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We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the 
community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their 
free time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ 
of the district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal 
Maclean, 42b coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3 to cover cost and 
postage. 

Fàilte
Welcome to the March issue of Loch a 
Tuath News. as I write, it is blowing a 
‘hooly’, but at the same time it is good 
to see crocuses peeping through in the 
garden, with promises of spring days to 
come.

Last month we published some incidents 
published in the highland news at the 
beginning of the last century, and it was 
particularly interesting and exciting to 
hear from the relatives of the people 
mentioned in the original articles. So,in 
this issue we are able to give more 
information on the baby born at coll 
Bridge, and the additional information 
from the family of Murdo Macmillan, 
the Gress Miller will be printed next 
month. We also have a follow up, in the 
form of a poem by D. S. Murray, to the 
Estonians in Stornoway as described by 
allan Ogston, in Memories of Gress, last 
month.

Kenny John Mackenzie spent time at 
the end of the year in Uganda and the 
congo, often in very trying circumstanc-
es. Kenny John shares their experienc-
es, challenges and achievements with 
us. Many of these achievements would 
not have been possible without the sup-
port of our own community.

The community of Tong celebrated 
the long-term voluntary support of four 
members of Tra and you can read all 
about the celebratory presentations. 
On a sad note, Tong School lost a very 

valued and loved member of their school 
family when Mr Donald Macdonald 
passed away. The esteem in which he 
was held is apparent in the tribute to him 
written by Dorothy Kennedy, the head 
Teacher of Tong School.

councillor catriona Stewart keeps us up 
to date with council news at what is a 
difficult time for all local authorities. We 
have an update on the commemorative 
Back School Book which is about to go 
to print. This publication involved a lot 
of time and effort (and I am sure enjoy-
ment and fun also), by a small dedicated 
group of people and it will be an invalu-
able part of the local archives. The book 
will be a ‘must buy’ for all Bacachs, 
home and away, young and old.

as has been mentioned in a previous 
issue of Loch a Tuath news, this year 
starts the four years of commemorat-
ing WW1 and in connection with that 
we have details of a scheme to plant 
poppies for remembrance in our com-
munity. It is hoped, with your help, to 
have regular articles remembering the 
lives of those in our community who 
were involved in that conflict and if you 
have any relevant photographs or fam-
ily history of that period, please get in 
touch with any member of the editorial 
committee.

In addition, there is the local village 
news to catch up with and our regular 
features, all of which I hope you enjoy, 
wherever you are!

Anna Tucker

Front cover of forthcoming book, 
‘Sgoil a’ Bhac Memories Through the 
Ages 1878-2012’ 
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years. To Isobel, his grieving widow, 
as well as to his daughter Lindsay and 
family and his son alasdair, we extend 
our sympathy at this sad time.

To Donna Mccarthy and family at 4 
Back we send the sympathy of the 
community. Donna received news of 
her mother’s sudden and unexpected 
death in Inverness on 21st January.  
her husband, John Murdo and family 
travelled to Skye to arrange for the 
funeral to take place in Uig cemetery. 
We sympathise and think of you, 
Donna at this sad time.

New Baby

Magnus Alexander Montgomery

Magnus alexander Montgomery, was 
born on 23 October 2013. he is a 
second son for anne and John, 6 
Back, and a (mostly!) welcome little 
brother for Finlay. Magnus’ grand-
parents are Kenneth and Peggy 
Finlayson, north Tolsta, and Effie 
Montgomery, Glasgow, and the late 
neil Montgomery, Stornoway.

Coll
Congratulations
congratulations to Dean and Iain 
Murray Cuan Sgith, 57 coll, on the 
birth of  a second grandson within a 
week, a baby boy this time, to Diane 
their eldest daughter and her partner. 
Little Leo was born at the Western 
Isles hospital. he is a welcome wee 
brother for Erin. We wish them all the 
best.

Condolences
We would like to offer our condolenc-
es to John and Jan carmichael, 72a 
coll, on the passing of John’s sister-
in-law normina after a short illness. 
normina was originally from Borve, 
but she and her husband Donald had 
made their home in Linlithgow. We 

BACk
Birthday Greetings

Violet in her Land Army days

It is with great pleasure that we con-
gratulate violet Macleod, Broadbay 
view, who will celebrate her 90th 
birthday on 12th March. Love and 
very best wishes are sent from all 
the family – angela and charlie, cath 
and Trevor, Dolina and Jim, alex 
and Shirley and her nine grandchil-
dren and ten great grandchildren. 
Good wishes are also conveyed from 
violet’s only brother David and sister-
in-law Jean who live near Leeds.

“When you’re 90, you’re not old. 
You’re a classic! happy 90th birthday!” 
………Anonymous.

Condolences
To receive news of a double family 
bereavement within three weeks is 
unusual but that was the experience 
of Mrs Morag Stewart, 26 vatisker, 
in the first month of 2014. very early 
in the new Year she received news 
of the passing of her brother in Fife 
and at the end of the month her sis-
ter Maggie died in the care home 
in Leverburgh. To Morag, who is the 
youngest of a large family of nine, 
three sons and six daughters, we 
send our sincere sympathy. her sur-
viving sisters are also remembered at 
this sad time.

heartfelt sympathy also goes to the 
family of the late Jim Mackenzie on 
his sudden and unexpected death 
in raigmore hospital on Tuesday, 
11th February. The large number 
who assembled at Back Free church 
to pay their respect at his funeral 
service was an indication that Jim 
was respected and well-liked by col-
leagues at Tesco Supermarket and 
also in the community where the 
Mackenzies have lived for the last 26 

remember Donald along with all other 
relatives, friends and neighbours at 
this sore and difficult time. 

Best Wishes 
We wish all the best to Iain Murray, 
23b coll, who had some time off work 
recently after an accident at work. We 
hope you are back to work soon. 

Gress
Retirements
Our best wishes go to Jackie 
Mackenzie, 25 Gress, who retired 
after working for John Murray for the 
last 36 years.

We also send best wishes to John 
(Swannie) and Morag Macdonald 
who have passed on the business 
of Stornoway Memorials to their son 
Martin and his wife Morag. They have 
moved to new premises on the corner 
of church Street and Kenneth Street 
and we wish them success in their 
new venture.  

Congratulations
We have just received news that the 
Mischa Macpherson Trio won the 
radio 2 Folk award. Innes White is a 
member of the trio and his parents are 
Paul and Sheila (nee Mackenzie), who 
lived at 30 Gress. his grandparents 
are alison and rodney Mackenzie. 
Well done to the Trio.

Condolences
Our sympathy goes to the family of 
Kitty Davis (Kitty Bheag), late of 38 
Gress, who  died on 23rd January 
aged 86 years. Kitty spent her married 
life in Manchester where her husband 
predeceased her a few years ago. 
We also think of her sister chrissie, 
the only one remaining of a family of 
seven.
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We also send our sympathy to anne 
Graham, 38 Gress, on the death of 
her aunt, annabel Finlayson, Laxdale. 
Our thoughts are also with her hus-
band charlie and the rest of the fam-
ily.

Get well Wishes
We are pleased to report that Donald 
Murray, 13 Gress, is at home and 
recovering after his stay in raigmore 
hospital.

We also send our good wishes to Ivor 
Ferguson, 11 Gress, who is still in 
hospital.

Upper Coll
Sympathy
The community sends its sympathy 
to Mrs Barbara Macdonald, 41 Upper 
coll, on the sad passing of her brother 
in law, Donald Macdonald, late of 
Tong.

Birthday Wishes
We send our congratulations and very 
best wishes to Mrs Seonag Thomson, 
40 Upper coll, who celebrates her 
birthday later this month.

A New Safe Pathway
There has been a hive of activity 
in the last week or two, as angus 
Mackay and Sons have been involved 
in the construction of a new pathway 
from the Gearraidh Ghuirm junction to 
the road leading to ‘the new houses’. 
cyclists, walkers, runners, parents 
with buggies and toddlers on bikes or 
pushing their dolls’ prams and those 
going to catch a bus, all look forward 
to being safe as they make their way 
from Gearraidh Ghuirm to Tong, with-
out having to go on the road.

Good Wishes
It is good to report that alastair 
Stewart, 13 Upper coll, is now able 
to have his walks on the beach again, 
after his recent indisposition. We send 
alastair our very best wishes.

New Houses
new houses are appearing in the 
village. One is fast growing behind 
Donald campbell’s Garage and 
the foundation for another house 
has been laid at 27 Upper coll. We 
look forward to more young families 

growing up in col Uarach and enjoy-
ing all the benefits of living here!

Hydro Works 
as we go to print, the Scottish hydro 
Boys are involved in major works in 
the village, upgrading the overhead 
electricity supply. Many will remem-
ber when there was no electricity in 
the village, when tilly and coleman 
lamps gave light and cooking was 
on the open fire with the crann and 
slabhraidh before the advent of the 
primus or paraffin stove. now the 
prospect of having long breaks in 
our electricity supplies over two days 
causes worry and makes us realise 
how dependent we are on electricity 
and the work of the hydro engineers.

toNG
Wedding in Jamaica

Tina and Derek

Married in Jamaica on the 5th 
november 2013 were Derek & Tina 
cook. Derek is the son of David and 
valerie cook, Glasgow, and Tina is 
the daughter of Donald (conn) and 
Margaret Maciver, 2 aird Tong. 

Condolences
The whole community of Tong and fur-
ther afield was deeply saddened  by 
the loss of two “stalwart” members of 
our village, (to quote our own minister, 
rev. c. I. Macleod) within a few days 
of each other. Both had served the 
community for many years in different 
ways.

Donald Macdonald, Poggy, 14 Tong, 
worked as the school janitor where he 
was held in very high esteem. That 
was made evident with the number 
of pupils and parents who lined up 
along both sides of the road, wait-
ing in the rain, to pay their respects 
when Donald’s remains passed on the 

way to Gress. We extend our sincere 
sympathy to Donald’s family, daughter 
anna and sons Paul, Murdo, norman 
and Don and their families. We also 
remember his brothers Iain and Finlay 
and all the extended family during the 
days ahead.

Mary Flora campbell, 16b Tong, 
served faithfully  as the Tong Mission 
house cleaner  for many years. The 
Mission house and Portacabin were 
filled to capacity for her funeral service 
and wake, which in itself proved the 
high esteem  in which she was held. 
We extend our sincere sympathy to 
her family, her son angus, daughters 
Joan, chrisell and catherine and 
their families. We also remember her 
extended family at this very difficult 
time. 

Fundraising Event
Tong caraidean are holding a fund-
raising Lunch in the Tong community 
centre on Saturday 22nd March. 
Everyone is cordially invited to come 
along and support this cause.

Engagement
anne and angus allan Macdonald, 
13a aird Tong, are delighted to 
announce the engagement of their 
daughter Kathlene to ali Morrison from 
assaye Place, Stornoway. We send 
our heartiest congratulations to the 
newly engaged couple.

New Baby

Baby Calum

David and Yvonne Maciver, 61 aird 
Tong, are delighted to announce the 
safe arrival of their son, calum David 
Maciver, born on 2nd February 2014 
at Western Isles hospital.  calum 
is the first grandchild for alex Don 
Maciver (Bahrain), catherine Maciver, 
1 Springside,Tong, and Joan Maclean, 
churchill Drive, Stornoway.
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at a surprise evening buffet in the Tong community 
centre on Saturday 26 January 2014, special presenta-
tions were made to three stalwarts of the Tong recreation 
association committee.  Their resignations from the 
committee had reluctantly been accepted at the aGM 
held in november.  

Tong community centre was officially opened in 1975 
and on the organising committee at that time was agnes 
hodgart.  She has been on the committee ever since and 
has been involved in organising fund raising events as 
well as leading some of the Tra day walks in 
harris and Lewis.  She is still actively 
involved in Tra events and is now 
often found assisting in the kitch-
en.  a quiet and unassuming 
helper, she has worked tire-
lessly for nearly forty years 
to keep the Tong hall as 
a central part of the Tong 
community.  She was 
presented with a gift and 
a bouquet of flowers by 
norman Macdonald - one of 
the recently elected members 
of the current Tra committee.

catherine Bubbles Macdonald has also 
been a long serving committee member 
of the Tra committee, being first elected 
as a teenager.  When the Trustees were 
desperately short of money, catherine came up with the 
idea of serving three course meals in the basement hall. 

Would there be a choice of menu?  Would everyone 
come together or should they come at set times?  how 
would the meals be prepared? Who would cook them? 
Who would serve them? Who would wash up after 
the meal?  and so the questions would keep com-
ing.  Undaunted, catherine said it would be done and it 
was.  She controlled everything just like the Tv chefs, 
shouting at people to make sure they did things prop-
erly!  however, the people working with her quickly got 
to know her ways, and a tremendous camaraderie was 
formed.  The popularity of these dinners grew rapidly and 
on one occasion 135 people were served a three course 
meal in the main hall.  catherine has tirelessly worked at 
events for the hall and has passed on a lot of her exper-
tise to the younger members of the committee.  norman 
Macdonald presented Bubbles with a gift and a bouquet 
of flowers.

although the Tong community centre was closed for 
renovations when the Moody family came to Tong in 
1991, when the Trustees held a public meeting to set up 
a committee to be responsible for running activities in 
the hall, christine and George both volunteered to help.  
christine became play leader and George helped with 
youth activities.  It was not long before George became 

Tra Treasurer and his organisational skills were such, 
that over his eighteen years of being Treasurer nearly 
half a million pounds was raised and spent on improving 
the facilities available to the people of Tong.  Whenever 
events were organised at the hall you could rely on 
George being in the background helping out.  his smil-
ing face and helpful attitude to all hall users will be sorely 
missed.  It was a great pleasure and pride for everyone 
present that George had been awarded the Loch a Tuath 
news citizen of the Year for 2013. 

In 2010 he officially gave up being Secretary and 
Treasurer of the Tra with these posi-

tions being taken over by Donna 
Murray and colm Fraser.  he 

has now given the Tra 
committee until September 
2014 to find replacements 
for him as caretaker 
and cleaner.  norman 
Macdonald presented 
George with gifts thank-

ing him for all the time and 
effort he had put into the 

hall over the last twenty two 
years.

There was a fourth presentation made 
by the Tra committee.  This was to 
christine Moody.  She was thanked 
for the work she did as play leader 

before she became Secretary of Tong Primary School and 
also for letting George spend so much of his time doing 
work for the Tong community centre.  Behind every good 
man is a good woman.  christine is no exception to this 
and the Tra presented her with a bouquet of flowers with 
their thanks.

On behalf of the recipients of gifts, George thanked the 
Tra committee and those present for their kind remarks.  
The four had all enjoyed being part of a team over the 
years and working for the good of Tong. They had confi-
dence in the new Tra committee and wished them well 
for the future.

Kenneth Macphail, chairman of the Tra, thanked George 
for his comments, invited councillor Donald crichton to 
say Grace, and then asked those present to help them-
selves to items from the buffet. 

In conversations after the buffet, it was clear that agnes, 
catherine and George would continue to support events 
run at the hall and would always be available for advice.  
new activities were being offered and it was perhaps 
fortuitous that a Sewing class had been held in the hall 
by community Learning hebrides that morning and had 
been very successful.  The next week the Lynn School 
of Dancing were holding a Burns night and it was hoped 
that other new events would appear in Tong Events 
advertised on Facebook and elsewhere.

Tong Recreation Association
Presentation to Retiring TRA Committee Members

catherine, christine, George and agnes 
at their Tra presentations
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Donald had spent his life as 
a fisherman at sea and had 
brought up a family of five 
children, when suddenly he 
found himself in retirement, 
a situation that he found, dif-
ficult to adapt to. Donald had 
led an active life and to sud-
denly find himself less than 
active, did not suit him at all. 
he had much yet to contrib-
ute to society, and in particu-
lar to the community in which 
he was born and in which he 
had grown up.

and so a new chapter began 
in his life as Donald joined 
the staff at Tong Primary 
School on 25th January 
2002. The school in which he had been taught as 
a young boy, he was now returning to as a retired 
man. he was officially employed as the crossing 
patrol attendant and the playground and dining room 
supervisor. however, as we are all very well aware, 
Donald did not limit himself to his contractual duties 
when it came to his work in Tong school. Donald 
was of the old school. he was a man who knew 
what the work ethic was, he had the work ethic and 
this was ably and clearly demonstrated in all that he 
did.

Shortly after he joined us, a School/community 
garden had been designed and developed at the 
school. Donald was the first to admit that he knew 
absolutely nothing about gardening. he didn’t know 
one end of a plant from the other. 

Who would ever have said that to be true? as 
Donald year on year, season after season, devel-
oped Tong School Garden and its poly tunnels into 
a place of beauty, splendour and unprecedented 
growth.

Through the years the poly tunnels produced water 
melons, honeydew melons and Galia melons, 
strawberries, grapes, corn on the cob, pumpkins, 

courgettes, cucumber and 
tomatoes, while the vegeta-
ble beds also produced every 
type of vegetable imagi-
nable. at the annual Lewis 
horticultural competitions, 
year on year, Tong School 
Garden and its produce tri-
umphed in almost every cat-
egory.

The fisherman had truly 
become an expert gardener!

But Donald wanted to pass 
his expertise on to the next 
generation. he set up a 
gardening team within the 
school made up of children 
from each class who worked 

with him at their lunch breaks in the poly tunnels 
and in the garden. he taught them the skills that he 
had learnt and worked with them guiding and teach-
ing them how to maintain the garden, taking pride in 
everything that they did.

But Donald’s work was not limited to term time. 
Every weekend, every holiday, Donald could be 
seen working tirelessly at Tong School. If it wasn’t a 
gardening tool he had in his hand, it would be likely 
to be a paintbrush or a sweeping brush or a hose. 
Donald took pride in maintaining the school and its 
surroundings to a standard that drew comment from 
all who passed by.

Many people popped in to the garden to see him 
and have a chat and admire his handiwork. They felt 
all the better for doing so.

In December 2007, Donald received the com-
munity’s recognition for his sterling work when he 
received the Loch a Tuath citizenship award at a 
surprise presentation in the school. Some of the 
comments of those who nominated him included “for 
his work in the community as well as in the school”:  
“for his kindness to our children”; “he is caring and 
always makes us happy”; “his conscientiousness in 

A Tribute to Mr Donald Macdonald, Tong

Donald with his prizewinning gladiola

For Donald, Tong School’s Mr Macdonald



7

the community gardens”.

Donald’s contribution to the life of the community 
and enhancing its reputation was recognised. 

To the children he was Mr Macdonald; a name that 
drew their respect, a name that resonated with all 
that was warm, caring and loving. To them he was 
like a grandfather figure within the school and so the 
family atmosphere of Tong school was nurtured.

Mr Macdonald was also a First aider and in his First 
aid kit he had something called “magic cream.” 
This magic cream and Mr Macdonald’s kind and 
soothing words did the trick every time. Tearful tots 
would leave his side with a smile on their face as 
they returned to the playground, having received the 
physical and emotional care that they needed.

Mr Macdonald was also an advisor to the children. 
With his years of life experience he could impart 
knowledge and give sound advice. at the end of 
each school year, when the Primary 7 pupils were 
moving on to secondary school and would hold their 
own school assembly, Mr Macdonald would give 
them wise counselling. Last year, we recall him tell-
ing them that as they moved into Secondary school 
they would meet lots of new people, but how impor-
tant it was for them to choose their friends wisely. 
he reminded them also never to forget the friends 
that they had made in Tong school; those with whom 
they had shared their formative years. he advised 
them to look out for one another, to care for one 
another and to remain faithful to all that they had 
been taught.

Wise words from a wise man. Donald’s wisdom was 
also in evidence throughout the many years that he 
served on the school’s Parent council. The com-
mittee recognised his years of life experience and 
greatly valued the input that he brought to bear on 
the decision making process.

But it is not only the children who had a special 
place in their hearts for Mr Macdonald. The staff 
of Tong school had great respect and admiration 
for Donald. Donald was a man of great integrity 
and honesty, and was as “straight as a die.” What 
Donald said, Donald meant. There were no sides 
to him.  all characteristics that are to be valued and 
highly prized. Besides that, Donald was always in 
the same happy mood. he would come into the 
staffroom with his smiling face and with a few words 

he would cheer up the dullest of days.

he always “got on to us” as a staff for the amount of 
chocolate that we seemed to get through. he main-
tained that he had never seen a place with so much 
chocolate. however, he was known to enjoy a few 
himself and secretly we also knew that he too had 
quite a “sweet tooth.”

Donald was dearly loved by all the staff. They held 
him in high esteem and affection. his warmth and 
sociability was visible to all who came in contact with 
him. after spending only a short time in his company 
you would quickly recognise the genuineness and 
sincerity of this hard working individual.  Everyone 
who met him was immediately drawn to him. With 
Donald, everyone mattered, everyone was impor-
tant. 

no matter who came to the school they very quickly 
got to know Donald and they remembered him for 
the true gentleman that he was.

Donald took Tong school and all who were in it to 
his heart and Tong school and all who were in it took 
Donald to their hearts.

a few titles that have been given to Donald these 
past days included: “a diamond,” “a true gem,” and 
“a real gent” and we can all wholeheartedly agree 
with that. 

Tong school will be the poorer for his passing; the 
community will be the poorer for his passing. he has 
left an indelible mark in our hearts and he has left us 
a legacy that will not be forgotten. his handiwork in 
and around the school and the community is evident 
for all to see, and is true testimony to a man who 
denied himself, and gave his all  to the school in 
which he was  a pupil and to the community in which 
he grew up.

In conclusion I would like to take an illustration from 
a flower in the garden and apply it to Donald, Tong 
School’s Mr Macdonald.

You can’t touch a rose

all wet with the dew

Without some of its fragrance

remaining on you.

D.K.
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From the Manse
Resurrection Reflections

Easter is upon us.  The resurrection of Jesus christ 
once again becomes the focal point. The words of 
Matthew 28:5-6 resonate:

‘Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who 
was crucified.  he is not here, for he has risen, as he 
said.’

nikolai Bukarin was a Soviet politician and commu-
nist theoretician.  In the early 1920s, Bukharin was 
sent from Moscow to Kiev to address a vast anti-God 
rally.  For one hour he brought to bear all the artillery 
of argument, abuse and ridicule upon the christian 
faith until it seemed as if the whole ancient structure of 
belief was in ruins.  

at the end there was silence.  Questions were invited.  
a man rose and asked if he could speak.  he was 
a priest of the Orthodox church.  he stood beside 
Bukharin, faced the people and gave them the ancient, 
liturgical Easter greeting, ‘christ is risen.’  

Instantly, the whole vast assembly rose to its feet, and 
the reply came back like a crash of breakers against 
the shore: ‘he is risen indeed.’  Bukharin was left 
speechless.  There was no reply.  There could not be.  
When all argument is ended, there remains a fact, the 
total fact of Jesus christ – our risen saviour.

christianity rests on the absolute certainty of Jesus’ 
resurrection as an event in history.  The Gospels have 
the resurrection as their great goal, with the empty 
tomb and resurrection appearances.  his resurrection 
is the great climax of the gospel story.  It demonstrates 
his victory over death.  It led to his ascension and 
present heavenly reign.  The resurrection of Jesus is 
ultimately our hope of eternal life.   

God sent his son, they called him, Jesus;
he came to love, heal and forgive;
he lived and died to buy my pardon,
an empty grave is there to prove my Saviour lives! 

Because he lives, I can face tomorrow,
Because he lives, all fear is gone;
Because I know he holds the future,
and life is worth the living,
Just because he lives!

(Bill Gaither)

have a happy and fulfilling Easter.  

Calum I Macleod

a warm welcome is extended to everyone in the com-
munity to attend Back Free church of Scotland. Services 
in Back and Tong during January 2013 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 2 March
12 noon: rev calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  rev alasdair I Macleod 

Sunday 9 March
10:30am: rev alasdair I Macleod
12 noon: Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)
6pm:  rev alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 16 March
10:30am: rev calum I Macleod
12 noon: rev calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  Mr andy Martin (MaF)

Sunday 23 March
10:30am: rev alasdair I Macleod
12 noon: rev calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  rev calum I Macleod

Sunday 30 March
11:30am: rev David Meredith  (communion)
6:30pm: rev David Meredith

Tong Mission House
Sunday 2 March
10:30am: rev calum I Macleod 

Sunday 9 March
6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

Sunday 16 March
12 noon: rev alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 23 March
6pm:  Mr neil Murray  (Gaelic)

Sunday 30 March
6:30pm: rev Iver Martin  (Gaelic)

March Service Times 

Monthly Family Service
Tong Mission House

Every 3rd Sunday @ 12 noon
 (With crèche facilities)

Sunday 16 March 2014
Preacher:  Rev. Alasdair I Macleod
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In Flanders Field 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

Lieutenant colonel John Mccrae,
MD (1872-1918)

Remembering WWI 1914-18
The Flanders Poppy (Papaver rhoeas) or Common Poppy

Do you remember when the crofts 
were full of wild flowers and pop-

pies? Loch a Tuath news 
would like to think that as 

a community we could 
create our own big 

‘remembrance Garden’ to 
commemorate the fallen 

of the First World War by 
planting Flanders poppy 

seeds in our gardens and 
open spaces.

The seeds will be available 
from Back Pharmacy for a 

small donation, and all monies 
raised will go towards helping 

the war veterans of today through 
Poppyscotland (The royal British Legion).

Please join us in our endeavour as a way of showing gratitude 
to those who over the years have made the ultimate sacrifice.

We Shall Keep the Faith
By Moina Michael,  November 1918

Oh!  you who sleep in Flanders Fields,
Sleep sweet - to rise anew!

We caught the torch you threw
and holding high, we keep the Faith

With all who died.

We cherish, too, the poppy red
That grows in fields where valour led;

It seems to signal to the skies
That blood of heroes never dies,

But lends a lustre to the red
Of the flower that blooms above the dead

In Flanders Fields.

and now the Torch and Poppy red
We wear in honour of our dead.

Fear not that ye have died for naught;
We’ll teach the lesson that ye wrought

In Flanders Fields.
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“They shall not grow old, as we that are left grow old; 
  Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
  At the going down of the sun, and in the morning

  We shall remember them.”

How This Most Elegant of Flowers Became a 
Symbol of Remembrance

The Red Poppy

The First World 
War (1914-1918) 
was known as 
the Great War 
(cogadh Mòr) 
that changed the 
world.  For those 
who laid down 
their lives, this 
year, one hundred 
years on, we con-
tinue to remem-
ber them.  It was 
during this war 
that the red poppy 
came to be a sym-
bol of remembrance, inspired by a poem written 
by a canadian Officer, named John Mccrae.  he 
enlisted in the canadian armed Forces as a vol-
unteer gunner at the age of 41.  It was during the 
second Battle of Ypres, in the Flanders region 
of Belgium, that his close friend, alexis helmer, 
was killed on May 2nd, 1915.  Mccrae conduct-
ed the funeral service of his close friend and it 
was during this brief service that he noted how 
poppies grew quickly around the graves of those 
who had died.  It had been noticed long before, 
during the napoleonic wars, that for some rea-
son, poppies grew in abundance around the 
graves of those buried.  This was seemingly due 
to the damaged landscape and the increased 
lime substance in the soil, which produced the 
ideal conditions for poppies to grow.  The follow-
ing day, after the burial of his friend, Mccrae was 
travelling in the back of an ambulance, where he 

hastily composed 
the poem, In 
Flanders Fields.

after the War, 
an american 
Professor, Moina 
Michael, who 
read the poem, 
vowed to wear a 
red poppy from 
Flanders Fields 
each year, in 
honour of the sol-
diers who died 
in the war.  She 
herself was so 

inspired by the last verse of In Flanders Fields 
that she also wrote a poem in response, entitled 
We Shall Keep the Faith.  She in turn distributed 
silk poppies and campaigned to have the poppy 
declared as an official symbol of remembrance 
by the american Legion.  

In 1920, a French lady, named Madame E. Guerin, 
attended the american Legion convention and 
was so impressed by what she witnessed that 
it inspired her to sell silk poppies in France, 
to raise money for war orphans.  In 1921, she 
organised poppy sellers to come to London 
before armistice Day.  This came to the attention 
of Field Marshall Douglas haig, who was co-
founder of the British Legion, and became the 
means of the red poppy becoming the symbol of 
remembrance to this day throughout the Empire, 
of those who sacrificed their lives in the Great 
War and all subsequent wars.
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Uganda and Congo Trip
having served in Uganda since 2003 to help build 
african Bible University it was good to return and 
to come along side our friends who have gradu-
ated and are now serving the Lord in their different 
Ministries.

First, in Kampala, we have Pastor Wilson who over-
sees a Primary school which my wife Ishbel has 
been trying to maintain. The school has two hun-
dred and thirty children with eighty of them orphans. 
It  had no electricity until we were able to have them 
connected. We were able to give food and firewood 
for the next three months and to help with teachers’ 
salaries and provide uniforms for the children.

We also started work on a new kitchen and the 
delivery of new water filters in order to get away 
from having to boil the water and to cut down on 
using fire wood.  a security fence was fitted so 
that the orphans staying at the school can sleep in 
safety.

My next mission was to get my friend from the 
congo, Pastor Upokie who ministers to the 
Pygmies, to come to Kampala so that we could go 
to the congolese Embassy there for my visa. This 
task can be very frustrating and challenging but 
the Lord went ahead of us and in two days I had 
received my visa. 

now we were ready to move to the congo. The 
best way in is by MaF Plane (Mission aviation 
Fellowship) The only problem was that it was okay 
to get in, but because of the war in South Sudan 
which necessitated  closing down for two weeks 
over christmas, I had to go overland to come back 
out of the congo. The cost for Pastor Upokie and 
myself to fly MaF into the congo was £150 each, a 

journey of about 1hour 30 minutes from Entebbe.

having arrived in Bunia congo, we were met then 
by Juliet, Pastor Upokie’s wife with three motor 
cycles. We were able then to start our work of try-
ing to secure the great need of a bore hole for the 
Pygmies. This was never going to be an easy jour-
ney because of the corruption in the congo. Our 
survey went well, although the cost was still high at 
£400, compared to Uganda where it was £200.

The nGO (non Government Organisation) of which 
I am a founding member in the congo is called 
Save the Vulnerable and we are registered with 

the congolese Government. The drill for 
doing the borehole belongs to them, but 
because of corrupt officials taking over 
the drill and operating it as a business, we 
became completely frustrated when they 
kept asking for too much money. I was 
prepared to do the borehole at a cost of 
£5000, but £7000 was asked for.

We walked away. Then the officials 
became abusive to Pastor Upokie asking 
him why he was supporting the white man, 
then telling him to come with the money 
that he had. at that point Pastor Upokie 
had to switch off his phone as they were 
trying to bribe him. 

We then went to visit the Pygmy Tribe 
deep in the forest. We travelled a very 

bumpy road on a motor cycle which friends in our 
congregation had bought for Pastor Upokie two 
years ago.  The Pygmy people live in the forest, 
hunting animals for food. They have never drunk 
clean water and river blindness is a huge problem 
for them due to washing in dirty water. I believe one 
day God will open the door for us to give them clean 
water. When Pastor Upokie preaches to them about 
The Lord Jesus christ they tell him to bring Jesus to 
them physically so that he can see how they live in 
the forest, not knowing that Jesus is a Spirit. 

So where are we with the Pygmy borehole? as we 
write we are in talks with a Dutch nGO who have a 
drill to do boreholes. They are some distance away 
but they have not ruled out doing the work for the 
Pygmies.  The other option we have  is a friend of 
mine in Kampala, Bob Wright, who has his own drill 
and who did the borehole at african Bible University, 
but he does fear the corruption. We have deposited 
£2600 to start the borehole when the timing is cor-
rect.

The Primary School in Kampala which Ishbel helps to maintain
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My journey back from congo was very challenging 
on christmas day. We left Bunia congo at 6 am on 
our motor cycle for a ride which took three hours 
over the mountains down to Lake albert Kesengie, 
congo Side. We met with corruption big style in 
these offices over my Yellow Fever certificate. The 
officals kept wanting more and more money for 
administration. We did not pay as Upokie preached 
to them about wanting bribes. Then it was a sail 
across the lake to Uganda taking over four hours, 
with fifteen of us on the boat. The crossing 
went well, although the engine did 
stop three times on the way. On 
the third time I did get a little 
worried, but we had just 
run out of fuel. We land-
ed at Tirokke on the 
Uganda side and got 
through customs this 
time with no hassle. I 
was then on my way 
to Kampala, stopping 
off in the town of Fort 
Portal overnight then 
moving on in the morning 
to Kampala.

My next journey was up to 
northern Uganda to Kitgum near 
the South Sudan Border where we have 
Pastor Wilson Okot, a reformed light for the 
Lord, in a place that suffered much through twenty 
years of rebel war. We were able to give him a 
new motor cycle for his teaching ministry and come 
alongside him with bibles and catechisms. he also 
introduced me to his fiancé Sante who has a small 
drugs store called LIGhThILL. We have also been 
able to supply him with bullocks for ploughing. 

I also met Grace, a former student, who graduated 
last May and who was sponsored by the Upper coll 
fellowship. She is waiting to be married, but the 

culture of the dowry bride price is causing a delay 
as they are poor.

Then it was on to Lira where Pastor charles agonya 
oversees ten churches. here I saw the clean water 
flowing from the bore hole funded by our own island 
community. It was really humbling to see it work so 
well. also we were able to come alongside the com-
munity with four hundred catechisms and two hun-
dred and sixteen Bibles in their own language, from 
our church. The borehole project worked really well 

in Uganda with the government coming 
in on one side and the donor on 

the other side, and the church 
in the middle who look after 

the maintenance of the 
well. 

I am now back work-
ing at harris Tweed 
hebrides who have 
been very supportive 
of our work in africa 
along with the weavers. 

re-entry is never easy 
for me coming back into 

our very privileged life style, 
having left my Pastor friends in 

very challenging situations. I was 
not able to visit rev Issac Ephraim in 

Ezo, South Sudan, due to the war. his wife 
and family are safe in Uganda, but he cannot move 
from South Sudan at the moment until there is a 
cease fire. 

I would like to thank you all for your continuing sup-
port to our mission work in Uganda, congo, and 
South Sudan.  

Our support account is at royal Bank of Scotland 
Stornoway, Sort Code, 83 27 12, Account No. 
00102848.

Blessings, Kenny John and Ishbel.

Sailing across Lake Kesengie from the Congo side to Tirokke 
in Uganda

Pastor Wilson Okot’s fiance’s drugstore, ‘Light Hill’

Clean water!
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Sgoil a’ Bhac
Football Trip
Our senior football team have been busy training 
full-out with the help of our janitor, Dano Macdonald, 
for their upcoming trip to the Soccer Sevens north 
Finals in Dundee on 20th March. It is a major 
achievement that Sgoil a’ Bhac has qualified for 
this competition and will be representing not just 
Back but the whole of the Western Isles in the tour-
nament. They will be playing against teams from 
Inverness, aberdeen, Dundee, Perth and Skye dur-
ing the Finals and, if they are successful, they will 
have the chance to go on to play in the national 
Finals in Glasgow later in the year.

The team have been working hard to fundraise to 
cover the costs of the trip and the team members 
would like to thank all the parents, families, friends 
and sponsors who have contributed to making the 
trip possible. They would like to particularly thank 
the Parent council for their donation to the trip.

Well Done Calum
We would like to congratulate calum Maclennan 
from GM6-7. he has recently been selected to par-
ticipate in a Lewis and harris under-13 select foot-
ball team. he will now go on to play for Lewis and 
harris against a team from the Uists. From there, he 
has the opportunity to be picked for a Western Isles 
select team to play on the mainland.  

Bethesda Donation
We recently invited Mr Dr Macdonald from 
Bethesda nursing home to the school to receive 
two donations totalling £200. The first donation was 
from the Parent council and the second was from 

the school.  They 
are in addition 
to the money 
raised directly by 
Bethesda by their 
attendance at our 
christmas concert 
last December.

We would like to 
thank Mary, our cook, who made a christmas cake 
that was raffled at the concert in aid of Bethesda.

Parent Council Bag Packing
Our Parent council raised an amazing £845.76 on 
Saturday 8th February with an all-day bag-packing 
stint in Tesco. The Parent council and the school 
would like to thank everyone who volunteered to 
help on the day. all your efforts were much appreci-
ated and the funds raised made all that work worth-
while.

School Website www.sgoilabhac.org.uk   

Most features and content of the new school web-
site are now live. We would like to encourage par-
ents, families and members of the community to visit 
the website to get the latest news from the school. 
as well as sharing news, the website contains a lot 
of information and communication about the school 
and we would welcome comments on the items pub-
lished on the site.  as well as visiting our website, 
you can follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

Chinese New Year Competition Winners

as part of the celebration of chinese new Year and 
to mark the beginning of the Year of the horse, the 
canteen staff ran an art competition for P1-3 and 

Football Team



15

P4-7. The winners were Oscar Sobul (E1-2) and 
Mairi Macrae (G6-7).  They are pictured with their 
winning artwork and prizes of argos vouchers pro-
vided by the school catering service.

Sports Festival Rowing 
Six teams from Sgoil a’ Bhac took part in the Sports 
Festival rowing competition last week. all the chil-
dren who participated did a great job and that they 
really enjoyed the competition. We need to give a 
special mention to ‘Back Boys (with a Girl)’ This 
team won every single race they took part in.

Healthy Working Lives Silver Award
For a number of years, Sgoil a’ Bhac has been 
participating in the nhS healthy Working Lives 
scheme. The purpose of this initiative is to encour-
age staff to regularly consider health issues and fac-
tors that affect healthy lifestyles such as exercise, 
diet, stress, illness and so on.

Sgoil a’ Bhac was recently re-accredited for the 
healthy Working Lives Silver award. We hope 
to soon begin working towards achieving a Gold 
award. Mrs c Macleod attended an awards presen-
tation recently where she accepted the Silver award 
on behalf of the school staff.  We’d like to thank Mrs 
Macleod for her work in co-ordinating and promot-

ing Sgoil 
a’ Bhac’s 
healthy 
Working 
Lives pro-
gramme.

Get Well 
Soon
We would 
like to 
wish cathy 
Morag 
Macleod 

from our canteen a speedy recovery and look for-
ward to welcoming her back to work in the near 
future.

Cross Country Success
Pupils from Sgoil a’ Bhac have been competing 
throughout this winter in the Lewis and harris cross 
country Winter Series. The third and final race in 
this competition was held on Saturday 7th February 
and our school was well represented in the field of 
runners. We’d like to give special mention to Steven 
Mutch from P6 who was the winner on Saturday 
and overall series winner in the Under 11 boys.

Back Boys (with a Girl)Rowing

Bethesda

HWL Award Cross Country
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Nursery News

Food Glorious Food

The children in the nursery had a good time making 
some ‘rocky road’ cakes for valentine’s day this 
month.

Chinese New Year

Kung Hei Fat Choy!
The canteen staff ran a competition for the start 
of the chinese new Year (this is the year of the 
horse).  DuLin from P7 and Joel from P3 came 
first and Sarah P1, Liam P2, Edith P3, cailean P4, 
Faith P5,  Tori P6 and Joanna P7 were runners up.  
Thank you everyone who took part.

Primary 5, 6 & 7 Boys Breakdancing! 
On the 24th January the P5, 6&7 boys had a break-
dancing session. 

“It was much better than I expected.”

Aaron, P5

“I would like to do it again and it was really fun. “

Harry, P5

Breakdancing Fun
Primary 1 and 2 enjoyed a Breakdancing demon-
stration from Joshua, Primary 7 on 21st February.  
Joshua encouraged the younger children to join 
in with his warm-up and then showed some of his 
special moves.  Primary 1 and 2 wish to add a spe-
cial ‘thank you’ to Joshua for showing us how to 
Breakdance.

Cross Country 
Success
18 very muddy 
pupils took part in 
the recent cross 
country series race 
3 in the castle Grounds.  The boys under 11 team 
came in first place and the girls under 11 team 
came in second.  Well done everybody!

Burns’ Supper
We piped in the haggis which we enjoyed at a spe-
cial lunch on Friday 24th January.

Fair fa’ your honest, sonsie face,
Great chieftain o the puddin’-race!
Aboon them a’ ye tak your place,
Painch, tripe or thairm:
Weel are ye worthy o’ a grace
As lang’s my arm.

Mr MacDonald
Our very good friend Mr MacDonald came in to tell 
P1/2 about what life was like when he was at school 
– a  bit different from our school life nowadays!

Mad Hair Day
Mad hair Day was on the 31st January.  Money 
raised went towards school funds.  We managed to 
raise the sum of £85.

New Journalists
Meet our new journalistic team who will be keep-
ing Loch a Tuath news up-to-date with all the latest 
news from Tong school.

Tong School

Making ‘Rocky Road’ cakes

DuLin MacLachlan and Steven MacAulay P7
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Burns’ Supper at Lunchtime

Mr MacDonald talking to P1 and 2

Primary 5, 6 & 7 Boys Breakdancing!

Mad Hair Day

Joshua and Primary 1 & 2 Breakdancing
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MUrDO MacKaY PLanT hIrE

access roads, Site clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524



19

D. S. Murray, writer and poet of Ness, is at present working 
on writings celebrating the 150th Anniversary of Stornoway 
Port Authority. In his research he came across the details of 
the arrival in Stornoway of the fleeing Estonians on the Astrid, 
an event described by Allan Ogston in Memories of Gress, 
1948, in the February issue of Loch a Tuath News. Donald 
was inspired to write the accompanying poem after seeing 
newspaper photographs of the boat and her passengers, 
berthed at North Beach Quay, in Stornoway Harbour. 

Estonian Children on the Astrid
Estonian Children on the Astrid

The children whisper

of their parents’ hope

that one day winter

will melt away,

its shadows dwindling

like these long-coated men

who stand above them

on the quay,

as those who guarded 

ocean in their homeland,

halted sail and oar

when rays

of daylight had receded,

halting them from setting foot 

on rock or sand

or setting out to sea

in dark or twilight

to dip nets deep in water,

each line barbed like the gulag-wire

that stopped their nation swimming free.

This photograph was printed in The 
Bulletin, a newspaper no longer in print

Estonian Refugees   (SY Gazette, July 1948)
Sunday 11 July:  at about noon the motor boat Astrid of Gothenburg, Sweden, came into Stornoway. Twelve 
men, ten women and seven children who had been in Sweden for the previous four years departed Gothenburg 
on 5th July, but sea sickness and bad weather put them into Stornoway.  various peoples of the town were 
thanked for fish, milk and chocolate.

(Editor’s Note: As regards the chocolate, Sandy Matheson, Stornoway, still remembers his mother giving 
‘goodies’ to the Astrid passengers. As a very small boy, he was filled with excitement as one day he made 
his way down the town clutching his mother’s hand as she went into every shop possible, using her precious 
coupons to procure sweets and cakes. Sandy excitedly thought that there must be a big party in the offing and 
still clearly recalls the disappointment he felt as his mother went down the ‘greasy steps’ at North Beach Quay 
and handed over the goodies to the Estonians!

Other older children remember going to the quay at lunchtime from school and ‘gawping’ at the Estonian 
refugees on the boat, the aromas of cooking and tobacco emanating being very different from the usual SY 
Harbour smells.)

6th August:  More Estonians arrived and also word that on the previous Sunday a telegram from St Johns, 
newfoundland reported the arrival of Astrid. The second party of seventy three people arrived on Ostervag.
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket arrangements

Silk Dried Flower arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

a Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

credit and Debit cards accepted

Willowglen Garden centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559
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Comhairle Column Catriona Stewart

The February series of comhairle meetings, which is 
budget setting time for the forthcoming financial year, 
is always difficult and at times somewhat fraught.

This year was no exception, even allowing for the fact 
that we had agreed a two year budget last February. 
The comhairle, like all local authorities, has a legal 
obligation to set a budget by the 15th of February 
every year. Setting a budget and arriving at a consen-
sus that accords with the wishes of thirty one members 
of the comhairle is challenging and almost impossible.

I am sure that those of you who took part in the on-
line exercise last year appreciated just how difficult 
the choices facing us were and are. changes to the 
previously agreed budget include the introduction of a 
living wage, excluding Islands allowance; an increase 
in time for Unison and Unite officials; the continuation 
of the Inter-Island Business Development Scheme at 
a rate of 30%, until rET is introduced on the Sound of 
harris and Barra routes and the provision of a coach 
to provide transport to Laxdale school from  newvalley, 
Bennadrove road, Marybank, Willowglen and Gleann 
Dubh junction, on the basis that non-entitled pupils will 
pay fares in accordance with the comhairle’s home to 
School policy.

During the course of the next few months we will begin 
to look in earnest at the budget for 2015/2016 in the 
knowledge that we may have to look at a reduction of 
between £8.5 and £10 million across departments. as 
in previous years, there will be opportunities for any-
one who wishes, to attend consultation meetings and 
make their views known using the on-line survey.

Following the resignation of archie campbell and 
charlie nicolson as chair and vice-chair respectively 
of the Sustainable Development committee, alasdair 
Macleod was elected as chair and our own Donald 
was unanimously elected as vice-chair of the commit-
tee. We all expressed our appreciation for the work 
archie, as chair of the committee over the last 10 
years, and charlie, have undertaken on  behalf of the 
comhairle and our communities over the years. We 
wish the new team well for the rest of the comhairle 
term and I know they will work together for the good of 
all the communities in the Western Isles.

as I write this column the pathway from the Gearraidh 
Ghuirm junction to the road leading to the new houses 
is nearing completion. Ward monies from all three 
councillors helped fund this pathway, in common with 
most of the pathways in the ward. It will now be pos-
sible to cycle or walk safely round Tong and Gearraidh 
Ghuirm without having to step onto the road.

The increased visibility at the Inner coll junction as 
a result of the recent works carried out by Duncan 
Mackay and Sons, who are replacing water mains in 
the district, has been appreciated by all who regularly 
use this stretch of road. The summer months will be 
a test of the effectiveness of the widening of the path-
way.

The days are lengthening, Spring is in the air and the 
Easter holidays are within sight. Spring planting and 
peat cutting will soon be challenging those who appre-
ciate the fruits of the garden and the aroma of the 
moor. Whether in garden, croft or moor I trust we all 
get the opportunity to enjoy warmer spring days.

after two years’ work and several revisions and 
proof readings,  Sgoil a’Bhac Memories Through 
the Ages 1878-2012 will be on sale at Easter 
time!

The book group has enjoyed producing the book 
– all 272 pages! – and the group members hope 
its readers will find it equally enjoyable and worth-
while. We are sure it will stimulate long-forgotten 
memories for many and encourage younger 
readers to appreciate how different their lives 
are from those of their grandparents and great 
grandparents.

The date has yet to be confirmed, but there 

will be an official Book Launch in Sgoil a’Bhac 
at Easter time to which everyone is invited. 
Softback and hardback copies of Sgoil a’Bhac 
Memories Through the Ages 1878-2012 will be 
on sale at the Launch, and following that will be 
on sale in the School, in Gordon Diesel’s and at 
outlets in Stornoway.

The number of books being published is limited 
so make sure you order/buy your copy early to 
avoid disappointment as we expect them to sell 
quickly.

any profits will be donated to Sgoil a’Bhac.

At Long Last!
Sgoil a’Bhac Memories Through the Ages 1878-2012
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JOHN A FINLAYSON
JOInErY & BUILDInG SErvIcES

JOHN ALEX FINLAYSON
JOInEr

SPrInGSIDE hOUSE
TOnG, STOrnOWaY
ISLE OF LEWIS
07768 205834 / 01851 706567 aFTEr 6PM

marion@finlayson24.fsnet.co.uk
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The Duke of Edinburgh’s 
award (DofE) is a real 
adventure from beginning 
to end. It doesn’t mat-
ter who you are or where 
you’re from. Young people 
in Broadbay are taking up 
the challenge and achiev-
ing their DofE awards.

In november, at the Duke 
of Edinburgh’s award 
ceremony in Stornoway, 
13 members of the group 
received their awards at 
Bronze or Silver level. To 
achieve this they took part in a range of activities, 
and committed their time. Young people volunteered 
at the church creche, Bible Buddies, Dun Berisay 
and in football coaching. The skills they developed 
were baking, art, melodeon, horse handling and gar-
dening. Some also took part in football, walking, run-
ning and cycling to complete their physical section.

The Bronze Group’s Expedition took place from 
huisinish to Loch Leosaid and they completed a 
15 mile walk over two days.  The Silver group’s 
expedition took them from huisinish to Miabhaig. 
The expedition is particularly challenging, yet very 
rewarding. One of the young people said “I am glad 
that I participated in Duke of Edinburgh awards as 
I learnt many skills that will be useful for me in the 
future. Together with the others in my group we share 
a bond and many fun memories; we can now have 

a laugh about how wet we 
got on the practice expe-
dition, though we were 
not laughing at the time! 
I also enjoyed the whole 
experience and would 
recommend it to others.”

Thanks must go to all groups 
in the community who sup-
port young people through 
their award, without your 
willingness they would not 
be able to be so success-
ful in their achievements.  

DofE is a fantastic opportunity to volunteer and to 
help motivated young people to achieve an award. 
Training is provided to all volunteers. Training is 
FrEE and accredited, all you need to do is be 
willing to give up a few Saturdays for training. 

The Broadbay Open group is supported by anne 
ramsay and Erica clark. While it is wonderful that 
the numbers in the Broadbay group are increasing, 
to support them as effectively as we would like we 
need more volunteers. We are looking for adults 
who can spare some time to help our DofE group by 
giving general support, i.e. admin, help run one sec-
tion or give specific training. We are also looking for 
Expedition volunteers to support our young people 
in the outdoor adventures. If this is something you 
would be interested in, please contact community 
Learning and Development on 01851 822 714.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme

Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Presentation
Back Row: Tearlach Barden, 
Peter Macdonald, John Maciver, 
Sarah Macleod, Eleanor Mairi 
Smith, Isabelle Bain
Middle Row: catherine 
Macdonald, Leanne Macdonald, 
Jane Macinnes, Elgin Sammons, 
Elizabeth anderson
Front Row: Erica clark (group 
leader/cLD) Jonathan Murray 
(expedition leader), anne 
ramsay (group leader), Janet 
Murray (cLD).

Catherine, Eleanor and Leanne on expedition
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It was lovely to hear from the families of the Coll 
lady who gave birth at Coll Bridge and of Murdo 
Macmillan, the miller at Gress who were featured 
in last month’s gleanings from the Highland News, 
and to hear further details about these articles.

This month we add to the story of the Coll Bridge 
Baby and next month we will hear more about the 
Gress Mill Accident as space does not permit us 
in this issue.

Birth at the Roadside 1900

Peigi Macleod (Peigi Dholly) from Upper coll mar-
ried Kenneth Maciver (coinneach an Saighdear, 
am Brah-win) from coll. They lived in a black 
house at Outend coll and eventually built the 
taigh geal at 81 Outend coll, the furthest out 
house in the village.

Peigi walked from coll to Stornoway, as was com-
mon then, with a creel of fish on her back, while 
heavily pregnant. She bought provisions to take 
home and continued her return journey. She was 
met at the Leann Dubh by a passing doctor, who 
recognised that she was in labour but she refused 
help from him. She eventually gave birth to baby 
annie at coll Bridge.

She carried the baby in her apron to her home 
at Outend and was met by alex John Dhomhnuill 
Dholly (her nephew) on the way. On being asked 
what she had in her apron she replied,”piseagan”, 
and carried on to the black house. a doctor was 
then called to attend to her. Baby annie became 
known as anna Bheag na Drochaid.

annie was the first born and her mother went on 
to have five more children -  Donald who went to 
australia, Joanna, 5 coll, christine who went to 
Glasgow, calum, ropehill cottage and John, 83 
coll.

Loch a Tuath Gleanings from the 

Annie, the Coll Bridge Baby, aged eight with adult unknown

Back Row: Donald, christina, annie (with baby), John. Front: Peigi and Kenneth, their parents
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Throughout her life annie never felt the cold 
and she maintained it was due to the fact that 
she had been born in the open air. Later in life, 
when she was married, she would come into 
the house and if it was too warm would immedi-
ately open the windows, only to be told to close 
them by her husband, coinneach an Sìne, with 
the words,” cha deach a h-uile duine a breith 
a-muigh!”

annie and coinneach went on to have five chil-
dren, four boys and a girl. Donald Ferguson, 
(the cearc), is the only surviving member of 
their family and he lives at 66 newmarket.

Highland News, A Follow-up
Peigi and Coinneach, Annie’s parents

L to R Back Row: David Davidson, Stewart Maclennan, ruaraidh Macleod, Jordan Macdonald, 
Stewart Smith, Lauren Mackenzie, Danielle Murray, craig Macleod, alasdair Macdonald, Sean 
Gilligan, Seamas Bethan, calum Whytock, Sean Macdonald.

Middle Row: coinneach Smith, Daisy Macdonald, anne Marie Macleod, Katy Graham, Emma 
Macleod, Shannon Macleod, amy ramsey, robert Maclennan.

Bottom Row: Leanne campbell, Emily currie, Lois Mackenzie hannah Miller.

Back Former Pupils at 6th Year 
Christmas Dance
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Back in Time      
Obituaries
We regret to record two deaths which occurred recently.  
John Graham, 5 Coll, passed away unexpectedly at the 
age of 83 years.  Mr Graham was a fisherman as a young 
man.  Despite his advanced age, he was confined to the 
house only for a few days before the end.  He was a per-
fect neighbour, always cheerful.  He was predeceased by 
his wife a number of years ago, and is survived by a son 
and daughter, both married, and by nine grandchildren.

Mrs Margaret Maclennan, 4 Coll, died on 28th February, 
aged 80 years.  Mrs Maclennan was in indifferent health 
for over 4 years but bore her illness with Christian 
patience and fortitude.  She was nursed by her youngest 
daughter, Bella.  She is survived by her husband, 4 sons, 
3 daughters and 20 grandchildren.  2 sons and 1 daughter 
are married in USA.

We also regret to record the death of Mr Alexander John 
Murray, 21 Coll, which occurred in the Lewis Hospital 
on Friday morning, 18th February, the day follow-
ing admission. The deceased, who was aged 55 years, 
had been in indifferent health for a number of months.  
Previous to his illness, Mr Murray was employed by a 
contractor engaged on work of national importance at 
Stornoway.  Physically he was above the average and 
well fitted for the calling of fisherman which he fol-
lowed in peace time.  He was of a quiet and friendly 
disposition.  He is survived by his widow and two young 
children.  The funeral, which took place on the 19th, was 
largely attended.  The sympathy of the community is 
extended to the bereaved family.

Wedding
A pretty wedding took place at New Street, Back, 
recently, when Annie, eldest daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Donald Morrison became the bride of Murdo Macleod, 
eldest son of the late Murdo Macleod and Mrs Macleod, 
1 Gress.  Rev Roderick Mackenzie performed the mar-
riage ceremony.  The bride, who was given away by 
her father, was dressed in a gown of white satin.  Her 
long tulle veil was held in place by white feathers and 
orange blossom.  She wore shoes to match.  There were 
3 bridesmaids.  Morag, the groom’s sister, was dressed in 
pale blue, with headdress and shoes to match.  The other 
bridesmaids, Annabella Macleod, 35 Back, cousin of the 
bride, and Mary Ann Macleod, the groom’s sister, were 
dressed in blue and rose pink respectively.  The duties 
of the groomsman were ably performed by Mr George 
Morrison, the bride’s brother.  After the ceremony, a large 
number of guests were entertained to a sumptuous repast, 
at which the health and happiness of the newly weds was 
duly toasted.  The happy couple received a large sheaf of 
congratulatory telegrams, including several from broth-
ers serving abroad.  They also received numerous useful 

presents and a large sum of money. Quite a number of 
servicemen home on leave attended the wedding.  The 
bridegroom, who is a naval reservist, has now returned to 
his base.  We wish them a long life of happy companion-
ship.

Tribute
The news that Alexander Martin, junior, of 17 Vatisker, 
Back, is missing presumed killed, touched a chord of rare 
feeling in me.  True, the Grim Reaper has not yet taken 
toll of my own nearest kith and kin, but outside them 
nobody else’s departure from this life could have grieved 
me so much.  Sandy was a rare jewel.  He had a charm-
ing character, and a quiet and lovable nature, coupled 
with manly beauty and a mind and body brimming with 
vitality.  Sandy would be missed by his friends even for 
a minute’s absence from their company.  He shared in all 
his friends activities, maintained always a balanced and 
steady outlook on life and was an example of temper-
ance and good nature.  He was popular on his own side 
of Broadbay, from Tong to Tolsta, and in other parts of 
the island as well. Although a native of Shader, Point, I 
was his very close friend until this dreadful war parted 
us, and I feel that I must pay my tribute to his memory.  
We corresponded once or twice since we joined up and 
I always looked forward to seeing him again.  But fate 
has made its own arrangements.  I offer my deepest sym-
pathy to his father and mother and relatives at Back and 
elsewhere.  The following verse of Scripture should be 
the greatest consolation of all who loved him- “If I take 
the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost 
parts of the sea, even there also shall Thy hand lead me, 
and Thy right hand shall hold me”.   AJ McG., Shader, 
Point.

First To Go
Of the boys sitting on the benches at Back Public 
School when war was declared in 1939, the first to go 
on service is William Murray Macleod, formerly of the 
Schoolhouse.  One of the keenest members of the local 
ATC unit, and it’s first Sergeant, William, volunteered 
shortly after he was 17years for service with the RAF, 
and the day after his 18th birthday found him with the 
colours.

On Leave
Those on leave recently were- Katie Ann Maciver, 
WAAF, 48 Back;  Angus Maciver, RNR, 48 Back;  
Norman Macdonald, RNR, 13 Vatisker;  Donald 
Morrison, RCA, 22 Back;  John Graham, RCA,  55 
Back;  David Macneil, RCA, 20 Back;  Murdo Macaulay, 
RA, 19 Coll;  Murdo Maciver, RNR, 40 Coll; Alex John 
Macaskill,  L/Bdr RHA.  The last 3 servicemen men-
tioned had to walk home seven miles through the snow, 
after the arrival of the mailboat.

     March 1944
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The above photo is not a familiar sight in our present 
day, but many years ago it was most essential to any 
who worked their croft.  It is that of an òtrach with 
two grapachan or ... a heap of manure with two dung 
forks.  The òtrach above is 
good, mature horse 
manure and it is 
out in the Back 
common graz-
ing and is 
available to 
any locals 
who wish to 
take some for 
their own use.  
It is ideal for dig-
ging into the soil or for 
mulching round your exist-
ing plants - ideal for covering the rhu-
barb plot, along with some seaweed.

Last month was a relatively busy month preparing for 
spring and summer.  I made a number of paving slabs 
in readiness for creating walkways in various parts of 
the garden.  These were made using simple wooden 
frames and filling them with a mixture of gravel and 
cement. 

The common dogwood bare-rooted plants arrived and 
were immediately planted to form a hedge, along with 
two victoria plum trees, which hopefully will grow.  I 
decided to change the compost in the fuchsia pots 
and, on loosening the soil from the roots, I noticed 
quite a number of white grubs about.  To my dismay I 

discovered this was the grub of the vine weevil, which 
is most destructive to plants and can only be removed 
by hand.  This grub can cause damage to the roots, 
especially to the finer newly-developed roots, and I 
did notice last year that the fuchsia flowers were not 

at their best.

This year’s leek seeds are already planted 
and are germinating in the kitchen.  I went 
for the old favourite called Musselburgh, 
which proved very successful last year, 
having lost none through bolting. 

a flower I’ve taken a liking to, though I 
don’t recall having planted it before, is 
the gladiola.  Gladioli come in half-hardy 
corms and grow to a metre high.  It is 
better to plant them in clusters in order 
that they may support one another.

 another flower which we are encouraged to plant, to 
commemorate WW1, is the poppy.  There is a dainti-
ness about poppies.  The buds bow their heads, the 
petals flutter in the breeze and the flower is most 
beautiful.For all their apparent daintiness they are by 
no means delicate, but quite hardy and easy to grow 
in any reasonable garden soil and they thrive in sun 
or partial shade.

(Editor’s note, look out for an image of a beauti-
ful prizewinning gladiola in the tribute to Mr Donald 
Macdonald, on Pages 6&7)

From the Poileagan

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...Planning and Preparing

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LaTn or cash 
for £33.00 to Mrs M. a. Davidson, 3a new Street, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, hS2 0Lh.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £33.00
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Òtrach le dà 
ghràpa (manure 
with two forks)
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STORNOWAY TAXI AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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Curried Cheese Tart
“I make a really good curried cheese Tart...”

and that is how friendships are born.  I had to try this 
recipe, it sounded so intriguing so without too much per-
suasion I was introduced to the concept of cheese and 
curry in the one dish.  having cooked it, and tasted a 
little bit (January diet, don’t you know) I can report back 
that this is simply delicious.  I can imagine it’s going 
to taste even better when it’s allowed to cool (in other 
words, at one o’clock in the morning when I’m sneaking 
down to the fridge for some late night sustenance.

Ingredients:
For the pastry
75g plain flour
75g plain whole wheat flour
pinch of salt
75g chilled butter, diced
3 - 4 tablespoons cold water

For the filling
2 tablespoons mango chutney
1 tablespoon oil
1 red pepper, cored, seeded and sliced
½ onion, peeled and finely chopped
50 g cashew nuts
teaspoon of chopped dried curry leaves
4 oz. red Leicester, grated (If you don’t have any to 
hand, good cheddar is just as tasty in this recipe)
1 teaspoon curry powder
pinch of saffron
½ teaspoon dried mango powder
2 eggs, beaten
150ml single cream
2 tablespoons chopped fresh parsley
Salt and freshly ground black pepper

Preheat your oven to 180°c, gas mark 4, 350°F and 
begin by making the pastry. Sieve the flours together 
with the salt and rub in the chilled butter until you get 
a fine breadcrumb mixture. Stir in the cold water until 
you have a firm but pliable dough. Knead together into 
a round, flatten slightly and cover with cling film. chill in 
the fridge for half an hour. 

Meantime, start to prepare your filling. Pop the oil into 
a sauté pan and gently fry the onion and red pepper for 
five minutes until softened. add the cashew nuts and 
curry leaves. cook over a gentle heat for a further 3 to 
4 minutes. Set aside to cool.

In a large jug, beat together the eggs, cream, parsley, 

spices and a good pinch of salt and pepper.Grate the 
cheese.

after half an hour or so, take the pastry out of the 
fridge and roll out to fit an 18” loose bottomed pie dish. 
Line the pastry case with some foil and fill with baking 
beans. Bake in the oven for 15 minutes.

remove and allow to sit for 5 minutes. Spread the base 
of the pastry with a good layer of mango chutney. Top 
with the sautéed onion, nuts and pepper mix. Top this 
with the cheese. Slowly pour over the eggs, cream and 

spices. Pop back in the oven for a further 
30 - 40 minutes. remove from the 

oven and leave to cool slightly 
before easing out of the tin.

For the Chick Pea and 
Lentil Dahl
(now, before I get torn to 
shreds, I don’t make any 
claims of authenticity here.  

This is just my version of the 
classic Indian accompaniment 

which goes beautifully with the 
tart and is made from simple, store 

cupboard ingredients.)

½ an onion, chopped
400g tin of chopped tomatoes
400g tin of chickpeas, drained
200g tin of puy lentils, drained
150g new, baby potatoes, quartered, boiled and drained 
(no need to peel them)
a cup of frozen peas
2 teaspoons finely chopped fresh ginger
1 tablespoon curry powder
1 teaspoon dried mango powder
1 tablespoon of ghee
season with salt and freshly ground pepper to taste

Melt the ghee in a sauté pan. Gently fry the onion till it 
turns transparent. Toss in the potatoes, ginger, lentils 
and chickpeas. add the curry powder and dried mango 
powder. Stir and cook off for a couple of minutes. add 
about 3/4 of the tinned tomatoes.  continue to cook for 
another 10 minutes over a low heat, adding more of the 
tomatoes if necessary. 

Using a wooden spoon or fork, break down some of the 
chickpeas and potatoes, not too many - you don’t want 
a plate of mush.  add the peas, stir through and heat 
gently again for another 5 - 6 minutes. 

Serve immediately on some naan bread with salad 
leaves and a slice of the curried cheese tart.
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Material for  
publication in the APRIL issue of Loch a Tuath News must be 

in before WEDNESDAY 19th MARCH 2014

The royal navy bomb 
squad from Faslane 
blew up a suspicious 
military explosive 
device on Gress Beach 
in February. The police 
guarded the area over-
night until the explo-
sive experts arrived 
and it was discovered 
that the device was 
one belonging to the 
French navy and was 
a powerful marker 
flare used by sub-
marines. In January, 
Broad Bay was the 
location for naTO 
Wargames when sub-
marines were involved 
in simulated blowing 
up of mines in sea bat-
tles off the beach.

The police, awaiting 
the arrival of the bomb 
disposal experts, were well looked after by some 
thoughtful people of Gress, being provided with 
flasks of coffee, bacon rolls and a roast chicken 
dinner!

adam Wilson, who discovered the device tells us 

his story:

“My daughter Bella 
and I wandered down 
to the beach at Gress 
last Sunday, chatting 
about all the storms 
and how the tides had 
changed the shape 
of the dunes again. 
We decided to have 
a look to see if the 
storms had brought 
in anything interest-
ing and saw a white 
cylinder sticking out 
of the sand. I pulled 
it out and could see 
from the markings that 
it was some kind of 
naval shell or explo-
sive.

at that point I sent 
Bella as far away as 
possible and carefully 

placed it down on the sand! I called the police who 
arrived about twenty minutes later and showed 
them where I’d found it. They had not seen one 
washed up before and they were going to get 
some more information. So, a much more interest-
ing walk than we had anticipated!”

An Eventful Walk on Gress Beach

Some readers may have noticed the arrival 
of a new fleet of vehicles outside Macrae’s 
Garage, Back.
These wooden tractors, trailers and diggers 
are made by Buckie, who lives in ness. 
he also makes lighthouses, boats, black 
houses. In fact, we are sure that if asked, he 
would make anything requested!
For further details, 
contact Macrae’s 
Garage.

Buckie’s Models

Adam and Bella


