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Loch a Tuath News 
By email: annatucker99@yahoo.co.uk
By post: 36 Upper Coll, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LT 

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible.  If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the 
community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their 
free time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ 
of the district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal 
Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3 to cover cost and 
postage. 

Fàilte
Welcome to the first issue of Loch a 
Tuath news for 2014. We would like 
to take this opportunity to wish all our 
readers, contributors and advertisers 
a peaceful, happy and prosperous 
new year.

at the turn of the year it is lovely to 
hear from some of our overseas read-
ers: Cathie Macleod in new Zealand 
who tells us of a coincidence occur-
ring when she was organising the 
World Clan Macleod Gathering in 
auckland. Peggy Morrison wrote from 
Detroit saying how much she enjoyed 
the get-together at The Hut, meeting 
friends and relatives and only wishes 
she had more time to talk to each 
one there. Incidentally, for those of 
you who remember her talking about 
Kenny Maciver’s parents’ wedding, 
she mentioned the wrong Murdag. 
It should have been her dear friend 
Murdag Sheonaidh, who was also her 
great companion at the Back dances.

We are delighted to announce that 
the recipient of the LaTn Citizenship 
award is George Moody from Tong, 
for the many years of stalwart volun-
tary service he has given to the com-
munity, in many capacities. See page 
5 for more details. It was also very 
gratifying to have a large number of 

nominations and votes.

We can feel the excitement of the 
children of Tong Primary and Sgoil 
a ‘Bhac at all their Christmas school 
activities and we read of the Bible 
Buddies retelling the Christmas Story. 
In great contrast to the warmth of the 
Festive Season we hear the amazing 
story from WW2 of angie Macleod, 
Marybank, whose father was from 
Coll, ‘Sy Docker v Japanese admiral’. 
This is part of a feature which was 
first printed in SY Gone By. Eilidh 
Stewart-Harding’s arctic voyage is 
concluded and we hear about the 
Martins of Lighthill, Back. In addition 
to all that and more, there are all our 
regular features for you to enjoy. 

In conclusion, we must thank the 
many contributors to Loch a Tuath 
news over the year, and who make 
the magazine so interesting and var-
ied. The success of the publication is 
due to all of you who produce the arti-
cles (some after a little persuasion!). 
We can never have too much material 
and it is good if we have a ‘bank ‘of 
material for future publication. Keep 
on writing, and hunting out the pho-
tographs thus contributing to a great 
archive of the history of our area,

Bliadhna Mhath Ùr dhuibh uile!

Front Cover Photograph: George 
Moody, receiving the 2013 Loch 
a Tuath News Citizenship Award 
from Willie Maclean LATN chairper-
son
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As NA 
BAilteAN

Tom is the son of andy and Sue 
Diamond from nottingham.

alana has always shown a keen 
interest in where her father was born 
and they were making plans to visit 
the island in 2014. However these 
plans have now been put on hold 
for the time being as we understand 
that there will be a patter of  tiny feet 
appearing in the spring of 2014.

So congratulations all round.

90th Birthday
Congratulations and best wishes 
to Mrs Margaret Tough (Mairead 
Ghourish), 1 new Street, who cel-
ebrated her 90th Birthday on 10th 
December, surrounded by family and 
friends.

Her sister Georgina and her hus-
band alastair flew over from the 
mainland especially for the occasion.

Birthday Greetings
Congratulations are also sent 
to ruaraidh Murray, 9 Back, on 
reaching the big Five-O on 10th 
December. Friends and family 
marked roddy’s special occasion by 
joining him at a meal in the County 
Hotel in Stornoway.

Coll
In Hospital

Our best wishes go to Chrisann 
Cunningham, 82 Coll, ( nighean 
Dollag and the late John Murdo, 
vidue ) who was recently in Glasgow 
ross Hall Hospital having surgery 
for a new hip. We are pleased to 
hear she is back home with her fam-
ily in time for Santa and we hope, 
Chrisann, you keep up the good 
progress. 

Graduation
anne-Louise K. Stewart graduated 
from north Glasgow College with an 
HnD in Sound Production.  anne-
Louise is the youngest daughter of 
norman (Simon) and Marina, 28a 
Coll, Back and granddaughter of 
John neil and Etta anne MacDonald, 
Coll and agnes and the late Kenneth 
Stewart, upper Coll.

She also won an award for Best 

BACk
Graduation
John alexander Macaskill gradu-
ated as a Bachelor of Engineering 
with First Class Honours in Energy 
Engineering from the university of 
the Highlands and Islands.

John Alexander Macaskill

John is the son of angus and 
Florence Macaskill, Park, Barvas 
and is the grandson of Margaret 
Mary MacDonald and the late Peter 
MacDonald of Park, Barvas and also 
of Marion Macaskill and the late 
Donald Macaskill, Lighthill, Back.

Wedding in Italy 
The wedding of alana Graham 
to Tom Diamond, both from 
nottingham, took place in Sorrento, 
Italy on the 29th of October 2013.

Alana and Tom

The wedding ceremony took place at 
the San Francesco Cloisters in the 
centre of Sorrento and the reception 
was later held at the Parrucchiano 
restaurant in Sorrento.

alana is the daughter of norman 
Graham, formerly of 54 vatisker, and 
known as Tormod Seoras a’ Bhutt. 

audio Mix at The north Glasgow 
Music awards (niGMas) and is 
currently employed by Obh! Obh! 
Productions, Stornoway. 

Anne-Louise Stewart

Bereavement
Our sympathy goes to the widow 
and family of the late n.D Macleod 
who passed away suddenly in 
Stornoway. n.D. had strong family 
connections with 40 Coll. all rela-
tives, friends and neighbours are 
also in our thoughts at this very dif-
ficult time. 

Gress
Condolences
We send our sincere sympathy to 
Jean ann Mackenzie formerly of 
21 Gress, on the death of her hus-
band Donald, who passed away 
on 3rd December in raigmore 
Hospital after a short illness. Donald 
retired some thirty years ago from 
the northern Constabulary as an 
Inspector. They then made their 
home in Dornoch where he was the 
Court Officer until he retired at the 
age of 82.

We send our sympathy to Jean ann, 
their children Marina, Carol, Donald 
and Gordon, all the grand children 
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and the extended family.

Upper Coll
Birthday Greetings
Mrs Isabella Stewart (Ishbel 
Bhorbair), 29 upper Coll, celebrated 
a very special birthday on the sec-
ond last day of 2013. Happy Birthday 
and we wish you many more to 
come.

Graduation

Eilidh Stewart-Harding

Eilidh Stewart-Harding graduated 
from north Glasgow College with 
an HnD in Business Studies and is 
now studying International Business 
at Strathclyde university. Eilidh is 
the daughter of Margaret and Tim, 
nairn, and a granddaughter of agnes 
Stewart, 19a upper Coll, and the late 
Kenneth Stewart.

New Baby
Congratulations go to David and 
Mairi Maclean on the birth of their 
son Brody Maciver, on 27 november. 
Brody is a third grandchild for Calum 
and Joan Maclean, 50 upper Coll, 
and a first grandchild for norman 
and nellie Maciver, 2a Back.

In Hospital
Mrs Margaret Macmillan, 1 upper 
Coll, was in hospital recently having 
surgery. She is now back at home 
and we send her our very best wish-
es for a good recovery.

Good Wishes
We were all very sorry to hear that 
alastair Stewart, 13 upper Coll had 
a fall and suffered various injuries 
which were very painful. We hope 

that he is now beginning to feel more 
comfortable and making good pro-
gress.

On a happier note, birthday wishes 
also go to alastair, whose birthday 
was in December.

Condolences
We are sorry to report the death of 
Donald Maclean (Dollan), late of 
39 upper Coll and latterly residing 
in  Dun Berisay Care Home. The 
sympathy of the community goes 
to his family, Iain Dan and Faye in 
Kirkcaldy, Margaret Mary in Kirkcaldy 
and Don in newmarket, at this very 
sad time.

toNG
Tong Connections
We send our heartiest congratula-
tions to rev Lachie and Catherine 
Joan MacDonald following the birth 
of their son, Lachie alexander, a wee 
brother for two year old Isabella. 
The family now live in South uist, 
where rev Lachie was inducted as 
minister on the 20th September. CJ 
is the daughter of Maggie and Calum 
Martin, Springside aird Tong

Christening in Tong Meeting 
House
Little archie Martin, son of Maggie 
and Donald Martin, 16b Tong, was 
baptised during the family service on 
Sunday 15th December. also bap-
tised was Isabella Finlayson daugh-
ter of Iain and Fiona Finlayson, 
aird Tong. We extend our very best 
wishes to both families. We would 
like to take this chance to give a very 
belated to welcome to the Finlayson 
family to aird Tong. We hope that 
they are enjoying setting up home in 
the village

Raising Funds for the Meningitis 
Trust
a young lady from Springside, Tong, 
recently decided that she would 
organise a Soup and Pudding Lunch 
in the Tong Community Centre to 
show her appreciation for all the help 
she received when she was struck 
down with Meningitis as a baby. 
There was a truly exceptional turnout 
at this lunch and the amazing sum of 

£1,500 was raised for The Meningitis 
Trust.

Hannah with Cheque

Hannah developed a very seri-
ous type of Meningitis called 
Meningococcal Septicaemia, which 
is a life-threatening infection. The 
combination of both meningitis and 
septicaemia is particularly serious, 
and Hannah spent two weeks in 
raigmore hospital, Inverness, as the 
staff there fought to control the infec-
tion. It was a very distressing time 
for her parents, Peter and Catherine 
MacDonald (Foggy and Bubbles), 
but thankfully, Hannah eventually 
made a good recovery and returned 
home with her family.

Hannah said, “I wanted to do this 
light lunch because I had Meningitis 
when I was 5 months old, and I 
got such a lot of medical help and 
care at the time which I now really 
appreciate, because I know I am 
very lucky to be alive. I would also 
like to thank all the ladies that made 
the soups and puddings and helped 
out in the kitchen on the day of the 
lunch, all who donated to the raffle, 
and the many local fishing boats that 
donated to the shellfish stall.”

Hannah is pictured with the cheque, 
which has now been passed to The 
Meningitis Trust.

Condolences
We extend our sincere sympathy to 
the family of the late angus Murray, 
4B aird Tong, who passed away on 
the 25th of December, just ten days 
after his 90th birthday. We remember 
his step-son Keith down in England. 
We also remember his brother John 
at 29 north Tolsta along with angus’ 
nieces and nephews and the extend-
ed family.
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The Loch a Tuath News 
Citizenship Award 2013 recipi-
ent was Mr George Moody of 
Tong.

The award is now in its ninth 
year and nominations were 
invited for individuals whom 
the readership of the magazine 
considered to have made a 
significant contribution to, or 
enhanced the reputation of the 
community in any way.

This year, the Loch a Tuath 
News committee was delighted 
by the number of nominations 
for the award: there was in fact 
a record number of votes, with George gaining the 
highest number of votes and Bell ann Maclennan 
coming a close second. George has given over 
twenty five years of dedicated voluntary service to 
the community of Tong and he is now relinquishing 
some of his duties and handing over the reins. The 
following quotations give a flavour of what George 
has done over the years:

‘He has played an active leading part in promoting, 
encouraging and overseeing many of the activities 
in the Community Centre. He has been instru-
mental in obtaining grants for the improvements 
to the property, including an innovative environ-
mentally friendly heating system. He has served 
as Chairman and as Treasurer of many groups. 

He has been very prominent in 
sustaining the Lewis Highland 
Games. Latterly, as caretaker 
of the hall he has maintained a 
very high standard and is very 
supporting to all the users.’ 

‘Cheerful, helpful at all times. 
Obliging to all the ‘Golden 
Oldies.’

‘Works tirelessly with all ages.’ 
‘Always willing to go the extra 
mile.’

The award was made to 
George by Willie Maclean, 
Chairman of Loch a Tuath 

News at a small tea party in Back Free Church 
Hall. On receiving the award, George said that all 
he had contributed to the Tong Community would 
not have been possible without the forbearance 
of and great support given by his wife Christine, 
and also by his daughters. He went on to say that 
in 1942 he made a promise which he has kept 
throughout his life; he joined the Wolf Cubs in that 
year (when there was still a king on the throne) 
and promised ‘to do my best, to do my duty to God 
and to the King, to help others at all times and to 
keep the Cub Scout Law’. George’s work in the 
Tong Community and also in the wider community 
bear testimony to his keeping of this promise.

We give our congratulations to our worthy winner 
of the Citizenship award 
and also to all the other 
nominees. We are sure 
that Christine will enjoy 
the novelty of having her 
husband at home more 
often!

The committee would like 
to give thanks for the use 
of the Church Hall for the 
presentation, and to Mrs 
Dina Macleod for making 
the tea.

Please remember to vote 
next year and think about 
possible recipients as the 
year goes on!

Citizenship Award 2013

George and his wife Christine

Back Row L. to R. Norman Smith, rev Calum Iain Macleod, Mal Macleod, anna Tucker, Ishbel 
Macdonald, angus Macdonald, Joan Matheson
Front Row L. to R. Christine Moody, George Moody, Willie Maclean, Ishbel Maclean
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Cathie Macleod, who lives in Auckland, New Zealand, 
and regularly receives her Loch a Tuath News from 
her husband’s nephew, James Macarthur (Bommie), 
sent us this interesting story.

A Coincidence
In late november 2013, members of the Clan 
MacLeod of auckland along with members of Clan 
McLeod, Helensville, organised the Clan MacLeod 
World Gathering in auckland. 

The organising committee had beavered away over 
the past two years to bring this event to fruition and 
from all the positive compliments we’ve had, it was 
greatly enjoyed. 

as secretary/treasurer, I was the one who processed 
all the registration forms and banked the cash. I 
was intrigued to receive a registration form from two 
Macleod brothers, Colin and Donald, from London 
because I found enclosed a photograph of Coll, with 
a note on the back “taken in June at 02:00. The sun 
doesn’t set here in the summer time.”

Well, of course I knew that fine, so I emailed back to 
ask if Colin was from Coll and told him my husband 
was from Back. His return email said that his granny 
came from Coll and his father came from Shader, 
Barvas. They were brought up in London but often 
spent their summer holidays, either in Coll and / or in 
Shader, Barvas.

Imagine my surprise, as my father also came from 
Shader, Barvas. So, another e mail was sent to find 
out where about in Shader, Barvas, their father was 
born.  

I found this next coincidence almost too hard to 
believe. Buth Chlodie, which belonged to their fam-
ily and was run by their auntie during my childhood 
(and theirs), is directly opposite my seanair’s croft. 
They tell me Don is the ‘Siarach’ while Colin more 
frequently stayed in Coll. 

and to add a bit more of Taobh Siar flavour to the 
Clan MacLeod World Gathering, Dame Catherine 
Tizard officially opened the event. Her mother came 
from ness. Dame Catherine is a former Governor-
General of new Zealand and was the first female 
Mayor of auckland City. 

We also had two Macleod Chiefs at the World 
Gathering, Chief Donald Macleod of the Lews and 
Chief John Macleod of raasay. 

 (Colin is indeed more of a Coll boy than a Siarach! 
He frequently comes on holiday to upper Coll, stay-
ing with various members of the Stewart clan at 19 
upper Coll! Ed.)

Greetings from New Zealand

L. to R. Don, Cathie and Colin at the Clan 
Macleod World Gathering, Auckland

Comhairle Column Catriona, John A. and Donald

Bliadhna Mhath Ùr.

Happy new year to all Loch a’ Tuath residents. 
We trust that everyone had an enjoyable festive 
season with family and friends. 

The beginning of a new year is a time for 
reflection and a time of adjustment in the lives 
of families in our communities, as well as a time 
to look forward to the various challenges and 
excitements that 2014 may bring.

The sun is now heading northwards, the days 
are beginning to lengthen and spring will soon 
be upon us.

Contact details
You can contact any of your local councillors at the 
following:

Donald Crichton: donald.crichton@cne- siar.gov.uk
Home: 820842
Mobile: 07795 020110

Catriona Stewart: catriona.stewart@cne- siar.gov.uk
Home: 820653
Mobile:07825 681646

John a Maciver: johna.maciver@cne-siar.gov.uk
Home: 890306
Mobile: 07825 681774
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Father and Sons
The Martins, 58 Lighthill, Back

Donald Martin 
lived at 58 
Lighthill, Back, 
and he and his 
wife Margaret had 
a family of six 
sons and three 
daughters.

alex, the eldest, 
composed sev-
eral Gaelic songs 
which are regular-
ly heard on radio 
nan Gaidheal. 

The talent for 
music is still evi-
dent in the Martin 

family, in Purdy, Wasp, Christopher, Donald, and 
the late alasdair Graham can also be mentioned.

another feature of the Martins was that most of 
the Martin sons and their sons were very practi-
cal individuals. Dollan, in post war years helped to 
build several homes in the Back district. alex John, 
Frudhlig’s son living in vatisker is a builder/joiner 
and his cousin in Stornoway, alex (Tiny), is also a 
well-known builder.

The photograph of the Martin brothers, Murdo 
(standing) and Dollan was sent by Dollan’s 

An old photo of Donald Martin, 
known to many in past times as 
‘Dupull’,58 Lighthill, Back. Could 
it not have been used for the WW1 
appeal, ‘Your Country Needs You’

daughter Chrissie, 
now living in Bayble. 
It was taken in 
February 1942 when 
both were possibly 
home on leave from 
war service.

Donald (nullaig) 
lived in the 
Poileagan and was 
the father of alex 
Martin, Builder.

John, who was also 
a member of the 
Martin family of 58 
Lighthill, married 
and lived in aird, 
Point.

Kenneth, another of the brothers, lived in Parkend, 
Stornoway and he was the father of Christopher.

Alex Martin, ‘Frudhlig’, in M N 
Uniform (Bosun)

Murdo Martin (standing) and 
his brother Donald (Dollan)

The Late Kenneth Martin, is seen here relaxing at 
his family home.

Donald Martin (Nullaig)
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From the Manse
Grace for a New Year

Bliadhna Mhath Ùr!

2014 is here.  It’s a time for forward planning and fulfilling 
resolutions.  nevertheless the future remains uncertain 
and unpredictable for us all, but God’s grace is always 
dependable, certain and constant.  We can find shelter 
in the sanctuary of grace when we avail ourselves of its 
sufficiency, security and safety.  Thank God that in our 
fluid and fickle world there remains the absolute solidity 
of grace.

When John was eleven his father, a master seaman, 
groomed him for the British navy.  But John lacked dis-
cipline.  arrested for desertion, demoted and flogged, he 
scoffed at authority and mocked Christian crew members.  
One night he awoke and found his cabin filling fast with 
water.  The ship’s side had collapsed.  usually that kind of 
damage sinks a vessel immediately, but a buoyant cargo 
bought John extra time.  John heard another sailor shout, 
‘We’re all goners!’ and his life flashed before him.  

In that moment John repented of his sins and surren-
dered his heart to Jesus Christ.  He became a recipient of 
God’s grace.  He left his ship a changed man.  Just like 
the apostle Paul, John could say I have ‘forgiveness…
according to the riches of his grace’ (Eph 1:7).

This wayward John was the famous John newton who 
later penned many hymns.  One stands out, symbolising 
his conversion to Christ on that desperate night at sea.  
a timeless classic, it continues to resonate, telling of the 
grace that transformed every aspect of John’s life:

amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.
Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come;
‘Tis Grace that brought me safe thus far
and Grace will lead me home.  

John newton testifies to the all-embracing grace of God 
in every aspect of life.  There is cheer in grace.  There 
is consolation in grace.  There is grit in grace.  There is 
glory in grace. 

Let’s see to it that we turn to newton’s God of all grace 
today and every day of every year.  In Christ we can look 
forward with hope and confidence, come what may, by 
adopting newton’s grace perspective for this coming year:

yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail,
and mortal life shall cease;
I shall profess, within the veil,
a life of joy and peace.

Have a Happy, fulfilling and grace-filled new year

Calum I Macleod

a warm welcome is extended to everyone in the com-
munity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services 
in Back and Tong during January 2013 are as follows:
W

Back
Sunday 5 January
12 noon: rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  rev Calum I Macleod 

Sunday 12 January
10:30am: rev alasdair I Macleod
12 noon: Mr angus Macdonald (Gaelic)
6pm:  rev alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 19 January
10:30am: rev alasdair I Macleod
12 noon: rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 26 January
10:30am: rev Calum I Macleod
12 noon: rev Calum I Macleod (Gaelic)
6pm:  rev alasdair I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 5 January
10:30am: rev alasdair I Macleod 

Sunday 12 January
6pm:  Mr Iain Mackinnon (Gaelic)

Sunday 19 January
12 noon: rev Kenneth Ferguson

Sunday 26 January
6pm:  Mr neil Murray  (Gaelic)

January Service Times 

Monthly Family Service
Tong Mission House

Every 3rd Sunday @ 12 noon
 (With Crèche facilities)

***************
Special Baptism Service:
Sunday 19 January 2014

Preacher:  Rev. Kenneth Ferguson

Everyone Welcome
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This arti-
cle was 
first pub-
lished in 
SY Gone 
By and is 
reprinted 
in part 
here, with 
the kind 
permis-
sion of 
the writer, 
Malcolm 
Macdonald 
and of the 

Stornoway Historical Society. Malcolm was inspired to 
research the story when reading The Behar Massacre 
by David Sibley. In it, he noticed the address ‘18 
Marybank’ and was spurred on to research further.

angie’s story is of interest in the Loch a Tuath area as 
angie’s father, neil Macleod was born at 55 Coll Muinntir 
aonghais Bhig and his first cousins are alick angus 
Graham and agnes Stewart. Their mother Peigi was 
neil’s sister.

D.L. who had the memorable meeting with angie when 
walking round Creed with his father Dòmhlan is mac 
Sìne Sheòrais Portair who was from Coll.

On a fine Sunday just after the war, Stornoway shoe-
maker Donald Smith (Dòmhlan) was walking around the 
Creed with his young son D.L. near where the family 
bench and boot is located today.

From the opposite direction came “angie nèill Dhubh” 
Macleod from 18 Marybank who stopped when they met. 
D.L. recalls that his father talked with angus for a while 
before the Marybank man took off his shirt to reveal long 
marks up his back.

It is only now that D.L. understands why he had bamboo 

rod weals covering his entire back.

It was at this time that this unassuming character, 
who worked as a docker at Coast Lines Ltd and as 
a plumber’s mate with the Stornoway Town Council, 
was in correspondence with the royal navy and The 
Judge advocate General in order to bring justice to bear 
against the perpetrators of one of the war’s most hei-
nous crimes.

angie had a story to tell that few, if anybody, in his native 
island would have comprehended or indeed believed. 
Some people in the community knew that this individual 
had been a prisoner-of-war but did not realise that his 
powers of recall had been used to bring to justice the 
Japanese vice-admiral who had been instrumental in 
the callous and brutal murder of many of his colleagues 
on board a Japanese cruiser.

angus Macleod was born on 2 February 1916 at 14 
newton Street, the son of neil and Christina Macleod 
(nee Thomson). His father was a fisherman who then 
became a docker and the family later lived at Bells 
road near the blacksmith’s shop across the road from 
the Gas House (now Tesco). The family had moved to 
18 Marybank by 11 December 1940, when angus, then 
a millworker, volunteered for the royal navy under the 
national Service (aF) act 1939.

National Service
He initially trained at HMS raleigh then was posted to 
HMS Pembroke and in april 1941 was serving as an 
acting aB, thus showing he was responding brightly to 
what was expected of him. This was a day before he 
was sent to HMS President III, a training base for naval 
gunners that would be allocated to serve on merchant 
ships and man the guns provided to defend the ships 
from air and submarine attack. He was confirmed as a 
fully confirmed able Bodied Seaman and his records 
show that throughout his naval service his conduct was 
continually rated as very good. as with all DEMS person-
nel (Defensively Equipped Merchant Ships), their records 

Stornoway Docker v Japanese Admiral

The MV BEHAR was owned by the Hain Steamship Co. Ltd. of London. She was of 7840 gross tons and had a cruising 
speed of 16.5 knots. Propulsion was provided by twin screws driven by motors. Soon after being built by Barclay Curle on 
the Clyde she sailed on her maiden voyage in August 1943

Angie, on right, with fellow dockers, Calum 
‘Bubs’Maclean and John ‘Warrior’ Maclennan
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pertaining to serving on individual merchant ships are 
not noted on their naval records. During his training 
angus must have shown  great aptitude and after learn-
ing to be part of a gun crew he was trained as an aSDIC 
operator. aSDIC is an acronym for anti-submarine detec-
tion investigation committee. The modern equivalent is 
SOnar.

MV Behar
angus served aboard the cargo ship Mv Behar, which 
had been sailing from newcastle, new South Wales & 
Melbourne to India with a cargo of zinc. The ship had a 
complement of ninety five and carried nine passengers. 
The DEMS gunners came from the royal navy and 
the royal artillery which provided a Maritime regiment 
contingent. The Behar was well equipped with the defen-
sive armament consisting of 4 inch and 3 inch dual pur-
pose guns, Oerlikon guns, machine guns, and a rocket 
launcher. In addition, but unusual for a merchant ship, 
she was fitted with aSDIC for the detection of subma-
rines, and carried depth charges. 

To avoid any diplomatic issues should a ship visit a 
neutral country, which often would be the case, the ship 
could not have onboard armed service personnel, so 
to get round this problem, the DEMS personnel were 
signed on as “deckhands”, not wearing uniforms and no 
trace of their service identities existed in the ship’s arti-
cles which listed all the crew and in which capacity they 
were engaged.

Executions
On the 9th March 1944 the ship was intercepted by the 
Japanese Cruiser Tone south-west of the Cocos Island 
and sunk by gunfire.  Of the 104 crew, DEMS gunners/
asdic operators and passengers picked up out of the 
water, 69 were randomly picked out and subsequently 
beheaded on the Tone’s quarterdeck on the evening of 
the 18/19th March. 

Those killed were: 14 British officers and apprentices, six 
British DEMS gunners (royal artillery), six British DEMS 
gunners (royal navy), two royal navy aSDIC operators, 
29 Indian crew, two Chinese crew, 12 Goanese crew and 
one British civilian passenger. 

(nB of these listed, one royal artillery gunner, one royal 
navy gunner and an Indian crew member were killed 
when the Japanese cruiser shelled the Behar).

Therefore 69 died after being murdered on the Tone 
and three died earlier on the Behar as a result of enemy 
action.

In addition two Indian crewmen, one Goanese crewman 
and a Chinese passenger died or disappeared when in 
captivity, taking the death toll to 76 men.

Those who survived the ordeal were: 4 British officers, 3 
British DEMS gunners (royal navy) and asdic operators, 
12 Indian crew, 5 Goanese crew, 1 Merchant navy pas-
senger, 1 rnZaF passenger, 3 rnZvr passengers and 
2 australian civilian passengers (both women).

The selection process for execution cannot be explained 
but the survivors had been removed from the cruiser and 
transferred to another cruiser, the aoba, before the atroc-
ity was committed and they were to spend the remainder 
of the war in captivity.

Captivity

Two officers and four passengers were held in Japan 
and the remainder of those from the Behar were held 
in prisoner-of-war camps in Java.  angus was one of 
those landed at Batavia, ending up at a camp known as 
Bandoeng.  angus and Chief Engineer James Weir were 
isolated for ten months at ‘Bicycle Camp’ before being 
reunited with the others.  He recalled that a Korean 
guard beat them up for next to nothing. The Japanese 
had invaded Korea in 1905 and hated their Korean sub-
ordinates and would punish the Korean guards if they 
showed kindness to the prisoners as they reviled them 
more than they despised the British and americans.

Release

upon his release angus journeyed home on the 
anchor Line ship Cilicia and he arrived in Liverpool 
on 29 October 1945. It was said that all angie wanted 
to do was to get home to his fire and his dog! On 21 
December 1945, the payment of his war gratuity was 
authorised but the amount was not stipulated. no doubt 
it would not have been terribly great.

Witness
Papers shown with this account (see facsimile on this 
page and transcription of substantive content on next 

Telegram informing of Angie’s capture

Telegram with news of Angie being freed
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page) reveal that angus was a main witness to identify-
ing the perpetrators of this atrocious war crime and from 
his submissions it led to the execution of a Japanese 
vice admiral. His sworn affidavit identified vice admiral 
Sakonji who had ordered the mass execution. It is quite 
unclear why the officers of the Mv Behar were not uti-
lised to do what angus did as no evidence from them 
was presented at the subsequent trial for war crimes.

The execution order of the men of Mv Behar had come 
from vice admiral Sakonji, who was later hanged for 
these war crimes on 21st January 1948. The Captain of 
the Tone, Mayazumi Haruo received 7 years imprison-
ment. His lenient sentence was due to the fact he had 
protested on several occasions about his crew having to 
carry out the execution orders.

The affidavit signed by angus was a vivid account of his 
experiences from the time that the Behar was stopped 
until he was released. His recall certainly helped to 
indentify many of the Japanese as many photographs 
were forwarded to him at home in Marybank. The tes-
timonies of five other survivors were also used at the 
War Crimes trial held in 1947. His POW disc, letters, tel-
egrams and the letter from King George vI illustrate the 
story more vividly than most writers could recount.

no one else was ever charged with war crimes from this 
atrocity. This was mainly due to american intervention at 
having all war crime charges dropped if Japan agreed to 
become a Western style democracy, thus helping stop 
the spread of Communism across the Far East.

The policy of killing as many survivors as possible had 
been applied by Japanese submarines earlier than 1944. 

In December 
1943 the British 
ship Daisy 
Moller was sunk 
by the Japanese 
submarine 
rO-110 and 
lifeboats car-
rying survivors 
were rammed, 
followed by 
machine gun 
fire over a large 
area of water. In 
February 1944, 

the British ships British Chivalry and ascot, with survi-
vors in the lifeboats and the water, were subjected to 
similar treatment. In all these appalling cases there was 
heavy loss of life. In January 1942 when the British ship 
Kwantung was sunk by a Japanese submarine, two life-
boats were sunk by ramming and after the second attack 
87 were dead leaving only 13 men left alive. Three 
hundred and seventy two British registered Merchant 
Seamen were killed by the Japanese in unacceptable 
ways from the ships Behar, Daisy Moller, British Chivalry, 
Sutlej, ascot, nancy Moller and nellore.

By 1950 General Douglas Macarthur’s HQ began to 
hamper the investigation into all Japanese war crimes 
and began destroying evidence. The allied governments, 
who signed the 1951 Peace Treaty with Japan, signed 
away all chances of obtaining compensation from the 
Japanese government by former PoW’s.

One of the Behar’s surviving passengers, John Gowing 
Godwin rnZn, later became part of the Supreme 
Command allied Powers to investigate Japanese war 
crimes. He defied these orders and secretly kept evi-
dence on the Behar massacre. These papers were not 
released until his death in 1995.

It is said that on one occasion after the war when work-
ing at the quay in Stornoway, angie was deeply upset 
when a sack of rice split and poured all over the quay. 
no doubt his thoughts had returned to the dark days of 
1944/45 when the prisoners in Java got barely a cupful 
of rice a day.

angus was married to Mary Macleod and died at 11 new 
Garrabost, the home of his sister in law, before a richly 
deserved retirement, on 17 november 1978, aged 62.

Transcript of letter from Major C.G.C. Holmyard asking Angie’s 
help in identifying personnel in the alleged massacre

Angie’s ‘dog tags’ from his time in the 
Japanese prison camp

Telegram with details of Angie’s journey home
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On Monday 9th December all the children, parents, grandparents and friends of Bible Buddies 
youth Club were warmly invited to the Church Hall to listen to the children tell the story about 
The Birth of Jesus and singing carols and hymns. 

The children also made the following donations on the night: Tearfund - £200,   Blythswood - 
£200, Kenny J Mackenzie - £200.  a wonderful evening was enjoyed by everyone who attended.

Bible Buddies Christmas Evening. 

From Back to Buenos Aires
angie Stewart 
(mac alasdair 
Mhurchaidh 
Dhunnachaidh,17 
Back,) was a 
first cousin of 
Seoidhean who 
also lived at 17 
Back.

angie was 
orphaned at a 
young age after 
the death of his 
mother and two 

siblings who died of a fever, and his father died 
after that of a broken heart.

after leaving school he went to Glasgow, then 
London and from there he left for Buenos aires, 
argentina where he worked in Banking. He married 
there and had three sons, alfred, alasdair, George 
and a daughter, annie. alfred’s daughter Marcela 
renewed contact with relatives in Lewis and has 
visited several times. Indeed, Margo Macleod, 3 
Back, (nighean Mary John and alec Macneill) went 
over to argentina as a nanny for Marcela when 
she was sixteen and is still in close contact with the 
family.

annie and George, 2 Back, were in close contact 
with James, Marcela’s brother. as a young student 
in the sixties James was back-packing in Europe 
and came to Lewis hoping to find some relations. 
While walking in the Castle Grounds, he met 
Donald Graham (Dòmhnall Sgord) who was work-
ing there at the time, introduced himself as James 
Stewart and stated his purpose in visiting the 
island. Dòmhnall told him that his wife Peigi was a 
Stewart and from there the connection was made 
with his Back relatives. 

Last month the story continued when James came 
to revisit Back with his French wife annique. He 
caught up with many relatives and friends including 
Ciorstaidh Mary, 17 Back, Ciorstag, yamba, Back, 
Mary Jane, Miller 
road, Stornoway, 
Fiona Campbell, 15 
Back (Mary Jane’s 
daughter) and 
Margo.

In a future edition of 
Loch a Tuath news 
we hope to catch up 
with Jimmy and his 
impressions of his 
recent visit to Lewis.

Angie Stewart, 17 Back

Angus, as a pupil in the Nicolson 
Institute, c. 1900-04
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Sgoil a’ Bhac
Football Victory
Sgoil a’ Bhac’s senior football team recently compet-
ed in the local heats of the Scottish Schools Football 
association Soccer Sevens Competition. after a 
tough qualification round and closely-fought final, 
Sgoil a’ Bhac were victorious. 

We played Sgoil nan Loch, Sgoil an rubha, Laxdale 
and Stornoway Primary in our group and won all 
the games. The scores were 3-0, 4-2, 6-1 and 4-1 
respectively. These victories meant we finished top 
of our group and made it through to the final.

In the final we were to play a different team from 
Stornoway Primary who had finished top of the other 
group. The final was very close. We took the lead 
with a goal from Euan anderson and then Stornoway 
Primary equalised. The score stayed at 1-1 until the 
last ten seconds when Euan sneaked a chance and 
scored a great goal to win us the match.

Our team will now be going away to the mainland 
in March to play in the north regional finals of the 
Soccer Sevens competition. 

The winning team were: Calum Maclennan, andrew 
Macdonald, Steven Mutch, Euan anderson, James 
Maclennan, ross Maciver, Lee Maclean and Hector 
Macdonald 

Enrolment Open Day
We will be holding an open day for parents who 
are intending to enrol in Sgoil a’ Bhac for Gaelic or 
English P1 on Tuesday 21st January 2014.

all parents who are considering enrolling in Sgoil a’ 
Bhac are welcome to attend. There is more informa-
tion about this event on our website.

Christmas 
Concert

This year’s 
Christmas Concert 
performance 
of ‘Snow White 
and the Seven 
Jockeys’ was a 
huge success. 
all the pupils in 
the school, from Sgoil araich to P7 performed to a 
capacity audience in the hall. We would like to thank 
all the people who came along to support the con-
cert and who helped us to prepare for it.

Christmas Parties
as always, we celebrated the Christmas season 
with parties and dances for Sgoil araich, P1-2, P3-5 
and P6-7. There was a special visitor at the Sgoil 
araich and P1-2 parties and he gave out present to 
all the children. The pupils of P3-5 and P6-7 enjoyed 
dances and party games in the assembly hall.

Christmas Assembly
We were very pleased to mark the end of term and 
the arrival of the Christmas holidays with a special 
assembly led by rev. CI Macleod. We were joined 
by a good number of parents and relatives who par-
ticipated in the singing of psalms and carols with us. 
a number of children gave seasonal readings from 
the bible and we had a very interesting address 
from rev. Macleod. 

Tear Fund – Typhoon Haiyan Appeal
We raised £130 to support the people who were 
affected by Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines earlier 

The winning team

Christmas Assembly
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this year. The funds were raised by holding a spe-
cial hot chocolate stall at break time in the school.

 The event was organised by our support staff and 
pupils and raised an impressive amount. It was 
decided to make the donation to Tear Fund who are 
involved in directly supporting the people affected 
by the typhoon.

Christmas Concert Stories
The pupils of E1-2 have been writing special stories 
about their Christmas Concert:

Last night at school we had our Christmas con-
cert.  Our show was called Snow White and the 
Seven Jockeys.  I was a deer.  I was wearing brown 
clothes and antlers and a red nose.  We sang Down 

in the Forest and What Does the Fox 
Say.  My favourite part was being up 
on stage.

Dylan Mackenzie EP2

Last night at school we had the 
Christmas Concert.  Our play was 
called Snow White and the Seven 
Jockeys.  I was a fox.  I had a bushy 
tail made from tinsel and a fox cos-
tume.  My favourite part was when the 
whole school sang roar at the end.

Anya Rogers EP2

It was the Christmas Concert.  I was a 
deer.  I had antlers on my head.

Kieran Maclennan EP1

Some pictures from 
our Christmas parties!

Money raised for Typhoon Haiyan appeal

Christmas Concert
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Nursery News

reverend Calum Iain Macleod visited the nursery recently 
and spoke to the children about Baby Jesus.

The boys and girls thoroughly enjoyed their visit to ‘an 
Lanntair’ to view the pantomime ‘Dick Whittington’. Isabel 
and Jessie wish to add a sincere message of thanks to par-
ents who accompanied the children on this special outing.

The children performed a lovely selection of Christmas 
songs to family and friends on Wednesday,11th December.  
a visitor dressed in red received a very warm welcome after 
the show and the distribution of gifts concluded the morning 
very nicely.

Bingo Bonus

a fun evening for all the family was held on Saturday, 23rd 
november in Tong Hall.  In addition to playing Bingo, there 
was a beautiful selection of raffle prizes.  The school is 
indebted to those who planned and co-ordinated the whole 
event.  The vast array of prizes on offer delighted all the 
lucky recipients.  an incredible total of £1547.30 was a real 
boost to the Fairburn Fund.

Sarah’s Success

Sarah Macpherson, Primary Four, was amazed to discover 
her design for the Tesco competition to design a Christmas 
poster was the winning entry.  Sarah’s prize was £20 to 
spend in the Tesco store and a further £40 for the school to 
spend on Christmas party treats. Mr Kevin Poke, store man-
ager, and members of staff, presented the prizes to Sarah 
on Tuesday, 17th December.  Santa Claus also came along 
on the day and gave sweets to all the pupils. Well done, 
Sarah!

Soup and Pudding

Hearty soups and deli-
cious desserts were 
enjoyed by all those 
who attended the 
Soup and Pudding 
Lunch held on Saturday, 
7th December.  This event was also held to raise funds for 
the planned Primary Six and Seven trip to Fairburn activity 
Centre, and a total of £504.23 was raised on the day. a 
special thank you is extended to those who prepared food, 
worked in the kitchen and cleared up afterwards.  We also 
add a sincere thank you to members of the community who 
came along to support the school.

Hypermarket Update

The dining area was transformed into a market on Thursday, 
21st november as pupils were given an opportunity to 
buy items which they had helped to make for the annual 
Charities Hypermarket. Sugar cubes, sweet treats, candles 
and mincemeat were snapped up prior to the sale held the 
next day in Stornoway Town Hall.  The children learned a 
variety of skills through planning and preparing the event, 
making items and manning the stalls.  This Enterprise 
Project would not be possible without the great effort from 
Mrs Stephanie Lloyd, Classroom assistant.  Thank you also 
to Mrs angie Moore and Mrs Maureen Macdonald for all 
their assistance.

Service at Tong Mission House

The Christmas assembly was held in Tong Mission House 
on Friday, 13th December.  The Mission House has under-
gone a transformation since our last visit and all commented 
on the cosy and comfortable interior. reverend Calum Iain 
Macleod gave pupils and staff his customary warm greeting 
and delivered a talk about a special Christmas card he had 
received from Heaven.  Pupils from Primary Six and Seven 
delivered Bible readings interspersed between singing and 
Mr Macleod’s talk.  Thank you also to Mr Willie Macleod 
and Mr John alex Finlayson for ensuring the Mission House 
was lovely and warm on our arrival. The visit was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all and we thank reverend Macleod for accom-
modating the school.

after the service, Primary Six and Seven pupils were 
delighted to receive a surprise from Mr Willie Macleod, 
Church Elder.  Mr Macleod presented a cheque to the value 
of £200 to the group for their planned trip to Fairburn and 
the children were thrilled with this generous donation.  Mr 
Macleod also gave the pupils some wise words about leav-
ing Primary School. Staff and pupils sincerely thank Office 
Bearers from Tong Mission House for this extremely kind 
and generous donation.

Jingle Bells

Great fun was had by all at the two Christmas parties held 
this year.  The P1-3 party took place on Wednesday, 18th 
December and the P4-6 party was held the following day.  
Santa Claus managed to visit both parties and was a very 
welcome visitor.

Tong School

Reverend Macleod with the Nursery children

Sarah’s Special Poster
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a Primary Seven party for pupils in Back, Tolsta and Tong 
was held on Thursday, 19th December.  This event was a 
fun way for the children to get to know one another.

‘Cinders’

Two performances of our Christmas production, a pan-
tomime based on the story of Cinderella, were held on 
Tuesday, 10th December.  The children worked extremely 
hard to learn songs, lines and perform dance sequences.  
a twist to the tale was a surprise to end the show and the 
audience thoroughly enjoyed the performance. Pupils and 
staff are extremely grateful to the input received from our 
Music Teacher, Mrs avril Duncan. We also wish to thank a 
willing band of parent helpers who helped make and serve 
tea during the afternoon concert, those who helped with cos-
tuming and those who brought treats for the actors to enjoy 
after the evening performance.

Extracts from some reports about the show are recorded 
below:

In October we found out that we were doing Cinders for our 
Christmas concert. I felt happy that we were doing Cinders.  
When I found out that I was going to be Cinders, I had a 
lot of mixed emotions. I felt scared in one way and excited 
in the other. as time passed we started fitting in more and 
more rehearsals.  With each one I started getting even more 
nervous.  We spent lots of time and effort on Cinders.  It 
was finally starting to come together and make a brilliant 
pantomime. When we rehearsed I felt awkward singing, but I 
eventually got into character.  

Donna, P7

When we were auditioning for the cast I would have hated 
and been so annoyed if I was Buttons or Prince Charming, 
my heart jumped up when I heard I was the King.  I decided 

to put on a funny voice.
Alexander, P7

I was really happy because I got the part of Lady Posh! 
When we found out who the main cast was I was very 
happy for them.  It was really tempting to laugh when we 
found out who the ugly Sisters were! Some of the costumes 
were lovely and some of them were funny. The ugly Sisters 
had to stuff pillows up their clothes and their make-up was 
horrendous! The ballroom dancers had lovely dresses and 
beautiful shoes too.  I loved the feeling when I was just 
about to go on stage.  It was lots of mixed emotions.  When 
we were performing I had butterflies, but I didn’t get that 
when I was singing or dancing.  When we had finished the 
performance I was happy and full of giggles!
Tori, P6

The night before the show I was excited and nervous. When 
the first show began in the afternoon I was really excited.  
When we got to the hall there was a lot of people there.  The 
first show was really good but there were a few mistakes.  
Then the last show was at 7 o’clock.  I was really excited to 
go on the stage and dance. First the whole school was on 
stage for three songs.  I really enjoyed the P2/3 cat dance 
and their song.  I really enjoyed the play.
Leona, P6

A special visitor at the Nursery concert

Cinders with her ‘Ugly Sisters’

Heralds announce a Royal Visit

Christmas Lunch was super

Palace cats and mice in action
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MurDO MaCKay PLanT HIrE

access roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Local Church Launches CD
Following their 
recent church refur-
bishment, Back 
Free Church have 
launched their first 
ever CD as part of 
an extensive fund-
raising campaign. 
recorded at a praise 
evening last month, 
“Sounds from Loch 
a Tuath” comprises 
of twenty one Gaelic 
and English psalms 
sung by the local 
congregation and 
joined by the tal-
ented Luchd Seinn 
nan Oran choir.

The £115,000 refur-
bishment project at 
the beginning of the year saw major chang-
es to the foyer, crèche and kitchen areas of 
the church building, as well as painting, car-
peting and upgrading of the sound system.

Making the most of the new and improved building, 
the congregation led by rev Calum Iain Macleod 
have enjoyed a busy year, with weekly children’s 
clubs, Christianity Explored and Discipleship 
programmes, and last month they staged a 

youth Conference 
where american 
preacher Bob 
ackroyd addressed 
teenagers from 
across the island.

a fundraising com-
mittee was also set 
up following the 
refurbishment and 
after a year of fun-
draising activities 
the congregation 
are now launch-
ing this new praise 
CD. The minister 
of the congrega-
tion rev Calum Iain 
Macleod comment-
ed that the CD is 
“a delightful combi-

nation of traditional and contemporary bilingual 
praise, uplifting and soul edifying in every way”.

The CD is available at the Stornoway religious 
Bookshop, Gordon’s Filling Station in Back and vari-
ous other outlets across the island priced at just £10.

 If you are living away from the island and would 
like a copy of the CD posted to you, please email 
alasdair Smith at alasdair125@btinternet.com

a 50th  school reunion has been planned for 
Friday 4th april and Saturday 5th april 2014 for 
all the pupils of all the schools throughout the 
Western Isles born in 1964, also included in the 
event are all the pupils who attended school in 
this year, birthday not necessarily falling in 1964.

The reunion will take place at Stornoway Golf 
Club on both evenings.

The format for Friday is semi - formal with a buf-
fet being served.

Saturday evening will be live entertainment  
(Catch 22) with a hog roast and bar-b-que being 
served.

It is hoped that as many former pupils as possi-
ble will join the event.

Event organisers have now set up a facebook 
page - ‘babies of ‘64’ - which will be updated 
regularly.  an invitation is warmly extended to 
anyone with pictures to please place them on 
this page and also, if possible, help identify peo-
ple in the photographs already on the page.

any person who wishes to attend should get in 
touch  with any of the following committee mem-
bers:

annie Macdonald - annielaxay@yahoo.co.uk or 
Susan O Brien - susanobrien13@live.co.uk

Karine Jappy Macleod - karine.macleod@hot-
mail.co.uk or John Horne - johnhorne28@yahoo.
co.uk or Donnie Mackenzie - donnie_macken-
zie@yahoo.com or Catherine Gillies - catheri-
negillies1@yahoo.com

Babies of ‘64 - Western Isles - Butt to Barra
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket arrangements

Silk Dried Flower arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

a Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559
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Back in Time      
Obituary

We regret to record the death of Mr Angus Macleod, 
35 Back, which occurred on 23rd Dec.  The deceased, 
who was aged 77 years, was confined to the house 
through illness for over a year.  Mr Macleod, when a 
young man, followed the calling of a fisherman and 
was a very industrious crofter.  He was of a quiet dis-
position,  and his death will be regretted in the neigh-
bourhood.  He was predeceased by his wife about 12 
years ago, and is survived by 5 daughters, the eldest of 
whom is married in USA, and 2 sons.

Missing Presumed Killed

Mr Alexander Martin, road surfaceman, 17 Vatisker, 
has received news that his youngest son Alexander, a 
Naval Reservist is missing, presumed killed.  Sandy, 
as he was locally called, like many others, was called 

up at the outbreak of hostilities.

At Home

Pte Murdo Stewart, younger son of Mr and Mrs Hugh 
Stewart, 29 Gress, is now home. Murdo who was lat-
terly a piper in The Cameron Highlanders, saw much 
severe fighting in the African campaign.  He was twice 
wounded.

On Leave

On leave recently were Annie Macdonald, WRNS, 
New St, Back; Johanna Nicolson, LACW, 4 Back;  
Margaret Gunn, NAAFI;  Warrant Officer John 
Mackenzie, RN, The Manse;  Warrant Officer Angus 
Maciver, RNR, 36 Gress;  CPO Angus Maciver, 
RNR, 72 Coll;  Murdo Maciver, MN, 72 Coll;  John 
Macleod, RNR, 35 Back;  John Macdonald, RNR, 9 
Coll.

     January 1944

First World War 1914-18
Commemoration Year

2014 marks the 
Centenary of the 
outbreak of the Great 
War. It is hoped that 
we will mark the year 
in Loch a Tuath news 
with articles relating 
to those from our 
area who served in, 
or made the ultimate 
sacrifice in that 
conflict. We would 
therefore be very 
grateful to receive 
any stories or photos 
relating to that period 
of history. 

Pictured are:

Back row L. to r. 
John neil Macrae, 
25 Coll, George 

Macdonald, 29 Coll

Front row L. to r. 
angus Graham, 22 
Coll, John Graham, 5 
Coll, andrew Graham, 
20 Coll

These young lads, all 
neighbours in Coll, 
fought in WW1. 

John neil, George (an 
uncle of Jean Stewart) 
and angus (an uncle of 
Catriona and Seonaid 
Bhruce) were all lost in 
the war. John became 
ill and was discharged 
from duty and andrew 
survived the war but 
was drowned in 1922 
in the Coll Drowning.
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Beef and Madeira Casserole & Dumplings
Beef and Madeira Casserole
Just the thing for a cold winter’s day!

1 ½ lbs. good stewing steak
3 tablespoons seasoned flour
Pop the flour in a clear plastic bag, add the beef, 
tie the top and shake well until the beef is well 
coated.
Olive oil or sundried tomato oil, about 2 table-
spoons
2 white onions roughly 
chopped 
1 red onion, roughly 
chopped
4 or 5 spring onions, 
chopped (scallions)
4 cloves of garlic, left 
whole
1 red chilli, finely 
chopped (you can 
deseed it if you don’t like 
too much heat)
3 tablespoons freshly 
chopped tarragon or 2 
tablespoons dried tarra-
gon
2 tablespoons chopped 
sundried tomatoes
1 tablespoon tomato 
puree
1 pint of good beef stock
a good slosh of Madeira or Port wine (a very 
generous glass!)
about 2 tablespoons of Balsamic vinegar
Couple of dashes of Worcestershire Sauce

Preheat your oven to gas mark 2, 300°F or 
150°C

Heat the oil in a heavy based casserole pan 
(one that can go into the oven). add the floured 
beef and brown well.

reduce the heat, add the red and white onions, 
stir in well and allow to cook for another four or 
five minutes until they turn translucent.

add the sundried tomatoes, chilli, spring onions 
and garlic.  Cook for another couple of minutes 
being careful that the garlic doesn’t start to burn.

add the tomato puree, stir in well and pour 
in the stock, madeira, balsamic vinegar and 
Worcestershire Sauce.  

Give it all another good stir and bring it up to a 
simmer. 

Pop into your preheated oven and leave to cook 
on a gentle heat for 3 - 3 
½ hours.

Chilli and Herb 
Dumplings

4 oz. Self raising Flour 
(Sifted)
2 oz. vegetable suet
Seasoning
a good sprinkle of onion 
salt
1 tablespoon of fresh (or 
dried tarragon)
2 teaspoons of dried chilli 
flakes

Enough cold water to 
bring it all together into a 
soft, but not sticky dough.

Put all the dry ingredients into a bowl and add 
the water, bit by bit, until you have the right con-
sistency.

Divide into 8 portions and, flouring your hands, 
roll into balls.

Half an hour before your casserole is ready, 
increase the oven heat to about 200°C, 400°F 
or gas mark 6.  Take the casserole out.  Pop in 
the dumplings, clamp the lid back on and return 
to the oven for about half an hour or until the 
dumplings are well risen, light and puffy.

Serve with some creamy mashed potato and a 
green vegetable of your choice.

Please send us one of your favourite recipes, 
we would love to receive them.

Casserole and 
Dumplings
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The Voyage South to Scotland - the final instalment of 
Eilidh Stewart-Harding’s sailing adventure.

Day 19 
after breakfast, we all had to give the boat a quick clean 
in preparation for our voyage south to Scotland. We had 
to wait for a shift in the wind before we left, so we got 
the sails all prepared to hoist once we were out of the 
harbour. We left just after lunch and started our journey 
towards the Hebrides.  I felt I was undertaking the same 
journey as my ancient viking ancestors in their search for 
new lands in which to settle.

Days 20-21 

We had a pretty good passage as we sailed south from 
the Faroes and I got a bit excited towards evening on the 
11th as I saw the Isle of Lewis in the distance.  When we 
came around the Butt, making our way down the Minch, 
we were hit by another gale and it was a bumpy night, 
with water coming through the mast holding and down 
into the cabin, soaking two people who were trying to 
sleep in their bunks – a nasty awakening. I was disap-
pointed not have been able to take a photo while passing 
Lewis on my return from the arctic but the storm and the 
darkness made it impossible.  My granny Stewart was 
hoping we would come into Broad Bay on the way back 
but it wasn’t to be.

none of us really got much sleep that night, so trying 
to stay awake while on watch was tough, and we didn’t 

make 
much 
progress 
as we 
were 
beating 
to wind-
ward.  
We con-
tinued 
for the 
rest of 
the day 
towards 
the Kyle 

of Lochalsh, where we anchored for the night and had a 
good sleep.  

Day 22 

at the pontoon at Kyle we did a massive final clean-up of 
Ocean Spirit and bought provisions for the ‘end of voyage 
party’.  after we cleaned up the boat and re-fueled we 
headed for 
Plockton.  
On the 
way there I 
was down 
below 
preparing 
food, set-
ting tables 
and deco-
rating the 
saloon for 
the party, 
not know-
ing that 
my mum 
just happened to be driving accross the Skye bridge and 
saw Ocean Spirit heading out.  She managed to park the 
car and run up to the middle of the bridge calling out my 
name, waving and taking photos. She was so delighted 
that I heard her and was waving back at her but it was 
another crew member named Eilidh! never mind, it 
made my mum very happy and she managed to get this 
wonderful photo of us sailing for our final destination of 
Plockton where we had our final party and thanked all the 
staff for such a wonderful experience.

Day 23 

The last day was spent giving the boat its final spit and 
polish, taking sails down, unloading, stoking up for its next 
voyage and having a briefing of the whole voyage.  It was 
good to be going home for a nice long bath, but I would 
miss my shipmates after a couple of days and miss the 
life of adventure.

I had the most amazing experience of my life and it will be 
something I will never forget. I will cherish the memories 
forever.

An Arctic Voyage
On the helm of Ocean Spirit

Ocean Spirit, from the Skye Bridge

Immersion Suits
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Here are some more photographs from the 
archives for you to reminisce over. The ‘old 
photos’ are always a very popular item in our 
magazine, but we need your help in submit-
ting them! your photos can be scanned quick-
ly and returned, so please send some in as 
supplies are getting low! It would be good to 
get more from more recent times too, the sev-
enties, eighties and nineties. Happy hunting! 

Incidentally, ‘noah’ in the photo of the Coll 
Boys, was the uncle of angie, the hero of 
Stornoway Docker versus Japanese admiral.

Picture Gallery

Katie Bell Stewart, late of 29 Coll on her  90th Birthday, 1986 with family 
and friends.

Front Row L. to R.  alastair Stewart, Katie Bell Stewart, Seòras Stewart, 
Dollag a’ Chaoidhaich 

Back row L.to R. Mairi Jessie, Jessie Stewart, violet Smith, D.L. Smith, 
Jessie Stewart, Dorothy Stewart, Donald Stewart

The Gress Girls! L. to R. Janet, Murdag, , Ishbel  and Cathie  at 
a wedding in the Cabarfeidh hotel

Standing are Seonaidh Aonghais Dhomhnaill 
Ruaidh 53and 78 Coll, Iain Mhurchaidh 41 Coll. 
Seated are Niall na Cois 47 Coll, Domhnall Aonghais 
Bhig,'Noah'55Coll

Calm before the storm at Tong 
beach.
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Ten year old abby 
Jo Morrison, Ocean 
view,36 upper Coll 
had an amazing 2013, 
winning many dres-
sage events, at home 
and away.

at Lochside arena 
she won her prelimi-
nary dressage league 
with her pony Leah 
and came second in 
Introductory with her 
young pony Coco 
Minstrel. She also won 
the Open Jumping 

(85 cm) at the Lochside Summer Show with Coco. at 
Ingelston, Glasgow, in the summer, she won her ridden 
classes, took reserve champion and then got second and 
third in preliminary dressage in senior classes (competing 
with over 18s) which is a huge achievement.

Other highlights for abby Jo during 2013 included winning 
her class at Seaforth Show in Dingwall in dressage, and 
winning Dressage and Jumping classes at Chapelton, 
Muir of Ord. at the Black Isle Show she won a First out 

of a large class of fifteen.In September, the highlight 
for abby Jo was winning the Scottish regional British 
Dressage Fledglings Trophy, the culmination of all her 
competitions over the summer.

all this success, of course, does not come without a lot of 
hard work and dedication. Throughout the year abby Jo 
did lots of training, working very hard keeping her ponies 
fit and travelling many miles to visit top instructors, gain-
ing valuable advice and training from them. However, as 
well as working hard, she also had loads of fun and has 
made many friends in the equestrian world. Her mum and 
dad, Ellie and Chris, are very proud of abby Jo’s achieve-
ments, saying that her life revolves round her horses 
and that she loves all the work she puts in, not only with 
them, but with other horses as well. They are also very 
grateful to Sgoil a Bhac, which has been very supportive 
in accommodating training.

In all, it has been a fab year for abby Jo, travelling the 
length and breadth of the country with her ponies, which 
is in itself tiring and hard work, but all well worth it!

Well done abby Jo, and we wish you lots more success 
in 2014.

Equestrian Success

Abby Jo, proud winner of the 
Scottish Regional British Dressage 
Fledglings Trophy

Abby Jo and her young Coco Minstrel Abby Jo and Leah Valentine Minuet

We continue to meet in ‘The Hut’ in Back every second 
Wednesday and have a very interesting talk from dif-
ferent people as well as a cup of tea, beautiful home 
baking and a chance to catch up with each other’s 
news. These past few months we have been visited by 
a dietician, physiotherapist, the Energy people, Carolyn 
the Back chemist, the red Cross and Jan who came to 
show us her sewing and embroidery.

 We also had a trip to Breasclete and joined other 
groups from all over the Island and were served soup, 
sandwiches, cake and tea. They had many old crafts 

displayed there including quilting, knitting, a lady at her 
spinning wheel and old photographs. 

Two of our ladies celebrated their 90th birthdays and 
two their 80th birthdays since the summer and we 
wish them all a healthy and happy year to come. Our 
Christmas dinner was in the Caberfeidh Hotel and it was 
enjoyed by all.   

new members are always welcome so if you can spare 
a few hours on a Wednesday afternoon come and join 
us.

Back Cairdeas
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   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...New Year Challenges

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(uK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LaTn or cash 
for £33.00 to Mrs M. a. Davidson, 3a new Street, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LH.

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is 
due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £33.00
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

as we go into the new year to face its challenges, it 
is good to look forward and plan our year.  The gar-
den at the moment, though lacking incolour, can still 
look good with hedges trimmed and shrubs pruned, 
the ground dug and weed free.  The greenhouse 
is empty, apart from some cuttings of ivy, buddleia 
and honeysuckle.  all the semi-hardy pot plants are 
removed out of harm's way, as the greenhouse offers 
no protection from frost unless heated or adequate 
cover is given to the plants.  The garden furniture and 
wooden planters, which have been emptied of the 
compost, have been taken in for the winter and will be 
treated with wood preservative before being reintro-
duced to the garden in the late Spring.

Late autumn or early winter digging is commendable 
and adding manure will ensure a favourable start to 
the spring.  There is plenty of horse manure to be 
found.  I cover the rhubarb plotwith manure, topped 
with last year's grass cuttings.  Left in the ground to 
winter are the winter cabbages and carrots, as we not 
experience heavy frost in double figures on our island. 

The leeks have been lifted, chopped, bagged and 
frozen, losing none of the long green leaves which 
you do not get in the supermarkets.  I went last year 
for the old reliable leek called Musselburgh, rather 
than the new hybrid ones, which boast of large crops 
but can be prone to bolting.  The cause of bolting in 
both leeks and onions is due to a number of factors, 
no doubt connected with the weather.  none of the 
Musselburgh crop bolted last year.

We do tend to keep seed left over from the year 

before - but beware - not all seed has a prolonged 
life in the packet, which can result in stunted growth, 
which I have discovered to my cost.  If you are think-
ing of starting a new plot from scratch, it is advis-
able to do what is called 'trench digging', which is 
up to two depths of the spade deep and with the top 
turf turned upside down in the bottom of the trench 
and topped with soil.  Fresh grass can be like fresh 
manure, which can cause fanking if the turf is left too 
near the surface.  root vegetables such as carrots 
or  parsnips will fork if they come into contact with the 
fresh grass.

This year I am continuing the redesign of the garden 
by planting more shrubs, so affording more shelter 
and making the garden more easily maintainable.  I 
hope to plant a couple of fruit trees, preferably plum. 

Finally, all the garden will be well manured this spring.

From the Poileagan

The back garden in December with the green house down 
the steps in a sheltered position
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S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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10 YEARS AGO 

In the News in January 2014

2nd January: Stardust successfully flies past Comet 
Wild 2, collecting samples that it will return to Earth two 
years later.

3rd January: In Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, an Egyptian 
charter Boeing 737 crashes into the red Sea shortly 
after take-off, killing 148 people many of whom were 
French tourists going home from holidays.

8th January: The rMS Queen Mary 2, the largest pas-
senger ship ever built, is christened by her namesake's 
granddaughter, Queen Elizabeth II.

12th January: The World Worldlife Fund uK reports that 
the orangutan is in danger of becoming extinct within the 
next 20 years because of commercial logging and clear-
ance for oil palm plantations.

16th January: Earthquake in Iran updates the death toll 
from the Bam earthquake to 41,000 people. The final fig-
ure could be as high as 45,000

21st January: On this day in history China ushered in 
the year of the monkey, a positive sign in Chinese astrol-
ogy for business and growth. 

23rd January: David Kay says, in his opinion, Iraq had 
no banned WMD stockpiles: "I don't think they existed", 
Kay said, "What everyone was talking about is stockpiles 
produced after the end of the last (1991)Gulf War, and I 
don't think there was a large-scale production program in 
the '90s."

25th January: Opportunity rover (MEr-B) lands on sur-
face of Mars.

From the 
Archives...

A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

Percussion galore with P3 and 4 Tong Primary

Karting 
success for 

Alasdair 
Graham, 

runner-up in 
the Scottish 
Newcomers’ 

Champion-
ship

29th January:  a whale explodes in the town of Tainan, 
Taiwan. a build-up of gas in the decomposing Sperm 
whale is suspected of causing the explosion.

31st January: The People's republic of China puts poul-
try export bans on three more areas after a World Health 
Organisation warning that the chance of controlling the 
avian Flu outbreak is slipping. 

Tong Choir 25th Anniversary with some of the original 
choir members

Katie Mary Graham’s retirement dinner with Sgoil a 
Bhac staff and friends
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Material for  
publication in the FEBRUARY issue of Loch a Tuath News 

must be in before WEDNESDAY 22nd JANUARY 2014

John Maclean took 
this photograph 
of snowclearing in 
Upper Coll,1989. 
L. to R. John 
Robert Clark 
John Macdonald 
(The Pope), Alick 
Angus Graham , 
Alex Cumming, 
Jimmy Chalmers. A 
doctor’s car had got 
stuck!

Back School S1B, 1995-96
Back row: Jayne Macarthur (Broadbay view), Donna Murray (Tong), annabel Macleod (Tolsta), Claire Stewart 
(Back), Marina Mackay (Coll)
Middle row: Iain Maclean (vatisker), Donald Macdonald (Tong), Elaine Campbell (Tolsta), Christopher Matheson 
(Coll), Hannes Davidson (Tong), alasdair Edward (Back)
Front row: Graham Campbell (Back), Joanne Macdonald (upper Coll), Mrs Finella Macdonald, ruth Mackenzie 
(Tolsta), Iain Murdo Macleod (Tong)


