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The views expressed in the Loch a 
Tuath News by named individuals, 
unless otherwise stated, are not 
necessarily endorsed by the LaTn 
Editorial committee.

how to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: angusmorrison@ukgateway.net 
By post: 14 new Street, Back, isle of lewis, hS2 0lh 

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible.  If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the 
community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their 
free time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and 
ears’ of the district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal 
Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3 to cover cost and 
postage. 

Fàilte
Welcome to the January issue of Loch 
a Tuath news. This month we have 
another varied selection of content for 
you to enjoy. We have a very interest-
ing article by Kenny John Mackenzie 
telling us about some of the experi-
ences that he and his wife Ishbel 
have had in uganda since 2003. also 
this month norman Smith continues 
his stories of sailing the world. We 
have details regarding the refurbish-
ment programme being undertaken 
over coming months in Back Free 
Church and we also have news from 
Women for Mission, Tong Sunday 
School and Back Community Council. 
We have news of Deasbad BT alba 
and we have a photo of local school 
pupils who attended the 6th year 
Dinner Dance held the week before 
Christmas.

We are pleased to announce that 
the recipient of the Loch a Tuath 
Citizenship award 2012 is Gordon 
Maclennan. Gordon, as we all know, 
has been involved in a very worthwhile 
campaign to reduce the price of fuel 
in the island and we are now seeing 
the benefits of that campaign, with 
cheaper fuel prices. See page 27 for 
more details.

Please also see the appeal on page 
25 from the organisers of the book 
about Back School. They are trying to 
gather class photos but there are still 
many year groups for which they have 
not received any photos. If you are 
able to help then please get in touch!

as well as all of that, we have, of 
course, our regular features too, such 
as as na Bailtean, From the Manse, 
Back in Time, From the archives, 
anns a’ Ghàrradh and the latest news 
from Sgoil a’ Bhac and Tong School. 
Many thanks to all those of you who 
have contributed to this month’s issue. 
Please remember to get in touch with 
us if you have anything which you 
think would be of interest. We would 
be delighted to receive any contribu-
tions from readers or to hear from you 
if you have any ideas for inclusion.

at the start of this year the Loch a 
Tuath news Committee would like to 
take this opportunity to wish our read-
ers, contributors and advertisers a 
very happy and prosperous new year. 
Bliadhna Mhath ur dhuibh uile!

Cover photo: This boy’s name 
is Bongannie, the son of Bentry, 
one of african Bible University’s 
Professors in Uganda. he was 
really proud the day he wore this 
Back Football Club jersey! (See the 
article on page 12). 
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Iain and family, 17 Coll; Sine, alex 
and family, 17 Coll, and all friends and 
neighbours are in our thoughts at such 
a difficult time.

Congratulations

Mark Macdonald and Joanna lawrie

Mark Macdonald and Joanna Lawrie 
were married on the 10th august 2012 
at Burnhouse Manor, ayrshire. Mark 
is the youngest son of Calum Iain and 
Peggy Macdonald, 9 Coll, Back, and 
Joanna is the only daughter of David 
and Eileen Lawrie, Lancashire. 

new home 

It is good to see a light once again in 
a new home. Lorraine, Derek and little 
Finlay Campbell have moved into their 
new home at 33 Coll. May you have 
many happy years together.

happy new Year 

We would like to wish all our readers 
from near and far a very happy and 
healthy new year.

Gress
Condolences

We send our sympathy to the fam-
ily and friends of Effie a’ Chèic who 
passed away on 4th December, aged 
86 years. Her husband John Fraser 
passed away a few years ago and 
she is survived by her son Jim who 
nursed her along with her nephew Iain 
Macdonald. Effie was the last of the 
Mackay family.

Condolences also go to Iain and annie 
Mackinnon, no. 27, and their family 
on the death of his mother Isabel on 
10th December, aged 92 years. Isabel 
belonged to Edinburgh but had made 
her home in the Battery for many 
years. Her husband, who was from 
South Lochs, died a few years ago. 
She was a very able and alert lady 
though not well for the past few years. 

As NA 
BAilteAN

Back / Vatisker
Bereavements

Paul Davey, 8 vatisker, passed away 
in the Western Isles Hospital on 12 
December. Sincere condolences to his 
wife Mary in vatisker and his daughter 
Tina in Stornoway. 

There have been several other deaths 
in the district recently and tributes will 
appear in next month’s issue.

in hospital

We wish Marion Macaskill (Morag allan 
Phudair), Park view House, Lighthill, a 
speedy recovery as she is at the time 
of writing in hospital.

Golden Wedding

neil Murray and Catriona Graham mar-
ried on 27 december 1962

Congratulations to neil and Catriona 
Murray, the anvil, Lighthill road, who 
celebrated their Golden Wedding 
anniversary recently. They were mar-
ried on 27 December 1962 in King’s 
College Chapel, aberdeen, by rev 
Hugh Mackay, Free Church Minister in 
aberdeen. The reception was held in 
the Caledonian Hotel, union Terrace, 
aberdeen.

coll
Best Wishes

after spending time in the Western 
Isles Hospital Katie Bell Mackay (bann-
trach Ivor ruairidh Staoig), 56 Coll, is 
back home with her family. We do hope 
you keep up the good progress.

Sympathy

Our sympathy goes to rev alasdair 
and Chrissie Bell Smith, 73 Coll, on the 
death of her sister Catriona Stewart, 
Back, who passed away at Bethesda 
Hospice. Her nephew alasdair, Dina 
and family, 15 Coll; cousins Mabel, 

She leaves a son Iain and two daugh-
ters, Susan and Pat. Our thoughts are 
with all the family.  

Our sympathy also goes to the Stewart 
family in Back on the death of their sis-
ter Catriona. She was a friend to many 
and a much loved teacher. We will miss 
her.

Get Well Wishes

We send best wishes to the many of 
our villagers either in hospital or having 
treatment at the present time: Murdo 
Mackenzie and his brother Jackie, no. 
25; Jamie Macdonald, 30b; Cathie ann 
Macleod, Beinn Iomhair; and Charlie 
Clark, no. 20. Our thoughts are with 
you all and we hope to see you back to 
good health again soon. We are also 
thinking of Sandra (Dondy) and nenna 
Macleod and family who were on their 
way on holiday when nenna was 
taken ill. He is recovering in hospital in 
Glasgow after surgery. We look forward 
to seeing you home soon.

Birth Congratulations

We send congratulations to grandpar-
ents alan and alison Bremner, no. 16, 
and parents Caroline and roger Elliot 
on the arrival of a baby girl Ingrid, a 
sister for Finn. Ingrid is the great, great 
granddaughter of Dan Dougal (Donald 
Maclean) and his wife Mary of Tong 
Farm.

driving Test

Well done to annabel Maclennan on 
passing her driving test. Watch out on 
the Govig roads! Belated congratula-
tions also to Danielle Macdonald who 
passed her test during the summer. 
Safe driving to you both.

Congratulations

We congratulate Isabelle Bain on 
achieving Best Speaker at the Gaelic 
Debate in Edinburgh amongst all the 
teams who were competing.

Sporting Talent

We are told that Chris Erskine, son 
of Denis and Margaret, no. 5, is a 
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talented footballer, currently playing 
in midfield for Partick Thistle in the 
Scottish First Division. We hear that he 
is highly regarded and that other teams 
are interested in him. We wish him 
every success in his football career.

Scott Murray, son of alasdair and Tina, 
no. 37, is proving to be a very talented 
shinty player. On the World of Shinty 
website the internet poll chose Scott as 
player of the year in north Division 3. 
Congratulations Scott! aren’t they doing 
well!

Cancer research Village Collection

a total of £331.37 was collected in the 
village. Thank you to everyone who 
gave so generously. 

Upper coll
Birthday Wishes

Mrs Barbara Macdonald, 41 upper 
Coll, celebrated her 80th birthday in 
December. We send Barbara our very 
best wishes and congratulations on that 
very special birthday. 

Veteran Sportsman

Colin Tucker, 36 upper Coll, recently 
took part in the Great Grand Masters’ 
Men’s Hockey World Cup playing for 
Scotland Over 65s. Teams from Wales, 
South africa, australia, England, Japan, 
Germany and the netherlands took part 
in Oxford, but unfortunately Scotland 
did not feature in the medals. Shades 
of our national football team!

However, Colin was also a member of 
the team when Scotland fared better 

in the Celtic nations’ Cup, retain-
ing the trophy in their annual match 
against Welsh opposition, played at the 
Inverclyde Centre, Largs in november.

Playing veterans’ Hockey for Scotland 
has taken Colin as far afield as 
Hong Kong and Cape Town, and to 
Melbourne (where he represented 
Western australia in their Inter-State 
Championships). Coincidentally, anoth-
er member of the veterans’ national 
Squad is Dr alan Bremner, 16 Gress. 
not bad for bodachs!

dr alan Bremner

new Baby

Congratulations to Irene and nick 
Clinton, whose home is in Glasgow, 
on the birth of their second son, Daniel 
James, on 30th november 2012. 
Daniel’s arrival was a big surprise 
for his Mum and Dad and big brother 
Charlie, as he put in his appearance 
two weeks early! all are well and 
Charlie is looking forward to introducing 
his baby brother to Col uarach when 
they come to visit their proud grandpar-
ents Katie Bell and Jimmy Thomson, 2 
upper Coll.

new Childminding Service

Mrs Sandra Macdonald, 28 upper 
Coll, is offering a full-time registered 
Childminding Service from the begin-
ning of January. Sandra was a child-
minder in Portree for eight years and 
since then she has had three years’ 
experience working as a relief play 
assistant in various island nurseries 
and as an auxiliary in primary schools. 
We wish Sandra well in her venture and 
we are sure that this service will be an 
asset to the community.

home from hospital

It is good to report that Donald 
Macritchie (Dollan Phosan), 7 upper 
Coll, is now home from hospital and it 
is hoped he is now feeling much better 
and well on the way to recovery. We 
send Dollan our very best wishes.

in hospital

We also send our very best wishes to 
Kenny nicolson, 37 upper Coll. at the 
time of writing Kenny is in hospital and 
we hope he will soon be home.

tonG
Condolences

We would like to extend the sincere 
sympathy of the village to the family 
of the late John (Johndan) Campbell, 
20 aird Tong, who passed away in 
aberdeen recently. We assure his 
widow Cathie, his daughters Christine 
and Erica, and son Iain along with the 
extended family of our deepest sympa-
thy at this very sad time for them all.

Back 
Pharmacy
Do you, or anyone you 
know, suffer from inconti-
nence?
at BaCK PHarMaCy 
we offer a discreet and 
confidential service for 
the supply of incontinence 
products.

Please call 820333 to dis-
cuss our large range of 
products.

We can arrange free deliv-
ery to your home and a 
monthly payment option.

If you need further infor-
mation please call 820333 
today.

Mystery Object
Kenny Maciver (Kenny 
Chonoicean), has been in 
touch to try to clear up the use 
of this mystery object which 
we featured in last month’s 
issue. It is made of brass and 
measures 16cm in height. The 
central spindle, when pulled 
up towards the circular end, 
causes the many sharp spokes 
to fan out into a larger circle.

Kenny explains: “It was, I think, used with a stocking 
machine. It’s upside down and was hooked on to the 
sock and weights hung on to it, to keep tension on the 
sock. The weights hung on a hooked shaft, they were 
3ins diameter and 3/4ins thick with a radial slot to fit 
them on the shaft. you could vary tension by adding 
more or fewer weights.”

Gress 
Cemetery 
Committee
Lairholders who are not 
paying the annual main-
tenance fee by standing 
order are reminded that 
payment is now due and 
should be forwarded to the 
treasurer, Mr neil Graham, 
1 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis, 
HS2 0Jr. 

The annual fee is currently 
£10 and cheques should 
be made payable to “Gress 
Cemetery Committee”.
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We have received the following tribute to Aline Potter 
(Alexina Dhòmhnaill Tholastaidh) from her daughter Gail in 
Toronto.

My beloved mother passed away on the 10th november 
2012. She was 92.

She was raised at 4 upper Coll where my cousin Christine 
Morrison currently lives with her husband Murdo. 

My mom and Moley vied for 1st place each year at Back 
School. My mom then completed her schooling at the 
nicolson before serving her country and the allied cause 
as a WrEn officer. It was at a dance (held from time to 
time for men and women serving during WWII from the 
Commonwealth countries) that my mom met her future 
husband, Ford Potter, who was a fighter pilot instructor 
from Canada. They married on the 10th november 1944 in 
Edinburgh and eventually settled in Toronto. 

My parents had two children: myself and older brother 
David.

My mom returned a number of times to 4 upper Coll, often 
with me. My brother visited as well. 

My mom loved her native Scotland and had a very happy 
childhood, she told me. She arrived seven years after her 
five sisters. Her mother Isabella Mackenzie was from Coll, I 
believe, and her father Donald Maciver, who was one of the 
raiders, hailed from Tolsta.

My mom embraced her adopted country and became 
a staunch Canadian (what a wonderful ambassador of 
Scotland she was…aren’t all Scots?!)

needless to say, this is a very sad time for me and my 
brother.

Gail Potter

Tribute to aline Potter

aline Potter Gail Potter and her mother aline

WOMEn FOr MiSSiOn
a recent Women for Mission initiative gave the 
Back congregation the opportunity to donate gifts 
for inclusion in Christmas Hampers which would be 
donated to the Stornoway Corps of the Salvation army 
and the Hebrides alpha project in upper Coll.

The outcome far exceeded expectations, with an 
abundance of gifts being donated not only by the 
congregation, but also from the wider community.  
altogether in excess of twelve hampers of gifts were 
made up and delivered to both these organisations, 

who were overwhelmed by the goodwill shown to them.

Our photos show presentation of the hampers, which 
took place on 6 December 2012, to Shona MacLeod 
(Manager) and alan Porter (Careworker) of Hebrides 
alpha Supported accommodation unit (photo on the 
left), and to Captain Morag Sabiston of the Salvation 
army, together with a cheque to the latter to cover costs 
of extensive hospitality at this time of the year.

The Back WfM Group would like to thank all those who 
made this enterprise possible.
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Church refurbishments
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Back Free Church - 2013 
refurbishment Project
Plans to extensively refurbish the building complex 
of Back Free Church were formally endorsed at 
a congregational meeting on Wednesday 28th 
november 2012.  Following a presentation showing 
all drawings/plans and costings, the congregation 
gave its full support to the project.  The necessity, 
benefits and merits of this project were all recognised 
and endorsed.  Mr Kenneth Maclennan (Tong) and Mr 
alasdair Stewart (upper Coll) both contributed from 
the floor and gave their personal support to this work, 
commending the project to the congregation.    

Whilst this redevelopment is largely mandatory, steps 
have been taken to ensure that key areas of the 
church building can be further enhanced, improved 
and made more accessible. 

Whilst some aspects of this work will result in some 
changes to the layout of the church building, the 
proposed alterations are considered necessary, 
constructive and advantageous. 

The project costs are expected to be around £80,000 - 
£100,000 and will incorporate the following alterations:

new Fire Exit door: To comply with fire safety 
regulations, a completely new fire exit will be provided 
to the right hand side of the pulpit going out through 
the present window opening.  

Circulation / Foyer area: In response to fire safety 
concerns regarding evacuation pressure on the main 
entrance/exit door at the end of services, the formation 
of an internal circulation space immediately inside the 
existing rear wall will be created.  This will be achieved 
by taking about five rows of benches out at the back of 
the church and forming a partition along the line of the 
existing pillars.  The middle section of the proposed 
partition would comprise a series of folding doors to 
allow chairs to be placed right up to the present rear 
wall if a particular occasion deemed that necessary.  
The internal circulation space and two side rooms to 

be formed will be of particular benefit to the Sunday 
School.

General Circulation: To improve general circulation, 
bench seats either side of the pulpit are to be 
removed, where once again chairs will be placed if 
necessary.  The Precentor’s ‘box’ will be replaced 
with a simple lectern, and the Elders’ bench will be 
replaced by chairs. 

Crèche: The plan gives a pictorial view of the 
improvements to the Crèche area, which will also be 
used as a meeting room/vestry.

new Kitchen: a new kitchen will be fitted in the hall to 
meet current food hygiene requirements.

Other improvements: The interior of the church 
building is to be extensively painted / decorated.  The 
church will be re-carpeted.  In addition to upgrading all 
electrical fittings, including lighting, the Pa system will 
be upgraded and reclocated.

Work has now commenced and is being undertaken 
mainly by John Murray & Co.  It is expected that the 
work will be completed by March 2013.

The work is being financed largely by a loan granted 
to Back Free Church by the Board of Trustees of the 
Free Church of Scotland.   

a local Fundraising Committee has been appointed 
for the purpose of raising funds for the project.  a 
fundraising strategy is being drawn up with fundraising 
activities planned to commence over coming weeks.  a 
designated envelope to specifically support the project 
will be made available to the wider congregation in 
april 2013.  Prior to the availability and distribution 
of envelopes, a monthly collection will be held during 
January, February and March 2013. 

Further updates on the works programme will be given 
over the coming weeks, however should you require 
further information at this stage please contact alex 
J Macleod, Clerk to the Deacons’ Court and/or neil 
Graham, Congregational Treasurer.

Pictured is Shona 
Macleod from Hebrides 
alpha along with 
Tong Sunday School 
pupils and teachers, 
and a couple of 
representatives from the 
Tong Meeting House 
Monthly Fellowship, 
who all helped with the 
recent coffee morning 
and Bring and Buy 
sale in aid of Hebrides 
alpha Project. a total of 
£850 was raised. The 

organisers would like 
to thank everyone who 
contributed towards this 
very worthy cause. The 
morning was a great 
success and enjoyed by 
everyone who attended.

The Hebrides alpha 
Project is part financed 
by the Scottish 
Government and the 
European Community 
LEaDEr Innse Gall 
2007-2013 Programme.

Tong Sunday School
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From the Manse
new Year resolutions

new year resolutions are notoriously difficult to keep and 
fulfil.  Perhaps you have given yourself a list of resolu-
tions, but you are having more than a spot of bother 
keeping to your script.  you are not alone. Statistics 
reveal that most of us fail to fulfil our goals by the sec-
ond or third week of January.  By then we have a ten-
dency to slip back into our old ways and habits.  

Failure often fuels a feeling of disappointment and dis-
couragement.  We conclude that we can’t achieve our 
objectives and simply give up. 

In the Bible a man named asaph speaks of his failings 
and shortcomings.  yet, he doesn’t give up.  after a dark 
period of backsliding he resolves not to give up on God 
because God hasn’t given up on him.  This is asaph’s 
testimony / resolution:
yet, I remain with you continually;
By my right hand you hold me as my guide…
although my heart may fail and flesh grow weak, 
God is my strength and portion evermore.   
(Psalm 73:23-26)

nineteenth-century inventor Gail Borden was obsessed 
with the idea of condensing food.  His first effort, a con-
densed ‘meat biscuit’, failed miserably.  But an ocean 
voyage gave birth to a better idea.

Borden was concerned about the sickly condition of the 
children on board.  Cows on the ship were too seasick to 
produce healthy milk, and four children died from drinking 
contaminated milk.  Borden was determined to condense 
milk so that it would be safe and easily transported.  
after many attempts, he devised a vacuum process that 
removed water from milk.

Conditions during the Civil War made the canned milk 
a success, and Borden made a fortune.  His epitaph, 
inscribed on a tomb the shape of a milk can, was, ‘I tried 
and failed; I tried again and again, and succeeded.’

Perhaps we need to capture something of Borden’s spirit 
of perseverance and persistence in the face of apparent 
failure and broken resolutions in our own lives. 

Let’s begin this year by turning to the God of all Grace, 
through whom we can do all things and be ‘more than 
conquerors through him’ (romans 8:37).

a Happy and Blessed new year to you all.

Calum I Macleod

a warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services in 
Back and Tong during January 2013 are as follows:nnnJJJSdSdVdddddd

W

Back
Sunday 6 January
12 noon: rev Calum I Macleod  (Gaelic)
6pm:  rev alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 13 January
10.30am: rev alasdair I Macleod
12 noon: rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  rev Calum I Macleod  (Church Hall)

Sunday 20 January
10.30am: Mr Iain r Morrison
12 noon: rev Kenneth Ferguson  (Gaelic)
6pm:  rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 27 January
10.30am: rev alasdair I Macleod
12 noon: rev Kenneth Ferguson (Gaelic)
6pm:  rev alasdair I Macleod

Tong Mission house
Sunday 6 January
10.30am: rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 13 January
6pm:  rev alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 20 January
12 noon: rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 27 January
6pm:  Mr neil Murray (Gaelic)

January Service Times 

Monthly Family / Guest Services
Tong Mission house

Every 3rd Sunday @ 12 noon
 (With Crèche facilities)

next Service: Sunday 20 January 2013
rev. Calum i Macleod

Everyone Welcome

The next phase of the church refurbishment work is due to 
commence on Monday 7th January 2013. The initial 2 weeks 
of this phase will be the most disruptive period of the works 
programme.  This will include the formation of a fire exit at the 
front/right of the Church, painting of the main Church ceiling, 
formation of partitions at the rear of the Church and the first fix of 
the electrical upgrade.

Due to the nature of the works and the requirement to have 
scaffolding erected from ground floor to ceiling height, the Church 
Building will be unavailable for use for an estimated 2 week period.

as a result of the Church being unavailable the order of services 
for Sunday 13th January will be as follows:

10.30 am English      (Church Hall)
12.00 noon Gaelic    (Church Hall)
6.00 pm English        (Church Hall)
6.00 pm English        (Tong Mission House)



10

Norman Smith continues his story of leaving the island to go 
to sea.

When I joined Scottish Ship Management in 1970, they were 
very much a young company with 15 ships; all except three 
were geared bulk carriers, which meant they had electric 
or electro-hydraulic cargo cranes to load and/or discharge 
their cargoes. These ships traded all round the world, very 
often on a route such as the Temple Arch – sailing from the 
uK and Europe across the north atlantic to north america, 
loading for Japan via the Panama Canal and the north 
Pacific Ocean; from there they would sail to the islands of 
the Central or South Pacific and then on to australia or new 
Zealand before loading again for the uK and Europe, sail-
ing across the Indian Ocean and sometimes loading more 
cargo in South africa as well. Such a voyage would normally 
take about 6 or 7 months, depending on the number of ports 
or cargoes. The other three ships were on time charter to 
British Steel and carried iron ore back to the uK and Europe 
from ports such as Murmansk in northern russia, narvik 
in norway, as well as ports in the Gulf of St. Lawrence in 
Quebec Province in Canada, Brazil, venezuela, and West 
africa. These three ships were the oldest in the fleet, having 
been built between 1959 and 1962. There were another 13 
ships on order with shipyards on the Clyde and in norway, 
with the last one, the Cape Grenville due for delivery at the 
end of 1972. These were exciting times with British shipping 
companies building new ships and so there were plenty of 
jobs to be had. There was plenty of rivalry between the com-
panies as well, which we cadets continued to uphold when 
we were ashore!

after the Temple Arch discharged her cargo in Swansea, we 
sailed across the north atlantic towards the port of norfolk 
in Hampton roads on the southeast coast of virginia. 
There we would load coal for Japan. On the way across 
the atlantic, we swept and washed the cargo holds of the 
dust that remained of the previous cargo. The holds are 
inspected by surveyors prior to loading and must be clean. 
after sweeping, the dirt is hauled out in buckets, the holds 
are then washed down with fire hoses, and the bilge wells 
cleaned as well. The bilge wells or bilges are recesses in the 
bottom of each cargo hold where any water or condensation 
in the hold would drain – it could be pumped out from there 
so as not to damage the cargo in the hold.

daily duties

Cleaning the bilges was a favourite job given to cadets, 
as the bilges were small and awkward to get in and out of 
through the hatch. Cadets were young and usually smaller 
than the rest of the sailors and so could fit relatively easily-
ish in a rectangular box about 6 feet long, 2 feet wide and 
about 3 feet deep. you squeezed in at one end and would 
be given a bucket and small shovel to scoop out any dirt or 
cargo residues and water. Each bilge suction, a pipe con-
nected to one of the many pipelines on board would then be 
tested with the bilge pump. as well as removing any conden-
sation which drained into the bilges or rain water from the 
cargo, the bilges were the only way of pumping sea water 
out of the holds should a disaster occur and sea water get 
into the holds. Occasionally, when carrying grain cargoes, 
some furry little creatures might make a nest in there as 
well! Before loading, the little hatch would be covered with 
burlap – which was a type of sacking used specifically for 

the bilge covers – that would stop any cargo getting into 
the bilges and blocking the suction pipe leading back to the 
pump. as well as the manual side of the task, I was also 
taught how the pump worked - that way I could also get sent 
down to the engine room to see to that side of things.

There were other daily duties which the cadets were specifi-
cally allocated – hoisting the flags each morning and tak-
ing them down each evening; ‘soundings’ i.e. checking all 
the ship’s tanks on a daily basis and recording them in the 
logbook – ‘flogging’ them meant writing them in the book 
without actually going round checking the tanks – not a 
good idea! absolutely guaranteed to be found out as well 
with inevitable consequences! The cabin always had to be 
clean and tidy in case of a surprise inspection, and cleaning 
the Bridge was expected of the cadets as well; this usu-
ally meant a quick clean each morning, especially brass-
work which had to be polished before the Master (Captain) 
appeared on the Bridge with a more thorough going-over 
once a week. The rest of the day would be working with the 
sailors under the Bosun, soojie-ing, painting, greasing, all 
the general maintenance that takes place on board ship.

The Engine room

Crews on board SSM’s ships were designated as GP or 
General Purpose ratings, meaning they worked both in the 
Engine-room as well as on deck. This was not appreciated 
by all, as the engine room tended to be hot and noisy, but 
there was a weekly rota system which meant everybody 
took their turn down below. The Temple Arch had two experi-
mental diesel engines which were not very reliable – this 
meant we all spent a lot of time helping the engineers with 
maintenance and repairs. She would steam at 14.5 knots 
with both engines, or about 11 knots on one engine, which 
was quite often! There was an engineer on board from the 
engine manufacturers, a yorkshireman. He had huge side-
burns like McCririck the horse-racing pundit - even he was 
struggling to cope with the constant problems.

as a navigating Cadet, I was expected to show interest 
in that side of things so I would ask to go up to the Bridge 
during the 8-12 evening watch with the 3rd Officer. There 
I could practise such things as compass errors using the 
moon, planets or stars and also identify the various stars 
and constellations. If we met another ship, I was encour-
aged to use the aldis Signalling Lamp to “call her up” and 
send the oft-used signal “What Ship and Where Bound?” 
by Morse Code – since we had been taught Morse Code in 
Lews Castle, this was great! If the other ship seemed quite 
happy to keep signalling until it was out of range, it prob-
ably meant there was a cadet on there as well! although 
the ship was normally on auto-pilot I also took my turn at 
steering and completed the necessary hours to get my 
Steering Ticket, which meant that I could now be used to 
steer the ship in and out of port. The 2nd and 3rd Officers 
also taught us the ‘rules of the road’ or to use its official 
title ‘regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea’, of which 
there were 31 at the time (there are many more nowadays). 
These had to be learned verbatim and could be asked by an 
examiner during oral examinations when sitting Department 
of Transport exams. Some of the rules stick in your head 
for ever more, which was fine until they were revised and 
changed – you end up with a mix of the old and the new!

Going To Sea
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norfolk, virginia, is in Hampton roads, one of the world’s 
largest natural harbours incorporating the mouths of the 
Elizabeth river and James river with several smaller riv-
ers flowing into Chesapeake Bay. It was well-known for its 
year-round ice-free harbour, making it an ideal base for the 
united States navy, Coast Guard, air Force, naSa, Marine 
Corps, and army facilities, as well as shipyards, coal piers, 
and hundreds of miles of waterfront property and beaches. 
naSa’s Langley research Centre nearby was the original 
training ground for the astronauts for the Mercury Seven, 
Gemini, and apollo space missions.

Through the Panama Canal

I wasn’t that impressed with norfolk, virginia. It was very 
dirty because of the amount of coal dust from the conveyor 
belts on the loading chutes along the berths - we were also 
warned to be careful because of racial problems when going 
ashore. It was the first time I had seen so many coloured 
people. I remember the dock workers being nice people 
though, their accents and way of talking was quite unusual. 
remember this was in the days before 24-hour television 
from all over the world, and the television I had seen was in 
black and white - I really did have heather growing behind 
my ears. There was a ‘Flying angel’ or Seamen’s Mission 
near the dock gates where you could buy postcards and 
souvenirs, that was far enough for most of us. My diary for 
our stay in Hampton roads reads as follows: “we had to 
anchor for a day because there were several ships ahead 
of us waiting to go into norfolk to load. It is not much of a 
place, just about all we could see were coal trucks. There 
were two or three uS aircraft carriers and several other war-
ships tied up and we could also see the passenger liner SS 
united States laid up due to the fact that the company can-
not afford to run her. On the 27th October (1970) we sailed 
from norfolk with a full load of coal (about 21,000 tons) for 
Japan.”

On our way across to norfolk, the weather had not been 
that great. Being in ballast, the Temple Arch rolled across 

the swells, and everything rattled and vibrated in the cabin. 
Before sailing from Swansea, I had made the mistake of 
pulling out all the little wedges of paper that were jammed 
in here and there – they were soon replaced! Since leav-
ing norfolk, however, the weather had improved and was 
definitely warmer. Once again, the first job after sailing was 
to wash down the ship with fire hoses, getting rid of the coal 
dust which was everywhere. This was followed by soojie-ing 
to wash off the salt in preparation for painting once we were 
in the warm weather. now we were passing islands and 
countries I had only read about: the Bahamas, Cuba and 
Jamaica. This was the Caribbean that I had read about in 
stories, pirates like Long John Silver, sailing ships, Treasure 
Island - quite magical for somebody who had just reached 
his 17th birthday! 

a week after leaving norfolk we anchored off Cristobal, at 
the entrance to the Panama Canal. There were quite a lot 
of ships waiting their turn to go through the canal, including 
some I recognised from norfolk, and which had also loaded 
coal for Japan. Here is my diary entry for going through the 
Panama Canal at night: “to go through the Panama Canal 
by day or night is a great experience – the country either 
side is beautiful and so lush with vegetation that it is, in fact, 
a jungle. Floodlights run its whole length and the buildings at 
the locks are very nice and clean. To get through, one must 
rise to a height above sea level of 850 feet where there is 
a large lake. Then we come to an area known as ‘The Cut’ 
where hundreds perished from malaria and other diseases 
while hacking a mountain in two using picks and shovels. 
There is a plaque to commemorate the brave men who died 
to make this journey possible. There are alligators in the 
swamp alongside the canal. at each set of locks the ship is 
pulled by ‘mules’ or ‘donkeys’, which are small engines on 
either side. Shore gangs come on board to tie the wires to 
the mules – they seem nice people and try to sell us head-
scarves, cushion covers and other souvenirs. We arrived in 
Balboa (on the Pacific side) at 3 a.m. and tied up to take on 
fuel oil bunkers, we sailed for Japan about 10 a.m.”

Cargo ShipsSS United States

Panama Canal

Bulk Carrier in Panama Canal
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The Privilege of the Called
Kenny John Mackenzie shares with us some experiences of 
the work in Uganda over the last few years.

I wanted to share with you a few thoughts of our calling to 
uganda, East africa, to help build african Bible university 
(aBu) over the past nine years.

Our journey started in 2002 when rev Dr Campbell brought 
Dr Owen Palmer robertson, an Old Testament Professor, 
to the pulpit at Back Free Church. Through the preaching 
that weekend and Dr robertson explaining the vision of 
african Bible Colleges (who already had colleges in Liberia 
and Malawi) to go and help build a reformed Bible college 
in uganda, the Lord worked in our lives to take the step of 
faith out of our comfort zone and reach out to a people over 
4000 miles away. So in June 2003 we began the journey to 
uganda. It was with much emotion and a wonderful sense of 
God’s calling that we stepped out in faith.

arrival

On arrival I found much confusion among the missionaries 
on the ground and not a great sense of fellowship, which 
caused me much concern. at that point the leaders of 
african Bible Colleges were in america and Malawi. after 
a few weeks I sensed that the missionaries on the ground 
thought their calling was in doing some other work in africa, 
so they left. The leaders then came from america and 
Malawi to talk things through with me, to see if I would con-
sider leading the project as the project manager. after much 
discussion with my wife in prayer we agreed to lead the pro-
ject. We knew at that point that our term in africa was going 
to be a long one.

The largest industry in uganda is security and security firms 
guard all sorts of buildings. So it was no different for me - 
the need to have security guards with loaded weapons with 
you day and night. The site was 30 acres and I stayed for 
11 months on my own with my security guard with me each 
day and night. When my wife Ishbel arrived for the first time 
in uganda my security guard said to me that she was very 
white, to which Ishbel replied, “Chan eil guth air fhèin, cho 
dubh ‘s a tha e!”

as the campus was to have over 30 buildings on it, the deci-
sion was taken to build a permitted wall all round the cam-
pus. This decision was taken because of a terrible break-in 
on the Malawi campus when gunmen came in and started 
shooting some of the missionaries. On that occasion no one 
was killed but some of the missionaries left the field and 
went back home to america. When one of the missionaries 
who left the field heard that aBu was to build a new cam-
pus in uganda she got her church to fund the wall at aBu 
uganda.

The campus site was to consist of 10 staff houses for the 
professors, 12 staff houses for married students, an admin-
istration building, library, radio station, church, dining hall, six 
men’s dorms, 3 ladies’ dorms each sleeping 20 people, four 
classrooms, sports hall and a sports field. The main funding 
was coming from the churches in america, with churches 
putting aBu on their missions’ budget for a period of four 
years, and drip-feeding to us. If the building was costing 
£40,000 then that church would release to us each year 
£10,000. With over 30 churches partnering with us to build 
the college this worked fairly well.

So my first task was to organise the men to help build a 
four-metre-high wall round the campus. The men were in 
sections of ten and we had 5 groups as we worked our way 
round the campus building the wall. We took the best part of 
a year to build the wall. as the wall was being built we also 
started building a workshop and a house for me to stay in 
as I was staying in rented accommodation for my first six 
months, until we got the house semi decent for me.

The daily Work

We were situated six miles south of Kampala, the capital of 
uganda. at that point I had no electricity or city water, and 
needed to go into Kampala each day for materials through 
very heavy traffic and some crazy driving. I was also given a 
Ford ranger pickup truck for my daily work.

We worked six days and rested on the Sabbath. The men 
were being paid as follows: skilled workers received £15 per 
week and unskilled £12 per week. It was a real struggle for 
the men to make ends meet, with sickness, malaria and HIv 
aIDS so widespread and the need to try and send their chil-
dren to school. Life was tough and still very difficult.

On our part we gave the men two meals per day - breakfast 
at ten, and lunch at one. In other work situations the men 
would need to pay for their food. We paid the men each 
Saturday. Most of the men we hired had left their work to 
come and work for us as they knew we would not treat them 
harshly. The common practice in the country was to delay 
men their weekly wage, and to tell them that they would be 
paid next week, but when next week would come they still 
would be denied their pay.

Each day before we started work we prayed and shared 
God’s Word with an interpreter. at times showing the men 
the love of Jesus Christ to sinners was taken by some to be 
a sign of weakness, so some would come to my house if 
they had been caught stealing for me to show forgiveness; I 
did find this very challenging at times.

all men were searched coming on to the site in the morning 
and leaving in the evening, and all tools were signed in and 
out for work. This proved very labour-intensive and the man 
in charge would at times be offered a bribe to keep the tool.

On one occasion showing slides in our congregation in Back 
and in Lochs showing the men mixing concrete from the 

Sharing God’s word with an interpreter every 
morning with the men before we start work
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ground, people were moved to give us a concrete mixer. 
This was really an answer to prayer and the work moved 
much quicker. When the money arrived for me to buy the 
mixer and I told the men, they said to me that they were still 
very happy to mix from the ground, and that I should share 
the money for the mixer with them. needless to say this did 
not happen.

Taking Students

In 2005 we were able to be in a position to start taking the 
first intake of students into the college for their four-year 
degree course with an administration building ready, class-
room, kitchen, dorm and part of the radio station, and three 
staff houses. The students came - eighteen of them, mostly 
from uganda, a Kenyan, and two from rwanda. Some 
of them were already ordained ministers in the anglican 
Church but felt the need for reformed doctrine.

We had many struggles in those early days, with lack of 
water and electricity. after much prayer for a generator we 
received the news of a private donation of £18,000 from 
america to buy a 150 kva Perkins diesel generator. 

The students themselves struggled to find funds to take 
them through. Some were selling their land and cattle and 
the little they had to fund their college education.

Of the first eighteen that came, fourteen made it through to 
Graduation Day. It really was a great day for all to see the 
first graduation and Ishbel made sure that she would be with 
me on that great occasion.

as the years passed by more students were getting to know 
more about us and the classes increased to about forty each 
year. as I write the college at this point has 145 students. 
The total that they can accommodate is 200.

One day in church a ugandan minister preaching to white 
missionaries said, “you white people are going to have your 
heart broken not once but many times over. What will you do 
then?” Many missionaries go back home with a sense of fail-
ure, but he urged us to stick with it through the tough times.

In my line of work I had to take 40 foot containers through 
customs. It really was a very difficult task with many seeking 
bribes. On one occasion we had a container full of rice to 
go to refugees in northern uganda. Each container had to 
have a clearing agent. The one I had cheated me on taxes 
so that I had to pay more money to the revenue authorities. 
It was a most unpleasant experience and we went to court 
to try and get our money back. The experience left me really 

bewildered as lawyers and judges wanted bribes from what-
ever angle they could find. In the end we recovered half of 
the £4000 we lost.

One of the greatest needs of the country is to have honest 
people and I believe african Bible university with the uni-
versity education that each student receives will benefit this 
wonderful country. It really has been a wonderful privilege 
to serve the Lord Jesus Christ for the past nine years in 
uganda.

Blessings to you all, Kenny John and Ishbel

ishbel and Kenny John at the school that ishbel has 
been able to help with private donations so that 180 
children, 70 of whom are orphans, can go to school

There is a huge need for clean drinking water in Uganda, 
and people need to dig bore holes

Money was given to us to buy mosquito nets for the 
workforce. More people die of malaria than any other disease 
in sub Saharan africa

The Catechisms project was a huge success in northern 
Uganda where they received the Catechisms in their own 
language.  Over 2000 copies were translated, with money 
given from Back Free Church congregation
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Sgoil a’ Bhac
Christmas Concert 

a very successful and enjoyable night was held with all the 
classes performing a variety of music and drama (see pho-
tos below). The evening was professionally hosted by our 
very own ant and Dec who kept the events going smoothly! 
The school would like to thank all the parents and com-
munity members who came along to watch the perfor-
mance.  a very generous sum of £641 was raised for the 
Parent Council Fund which supports the school in many 
ways.   £128.80 was also raised on behalf of Bethesda and 
£130.95 was raised through sales of tickets for the concert.

We would like to thank our ‘mystery’ chef reverend CI 
MacLeod for his contribution to the evening also.

Christmas Parties

The school has held a number of parties for all the differ-
ent classes and they have been thoroughly enjoyed by the 
boys and girls.

Christmas Social

The P6 and P7 pupils have enjoyed their Christmas Social 
evening as well.

Class news

all the classes 
have been involved 
in Christmas and 
Winter activities 
including EP3, 4 and 
5 who built a non-
melting igloo in their 
class! 

Masterclass 

Masterclass is based around Christmas this time. There is 
a variety of Design and Teachnology, Drama, ICT skills and 
Food Technology activities. The pupils enjoy the variety 
and also get to know the other pupils from other classes. 

Sgoil a’ Bhac would like to wish you all the best of the fes-
tive season and a Happy new year.

EP 3,4 and 5’s igloo

The 
chef!
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Back School P7, 1948-49
Back row: Kenny Macleod, 55 Back; neil J Stewart, 26 vatisker; William Macleod, 31 Gress; Donald Macdonald, 8 Gress; Donnie 
Maclean, 7 Coll; neil Murray, 52 vatisker; Calum Maciver, Outend Back

Middle row: angus Macrae, 46 vatisker; Miss Matheson (Teacher); alex Murray, 21 Gress; Peggy Martin, Outend Back; Janet 
Macdonald, Gress; Cathie Macdonald, 27 Gress; Dolina Macleod, 50 Back; Murdina Macleod, 54 Coll; angus Macdonald, 2 Church 
Street; neil Macleod, 40 Coll

Front row: Donald Macritchie; angusina Stewart, 10 Back; Katie Mary Maciver, 47 Back; Margaret Macleod, 2 Coll; Ishbel Graham, 
8 Swedish; Ciorstaidh Murray, Coll; Joan Maciver, 70 Coll; Janet Macleod, Manse; Katie a Maclean, 75 Coll; John n Macdonald, 25 
vatisker

Back School S2a, 1987-88
Back row: Fiona Scott (Broadbay view), Don Murray (Gress), Sheena Maclean (Coll), Gareth Edwards (Coll Pottery), 
Margaret Martin (Coll)

Middle row: George Macritchie (upper Coll), Paul Macdonald (Tong), Murdo Macleod (vatisker Park), Colin Gordon (Coll)

Front row: Stewart Campbell (vatisker), Janeen Hannah (Tong), Donna Grant (Tong), Mr angus Macleod, Janette 
Macritchie (Tolsta), Kay Murray (Tolsta), Elizabeth Macinnes (Tong)
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nursery news

The boys and girls wish to thank reverend Calum Iain 
Macleod for visiting the nursery to speak about a special 
star spotted long, long ago in Bethlehem. It was also 
lovely to hold the star brought along for the occasion.

Well done to the nursery children for learning a medley 
of Christmas songs to entertain family and friends at their 
Christmas concert on Wednesday 19th December.  The 
children sang with gusto and a visit from Santa was the 
perfect finale! a great time was also had by all at the 
Christmas Party held on 19th December.

The children waved goodbye to student natalie Murray 
recently.  This was a College placement for natalie and 
staff and children enjoyed having her working alongside 
them for three weeks.  natalie will return to work with the 
children again next term and will undertake the second 
part of her placement within the P1/2 class setting later in 
the session.

road Safety Week

road Safety Week (19th-23rd november) was a stimu-
lus for learning for the whole school.  various curricular 
areas were explored as pupils researched information, 
designed posters and created short pieces of drama 

to highlight safety 
issues. Police Officer, 
John alex Murray, 
delivered an inter-
esting and informa-
tive road Safety 
talk to the children on 
Thursday 22nd november.  John alex is a former pupil 
of Tong School and we are grateful to him for taking the 
time to come and speak to the next generation of Tong 
School pupils. 

Primary One and Two wrote stories about our School 
Crossing attendant, Mr Macdonald, during road Safety 
Week. Two stories are included below:

Mr Macdonald

Mr Macdonald is our precious lollipop man.  He is always 
keeping us safe. Mr Macdonald is never cross or angry.  
Mr Macdonald has a yellow jacket.  On his yellow jacket 
he has reflective strips. I have a yellow jacket too.

By Alasdair Brett, P2

Mr Macdonald is our brilliant lollipop man.  He is always 
fabulous. Mr Macdonald is never lazy.  He is a precious 
man. He is happy.  He is the best man.  He helps us.  I 
love Mr Macdonald. He keeps us safe.

By Rhia Mackay, P2

Mini Motiv8

P1-3 wish to say a big “thank you” to Mrs Jessie Murray 
(nursery Play assistant) and Mrs Caroline Macpherson 
(Parent helper) for taking Mini Motiv8 sessions each 
Thursday during lunch break.  The children play a variety 
of fun games and look forward to “Jessie and Caroline’s 
Gym Club.” 

Skipping

The children in Primary 4-7 have been keeping fit recent-
ly as they participated in a Skipping Challenge organised 
by active Schools.  The children are finding this a fun 
way to exercise and are encouraging one another to beat 
previous scores.

Bingo and raffle Evening

an evening event which was fun for all the family was 
held in Tong Hall on Saturday, 8th December.  a vast 
array of beautiful prizes ensured many left at the end of 
the evening clutching a large bag of goodies. We add a 
sincere thank you message to the special band of help-
ers who worked so hard and made the evening such a 
resounding success. The grand total of £616 was raised 
and very kindly donated to the School and nursery.  
Thank you also to all who attended. 

Tong School

reverend Macleod with nursery children

road Safety talk with PC Murray
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Christmas assembly at Tong Mission house

reverend Macleod invited the whole school along to 
Tong Mission House on Wednesday 12th December for 
a Christmas assembly.  reverend Macleod captured the 
attention of everyone immediately and delivered a very 
appropriate message to the children.  We are also grate-
ful to Mr Willie Macleod and Mr Calum Martin for ensur-
ing the mission house was warm and cosy after our walk 
down on a chilly afternoon. 

Christmas lunch

anna and Fiona worked extremely hard to serve 
Christmas lunch to hungry pupils and staff on Tuesday, 

11th December.  This was a delicious meal and we thank 
all the ladies who helped in the kitchen on the day. 

Christmas Concert

a large crowd gathered in Tong Hall on the evening 
of Tuesday, 18th December.  It was decided to hold 
a Musical Evening for the school’s annual Christmas 
Concert. The programme included traditional carols for 
community participation and some old favourites for the 
children, alongside some upbeat festive songs.  It was 
an ideal opportunity for those who have been learning to 
play the guitar, chanter or keyboard to share new skills 
with an expectant audience.  We wish to extend a sincere 
message of thanks to Mrs Elfi rank and Mrs Cath Fish 
(Music Teachers) without whose input the school would 
be unable to stage such an event.  anna Murray (Chanter 
Instructor), Louis Macleod (Guitar Tutor) and ruth 
MacGregor (Keyboard Tutor) also assisted in many ways 
to ensure the evening was a success.   Thank you to all 
who came along to support the children. 

Christmas Parties

Great fun was had by all at the two Christmas parties 
held this year.  The P1-3 party was held on Wednesday, 
19th December and P4-7 on the following day.  The 
pupils came to school dressed in their finery and enjoyed 
dancing and playing fun party games.  The highlight of 
each party was a visit from a certain gentleman wearing 
red! We are delighted Santa Claus was able to add Tong 
School parties into his very busy schedule.

inside Tong Mission house

Christmas lunch P2 and 3 decorated buns for the Christmas party

Santa with P4-7 Merry Christmas from P4 and 5
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE
Access Roads, Site Clearances, 

Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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From the 
Archives...

A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

10 YEarS aGO

The January 2003 Loch a Tuath news had a report on a 
Bible Study Conference which had been held in Tong.

in the news in January 2003: 29 January - Sally Clark a 
38-year-old former solicitor from Cheshire, is released from 
prison after the Court of appeal clears her of murdering 
her two sons, who are believed to have died of Cot Death.

13 January – ITv soap Crossroads is relaunched. 

30 January - richard Colvin reid, the so-called “shoe bomb-
er”, is sentenced to life imprisonment by a uS court.

The Golden Globe awards are held in Beverley Hills. Martin 
Scorsese wins Best Director for Gangs of New York. Chicago 
wins three awards.

andre agassi wins his fourth australian Open and final Grand 
Slam title, defeating rainer Schüttler in the final. Serena 
Williams defeats her sister venus in the final in three sets, to 
win her fourth consecutive Grand Slam title to hold all four 
Grand Slam titles at once.

number one singles in January 2003 included David 
Sneddon, the BBC Fame academy winner, with ‘Stop Living 
the Lie’.

Emily and anne Campbell selling Back Free 
Church mugs at the Bible Study Conference, 2002

Back School won the Broadbay Football Tournament, 2002

andrew Macleod, Esther Smith and lisa Macpherson 
had represented Tong School in Cross Country

Tong School concert, Christmas 2002

Calum Martin, Rev Dr Alistair I Wilson, Rev Ian Hamilton, Colin 
Macleod, Bible Study Conference, 2002
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Occasions Florist Tel no: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket arrangements

Silk Dried Flower arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

a Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards accepted

MaClEOd & MaClEOd – BUTChErS
17 CHURCH STREET

STORNOWAY
TELEPHONE: 01851 703384

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD’S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656
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Prisoner’s Letter

“What is going on at home? Who is getting married?” asks Neil 
A Macleod, writing from Stalag VIIIB to his nephew, Donald 
Macleod, Catherine Hill, Vatisker. Mail has been delayed to the 
camp for some time and Neil is anxious for the local gossip.  
“But mail or no mail our spirits are high and our faith is still 
unshaken.  Life goes on here as before, work every day, cards, 
darts and reading at night.”  He concludes by wishing his friends 
a Happy New Year, “which we also may celebrate before it is 
very old.”

On Leave

Those on leave were Agnes Martin, WRNS, 17 Vatisker;  Jessie 
Stewart, 4 Vatisker;  Alexander Maciver, RNR, 27 Vatisker;  
Alexander Martin, RNR, 17 Vatisker;  Donald Macleod, MN, 45 
Vatisker;  Donald Mackenzie, RNR, 51 Vatisker;  CPO Alexander 
Macleod, Lighthill, Vatisker;  Finlay Macleod, RNR, New Street, 
Back;  John Macleod, MN, 3 Back;  John Mackenzie, Jun.,  MN,  
26 Back;  Alexander Campbell, MN, 11 Vatisker;  Annie Stewart, 
WRNS, New Street, Back;  Johanna Nicolson, ATS, 4 Back;  
Angus Morrison, RNR, 12 Vatisker;  Malcolm Macritchie, RNR, 
47 Back;  Alexander Graham, RNR, 41 Gress; Donald Cumming, 
RNR, 17 Upper Coll;  Robert Burnside, RNR, 39 Vatisker;  
Malcolm Maclean, Chief Ordinance Artificer, 4 Upper Coll;  Cpl 
Angus Graham, RAF, Mid Street, Back;  Donald Macleod, RAF, 
Catherine Hill, Vatisker;  Angus Murray, Royal Marines, 52 
Vatisker;  Neil A Macleod, RNR, School St, Vatisker;  Norman 
Macdonald, RNR, 25 Vatisker;  Murdo Macleod, RNR, 60 Coll;  
Hugh Macleod, RNR, 66 Back;  Kenneth Macleod, RNR, 12 
Gress;  Neil Stewart, RNR, 10 Back;  Donald Macleod, RNR, 
47 Vatisker;  Murdo Maciver, MN, 49 Coll;  Peggy Ferguson 
and Hannah Ferguson (sisters), both WAAF, 2 Gress;  Katie Ann 
Maciver, WAAF, 48 Back;  Catherine Macleod, ATS, 1 New 
Park, Vatisker;  Kenneth Campbell, RNR, 11 Vatisker;  John 
Murray, MN, 43 Vatisker;  Murdo Macleod, RNR, 47 Vatisker;  
Donald Martin, RNR, New Street, Back and George Graham, 
RNR, 22 Vatisker.

Wedding Bells

A pretty wedding of much interest took place on Christmas Day 
at 31 Coll, the home of the bride, when Jamesina, eldest daugh-
ter of Mr and Mrs Murdo Maciver, was united in matrimony to 
PTE Nelson Edward Dunkin, Royal Canadian Forestry Corps.  
Rev Roderick Mackenzie, Back, officiated.  The bride, who was 
given away by her father who is the local postman, was attended 
by her two sisters, Isabella and Margaret, both home on leave 
from the NAAFI.  The duties of groomsman were carried out 
by Alex Murdo Macleod, 40 Coll, cousin of the bride. After the 
ceremony, a large number of guests were entertained to a sump-
tuous repast.  The health and happiness of the newlyweds was 
duly proposed by the groomsman.  The bride’s father and Murdo 
Macleod, Esq., M.A., J.P., headmaster, Back Prim. School, also 
gave toasts.  Dancing was carried on until the early hours of the 
morning.  We wish the happy couple all that is good.

Obituaries

We regret to record the death of Mrs Isabella Macritchie, 16 
Vatisker, which occurred in the Lewis Hospital on Sunday 27th 
December.  The deceased, who was aged 33 years, was admitted 
to the hospital about 2 months previously.  She was the youngest 

daughter of the late Mr and Mrs John Morrison, 1 Back, and is 
survived by her husband and five young children, the youngest 
being 7 months old.  The sympathy of the whole community goes 
out to the bereaved family.

We regret to record the death of Mrs Jessie Campbell, 8 Vatisker, 
which occurred on New Year’s Day.  The deceased, who was 
aged 63 years, appeared to be in her usual health until she 
became suddenly ill on the previous day.  Her death will be much 
felt in the neighbourhood and especially by visitors at commun-
ion seasons, who were welcomed and entertained in her home, 
which was situated near the church.  Her husband was lost in the 
Iolaire disaster.  She is survived by one married daughter and two 
sons, both naval reservists.  Norman, the eldest, was home on 
leave at the time of his mother’s death; Alexander arrived shortly 
after the funeral.  The sympathy of the community is extended to 
the bereaved family.  

Mr Angus Graham, 27 Back, passed away on 6 January, aged 
83 years.  He was unmarried.  Mr Graham was one of nature’s 
gentlemen.  Of a quiet and kind disposition, he lived uprightly.  
He was carefully tended by his niece, and since he was confined 
to the house, his chief occupation was reading and searching the 
scriptures.  He was never known to say a bad word about any-
body.  The funeral took place on 7th January.

Weddings

A pretty wedding took place on 13th January, when Annie, 
youngest daughter of Mr and Mrs R Burnside, 39 Vatisker, 
was united in matrimony to Gunner Donald N Morrison, Royal 
Canadian Artillery.  The marriage ceremony was performed by 
Rev Roderick Mackenzie, in Back Free Church.  The bride who 
was led to the altar by Mr Neil Macleod, her uncle, looked beau-
tiful in a gown of white satin with veil and shoes to match.  She 
was attended by her elder sister Isabel, a member of the Nursing 
Auxiliary, who travelled from Inverness for the occasion. She 
was dressed in blue.  Cpl Kenneth Macmillan, Canadian Provost 
Corps, late of Barvas, made an ideal groomsman.  He is one of 
the heroes of the Dieppe Raid.  After the ceremony a large num-
ber of guests were entertained at the bride’s home and the health 
and happiness of the newlyweds was duly toasted.  A sheaf of 
congratulatory telegrams was read and dancing was carried on 
well into the next day.  

Another wedding took place on 14th January.  The contract-
ing parties were – Jessie Ann, third daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Alexander Stewart, 4 Vatisker, and Roderick, eldest son of Mr 
and Mrs Donald Morrison, New Street, Back.  Rev Roderick 
Mackenzie performed the marriage ceremony in the church.  
The bride, a member of the Nursing Auxiliary, who was given 
away by her father, looked charming dressed in white.  She was 
attended by her sister, Dolina, and the groom’s sister, Annie.  
The duties of groomsman were ably performed by Mr Alex Dan 
Stewart, the bride’s brother.  A large company was entertained at 
the bride’s home after the ceremony.  We wish both young cou-
ples every happiness.

From The Stornoway Gazette

There is a reference in the ‘On Leave’ paragraph to an 
‘angus Graham, Mid Street, Back’. Can any of our readers 
shed any light on ‘Mid Street’? We think it should possibly 
read ‘new Street’.

Back in Time       January 1943
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m

donald Crichton

will be holding a surgery in Tong 
Community Centre on Monday 14 

January, 2013, from 6.30pm to 
7.30pm.

Email: donald.crichton@cne-siar.gov.uk

Facebook page: Councillor Donald Crichton
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deasbad BT alba - BT Gaelic debate
Tain royal academy are the winners of the 2012 BT 
alba Gaelic debate competition, emerging victorious after 
debating with the nicolson Institute. Eòghann Beaton and 
Breigha Morrison impressed the judges to emerge as 
champions at the Scottish Parliament. after how close the 
previous night’s competition was, the judges and audi-
ence knew the final debate would be interesting. Both 
teams were extremely effective in their style and delivery 
and it was one of the liveliest debates in many years.

norrie MacLennan from BBC Craoladh nan Gàidheal was 
present to award the prize for the best speaker in this 
year’s competition. That honour this year went to Isabelle 
Bain from the nicolson Institute.

The Management Committee of the Debate are delighted 
to announce that BT Scotland have secured their funding 
for the 2013 competition. With this funding in place the 
committee can look to start planning next year’s com-
petition, which will commemorate fifteen years since it 
was established. The Committee are delighted with this 
announcement.

From start to finish this year’s competition has given 
many reasons to be encouraged. Each school, parent, 
teacher and community should be proud of their pupils 
who represented them so well in the 2012 Debate.

deasbad BT alba

Sgrìobh Isabelle Bain dhuinn mu dheidhinn a bhith a’ 
gabhail pàirt anns an fharpais.

anns an t-Samhain 2012, bha mi-fhèin, Peigi ann Scott 
agus Tearlach Barden a’ gabhail pàirt ann an Deasbad 
BT alba. Thàinig sgoilearan bho air feadh alba a-null a 
Steòrnabhagh, far an robh a’ chiad dà chuairt a’ gabhail 
àite. Bha dà sgioba air fhichead a’ gabhail pàirt anns a’ 
cho-fharpais seo.

anns a’ chiad chuairt, a bh’ air an 7mh latha den t-Sam-
hain, bha sinne a’ deasbad an aghaidh Àrd Sgoil ualais 
mun chuspair ‘Bu chòir pàrantan seachnadh a bhith toirt 
dhèideagan seachad a tha nam modalan de dh’ innealan 
cogaidh no innealan fòirneirt.’ as deidh mòran argamaid 
fhuair sinn troimhe agus dh’ fheumadh sinn dèanamh às 
bhon Lanntair agus tòiseachadh ag ullachadh airson an 
dàrna cuairt a bha gu bhith ann an ath fheasgar!  B’ e 
‘Tha airgead agus sannt air spòrs a mhilleadh’ an cuspair 

a bh’againn ri dheasbad an turas seo agus bha sinne air-
son a’ mholaidh a-rithist.

B’e dusan sgioba a bh’ anns an dàrna cuairt. Bha sinne 
an aghaidh Sgoil Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu.  an turas seo, ‘s e 
a thachair ach as deidh dha na britheamhan cluinntinn a 
h-uile deasbad, bha aca ri taghadh ceithir sgiobaidhean 
a chuireadh iad troimhe chun an iar chuairt dheireannach 
a bhiodh ann an Dùn Èideann aig deireadh na mìos. 
Sinn a bha toilichte nuair a chuala sinn gun robh sinn air 
faighinn troimhe agus a’ dol a dh’fhaighinn turas a Dhùn 
Èideann!

Bha tòrr obrach romhainn an uairsin. Dh’fheumadh sinn 
rannsachadh airson a’ chuspair a bha gu bhith againn 
san iar chuairt dheireannach, na h-òraidean againn a 
sgrìobhadh, ceistean ullachadh agus a bharrachd air 
an sin, dh’fheumadh sinn rannsachadh airson a’ chus-
pair a bha gu bhith sa chuairt dheireannach gun fhios 
nach fhaigheadh sinn troimhe. Bha sinn a’ deasbad an 
aghaidh Port rìgh anns an iar chuairt dheireannach leis 
a’ chuspair ‘Bu chòir lagh a bhith ann mu na dh’ fhaodas 
teaghlach a chosg air biadh mi-fhallain gach seachdain’. 
Bha sinn an aghaidh a’ mholaidh.

Ghabh an iar chuairt dheireannach àite ann an Ionad 
Sgeulachdan na h-alba air an 27mh latha den t-Samhain. 
Cha mhòr gum b’ urrainn dhuinn a chreidsinn gun d’ 
fhuair sinn troimhe gun chuairt dheireannach a bha gu 
bhith ann am Pàrlamaid na h-alba an ath oidhche.

Sinn a bha trang ag ullachadh fad an ath latha, is againn 
ri òraidean agus ceistean a dheasachadh airson na h-ath 
chuairt. Bha sinn ag obair chun na mionaid mu dheir-
eadh. ‘S e ‘Bu chòir Siostam Onaran na Bànrigh a thoirt 
gu crìch’ am moladh a bh’againn agus bha sinne na 
aghaidh. Chaidh a’ chuairt dheireannach a-mach beò air 
an rèidio agus às deidh na cùise thug alastair allan tim-
cheall na Pàrlamaid sinn.

Bhuannaich Baile Dhuthaich oirnn anns a’ chuairt dheire-
annach ach cha robh sin gu diofar. Chòrd a’ chùis rinn gu 
mòr. Choinnich sinn ri daoine snog à sgoiltean eile agus 
a’ bharrachd air an sin dh’ionnsaich sinn tòrr sgilean ùr a 
bhios feumail dhuinn. Chòrd a’ ghreiseag bheag a fhuair 
sinn ann am bùthan Dhùn Èideann rinn cuideachd!

Isabelle Bain

norrie Maciennan and isabelle Bain
isabelle Bain (Gress) and Peigi ann Scott (Bragar) represented 
the nicolson institute against Tain royal academy
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1990 Senior Citizens’ Outing

The 1990 Senior Citizens’ Outing was to the West Side, including Shawbost Café, where the ladies had to clear and reset the 
tables after the previous bus tour was running late. afterwards they visited the doune Braes hotel, the Callanish Stones and 
then they went on to the Council Offices to meet the Convenor and some of the Councillors. The trip was an annual event 
organised by the former Community association, some of whom are also in the photograph.

Old Gress pals - dolangie, domhnall, Willie, Jimsey and Prem

andy Gray Winners, 1994

Back row: D.a., Martin Swannie, Domhnall a’ Phrem
Front row: Willie Mashie, Peter Grant, Murdo Gress

Back School Secondary 3 Girls, 1966. 

Back row: Christine Maciver (Gress), Cathie Ann 
Stewart (Back), Isabella Macleod (Coll), Janet Maciver 
(Coll), Jane Macleod (Coll)

Front row: Cathie Ann Kennedy (Vatisker), Katie Mary 
Maciver (Coll), Margaret Morrison (Upper Coll), Cathie 
Mary Macleod (Broad Bay View)
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Over 60s Christmas dinner

This year’s event takes place at 1.30pm on Saturday 19 January 2013 at Back School, and anyone aged 60 years or 
over is very welcome to attend. The afternoon promises the usual hearty meal and good local entertainment, and we 
look forward to seeing you there.

anyone needing a lift should contact any of the following: Jane Matheson, 820537; Joan Maclean, 820418; Johanna 
Mackenzie, 820008; Calum Iain Graham, 07979528623; Peter urpeth, peter.urpeth@virgin.net; Joan Walker, 
dalabrog@aol.com; anne Macarthur, 820418.

Community Skip

at the time of going to press, the response to last month’s call for volunteers to supervise the skip on a rota basis on 
regular Saturdays in Back was being discussed. Watch this space. If enough volunteer support is in place, the skip 
will return and will be located in the old school playground in front of The Hut. Basic training will be provided, and no 
lifting will be required of volunteers.

If you are able to offer a few hours to support this important community facility, please do let us know - contact anne 
Macarthur, tel: 820418 - or e-mail us at: backcommunitycouncil@gmail.com

date of next Meeting

The next meeting takes place at 7.30pm on Tuesday 15 January 2013. The meeting will have a focus on poverty 
(fuel etc) and measures that we can undertake locally in the community to address it.

Back Community Council
notes of the meeting of 4th december 2012
By Peter Urpeth on behalf of BCC

a committee has been meeting locally recently in order to gather material to create a book on Back Secondary, following 
the closure of the Secondary Department of Back School in June. 

We are looking for photographs from any era and we are still missing many class photos. We have not yet received 
most ‘a’ registered classes (i.e. 1a, 2a), and ‘C’ registered classes for those years that had them. 

For the 1980s and 1990s, for example, there are several gaps which we would like filled. The following is a note of 
photos we do have – if your class is not listed here then please try to arrange for us to be given a copy of your class 
photo. 

1981-82 – 1a, 1B, 1C, 2C

1983-84 – 1C

1985-86 – 1a, 1B, 2a, 2B, 2C

1987-88 – 2a, 2B

1989-90 – 1B, 2B

1991-92 – 1B, 2a, 2B

1993-94 – 1B

1995-96 – 1B, 2a, 2B

1997-98 – 1B, 2B

1999-00 – 1a, 1B, 2a, 2B

We also have many gaps in other decades. Please get in touch with one of the committee members (neil Murray, Finella 
Macdonald, Chriselle Bain or angus Morrison) if you want to check if we have the photos that you have yourselves. any 
informal photos such as school trips, sport, music, achievements etc. would also be welcome. 

If anyone has any photos we would be grateful if they could be sent to angusmorrison@ukgateway.net with a note of 
the school session and a list of names and villages of those in the photo(s), or the photo(s) can be given to a committee 
member or handed in to the school office. Please include a note of the school session, names and villages and 
remember to write the owner’s name on the back. Once a copy is taken, the original will be returned to its owner.

Photo appeal

This photo 
was unearthed 
while gathering 
material for the 
Back Secondary 
book. it may 
not be a school 
photo but can 
any of our 
readers put 
names to these 
faces?
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loch a Tuath news Citizenship award 2012
The worthy recipient of the Loch a Tuath news 
Citizenship award 2012 is Gordon Maclennan. Having 
allowed the public the chance to vote, the Loch a Tuath 
news Committee then endorsed the choice of Gordon 
in light of his successful campaign to achieve fairer fuel 
prices on the island. One of those who nominated him 
said that he had received his vote “for taking on the big 
boys and lowering the price of fuel”. Gordon is a previous 
recipient of this award but the committee recognised that 
the significantly cheaper cost of fuel was of benefit not 
only to the community but to the island as a whole, and 
therefore worthy of this recognition.

The presentation of the award was made to a surprised 
Gordon on a crisp Christmas Eve at the annual event 
at the shop when Santa arrives to give gifts to the chil-
dren. a large crowd was in attendance and just after 
Santa arrived Loch a Tuath news Chair Willie Maclean 
announced to those assembled that Gordon was receiv-
ing the Citizenship award in recognition of his achieve-
ment in managing to lower the price of fuel. as the 
onlookers clapped Gordon accepted the award with 
thanks, remarking that he had been wondering why Effie 
had wanted him to change out of his boiler suit!

Santa then took centre stage, presenting gifts to the local 
children before making his exit on his motorised sleigh 
accompanied by his elves! 

Santa arrives in style

Meeting Santa

Some of the loch a Tuath news Committee pictured with 
Gordon and Effie. left to right: rev Calum iain Macleod, ishbal 
Maclean, Gordon Maclennan, Effie Maclennan, Willie Maclean, 

angus Morrison

Pictured at the presentation of the Citizenship award 
on Christmas Eve: dina Smith, alasdair i Smith, Gordon 
Maclennan, James Macarthur, anne-Marie Macleod, Effie 

Maclennan, Una davis Waving goodbyes

Gordon receiving the award from Willie Maclean
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Looking at most gardens as we come to the end of the 
year, it is surprising how lush and healthy many look.  
Though we have had much rain and some cold spells, 
nevertheless, so far, we have had not any severe gales.  
Gardens which contain a selection of shrubs and plants 
can be full of interesting 
colour through the winter 
months.  The one particular 
shrub I would like to plant, 
especially for winter colour 
is the dogwood, with its unu-
sual red-coloured bark.  It is 
a hardy shrub and seemingly 
easy to grow in any soil.

Covering the rhubarb with 
seaweed and grass cuttings 
is one way of ensuring a 
good healthy crop next year 
and spreading seaweed at 
the base of existing shrubs 
is of great benefit also.  any 
corms or tubers should have 
been lifted up by now and 
dried and stored in a dry place, especially begonias and 
dahlias.  If you have access to farm manure now is the 
time to dig it in, or spread horse manure on top of the soil 
then allowing the worms to do the rest of the work.

I have seen better leeks than the crop which grew this 
year, nevertheless they were quite healthy.  Only a few 
bolted.   They are now consigned to the freezer, having 
been chopped up and bagged, so providing a most useful 
vegetable for the soup.  Have you ever tried leek sauce, 
which is easy to make and ideal along with shepherd’s 
pie?   This is literally leeks cooked in a white sauce, 
allowing to simmer for approximately 10 minutes.

What I really enjoy in the winter months is the bird life 
which, in the absence of colour, provides most entertain-
ing activity in the garden.  I recently shifted the bird-feed-
er house nearer to the hedge to protect the birds from 
the hawk and noticed through time that fewer birds were 

coming to it.  unfortunately 
it proved to be an ideal 
spot for a colony of garden 
mice, as they run up the 
hedge branch, filling up their 
cheeks with seed, then dart-
ing down to unload into their 
underground larder.  Mice 
are very intelligent creatures, 
have incredible reflexes and 
can move at lightning speed.  
Watching a close-up of them 
through the lens of the tel-
escope is of special interest.  
But rather than getting rid 
of the garden mice, which I 
would not wish to do, I shall 
have to move the feeder 
house.  another interesting 

frequent visitor to the garden is the sparrow-hawk, which 
will now perch on top of the feeder house, allowing me 
to take a picture of him. The feeder house was moved to 
the hedge to deny the hawk easy access to the birds.

yes, the garden is a wonderful place of interest, provided 
you make it so. Getting the best out of plants, re-arrang-
ing the lay-out, getting the better of crafty mice and fool-
ing the hawk is like playing a game.  I love the hawk, the 
mice can stay, I want the birds, as they all belong to the 
garden!

From the Poileagan

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...The Winter Months

a SUBSCriPTiOn TO ThE 
lOCh  a TUaTh nEWS

 an idEal GiFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(uK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LaTn or cash 
for £33.00 to Mrs M. a. Davidson, 3a new Street, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH.

a reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

international rates on application

Please Print
name_______________________________________
delivery address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
i enclose £33.00
Signed_____________________ date____________
Subscriber’s name & address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

dogwood
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loch a Tuath
The following are extracts from ‘Loch a Tuath’, the 
magazine published by Back School in 1983.

Primary Seven

Margaret Thatcher

I think that she has a sore neck all of the time. Of course 
you all know that she is Prime Minister and the best pest 
of the lot. She speaks very low and her hair looks like the 
leaves on the trees. I do not like the way she looks after 
her job. She is always dressed in a very posh way which 
I do like. The way she laughs is like an ugly grin. There 
was a programme on at Xmas time called ‘anyone for 
Denis’ and It was all about there people. She lives in 10 
Downing Street. My father and I enjoy watching people 
imitating her.

Margaret Thatcher

Mrs Thatcher is the first lady Prime Minister in England. 
I think she is very boring and she takes ages when she 
is making her speeches. She also has a very boring 

voice. She is not 
the only boring 
person though. 
When I listen to the 
news anyone from 
the Conservative 
Party is equally 
boring. I think Mrs 
Thatcher’s husband 
is a good match for 
her because he and 
she seem to both 
be exceedingly dull. 
The radio always 
speeches from Mrs 
Thatcher and she 
doesn’t come to the 

point until she has said heeps of big fiddly words which 
some people don’t know the meaning of. If I ever went to 
visit Mr Thatcher I think I would either go mad or die of 
boredom. On the whole I do not think a great deal of our 
Prime Minister or anybody else’s one bit.

Michael Foot

Michael Foot is the leader of the Labour party in politics. 
People are always shouting about the way that he 
dresses. They say that he is very scruffy. He is always 

moaning about 
how much 
of a mess 
that Margaret 
Thatcher the 
prime minister 
has made of 
the country. 
Most of the 
people that 
are in this 
country blame 
her for all the 

millions of people that are out of work but some people 
blame that on recession. I don’t think that she will win the 
election that is coming up this year and I also think that 
Michael Foot has a chance to win. 

Primary Five

Prince Charles

Prince Charles is the queen’s oldest son and he plays 
polo. He lives at a 
house in Wales and 
he some times goes 
to Buckingham palace 
to see his mother. He 
has a wife called Lady 
Diana and she is very 
shy. Prince Charles 
wears a Black Bowtie. 
He sometimes wears a 
red suit with lots of gold 
chains on it because he 
is in the queen’s royal 
Guard’s. He is quite thin 

and he has a deep down English axent the same as 
every other person in the royal family.

Prince William

Prince William is a royal baby and his parents are Lady 
Diana and Prince Charles. Prince William looks like his 
grandfather, that is Lady Diana’s father. Prince William 
was born in the Summer. Prince William has a flat nose 
and a round face. He does not have a lot of hair. I think 
he is were nice he has got the same name as my brother 
William.

lady diana

Lady Diana is married to a man called Prince Charles. 
They got married last year sometime in June. When the 
queen dies or retires them two will be King and queen. 
Lady Diana has a baby boy. The baby boy and lady 
Diana and Prince Charles were on t.v. a few times. They 
had photographs of them all in the paper. They go on 
holidays aswell. They live in Buckingham Palace.

Margaret Thatcher

Margaret Thatcher lives at 10 Downing Street. She is 
the prime minister of the country. She has a son called 
Mark Thatcher. She is nearly allways on the televisoin. I 
think she is in the Tory party. She puts the prices up and 
sometimes the prices down. She went to the Falcland 
islands she tried to keep it secretly but people soon found 
out. Her son got lost in the Sihara desert and she was on 
the news to talk about it. There are police at her house 
for protection in case some people come to protest. She 
says that some people are greedy because they get a 
lot of money for their pay. She is allways photographed 
and there are camra men all around her. Before she 
was married she was called Margraret robinson. She is 
nearly allways wearing the same clothes everyday exsept 
on speasal ocasions.
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Material for  
publication in the FEBrUarY issue of Loch a Tuath News 

must be in before WEdnESdaY 16th JanUarY 2013

Pictured are former pupils of Back School who attended the 6th Year dinner dance held in the Cabarfeidh hotel on 
Wednesday 19 december.
Back row: Calum John Macdonald (Coll), adriana Macdonald (Stornoway), Elizabeth anderson (achmore), aimee Mackay (Tong), Lucy 
Macleod (Tolsta), roslyn nicholson (Tong), ruairidh urpeth (Back)
Middle row: alick Graham (Tong), alison Macinnes (Back), Mairi Graham (Coll), Eilidh Morrison (Gress), annabel Maclennan (Gress), 
Seumas Macleod (upper Coll)
Front row: Leah Macleod (vatisker), Stuart Evans (Tong), Daniel Macdonald (Gress), Loren Maclean (Tong). Photograph by Malcolm 
Macleod Photography.

The crowd who came to see Santa at Gordon’s on Christmas Eve


