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We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the 
community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their 
free time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ 
of the district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal 
Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3 to cover cost and 
postage. 

Fàilte
Welcome to the February Issue of 
Loch a Tuath News. as they say in 
the Borders, where I used to live, 
‘the days are fair drawin’ oot’, and 
how lovely it is to see that happen-
ing. new shoots are appearing in 
the gardens and plans can be made 
for sowing and planting, as we read 
in anns a’Ghàrradh.

There is much of interest in this 
month’s offerings. allan Ogston, 
whose mother was from Gress, 
regales us with his memories of 
being on an extended holiday in 
Gress from Canada in the late for-
ties and there is an amazing quirk of 
fate in his tale. I will say no more at 
this point on the subject!

We are introduced to the art of 
Patchwork Quilt Making by Chris 
Hammacott who lives in new 
Street Back. Many of you, by now, 
will have watched Katie Morag on 
CBeebies, and also watched some 
episodes of Ceitidh Mòrag, the 
Gaelic version of the series on BBC 
alba. Maia Murray Pickering, who 
gives us the Gaelic voice of Ceitidh 
Mòrag, tells us her experiences of 
being in the recording studio. Catch 
up with the Boxing Day Breacan 
Cup and festivities at Back Bowling 

Club and find out who all the win-
ners were at Back Football Club’s 
annual Presentation and Dinner. 
The Back Over 60s annual Lunch 
was a big success, and the photo-
graphs taken at the Caladh Hotel tell 
their own story.

There is lots of news from all the vil-
lages in as na Bailtean as well as all 
our other usual features, From the 
Manse, Back in Time and From the 
archives.

Our supply of old photographs is 
becoming very thin on the ground, 
so please, please send some pho-
tos in to us. They can be emailed 
or given to any committee member 
who will return them to you. as has 
been said before, your old photos 
are a very popular part of Loch a 
Tuath News, but your help is need-
ed.

I apologise for omitting Jean 
Stewart’s name from the 90th birth-
day photograph of her mother, in the 
January issue.

Finally, thanks as always go to our 
village correspondents, committee 
members, contributors at home and 
away and to all our advertisers. Our 
advertisers make a huge contribu-
tion to the running of our magazine, 
please give them your support.

Front Cover Photograph: Photo of 
Maia courtesy of Richard McHale, 
BBC Alba.
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As NA 
BAilteAN

condolences. She is pleased to have 
been able to visit her brother’s family 
at the time of their bereavement.

New Baby

Congratulations to John v P Macleod 
& Lynsay Morrison on the birth of 
their daughter, Olivia Macleod, on 
2nd December 2013.

Olivia Macleod

Olivia is the first grandchild of D. 
B. and Effie Macleod 12 Broad Bay 
view and a fourth grandchild for John 
angus (Jam) and Peggy Morrison 38 
vatisker Park.

Retirement

Bell ann Maclennan, 42 Back, retired 
in December after 42  years as a 
Carer. We send Bell ann very best 
wishes on her retirement. See page 
13 for further details.

Coll
Wedding

Kathryn and Christopher

Kathryn Macleod and Christopher 
Derrick, of Lenzie, were married 
in Sorrento, Italy, on 14th October, 
2013. Kathryn is the daughter of 
alasdair I. and Cathie Macleod, 
presently at 62 Coll, and the grand-
daughter of Catherine Macleod and 

BACk
Special Birthdays

On Saturday 21st December, fam-
ily and friends met in Dun Eisdean 
nursing Home to mark the 100th 
birthday of Catherine ann Macleod, 
formerly of 1 new Park vatisker.

Katie ann Pheadair as she was 
known and remembered in the com-
munity spent a life-time teaching, ini-
tially in north Tolsta and at Back from 
1949 until she retired in 1975.

Katie ann continues to have a very 
retentive memory and be alert and 
interested as well as well- informed 
about many aspects, especially those 
relevant to the Back congregation in 
which she was a member for over 
seventy five years. 

Rev Calum I. Macleod conducted a 
short service of thanks that afternoon 
and spoke of her Christian witness 
and example over many years. The 
community extends sincere good 
wishes to her.

On 2nd January, Mrs Bell anne 
Mackenzie of 26 Back marked her 
90th birthday at her home surround-
ed by her two daughters, son and 
nieces. Other relatives, neighbours 
and friends visited her on that special 
day.

She is a good, fresh looking ninety 
year old who remains active especial-
ly in regular attendance at all means 
of grace. 

We extend to Bell ann our good 
wishes and the hope of continued 
good health.

The Late Iain Beaton 

news of the death of sixty-three year 
old Iain Beaton, late of 51 Back, was-
received with sadness and nostalgia 
by those of Back village who remem-
ber balaich Iain Phudir growing up in 
Ceann a Muigh.

Iain passed away on 16th november 
in Edzell, near Montrose and we 
extend our sincere sympathy to 
Gretta his widow and his son John 
and daughter Caroline.

We also remember his sister 
Christine and family at 51 Back 
at this sad time and send her our 

the late George Macleod (Seòras 
alex John).

In Hospital

Our best wishes go to Chrissie Bell 
Smith, 73 Coll, who spent some time 
in the Western Isles Hospital over 
the Christmas period. I’m sure Santa 
was good to you in there too, and 
we wish you a very good recovery 
back to good health.

On the Friday before new year 
we were sorry to hear that Iain 
MacDonald (Iain a Lally), 53b Coll, 
had been admitted to Dun Berisay 
Residential Home in Stornoway. 53b 
is now another home empty due to 
illness, as Ian’s wife Katie is still in 
the Western Isles Hospital making 
very slow progress.

Iain had been lovingly cared for by 
his family and Home Carers, but in 
the end it was too much for them, 
so now he is in the safety of Dun 
Berisay. On the 28th of December, 
Iain celebrated his 94th birthday and 
he and Katie will celebrate their 64th 
wedding anniversary in February, 
a big milestone for them. We wish 
them both all the very best and still 
hope and wish that they could be 
able to come back home to 53b Coll.

Bereavement 

On the morning of Tuesday 22nd 
January 2014 we were saddened 
to hear that Duncan MacDonald 
‘FernBrae,’ 44  Coll, had passed 
away. although Duncan had not 
been well for some time the end was 
sudden. He had been lovingly cared 
for by his wife Finella to whom his 
passing was a shock.

Duncan was always on the go 
around the house with his paint-
brush. His garden was immaculate, 
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always kept tidy. He was never idle, 
it was well seen he was a former 
seaman. Born and brought up in 
Scalpay, his funeral was from the 
Free Church Continuing, Scalpay to 
Luskentyre Cemetery.

To his widow Finella, his son angus 
James and his wife Christine, and 
little grandson Calum and his other 
son alex John, we extend our sym-
pathy. also his brothers and sisters, 
all immediate family, friends and 
neighbours are in our thoughts at 
this sad and difficult time. 

New Baby

Congratulations to Dean and Iain 
Murray ‘Cuan Sgith’, 57 Coll, on 
the birth of another grandson born 
to their daughter Emma and her 
husband Peter Scarramuchia. They 
already have a little boy and we 
wish them all the best with the new 
arrival.

Skye Wedding

Coilin Maciver, 72 Coll, and Ishbel, from 
Skye, were married in Portree in the 
summer of 2013

Balaich ‘Fiadh’, 72 Coll, at Cailean’s 
wedding in Skye. L. to R. Murdo, Cailean, 
Kenny Angie and Angie

Accident

Dolina Morrison, 82 Coll, (Banntrach 
vidue) had a very luck escape while 
coming from church on Sunday 

night (19th January) when she came 
across a couple of horses which had 
escaped from the croft. although 
Dollag wasn’t hurt, but badly shaken, 
her car was badly damaged. Dollag 
is one lucky lady who I don’t think 
will be booking any riding lessons in 
the near future!

Gress
Congratulations
We send our heartiest congratula-
tions to David Macdonald and Karen 
Macleod who announced their 
engagement in november. David 
is the son of James Iain Ghlen and 
Mairi, 32 Gress, and Karen is the 
daughter of Murdo and Winnie, of 
Europie, ness.

Get Well Wishes
We send get well wishes to Ivor 
Ferguson (Wir) who is in hospital at 
the moment. We hope to see you 
home soon.

Condolences
Our sympathy goes to anna 
Margaret Macleod, 11 Battery Park 
Road, Stornoway and formerly of 21 
Gress, on the death of her husband 
Roddy John (Barts) aged 74 years, 
on the 20th December after a short 
illness.

Roddy spent his life as a teacher 
at the nicolson Institute and will be 
fondly remembered by all his ex- 
pupils of whom there are many. Our 
thoughts are with all the family, and 
also Roddy’s sisters and their fami-
lies at this time.

We send our sympathy to the fam-
ily of the late Ronnie Morrison 
aberdeen who passed away in 
December aged 59. He was the son 
of the late William Morrison (uilliam 
Beag, mac uilliam , 34 Gress) and 
nora, Parkend. He is survived by his 
wife Eleanor and his two daughters 
and also his sisters.

We also received the news of the 
death of Ian Macdonald who died 
on 21st January aged 98 years in 
Blar Buidhe nursing Home. We 
send our sympathy to Cathie and 
norman Macleod, 34 Gress and 
Tina Morrison, 45 Gress and all their 

families.

toNG
Newcomers to the Village
a warm, but belated welcome is 
extended to Ian and Lynn Rough and 
their two young daughters Hannah 
and abigail, who moved into 52 Tong 
several months ago.  Ian works as 
an optician with R. Doig, and Lynn 
has started Singing Tots in the 
Community Centre.  This new group 
is for youngsters 0 - 4 and they meet 
on Thursday afternoons from 2pm to 
3.15pm in Tong Hall.  anyone with 
children of this age would be very 
welcome to attend.

Engagement
Heartiest congratulations to Hannah, 
elder daughter of Shona and norman 
Morrison aird Tong who recently 
announced her engagement to Ryan 
Corstorphine from new Zealand.

Village Condolences
We were so sorry to hear that John 
Macphail, 21b aird Tong, had passed 
away on 5th of January. We extend 
our sincere sympathy to his devoted 
wife Mary and his sons Iain and 
Calum Iain. We also remember his 
daughter-in-law Julie and grand-
daughters naomi and Beth at this dif-
ficult time.

The village was also sorry to learn 
of the passing of Robert Lobban, 
who was from Tong, although he 
lived in Elgin. We remember his wife 
Joan Mairi, his sister Helen and the 
extended family at this time.

The Late Angus Murray, 4b Aird 
Tong
The following tribute to angus had 
to be omitted from the report of his 
passing last month, due to lack of 
space.

‘On a personal note, I, the village 
correspondent, would just like to add 
that “unto me the lines in pleasant 
places fell”, having had angus, and 
his late wife Peggy, as neighbours 
for the past ten years. angus was a 
perfect gentleman, a caring, kind and 
compassionate man, who cared for 
animals and humans. His wisdom 
and counsel will be greatly missed.’ 
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Wedding Congratulations
We would like to congratulate 
Lorraine and Dereck Mackenzie who 
got married on the 18th October in 
the Free Church Continuing.

Lorraine and Dereck

We would also like to welcome them 
to Tong. They have set up home at 
Pleasant view, Tong. We wish them 
a long and happy life together and 
hope that they enjoy living in the vil-
lage.

Home from Hospital
We were so glad to hear that Mrs 
Chrissie Fell, Fasgadh, aird Tong, 
has come back home after a long 
spell attending Raigmore Hospital. 
We hope that she continues to 
recover at home, being lovingly cared 
for by her daughter Isha. We send 
our best wishes to Chrissie’s sister 
Rachel who is awaiting surgery at the 
moment. We hope and pray for her at 
this anxious time.

We are so pleased to hear that Willie 
Murray (Logan), Knockfarrel, Tong, 
is now back in his own home, having 
been hospitalised at the beginning of 
the year. We wish him well and hope 
that he is soon out and about again.

Upper Coll
Visitors
alick angus and anne Graham, 19 
upper Coll were delighted to have 
their grandson andrew Gosnold, 
from Melbourne, australia and his 
girlfriend Madeleine from Cambridge, 
for a few days over new year. 
Thankfully, the weather was relative-
ly calm at that time and andrew and 
Maddy were able to see some of 

Tong School
Alex Macdonald (Headmaster) with a class in 1975

the island (it was Maddy’s first visit 
to the Western Isles) in addition to 
catching up with the extended family 
in Back, upper Coll and Tong.

also home on holiday from australia 
in January was Hector Macdonald, 
who lives in Sydney, visiting his 
mother Shiena at 20 upper Coll, and 
the rest of the family. He would have 
been able to see Loch a Tuath in 
stormy conditions, in contrast to the 
weather in Sydney. 

Safe Home
Misty, a Dulux dog look-alike, of 17 
upper Coll, panicked and disap-
peared when caught outside during 
dramatic thunder and lightning a few 
days before Christmas. When called 
in to the house she was nowhere to 
be seen or heard. a huge search by 
friends and family produced no clues 
as to where she was. However, 
after a couple of sleepless nights 
for Catriona and the possibility of 
Christmas being ‘cancelled’, we are 
delighted to report that on the third 
day, at 5.30 am, a scratching was 
heard at the patio doors and there 
was Misty. She was safe and sound 
after her adventure, apart from 
a sore paw for which she had to 
receive veterinary care and a dirty, 
matted coat which had to be clipped. 
a wonderful Christmas gift!

Celebration

Isabella and John Stewart and all their 
grandchildren

Isabella Stewart celebrated her 80th 
birthday on 30th December with all 
her family present at a special cel-
ebratory lunch.

New Post  
We send our very best wishes 
to Mrs Donna Barden, Stac Li, 
37 upper Coll, on her temporary 
appointment as Head Teacher of 
Breasclete and uig Schools. We 
wish Donna well as she begins her 
new duties.

Happy Birthday
Belated birthday greetings to Mal 
Macleod, 38 upper Coll, whose 
birthday was in January. Mal does 
a sterling job in the distribution of 
Loch a Tuath news and we send our 
appreciation for his hard work.
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Interestingly, this month we have photos from 
two families showing four generations!

Brody Maciver Maclean was born on 27th 
november 2013. 
His proud parents 
are David and 
Mairi Maclean, 
Highbury, 2b 
Back.

Brody is a new 
grandson for 
norman and 
nellie Maciver, 
2a Back, and 
for Calum and 
Joan Maclean, 50 
upper Coll. His 

great grandmothers are Mary Maciver, 2a Back, 
and Jessie Bell Mackay, 60 Coll. 

In the photographs are the four generations on 
both Brody’s maternal and paternal sides, not a 
common occurrence!

archie Martin was born on 27th September 
2013. He lives in aird Tong with his mum and 
dad, Maggie and Do. Here we see the four 
generations of the Martin family, Baby archie, 
daddy Donald Malcolm Martin, great granny 
Catherine Martin and grandpa Calum Martin.

We send our very best wishes to Brody, archie, 
their parents, their grandparents and their great 
grandparents!

Four Generations

Mary, Mairi, Brody and Norman

Seanair Calum, great granny Catherine, Daddy Do and 
baby Archie

Christian Witness to Israel 
(CWI) has appointed Rev 
Ruairidh MacLean as its 
new Scottish Secretary. 

Mr MacLean is a gradu-
ate of the Free Church 
College, where he gained 
his Bachelor of Theology 
degree, and he was pre-
viously the minister of 
Leverburgh Free Church 

in Harris. 

He is married to Peigi and 
they have a son Seòras. 
He will commence his 
ministry in the spring.  
Ruairidh’s family home 
is at 6a Coll.  We warmly 
congratulate Ruairidh as 
he begins this new chap-
ter of ministry in Glasgow.

CWI appoints new Scottish Secretary
David, Jessie Bell, Joan and Brody
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Ceitidh Mòrag
as many readers will be aware, Katie Morag, 
Mairi Hedderwick’s loveable creation from 
the Isle of Struay, has now come to BBC 
alba, as Ceitidh Mòrag. The Gaelic voice of 
Katie Morag is provided by ten year old Maia 
Murray Pickering. Maia’s mum anna and 
her younger brother Murray have also taken 
part in episodes of Katie Morag, in different 
guises. Maia, formerly of 35 upper Coll, lives 
in Stornoway and Coll and attends Sgoil a’ 
Bhac. 

Congratulations, Maia, on being the Gaelic 
voice of Katie Morag!

Can you tell us how you got the 
part?

I had to audition for 
the part and talk 
in Gaelic about 
myself and I 
enjoyed it. I 
didn’t have 
to read a 
script for 
my audi-
tion because 
they wanted 
to hear if I was 
happy just talking 
away in Gaelic.

How did you feel when you 
got the news that you had been success-
ful?

When I got the news that I was successful 
I was so happy, running around the place 
shouting that I had got the part!

How many episodes have you done so far?

at the moment I have done seven episodes 
and it is very fun.

How long does it take to record an episode? 

usually about two hours but it depends if I 
manage to get in the flow recording it.

How does the dubbing work?

The dubbing works by sitting in the record-
ing booth wearing headphones, watching and 
listening to the programme in English.  Then I 
record my voice over the pictures and try and 
fit it in the right place.

Are the other ‘voices’ in the studio at the 
same time as you or are you just by yourself? 

I am by myself because the voice booth is 
really tiny! They record one person’s voice at 
a time because it’s easier to get into a flow 
of what you are doing. The lady director sits 

beside me in the booth and tells me 
what to do and helps me say 

all the words right. Some 
words are like tongue 

twisters!

Can you tell us 
anything about 
the other 
actors? 

I know one 
of them really 

well because 
he is my lit-

tle brother!  He 
played one of the 

big boy cousins and 
his name was Jamie in the 

series. I met Cherry Campbell, who 
played Katie Morag at the wrap party when 
they had just finished filming the series. She 
was great fun. I think me and Cherry would 
get along if we knew each other for longer.

How do you think you will feel when you hear 
your own voice on the programme? 

I think it will feel quite funny because when I 
watch it, it will be like my voice coming out of 
another person! It will be fun listening to my 
own voice on the telly.

Thank you, Maia. We look forward to hearing 
the new Gaelic voice of Ceitidh Mòrag!
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From the Manse
Beatitudes for Parents

The Gaelic proverb ‘Is e ‘n t-ionnsachadh òg an 
t-ionnsachadh bòidheach’ has been adopted by many 
mums and dads as a motto for good parenting.  When 
our children ‘learn young, they learn well.’ However, 
parenting is incredibly challenging at times. 

a maths teacher, who agreed to baby-sit while her 
friend went shopping, left her this note:

Dried tears eleven times.  Tied shoelaces fifteen 
times.  Blew up balloons, five per child.  Warned kids 
not to cross the street twenty-six times.  Kids insisted 
on crossing the street twenty-six times.  Number of 
Saturdays I’ll volunteer to do this again – Zero!

The following ‘Beatitudes for Parents’ were written fifty 
years ago by Marion E Kinneman when her daughters 
were raising her six grandsons:  

• Blessed are those who make peace with spilled milk 
and mud, for of such is the kingdom of childhood.

• Blessed is the parent who engages not in the com-
parison of his child with others, for precious unto each 
is the rhythm of his own growth.

• Blessed are those who have learned to laugh, for it’s 
the music of a child’s world.

• Blessed and mature are those who without anger 
can say ‘no,’ for comforting to a child is the security of 
firm decisions.

• Blessed is the gift of consistency, for it brings heart’s-
ease in childhood.

• Blessed are they who accept the awkwardness of 
growth, for they are aware of the choice between 
marred furnishings and damaged personalities.

• Blessed at the teachable, for knowledge brings 
understanding and understanding brings love.

• Blessed are the mums and dads, who in the midst of 
the unpromising mundane, give love, for they bestow 
the greatest of all gifts to each other, to their children, 
and – in an ever-widening circle – to their fellowmen.

a successful entrepreneur once said, I may be a self-
made man, but the blueprints came from my mum and 
dad.  Fundamentally, ‘Children…learn…from their par-
ents’ (Ephesians 5:1).

Perhaps we would all do well to adopt Marion’s 
Beatitudes for Parents as a blueprint for parenting our 
own children and grandchildren.  There isn’t such a 
thing as a perfect parent. But, with a little support and 
encouragement we can all rise above life’s challenges 
and do what’s best for our children.

a warm welcome is extended to everyone in 
the community to attend Back Free Church of 
Scotland. Services in Back and Tong during 
February 2013 are as follows:
W

Back
Sunday 2 February
12 noon: Mr Joe Macphee (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev alasdair I Macleod 

Sunday 9 February
10:30am: Rev alasdair I Macleod
12 noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 16 February
12 noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 23 February
10:30am: Rev alasdair I Macleod
12 noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 2 February
10:30am: Rev alasdair I Macleod 

Sunday 9 February
6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

Sunday 16 February
nO SERvICE - STORnOWay COMMunIOn 
WEEKEnD

Sunday 23 February
6pm:  Mr neil Murray (Gaelic)

February Service Times 

“Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do 
not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to 
such as these’” (Mark 10:14).

Calum I Macleod
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We are delighted to print these memories of Allan 
Ogston, who lives in Ottawa, Canada. Allan looks 
back on his time on an extended holiday in Gress 
as a boy and was inspired to put pen to paper 
after reading the Stornoway Poy Oy article written 
by his cousin Calum Murray, a few months ago in 
Loch a Tuath News.

My mother was Oighrig allan Steam, from 22 
Gress, who emigrated to Canada in the 1920s. In 
the summer of 1948 I was twelve years old. That 
March, on St Patrick’s Day, our family had sailed 
from new york on the liner SS Washington for 
a six month visit to the uK. My parents had not 
been back to Scotland since they immigrated to 
Canada at the end of the twenties. It had been 
twenty years since they had seen their kinfolk. 
The great depression and the Second World War 
had intervened in these decades and it was only 
three years after the end of the war that they had 
the opportunity to return.

That summer, for five months from april to 
September, I and my sister Elizabeth, a two year 
old, had been living with two spinster aunts and 
my invalid grandmother on my grandfather’s croft 
in the village of Gress. The village had about 
thirty five houses and all had roughly the same 
amount of land. There was enough land to raise 
a couple of cows and put in a potato patch if the 
soil was fertile enough. Beyond the village which 
borders the sea, towards the interior of the island 
there was a vast stretch of moorland, interlaced 
with lochs. This land is held in common with all 

the villagers having access to raise sheep. Much 
of the moorland is boggy and each house has an 
allotment for peat digging, dried peat slaps being 
used as winter fuel to heat the houses.  

I actually attended the school in Back from mid  
april to the end of term. I remember walking 
back and forth to Gress, uphill both ways, playing 
around the mill, football on the machair and swim-
ming in the Gress River.

On moonlit nights you could see the poachers 
busy doing their thing. Sundays were very quiet, 
the radio was used sparingly. you could listen 
to the news but all other activities were rather 
muted. nothing moved on the Sabbath.

One thing I remember is how well we ate at 
22 Gress that spring and summer of 1948. It is 
remarkable when you realise how bad things 
were for the general population in the uK at that 

time. This is a quote I read somewhere 
about that time:

“In the uK in 1948 rations had fallen 
to below wartime levels. Housewives 
made cakes from reconstituted eggs, 
hot chocolate from dried milk and cream 
from corn flour and margarine. The bread 
tasted like chalk. a typical recipe called 
for baking hot mashed potatoes together 
with lard; sugar, dried fruit and flour for 
dessert.”

anyway, I have great memories of break-
fasting on aunt Meireag’s flat pan scones 
and of the fantastic variety of fish dishes 
we had. We had fish every day, some-
times twice a day. I do not remember if 
there was much meat in the diet, but I 
guess there was mutton and lamb occa-
sionally. Potatoes and eggs were plenti-
ful, so I think the islanders made out 
quite well.

When we first arrived in Scotland, we spent two 
weeks with my father’s parents in the village of 
new Pitsligo in aberdeenshire. We stayed with 
them, but we ate at the local hotel. They only 
had enough rations to feed themselves. I guess 
because we were visitors, we were able to bypass 
the rationing process.

I received my first long distance call in Gress. 
Mother was down in Glasgow and she had made 
arrangements to talk to me at seven o’clock in 
the evening.  Jean ann (Shake) and I dutifully 

Memories of Gress, 1948

Calum and Elizabeth, Allan’s sister, both aged three!
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walked down to the Lodge. I guess that was the 
only place in the village that had a phone. Sure 
enough, we were welcomed in and the phone 
rang right on time. I do not remember the conver-
sation or the quality of the line. Jean ann got on 
after me and she had a chat with mother; I think it 
was Jean ann’s first phone call.

Fast forward to 2009 and one Sunday morning 
the phone rang. My cousin Joe Henderson, Mary 
allan Steam’s son, was on the line. He was call-
ing from a cruise ship going round Cape Horn 
and the line was crystal clear, as if he was sitting 
next to me. That is the longest phone call I have 
had.

A BRIDGE STORY
Getting to Stornoway from Gress in 1948 was a 
big deal. There was only one vehicle in the vil-
lage, an army surplus truck and my uncle Colin 
owned it. There was a bus that ran once a day 
through the string of villages that bordered the 
sea, so it was not too frequently that I had the 
chance to get into town. However, this Saturday 
in July I was in town wandering around the har-
bour. There was a real stir going on at the end 
of one of the docks. When I went over to check 
it out I ended up looking down at a low tugboat. 
It had a small cabin for the helmsman and there 
was a large smoke stack that seemed to come 
right out of the deck to the rear of the cabin.

What was really interesting was the amount of 
people who were on deck and the amount of 
hustle and bustle that was taking place. There 
must have been close to a score of men women 
and children on board. They were busy loading 

provisions and a large amount of coal for the one 
lunger steam engine. I was struck by how blonde 
all the people were; they were obviously not the 
local darker Celtic people. I found out that they 
were Estonians who had sailed from the port of 
Tallinn in Estonia, through the Baltic and across 
the north Sea to Stornoway. They had escaped 
through the Iron Curtain. The Cold War between 
the uSSR and the West had started in 1946 
and many people had been trapped behind bor-
ders that were not of their making. This was the 
first lap in their voyage to north america. These 
escapees were now making preparations to sail 
across the north atlantic to Iceland and then to a 
north american landfall. I had to return to Gress 
so I was not there to wave them goodbye when 
they sailed away the next day.

Many years later when I was married and liv-
ing in the City of Pointe Claire, Quebec, my wife 
Margaret and I belonged to the local anglian 
Church marathon church bridge club. It was a 
very informal setup. Every two weeks we would 
go out for a game. at the end of the bridge sea-
son we would all get together at some location 
that could accommodate everyone and we would 
have the wind up session.

One of the couples we played against was not 
overly friendly; they came to play bridge and they 
did not indulge in idle chat. There was a pinched 
way about them and it seemed years since they 
had both cracked a smile. at the time they were 
about ten to fifteen years older than us and to me 
they seemed to be of middle European extraction 
and I surmised they had seen a lot of bad things 
in their lifetime

at the end of the evening bridge ses-
sion the hostess usually served coffee 
and cake. My wife and I went into the 
kitchen to prepare some refreshments. 
The couple were sitting there in awk-
ward silence so, as an ice breaker, 
I asked them where they were from. 
When they told me they were Estonian, 
I immediately told them my Stornoway 
story. as the story unfolded a look of 
amazement came over our guest’s face. 
It was like he was re-living the experi-
ence as in fact he was, because he 
had been on that boat. Here it was forty 
years later and a stranger was giving 
him an eye witness account of an esca-
pade that had forever shaped his life.

He was astonished that anyone knew 
about his adventure. He said the tug-
boat captain had never been out of 
Tallinn harbour and that he had sailed The Astrid from Estonia in Stornoway Harbour
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the boat through the Baltic, over the north Sea to 
the Isle of Lewis without a hitch. From Stornoway 
they set sail to Iceland and after that they had 
sailed to St John’s newfoundland. Once there, 
they got sanctuary in Canada as refugees from 
the Iron Curtain. Here we were, two ships that 
had passed in the night forty years ago, berthed 
at the same bridge table.

(Footnote: Many Stornowegians and Leòdhsaich 
of a certain age have very clear memories of the 
arrival of that boat from Estonia, The Astrid, and 
its passengers, in Stornoway harbour. According 
to the Stornoway Gazette of the day, there were 
twelve men, ten women and seven children on 
board.

The townspeople showed the Estonians great 
kindness, in monetary gifts and in kind. Herring, 
sweeties from ration coupons and clothing were 
given. Three weeks later another boat, The 
Ostervag, also filled with Estonian refugees, 
arrived in the harbour and the same kindness was 

afforded.

Allan’s story is indeed one of amazing coinci-
dence. What a small world! Ed.)

L. to R. Calum, Margaret (Allan’s wife), Allan and Mary(Calum’s 
wife)

BIRTH AT THE ROADSIDE (1900)

On Tuesday the 24th July, the very unusual event of 
a child being born in the open air occurred near the 
township of Coll, in the Back district. The mother, a 
young married woman from that district, had 
been to Stornoway that day for some 
necessaries. While returning alone 
about four p.m. she was, when 
near Coll Bridge, taken sud-
denly ill, and when a few yards 
off the road, was delivered 
of a female child. Being quite 
alone, she had no attention, but 
was shortly after able to proceed 
to her home, fully three-quarters of a 
mile away, and uphill, carrying the infant along 
with her. On arriving there, a professional nurse 
was called in. Mother and child are now doing well, 
apparently none the worse of the critical experience 
through which they have passed.

GRESS FATAL ACCIDENT (1895)
On Monday, while Murdo Macmillan (38), miller, 
Gress, was engaged putting on a belt which had 
slipped off one of the wheels, he was drawn in 
among the machinery and received severe inju-

ries, which terminated fatally about four 
hours thereafter. He was removed to 

his employer’s house, and medi-
cal aid was summoned from 
Stornoway. Dr Mackenzie pro-
ceeded on horseback, followed 
by Dr Macdonald in a trap, and 

they arrived about one hour 
prior to the unfortunate man’s 

death and rendered all possible 
assistance. On examination, they found 

that the whole of his right upper arm was very 
badly lacerated, his five upper right ribs detached 
from the breast bone and drive into the lung, and his 
collar bone broken. Macmillan leaves a widow and a 
young family of five, for whom great sympathy is felt.

Loch a Tuath Gleanings
from the Highland News 

The editor would be interested to hear from anyone who has any knowledge of these events or the 
people who were involved in the incidents.

The Highland News was printed in Inverness and carried news of the island before the inception of 
the Stornoway Gazette.
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Bell ann 
Maclennan, 
retired in 
December 
after an 
amazing 
forty two 
years as 
a Carer in 
our area. 
The occa-
sion was 
celebrated 
with her 
colleagues 
at their 

Christmas night out in The Hut and a great 
time was had by all. Bell ann was held in very 
high esteem by all those whom she cared for 
and her sunny personality will be missed.

at Back Pharmacy a special cake was made 
for Bell ann and her friends at the Pharmacy 
add ‘On 31st December 2013 our good friend 
Bell ann Maclennan (Bell ann Rob) retired from 
her job as ‘Star’ carer for Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar. We know she will be greatly missed by 
the long list of clients for whom she went above 
and beyond the call of duty.

If there was a ‘Carer of the year’ award, 
Bellann would have won it many times. Enjoy 
your retirement, Bellann, you deserve it.’

as was mentioned in January Loch a Tuath 
news, Bellann was runner up in the Citizenship 
award, 2013. We take this opportunity to print 
some of the tributes made to her.

‘exceptionally dependable, always cheering 
people up. Goes way beyond the call of duty 
and is a true friend to everyone. The commu-
nity would be a poorer place without her’

‘an enthusiastic and caring personality, hard 
work in the 
community 
and a great 
example to 
those of a cer-
tain age!’

‘her cheer-
ful manner is 
so uplifting to 
those she vis-
its’.

Well done!

Bell Ann Maclennan

Bell Ann at Pharmacy

Bell Ann receives a bouquet from her 
colleagues

Dr David Whillis, visiting consultant oncologist for more than twenty years, is due to retire in 
March. He has provided a vital service to those in the island affected by cancer and the Lewis 
and Harris breast Cancer Support Group would like to raise awareness of his impending 
retirement.

a bank account has been set up at the Bank of Scotland to allow anyone who wishes to make 
a small gift contribution. The account number is 10123661, sort code 800973. 

The account will be open until Friday 21st February and Dr Whillis will be presented with a gift 
on his last official visit to the Western Isles in March.

Lewis and Harris
Breast Cancer Support Group

Oncologist’s Retirement
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Sgoil a’ Bhac
Celebrating Wider Achievement

Maia Pickering
Katie Mòrag 

nuair a fhuair mi a-mach gu robh mi a’ faighinn 
cothrom airson  guth Katie Mòrag a dheànamh 
bha mi air mo dhòigh! nuair a thòisich mi aig an 
studio  bha mi a’ smaoineachadh nach robh e gu 
bhith uabhasach duilich dhomh ga dheanamh ach 
fhuair mi a-mach gu robh tòrr obair ann. 

Tha mise a’ toirt dà uair a thìde  airson gach pro-
gram. Tha agam ri leughadh na scrioptan aig an 
taigh an toiseach agus an uairsin tha mi anns an 
studio ann an rum beag air beulaibh microfon. 

Bha mi air na programan fhaicinn anns a bheurla 
agus le sin bha mi cho toilichte nuair a chuala mi 
gu robh iad gu bhidh anns a’ Ghaidhlig.

nuair a tha mi deiseil dhan a h-uile program tha 
mi gu bhi uabhasach pròiseil leis a  h-uile càil a’ 
rinn mi. as deidh seo ‘s ma dh’fhaodadh gun dean 
mise rud mar seo a-rithist.

When I found out that I was getting the opportu-
nity to provide Katie Morag’s Gaelic voice, I was 
delighted. When I started at the studio I thought 
that it wouldn’t be that difficult for me but I found 
out that it was a lot of hard work.

I spend two hours to record one programme. I 
have to read the scripts at home first then I have 
to go into a small room in the studio and speak 
into a microphone.

I had seen the 
programmes in 
English and I was 
so pleased to 
hear they were 
going to be made 
in Gaelic too.

When I’m fin-
ished all the pro-
grammes, I’m going to be very proud with what 
I’ve achieved. I would like to be able to do some-
thing like this again. 

Abby-Jo Morrison
I started riding horses when I was three years 
old. It was a pony belonging to my cousin. I really 
enjoyed that and got my own pony when I was 
five and I have three now, Leah, Coco and Sid. I 
started jumping when I was four and have learned 
a lot about it since then. The competitions I take 
part in now are Eventing and Dressage.  I went 
to a dressage competition in London and I was 
awarded second out of 30 adults who were taking 
part. I’ve also been to competitions in Inverness, 
Glasgow, aberdeen, Edinburgh and Perth. I have 
recently got first in local competitions with Coco 
and have won over a thousand different prizes 
since I started in competitions, most of them for 
jumping.

I really like doing horse riding because I’m get-
ting on really well with it and I get a lot of prizes, 
although it’s hard work looking after my horses 
and doing all the training for the events. 

Maia Pickering

Abby-Jo Morrison
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Cross Country

We had a number of pupils participating in the 
second race of the SRaC Cross Country Winter 
Series, which is run in the Castle Grounds. They 
have been doing training runs during their lunch 
breaks and competed really well on the day. The 
third and final race in this year’s series will take 
place on Saturday 8th February. 

Celebrating Scottish Poetry
E3-5 and G6-7 recently came together to cel-
ebrate the work of famous Scottish poets. We 
joined other schools live, via the internet, from all 
around Scotland to celebrate Robert Burns who 
was a very famous Scottish poet.

We listened to different songs composed by 
Robert Burns and then sang along to them. The 
best ones were “auld Lang Syne” and “Ploughboy 
o”.

Pupils from E3-5 recited poems for G6-7.  They 
learned “nessie” by J.K annand and gave some 
very confident performances.  The.y also sang 
songs which they had learned and G6-7 joined 
in. “Killiecrankie” by the Corries and “The World 
Must be coming to an End” were the songs they 
enjoyed the most.

We ended our celebration by tasting some haggis 
and oatcakes.

Parent Council News
We will be bag packing in Tesco on Saturday 8th 
February. Please come along and support us. If 

anyone is available to help with a bag packing 
slot on that day, please contact the school office.

Tuck Shop
a group of pupils from E3-5 have recently opened 
a tuck shop in the school that runs in the morn-
ing and during break times. The children worked 
hard to plan how they were going to run the shop, 
including doing market research and investigat-
ing prices and suppliers. They have had a very 
busy first week of trading and we hope to see the 
tuck shop be even more successful in the coming 
weeks.

Enrolment Open Day
We recently held a successful Open Day in Sgoil 
a’ Bhac for parents of children who will be due to 
start school in august 2014. Parents were able 
to view resources in Gaelic and English, visit 
classrooms and speak to staff, pupils and other 
parents.

Enrolment Week itself will take place on the week 
beginning Monday 3rd February. Parents can 
enrol at 3.00pm any day that week. If you wish to 
speak with the Head Teacher at enrolment, he will 
be available on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 
afternoons. 

Places are also available in Sgoil araich for ses-
sion 2014/2015 for children who will be 3 years of 
age by 31 august 2014.  In addition, places are 
available for children who are 4 and are not cur-
rently registered with a pre-school provider.

Parents are invited to enrol their children at Sgoil 
araich on the week commencing Monday 3 
February 2014. Parents wishing to enrol will need 
take along their child’s birth certificate.

Open Day

Cross Country Race
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Nursery News

The children are enjoying finding out about ‘Winter 
Weather.’ The cold, dry weather has been ideal for lots 
of winter walking.

Cross Country
Cross Country continues to gain in popularity as a 
Saturday activity and the school was very well-repre-
sented at the race which took place on 18th January.  
It is easy to spot the Tong School runners who now 
sport bibs with the school name and colours.  The bibs 
were purchased after a parental fundraising event and 
are much appreciated by all.

Here are some comments about Cross Country:

Cross Country is fun, fantastic and muddy.  Gregor, P3
Cross Country is muddy, messy and tiring. Edith,P3
Cross Country is tiring, fun and muddy. Ellie, P4
Cross Country is hard, fun and energetic.  Faith,P5
Cross Country is cool, muddy and energetic. MaryAnne, P5
Cross Country is fun, exciting and enjoyable. Scott,P6
Cross Country is amazing, fun and enjoyable. Krysta,P6
Cross Country is muddy, slippery and exhausting. Tori, P6

Story Corner
a selection of stories and a poem have been included 
this month:

Alecina  
alecina is a sheep. Her wool is 
as white as the snow. alecina is 
good.

By Charlotte Bayfield, P1

All About Me
My name is Christopher Maciver and I live on the Isle 
of Lewis. My eyes are as blue as a shark. My hair is 
as brown as a bear.  I like my hair spiky like Sonic the 
hedgehog. I like running in the garden. I got a new 
quad for my birthday. It has a horn. I like my quad.

By Christopher Maciver, P2

Tong School
My name is naomi Graham. I am in P2/3.  My teach-
er is called Mrs Macleod. at school I like to learn 
about awesome, amazing and spectacular  Roots of 
Empathy . I also like to do art with the fabulous art-
ist Mr Smith. I have fabulous friends to play with and 
awesome teachers to teach me. I wouldn’t like to have 
any other teachers. We have Miss Ferguson with her 
Language and rhymes, Mrs Macleod with her great 
expression, Mr Crozier with his sporty club and Miss 
Flett with her fun. I also like to have time with Freya, 
Rhia and Edith. They are the best friends ever.  

The best thing about Tong School is when I can do 
imaginative story-writing because I can use my brain. 
Tong School is the best school in the universe.

By Naomi Graham,P3

Tong School
My name is Liam Murray. I am in P2/3.  My teacher 
is called Mrs Macleod. at school I like Music with 
Mrs Duncan, it is magic. Mental Maths is awesome, 
I like sums. Mr Smith is a spectacular art teacher, 
my favourite is painting. I do reading with my friend 
Joel. Reading is really good. I love Christmas time at 
school, I like singing the Christmas songs and practis-
ing for the school pantomime.

I love Golden Time. I can go on Google Earth. I like 
school, it is fun. I have lots of friends in school. The 
best thing about Tong School is seeing anna and 
Fiona in canteen!

By Liam Murray, P3

Tong School

Nursery children setting out on Winter Weather Walk

Cross Country runners
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What I Like About Tong School
The thing I really like about Tong School is the teach-
ers because they are really nice and they help you 
when you are feeling sad.  I like Class Dojo to get 
points.  at break it is fun. Mrs Maciver, Mr Macdonald, 
Mrs Graham and Mr Maciver are there to make sure 
everyone has someone to play with.  

at lunch I really like anna and Fiona’s hot food.  I 
really like Mrs Kennedy the Head Teacher because 
she makes sure everyone is doing as they are told and 
she is there to speak to if you are feeling sad.  Miss 
Ferguson is a really kind teacher and she taught us 
everything we needed to know for moving on.

I like art because we do really fun things with Mr 
Smith. Gym is really fun. My favourite thing in gym is 
gymnastics. 

I really liked our Christmas play Cinders because 
it was really fun. I like doing Computer work. I like 
Glow work because we have e-mails on it and we can 
e-mail each other. My favourite subject is handwriting 
because it helps us have neat writing.

I love school!

By Faith Macfarlane, P5

What I Like About Tong School
I like school because it helps you when you are older. 
I like Golden Time. I like gym as well. I like class dojo 
points and art. Reading is fun. I like keyboard, that’s 
really fun. Story writing is my best lesson and so is 
after school club, that’s my second best thing. at play-
time I play tig with aaron, Ewan, Cailean and Keith. 
Sometimes I play football. In the Christmas play I was 
the herald, there were three heralds. I was herald one. 
My best friend aaron was herad two and my friend 
Ewan was herald three.

Our Music teacher is called Mrs Duncan. She helped 
out with our Cinders songs. I went to the after school 
practice for Cinders.  

I like Maths because we are doing money work. P4/5 
are reading a Mr Gum book and it is so,so, so funny. 
It will be the number one book in Scotland! We have 
read two Mr Gum books, the first one was called you 
are a Bad Man, Mr Gum and Mr Gum and The Biscuit 
Billionaire.

By Harry Bray, P5

The Spookiest Night Ever

In the night I heard a cry
Then a light caught my eye
So I turned around
and this is what I found
There was a skeleton holding a flashlight
and he gave me such a fright

I ran to the door, but it was locked
and the skeleton was not shocked
He asked what was the matter?
While I made such a clatter
He asked are you looking for these?
and he held out the house keys

The skeleton said I must dash
and then he went as quick as a flash
I heard another noise again
Then I realised it was just my hen
I ran downstairs without a care
and realised it was just a nightmare

By Joanna, P7 and Sophie, P6 (as part of the P7/S1 
Transition Project)

Follow the Yellow Brick Road
The whole school thor-
oughly enjoyed the very 
professional pantomime 
of ‘The Wizard of Oz’, 
which was performed on 
Friday, 17th January. This 
was a special treat at 
the end of a busy week 
and all were engrossed 
in the show. It was also 
fun to spot Grace, (P4) 
and Krysta and Tori, (P6) 
as they danced their 
way through a variety 
of scenes as part of the 

young dancers’ group. 
This was a great 

experience for the girls and many new skills were 
developed along the ‘yellow brick road.’ Two of our 
pupils, Leon (P2) and Eilidh (P6) were selected from 
the audience to dance on stage with the Scarecrow, 
Lion and Tin Man. Both danced well and had great fun 
on the stage.

Krysta, Grace and Tori dressed as 
‘munchkins’ for The Wizard of Oz

Some P7 pupils with the trophy 
awarded for ‘Best Dressed Stall’ at 

the recent Hypermarket
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MuRDO MaCKay PLanT HIRE

access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Sticky Toffee Pudding with Honey Roast Pecans 
and Caramel Sauce

This is moist, sweet and delicious with the added 
bonus of being easy to make. Keeps 5 - 6 days in an 
airtight container (depending on your willpower) and 
can be frozen for up to three months.

Pudding

Ingredients:
8 oz. stoned dated, chopped finely

8 fl. Oz. black tea (not too strong - I use an infusion 
of Lady Grey tea)

3 1/2 oz. unsalted butter, 
softened

6 oz. golden caster sugar

3 eggs

1 teaspoon mixed spice

1 teaspoon vanilla 
essence

8 oz. self raising flour

3/4 teaspoon bicarbonate 
of soda

1 heaped tablespoon of 
black treacle

1 tablespoon brandy

Good couple of handfuls of shelled pecan nuts

Couple of tablespoons of honey

Method:
Ok. Let’s get the boring bits out of the way first.

Preheat the oven to 180 deg Celsius (350 deg F or 
Gas Mark 4) and butter, line and grease the sides of 
an 8” square cake tin.

Now the fun starts.

Take the dates, tea, mixed spice, vanilla essence, 
brandy and treacle and place in a saucepan. Bring to 
the boil and simmer for 3 to 4 minutes. Set aside to 
cool slightly.

Meanwhile, beat the butter in a large bowl until soft 
(or use an electric mixer if you like your gadgets as I 
do!)

add the sugar and beat until the mixture is pale and 
fluffy. Beat in the eggs one at a time. Slowly beat in 
the date mixture. Sift the flour and bicarbonate of 
soda together and fold into the batter until thoroughly 
mixed.

Pour into the prepared tin and bake in the centre of 
the preheated oven for about 45 minutes or until the 
top is firm to the touch and a skewer inserted into the 
middle comes out clean.

While the cake is cooking and filling your kitchen 
with the most amazing smell, grab a frying pan or 
saucepan and pour in the honey.  Heat it gently for 
a minute or so and then tip in the pecan nuts. Give 
it a good stir and cook the nuts for two minutes. Set 
aside until needed.

Caramel Sauce (or 
Coronary Sauce as I call 
it)

Ingredients:
4 oz. butter

9 oz. soft light brown 
sugar

10 oz. golden syrup

8 fl. Oz. double cream

1/2 teaspoon vanilla 
extract

Method:
Dump everything in a heavy based saucepan. Bring 
to the boil over a high heat and allow to cook for 4 - 5 
minutes stirring regularly until the sauce has thick-
ened.

This makes a LOT of sauce, but it can be stored 
quite happily in a container in the fridge for ages.

To assemble:
Turn the cake out on to a serving plate.

Heat the pecans gently once again and tip over the 
top of the cake, artistically if you can (I favour the 
dump and spread method...)

Ladle over some of the unctuous, golden caramel 
sauce and let it flow over the sides of the cake.

To serve, cut into squares, place a square on the 
plate, drizzle over some more of the warmed caramel 
sauce and serve either as it is, or with a dollop of 
good vanilla ice cream on the side and another scat-
ter of the honey roasted pecans.

This will, at a push serve 8 - 10 people. But, it will 
also give 6 - 8 folks a decent sized portion with lots of 
caramel sauce to dribble over.
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket arrangements

Silk Dried Flower arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

a Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559
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Back in Time      
Called Up

Miss Joan Macleod, 23 Vatisker and Miss Willina 
Anne Macdonald, 13 Vatisker, left recently to join the 
WRNS.  Practically all the girls in this district, who 
have attained the age, have now been called up for 
service.

On Leave

Among those at home recently on leave, we were 
glad to see Flight Sgt Pilot Norman Macritchie, New 
Zealand Airforce. He was visiting Lewis for the first 
time.  Norman’s grandfather left 16 Vatisker about 70 
years ago and emigrated to New Zealand, where he 
was very successful in becoming a dealer in sheep and 
cattle.  His grandson was determined, whenever he 
landed in Scotland, to see his relatives.  He was met 
at Stornoway pier by his cousin, Murdo Macleod, 14 
Vatisker, and his Aunt Mary.  He was easily recog-
nised, having Macritchie features.  Sgt Macritchie who 
is 26 years of age and married, was employed as head 

shepherd previous to enlistment and had under his care 
27000 sheep and 5000 head of cattle.  Their home is 
near Dunedin in the South Island.

Obituary

We deeply regret to record the death of Mr Alexander 
Stewart, 4 Vatisker, which occurred in the I.D. 
Hospital, Stornoway, on 12 January.  The deceased, 
who was employed on work of national importance at 
Stornoway, for the past few years, became seriously 
ill about 6 weeks previous to his passing.  Mr Stewart, 
who was well known, and above the ordinary in intel-
ligence, was aged 60 years and, although subject to 
recurrent bouts of asthma, his health was not thought 
to be precarious and the end was unexpected.  His 
removal is very much felt in the neighbourhood.  He 
is survived by his widow, 5 daughters (2 married), and 
1 son.  The large attendance at the funeral, which took 
place on 14th inst. was ample evidence of the high 
esteem in which the deceased was held.  The sympathy 
of the community is extended to the bereaved family.

     February 1944

Standing L. to R. Seonaidh Aonghais Dhomhnaill Ruaidh 53 
and 78 Coll, Iain Mhurchaidh 41 Coll, Niall na Cois 47 Coll

Sitting L. to R. Murdie Alasdair 40 Coll, Domhnall 
Aongais Bhig (Noah) 55 Coll

This photograph was wrongly captioned in January 
2014. We are grateful to readers who pointed out 
the inaccuracies and now hope that it is correct.

Iain and Murdie were both studying at the 
University of Aberdeen and very sadly Murdie 
was killed in France in WW1. After his death, 
his father composed a beautiful song in his 
memory.

Loch a' Tuath 
Community Hut

AGM
Monday 10th February

8pm

all welcome
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JOHN A FINLAYSON
JOInERy & BuILDInG SERvICES

JOHN ALEX FINLAYSON
JOInER

SPRInGSIDE HOuSE
TOnG, STORnOWay
ISLE OF LEWIS
07768 205834 / 01851 706567 aFTER 6PM

marion@finlayson24.fsnet.co.uk
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The culmination of the football season, which 
is best forgotten, was the presentation of the 
player of the year trophies and this took place 
in the County Hotel on the last Saturday of 
the year. What was different this year was that 
Calum Ian Graham was not present and all the 
players wished him a speedy recovery.

The player 
of the year 
was selected 
and this was 
indeed a 
close deci-
sion, but it 
was anthony 
Maciver 
who was the 
winner. He 
was also the 
winner of 
the Players’ 
Player of the 
year award 
with Jason MacLeod coming a close second in 
both.

The young Player of the year was our goal-
keeper James MacLeod, a worthy choice. 

James now 
travels to 
play for Ross 
County’s 
under 17s 
team on a 
regular basis, 
but hope-
fully we will 
be able to 
play him in 
the forthcom-
ing season. 
another for-
mer Back 
goalkeeper, 
Iain Macleod, 

plays for 
Keith F. C. 
on a regu-
lar basis 
too, but 
because of 
work com-
mitments, 
will have to 
relinquish 
that posi-
tion. 

Martin 
MacLean 
has now 
moved to 
the main-
land and this will help him to maintain his mid-
field roll in the Brora team, and hopefully the 
league title.    

The appreciation of the club was given to David 
MacIver who took on the manager’s role last 
year. He knew he had a hard task on his hands 
to instil confidence into the team with nine play-
ers unavailable for most of the season, but 
hopefully he will have a more settled squad this 
year. Training has commenced already with a 
fair bit of enthusiasm shown by the players.

D.A.Stewart

Back Football Club Annual Presentations

Anthony (Egg) Maciver Players' Player 
of the Year with Duncan Maclean

James Macleod Young U21 player 
of the Year with Duncan Maclean, 
Furniture World (Sponsors)

James Macarthur, the person who did 
most work for the club during the year, 

with Alex John Macleod

Anthony (Egg) Maciver Committee Player of the Year with 
Angus Mackay of Angus Mackay and Sons Plant Hire
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Chris Hammacott lives at Glendale, New 
Street, Back. She and her husband Andrew 
moved there in 2012 with Chris’ dad, who 
sadly passed away last year, having fulfilled 
his ambition to live in the Western Isles. We 
are delighted to hear about the art of making 
patchwork quilts from her.

She tells us she ‘loves to teach, and for many 
years taught City & Guilds, up to and includ-
ing Diploma levels, in weaving and embroi-
dery.’

I try not to take myself too seriously and 
my workshop here in the Western Isles is 
a riot of fabrics, threads, strong tea, Bruce 
Springsteen, and of course my beloved pugs!’

The making of patchwork quilts is fast becom-
ing one of the most popular hobbies, partly 
for its make do and mend feel, as well as 
its ability to be practised by just about any-
one. There is a theory that any country that 
experiences cold nights will have a history of 
quilting! I was surprised, therefore, when we 
moved to Back from West Wales that quilt-
ing seems to have been a recent skill to the 
island? Maybe the tweed alone was warm 
enough to keep a body cosy in the winter? I 
did find a very busy quilting group who meet 
in Stornoway and having been teaching 
patchwork since we arrived, there are now 
a whole new number of enthusiasts tucked 
under their own patchwork quilts at night. 

So what is patchwork? at its most basic it is 
the stitching together of small pieces of fabric 
to make a larger piece. This is then used as 
the top of a ‘sandwich’ with something soft 
and warm as the filling and a fabric backing. 
voila, a quilt!

now, quilting goes back many hundreds of 
years and was created to make a poor man’s 
armour. I suppose enough layers of fabric 
might just keep your body arrow free! It does 

not take a huge leap of the imagination to see 
that this body armour found to be warm and 
comforting should find itself as larger pieces 
of fabric to cover oneself with on chilly nights. 
I have always been fascinated with the fact 
that even in dire poverty women (and yes, 
in this instance it’s women) sought to cre-
ate beauty from next to nothing. I have seen 
quilts made in the 1800s from tiny scraps of 
much used fabric, from the mining villages of 
Wales to the poverty stricken tenements of 
the East End of London, but these quilts are 
beautifully stitched, the scraps cleverly sorted 
and matched to make quilts full of charm and 
artistry. 

My own Grandmother from the East End of 
London would carefully embroider the scraps 
of usable fabric from old, much-laundered pil-
low cases and these scraps would then be 
sewn to collars and cuffs to smarten jackets 
and blouses. There was little we could teach 
our Grandmothers about re-cycling. But I 
digress, these days patchwork is taken up 
as much as an artistic medium as a need 
to keep warm and it’s not just quilts that 
are made. Cushions, table runners, cloth-
ing, and a multitude of items from bags to 
tea cosies are created and enjoyed. Some 
folk stitch wholly by hand, others use sew-
ing machines, or many like myself do a bit of 
each. Whatever the way, the end results are 
displayed with pride.

I started patchwork almost by mistake. at the 
time I was running a City & Guilds Centre, 
and I taught embroidery and weaving. We 
had a patchwork tutor who wanted to run a 
class and only a friend’s mother signed up, so 
the friend and I joined just so the class would 
run…………and I found I had come home! 
Don’t get me wrong, I love all textiles, and 
my first love is always weaving, a skill I put 
to good use as I made my living as a weaver 
for many years, having trained after leaving 

So You’re a Patchworker?
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school.  
Patchwork, 
however, 
allowed me 
to create 
things of 
beauty for 
my home 
in a new 
way. after 
that course 
it was in no 
time that I 
started to 
be bored 
with the pat-
terns avail-
able (did I 
mention my 
boredom 
level of a 
two year 
old?) and 
I started to 
make my 
own pat-
terns. after 
a chance 
meeting with 
a maga-
zine editor 
suddenly I 
found I was 
writing and 
making pat-
terns for a 
number of 
British and 
International magazines. That apart, I still find 
a huge enjoyment in patchwork and the link it 
creates with all those other women who went 
before me in making something from fabric to 
make my home that wee bit more comfortable 
and cosy.

I also must say that teaching the art of patch-
work has brought me into contact with lots of 

lovely peo-
ple and in 
moving here 
it was the 
best way to 
meet locals 
and feel I 
belonged 
right from 
the start. 

My 2014 
classes 
are start-
ing at Lews 
College in 
February, 
they range 
from a total 
beginners’ 
sampler 
quilt, to a 
beautiful 
quilt with a 
noah’s ark 
in appliqué. 
Feel free 
to contact 
me if you 
would like to 
join, contact 
details are 
below. 

needless 
to say I am 
now ‘patch-
ing’ with 

Harris Tweed, a whole new medium to have 
fun with and something I will be enlarging 
upon as I have been commissioned to write 
three ebooks using Harris Tweed for patch-
work  and applique.

Contact Chris on 01851 820029 or wsweav-
er@btinternet.com

Noah's Ark
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Eight pairs of bowlers turned out for the last bowling 
competition of 2013, the Breacan Cup, held always on 
Boxing Day. The cup was being defended by Kenny 
Macleod and Ian Macleod. The annual trophy is a 
round robin affair where points are given for the four 
nearest bowls in each of the six ends played.

Despite the early start the heating system had the Back 
hall warm as toast and play was underway on all three 
mats. One of the first games up saw Ivor Ferguson 
and Willie Macdonald overhaul this year’s rookie Peter 
O’Donnell and old hand Calum Ian Macdonald. Despite 
a hesitant start for both teams surely neither could 
have foreseen the importance this match would have 
on the destination of the cup?

Peter and Calum Ian then lost out to Cab Stewart and 
Willie angie Morrison to start the day in dismal fash-
ion whilst last year’s champions Kenny and Ian were 
also struggling to get points on the board. George 
Fairclough and ali Tolsta had made a decent start but 
it was Duncan Maclean and alex Cumming who were 
looking the early favourites as they were on a three game 
winning streak. 

The round robin format made it difficult to predict the win-
ner but before lunch it was looking like Duncan and alex 
had it in the bag whilst the rest were looking to hit a run of 
decent form after the traditional buffet of herring and pota-
toes washed down with plenty of cold milk. at this stage 
there were three or four teams in contention, whether it was 
the salt mackerel and herring that affected the other 
teams who knows, but that is their excuse for 
failure.

Into the afternoon and Ivor and Willie 
put their names in the hat with 
some fine bowling as Duncan and 
alex slipped to a draw. Was the 
trophy slipping from their reach? 
Their fifth game would be deci-
sive and they faced Peter and 
Calum Iain who had gone on a 
three match unbeaten run. 

The game swung from end to end 
with some fine bowls all round and 
it went to the final end. Duncan 
had played his final bowl and was 
lying the three best bowls which 
would have all but sealed the 

cup if only Peter hadn’t played a blinding last bowl to a full 
length jack that blasted their hopes apart and left the way 
for Peter and Calum Ian to go into the final game level on 
points with Ivor and Willie.

Despite their unbeaten run Peter and Calum Ian could not 
match the overall points of Ivor and Willie and so with both 
teams winning their final games it was Ivor and Willie that 
lifted the cup which was fitting considering the first match 
where they defeated their closest opponents.

With the games complete it was off to 
the wings for the presentation where 

Chrissie Macleod handed the cup 
to Ivor and Willie before being 

presented with flowers by young 
James Macleod.

a cracking day out was had by 
all and the standard of bowls 
just got better and better as the 
day wore on.  Thanks to every-
one who took part and especial-
ly Chrissie who as always was 
available to present the cup to 
the winners, and to Ivor, for yet 
again providing the potatoes.

P. O’Donnell and D.A. Stewart

Bowling Club

Breacan Cup victors, Ivor Ferguson and Willie 
Macdonald  with Chrissie

The Breacan Cup in play

Carpet World Triples Trophy winners, Alex 
Cumming, Ivor Ferguson and John MacaskillDuncan and Ian willing their bowl on to the jack
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When corresponding with a friend, Thomas 
Jefferson wrote, “...but though an old man, I am 
a young gardener.”  Everyone is the same age in 
the garden, for the garden is ageless and, each 
spring marks the beginning of new life. Spring is a 
wonderful time and great pleasure can be found in 
seeing the early buds of leaves as they show signs 
of growth.  Browsing through the garden catalogue 
stimulates the interest once again.

a shrub which I have always admired, commonly 
known as ‘dogwood’ or by its proper catalogue 
name ‘cornus sanguinea’, is particularly unusual 
as, in the autumn the 
leaves turn a 
brilliant red 
and, in the 
winter, 
once the 
leaves 
have 
fallen, 
the stem 
turns bright 
red, giving a 
rare winter colour.  
The suppliers sell them 
as bare root plants, thus making them inexpensive. 
Rather than plant them directly into the ground, 
they will be planted into pots to bring them on.

next on the list are bedding plants.  Recommended 
by the catalogue as being attractive to bees 
and butterflies is ‘cosmos gazebo mixed’ and, 

according to my garden manual, the seeds 
are easy to grow and germinate quite 
quickly. 

a well-known flower to grow alongside 
hedges and fences is the nasturtium.  
These large seeds can be pushed directly 
into the soil where they are to grow. 
Germination is good, but it is advisable to 
bring them on in pots as our soil tends still 
to be rather cold and wet in april. These 
particular plants flower from July to early 
October, depending of course on the weath-
er.  These three are starters I have on order 

and no doubt there will be other plants which will 
prove to be irresistible.

My garden is more informal than orderly with things 
being planted where they will grow best, unlike the 
standard park bedding scheme.

From the Poileagan

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...New Beginnings

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(uK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LaTn or cash 
for £33.00 to Mrs M. a. Davidson, 3a new Street, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £33.00
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Dog-
wood flower

Cosmos 
Gazebo
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S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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10 YEARS AGO 
In the News in January 2014

2nd January: Stardust successfully flies past Comet Wild 2, 
collecting samples that it will return to Earth two years later.

1 February: The new England Patriots defeat the Carolina 
Panthers by the score of 32–29, winning their second Super 
Bowl in three years. The game is played at Reliant Stadium 
in Houston, Texas. at the time, this was the most watched 
Super Bowl ever with 144.4 million viewers. Janet Jackson 
and Justin Timberlake performed a controversial half-time 
show.

3 February: Foreign Secretary Jack Straw announces an 
independent inquiry, to be chaired by Lord Butler, to examine 
the reliability of intelligence on weapons of mass destruction 
in Iraq.

4 February: Facebook launches.

5 February/6 February: a party of Chinese cockle pickers is 
caught by the tides at night in Morecambe Bay, Lancashire, 
drowning 23 people. 21 bodies are recovered.

9 February: Kerry McFadden wins the third series of ITv1’s 
I’m a Celebrity... Get Me Out of Here!. 14.99 million watch the 
final, the programme’s highest rated episode to this day.

24 February: The British Olympic association bans European 
100 metre champion Dwain Chambers from competing in the 
Olympic Games for life for a positive test for the designer ster-
oid THG.

29 February: Middlesbrough F.C. win their first trophy in their 
128 year history by defeating Bolton Wanderers F.C. 2-1 in the 
Football League Cup Final, with goals by Joseph-Désiré Job 
and Boudewijn Zenden. Kevin Davies scores Bolton’s goal.

at the 76th academy awards The Lord of the Rings: The 
Return of the King wins picture and director awards as well 
as nine others for a total of 11 academy awards, a tie for the 
most ever won by a single film.

From the 
Archives...

A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

uK number One singles in February 2004 included Sam and 
Mark with ‘With a Little Help from My Friends’, Busted with 
‘Who’s David?’ and Peter andre featuring Bubbler Ranx with 
‘Mysterious Girl’.

Effie-Anne Maclennan  beside her 10 year old  monkey 
puzzle tree. (We wonder what height it is in 2014)

Members of Tong Community centre committee who prepared a delicious meal for Senior Citizens

Back Community council and the three Sgoil a 
Bhac cooks who prepared a sumptuous meal

Cousins United! All from Upper Coll and Tong and 
descended from Coinneach and Ishbel Stal, 20 

Upper Coll at the Tong Games
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Material for  
publication in the MARCH issue of Loch a Tuath News must 

be in before WEDNESDAY 19th FEBRUARY 2014

On Saturday 18th January the senior members of our 
community were treated to a sumptuous lunch at 
the Caladh Hotel, organised by Back 
Community Council.Councillor 
Catriona Stewart welcomed all to 
the lunch and Councillor Donald 
Crichton said grace. It was an 
excellent opportunity to get 
together and enjoy good food, 
entertainment, and the com-
pany of old and new friends.

The entertainment was excel-
lent, provided by Ian Mackay 
from upper Coll, who is well 
known in Gaelic circles as 
a welcome ceilidh singer. 

The younger entertainers were Gaelic singer Katie 
Graham (Catherine Hill), who is fresh from her well 

deserved triumph at the Mod last October; 
Krisell Mackay (newmarket) on piano 

accordion ( her mother is Chrissie 
aonghas Caoidh from Outend 

Coll) and Graham Maclennan, 
also on piano accordion, from 
Stornoway. Councillor John a. 
Maciver also gave us a song, 
adding to the entertainment.

Everyone agreed that it was a 
very pleasant way to spend an 
afternoon and it is hoped that 
we will see a lot more gentle-
men at the next occasion. 

Over 60s Lunch
January 2014, Caladh Hotel, Stornoway

Calum Iain   
Graham, 

Graham Maclennan, Krisell Mackay, John A. Maciver

Uilleam Hannah, Sheila Macdonald and Angus (Emag)

First timers at the lunch Chrissie Bell, Jessie, Mairi, Anna

Katie Anne Phòisean, 
Catriona, Mairi and 

Murdina Ghlen.

Christine 
Graham,

Alex Cumming, Catriona Macintosh, Seonaid Bhruce,
Murdina Macdonald


