coll)
Front row: Angus James macdonald (Coll), maureen mackinnon (School road), Chriselle Graham, Kevin murray (back)

Gloggy (Iain Mhicdougall, then at 20 Coll) and Spread (Niall an Teangail, 14 
Coll). Photo taken in Edinburgh on the eve of their first trip to the Whaling 
in South Georgia October, 1951

Back row (left 
to right): Iain 
maclennan 
(Iain mardo), 
Iain murdo 
macdonald 
(mac Swannie), 
Donald Graham 
(mac a’ 
Phrem), martin 
macdonald 
(martin Swannie), 

Front row: 
murdo macleod 
(mac Tohan), 
murdo Graham 
(mac a’ Phrem) 
(Uilleam Tohan 
and Cathie’s 
Wedding)

Rev Murdo Macaulay and Mr John Murdo 
Macmillan, Sunday School Outing 1973
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Material for  
publication in the DECEMBER issue of Loch a Tuath News 

must be in before WEDNESDAY 21st NOVEMBER 2012

 

Katy Graham (Coll) won the Mod U19 Precenting competition. She is pictured with her 
congregation (left to right): Calum Nicholson (Lochs), Alison macinnes (back), Annabel maclennan 
(Gress), Jane macinnes (back), mairi maclennan (Gress), Isabelle bain (Gress), Catriona bain 
(Gress), Angus Nicholson (Lochs). (Photo courtesy of Graham Hood Photography. See more mod 
photos at grahamhoodphotography.com)


