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This month you can find:
• Gaisgich Ghriais            • A Chat with Calum Iain            • Mother's Day Menu

Plus: As Na Bailtean, Anns a' Ghàrradh, Back in Time and much more!
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Welcome to your March issue of Loch a 
Tuath News! We have another packed edi-
tion for you this month! March is a month 
for spring appearing, Mother’s Day, and in 
Loch a Tuath News’ case - preparation for 
an upcoming birthday!  Twenty years ago, 
in April 1997, the first Loch a Tuath News 
hit the shelves. It has come a long way 
since then, and with thanks to the hard-
working committee over the years, and 
you, the supportive community - it is what 
it is today. We will be taking a look back 
to that very first issue, in next month’s 
magazine, so keep a look out for it!

We are honoured to have 
the return of the Gaisgich series, this 
time covering the Fallen of the Second 
World War. Gress is featured this month, 
with the other villages following in later 
issues. The Gaisgich series has been 
researched by Iain Murray, who we are 

also delighted to announce, has joined 
us at Loch a Tuath News as our Back/
Vatisker correspondent alongside Anne 
Ramsay.  

This month you can also find out all the 
latest goings on at Sgoil a’ Bhac and 
Tong School, and find a Mother’s Day 
Menu to spoil your loved one with this 
Mother’s Day (26th!). Back Football Club 
have a packed programme this month to 

celebrate International Women’s 

Day (see Page 10) so please 
show your support for this fan-
tastic facility on our doorstep. We 
also have your favourite regulars 
As na Bailtean and From the 
Manse. Happy reading!

Keep all you articles and pictures 
coming in - we love hearing from you.

Have a blessed March,

Melanie

Front cover photograph: 'Road to the 
Stars' courtesy of Impact Imagz

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: latneditor2@outlook.com
By post: Taigh Gone, 27 Upper Coll, HS2 0LS

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible. If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Fàilte

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 
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Margaret, sons Donald and Alasdair 
Iain, sister Seonaid and the extended 
family we extend our sincere sympa-
thy in their bereavement.

90th Birthdays
On a happier note we are delighted to 
extend our best wishes to two recent 
nonagenarians: Norman Macleod, for-
merly 2 New Street, Back and Katie 
Macleod, 66 Back. Tormod Doo is the 
only surviving man from Back village 
who served in WW2; he spent the 
closing months of the war with the 
Tug Service. He is in reasonably good 
health and enjoys meeting friends and 
relations from the district when they 
visit him at his home in St Andrews. 
He reached his milestone birthday in 
mid-January. Katie Ailigean Uisdean 
celebrated her 90th birthday with 
family and friends on 1 February. Katie 
also enjoys a measure of good health 
and is a regular attender at the Gaelic 
service in Back Church on Sunday 
morning. We wish both Norman and 
Katie many more happy returns.

Gress
Condolences
We send our sympathy to Richard 
Fairbairn and Catriona Ghlen following 
the death of his sister Jill in Edinburgh.

We are thinking of the families and 
friends of the Reverend Alasdair 
Smith who passed away at the age of 
91 years. He used to live among us 
here in Gress.

We also remember the family of Dr. I. 
D. Campbell whom we had as a pastor 
for 11years. We shall miss them both. 

Get Well Wishes
Get well wishes go to Richard 
Fairbairn after his stay in the Western 
Isles Hospital, and Iain Murray after 
his return from the Edinburgh Royal 
Infirmary. We are pleased to see they 
are improving and we wish them both 
a speedy recovery.

As NA 
BAilteAN

incapacitated towards the end of her 
life and was lovingly cared for at the 
Bethesda Nursing Home, where she 
passed away on 19 January aged 88 
years. Her funeral service took place 
the following week in Tong Mission 
House. We offer our condolences to 
her daughter Anne and her family in 
England, her brother Rev Angus Alex 
MacDonald and his wife Helen in Tong 
and to the extended family. 

Donald Morrison
After a long illness patiently borne 
Donald Morrison passed away in 
Wakefield, Yorkshire on 19 January 
aged 61 years. Domhnall Beag 
Dhomhnaill Thuigs, the son of Donald 
and Dolina Morrison, was born at 
58 Vatisker and upon leaving school 
found employment in the textile indus-
try in Yorkshire. It was there that 
he and his wife Karen raised their 
two daughters and one son: Sharon, 
Christine and Donald. Despite many 
years away from his island home 
he expressed a wish to be buried 
in Gress and that was fulfilled on a 
beautiful winter's day when he was 
laid to rest beside his parents. A good 
number of old friends and cousins 
gathered to pay their respects. To 
his wife and family we extend our 
sympathy on the loss of a relatively 
young man. We think also of his sis-
ter Catherine and brother Don Neil; 
another brother Alasdair was tragically 
drowned in a boating accident in Loch 
Seaforth in 2008.

Rev Alasdair Smith
On 14 February Rev Alasdair Smith 
passed to his eternal rest aged 
91 years. A native of Ness he was 
ordained to the ministry in 1965 
and faithfully served the parishes of 
Strontian and Acharacle, Kilmuir and 
Stencholl and latterly Scalpay where 
many came to faith under his preach-
ing, including our current minister Rev 
Calum Iain Macleod. His long associ-
ation with the Back district began when 
he married Chrissie Bella Stewart, 10 
Back (Chrissie Bella a' Chuibhlear) in 
1966. Following his retirement from 
Scalpay in 1990 he lived at 16 Gress 
initially and then at 73 Coll. In his 
retirement he assisted with church 
services, prayer meetings, wake 
services and funerals, all of which 
was greatly appreciated by the Back 
congregation. Alasdair was a true 
Christian gentleman and during per-
iods of ill-health bore his providence 
with dignity, patience and acceptance. 
To his widow Chrissie Bella, daughter 

BAck/VAtisker
Bereavements
In the February edition we recorded 
six deaths which took place at the turn 
of the year. Sadly as 2017 has pro-
ceeded four more families who have 
connections with the Back/Vatisker 
district have been bereaved and this 
column would like to pay tribute to 
those we have lost in the last few 
weeks.

Christina I Murray
It was with great sadness that we 
learned of the passing of Chirsty Bella 
Murray on 11 January aged 81 years. 
Chirsty Bella Mhurchaidh Chlaoid was 
brought up at 22 North Tolsta with 
her older sisters Mary and Dolina 
and younger brother Donald. When 
she married Neil Murray (Niall Ailig 
Ruairidh) in 1960 she came to live at 9 
Back where they raised their family of 
four sons and one daughter: Alasdair, 
Mo, Ruaraidh, Iain and Katherine. 
Over the years the exemplary care 
she gave to her family members, both 
young and old, in their times of need 
earned her the affection and respect 
of many in the community. She also 
worked as a home help where her dili-
gence and cheerful nature endeared 
her to her elderly neighbours. During 
a long illness she overcame almost 
insurmountable challenges; in her 
final weeks in hospital many prayers 
were offered that she would make one 
more recovery but sadly it was not to 
be. She accepted her providence with 
optimism, patience and fortitude, often 
quoting 1 Samuel 7:12 - "Gu ruige 
seo chuidich an Tighearna leinn." To 
her loved ones we extend our sincere 
sympathy in their sad loss. 

Johanna Graham
The small community at Ceann a' 
Deas a' Bhac was again saddened to 
learn of the death of Johanna Graham. 
Johanna Dhòmhnaill Nis was born at 
6 Tong Park and, following the war, 
married Donald Graham, 38 Gress 
(Dolsic). His work with the Atomic 
Energy Authority took the couple and 
their family to locations in Lancashire 
and Caithness before retiring to 8 
Back in the early 1980s. Theirs was 
a household known for its wit and 
humour but sadly in later years the 
couple experienced their share of 
adversity. Donald suffered a debilitat-
ing stroke ten years before he passed 
away in 1998 and their only son Murdo 
Ross died suddenly in 2007 aged 
just 49 years. Johanna herself was 
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▲ Recently at Andrew & Fiona's wedding, the Maciver family, 
(Fiadh), 72 Coll met up with their brother George, who had 
not been home for 40 years! The surprise when he appeared 
at the church was great, as no one knew he was coming! 
This made a special day even better.  Unfortunately Calum 
could not attend due to ill health.

BailteanPictures,.

Nora Macdonald at her 80th birthday family celebration (Tong) ▲

A,.s na

▲ Congratulations to Sean and Louise Harrison (Redburn) 
on the birth of their first baby Evie born 27th December. Sean 
is the son of Cathy Finlayson "Taigh Eachainne a' Ghlinne" 
Grias. Louise is the daughter of Kathleen Macleod (Nicolson 
Road). Evie is the 5th great grandchild of Margaret Finlayson 
and the late John Finlayson (Kohima House Tong) and the 
first grandchild for Cathy.
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Correction
In last month’s issue concerning the 
Cancer Research house to house 
collection – the correct sum raised 
was £414.97.

Upper coll
Driving Test Congratulations
Congratulations to Jack Macritchie, 
12 Upper Coll, on passing his driving 
test in January.  Safe driving Jack!

coll
Bereavement
Our sympathy goes to Chrissie and 
the family of the late Rev Alasdair 
Smith, 73 Coll, who passed away 
on the 14th of February 2017 at the 
age of 91 years.  Being in indiffer-
ent health for a number of years, 
he was lovingly cared for by his 
wife Chrissie.  All other relatives, 
friends, and neighbours are also in 

our thoughts at this sad and difficult 
time.

Birthday wishes
Happy Birthday to Lewis Mackay, 
Swordale, (grandson of Ishbal And 
Willie Basher) as he celebrated his 
18th birthday on the 30th of January.  
Where have all the years gone Lewis?!

toNG
Village Condolences
We extend our sincere sympathy to the 
family of Mairi Macritchie who passed 
away. We especially remember her 
son Christopher and her mother Joan, 
Hollowbank, Tong Allotments, Tong. 
The village correspondent wishes to 
apologize to the Macritchie family for 
not including this article in the last 
issue of the LATN.

We also extend our sincere sympathy 
to the family of the late Johanna 
Graham. We especially remember her 

daughter Anne and her family. We also 
remember her brother Rev. Angus Alex 
and Helen, 6 Tong Park, at this time.

Engagement Congratulations
We are delighted to congratulate 
Esther Smith, Maranatha, Aird 
Tong who recently announced her 
engagement to Martin MacLean from 
the Back district.

Birthday Congratulations
Two ladies from the village recently 
celebrated their 80th birthday with their 
families on the mainland. We send 
our heartiest congratulations to Annie 
Macleod, 21 Tong Road and to Nora 
MacDonald, 1 Milking Hill, Aird Tong.

Driving Test Success
We congratulate Jessica MacPhail, 
Sarnia, 1 Tong Park who recently 
passed her driving test. We wish her 
many happy years of safe driving. 
Well done Jessica!

Gress Dawn

image courtesy of Impact Imagz
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In late 2015 and early 2016 a series of articles in Loch 
a Tuath News profiled the local men who were lost in 
the First World War. In the next five editions of the 
magazine we shall commemorate the lives of the thirty 
three men from Gress to Upper Coll who made the 
ultimate sacrifice in the Second World War. Subject to 
funding it is hoped that these accounts will form part 
of a larger project which will acknowledge the district's 
contribution to both conflicts. The following articles 
will provide an opportunity for readers to check for 
any errors; corrections will be happily accepted by 
any LATN committee member. The principal sources 
have been the Faces from the War Memorial website 
and the locally produced Roll of Honour from which 
the accompanying photographs have been taken.

Iain Murray

Donald Macinnes, 4 Gress

Donald, known locally 
as Nullag, was born 
in North Tolsta in 
1913 and was the 
eldest son of John 
and Lily Macinnes. 
His father, Iain a' 
Bhrogga, was a 
survivor from the 
Iolaire. The fam-
ily moved to 4 Gress 
when they were allo-
cated a croft in the village 
following the partition of the 
farm. Donald served with the Merchant Navy and 
while sailing off the African coast he contracted an ill-
ness which necessitated his admission to hospital in 
Liverpool upon arrival in Britain. He died there on 30 
October 1940 aged 27 years and was buried in Gress 
cemetery the following week.

Two younger brothers served with the RNR: Norman 
(Stogaidh) and Donald (am Bread). Norman was 
involved in rescue operations at Dunkirk - he later 
married Katie Ann Morrison of North Tolsta and raised 
their family at Broadbay View. Donald continued to 
live at the old family home until he died in 2009. Both 
brothers were at the D-Day Landings in Normandy 
in June 1944. Due to the secrecy surrounding the 
operation neither knew that the other was involved 

until Donald recognised Norman's ship. Their sister 
Jessie served with the WRNS during WW2 and was 
married in England, while the oldest sister Joan (Bean 
Dholaidh 'an Sine) lived at Old School Road, Vatisker. 

Murdo Campbell, 26 Gress
Murchadh Tweed was born 

at 31 Vatisker, the eld-
est son of Angus and 
Christina Campbell 
and came to live at 
26 Gress following 
his marriage to Dolina 
Murray (nighean Iain 

Uisdean) in 1939. He 
served with the RNR, 

latterly aboard HMS 
Rosaura which was req-

uisitioned by the Royal Navy 
in the Second World War for use as an armed 
boarding vessel in the Contraband Control Service. 
Murdo, who was aged 34 years, was lost at sea on 
18 March 1941 when his ship struck a mine off the 
Libyan coast claiming the lives of seventy eight men. 
His three younger brothers also served: Kenneth 
senior (RNR), Kenneth junior (Merchant Navy) and 
Alexander (Merchant Navy). Ailig Tweed later married 
Katie Bell Sheonaidh 'an Alasdair and moved to 41 
Coll. The old family home in Vatisker was occupied by 
the two other brothers until 1999 when the younger 
Kenneth passed away. Murdo's widow Dolina contin-
ued to live at 26 Gress until her death in 1982; her 
daughter Murdina MacDonald (Bean Pedro) was an 
infant when her father was lost. 

Murdo Stewart, 29 Gress
Murchadh a' Heech 
(Murchie) was the 
youngest son of 
Hugh and Catherine 
Stewart. The older 
members of this 
large family were 
brought up at 35 Coll 
and 5 New Street, 
Back, prior to their 
move to Gress the 
year before Murdo was 
born. He served with the 

Gaisgich Ghriais - The Fallen of Gress 1939 - 1945
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Cameron Highlanders and fought at the Battle of 
El Alamein in Egypt in October 1942 where he was 
wounded. Following a spell in hospital he rejoined 
his unit at Tripoli but was later wounded for a second 
time.  He was invalided home but never recovered 
from an illness he contracted and died in September 
1948 aged 25 years. Four older brothers also served: 
Neillan (Merchant Navy), John - an Caimbeul (RNR), 
Hugh - Hiuridh (RNR) and Alasdair (RNR). Alasdair, 
who lives in Inverness, is the only surviving member 
of the family and is one of the few Lewis veterans 
to have seen action through the entire 1939 - 1945 
campaign. In the post-war years Taigh a' Heech was 
occupied by Neillan, John and their sister Peggy. 
Murdo was the only one of the district's WW2 fatalities 
to have served in the army; this is in marked contrast 
to WW1 where the majority served on land.

Murdo MacDonald, 32 Gress
Murchadh Phiain (Cunnachan) 

was one of ten in the fam-
ily of John and Jessie 

MacDonald, both of 
whom were born and 
brought up in North 
Tolsta. The circum-
stances surround-
ing Murdo's death at 

the age of 34 were 
poignantly recalled 

by his late sister-in-
law Catriona MacDonald 

(Banntrach Ghlen) at the time 
of the unveiling of the Back War Memorial in 2001 - 
"Murdo, a sailor in the Merchant Navy, was taken pris-
oner along with Norman Maciver (mac Mairi Thobain), 
37 Vatisker, when the ill-fated ship they were on, 
Empire Light, was sunk by a German raider in April. 
The two were lucky enough to be plucked from the 
sea by the aforementioned raider and made prison-
ers of war, only for disaster to strike a second time. 
On 8 May 1941 their prison ship was sunk in its turn 
by one of our own destroyers, the Cornwall, and they 
lost their lives. Because of these circumstances next 
of kin were not informed of the tragedy until more than 
a month afterwards." Catriona and her husband John 
were married on 27 May 1941 and had no knowledge 
of these events at the time of their wedding.

Murdo MacDonald, 32 Gress

Catriona MacDonald's wartime memories contin-
ued with her account of the loss of her second 

brother-in-law on 2 May 1943- 
" Two years later John 
lost a second brother, 
also named Murdo, 
known to his fam-
ily as Murdigan and 
to his contemporar-
ies as Sullivan, due 
to the tubercolosis 
which he had con-
tracted through hard-
ship, conveying troops 
back from Dunkirk on the 
ship Mona's Isle. He died in 
the County Hospital, Stornoway aged only 24 years." 
The MacDonald family was one of five households 
across the Loch a Tuath district to suffer a double 
bereavement in WW2. The brothers' details are 
inscribed on the family headstone in Gress. Three 
other members of teaghlach Phiain also served: John 
and Donald (Gida), both with the Merchant Navy and 
Katie Bell with the WRNS. After a period of seven 
years in Glasgow, John and Catriona lived at 32 
Gress for the remainder of their married lives. Murdo's 
sister Christina married Donald Mackenzie, 46 Back 
(Dollan Oscar) and lived at 25 Gress. 

Donald Mackay, 43 Gress
Domhnall Choinnich Steig 

(Daraidh), was the eld-
est son of Kenneth 
and Mary Mackay 
and moved with his 
parents from North 
Tolsta to Gress when 
the new village was 
established in 1922. 

Donald, who was 
aged 30 years, served 

with the Patrol Service 
of the RNR and was one of 

a crew of twenty one aboard 
the minesweeping naval trawler HMT Fifeshire which 
was bombed by German aircraft east of Orkney on 20 
February 1940. Alexander Macleod, 16 Coll, also lost 
his life in the attack; their bodies were not recovered. 
Donald's brother Kenneth served with the RNR and 
his sister Mary was a private with the ATS. Donald's 
closest local relation is his first cousin John Mackay, 
54 Coll (Iain Ruairidh Steig). The loss of the Fifeshire 
was the first of three occasions during WW2 when two 
local families lost their loved ones on the same ship.
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Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams   ●   Spectacles   ●   Contact Lenses
6 North Beach, Stornoway                                 700808
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From the Manse
A Note to the Queen
I recently read the following seven facts about the Bible’s 
influence across the world:

1. The Bible is one of the simplest books in the world, for 
where is the child who does not understand and enjoy its 
delightful stories?

2. The Bible is the most profound book in the world, for it 
contains also the deep things of God.

3. The Bible is the most available book in the world, printed in 
more languages and dialects than any other book.

4. The Bible has the greatest moral influence in the world, 
enlivening man’s conscience, elevating womanhood, and 
sanctifying family life.  It condemns falsehood, covetousness, 
hatred, impurity and idolatry in all its forms.

5. The Bible is the most quoted book in the world – by all 
classes, creeds and persuasions. Men cannot get away from 
its wisdom, knowledge and influence.

6. The Bible is the most hated book in the world, for men 
have sought to destroy it and to forbid its possession.

7. The Bible is the most loved book in the world among all 
classes and all nations in all lands. Some have sold their all 
to obtain a copy and walked long distances to obtain it and 
hear it read.

The Bible is widely recognised as the greatest traveller in the 
world. It has been said that it ‘penetrates to every country, 
civilised and otherwise. It is seen in the royal palace and in 
the humble cottage.  It is the friend of Emperors and beggars.  
It is read by the light of the dim candle amid Artic snows. It 
is read under the glare of the equatorial sun. It is read in city 
and country, amid the crowds and in solitude. Wherever its 
message is received, it frees the mind from bondage and fills 
the heart with gladness.’    

William Tyndale was an English scholar and reformer. He is 
well known for his translation of the Bible into English. He 
said of the Bible – ‘The Scriptures spring out of God and flow 
into Christ, and were given to lead us to Christ.’

Jesus Christ is revealed to us on the pages of the Bible with 
remarkable clarity. All sixty six books of the Bible point us to 
Jesus. It’s all about Him.  

Are you prepared to engage or reconnect with your Bible 
today and discover this Christ? With an open Bible you too 
can be led into a personal and saving relationship with Jesus 
as millions of peo-
ple have across 
the world.

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services in 
Back and Tong during March 2017 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 5 March
11am:  Mr David Macdonald 
11am:  Mr Joe Macphee       (Gaelic)
6pm:  Mr David Macdonald 

Sunday 12 March
11am:  Mr Iain R Morrison
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod     (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 19 March
11am:  Rev Donald A Macdonald
11am:  Mr Iain A Mackinnon     (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Donald A Macdonald

Sunday 26 March (Communion Sunday)
11am:  Rev David Macleod   (Spring Communion)
6:30pm: Rev David Macleod 

Tong Mission House
Sunday 5 March
11am:  Mr Andrew Macleod

Sunday 12 March
6pm:    Mr Iain A Mackinnon       (Gaelic)

Sunday 19 March
11am: Rev Kenneth M Ferguson

Sunday 26 March (Communion 
Sunday)
6:30pm: Rev Kenneth M Ferguson   
         (Gaelic)

March Service Times 
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Annual Awards (Pictured on p11)
The club recently held its annual club dinner, where a 
number of awards were presented to players and support-
ers. Congratulations to everyone who received an award. 

Under 15s awards went to Joel Martin for Top Scorer, 
Stevie Mutch for Player's Player of the Year and David 
Macrae for Manager's Player of the Year.

Under 18s awards went to James Murray for Top Scorer 
and Lewis Brett was awarded both Players Player & 
Managers Player of the Year.

Campbell MacDonald received the U21’s Player of the 
Year

Seniors awards went to Chris Stone for Players Player of 
the Year and Campbell MacDonald for Committees Player 
of the Year.

Awards were also presented to club sponsors Furniture 
World, Carpet World and SY Sharon Rose thanking 
them for their support, and Malky Macleod and Alex John 
Macleod were recognised for their voluntary contribution 
to the club. Malky was awarded the Most Community 
Work of the Year Award which was collected on his behalf 
by Duncan Maclean and Alex John Macleod also received 
a special award thanking him for his contribution to the 
club over the last few years.

First Aid Training and Defibrillators
The end of January also saw the installation of a defibril-
lator at the community centre, thanks to Back Community 
Council who secured funding for units at the football 
club, the Community Hut and Gress. More than 30 peo-
ple turned out to attend the emergency first aid training 
provided by Lucky2Bhere, if you missed it, Lucky2Bhere 
will be running another session as part of our Women’s 
Conference on 11th March.

International Women’s Day
We hope you all have your tickets for the Disco Divas 
big family party which kicks off our week of celebrations 
around International Women’s Day. All corners of the 
community are invited to come together to celebrate “Our 
women” at this big family party.

Tickets are free, but you will need a ticket as spaces are 
limited. The party will start with a "pot luck" buffet, so don't 
forget to bring a plate of your favourite party food with you. 
Juice for the kids will be provided but if you'd prefer some-
thing a little stronger feel free to bring your own.

We also have a coffee morning on Friday 10th March 
10-12noon. Take some time to browse the wonderful 
collection of art work on display from local women and 
then treat yourself to lovely cuppa and a slice of cake. 

While the art exhibition is showcasing the work of local 
women, all men, women and children are invited to 
come and see it.

As part of our celebrations marking International 
Women's Day all proceeds from the coffee morning will 
go to local women's charities. 

Saturday 11th March sees our Women’s Conference, 
a selection of speakers, workshops and treats suitable 
for women aged 14+. We have a very varied selection 
of activities on offer including inspirational discussions 
around the history of women and being bold for change, 
learning about basic car maintenance, how to crochet or 
about the Hebridean weather. There will be treats, like a 
relaxing yoga session or a chance to get your nails done 
too, and lots of sports and crafts. Full details are availa-
ble on our website or pick up a programme from the cen-
tre. Some of the activities can be booked in advance, so 
make sure you visit our website and reserve your place.

We are really grateful to The Big Lottery Celebrate Fund, 
whose generous funding is allowing us to offer all these 
activities free of charge.

Dates for your diary: full details can be found on our web-
site or sign up for our new what’s on email and get details 
delivered to your inbox each month. Visit www.backfrc.
org.uk for more information or to sign up. 

Keep Fit - Mondays, 7pm
Island Archers - Wednesdays, 7-9pm, £5 adult, £2 
junior (www.islandarchers.org)
Rainy Day Bike Club - Thurs 2nd March will be the last 
bike club for a while.
Youth Darts Academy - Thursdays, 6.30-7.30pm, £2,  
ages 9-18
Indoor Bowls - Thursdays, 7:30-9:30pm
Family Quiz Night - Friday 17th February, 7pm
Book Club - 22nd February, 7pm, £2.50

International Women’s Day Revised Programme
Disco Divas - Family Party - Saturday 4th Match, 7pm
Art Exhibition Launch (invite only) – Thursday 9th 
March, 6pm
Art Exhibition Launch (open to public) 

- Thursday 9th March, 7:30-9pm
- Friday 10am-9pm

- Saturday 10am-5pm

Women's Open Mic Nite - Thursday 9th March, 7:30-10pm
Coffee Morning - Friday 10th March, 10am-12 noon
Conference and Workshops – Friday 10th and 
Saturday 11th March

Back Football and Recreation Club - What’s on in March?
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◄ U18s awards 
U15s awards ▲
U21s award ►

▼ Senior award

An n u al A
war

ds

Club  sponsors SY Sharon Rose Club  sponsors  
Carpet World

A J Macleod receiving a special 
award for his voluntary contribution

Club  sponsors  
Furniture World
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Loch a Tuath News was very kindly invited along to 
Cearcall on 23 January 2017, to interview Rev Calum 
I Macleod. The interview was carried out by Melanie 
Mackay and Anne Macaulay.

Since we are here on behalf of Loch a Tuath News, 
of which you are a committee member, what changes 
have you seen since coming on board, and is there 
anything you would like to see happen in the future 
for the magazine?

It's an asset and archive for the community, it’s also a 
great read with very comprehensive content.

Changes with a new editor are very positive but more 
personnel are needed for the committee. From a pastoral 
perspective it allows me to pick up on things I've missed 
on my radar and the From the Manse column gives me a 
deadline to think of something fresh.

Future success relies on resources and articles, also 
with a circulation of between 800 and 900 a month and a 
decline in Stornoway Gazette the Loch a Tuath News has 
status as a publication.

Both Anne and I are former employees of 
Highlands & Islands Enterprise, as are you. Can 
you see any similarities in what you were doing 
there as an Economic Development Officer, and 
with what you do now in the ministry?

Ministry is so all consuming I tend to forget I had a 
life before! I used to work in a builder's merchants in 
Skye, then took a job with Callanish Trust as an eco-
nomic development officer and worked on the devel-
opment of the Gearranan project. I had excellent line 
managers and learned a lot working with them. They 
were Barnabas figures for me. I learned all about 
project management and working with Boards and 
committees, so I'm thankful for the experiences as 
they are also used in the work of the ministry. 

When I was called to the ministry I did a Diploma in 

Business Studies as a pre-divinity degree requirement. 
I was allowed to do it through Lews Castle College so 
it was good to be able to stay here on the island. The 
Rural Development studies there were also very helpful, 
especially as I came back to a rural community, and the 
experience of working with teams was so useful when 
spreading a dynamic Gospel for the best interest of 
Christ's Kingdom.

You attended Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, which is where you 
met Dina.  What do you think is the future for Gaelic, 
and what changes have you seen since then?

As a native Gaelic speaker I am passionate about it, but 
the Gospel is more important as it should be delivered in 
the 'vulgar tongue'. However, the language is at a critical 
point, with Gaelic Medium of benefit, but I feel BBC Alba 
is a decade or two late, although some of the best docu-
mentaries in TV are on it. Gaelic Psalm singing projects 
are a great opportunity to share the wonder of Gaelic 
culture to those who have no connection to it. 

I recently did a wedding for a Barvas bride and an 
Australian groom, where we had Gaelic singing planned. 

A rugby team from Australia had come over, but the 
precentor pulled out and I had to do the precent-
ing myself! The Siarachs sang really well and the 
Aussies were moved and it was the main topic of 
conversation among the guests. 

It is interesting though, that twenty years ago we 
had a small English service and a large Gaelic ser-
vice in Back on a Sunday, whereas now they seem 
to have swapped roles.

It's good for occasional visitors to the church who 
come to hear Gaelic and I think we have a good 
bilingual balance in the congregation. There are 
mixed views about that of course, as the balance 
has shifted where we have around 300 people 
attending on Sunday morning across the varies 
locations and around 85-90 are in the Gaelic and 

A Chat with..... Calum Iain
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180-190 in the English. The mainstream service there-
fore is English in the Hall.

What about Gaelic psalm singing?  Do you think it 
should be taught?

I think we should teach Gaelic Psalm singing in schools 
and the Mod has been a positive influence to encourage 
Psalm singing and a variety of tunes. Once you learn how 
to do it, it's a bit like riding a bike, you never forget it. It's 
getting more exposure - I've just had a letter from 
someone in Cornwall who goes online to listen to 
Gaelic Psalm singing!

As a minister, how do you divide your time?  
Obviously you’re in control of your preaching, 
as it is at set times, but how do you manage pas-
toral duties, which can be required at any time?

My preaching schedule is set but the pastoral work 
is not planned. I plan my week but there are occa-
sions when that can be very difficult, for example 
I've just had 3 funerals in 4 days and that takes up 
more time and energy. So I just have to improvise, 
and allow something else to give. Some weeks it 
can be very challenging and sermon prep suffers 
at times. I was once told by an elderly pastor that 
"you will soon begin to look for the 25th hour!" I try 
to manage it carefully and getting a balance is a 
constant battle.

Talking of relaxing/down time, what do you do to relax?

I tend to take a Monday off…. so why am I here at 
Cearcall on a Monday?!!  I switch off very occasionally 
with watching iPlayer, I rarely watch TV but I like BBC 4 
documentaries. Reading and music tastes are varied; I 
like classical music, jazz, and find Dylan's lyrics fascinat-
ing and enjoy listening to Johnny Cash. I run, walk and 
have just acquired a new bicycle under the 'Cycle to 
Work Scheme'. Manse to Church - 20 seconds!! Cycling 
is good for engaging with people; a good way to meet 
them on the road, in their gardens etc.

I can't play any musical instrument though. At school all 
we had on offer was learning to play the recorder which 

just sounded like a distressed seagull!! We protest-
ed of course, seeing it as a 'cissy' instrument. I was 
never motivated or interested in the chanter/pipes. 
Musical abilities are a gift from the Lord Himself. 
I'm disappointed there are fewer music teachers 
tapping into the schools because gifts and talents 
will not be uncovered. Music, art, sports are talents 
in a child. 

We know you are hoping to head off to Uganda 
very soon, have you been abroad before, and if 
so where?  What did you think?

Well, we're off on a romantic holiday to Uganda 
soon! Dina will be doing some work in the nursery 
and school while I am planning a few speaking 
engagements at the African Bible College. I've been 
to the US a couple of times with the Psalm sing-
ing group. We try to get away, planning to visit the 

Borders at Easter, and although we enjoyed a family holi-
day in Portugal, Scotland has a lot to offer for a holiday. 
I suppose my dream destinations would be New Zealand 
and Australia, also the US, after all, I am the minister 
of the new President's district!! His mother though was 
connected to Stornoway High Church, where she was 
baptised in 1913 - so no Back Free Church connections. 
When Donald Trump was elected the press enquiries for 
interviews were relentless!

And finally, you are completely outnumbered by 
women at home – how do you cope?!

Living in a house full of women is fine - I'm well looked 
after and I have Toby the dog of course!

Special thanks to Anne for all her assistance in both 
preparing and carrying out this interview, and of course, 
to Calum Iain.

Cearcall Senior Fellowship meet in Back Free Church 
Hall, once a month on a Monday afternoon 2-4pm. 
There are teas/coffees/home baking and usually a guest 
speaker. For more information on dates and speakers 
visit the church website/Facebook page/bulletin or the 
From the Manse page in Loch a Tuath News
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talked about the work which Mr Kenny John MacKenzie 
has done in relation to GIGA School. Our Scripture Union 
also organised a donation box where we were able to 
donate items of stationery for the GIGA School. We wish 

Rev Calum Iain Macleod and his wife Dina a safe 
trip to Uganda and look forward to hearing all 
about their time there when they come back.

P6/7 Tchoukball Festival
On Wednesday 15th February 
our school entered three teams 
into the Tchoukball Festival 
which took place in the Sports 
Centre. We played well and 
enjoyed the opportunity of play-
ing against other schools. We 
enjoy Tchoukball because it is 
a fast indoor team game that 
uses a mixture of handball and 
volleyball. The game is non-con-
tact with defending teams allow-
ing attackers to pass and shoot 
and the defending team cannot 
hamper the attacking one.

P6/7

Lucky2BHere
The Lucky2BHere team visited Back School on Friday 27th 
and delivered defibrillator training to all P5-7 pupils and also 
some staff were able to be trained. The training is being rolled 
out as part of a local authority initiative which has seen every 
school fitted out with a defibrillator for use by the community 
and the school or whoever should be in the unfortunate posi-
tion of needing it.

The children thoroughly enjoyed the training session and 
received certificates for completing the training.

Fundraising for Uganda
We organised some activities to fundraise for Uganda this week. 
We decided that money from this month’s Non-uniform day would 
be donated to Uganda 
and along with this 
we held a Bake Sale, 
which was very popu-
lar. The total raised was 
£320. The children in 
GP2 & 3 raised £150 
for Uganda by taking 
part in a sponsored 
silence and a sponsored 
walk.  They presented a 
cheque to Rev Calum 
Iain MacLeod when he 
spoke at our assembly 
about his forthcom-
ing trip to Uganda. He 

Sgoil a’ Bhac

◄ Tchoukball
▼ Lucky2BHere Certificates

◄ GP 2+3 
presenting Rev 
Macleod with 
a cheque for 

Uganda

▲ Eager buyers 
at our Easter 

bake sale!

▲► Scripture 
Union - 

stationery for 
Uganda

► We held 
our first 

Celebration 
Assembly of 
2017. Here 

are the many 
achievers for the month of December and January. Well done to all our achievers!
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As January rolled into February 
and days grew calm and still, 
the navy flag of Sgoil a’ Bhac 
lay limp at half-staff on the 
school flagpole for just over 
two weeks. The darkness 
of the navy accentuated the 
gloom that was cast over the 
school and the whole commu-
nity which it serves. Within the 
school walls, the sorrow which 
was evident was in contrast to 
the characters of those being 
mourned and the limpness of 
the flag on these still days 
spoke of the feelings of staff 
and pupils as they realised that no more would they enjoy the 
company of men who had been dear to them and who were, 
in times past and present, very much a part of school life. 

The death of our former School Chaplain, the Rev Dr Iain 
D Campbell was shocking enough. So unexpected was 
his passing that people struggled to come to terms with it. 
Though Mr Campbell had moved on to the charge of Knock 
and Point from Back in 2009 there were still children in 
the senior stages of the school who remembered him and 
many of the staff spoke fondly of him as they remembered 
his activity as a faithful School Chaplain during his Back 
years between 1995-2009. On the morning of Monday 30th 
January 2017 the flag was raised to half-staff as a mark of 
respect for a man who had been revered and loved within the 
community and beyond. 

It was therefore with immense shock, sadness and sor-
row that the phone call which informed the Head Teacher 
that Brian Gillen our School Cook had suddenly and very 
tragically died was received late in the evening of the 1st 
February 2017.

This larger than life character had in a very short space of 
time ingratiated himself into the life of the school and into the 
hearts of pupils and staff and also those parents who had 
occasion to meet him. Brian came to work in Sgoil a’ Bhac 
approximately two years ago and his sense of fun ensured 
he was an immediate hit with all of the children. Very quickly 
Brian came to know each of them by name and every day he 
had a wee word for each individual soul who passed through 
the canteen.

The great love that Brian had for his job saw him often arriv-
ing at school very early in the mornings, as when there was 
baking to be done he was insistent that it should be done 
on the day so that it would be fresh for the children. Pupils 
who met him in the corridor loved it when he would 
high-five them and encourage them in their work. 
Those who experienced success and hard earned 
achievements were eager to be allowed to go to the 
canteen to share their joy with Brian and when they 
did, Brian was ecstatic, delighting in their achieve-
ments, but also delighting in the positive relation-
ship he enjoyed with each of them.

Kindness is a character trait which is often ignored. 
However, it was impossible to ignore Brian, for he 
was kind and generous to a fault and would help 
anyone who needed help if he could. How often he 
came to the office or the staffroom with tasters of 
the day’s menu, just because he could and because 
it brought a smile to the faces of those that he sur-

prised. His sense of humour was as much a part 
of him as his ability to cook and he delighted as 

much in making people laugh with his many and varied 
stories as he did in feeding them. He took immense 
pride in the fact that since coming to Sgoil a’ Bhac the 
numbers of children eating lunch in the school canteen 
had risen significantly up to 100%. Meanwhile par-
ents bemoaned the fact that children constantly told 
them that Brian’s food was better. Indeed, following 
his passing, the school office was taking calls from 
parents who were worried about children who didn’t 
want to go to canteen because it wouldn’t be Brian’s 
macaroni or steak pie or chicken. In the few days prior 
to his death Brian had had a very successful theme 
day in the canteen where all the food was Chinese in 
order to give pupils an opportunity to taste Chinese 
food at the time of Chinese New Year.

Our school community has experienced real distress 
over these last couple of weeks. Children and staff have shed 
tears individually and collectively as they have remembered 
good and special times with both of these men. There is no 
doubt that they will not be forgotten. A large contingent of staff 
were able to be released to attend Mr Campbell’s funeral in 
the Free Church in Stornoway on Friday 3rd February 2017 
and almost every member of staff and a large number of 
pupils and parents attended Brian’s memorial service which 
was held on the evening of Monday 6th February 2017 in 
Our Holy Redeemer’s RC Church in Stornoway where Brian 
worshipped.

Brian was from Cambuslang, near Glasgow. His widow 
Melinda chose to take him home to be buried from the church 
to which he was connected since childhood. The funeral was 
held on Tuesday 14th February 2017 and it was after that 
occasion, that the flag which had hung at half-staff for over 
two weeks outside the school was gently and reverently low-
ered, leaving the flagpole bare once more. 

Though the flag has disappeared from sight, these men will 
continue to loom large in our memories. It is true to say that 
life moves on but though they are gone, neither will be forgot-
ten. Our heartfelt sympathy goes to Mr Campbell’s wife Anne 
and children, Iain, Stephen and Emily and also to his mother 
Lily and sisters Meg and Alma and their families. 

Our deepest condolences go to Brian’s wife Melinda and their 
daughter Cara, of whom her dad was so proud. We hope that 
both of them will always feel they can come to the school, be 
part of the school family and be able to share in our memories 
of Brian as we each of us seek to come to terms with his pass-
ing. It is hoped that in the near future we will be able to plan 
a Memorial Service for Brian at the school to which all in the 
school community will be welcome to attend. It is also hoped 
to honour Brian in a more lasting way and to be able to give 
pupils and staff opportunities to remember him so that as the 

pain becomes less raw, the joy of having 
known him is uppermost in our minds. 

Love Lives On
Those we love remain with us 

For love itself lives on, 

And cherished memories never fade 

Because a loved one's gone. 

Those we love can never be 

More than a thought apart, 

For as long as there is memory, 

They'll live on in the heart.

(Unknown)

There  is  a  Time  to  Mourn.....
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Roving Reporters
It has been another busy month at Tong 
School and our diligent reporters have lots 
of news for readers. Sarah Maclean, 
Naomi, Katie, Samya, Rosena and 
Sarah Macpherson have all con-
tributed to this issue. 

Nursery News
Archie designed and made an 
excellent model aeroplane which 
is displayed in the Nursery. He told 
the group it was an antonov plane. 
Some of Archie’s friends helped to make 
the big model. We think we have found some 
future engineers!

The pre-school children are enjoying their transition to 
school. They visit the P1/2 classroom on a fortnightly 
basis and are enjoying being the “big ones.” Chloe 
commented on her time in school: “I liked doing the 
wiggly woo and sheets and doing singing and dancing. 
I liked sitting beside Cohen.”

Naidheachdan Roinn na Gàidhlig
The Sgoil Àraich and GM1 class have been discovering 
all about crofting and animals in their project called “An 
Croit.” They were delighted when Kelvin’s new lamb 
came along to meet them one day. The lamb is black 
at the moment, but will turn white later. 

Welcome back to Tina MacAskill, who is working in the 
Sgoil Àraich while Dina is in Uganda. 

Tour Guides on Open Day
On Tuesday, 17th January, Primary Four and Five 
were tour guides for our open day to show parents of 
new children around the school. It w/as an opportunity 

for parents with children 
starting in nursery or P1 to 

see the school and meet the 
staff and pupils.

When we heard we were going to be 
tour guides we felt very excited, but also a bit 

nervous. We were in pairs as we welcomed the visitors 
to our school. We showed the guests around all the 
class rooms and visited both nurseries. The parents 
and friends commented on the friendly welcome they 
received. There was nothing to be scared about and we 
would be delighted to be tour guides again! 

Pantomime Trip
Two buses left Tong School on Thursday, 19th January, 
to see “Snow White and the Seven Dwarves” per-
formed at An Lanntair. We were so proud of our friends, 
Samya, Neve and Grace who were dancers at the 
pantomime. Samya and Neve performed at the show 
we watched and Grace was able to enjoy the fun from 
the audience, before performing later. The character of 
Muddles was really funny. The character of the queen 
was really evil. The character of Snow White was kind 
and helpful. It was an excellent afternoon for everyone 
in P1-P7. We would all like to thank the Parent Council 
for their generous donation which funded the cost of 
tickets, transport and a snack for everyone.

Highland Dancing Success
In addition to dancing at the pantomime, Grace has 
also had some more dancing success. Grace and 
her cousin, Caitlin (a former Tong School pupil) have 
qualified for the Western Isles Highland Dancing team.  
The team will be competing against other teams from 
Scotland in the Highlands and Islands Music and Dance 
Festival to be held in Oban next month. Great news!

Tchoukball Festival
The Tchoukball festival took place on 15th February in 
Stornoway. We had fourteen players and we split into 
two teams of seven. Tchoukball is an indoor team sport 
and it is really good fun. It is not a competitive game 
and it is important to play as a team. Everyone enjoyed 
their matches and had good exercise. 

Tong School

◄ Grace with the Wicked 
Queen (played by Kim 

Taylforth)

▼ Kelvin's new lamb came to school one day!
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Lucky 2 B Here
Primary 4 - 7 recently par-
ticipated in Defibrillator 
training with the Lucky 
2 B Here group. We 
have had a defibrillator 
installed at the entrance 
of the school, so it was important to learn how to use 
it safely. We were separated into three groups with 
one instructor in each team. We performed CPR and 
used the defibrillator to deliver shocks to the dummies 
while following set instructions. This information will be 
helpful in the future because there will be defibrillators 
placed in various locations on the island. 

African Adventure
Reverend Calum Iain Macleod told us about his forth-
coming trip to Uganda at our assembly on Friday, 17th 
February. We look forward to hearing about the school 
called “God is Good” where Calum Iain and his wife, 
Dina (from our Sgoil Àraich) will be helping the chil-
dren. We plan to have a “dress down Friday” on 24th 
February and the proceeds will all be donated to the 
school in Uganda. We hope they both enjoy the trip 
and keep safe. 

Cross Country
Lots of hardy pupils from Tong School have been par-
ticipating at Cross Country events. Well done to Johan, 
Cailean and Arran who recently started competing. It 
is a fun way to keep fit and the adults who help really 
encourage runners to keep going. Congratulations to 
Leon Ferguson, P4 who was awarded second place 
in the 9 years and under competition. We were also 
delighted to hear that Keith Bray and Ewan Murray 

were awarded first place in 
their respective competitions 
(Under 11 and Under 13). 
Keep on running!

Coming Soon…….
Our Gaelic Medium staff are 
in the early stages of setting 
up a Pàrant is Pàiste (Parent 
and Toddler) group each 
Thursday in Tong School. 
We wish the group well and 
warmly welcome all visitors.

▲ Reverend and Mrs 
Macleod at Assembly

▲► Our Pantomime 
Dancers (Grace, Samya and 

Neve)

► Look at the plane above 
Archie, Kaden and Joshua
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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On Friday 16th September, Western Isles Community Care 
Forum (WICCF) launched a new website which was created 
for their new Personal Assistant Directory. This project was 
created in response to the difficulty carers and service users 
were having in finding people to employ to provide personal 
care and/or support. The service is going to cover the whole of 
the Western Isles and although it is a signposting service, the 
new website also contains lots of useful information for people 
wishing to hire a personal assistant.

Anybody who has a current PVG number and is willing to work 
in the care sector can join our Directory. Application forms are 
available on-line or from the office in Tarbert. The Personal 
Assistant can choose the days and hours they work along with 
the tasks they perform, so it would also suit somebody who 
has just retired or somebody wanting to earn a little extra in 
the evenings or weekends. As it has just been launched, the 
Directory is still quite small but we hope that many more will 
join once they view it online.

The project won the 2015 Take Action Highlands and Islands 
Community Competition and also received funding from 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise. WICCF was established in 
1992 as a forum for Voluntary Care organisations which rep-
resent the interests of carers and users of services throughout 
the Western Isles. It is also a vehicle of communication for 
statutory bodies to disseminate information to the voluntary 
and independent care sector. 

We are the voice of the voluntary care providers at planning 
and consultation levels and represent them on various statuto-
ry groups eg. Integrated Joint Board, Adult & Child Protection, 
Carers Information Strategy etc. One of our roles is to maintain 
a Register of Family Carers and if you wish to join our reg-
ister, you can download an application form on our website or 
contact our office.  All carers registered with us will receive a 
copy of the Directory of Care Services and newsletters.

There’s lots of information on the web site including the ser-
vices we provide, like our Carers Trainers Project which 
supports informal carers through a home visit. This project 
has been very successful and is much appreciated by carers. 
Here’s what a couple of them have said:

“More confident after the training. Bar for the bed has helped a 
lot. The pointers and instruction in moving and handling have 
benefited me physically. I don’t have any back pain now. She 
was very helpful in other ways too. Don’t know what would 
have happened to my back if I hadn’t had the instruction in 
moving & handling. She understood me. Never had anybody 
to support me before and now I can pick up the phone and call 
her anytime. The three of us got on with her which was good. 
I really appreciate this. M&H training was good although  my 
Father is still quite mobile. A wonderful service.”

WICCF are indebted to Alex Tearse of Reefnet who has been 
most helpful in constructing this website.

For further information please contact:

Western Isles Community Care Forum
Room 14, Council Offices, Tarbert, Isle of Harris HS3 3BG

Tel: 01859 502588   Email: info@wiccf.co.uk   Web: 
www.wiccf.co.uk

WICCF
Personal
Assistant Directory

LATN Mar 2017.indd   19 04/03/2017   00:48:14



20

Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifie
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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Spoil your loved one this 
Mother’s Day (26 March) with 
our simple, tasty menu!  With 
new potatoes and rhubarb in 
season just now, you’re onto 
a winner – a sure way to get 
you in to the good books!

Roast Lemony Tarragon 
Chicken with Juicy New 
Potatoes

Serves 6

Ingredients

♦ 200g full-fat cream 
cheese
♦ 1 garlic bulb, halved 
horizontally, plus 1 large 
peeled clove, crushed
♦ 2 large unwaxed lemons
♦ Bunch of fresh tarragon, half the leaves picked and 
chopped
♦ 1 medium (1.8kg) free-range chicken
♦ 2 tbsp olive oil
♦ 600g new potatoes, in 0.5cm slices
♦ 150ml dry white wine
♦ 200ml chicken stock

Method
Spoon the cheese into a bowl. Add the crushed garlic, 
the grated zest of 1 lemon and the chopped tarragon. 

Season, then mix well. Gently ease the skin away 
from the neck end of the chicken and loosen it over 
the breast, being careful not to tear. Spoon the 
cheese mixture inside the skin and smooth so it 
covers the breast evenly. Tuck any excess skin from 
the neck underneath to hold in the stuffing.

Rub 1 tbsp oil over the chicken and season well. 
Halve the zested lemon and put it inside the 
chicken.

Preheat the oven to 200°C/fan180°C/gas 6. Scatter 
the sliced potatoes in a roasting tin, drizzle with the 
remaining oil and season. Put the chicken on top, 
cut the other lemon into thick wedges and add to 
the tin. Pour over the wine and stock.

Roast for 1 hour. Add the garlic halves and tarragon 
sprigs to the tin, then roast for 25 minutes more 
(cover the breasts with foil if they start to brown too 
soon). The chicken is cooked when the juices run 

clear when you pierce the fattest 
part of the leg. Rest for 
10 minutes, then serve.

Rhubarb & Custard 
Crumbles

Serves 6
♦ 600g forced rhubarb, cut 
into 2.5cm pieces

♦ 1-2 large pieces stem 
ginger in syrup, finely 
chopped

♦ 1½ tsp caster sugar

♦ 450ml fresh custard

♦ 110g plain flour

♦ 75g butter, cubed

♦ 75g caster sugar

♦ A large handful of 
chopped toasted hazelnuts

Method
Preheat the oven to 180°C/fan160°C/gas 4. Butter 6 x 
300ml ramekins or ovenproof dishes. Place the rhubarb 
in the bottom of the ramekins. Add the ginger to the 
rhubarb with some of the syrup from the jar. Sprinkle 
sugar over the rhubarb in each ramekin. Divide fresh 
custard between the ramekins and set aside.

Rub together plain flour with butter until it resembles 
breadcrumbs. Stir in 50g caster sugar and a handful 
of chopped toasted hazelnuts and sprinkle over the 
rhubarb.

Bake for 15-20 minutes, until bubbling and golden.

M
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Day Menu
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING
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22 Francis Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

RMk
tel: 01851 704949
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

● Insurance Brokers

● Business & Personal

● Excellent Service

 Business & Personal

 Excellent Service
A D V I C E
YOU CAN
T R U S T

Anyone for Haggis
Bowlers from Stornoway, Back and Great Bernera turned up in their numbers for the 2017 Haggis Cup, an 
extremely popular round robin triples tournament with world class haggis being provided by Kenny Macleod butcher 
extraordinaire.

I can only assume the Haggis cup was so–named after the popular lunch which was served between matches and 
which can have a positive or negative effect on the 
tournament depending on how much haggis your 
team has consumed. I personally went home for 
a smoked salmon Panini but I can’t see Smoked 
Salmon Panini Cup ever catching on.

Unfortunately for the pre-match favourite’s, Rob 
Macdonald and his fellow clansman Calum Iain, it 
turned out to be more of a mince cup as their form 
dipped badly and they struggled to make the predict-
ed impact on the tournament. Even Duncan Maclean 
could not work his magic as he too failed to take his 
team into the semi-finals.

Elsewhere Peter O’Donnell and his team, including 
Murdo ‘Bloxy’, where going through the early rounds 
undefeated and starting to take on the unwelcome tag 
of favourites. Across the carpet Murdo’s brother Angus 

was skipping his team to the top of their group. Could it be a brotherly affair in the final?

Peter’s team soundly won their semi-final against Bob Walker’s trio and awaited the outcome over on the other car-
pet between Murdo’s brother Angus and the remaining semi-finalists led by Isobel Linklater. This game was tighter 
than Duncan Maclean’s wallet and went to the final end where, despite holding a lead from the 
previous end it all slipped away from Isobel’s grasp 
when the last bowl from Angus swung the end and the 
match in his favour.

So the final did turn out to be a family affair with Murdo 
and Angus doing battle. Murdo’s team with Willie 
Angie leading and Peter O’Donnell on skip struggled 
to find their way with the long jack being supplied by 
Angus and his team which included Bob Ferguson 
and newcomer Steve from Bernera.

The game was over long before the final end after 
some fine play from Angus and his team. Peter’s 
team just ran out of steam and despite only losing one 
match it turned out to be the crucial one as Angus, 
Bob and Steve claimed the Haggis Cup for 2017. Well 
done boys. 

Bowls
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It was with a sense of disbelief and profound sorrow that 
all connected  to the LATN heard of the recent passing of 
our founding chairman and former minister Rev Dr Iain D 
Campbell.

Not only was Iain D. a renowned preacher and author of 
international standing he was at local level  hugely sup-
portive of our efforts to communicate to the world all the 
activities of our community. 

He contributed a personal column every month and wrote 
articles on a regular basis. He wrote with a fluent style, full 
of depth but easily understood by everyone. 

During his years with us he took a full part in the activities 
of the community as the father of a growing family, not as 
the minister, but as a parent wishing to be part of many 
good community activities. 

He will be remembered by many, who are now adults, 
as their school chaplain, a duty which he enjoyed and at 
which he excelled.

We will never forget the international dimension he 
brought to our community, when we had the fantastic 

gospel singers from the Deep South in America singing in 
our church and staying with local families. 

He will forever be remembered as the best preacher most 
of the present generation will have ever heard. He spoke 
with conviction, depth and passion to a standard that 
made his services be called upon at many national and 
international venues and which left listeners at services, 
communions, funerals, and weddings feeling they had 
understood the clear message he always succeeded in 
conveying. The art of telling the deepest story with the 
simplest of words used to the best effect.

Others will pay deserved tributes to a scholar, an author, 
a preacher, who sadly, suddenly and unexpectedly is no 
longer with us. 

It is with deep regret the committee of the LATN said 
goodbye to him when he went to the other side of the 
Loch a Tuath. It was with even deeper regret we joined, 
with many hundreds from many places on which he had 
left his mark, to say our final goodbye.

Our condolences are with his family at this sad time.

K Maciver

A Tribute to Rev. Iain D. Campbell

As a tribute, below is a From the Manse article contributed by Rev I D Campbell for one of the first issues 
of Loch a Tuath News, back in 1997:
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New Bus
We welcome Mr John Maciver’s new bus, which, with 
its bright red and cream paint, adds a splash of colour to 
the highways and byways round the district.

Left Home
Among the lads who left home to join the services are 
William Macdonald, School Street and Harry Peacock, 
Vatisker, Back. On leave is Bdr. William Tough, New 
St, Back.

Demobbed
Donald Macaskill, Lighthill, RAF, was recently 
demobbed. Home on leave is L/Cpl Helen Macleod, New 
Street, Back, who is serving in Germany with the ATS.

Called Up
Two lads recently called up have now settled down in 
their respective depots. They are Murdo Maciver, 48 
Back, and Alexander Maclennan, New Street. We miss 
their cheerful whistling in and out the road.

Weavers Join Association
At a meeting of weavers in Back School on Thursday 
night, March 20th, those present unanimously decided 
to join the Small Producers, Crofters and Weavers 
Association, in order to ensure, among other things, that 
the crofters-weavers problems would be placed by a 
strong representation before the Textiles Working Group 
of the Highlands and Islands Advisory Panel. A com-
mittee of office-bearers for the Back district was then 
formed, the members being Neil A Macleod, Lighthill, 
Chairman; Donald Macleod, Lighthill, Secretary; 
Kenneth Campbell, Vatisker, Treasurer, and two dele-
gates, George Stewart, Coll, and Donald Ferguson, Back.

At a meeting held the previous Tuesday, Councillor 
Alex Morrison, who was in the chair on both occasions, 
stressed that the weavers must unite if they wanted to 
sell their tweeds in the future and if they wanted to put 
their problems before the sub-committee investigating 
the Harris Tweed industry in a way that would carry 
conviction.  The Small Producers, Crofters and Weavers 
Association, already had a membership of almost 600.  

Councillor Donald Maclean, who was secretary at the 
meeting, also stressed that there was not much sense in 
joining the association as individuals - they must join as 
a body to get the best results for themselves.

How were the meetings of the Small Producers,Crofters and 
Weavers Association conducted? asked one of the weav-
ers. It was obvious that if there were 600 members they 
couldn’t all be at a meeting together. In reply it was stated 
that each district should be represented on the Association 
by a representative who attended the meetings and then 
held meetings in his own district at which he passed on any 

points arising out of the Association meeting.

“Before we tackle Ness, I think we should clean our own 
backyard” commented Councillor Donald Maclean, in 
reply to a suggestion that contact should be made with 
the Ness weavers, who might have joined some other 
organisation. This comment seemed to represent the 
concensus of opinion and the matter was dropped.

Wedding in Upper Coll
A pretty wedding took place at the bride’s home in 
Upper Coll recently, when Agnes, third daughter of 
Mrs Maciver and the late Mr Maciver, was married 
to Evander Mackay, youngest twin son of Mr and the 
late Mrs Mackay, 65 Coll, Back. The ceremony was 
performed by Rev Kenneth Macrae in the Free Church, 
Stornoway. The bride was beautifully dressed in a gown 
of heavy white satin, and her long tulle veil was held 
by a coronet of orange blossom. Miss Mary A Mackay, 
sister of the groom, was her charming bridesmaid, 
becomingly dressed in a gown of pink lace. The duties 
of bestman were carried out by Mr Malcolm Maciver, 
the bride’s brother. A goodly number of relatives and 
friends gathered for the reception, held at the bride’s 
home, and voted a most enjoyable one. Many useful 
presents and telegrams were received by the young cou-
ple. For going away the bride wore a fawn coat over a 
brown dress, and with brown accessories.  We take the 
opportunity of wishing them every happiness.

Wedding 
Yet another wedding took place in Back recently, and 
if they go on at this rate, there soon won’t be a bach-
elor left in the village! The latest two to get married 
were Miss Annie Beaton, 12 Coll, and Mr Roderick 
Maclean, 30 Coll. The marriage ceremony was per-
formed in Back Free Church by Rev William Campbell, 
Garrabost. The bride was given away by her father.  She 
was dressed in an exquisite gown of white crepe with 
high headdress, threaded with seed pearls, caught to her 
hair and long flowing veil. Her bouquet was of white 
carnations, set in maidenhair fern and tied with a lucky 
horseshoe emblem. She made a winsome and pretty 
picture surrounded by her attendants, her sister Nellie, 
and the groom’s sister, Jessie Mary. Both bridesmaids 
were charmingly dressed in pink satin, with pink feath-
er headdresses.They carried bouquets of pink roses and 
red carnations. Mr Maclean, brother of the groom, was 
best man. A large crowd gathered at the bride’s home 
in Coll, and feasting and merrymaking was carried 
on until morning. Both the bride and bridegroom are 
popular in the district, as the many telegrams and gifts 
testified. The guests were entertained lavishly and there 
was plenty of all the good things which make a wed-
ding such an enjoyable event.  For going away the bride 
wore a smart fitting fawn coat, with wine accessories. 
May they have many happy days ahead.

Back in Time  March 1947
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Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (10 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £32.40 to Laura Graham, 5 Catherine Hill, Coll, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JS.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £32.40
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Sutton’s hints and tips for pottering in your garden this 
March!

Flowers
♦ Seed sowing is at its height now as most of the summer 
bedding plants can be sown.

♦ Half-hardy annuals such as ageratum, impatiens (busy 
lizzie), cosmea, gazania, petunia, lobelia and marigold can 
be sown in the heated greenhouse or indoors.

♦ Provided soil conditions are not too cold and wet, 
early sowings of hardy annuals can be made out-
doors.

♦ Suitable plants for sowing where they will flow-
er include the following popular items – anchu-
sa, calendula, clarkia, larkspur and nigella.

♦ Sweet Pea Plants are happy to be situated 
in sunny borders remembering to tie stems 
onto supports which will encourage quicker 
climbing and flowering. View our scented sweet 
pea varieties guide for more inspiration.

♦ Fuchsias, whether bush or trailing, in their pots 
that may have been kept over the winter will more than 
likely have lost their leaves, and these should be cleared 
away just in case pests such as whitefly are present. If condi-
tions have been severe the main stems may have died back 
and it will be difficult to see whether they have survived, how-
ever, this should become apparent by keeping the compost 
slightly moist along with conditions beginning warm up, then 
any dead stems should be pruned back. When they begin to 
grow strongly, watering can be increased along with weekly 
feeds being started, and, they could also be potted up.

General
♦ Flower beds can be prepared so that they are ready for 
sowing hardy annuals during late March through into April. 

♦ A general fertiliser should be sprinkled around trees and 
shrubs, and along hedges, then give a generous mulch of 
well-rotted compost around the base of roses, fruit trees and 
shrubs a mulch of garden compost can be spread 

♦ Houseplants and ferns can be potted on into slightly larger 
pots. 

♦ Flowers on fruit trees should be protected on frosty nights 
but during the day it is ideal for the covers to be 

removed so insects can get to the blooms. 

♦ Winter digging may not have been 
completed by gardeners who have 

heavy soil due to the amount of 
rain which fell during autumn 
and beginning of winter, there-
fore, as conditions begin to 
slowly improve any opportunity 
available may have to be taken 
so that any outstanding prepa-
rations can be finished. 

♦ Clean paths, paving, patios and 
steps with a pressure washer or 

chemical cleaner. Also cloches and 
frames can be washed, inside and out, 

with soapy water removing any build-up of 
dir t . By doing this now will let full light pass through glass 
or plastic. 

♦ If not already done, make sure garden tools and mowers 
are checked over ready for the coming season. 

♦ If peanuts are put out, remember, it is best to put them 
in mesh feeders to avoid young birds choking on any large 
pieces. It might be a good idea for any bird boxes that may 
have been put away in sheds for safekeeping during the 
winter to be checked over for any damage prior to fixing on 
a suitable tree or wall. However, before doing so make sure 
cats will not be able to get near them by climbing any fences 
or branches that may be close by.

  Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...Hints and Tips for March

White Nigella
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▲ Gress lodge and Loch a Tuath (photo by Impact Imagz)

Sunshine over Loch a Tuath from the top of Back Free Church (photo by Alister Maciver) ▼
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1

2

1. Iomhair a' Charragain, 34 Upper Coll, at the loom 1988 (courtesy of Ivor Mackay)
2. Murdo Maciver (Murchadh Bodach) 36 Upper Coll, 1988 (courtesy of Ivor 
Mackay)
3. Tong crowd!

4. Ishbel Shandy, Alasdair Mhiegod, Baby Alexina, Peigi Mhiegod, Murdigan 
Uillean, Uilleam Alex Shandy in the ditch
5. Lizzie Solid,  Babs Alan Mosguil, Katy Alex Ian Uisdean
6. Annie Maciver (Anna Dhomhnaill Bhan), 36 Upper Coll with Fido, 1988 

(courtesy of Ivor Mackay)

3

5
4

6
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This competition, now closed, in its second year, attracted a total of 45 entries. 
Ann Palmer (aka Gaia the Garbage) and her husband, Peter Lyons, the origina-

tors of the competition, attribute 
its success to the brilliant poster 
designed by Julie Roxburgh, the 
encouragement and practical sup-
port (including the judging) provided 
by Nik Turner of Keep Scotland 
Beautiful, the kindness of Morag 
Smith of Stornoway Thespians who 
lent wonderful jesters outfits to ena-
ble our visits into schools to publicise 
the competition, and the 6 schools 
that hosted our events, Sgoil Nan 
Loch, Pairc, Leverhulme Memorial, 
Bac, Breasclete, and Sir E. Scott. 
We’d like to thank the respective 
Head Teachers and teachers in those 
schools for their welcomes, forbear-
ance, helping us sort out our IT 
problems, and general co-operation 
and advice. In particular, we’d thank 
Pauline MacLeod at Sir E. Scott 
School at Tarbert who continues to encourage our efforts. We found that going into 

schools enabled us to present litter-picking as part of the much wider issue of things we care about.

A special mention too, for those wonderful people and organisations who have so kindly donated prizes for the 2016 competition. 
These are (in no particular order) the Stornoway Trust, An Lanntair, GDK Signs, Malcolm MacLeod Photography, Stornoway 
Tesco Stores, Crofters, Delights of Stornoway, Lewis Sports Centre, Co-operative Retails Stores - Macaulay Road branch, 
The Toy Shop, Jo Engebret, Callanish Visitor Centre, Stornoway Volunteer Centre, Keep Scotland Beautiful, Scottish Natural 
Heritage, Cala Hotels, and Zero Waste. Ecologisers would like to extend a massive thank-you to all those businesses mentioned 
above. Without their support, the competition could not have happened, as it is run on a purely voluntary basis.

Nine of the prizes were won or shared by pupils at Sir E. Scott School. Winners there were Cameron Mackay, Kieran McNally, 
Lucie Woodhall, Finn Globe, Ruairadh Morrison, Emma Louise McInnes, 
Emma MacSween, and Isla Scott. Winners at Leverhulme Memorial 
School were Anna Chisholm, Domhnall MacRae and Mark Morrison. 
There were 2 winning pupils from Pairc School, Morris Stokes and 
Stephanie Frobisher. Jess Muir from Back School was a winner, along 
with Daniel Macalpine, a pupil at Stornoway Primary. 

Keep Scotland Beautiful awarded their own special prize, which was won 
by Daniel Macalpine.   

The competition was opened for the first time to 
entrants below school age. Winners in this category 
were Hamish and Sandy Jamieson. Hamish is just one 
year old. The message that comes across when you 
see a baby with a piece of litter makes quite an impact; 
a visual reminder of the direct connection between a 
present lack of care globally and the next generation.   

Material for publication in the APRIL issue of Loch a Tuath News 
must be in before MONDAY 20th MARCH 2017
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Competition o
n Anti-Litter Theme

Western Isles Children's Humorous Photographic Competition on Anti-Litter Theme
Organised by Ecologisers
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