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the views expressed in the Loch a 
Tuath News by named individuals, 
unless otherwise stated, are not 
necessarily endorsed by the LAtn 
editorial committee.

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: annatucker99@yahoo.co.uk
By post: 36 Upper Coll, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LT 

contributions are preferred in digital format if possible.  If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the 
community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their 
free time each month to collate all the news items. they are the ‘eyes and ears’ 
of the district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal 
Maclean, 42b coll, back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3 to cover cost and 
postage. 

Fàilte
Welcome, wherever you may be, home 
or abroad, to the October issue of Loch 
a tuath news.

Once more we have a magazine which 
is full of articles on a great variety of 
topics, on land and sea, on subjects his-
torical and contemporary and we thank 
all those who have given of their time 
and contributed all the articles, news, 
features and photographs.

As the nights draw in and we go 
towards the ‘season of mists and mel-
low fruitfulness’, as you are cosy in your 
sitting room or kitchen, with curtains 
drawn and the stove on or fire blazing, 
this may be a good time to look out your 
old photographs and cuttings, and from 
them even get inspiration to put pen to 
paper!

Morina Alexander, in Inverness, found 
an article written by her late sister, 
cathie Grant (cathie a’Phòcaid) 
amongst some papers and Loch a 
tuath news is delighted to print ‘A time 
to Plant’, taking us back to a world far 
removed from or technology-dependent 
society today.

Sail on a tall Ship to St Kilda with craig 
Macleod from Gress who was a crew 
member on Wylde Swan and take a 
coach and ferry to Mull and Iona with 
norman Smith; run with colin tucker, 
who shares the ups and downs of 

running in the Heb 5, five island half 
marathons.

We meet Liz rogers, P.e. teacher, 
singer and performer, who lives in 
Upper coll, as part of the popular 
Meet…. Series. Following on from 
calum Murray’s ‘Dial M. for Murdo’, you 
can find out more about the history of 
another phone box in the area! If your 
ideas for meals are getting jaded, try 
Maggie Macleod’s recipe for pork, which 
may go with some of the vegetables you 
have been encouraged to plant in Anns 
a’Gharradh. In addition to all that there 
are all our usual features waiting to be 
turned to.

We wish all those who are going to the 
royal national Mod in Paisley well, and 
look forward to having reports from the 
participants in the next issue.

Good wishes also go to all the students 
from the area who have gone to the 
mainland to continue their studies. this 
is an exciting time, particularly for those 
who are leaving home for the first time.

Last month we omitted to thank 
Kenny Maciver, Upper coll and Willie 
campbell, coast Guard for their photo-
graphs of the lifeboat at breibhig. We 
are very grateful to you both, thank you.

now, enjoy your read and catch up on 
all the news.

Front cover photo: tori Mackinnon 
and Krysta bray of tong School who 
got third prize at the north of Scotland 
cheer and Dance championships at 
eden court, Inverness. See tong news 
for further details.
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As NA 
BAilteAN

and ciorstaidh Mary at 17 back. We 
wish ciorstag belated but sincere 
good wishes as well as ‘iomadh làtha 
sona eile’.

CIorstag and her sisters at her 90th 
birthday celebration. L to R: Dolina, 
Ciorstaidh Mary (standing), Mary Jane, 
Ciorstag (sitting)

Coll
Sympathy

the sympathy of the community goes 
to Muriel Murray, rose cottage, 46 
coll, on the sudden death of her 
father, Murdo, in north tolsta. His 
brother Iain Angie, 57 coll, and his 
family catherine Margaret, Iain and 
D.J and their families are also in our 
thoughts as they mourn the loss of 
their uncle. to all other family mem-
bers, friends and neighbours we also 
extend our sympathy.

New Baby

congratulations go to John norman 
and Peggy, collumbia, 42b coll, 
on the birth of their baby boy, 
conall, born on the 31st of August 
at the Western Isles Hospital. 
congratulations also go to Ishbal and 
Willie Maclean on the birth of another 
grandchild, we hope Mum and Dad 
don’t have too many sleepless nights. 

Holidays 

We hope Sheena (nighean Ishbal 
and Willie 42b coll), her husband 
richard and son cameron had a nice 
holiday with Mum and Dad and that 
they enjoyed the good weather for a 
change.

Students 

We would like to wish all our students 
who have gone back to college and 
University, especially ones who are 
away from home for the first time, all 

BACk
Wedding Anniversary

Gordon and effie Ann Maclennan 
were married on 14th September 
1973 by the rev Murdo Macaulay 
at back Free church.  the cou-
ple recently celebrated their ruby 
Wedding Anniversary with their fam-
ily. 

Ruby Wedding

Off to Sea

robert Matheson, 17 back, is now at 
the Glasgow nautical college where 
he is beginning his studies in Marine 
engineering. He is joined in Glasgow 
by his sister beth, who is continuing 
her studies at Strathclyde University. 
their older sister Julia lives close 
to both of them and is working as a 
Dental technician.

The Late Donald Montgomery

As was mentioned in last month’s 
issue of Loch a tuath news, the 
unexpected death of Donald John in 
hospital in Paisley was received with 
sorrow and sadness by those who 
came to know him during his twenty 
seven years at 52 vatisker.

In the hope that a personal tribute by 
his family will be received, the writer 
wishes to extend to his two daugh-
ters, their respective families and all 
connected to him, the sympathy of 
the community.

Birthday Wishes

Family and friends gathered with 
Mrs christina Morrison, ciorstag 
Shoighean, at her home Yamba, 
Old School road, to mark her nine-
tieth birthday which occurred in 
mid- August. Among those who were 
present were her sisters, Dolina (Mrs 
Lawson, who lives in birmingham), 
Mary Jane, Miller road, Stornoway 

the very best in their chosen careers.

Dental Nurse of the Year

Having successfully completed her 
dental nurse course, Karen Mackay 
was awarded the title of Dental nurse 
of the Year from the Ian charles 
Dental clinic in Grantown.

Karen and her nephew Sam

Karen is the daughter of John 
norman and christina Mackay, 58 
coll. Helping Karen with her trophy 
is her nephew Sam Murdo Mackay, 
son of Joan and neil Mackay, 23 
north Shawbost, and first grandchild 
of John norman and christina and of 
Murdo and Marion Mackay, 55 north 
Shawbost.

Gress
Congratulations

Well done to craig Macleod, 11 
Gress, on passing his driving test. 
We wish you many years of safe driv-
ing.

Condolences

We have all been shocked and 
saddened at the sudden death of 
John George Aonghais chennaidh 
Macleod, late of 12 Gress, aged 86 
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years. John George had been in poor 
health for the last few years and we 
will have a fuller tribute in the next 
issue.

Students leaving the village

A few of our young ones have left the 
nicolson this summer and we wish 
them every success in their chosen 
careers.

Annabel Maclennan – Glasgow 
University to study General 
Humanities.

eilidh Morrison – cardonald college 
to study HnD in Fashion Design.

Danielle Macdonald – Glasgow  
caledonian University to study in 
Physiology.

caitlin Maciver – Glasgow 
city college to study events 
Management.

Daniel Macdonald – Lewis castle 
college to study Social Sciences.

craig Macleod – Lewis castle 
college as access to Merchant navy.

claire Maclennan returned to 
Glasgow caledonian University to 
continue with her computer Web 
Design.

toNG
Fun Runs

Tong Primary School pupils at the 
Stornoway Fun Run

Its back to school and routine now, 
but eight year old Harry and seven 
year old Keith bray of Aird tong 
enjoyed a summer of fun runs, run-
ning in Stornoway, benbecula, barra 
and Harris. their ‘Heb 4’ experience, 
picking up the odd piece of silverware 
on the way, saw Keith breaking the 

benbecula course record for under 
9s. Keith put that down to not stop-
ping for a drink half way round like 
the others were doing!

From camping and the vatersay boys 
in barra, to rain and howling gales in 
Harris, the bray brothers soldiered on 
to complete the four fun runs which 
are organised in conjunction with the 
half marathons. Harry and Keith are 
pictured amongst the tong contingent 
at Stornoway Fun run.

Engagement

congratulations to Alana O’ brien, 
Stornoway, and Sean MacInnes, 
north Uist, on their engagement. 
Alana’s grandfather is tormod Ian 
Howdy on her mother’s side and 
her great grandfather is Murdo 
Macdonald (Scloochy) on her father’s 
side.

Cheer Dancing

tori MacKinnon and Krysta bray of 
tong Primary School were delighted 
to come home with silverware after 
their first cheer Dance competition 
on the mainland.  the girls who are 
part of the north West All Stars com-
peted at the north of Scotland cheer 
& Dance championships at eden 
court, Inverness.  they were placed 
third in the Youth Pom Duet division.  
big shout out to their coaches Kirstie 
and Kayleigh!

Condolences

A sincere message of sympathy is 
extended to the family of the late 
James Mactaggart. James was the 
husband of the late nancy Macleod 
(Weems) 14 Aird tong. We especially 
remember their son James and his 
family, who had set up home on the 
family croft, but moved to the main-
land a few years ago.

We also extend our sincere sympathy 
to chirsty Màiread and Ivor Macleod 
and their family, 2 Morrison terrace, 
following the passing of chirsty 
Màiread’s brother John George. It 
is just a few months since another 
brother passed away. We also 
remember the extended family at this 
particularly difficult time for them all.

Off to Australia

Four young girls from tong are 
heading off to Australia for a Gap 

Year. rebecca Maciver, Aird tong, 
Mairi Martin, Springside, eilidh 
Jamieson, Springside and Louise 
Martin, clachan biorach, set off for 
Melbourne at the end of September. 
We wish them a safe journey. We 
hope that they will have a wonderful 
time as they travel round Australia. 
Hopefully they might find time to send 
a couple of photos during their trav-
els. 

Graduations Congratulations

Allan Macdonald graduated from 
South tyneside college with a 
Foundation Degree in engineering. 
Allan is the son of Angus Allan and 
Anne of 13a Aird tong, and the 
grandson of Iain and Katie 53b 
coll and William and Peigi Mairi 53 
vatisker. He is currently employed 
by Princess cruises on the ruby 
Princess.

Allan Macdonald

Angela Grant, Alderwood, Aird tong, 
graduated from Lcc UHI with a b.A. 
in Health Studies (rural Health) with 
distinction. Angela also received 
the nHS Western Isles Award for 
the Highest Achievement in Health 
Studies.

Angela Grant

Hannah Morrison, 40 Aird tong, 
graduated with a b.A. with Honours 
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in Accountancy from Glasgow 
caledonian University. Hannah, who 
is the daughter of Shona and norman 
Morrison, is now working in Glasgow.

Hannah Morrison

We wish them all well in their future 
careers.

Best Wishes

We were very sorry to learn that Mrs 
chrissie Fell, Fasgadh, Aird tong, 
has been in raigmore Hospital, 
Inverness. Although not in hospital at 
the time of writing, she is still receiv-
ing attention from raigmore Hospital.  
We hope that she is improving, that 
she makes a complete recovery, and 
that she will be back home with her 
family very soon.

Upper Coll
In Hospital

We were very sorry to hear that 
calum Iain Graham, 13 Upper coll, 
took ill suddenly and is at present 
being looked after in the Western 
Isles Hospital. We send him our best 
wishes and hope he will soon be able 
to come home.

Birthday Greetings

We send birthday greetings to Agnes 
Stewart (Agnes Dhòmhnaill Piugh), 
whose birthday was in September 
and to catriona Stewart (catriona 
Mhurchaidh a’ charragain), 34 Upper 
coll, whose birthday is in October. 
both these ladies are a very impor-
tant part of the Upper coll news as 
they are the correspondent’s report-
ers who keep an ear to the ground 
for what is going on! very best wish-
es to you both.

Wedding 

We send our congratulations to Sean 
MacLeod, 9 Gearraidh Ghuirm, son 
of christina Stewart, grandson of 
Iain and Isabella Stewart, 29 Upper 
coll and Joanne MacDonald, daugh-
ter of Alice and the late Iain calum 
MacDonald, 40a Upper bayble on the 
occasion of their marriage.

Sean and Joanne

Sean and Joanne were married in 
bayble Mission House on July 5th. 
We wish the young couple well and 
send our very best wishes for a long 
and happy life together.

Condolences

the community was saddened 
to hear of the passing of Murdo 
Morrison, 4 Upper coll. Murdo had 
been ill for some time. We send 
our deepest sympathy to his wife 
christine and to his daughters 
christine and Mairi and their families. 
We also remember Murdo’s brothers, 
ronald, calum and Angus and our 
thoughts are with them all at this dif-
ficult time.

Milestone Reached

Kenny Maciver, 11 Upper coll, 
has marked 5000 broadcasts of 
his topical chat show, coinneach 
MacIomhair, which is broadcast daily 
on radio nan Gaidheal. Kenny’s 
show began in 1993 and has become 
part of the daily life of many Gaelic 
speaking radio listeners in Scotland 
and beyond. ‘S math a rinn thu! 

Australian Visitors

Alick Angus and Anne Graham, 19 
Upper coll, were very excited to 
get a phone call from their daugh-
ter Margaret in  brisbane, Australia 
to say that she and her husband 
Graham and twin daughters caitlin 
and Morgan were coming to the 
United States and europe  and would 
of course be making a trip to Upper 
coll part of their itinerary. Alick and 
Anne were even more excited to hear 
that this visit would  not be in a year’s 
time, or even a few months’ time, but 
in two weeks’ time! 

After the Australian visitors’ stay in 
col Uarach, Alick  and Anne then 
spent time holidaying with them and 
more of their family on the mainland.

Grand Concert
this ticket was recently unearthed 

by our back correspondent, and we 

are sure some will still remember 

the event. could someone tell us 

about it and who the artistes were?
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Time to Plant
We are very grateful to Morina Alexander for submit-
ting this article written by her late sister, Cathie Grant, 
Cathie a Phòcaid. It gives us a very evocative picture 
of a way of life that has now disappeared. Cathie did 
not write the article for an island audience but we have 
printed it as she wrote it.

‘First catch your hare,’ said the old cookery book. For 
us in the Hebrides, before the war, it was a case of 
‘first bag your horses.’ You must take your chance on 
what the weather would be like on Saturday week: 
in the planting season, the few horses being in great 
demand, it wouldn’t do to be last in the village with an 
unploughed field.

So you caught your ploughman whenever occasion 
offered. He might be homeward plodding his weary 
way, or you might get a few minutes’ conversation while 
he paused to light his pipe at the end of a neighbour’s 
furrow. If all else failed, it would be necessary to visit 
him at his home. At this time of year (just as in late 
summer, when peats were carted home) those who 
owned horses were men of importance, conscious of 
their position. they never appeared eager for your busi-
ness. With so few horses to serve the village, they were 
all assured of work and, though money was never plen-
tiful, it did not do to imply that your ten shillings was all 
that essential to them. therefore, they hesitated. they 
weren’t sure about Saturday week. no, they couldn’t 
really suggest an alternative date. It all depended…….
if you were lucky, you’d be told, as you left what had 
seemed a high level conference. ‘We’ll see, anyway.’

It was necessary to confirm the date two or three times 
in the intervening days, but finally the bargain was 
struck.

All this preparatory deliberation and discussion helped 
to give the day, when it arrived, an aura of some sig-
nificance. I remembered being awakened at 5.30am by 
the lilting Gaelic voices and the clank of harness, and 
immediately springing to life as the realisation struck, 
Làtha cur a bhuntata! (Potato-planting day).

Sometimes the two ploughmen lived far apart, even 
in different villages. they came, each in his brightly 

painted cart, trundling over the water-bound road - no 
smooth tarmacadam to deaden the glorious clatter of 
metal shoes and wheels on rough gravel and sharp 
stones. by the time the horse had been led from the 
shafts the ‘small breakfast’ would be ready.

Mealtimes were the highlights of the day - the small 
breakfast at six, the big breakfast at ten, and dinner at 
two. At table there would be much weighty and solemn 
discussion on the weather prospect, the soil, the quality 
of the seed potatoes, of so-and-so whose potatoes had 
already been planted, and what’s-his-name whose pota-
toes were yet to be done. While the porridge, served 
in huge plates with creamy milk from that morning’s 
milking, cooled before us, a lengthy grace would be 
delivered – and, after the big breakfast, one of the men 
would ask for the book. the heavy family bible hav-
ing been placed in his rough hands, he took his steel-
rimmed spectacles from their case, cleared his throat 
with a fearful noise to impress the children with the 
solemnity of the occasion, and began to read a Gaelic 
psalm. He then led the singing, after the first two lines 
‘giving out’ or precenting each line in turn. We children 
were not expected to sing – but there was little fidgeting 
at this stage of the proceedings, as our eyes from one 
open mouth to the other, and the sonorous and doleful 
strains of the psalm washed over us.

After a Scripture reading, it was down on your knees, 
about turn, and head bent on the edge of the wooden 
kitchen chair, while the prayer was intoned in the quaint 
sing-song chant of our publicly-delivered prayers.

blessings having been invoked on the inmates of the 
house and the day’s work, we were ready to start 
again. Speed didn’t, in those days, seem a necessary 
ingredient of excitement, and we watched every move 
fascinated, while the plough was hitched up in leisurely 
fashion – then skipped along behind, taking to heart the 
frequent injunctions to keep out of the way, calculating 
the straightness of the furrows, noting the wide sweeps 
that had to be made to turn horse and plough at each 
end of the field, intrigued by the way the furrows lapped 
over one another like dark moist gingerbread.

Dinner time and another welcome break. the horses 

Hay cart in 1937

Horse and cart in Vatisker 1937
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to be fed, and a great scrubbing of hands with yellow 
soap before the men ambled in to their meal. very often 
it was the favourite fish and potatoes. the fish from 
last night’s catch, would be white and firm, smelling 
of the sea, the potatoes steaming and floury, bursting 
their skins, a veritable mountain of them as the table’s 
centrepiece. Afterwards the inevitable strong, sweet tea 
– with freshly baked scones, oatcakes and pancakes, 
fresh ‘cow’s butter’, crowdie and cream and homemade 
rhubarb jam.

Out again to the field, clutching the small pails with a 
few seed potatoes and running off excitedly to plant 
them under the supervision of one or the adults and, 
whenever we tired of our bending position, scuttling up 
to the ploughman’s heels, to watch the blade cut clean-
ly through the soil, and the leisurely, deliberate plod of 
the horses’ hooves.

For our elders, there was time between planting ses-
sions to gossip over village doings, the latest news on 
the wireless (still a novelty), and what seemed a limit-
less stock of information and opinion on the quality of 
his last year’s crop –‘they wouldn’t leave a skin in the 
pot’ was the highest praise,

Well, that was a long time ago. today, if I can face 
the thought of battling through traffic and elbowing my 
way through solidly packed crowds in the course of a 
busy day, I can obtain a packet of instant potato from a 
supermarket shelf and, having dragged my aching feet 
home, mix the powder with a little liquid to conjure up 
my plate of mashed spuds.

that’s progress, I suppose.

Catherine M. Grant

Lifting potatoes when the tractor had taken over 
from the horse

Blacksmith’s assistant, Tommy the horse, Rob an 
Deacon and old Calum Steallag the smithy

norman and Diana Macphail spotted this short-
eared owl at their home in vatisker, where it 
made a brief visit at the beginning of September.

Short-Eared Owl

these stone sculptures appeared on coll beach in 
July. this transient art has now disappeared, probably 
destroyed by the hand of wind and waves. Does any-
one know who created them?

Stone Sculptures on 
Coll Beach
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From the Manse
‘No life is more secure than a life surrendered to 
God’
those who sit at the Lord’s table in communion with christ 
have surrendered their lives to christ.  every christian who 
makes a profession of their faith submits to the finished 
work of Jesus christ on calvary’s cross.  

‘nothing in my hands I bring.  Simply to thy cross I cling.’  
this is the language of complete and unconditional sur-
render. 

Some years ago a London bus driver was assigned to 
shuttle passengers to special crusade services with billy 
Graham at Wembley Stadium.  When one of them invited 
him to listen he declined.  

the following year he moved to new York, and when billy 
was speaking at Madison Square Garden, the man’s job 
again was shuttling people to the meetings.  As he got off 
the bus a lady asked if he’d like to join them.  Once more 
he politely declined.  

He married an Australian lady and eventually ended up 
working in Sydney, where surprisingly, he was again 
assigned to drive people to the stadium where billy was 
preaching.  this time when he was invited he thought that 
there was no escape, so he gave in.  

Looking back he says, ‘no matter where I went I was con-
fronted by billy Graham, so I went to hear him and commit-
ted my life to christ.  It was the best decision I ever did.’

He surrendered his life to Jesus.  He submitted to Him – 
eventually!  

the Psalmist said, ‘You hem me in…you have laid your 
hand upon me…Where can I go from your Spirit?  Where 
can I flee from your presence?  If I go up to the heavens, 
you are there…in the depths, you are there…on the far side 
of the sea…your hand will…hold me fast (Psalm 139:5-10).

God will sometimes follow us to the ends of the earth to 
give us another opportunity to surrender our lives to Him.  

How many opportunities has He already given you?  Isn’t it 
time you stopped running and surrendered your life to Him.  
Perhaps some of us have been ‘on the run’ for some time, 
giving Jesus a wide berth when he stands in our path.  Let’s 
see to it that we surrender and submit to Him today.  It will 
be the best decision you will ever do.  tomorrow might be 
too late.

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend back Free church of Scotland. Services 
in back and tong during October 2013 are as follows:
W

Back

Sunday 6 October (Communion)

11:30am: Dr Donald Macleod (Principal 
emeritus)
6:30pm: rev Alasdair I Macleod (Lochbroom)

Sunday 13 October

10.30am: rev Kenneth Ferguson
12 noon: Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)
6pm:  rev Kenneth Ferguson

Sunday 20 October

10.30am: Mr Alex Macritchie
12 noon: tbc    (Gaelic)
6pm:  Mr Donnie Macaulay

Sunday 27 October

10.30am: rev calum I Macleod
12 noon: rev calum I Macleod (Gaelic) 
6pm:  rev calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 6 October

6:30pm: Dr Donald Macleod (Principal 
emeritus)

Sunday 13 October

6pm:  Mr neil Murray (Gaelic)

Sunday 20 October

12 noon: rev calum I Macleod

Sunday 27 October

6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

October Service Times 

Monthly Family Service
Tong Mission House

every 3rd Sunday @ 12 noon
 (With crèche facilities)

***************
Next Family Service:

Sunday 20 October 2013
Preacher:  Rev. Calum I Macleod

everyone Welcome
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this is advertised as “probably the best day trip you 
can do out of Oban” and on a better day, it probably 
could have been. Unfortunately, our day started with 
heavy rain showers which cleared up by the time we 
reached craignure on Mull after a forty five minute 
crossing on calmac’s Isle of Mull. It was sunny and 
warm until the bowman’s coach left, but then clouded 
over again and the drizzly mist closed in for our jour-
ney to Fionnphort, apart from a brief spell somewhere 
in the middle of the island. there were several coach-
es loading passengers from the ferry in craignure, 
either going north to tobermory or heading west for 
those who had chosen to take a trip to Staffa and/or 
Iona.

the journey across the island takes over an hour, 
by way of Glenmore, then along the shore of Loch 
Scridain, passing the villages of Pennyghael (an 
unusual name?) and bunessan before arriving in 
Fionnphort. I’m sure the scenery would have been 
magnificent, we caught glimpses of waterfalls cascad-
ing down the hillsides during a brief interlude of visibil-
ity in the middle of the island.

Our driver did his best with an excellent running com-
mentary, telling us about the hilltops and views we 
couldn’t see – his patter was good, starting off with 
the fact that most places looked after “all the spiritual 
needs” of the community by always having a church 
and a hotel; then passing the village of Loch Don 
which changed its name to Loch Gone when the tide 
was out, and the fact that instead of just driving on the 
left of the road people in Mull drove on “what was left 
of the road” – a reference to the single track highway 
we were on. 

On arrival at Fionnphort, the ferry was off until 1 pm 
due to the mist and fog. Since we had to be back for 
3 pm, that meant our time on Iona was almost cut in 
half. the wee café in Fionnphort was glad of our cus-
tom for the next hour and it was dry inside!

We sailed shortly after 1 pm and five minutes later 
Iona appeared out of the mist. On landing, I didn’t 
know what to expect but a wee Spar shop wasn’t one 
of them! We followed the signs and eventually made 
out the Abbey, stopping off at the nunnery founded by 
reginald, son of Somerled of the Isles in about 1200. 
One of many plaques informed us that “the island of 
Iona was given to the nation in memory of Lord Fraser 
of Allander in December 1979 by the Hugh Fraser 
Foundation.” there are several large celtic crosses to 
be seen, the first one we came to being “MacLean’s 
cross” dating from the fifteenth century.

there are many gravestones in the cemetery sur-
rounding Caibeal Odhrain or St Oran’s Chapel dating 
from many hundreds of years ago – one caught my 
eye as it was inscribed “Malcolm MacLeod, Master 

Mariner, bernera and Iona”, who died in 1943 and 
ending with the death of their son roderick Angus 
MacLeod who died in 2005 at the age of 75. Inside the 
chapel are several elaborately-carved West Highland 
grave slabs, this being the burial chapel of the 
MacDonald, Lords of the Isles. the late Labour Party 
leader John Smith is also buried here, his headstone 
is simply inscribed “An Honest Man’s the noblest 
Work of God.”

the Abbey church itself is a well-known building from 
photographs and articles, parts of which date back to 
the 1200s, with several celtic crosses adjacent to it. 
Attached to it is a small chapel which is built on the 
remains of an earlier structure dating from around 
900 AD believed to mark the original shrine marking 
the burial place of St columba.the church is high-
ceilinged with seating and visitors are encouraged to 
take a bible (which are available in many languages) 
from the bookrack if they wish to sit and read the 
Scriptures. Short services are held during the day and 
visitors are encouraged to sit in.

Shortly before we left for the ferry back to Fionnphort 

Day Trip from Oban to Mull and Iona

Stained glass window depicting St. Columba

Iona Abbey
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an announcement was made regarding the next ser-
vice which destroyed the ambience. everybody had 
been talking in hushed tones when suddenly the 
speakers hissed into life and a nasal north American 
voice blared out advising visitors that the next service 
would start following the ringing of the church bells; 
this was then repeated and I felt as if I was at a rail-
way station instead of the centre of our christian ori-
gins. A side door then opened and a man in an open-
necked shirt and chinos came through and began to 
sound the bells. the soft chime of the bells couldn’t 
have contrasted more strongly with the announcement 
and I was really taken aback by its stentorian tones. 
the central grassy courtyard of the Abbey church is 
surrounded by beautiful cloistered arches which house 
several ornately carved stone grave slabs from the 
Gaelic warriors of the time.

On returning to the slipway we met with a couple of 
people who had gone into the hotel for lunch and ven-
tured no further, enjoying the refreshments! they “had 
a wonderful time but would have to come back again 
to see the Abbey!”

Our bus trip back across Mull was slightly better, with 
sightings of a red deer by the road and then the sky 
cleared to show a young white-tailed eagle hovering 
in the strong breeze. More patter from our driver and 
soon we were back in craignure, just as the Isle of 
Mull arrived to take us back to Oban.

So that was another box ticked in my ‘to-do list’ and 
it was worth it despite the weather and the speakers, 
there is an ‘inner peace?’ about the place, as many 
people say.

Norman Smith

Cloistered Arches Interior of small chapel

After another two week period of committee meet-
ings, the decisions of which must be ratified by the full 
council, and where things went relatively well, we can 
return to the normal day to day works of a councillor. 

Although it is good to see the fruits of our labours 
develop into projects that leave a lasting impression, 
like the new road works in the tong area, we take just 
as much pleasure, if not more, in helping people with 
their individual concerns. these are things that might 
not feature high on a list to the majority but are very 
important to those who are affected.

catriona, Donald and I are always available and will-
ing to do our utmost to try and help with any issues 
that need attention and although there may be some 
things we have no control over, we shall try our best to 
address concerns.

the Austerity measures in place at the moment mean 
we face even more cuts to services in the not too dis-
tant future and with less money available for projects 
which one would like to progress. Once again we shall 

have to face hard choices. We are always available 
and please feel free to contact us at any time.

Contact details
You can contact any of your local councillors at the fol-
lowing:

Donald crichton: donald.crichton@cne- siar.gov.uk

Home: 820842

Mobile: 07795 020110

catriona Stewart: catriona.stewart@cne- siar.gov.uk

Home: 820653

Mobile:07825 681646

John A Maciver :johna.maciver@cne-siar.gov.uk

Home: 890306

Mobile: 07825 681774

Comhairle Column John A. Maciver
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‘Hello, Back 201….’
In a recent issue of Loch a Tuath News we enjoyed 
reading Calum Murray’s amusing article Dial M. for 
Murdo, recounting the installation of the Upper Coll 
phone box at Taigh Phòisean. Now follows the tale of 
the Gearradh Ghuirm phone box. Unfortunately we 
have not come up with such a brilliant title as Calum’s!

Many folk are of the opinion that the structure photo-
graphed alongside and situated at the junction of the 
main road to back and the Gearradh Ghuirm road end 
going towards Aird, tong, is a sturdy bus shelter from 
days gone by. However, the original function of this 
building was in fact a phone box.

Around 1954, the nearest phone box to Gearraidh 
Ghuirm was the aforementioned one at taigh 
Phòisean, Upper coll, so graphically described by 
calum. the residents of Gearradh Ghuirm felt that 
in any emergency, in a life or death situation and in 
inclement weather in the days when no one had a car 
and the Upper coll phone box was a bit too far dis-
tant. So, a telephone box and telephone from the Post 
Office was requested.  the powers that be decided 
that the existing one in Upper coll was perfectly ade-
quate, therefore the request was dismissed.

not to be outdone, the indignant residents of Gearradh 
Ghuirm ( 28 - 42 Upper coll), put their heads togeth-
er, took matters into their own hands and clubbed 
together to raise enough money for the phone box, 
the phone and the connection. the men of the village 
mixed the concrete and built the phone box which 
housed the long awaited phone. the first ever phone 
call was awaited with excitement in taigh Mhurchaidh 
a’charragain, 34 Upper coll, where the bell was to 
ring, as back 201 was dialled. Messages would then 
be relayed as necessary. Messages from sailors to 

home, from girls in service and one lady remem-
bers phoning to let her parents know she was going 
to a dance in Point and would not be home on the 
expected bus! She feels now that perhaps that was 
not a very good reason for disturbing the good folk of 
number 34. 

Sheila, the dog in taigh a’ charragain, always ran to 
the box on hearing the phone ring, but unfortunately 
she did not perfect the art of passing on the mes-
sages.

eventually, as house phones became more com-
mon, the phone was removed and today the phone 
box often provides a welcome shelter, standing as a 
memorial to the original subscribers of the Gearraidh 
Ghuirm telephone.

Gearraidh Ghuirm phone box

BIG BREAKFAST FUNDRAISER

Sit in or Take Away

Saturday 26th October

10am-12noon

Back Hut

back community council is holding a Big Breakfast to raise funds for the Over 60's Lunch. 

 Please come and support this worthy cause and sit in to enjoy a full cooked breakfast in congen-
ial company and no dishes to wash, or take away and enjoy in the comfort of your own home!

Back Community Council
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70th Reunion
On Friday 9th August 2013, seven-
teen former pupils of back School, 
from Gress, the back area and 
tong, met at the cabarfeidh hotel, 
to celebrate reaching the three 
score and ten. Following a lovely 
meal, the company got down to the 
usual school stories and other tales 
also. From all accounts, it turned 
out to be a most enjoyable even-
ing and it was good to meet and 
talk to former classmates, some of 
whom had not met for many years. 
Above the dining table was a  com-
memorative banner showing the teaching staff of back 
School, the old school, the school choir and the class 
itself.  

thanks to Margaret McIsaac (Gress) and Alasdair 
Macleod (tong) who travelled from Inverness and 
Alness respectively to be with us. It was also great to 
see Mary elizabeth Macneill, affectionately known as 
‘Mem’, who was on S1 and S2 in the school at that 
time and who was home in Lewis on holiday from 
Wellington, new Zealand, and when contacted regard-
ing the reunion, was only too glad to attend and have a 

chin-wag with all the former classmates. 

It may be worth mentioning that there were some other 
classmates living elsewhere, who were contacted, but 
for personal reasons were not able to attend. 

Many thanks go to Anna Margaret Macleod for arrang-
ing the reunion, the hotel, the cake, the photographer, 
listing classmates in order to contact them and, in gen-
eral, making all the pre-arrangements come together 
on the night. thanks also to John norman Macleod for 
assisting Anna Margaret as appropriate. thanks again 
to all for a great evening.

A banner prepared for the reunion

Back School P4, 1952
Back row: Murdo Maciver (coll), Andrew Stewart 
(coll), Donald J Stewart (back), calum Macleod 
(Lighthill)
Middle row: Kenneth Maitland (Upper coll), Murdo 
Mackenzie (Gress), cathie J Macleod (coll), Willina 
Graham (coll), chrissie b Stewart (back), norman 
A Macaskill (vatisker) (deceased), John n Macleod 
(back), George I Scott (back) (deceased)
Front row: bella M Morrison (back), catherine 
Maciver (coll), Margaret A Murray (Gress), Margaret 
Macdonald (Gress), Mairi Macdonald (Gress), Anna 
M Murray (Gress), Sandra Macdonald (Gress) 
(deceased), Jessie Graham (Upper coll)

Reunion Photo
Back row: catherine (Mackay) Stewart, cathie Joan 
(Macleod) Maciver, Mary (Macdonald) Macneill, Zena 
(Maciver) Morrison, chrissie bella (Stewart) Smith, 
catherine Maciver
Middle row: Jessie (Graham) Stewart, Anna Margaret 
(Murray) Macleod, Mary (Macdonald) Maclennan, 
Margaret (Macdonald) McIsaac 
Front row: calum Dan Maciver, calum Macleod, 
norman Maclean, Alasdair Macleod, John norman 
Macleod, Murdo Mackenzie

Spot the Difference!
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Sgoil a’ Bhac
Pupil Council
the Pupil council for the 2013-14 session has been 
elected. they will meet regularly with the Head teacher to 
discuss issues and school matters that the pupils want to 
raise. 

the Pupil council members are: 

Back Row:- Sandy Morrison, calum Maclennan, caitlin 
Macdonald, Hannah Macleod, Johanna Macarthy and 
callum Poustie. 

Front Row: - tyler Gillies, Hannah Mackenzie, Aimee 
Maciver and Kitty Maciver.

Visit from Marcus Sedgwick
We had a very exciting visit from the children’s author 
Marcus Sedgwick on the 10th September as part of a 
tour organised by the Scottish book trust. He told us a 
lot about the interesting characters he creates and the 
books that he writes. Some of his most famous books are 
Midwinter blood and the raven Mysteries.

Parent Council 
the Sgoil a’ bhac Parent coucil will hold their AGM on 
tuesday 1st October at 7.00am. the AGM will look back 
at the work of the Parent council over the last year and 

will then elect the 
new council for the 
coming year. 

the school would 
like to thank the 
Parent council for 
their ongoing sup-
port of the life and 
work of the school, 
especially for their 
recent donations of 
funds for the purchase of reading books and playground 
equipment. We will include a full report on these new 
resources once they have been delivered to the school.

News from E1-2
We have been busy reading lots of Katie Morag stories.  
Our favourite one so far is Katie Morag and the two 
Grandmothers. We are hoping to take part in a video link 
with children from Glasgow who have also been reading 
the stories. they want to know what island life is like and 
we have some questions to ask them about what life in 
the city is like.

Granny Mainland lives in a city. She lives in a very busy 
city. There are big buildings. It is noisy. There are escala-
tors. There are double-decker buses on the motorways.  

Ross Maciver EP2

Granny Mainland lived in a big city. There were bin lorries 
and planes and big tall towers and a castle at the edge.   

Luc Smith EP1 

e1-2 have been doing some gymnastics with Mrs rogers. 
they had a lot of fun and enjoyed the activities.

emily Mackay travelled over to Skye recently to compete 
in some highland dancing competitions.  She came back 
with two gold medals.  Well done emily!

Emily with her medals

Marcus Sedgwick visit
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News from E3-5

We have been looking at the rights of the child this term 
for our topic. We have looked at the difference between 
needs, rights and wants and have explored different rights 
such as the right to water, the right to play, the right to 
learn and the right not to be hurt.

We have been introduced to the character of croc to 
explore our rights and the responsibilities that go with 
them. We are currently writing letters to welcome him to 
planet earth and tell him about how human beings live 
together.

Visit from Marcus Sedgwick
We had a very exciting visit from the children’s author 
Marcus Sedgwick on the 10th September as part of a 
tour organised by the Scottish book trust. He told us a 
lot about the interesting characters he creates and the 
books that he writes. Some of his most famous books are 
Midwinter blood and the raven Mysteries.

News from E6-7

In e6-7 we have been studying the Health and Wellbeing 
topic ‘Discovering Myself’.  We have learnt lots about 
ourselves.  We looked at a range of issues including the 
importance of having high self esteem and ways to resist 
peer pressure.

As part of our learning we highlighted our positive quali-
ties in relation to the letters of our names.  We also wrote 
poems illustrating some things that we value in life and 
also things that we don’t like.  You can see an example 
here from caitlin MacDonald eP7.

We also created posters using the motto ‘Just Say no’.  
James MacLennan eP6 used this to design a very crea-
tive poster on the dangers of smoking and encouraging 
people not to give in to peer- pressure.

Rights of the Child

Visit from Marcus Sedgwick
Just Say No by 

James Maclennan



16

Nursery News

Minibeasts is our topic this term and as part of our work 
we have been learning “Little Miss Muffett”.  We enjoyed 
a fun Science activity related to this where we made our 
own curds and whey.  It was quick to make, but very 
smelly, so we didn’t taste it and we tried cottage cheese 
instead.

We also had a special visitor.  Jayden arranged for boo 
the tortoise to come and see us. It was great to meet her 
so we would like to say a huge ‘thank You’ to Jayden, 
Granny and Grandad.  boo was also able to visit some of 
the classrooms in the school. 

Assembly with Mr Macleod

It is always a pleasure to welcome reverend calum Iain 
Macleod into the school.  His first assembly of this ses-
sion was held on Friday, 13th September and the pupils 
were intrigued to discover the weapons of mass destruc-
tion hidden within his black case!  this was revealed to 
be a sling shot and a container holding five stones and 
lead into the story of David and Goliath.

Lovely lilies

A beautiful arrangement of stargazer lilies has been a 
much-admired feature at the front door of the school. 

Garden Harvest

A vast array of fruit 
and vegetables has 
been harvested by 
the ‘Green team’ and 
Mr Macdonald. this 
has included carrots, 
potatoes, cucumber, leeks, onions, tomatoes, lettuce and 
grapes. the potatoes were used as a whole school focus 
on Healthy eating and each child took a potato home to 
sample. ruben Primary One, was delighted to discover 
that his potato resembled a snowman!  the potatoes 
were also boiled in the school canteen and pupils and 
staff found the crop to be very dry and tasty. 

Piano Success

Well done to Krysta bray, Primary Six, who has passed 
her Grade One piano examination. Keep playing, Krysta!

Science and Technology Workshop

Primary Six and Seven enjoyed a Science and 
technology workshop entitled ‘robots’ on 11th 
September.  the pupils were given an opportunity to 
experiment with three robots; two were operated by 
remote controls and the third robot was controlled via 
a computer.  Miss Flett and the children wish to add a 
thank you message to Mrs Kirsty Macleod for leading the 
practical session.

Light Lunch

Former tong School pupil, Hannah Macdonald, S2, 
organised a highly successful Light Lunch at tong Hall 
on Saturday, 31st August.  the event raised an incredible 
£1500 for the Meningitis trust.  the lunch was very well-
organised and Hannah had an extremely efficient band 
of willing helpers to ensure the large number of hungry 
guests were well –fed.  the lunch is a credit to Hannah’s 
kindness and organisational skills.  Hannah’s mum, 
catherine, has organised many such events and was a 
big help to Hannah. Well done!

Katie Morag Tales

Grace Macleod, Primary Four, has reported on her 
adventures as an actress on the ‘Katie Morag’ television 
production.  

Katie Morag
I was very lucky to be chosen to be one of Katie Morag`s 
classmates. So was my cousin cailean. I got to sit in the 
make- up chair. We went in a minibus to go to the set. It 
was like you were really in the Isle of Struay classroom. 
We did lots of scenes with Katie Morag, Agnes, Sasha 
and John. We had to get a class photo taken. everyone 
had to be very quiet when the director shouted ‘rolling’. 
cailean and I had to leave the Mod early one day to film 
at valtos beach. We all had to run on the beach and 

Tong School

A tortoise came to Tong!
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when I fell flat on my face they shouted ‘cut’. I met cherie 
who plays Katie Morag and Kate and Molly.

My cousin caitlin, (P7), my brother Aaron (now S1) and 
class mate ewan were also in the show.  We all got 
dressed up and went to the wrap party when filming 
was over. My favourite characters were Granny Island, 
Granny Mainland, Mrs Ferryman and Dol who was Mr 
Ferryman.

Highland Dancing News

cousins caitlin Macdonald (P7) and Grace Macleod (P4) 
travelled to Skye for a recent Highland Dancing competi-
tion.  both girls danced very well and returned with more 
silverware to add to their respective collections.  Good 
dancing!

Wedding Day Memories

A Fund raising event with a difference was held for the 
ladies in the community (and further afield) on tuesday, 
17th September.  the ladies came armed with wedding 
albums, including those through the generations, and 
spent a fun evening reminiscing and discovering fashions  
through the decades.  tea and coffee was served and 
the baking stall and raffle prizes were both very tempting.  
the event was planned to raise funds to purchase sports 
vests with the school name for the pupils to wear when 
representing the school at sporting events. 

Staff and pupils wish to acknowledge the ongoing com-
mitment shown by parents, grandparents and the wider 
community in supporting such events.

Green Team with harvest What an unusual potato!

community Learning Hebrides is the programme of 
community learning classes being run throughout 
the Western Isles by the community Learning & 
Development Service of comhairle nan eilean 
Siar and partner agencies. the next programme 
of classes will begin in October 2013. If there are 
any classes you would like to see run in your area 
please contact Erica Clark on 01851 822 714 or 
email e.clark@cne-siar.gov.uk 

Gaelic Classes
beginners’ Gaelic   Level 2 - Wednesdays, 7-9pm, Sgoil 
a’bhac, 20 weeks. Starting Wednesday 2nd October. 
Free.

Food hygiene Courses
Elementary HACCP (1 day course) - Friday 8th nov 
9am-5pm at Grianan, £50. the course is designed to 
offer a basic guide to the application of food safety 
management systems to businesses, based on Hazard 
Analysis and critical control Point (HAccP). Food 
businesses are required to operate a documented food 
safety management system based on HAccP princi-
ples, and training in HAccP is also a requirement for 

those involved in its operation and management. this 
course is designed for anyone who caters for the pub-
lic. It is also suitable for anyone involved in food retail, 
food service and food preparation. the course is aimed 
at those responsible for the development and mainte-
nance of a permanent food safety management proce-
dure or procedures based on HAccP principles.

Elementary Food Hygiene (1 day course) - thursday 
7th nov 9am-5pm at Grianan, £50. A practical course 
designed to give individuals a basic knowledge and 
understanding of the causes of food poisoning, meas-
ures for prevention and the legal aspects of food 
hygiene in Scotland.  

Intermediate Food Hygiene (3 day course) - 
thursday 21st, Friday 22nd and Friday 29th november 
9am-5pm at Grianan, £324. the aim of this course 
is to provide a deeper understanding of food hygiene 
to support the needs of cooks, chefs, supervisors or 
managers in the food preparation and serving indus-
try. Participants can achieve a recognised certificate 
from reHIS, but must attend all three days and have 
already passed an elementary food hygiene course.                                                                                    

All Accredited Courses and ILA registered

Community Learning Hebrides
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Wylde Swan Adventure
Craig Ferguson Macleod, 10 Gress, shares his Tall 
Ship Experience with us. Craig has now started the 
Access to Merchant Navy Course at Lews Castle 
College and then hopes to apply for a Deck Cadetship 
with a Shipping Company. We wish Craig well. 

this summer I was lucky enough to take a trip to St 
Kilda aboard the Wylde Swan tall Ship as part of 
a small group of 6th year pupils from the nicolson 
Institute.  the Wylde Swan is the world’s largest two-
mast topsail schooner with nine sails and a 43 metre 
high mast.  Originally built in Germany in 1920 she 
was designed to work as a speedy herring hunter 
and worked off the Shetland Islands ferrying the fresh 
catch from the fishing grounds to the markets ashore.  
She was purchased in 2010 and underwent a total 
conversion to become a class A sail training ves-
sel for all ages.  Her homeport is in Makkum in the 
netherlands but she participates in the tall Ships’ race 
every year and then makes her way to Scotland.

We embarked on our four day trip from Ullapool on 
14th August in favourable weather and I had the 
opportunity to take the helm for part of our journey 
across the Minch towards the Sound of Harris. During 
this leg of the journey we spotted many types of dif-
ferent sea life including whales, porpoises and great 
Atlantic tuna, which I was lucky enough to capture 
on film.  Our estimated journey time to St Kilda was 
nineteen hours but as the weather turned against us 
and the wind increased the captain took the decision 
to anchor on the Atlantic side of taransay for the night.  
After an enjoyable morning spent on taransay and 
then some fishing, we set sail for St Kilda after lunch.  
Shortly after leaving we had to put up netting to pre-
vent anyone from falling overboard.  We took this to 
be a bad sign and sure enough with a Force 8 and no 
stabilisers it turned out to be a memorable eight hour 
trip with most of us glad of the shelter of St Kilda bay 
that evening.     

When we woke the next morning there was a heavy 
sea mist but this didn’t spoil our trip onto the island.  
St Kilda is packed with history and beautiful scenery. 

One day didn’t seem long enough to take everything 
in. I found the village itself very interesting with the 
large painted stones giving information about the last 
tenants. I even managed to find a couple of Fergusons 
( my mum is a Ferguson,  my Gran and Shen being 
Ivor and valarie Ferguson,11 Gress). One was neil 
Ferguson, the post master. there is also a small 
museum packed with all kinds of information. 

the island is definitely best seen from the highest 
point and although it’s a bit of at trek both up and 
down it is well worth it. I didn’t have first-hand expe-
rience of this as I managed to blag a lift to the top 
with the resident nurse in her old battered land rover. 
thankfully it didn’t break down and no pushing was 
required!  before setting sail later in the day the braver 
trainees took a swim in the bay, jumping from the boat 
into the freezing cold water. 

Our return journey was a speedy one helped along by 
a brisk south westerly. I spent some time between the 
navigation room and the engine room trying to take in 
as much information as possible.  truth  be told, the 
engine room was lovely and warm, not that I’m saying 
I had a wee forty winks there!  When we anchored at 
the Shiants around 2am I was on watch along with 
Stewart Smith and we had the difficult task of taking 
down the sails.  thankfully with all sails still intact we 
set off the following morning for Ullapool.  We arrived 
around 2pm to a very warm welcome from locals and 
tourist alike.

From navigating the seas, hoisting the massive sails, 
scrubbing the decks and two nights on watch, the 
whole tall Ship experience was one not to be forgotten 
(apart from my struggle with a hammock on the first 
night which I do want to forget!).  thankfully one of my 
fellow trainees took pity on me and a swap was made 
for a bunk.  the crew were fantastic throughout the 
trip patiently teaching us all aspects of sailing and ship 
management. the whole experience was a privilege 
and one which was greatly appreciated by all who took 
part.

The Wylde Swan

St Kilda
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower bouquet and basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted bowls and baskets

A Worldwide e-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

credit and Debit cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559
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Back in Time      
On Leave
Those on leave this month were:- Nurse Isabella Burnside, 
39 Vatisker;  CPO Norman Maciver, 73 Coll; Malcolm 
Maciver, RNR, Outend Coll;  Donald Maciver, RNR, 46 
Coll;  Kenneth Macleod, RNR, 20 Back;  A J Macneil, 
Royal Canadian Artillery, 20 Back;  John Mackay, RNR, 
23 Back;  Kenneth Maciver, RNR, 10 Upper Coll;  Donald 
Campbell, MN, 9 Upper Coll; Neil Beaton, RNR, 40 
Vatisker;  Donald Mackenzie, RNR, 51 Vatisker;  Norman 
Macleod, RNR, New Street, Back;  Johanna Macmillan, 
ATS, 6 Gress; Hannah Ferguson, WAAF, 2 Gress;  Agnes 
Ferguson, WAAF, 2 Gress;  Jessie Mary Mackay, WAAF, 
28 Gress;  Gunner Murdina Macmillan, ATS, 26 Back;  
Katie Ann Maciver, WAAF, 48 Back;  Gunner Donald 
Morrison, RCGA, 39 Vatisker;  Norman Macdonald, RNR, 
13 Vatisker;  Norman Macinnes, RNR, 4 Gress;  Kenneth 
Mackay, RNR, 43 Gress;  Kenneth Macleod, RNR, 35 
Back;  Gunner Alexander Morrison, RA, 30 Upper Coll; Cpl 
Annie Stewart, WAAF, New Street, Back;  Donald Macleod, 
RNR, 10 Gress;  Murdo Macleod, RNR, 10 Gress;  George 
Beaton, RAF, 40 Vatisker;  Norman Campbell, RNR, 8 
Vatisker;  Malcolm Maciver, RNR, 27 Vatisker;  Angus 
Macleod, RNR, 45 Vatisker.

Communion
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was celebrated in the 
Free Church at Back on the first Sunday of October.  Rev 
Roderick Mackenzie, minister of the congregation was 
assisted on this occasion by the Rev John Shaw, MA, Leith 
and Rev Murdo Macleod, Portmahomack.  Owing to the war 
the number of visitors present from other parts of the island 
was smaller then usual.  Nevertheless, large congregations 
attended all diets of worship.

Presentation
On the evening of Wednesday, 29th September, a large and 
representative company of parents and friends met in the 
Back School to do well-merited honour to the headmaster, 
Mr Murdo Macleod, who is leaving the district to take up 
a teaching appointment in Glasgow.  Mr Alex Matheson, 
Headmaster of Tong P. School, presided and in making 
the presentation, which consisted of a well-filled wallet 
of Treasury notes, referred to Mr Macleod’s success as 
an educationist, to his services as a rural member of the 
Stornoway Trust, and to the good work he had performed as 
the energetic secretary and treasurer of the Gress Cemetery 
Committee.  Many of those present spoke, and they all testi-
fied to the high esteem in which Mr Macleod was held in 
the community, of his willingness to help them on every 
occasion his advice and help were asked, and of the deep 
regret of their children because he was now leaving them.  
In replying on behalf of himself and his family, Mr Macleod 
who first spoke in Gaelic and then in English, thanked the 
people of the school area for their magnificent gift, for their 
unbounding generosity to himself and his family during 

their 12 years at Back Schoolhouse, and for their unfailing 
generosity ot any deserving cause to which they were asked 
to contribute.  As to any service he was able to render them, 
he could assure them it was really a pleasure.  In conclu-
sion,  he expressed his very sincere regret at leaving Back, 
and extended to anyone from the district, if visiting the city, 
a cordial invitation to his new home, where they would be 
sure of a warm welcome.  A very enjoyable tea was served 
by some of Mr Macleod’s former girl pupils and the func-
tion was brought to a close by singing “for he’s a jolly good 
fellow” and “Oidhche mhath leibh‘s beannachd leibh”

Wedding
A pretty wedding took place on 14th Oct at 65 Coll, the 
home of the bride, when Malcolmina, 3rd daughter of Mr 
John Mackay and the late Mrs Mackay, became the bride 
of Alexander Murray, eldest son of Mrs Flora Murray, and 
the late William Murray, 62 Back.  Rev R Mackenzie, Back 
officiated.  The bride, who was dressed in white satin was 
attended by Miss Mary A Mackay, her sister, and had her 
niece, Cathie Maciver, 56 Keith St, Stornoway, as train-
bearer.  The duties of groomsman were ably performed by 
Evander Mackay, the bride’s brother, a Naval Reservist, 
who was on leave for the occasion.  After the marriage cer-
emony a large number of guests gathered from a wide area 
and were entertained to a sumptuous repast, when the usual 
toasts were pledged.  Mr Alexander Morrison, Registrar, 
Barvas, gave the toast of the Bride and Bridegroom.  Almost 
100 congratulatory telegrams were read and numerous use-
ful presents were received, testifying to the popularity of the 
young couple.  We wish them a long life of happy compan-
ionship.

Coll Seaman
Malcolm Maciver, 10 Upper Coll, whose death occurred 
recently in the Lewis Sanitorium was aged 32 years.  He has 
been on service with the Navy from the outbreak of war and 
served for more than a year in West Africa.  He temporarily 
lost the sight of an eye as the result of bombing at Dover.

     October 1943

71 Coll - old house
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Meet Liz Rogers
Liz Rogers and her family have lived in the Back area 
for eight years. Liz has made a great contribution to 
community life in Lewis in different ways. Thanks in 
no small way to Liz’s bubbly personality and her gift 
for entertaining audiences, a huge sum of money 
has been raised for charities, in particular Cancer 
Research UK. Many of you will be familiar with Liz 
in her many roles, at work and play, and for those of 
you who don’t yet know Liz, now is your chance to 
meet her.

My husband eddie and I first visited the island quite 
by accident one October holiday. We had intended 
going to cornwall surfing but were struggling to 
find somewhere to stay, so ed typed into Google 
the words that changed our lives forever, SUrF 
ScOtLAnD.

We visited for a week and during that week the island 
put on a full show for us. there were baby seals on 
tolsta beach, we saw the northern Lights and we 
spotted, what we believed was a Golden eagle. We 
immediately fell in love with the island and hatched 
a plan to spend as much time here as possible. We 
have since learnt that this was the island really show-
ing off!

At the time we were living in St. Helens which is half 
way between Manchester and Liverpool, and a world 
away from here. I was originally born in Doncaster 
but went to University in Liverpool to study Physical 
education, which is where ed and I met. We were 
both working in large secondary schools in Liverpool 
and Warrington.

When we found out that we were having nathan, 
our first child, we couldn’t resist the opportunity for 

another big change in our lives. We decided to take 
the plunge and move up to Lewis.

eddie got a job as an itinerant Pe teacher working on 
the West Side and I had my hands full with nathan.  
When Anya joined us in 2007, we made the move 
to Upper coll from vatisker. We spent two years in 
vatisker and have now been in Upper coll for six 
years, which is hard to believe.

I began working as a Primary Pe specialist six years 
ago, and have since taught in over ten schools during 
that time.

Around this time I joined the Stornoway Singers and 
love performing music that I never even knew existed 
before! Stornoway Singers perform anything from 
Mozart to modern. We have just done a cabaret 
night in aid of Lewis Mental Health Association fol-
lowing the summer performance of carmina burana.

I got involved with the Lewis branch of cancer 
research UK and their various events, because I 
stepped in to help out with the Annual Ladies Lunch 
in its first ever year, four years ago. Since then I 
have compered all these Ladies’ Lunches which have 
raised an amazing £20 000 for cancer research. 
there are a lot of ladies who take no credit for all 
their hard work behind the scenes at fund raising 
events, large and small. I feel very lucky that nobody 
else wants to do what I consider to be the ‘fun bits’ 
which normally involve singing and dancing and 
entertaining the audience!

ed is originally from north Wales so his move to a 
rural community was fairly easy. I am originally a 
‘townie’ and my first love is shopping! However, we 
know we have found our home here, where we feel 
lucky to be able to bring up our children and enjoy 
and be grateful for all the island has to offer, including 
the great friends which we have made.

Liz, Nathan and Anya

Liz and Eddie
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the age of sixty-six is considered by many to the time 
when one should be sitting in front of the fire with the 
pipe and slippers, but not for this bodach. I am still lucky 
enough to both be able to run and, believe it or not, to 
enjoy it. You may even have seen me pounding the roads 
of back from time to time, in an effort to prolong fitness 
and youth! If there is a purpose to all this sweat and 
endeavour then so much the better, so the fact that every 
summer there is the challenge of running a half mara-
thon, then why not enter? there are, in fact, five of these 
races which take place on the islands each summer, and 
a competition, the Heb 3, in which your best three times 
are added. but why stop at just three? Last summer I 
decided to tackle all five; in the back of my mind was 
the thought that as age advanced I might never again 
manage this feat. clearly a sane person would work out 
a training programme for this. For me this consisted of 
going out for a run when I felt like it, sometimes a short 
run round tong or to breibhig, or a longer one as far 
as Gress. On a day when wind and rain blotted out the 
landscape I might take a trip into Stornoway and pound 
the treadmills in the Sports centre – I must have got my 
money’s worth out of their Slainthe Mhath scheme.

the first ‘half’ is the Stornoway one. It takes place 
towards the end of May. two years ago it was run in a 
temperature of about 25o; this time it was about 16o 
colder. the Stornoway course is a good way to see the 
town. It starts at the castle, and the downhill start to the 
Porter’s Lodge means everyone goes off too quickly and 
pays for this later on. Of course I did this too, and by the 
time I had passed the town Hall, the battery, Sandwick 
and along Percival road I knew the second half would be 
hard going. For now I had to climb up Willowglen, round 
the top of the golf course before heading out to creed 
Lodge and the Arnish road – plenty of ups and downs, 
although it seemed to be mostly the former. the finish 
was reached, even if the time was slower than I had 
hoped for. One down, four to go!

Only a week later it was benbecula. the running club 
had organised a minibus so there was good craic from 
the early start at the caberfeidh, across the sound of 
Harris and down the single track road to Linacleit. the 
benbecula route is much flatter, but a strong westerly 
wind made the last few miles hard going and again the 
time was a bit slow. About a third of the way a passing 
runner called to me, ‘You must be the other part of the 
two whose ages total 128!’ He must have been talking 
to my ‘rival’, Jim, who had been calculating the sum with 
me before I drew ahead. I had finished ahead of him at 
Stornoway and did so again this time. In a light-hearted 
manner. ,I had made it part of my challenge to finish 
ahead of Jim in the Heb 3 so was pleased to finish a cou-
ple of minutes in front.

there were only seven days to recover before Portree. 
this entailed an overnight stay on Skye, and I had to 
decline more than one glass of wine pressed on me by 

friends at Uig. the next morning saw a bright sun warm-
ing the air – it was going to be a hot run. each route is 
quite different, and the one in Skye cannot be described 
as anything approaching flat. A steep climb out of Portree 
is followed by a variety of ups (mostly) and downs, before 
joining the main road which climbs steadily between 
miles seven and eleven and then drops down for the last 
two miles back to Portree. this time Jim and I both start-
ed slowly together, remembering how it is sensible to run 
the first half slowly and maintain speed later. After about 
three miles I drew ahead, but Jim passed me again. As 
we slogged our way up the long drag I could see my rival 
ahead, and knowing I could push on down the last couple 
of miles I was sure I could pass him once more. It was 
not to be – just past the crest of the hill I was seized with 
a bout of cramp in my thigh. I could not even walk and it 
took about five minutes to ease the muscle. Sympathetic 
runners offered to help but I waved them on. Having had 
a sort of rest I was able to put a spurt on over the last 
section, passing many of those who had offered assis-
tance. but there was no catching Jim, who finished about 
two minutes in front. I would have caught him if it were 
not for the cramp. three races finished, now there were 
only two to do.

the fourth ‘half’ was on barra, this time with a three week 
gap for recovery. the timing was convenient as we were 
able to meet up with our daughter and her fiancé who 
had planned to arrive by plane from the mainland and 
land on the beach. We travelled down the previous day 
and had time to have a look at most of the course, which 
is basically a circuit of the island. I say basically because 
there is no part of the route which is flat, while from 
miles eleven to twelve there is a massive hill, which was 
also going to be into the wind. In some ways I almost 
wished I had not seen it and had time to think about the 
delights of tackling it with weary legs. the wind was blow-
ing strongly as we set off from castlebay, behind us at 
first which meant in our faces for the second half. What 
wonderful scenery the island has, at least on its west 
coast for I remember less about the east side as it was 
head down into the wind for the second half. then came 
the hill – it was as bad as I thought and any ideas I had 

Heb 5 T-Shirt

Rinn Mise na Còig 
Running  the Heb 5
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about catching Jim, who had been ahead for the whole 
race, quickly disappeared. I was wary of the descent and 
cramp on the final descent but fortunately managed to 
put in a strong finish. It was all the more worthwhile when 
I saw the magnificent post-race banquet – the barrachs 
certainly know how to put on a spread. 

that left only Harris to be conquered, and only seven 
days to get the tired legs into action again. there was 
a further challenge now, as I had calculated that there 
was only fourteen seconds between Jim and me for our 
combined Heb 3 times. So for my own satisfaction I had 
to beat him to win our own personal duel (I don’t know 
if he was aware of this as we had never discussed our 
challenge). For once the elements favoured us, with 
a strongish south-westerly breeze. As the race is from 
borve back to tarbert, this meant we would have a fol-
lowing wind at our backs, hopefully making for a good 
time. the Harris half can be split into three – an undulat-
ing five miles past the sands of Luskentyre, followed by 
a steady ascent from sea-level to about 420 feet, before 
the last four miles take you down to the finish at tarbert, 
although it has to be said that there are three or four bits 
of uphill in the descent. I started at a steady pace, for 
some reason feeling better than I had done in the other 
four races – was this because the end was in sight? Up 
the long hill I saw Jim a good few hundred yards ahead 
of me; would I be able to catch him and claim my victory? 
Once over the top I pushed on down the hill, in company 
with another runner. chatting, as you do, I described my 
challenge, and he reassured me that I was gaining on 
my rival, steadily reeling him in. With about three miles 
to go I sprinted past him (well it seemed like that but was 

probably only a slightly faster crawl than he was doing). 
there was no holding back, or looking back, now. I just 
kept running and finally the welcoming sight of the hous-
es of tarbert came into view. I gathered speed down the 
hill and round the corner, the finishing line ahead beside 
the pier. not knowing how far behind Jim was at this 
stage I put in a lung searing push for the finish. 

I had done the five ‘halfs’, and had beaten Jim’s best 
times by a matter of just over three minutes. And to prove 
this I am now the owner of a Heb 3 t-shirt, not just the 
ordinary one but a shirt which proudly states on the back, 
Rinn mise na coig.

C.T.

SRAC seniors at Skye Half Marathon

everyone connected to the football club will be 
mightily relieved that the season has finished. 
It did not finish the way we hoped it would, at 
least to get a win against United, and hope-
fully a draw against the Aths.  Lo and behold 
we only got a draw against the former and 
received a drubbing from the latter. enough 
about that!

It could be said that we played an under 
strength team against the Aths, as some of 
the players were playing the following even-
ing against United for the Junior League 
championship, but that result did not go in our 
favour either, although the team could have got 
the win their play deserved.

the club is trying its best to play local players, 
but some of the other teams are selecting from 
here and there, giving them probably an unfair 
advantage. no excuses, however, at the end 
of the day we were not good enough, but next 

year hopefully will be different, we always live 
in hope.

to be a manager of the teams takes up a lot 
of time and this is much appreciated by the 
football club and players alike, and although 
results were not in their favour this year, 
maybe retaining the same management might 
bring better results. Our hope is always that 
next season will be better

On a poignant note, everyone connected to 
football throughout the island will be wishing 
a speedy recovery to c. I. Graham (DUFF) 
who is in the Western Isles Hospital receiving 
treatment, haste ye back to your old haunts at 
Upper coll. the same get well wishes go to 
Murdo bloxy Murray who has been in and out 
of hospital for the last two weeks and we hope 
he is now making good progress.

D.A. Stewart

Back F. C.
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Oisean a'Chòcaire le Maggie
Hickory Pulled Pork

roast pork, sweet and sour pork, pork chops, pork 
sausages are terms we are all familiar with.  Pulled 
Pork, however isn’t that common a dish here.  Simply 
put, it is shoulder of pork, marinated overnight and 
then cooked low and slow until the meat simply falls 
off the bone and can be ‘pulled apart’.  this was the 
cornerstone of American barbecue cooking, dating 
to well before the revolution. Imagine a whole hog, 
slow roasted to perfection in an earth oven until it 
falls apart.   

Ok, so it doesn’t sound too appetising at the moment, 
but bear with me. Just close your eyes for a moment 
and imagine a soft ciabatta roll, dipped in the most 
luscious, sweet and smoky gravy, filled with warm, 
tender strips of pork and topped with apple sauce.  
Don’t stop there, serve it simply with creamy mashed 
potatoes and vegetables of your choice, or make a 
pulled pork lasagne, pulled pork pizza; the possibili-
ties are only limited by your imagination.  

I will warn you in advance, it is a labour of love, tak-
ing a few days to prepare, but the actual ‘hands on’ 
time is very short.  Once the dish goes into the oven 
you can forget about it for hours.

buy meat on the bone for the best results.  I used 
an 8lb shoulder of pork on the bone which has the 
added benefits of not only being a relatively cheap 
cut of meat, but one that is also bursting with fla-
vour.   8lbs weight might seem a tad excessive but as 
the meat requires a long cooking time at a low tem-
perature, it makes sense to use a large cut of pork.   
remember what I said about left-overs?  My freezer 
is packed with portions ready to whip out, defrost and 
rustle up a quick and delicious supper at a moment’s 
notice

Ingredients

• 8lb shoulder of pork, on the bone
• 2 large onions, peeled and halved
• 1 bottle of liquid smoke (Hickory flavour).  (I can 
see a few eyes widen at that one - what on earth 
is liquid smoke?  basically it’s a seasoning like 
Worcestershire or barbecue Sauce and gives the 
meat a beautiful, smoky flavour.  Available online 
and in the Good Food boutique on cromwell St, 
Stornoway.

For the dry rub:
• 2 tablespoons of minced garlic
• 1 tablespoon of rough salt
• 1 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
• 2 teaspoons cumin
• 1 ½ teaspoons cumin

• 1 ½ teaspoons chilli flakes
1 large, lidded roasting dish, big enough to hold the 
joint comfortably.

Pop the onions into the bottom of the roasting dish, 
cut side down.

Mix together the dry rub ingredients.  Spread liber-
ally over the pork on all sides and rubbing well into 
the meat.  Place the joint on top of the onions in the 
roasting dish.  Pour over the bottle of liquid smoke.

Leave to marinate overnight in the fridge.  

the next morning, preheat your oven to Gas Mark 1, 
140°C or 275°F.

Allow the meat to come up to room temperature 
before placing the roasting dish in the oven.

then…. leave it!  Go away, go in town, take a day trip 
to Harris.  Seriously, you can forget about the oven 
and its contents.

After about 12 hours (or longer if you can) remove 
the roasting dish from the oven and test the meat.  
the bones should lift out with ease.

remove the joint from the roasting tin.  Pull out the 
bones, peel of the rind and proceed to shred the pork 
apart with two forks (or your hands if they’re made of 
asbestos)

take the pork shreddings and place them bAcK into 
the cooking juices.  Leave them in the fridge over-
night to soak even more of the beautiful hickory fla-
vours.

the following day, bring the meat back up to room 
temperature then place back in a slow oven (Gas 
Mark ½, 130°C or 250°F) and once again, forget 
about it for hours.  Leave it to cook slowly for another 
6 - 8 hours (all day basically) until you are ready to 
serve up however your fancy takes you.
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“How was your garden this year?” is a question we are 
often asked, or we enquire of others.  For some, “very 
good” or for others, “very disappointing”.  We certainly 
cannot blame the weather as it was a very good year 
especially for potatoes.  I sprayed them once in case of 
blight which can devastate a crop overnight.  What about 
the various diseases and problems which can seriously 
affect our crops?  Prevention, if possible, is better than 
cure, for by the time the problem reveals itself it is often 
too late.

One particular disease which we all dread is club root 
(finger and toe).  I know of someone who for this reason 
was unable to plant anything this year. 

this disease attacks plants belonging to the same botani-
cal family such as brassicas, cabbages, turnips, swedes, 
sprouts, cauliflower etc.  As this disease lies unseen in 
the root, the first tell-tale signs are discoloured leaves 
which wilt in the sunshine, hence growth is severely 
stunted and some of the plants just die.  It is recommend-
ed that the ground be left fallow for seven years. 

What 
exactly is 
the cause 
of this dis-
ease we 
should ask 
ourselves 
and how 
can we 
prevent 
it?  First, 
poor drain-
age and 
acidy soil 

encourages 
this serious 
disease.  In 
order to break 
up heavily 
compacted 
soil, applying 
lime is highly 
recommended 
and digging 
in organic 
matter, espe-
cially horse 

manure and seaweed, both of which are readily available. 
My brassicas once had club root, but I was not deterred 
from growing cabbages where this disease had been, 
by scooping out a hole in the soil, about eighteen inches 
in diameter, and filling it with organic matter, thus creat-
ing for the plant a healthy root base.  For me it proved 
successful.  Admittedly this is not possible for turnips or 
swedes.

this year the caterpillar seems to have created havoc.  
Again this is preventable by covering the plants with 
fleece or micromesh.  I see in the Marshalls’ catalogue 
an insect barrier netting which comes in lengths up to 
eighty feet by seven feet wide and can be cut easily with-
out fraying - ideal not just for keeping out the butterfly 
but also the cabbage and carrot root fly. Another alterna-
tive is spraying with a highly effective insect killer based 
on nature’s own insecticide. this is ideal for caterpillars, 
white fly, green fly and black fly and can be used up to a 
day before picking. 

this product also is available from garden suppliers.

From the Poileagan 

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...Prevention is Better than Cure

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
to give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LAtn or cash 
for £33.00 to Mrs M. A. Davidson, 3a new Street, 
back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £33.00
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Caterpillar

Club root
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10 YEARS AGO – October 2003

5 October: Psychological illusionist Derren brown 
controversially plays russian roulette live on channel 
4, though with a slight delay allegedly in case the stunt 
went wrong. the stunt is later revealed to have been a 
hoax.

7 October: california Governor Gray Davis is recalled 
from office and replaced by Arnold Schwarzenegger.

11 October: berti vogts’ Scotland side qualify for 
the euro 2004 Play-offs by beating Lithuania 1-0 at 
Hampden Park with a goal by Darren Fletcher. Scotland 
finish in second place in their group, with Germany as 
group winners.

12 October: Michael Schumacher clinches his 6th 
Formula One championship, an all-time record.

15 October: china launches Shenzhou 5, their first 
manned space mission.

16 October: itunes is released for Windows XP and 
Windows 2000.

17 October: the pinnacle is fitted on the roof of taipei 
101, a 106-floor skyscraper in taipei, allowing it to 

From the 
Archives...

A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

surpass the Petronas twin towers in Kuala Lumpur by 
50 metres (165 feet) and become the world’s tallest high-
rise.

19 October: Mother teresa is beatified by Pope John 
Paul II.

24 October: the concorde makes its last commercial 
flight, bringing the era of airliner supersonic travel to a 
close.

24 October: Apple releases Mac OS X Panther. 

29 October: Iain Duncan-Smith resigns after just over 
two years as leader of the conservative Party.

UK number One singles in October 2003 included 
Sugababes with ‘Hole in the Head’ and Fatman Scoop 
with ‘be Faithful’.

A group of young musicians from Lewis made their 
debut at this year’s Hebridean celtic Festival.

the group, known as Faram, were given the oppor-
tunity to play on the Island Stage on Friday of the 
four day event. they youngsters stepped up to the 
plate and showed they deserved to play at this level, 
delivering a performance which was one of the most 
talked about of the festival. 

Faram is a group of young singers and musicians 
who have been brought together through Fèis eilean 
an Fhraoich's weekly group work classes. they sing 
in Gaelic and work with tutors Andy Yearly and Anna 

Murray (Upper coll) to breathe new life into tradi-
tional songs and tunes.

After their success at this year's festival they are 
sure to go on to great things. 

Pictured here are ‘Faram’ who performed at the Heb 
celt Festival in July. the following members have 
connections with the back district:

craig Macleod (Gress), Mairi Maclennan (Gress), 
Annabel Maclennan (Gress), Steven Drummond and 
Jane Hepburn (former back School pupils), Krisell 
Macdonald (Laxdale/coll), Anna Murray (Upper coll).

Faram at the Festival
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Material for  
publication in the OCTOBER issue of Loch a Tuath News 

must be in before WEDNESDAY 16th OCTOBER 2013

Mystery Couple

Does anyone recognise this couple? 
chrisanne campbell (Sam’s niece) found 
the photo at 2 new Street, back, after Finlay 
died and hopes someone might recognise the 
couple, as Sam had no recollection as to who 
they could be. She looks forward to your sug-
gestions.

Murdo Martin

Donald Ferguson sent this photo of Murdo Martin, 92 
Outend coll, taken in the peats about 1958. 

the two girls are Donald’s sisters, chirsty bell on 
the left, and on the right, Lily Ann formerly of 1 Old 
School road, vatisker. both are married and now liv-
ing on the mainland.

the photograph will rekindle many memories for the 
coll folk. Murdo will also be remembered as an elder 
in back Free church.

Cnoc Mòr, 1957 by Red

Back Row: Peter Macleod, Peter Mackenzie, norman 
Macfarlane

Front Row: Iver Finlayson, Donald John campbell, Angus 
George Finlayson

Contributed by Sandra Finlayson

New Zealand Wedding

Aird tong ‘lads’ in Wellington, new Zealand, in 1957, the 
occasion being the wedding of Donald Morrison, formerly 
of Shader barvas and tong.

Angus Finlayson - 53 Aird tong, David Maciver - 21 
Aird tong, Murdo Maciver - 33 Aird tong, Alex John 
Macpherson - Aird tong


